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It is essentia to point out that both presiding
deities-Lord S Venkateswvara of the saven hills
a Thirupati (A.P.) and Lord Sri Jagannath a Puri
(Orissa)-represent the same omnipotent and
omnipresent Almighty who is,

“ Purnamadah Purna Midam

Purnat Purnam Udacyate
Purnasya Purnam Adaya

Purnam Evavasiyate.”
(“Theinvisbleistheinfinite, the vidble too isthe
infinite. Form the infinite, the visble universe of
infinite extension has come out. The Infinite
remainsthe same, eventhough theinfiniteuniverse
has come out of it.”)

And

“Tad gjati tan naijate tad dure tadivantike,
Tad anterasya sarvasya tadu sarvasyasyatahyatah.”

(Itmovesand it movesnat. It isfar away anditis
vey near. Itiswithin dl thisand it isaso outdde
al this)

ItisUpanishadic verson of Almighty. He
is changeless Chaitanya Shakti from which ever
changing universe has comeinto existence.

Almog every Hindu, aleast in one of his
innumerablebirthsand rebirths, redizesand seeks
salvation. This is ultimate Jnanam. In fact
Upanishads mention the Almighty as Jnana
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Prof. AV.P.R. Rao

Purusha or Jnana Shakti. There is no second to
this ultimate truth. Everything including you, is
“Swarupa Bheda’, i.e. manifestation of the
ultimate in different shapes. Thewaves of the sea
are“Swarup Bheda’ of seawater. Thewavesin
motion contain the same sdt water as the sea
which is steedy. The waves are bound to fal and
merge into the sea. Another andogy is different
gold ornaments-be it bangles, chain or ring etc.
are al “Swarup Bheda’ of the same gold.
Goldsmith vaues only the gold in the ornaments,
but not shape. Thisis Jnanam. He, who seesthe
samegod in everything inthisephemerd worldis
fit for sdvation.

But, however, dudity (dwaitam) exists
due to “Maya” which envelops this world.
Bhagwadgita suggests “Bhekti” Marga (path of
devotion) as one of the paths towards savation
to overcome Maya. In “Bhakti” you assume
yoursdlf to be different from Him. HeisLord and
you are his devotee, seeking bliss. Bhakti is full
of emotion (Bhavapurnam). The angle of
perception of the same ultimate truth is deviated
due to emoation of Bhakti. Hence worship differs
depending on the degree of feding intimacy with
God, the method of worship and the customsthat
are observed in temples are different from one
another. Thus the customs, the rituals, the
observance of different Pujas, car festivals and
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the idols a Jagannath Temple are unique and in
no way smilar to other Vaishnava temples. The
cusomsat Jagannath Temple coined in oneword,
“Jagannath Culture’.

Jagannath cultureisdifferent. Itisablend
of Aryan and non-Aryan culture. Primordial
peopleredizethe presence of ultimate by inginct,
if not by the knowledge, gained by reading
religious texts like Vedas and Upanishads. They
areinnocent and less materidistic when compared
to urban people. They identify themsdaves with
the Almighty. They offer food to god, if not with
traditiond orthodoxy.

Oneof theimportant aspects of Jagannath
Culture isidentifying Jagannath as incarnation of
Godwith dl characterigticsof human being. Thus
He is Purushotham.

The origind idols were ingaled a Puri
by the king, Indradyumna. According to the
ingructionsof Lord Jagannath Himsdlf inadream,
the king had sent one by name Vidyapdti to the
forestswherethetriba head by name, Viswabasu
wasworshipping Nedamadhab in asecret place.
(The entire story is not described due to lack of
space).

The shape and placement of idols on a
platform, known as “Ratna Smhasand’ attracts
Upanishadic interpretation of Ishwara. Lord Sri
Jagannathiswith hiselder brother, Sii Baabhadra
a hisright and in between them is placed ther
Sster, Sri Subhadra. Sri Subhadra has no hands
at dl, but one hand of each brother appearsto be
her own. Jagannath and Bdabhadra have two
hands each which are blunt without palm. None
of the three idols has legs, but rests on the base
of the wooden body.

Lord Si Jagannathisnot with hisconsort,
Lakshmi, but with his sster, Subhadra. Again
placement of the three idols is such that if a
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devotee gtands at the centre from a distance, he
will see full view of Subhadra and haf view of
Jagannath and Ba abhadra.

The dructure of idol of Subhadra, its
placement, and her sister relationship with
Jagannath, suggest that Subhadra is considered
to represent Maya. Maya, according to
Upanishads, makes her presence with Ishwara
a thesametime. Thuslshwaraand Mayacoexist
and they are inseparable. But Maya has an end
while Ishwara is infinite and hence He is
“anadianantam”. Maya exigs dueto “avidya’ or
ignorance of Jeevatma. Maya disappears or
vanishes if once jnanam is drawn on Jeeva. The
fact that Subhadra has no hands and it isa small
idol in comparison to other two suggeststhat she
has no independent existencejust likeMaya. The
whole Jagat isonly dueto projection of Maya. In
thismundane world we meegerly seethe presence
of God in the form of Dharma, truth, love and
humanity. Thisfact is suggested to the viewer as
he can seehdf view of Jagannath and Bhaabhadra
at adistance.

The Vedas say that God has cregted this
universe. But Upanishadswhich cameto uslatter
say that God has not created this world, but
Trigunas, viz. Satvic, Rgasc and Tamedic are
responsble for the emergence of this Jagat. The
Vasanas (impressions) in the form of pair of
opposites, such asgood and bad, siveet and bitter,
love and hatred which are experienced by jeeva
in the previous births, make room in the sub-
conscious. They with the help of *Chit” (mind),
take the shape of birth. Thus Mdina (impure)
Chaitania or in other words Chaitania, covered
by “Avidya’ (ignorance) isrespongblefor thebirth
of jeeva and entangle in the cycle of births and
rebirths, taking sorrows and pleasures astrueand
indulge in bondage. If this Upanishadic
interpretation is believed to be true, the fact that
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the idols of Lord Sri Jagannath and Sri
Bdabhadra, having no full hands, but blunt ones,
isvery well judtified. Literdly God hasnohandin
your karmic births, but He hdps to fulfill your
desires.

Krishnavatara appears at the end of
Dwapara Yuga. Even at that time, people have
no complete faith on God. There is a story,
regarding Sekshi Gopa temple near Puri. Two
Brahmin friends, in ther pilgrimageto Brindavan,
made avow before S Krishna, that if they would
be blessed with a daughter and a son separately
to each, their off springswould get married. After
having blessed so, the Brahmin of the boy had
not kept his word. So the father of the girl had
goneto Si Krishna at Brindavan with a request
to come with him to the village as a witness. S
Krishna had agreed to follow him but with a
condition that Brahmin should not look back. The
Brahmin, while walking, was hearing the sounds
of ankletsof Si Krishna When the Brahmin could
not hear the sound after sometime of hisjourney,
he got suspiciousand logt faith inthewords of S
Krishna and hence he looked back to verify
whether Sri Krishna was following him. As
Brahmin logt his faith, Si Krishna, who was in
fact following him, had stopped to follow and
turned to black stoneidol, now known as* Sakshi
Gopd”’

In Kai Yuga, the faith in God is further
deteriorated. Who iswaiting for God until justice
is done to him ? The growth of terrorism and
Naxdism is an example. How many murderers
are taking place every moment as a result of
revenge ?Lord Sri Jagannath and hisbrother have
no legs as you do not bdieve that they would
come to your rescue, but to those devotees who
havefathin Him. Heis Chaitanya Shakti or pure
conscious. |savasa Upanishad says,
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“Anegjad ekam manaso javiyo
N’ ainad deva apnuvan purvam arsat
Tad dhavato’ nyam atayeti .....”

(Though He is unmoved and undivided, He is
fagter than the mind and reaches before the mind
arrives. So He is beyond the grasp of mind.
Mightier Devatas, including Devendracannot get
Him.”)

Thefact that idols of Lord Sri Jagannath
and others, being devoid of legs, isirrdevant and
hence to have no legsis not impediment to come
to your rescue, provided you are having faith in
him.

The idol of Lord Si Venkateswara of
Tirumala is prepared from black stone in
traditional human form with Bhudevi and Sridevi.
His consort in Kdiyuga Avaara, S Padmavati
Devi is not with him a Tirumaa, but She isin
down hillsat AlameluMangapuram, near Tirupdti.

It is sad that people in Bhuloka were
suffering by the bad influence of Kali, as a
consequence of which injustice and false-hood
ruling theworld. Bhrugu Maharshi went to Vishnu
Lokato request Lord Sri Vishnu to incarnate in
this world to save dharma from the clutches of
Kali. Lord Vishnu at that time, had happy
moments with his consort, Lakshmi and did not
notice the presence of Bhrugu Rishi. The Rishi
got so much annoyed with Vishnu that he had
kicked Him on the chigt, saying that He, being
the saviour and sustainer of the whole jagat, was
merely spending time, while people in Bhuloka
were suffering from bad influence of Kdi. Lord
Vishnu, instead of getting offended and annoyed
with Rishi for having kicked him, prayed for
pardon and enquired whether histender feet got
hurted. The Lord Vishnu promised to take
incarnation in the name of Sri R.Venkateswaraat
Seven Hills Tirupati — Tirumda
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Again coming to Puri Jegannath, thereare
two unique cel ebrations, viz., Nabaka ebarautsav
and car fegtival. When two Ashadamonthscome
inacaendar year, old moolavigrahas (old idols)
arereplaced by newly madewooden idols (made
from neem tree). After transferring powers
(Shakti) from old onesto new onesby rituas, the
old ones are buried in the burid ground, outside
the temple premises, thus completely identifying
the god with one among us, reiteraing the fact
that any from in the Jagat is subjected to birth
and death. (Ja=birth, gat=passing away).

The annua car festival and preceding
ritudsarevery uniqueto Jagannath Temple. Every
year on “Jestha Purnima (full moon day in the
month of Jestha) the three gods are given water
bath intensdly, as result the gods are declared ill.
The temple will be closed for generd public until
dwitiyaday of Ashadamonth. During thesedays,
the gods are offered only pepper and other chera
moolicas (rootsof medicind plants) but not regular
anna bhoga (offerings of cooked rice).

On the dwitiya day of Ashada month
newly painted origind idols are taken out of the
sanctum sanctorum for car festival by a specid
ritua, known as, ‘ Pahundiyatra .

No where in any Vashnava temple,
induding S Venkatesvara Temple of Seven Hills
origind idols (Moola Vigrahas) are taken out of
sanctum sanctorum for the car festival.

Firgt Sudarshan Chakrain the form of a
pillar is taken out and kept in the chariot of
Subhadra Then Si Subhadra, beinginsmdl sze
and dso to give respect to the femde identity,
sheiscarried with handsand placedin her chariat,
Darpadalana. Sri Balabhadra and then Sri
Jagannath are taken out. It is very pleasant and
emotiona scene when these idols are brought to
chariotsamidst the sounds of conchesand metdlic
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discs while Pandas (temple priests) dance
ecdaicaly. The idols are tied with thick ropes,
held by some Pandasin front while some hold a
the back. When the idols are dragged forward,
they swing forward on their bases, smultaneoudy
Pandas &t the back, pull the ropes so that idols
dideforward without being toppled. Thisisknown
as‘Pahundi Yatrd . What awonderful sght it idl
Thegodsmoveforward whileswinging back and
forth as if they are nodding their heads in tune
with the mood of devotees.

The Bhakti of devotees, gathered inlakhs
in Badadanda (the name of the location of temple)
reaches crescendo. At this stage, the difference
between the god and devotees vanishesin such a
manner that they touch, embarrass and make
gestures and tak very intimately as if to ther
belovedsin love, forgetting themsdvestotdly.

At this stage the Bhakti leads to jnanam,
though these two are different paths of redizing
the ultimete.

Once Sri Rgagopdachari, the writer of
severd religiousbooksfor children, whilemaking
comment on “Bhaja Govindam” of Sri Adi
Sankaracharya, saysthat the paths of bhakti and
jnanam, though appear to be divergent, they
convergeinto the same ultimate. Bhakti isabelief
and bhavapurnam, transforming the mind with
ultimateredity, whilejnanam istotaly logica and
beyond it without any emation, rather you will
redize the ultimate in absolute Slence.

After the Lords teke their segts in their
respective chariots in the car festival of Lord Sri
Jagannath, an unique function, caled “Chhera
Pahanra’ takes place. Rga of Puri (even now)
who is deemed to be the firgt citizen of Utkd,
consders himsdlf asthefirst servant of Lord Sri
Jagannath. Therefore he sweeps three chariots
one by one with golden broomstick while
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sanctified water is sprinkled amidst the Vedic
chants.

Thisact of theking Sgnifiesthat heisonly ameans
(Nimithamatra) of serving the peoplein the name
of God, thusleaving hisego and submitting himself
to God inthe path of Karmayoga. Itisasuggestion
to dl who are a the hdm of affairsin legidaure,
executiveand judiciary wingsof our governments
to execute their work properly and perfectly in
the name of God.

The chariots of Sri Balabhadra, Sri
Subhadraand lastly Sri Jagannath are drawn by
devoteesto their birth place, (GundichaMandir)
wherethey stay nine daysand come back to their
origind templein areturn car fedtival.

In thetemple of Lord Sri Venkatesvara
a seven hills, there are no pardld rituds. The
moola vigrahas are never taken out of sanctum
sanctorum in a car festiva. Only utsav vigrahas
(idols) are taken out to a single chariot which is
not built every year. Venkateswara, in the name
of Maayappa, enjoy the chariot riding. Theidols
return on the same day. In Brahmotsavam, each
day Sri Mdayappa rides on a specific vahanam,
like Garuda vahanam, Adisesha vahanam eic.,
there is dso no Chhergpanhanra by the head of
the gate as in Puri. There is dso no change of
moolavigrahas asin Nabaka ebera Utsav in Puri
Jagannath Temple.

Further no devotee is alowed to touch
Lord Venkateswara or in any South Indian
Vashnava temples. But the practice of dlowing
any devotee to go into sanctum sanctorum and
touch the moola vigrahas a Jagannath templein

paticular timingsis prevaling.
In car fedtival aso peoplearealowed to
touch the origind idols. This seems to be very

odd practice especially to those who are
acquainted with the orthodoxy of Ayappatemple
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at Sabarimalai in Keraa State. Even women are
not alowed to enter the temple to have darshan

of Sri Ayyappa.

But everlasting redlity is that there is
nothing in this universe in which the Almighty is
not present. According to |savasya Upanishad,

“ Om, Isavasyam idam servam yatkin ca jagatyam jagat”

(Whatever there is changeful in this ephemerd
world — al must be enveloped by Ishwara).

There is nothing in this universe which
does not possess Almighty. The body moves
because of Him. If He is not there, this body is
dead. So whoistouchingwhom?ThisisVedantic
perception of God. But one thing, how to know
that a particular devotee, whether reached the
status of a*“Seer” who is expected to be devoid
of doership. (Katrutvabhava) and enjoyership
(Bhoktrutvabhava) and enjoys the status of a
“Sakshibhuta (a mere witness). People with
pseudo conceptsare many inthisworld. He, who
touches the idols of sanctum sanctorum must
redizethat heisnot doing so physcdly, but with
pure conscious where the mind is completely
subdued when heredly fed sthetouch of dmighty.

At the end of the day, after discussng so
much about God and practices in the temples,
what countsisonly the redlization of humanity and
love.

Since He is present everywhere
(Omnipresent), itisessentid to redize“thewhole
world is Swarupbheda of the same Almighty. So

“Service to humanity is service to God”
And
“Serve everybody and hurt nobody”

Prof. A.V.Pandu Ranga Rao, D/15, Middle Street,
Balgjinagar, Chromepet, Chennai-44.
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The Cdl of the Khandagiri Hills
Sudarshan Das
The day has dawn Where one can do Asana,
In Khandagiri hills, Pranayams, Y ogas and Meditation,
The Hatigumpha, Ranigumpha To drink the nectar of immortality.
And Ganesh Gumpha Friends! try to enter

Enthrilled with ecstasy,

With smdlls of sweet fragrance,
The unseen veenas

Harped with sweet

anahat musc,

the chanting of AUM by
thousands of Y ogis

benegth the hills

in hidden caves,

the revelations of sound

in mid night hours

when everything is cam and quiet
can be listened

by cherished Yogis

who try to hear in

inner divine ears.

Devotee Y ogis can see

Inther inner eyes,

The beauty.

The love of monkeys

Under leadership Shree Hanumanji and what not !
Only love can get

Theimmortd love,

The only road to interior pilgrimage
The Kunjavanalike Vatikas
Resemble the “ Shyamakunja’
And “Nidhikunjd@ of Vrindavan.
The Ganesha Gumpha

Isthe best centre of Y oga,

And enjoy in your pilgrimage;
And what not available
In the reminiscence of
King Kharavd's
Cregtions!
Y ou can very well have the darshan
Of your “Igtha’
If you try sncerdy,
Devotiondly and
Wholeheartedly
Y ou can be convinced
Of the forecasting of
Mahapurusha Si Achyutananda
The thirteen days fighting
Will end Kdiyuga
And Satya Y ugawill
Commence.
Comeup Yogid
Join the Army of Kaki Senani
Under the leadership of
Shree Jagannath
Enjoy the peace and bliss
And ligten to the direction
Of your inner heart
To change the cancerous atitude
Of the evil human minds and your own mind.
And to plod on the right path.
Ja Jagannath !

Sudarshan Das, Satya Sai Enclave, MIG-2 - 276, Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar — 751030
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FULFILLING THE COMMITMENT OF SETTING OUT A REGIME
OF GOOD GOVERNANCE INIMPLEMENTING THE RTI ACT, 2005
IN ODISHA.

In abid to effect trangparency and accountability in the system of governance, the Government
of Odisha in Information and Public Relations Department has sincerely implemented the Right to
Information Act, 2005. To expedite the process of implementation, it has put in place a robust IT
intervention in the form of RTI Centrd Monitoring Mechanism cdled “L ok Soochana” avalable &
www.rtiodishagov.in.

While studying this initiative, the World Bank has termed it as “truly impressive”. The
Confederation of Indian Industries State Chapter has conferred best IT Award on this Technology
Intervention.

It has dso brought crowning glory to the State bagging best website Award of eGov 2.0 as
the most user friendly interfacein thewhole country. Prior to thisdistinction, thisI T gpplication hasaso
been awarded in the international e-India 2010 Conclave held at Hyderabad. More particularly,
these achievements made in the front of implementation of RT1 in Odisha has been gppreciated by the
gtting Judge of Hon' ble Supreme Court of India.

In asgnificant development, this RTI Portal of Government of Odisha has won the National
Awar dson e-Gover nance 2011-12indituted by DAR& PG, Govt. of Indiain the Best Gover nment
Portal Category.

The Government of Odisha in the Noda Department of Information & Public Relaions has
mooted an intensive information campaign to make aware the public on the utility of this Act and train
the government machinery for effective implementation catering to the provisions as enshrined in the
Section-26 of the RTI Act, 2005.

As a part of multi-pronged drategy, this RTI Campaign has been launched through print,
electronic, visua and ord medium at State, Didtrict, Block and Panchayat level. Stress has been laid to
creste awvareness among rurd public involving PRI functionaries and civil societies. Thisinitiative will
be continued till the end of 12" Five Year Plan.

To make available citizen friendly services on RTI, attempts are being made to cregte an RTI
Call Centre, Online and e-payments of RTI Applications, Project Management Unit (PMU) and make
available servicesthrough Common Service Centres (CSCs) al over the State during the period of 12t
FiveYea Plan.
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Speech Ddlivered by Shri Pradip Kumar Amat,
Hon' ble Speaker, Odisha Legidative Assembly inthe
58th Common Wedth Parliamentary Conference at
Colombo, Srilankafrom 10th to 15th September 2012.

Over the years, youth unemployment has stood as a formidable chalenge before the planners
and politicians across the world. Its virulence and magnitude has crested grest concern among the
economists and intellectuas of the globe. Over a number of internationd seminars, summits and
symposumsit his been debated and discussed how to get rid of the tentacles of this nagging chalenge
and provide adequatejob opportunitiesto the budding youths of the devel oping and devel oped countries.
Of course, unemployment is ubiquitous dl over the world however the recent recession in the west has
accelerated the malignancy of unemployment very significantly. Out of the globa |abour force of 3.3
billion, 200 million persons have been estimated to be fully unemployed. 75 million young people are
jobless.

Indiais dso in the stronghold of this menace and tackling youth unemployment has sood asa
biggest challenge that the nation isfacing today. Both in Rura and Urban Indiaisin the clod grip of this
monstrous menace. The number of Jobseekersregistered with Employment Exchange ason 30.09.2011
was 401.02 lakh in rura urban aress taken together.

The Gowvt. of India has been making persstent effort to come out of thisimpasse by focusing on
creation of productive employment at a faster pace to raise incomes of masses to bring about a generd
improvement of thar living condition. The Job opportunities are created on account of growth in Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) investment in infrastructure development, growth in exports etc. A number of
employment generation programmes such as Prime Minister Employment Guarantee Programme
(PMEGP), SvarnaJayanti Employment Generation Y ojana (SGSY'), Nationa Rurd Livelihood Misson,
SwarnaJayanti Sahar Rozgar Y ojanafor the urban youth and the most striking and historic move enacted
by the Govt. in recent years is the Mahatma Gandhi Nationd Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), which is perhgps the largest employment generating programme in the world ensuing a
one-step ahead movetowards generating the right to work in acountry with a population over onebillion.
It amsat enhancing the liveihood security of peoplein rurd aress by guarantesing hundred days of wage
employment in afinancid year to arurd household who volunteer to do unskilled manud work.

Apart from this, the outstanding and ambitious five year plans of India, with the vision of fagter,
sustainable and inclusive growth focus on generation of productive employment at afaster pace. Much
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emphasis has been given on opening and functioning of ITI's, so that training facilities can be available
a door steps of youth residing in rurd, hilly and inaccessible areas of the Country. The Members of
Parliament Loca Area Development Scheme (MPLAD) have dso made noteworthy contributions for
providing employment opportunities to the rurd and urban youth.

Inspite of dl these, tackling thisincreasingly chalenging phenomenon for both developing and
developed countries in an era of recurrent globa economic criss is, infact, a daunting task standing
ahead. However, to get rid of thisimpasse the states may adhereto thefollowing holistic measuresfrom
grassroot to globd leve.

1. Prime Importance should be on generation of sustainable livelihoods among disadvantaged
populations epecidly in developing countries.

2. Improvement of the effectiveness of the non-forma training system to mediate the laterad
potentias of young people into productive, socia and economic activity be adhered to.

3. Sdf employment, entrepreneurship, school to work programmes and work based training should
be promoted. Partnership to private sector needs to be strengthened. Cottage and small scale
industries should be encouraged

4, Overhauling of the rigid economic policy of the nation states ensuring active policies to offer
work or training to youth drifting into long term unemployment be made a a brisk pace.

5. Youth Employment Network, with integrated database of jobs, employers and available
employees be set up in nation wide.

Thank you very much.
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Goddess Batamangada
(At the Gateway of Puri)

Jagannath M ahaprabhu isvery compassionateto
His devotees. He can't bear with anybody
tormenting themin any manner or form. TheLord
a thesametime, isvery dever. True, Heisdways
behind His devotees but Heisnot so easily to be
caught by them. Themorethey run closer toHim,
the more He distances

Himsdf away from ther
proximity. In the cosmic
game, this is known as |-
“His hide and seek
pagtime’. His kingdom is
however within the heart
of a devotee. To
commune with it, one has
to go deep into silent |
adoration. But for that
purpose, one has to have
asgmple heart like that of
Vidura's consort on the
path of devotion. He has
to be honest, and virtuous
a heart. Thisis what is
known as impeccable
devotion.

Nonetheless, His |
mercy is essentid to get |-
oneself freed from the [
bondage of delusion
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which reigns supreme in one's materid life. The
mind experiencing myriad vidsStudesat lagt holds
on to the rational conviction that to have
“Mokshd’ inlife, there hasto beno life efter death.
Birth after birth through the womb of amother is
doubtless a painful experience in the materia
world. The goal of life
being God-redization, this
is possible only when one
isfreed from the bondage
of birth and deeth in the
cosmic process of
evolution.

InDevi Tatwa, one can
have the blessings of the
Lord, only after the
blessngs of Devimataare
achieved. Devimdaisthe
replica of ddugon. In the
cosmic gameof theLord,
Devimaaisthefirg divine
event of thecreation. Itis
actudly She Who incites
the spirit of action in the
Almighty Lord. God is
omnipresent. So, in this
sense, He is static by
nature and devoid of
action. He leaps into
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action within only when He comesin contact with
the activating force of Devimatain the process of
the cosmic game. Mayais actualy the activating
force of the Goddess. It is both in the affirmative
and the negative forms. The affirmative form of
Mayaisknownas‘Vidyamayd . Itsnegativeform
isknown as‘ Avidyamayad . Onegetstheresult of
one' s action in the manner the same is directed.
This is the whole concept of Devi Tatwa in
relation to worship of Devimata in life. Devi is
dwaysone. SheisKdi. SheisMahdakshmi. She
isaso Maha Saraswati. She however assumesa
name according to the nature of Her service. She
isworshipped inamultitude of divineexpressions.
Batamangala near Puri is one such divine
expression. She is a Vaishnabi Thakurani by
nature. Sheisworshipped asthedivine precursor
of dl-round happiness.

The poet 9ngs “Re, the fatigued mind,
walk aong the path ahead of you that leads to
the Grand Templeof Lord Jagannath. Ontheway
comesBaamangdafirs. ThencomesAtharanda
Then Badadanda, the Grand Road. Takeitsdust
on your forehead and serve the Sadhus. Reach
Sddheswar next. Havethe divine stroke on your
forehead from the sacred cane at the Singhdwar
of thetemple. And next enter the Templeclimbing
the 22 geps. Kaibalyaisavallable on either sde.
And findly havethe‘Darshan’ of the Lord Who
is cadled “Kadasrimukha’ standing behind the
Garuda Rillar”.

These are the various parts of the
pathway that lead one from Batamangaa to the
Grand Temple. The land of Lord Jagannath thus
starts from Batamangala. The temple of the
Goddessis situated by the sde of the main road
about 5 km beforethetemple of Lord Jagannath.

Thedevoteebound for theGrand Temple
from Bhubaneswar stands for awhile in front of
Batamangala and offers sacred light (Alati)
seeking her blessings.
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There is a beautiful Sory in this regard.
Itissadthat a thetimeof creation of theuniverse,
Mother Batamangalahad shown the path to Lord
Brahma to have the Darshan of the Lord. Itis
the popular belief in this connection that Brahma
had come into existence in the cosmic cregtion
on a Tueday in the month of Chaitra. At that
point of time, he saw around him the vastness of
an endlessvoid and seeing that horrific syndrome,
he became ruffled in mind. Maa Batamangdahad
appeared in front of Brahma at that particular
point of time and shown him the path for further
courseof action. Asaresult of this, Lord Brahma
had been able to see the bottom of the universe
down below the navel of Lord Narayan and
cregted the universe. Since Maa Batamangda
hed shown Brahma the way in the midst of his
utter perplexities, she was known in the
subsequent period of time as Batamangdain the
land of Lord Jagannath. Batamangala however
does not have any place in customary rituas of
Lord Jagannath.

Itisknownto oneand dl that in the early
days, when there was no proper road-
communication to Puri, the devotees who were
coming to this sacred land on pilgrimage, had to
pass through severa hardships and tribulations.
Therewas abelief then that once they set out on
their pilgrimage, there was no chance of ther
returning back to their respective homes. Soin
that way, their journey to Puri was considered as
their last journey in life. In the context of that
gtuation, it waspopularly believed thet whosoever
died at Puri during their sacred pilgrimage was
destined to go to heaven and attain “Moksha’.
This belief even continues today. For which
reason, the old people even today prefer to spend
thar last part of life at Puri in the hope of getting
Moksha after their death.

Purursottoma Kshetra is now well
communicated in dl respect. It is connected by
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both raillsand roadson al sdes. Till 1811, there
was virtualy no road-communication to Puri.
Orissa came under British control in 1803. In
1826, thethen British chief chalked out aplan for
congtruction of aPuccaroad from Calcuttato St
George Fortress. This was a massive
development project. This was considered
necessary for effective control over the areas
included under British control. During the process
of the aforesaid construction, abranch-road was
provided on the highway at a point near
Bhubaneswar which was later known as
Jagannath Sadak. Thiswasdonein theinterests
of the pilgrimsvigting Puri. Ontherequest of the
British Chief, the Moharagja of Calcutta,
Sukhamaya Ray had contributed Rs.1.50 Lakh
for this purpose. However prior to this road
project, king Machya-kesari of Machya Dynasty
who had ruled our place during the period from
975 AD to 995AD had got a bridge constructed
a Atharanada which in the subsequent period of
time maintained the continuity of the aforesaid
branch-road upto Singhadwara, Puri.

It is further discernable from historical
recordsthat Bhanudev(1) of GangaDynasty who
was the ruler of this place from 1264 to 1279
had developed the Banki Muhana area by filling
up theintervening water courses and reduced the
number of chariotsfrom 6 to 3 during the sacred
Car Festival. All these and other ancillary
developments which had taken place from time
to time had led to the overdl development of the
area around Batamangala and enhanced the
importance of the place to acongderabl e extent.

Worship of Batamangaa, during Chaitra
month is found mention in the Sakti cult of Utkal
Pradesh. It is stated here that Shree Rama by
worshipping Sarbamangala, (also known as
Mangaa Chandrika, Mangala and so on) had
killed Ravan and rescued Sita from Lanka.

12

Batamangda is a four armed Brahmashaktimai
goddess. She looks youthful and immaculatdy
graceful in Her degant gppearance like freshly
bloomed flowers. Attired magnificently in different
ornaments, She has three beautiful eyes. She is
the symbol of peaceand impeccabledivinity. She
isthe conferrer of divineblessngson dl devotees.

But Batamangala like Mangala of
Kakatpur does not have any connection with the
customary rituals of Jagannath Temple, Puri.
Everybody is in know of the fact of that during
Nabaka ebar festival, the Sebayats of thetemple
in search of Neem wood for making the divine
images first come to the temple of Mangaa,
Kakatpur. They fal prostrate before the deity for
getting divine directions as regards the location
of the sacred Neem trees. If within 3 days, no
divine direction is forthcoming in dream, the
Sebayats would next conduct a specia worship
before the goddess. It is believed in this
connection that aflower at proper timewould fall
from the head of the deity during the specia
performance of the religious ritud and the faling
of the flower would indicate the direction
pertaining to thelocation of the Neemtrees. The
Sebayats would then proceed to these placesin
search of the trees for truncating their trunks.

BataManga ahasaunique placein Shakti
Tatwa of Utka Pradesh. She is seated in the
templeinlotuspose. Sheisdightly morethan 2ft
high. Of Her four hands, two hands downward
are found loftily extended indicating a pose
conferring harmonious blessngs on Her devotees.
The other two hands are noticeable in upward
pose. The right upper hand holds a conch and
the left upper hand a trident. The devotees get
captivated noticing the enchanting deity adorned
in different ornaments. The Panthel Osha, adso
known as Bata Oshaas apopular rdigiousritua
is intimately connected with Goddess of
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Batamangala. This Pujais conducted by women
at the bi-junction pointsof village-roads. At night,
the women observing the ritud indal a pasple
and worship it as the symbol of Batamangda.
They offer a peculiar type of sweetmeet known
as Atekdi to the deity.

The Pujaisperformed on dl Tuesdaysin
month of Chaitra. It isknown from Brahmapurana
that on a Tuesday in the month of Chaitra, Lord
Brahma had begun the creation of the universe.
The bi-junction mode of worship is reflective of
the concept of bewildering confusion. At a
bi-junction point, it is but natural that one cannot
offhand know which road of thetwo actudly leads
toone sproper destination. At thetimeof creation
of the universe, Lord Brahma was on smilarly
the horns of several dilemmas. It is said in
Brahmapurana that Maa Mangda at that time
came to the rescue of Brahma and gave him
proper direction after which of the cregtion of the
universe could be possble.

Consdered from the sgnificance of al
these descriptions, MaaMangdaisthus described
as a Goddess symbolic of aproper pathfinder in
life. Sheisworshiped asauniversd divineguide.
Sheisaso believed asthe displayer of right and
proper directionstoal Her devotees. Itisbelieved
in some corners that worship of Batamangdais
related to Adivad culture. It pertainsto a sort of
norn-Arian mode of worship which ganed itsforce
from arura cusomary practice.

Batamangda Temple hasthusgot itsown
Spiritual importance. Its existence at the entry-
point of Puri isdeemed asadisplayer of righteous
path to the pilgrims bound for Puri. Thedety itis
believed bestowsblessingson the devoteesbefore
they enter the grand temple.
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The temple of Batamangala is managed
on the offerings of the pilgrims and normal
passengers. Thetemple hasno property of itsown
except its 8-decimd land on which the temple
and dl its premises have been congtructed. This
fact is discernable from the settlement records.
Wedso get many other information about the past
of the temple from the Sebayats who are the
resdents of Krupasagar-patnavillagenow in Puri
Municipdity. The temple has a height of about
15ft from its basement, its entrance being about
4ft high. About 20 yearsback, the deity wasbeing
worshiped on aroadside land under the open sky
as aloca Goddess of Krupasagar-patna. Now
however the postion of the temple is totally
different. The temple is well furnished from dl
Sdes. All the expenses of the temple are met out
of public contributions.

It is seen over the period of the time that
with theincrease in the number of vehicles plying
aong Bhubaneswar-Puri road, theincome of the
temple has increased. Now the vehicles passng
through this way usually halt in front of
Batamangdatemple. Sometimes the drivers and
the passengers getting down offer Dipaand coins
asdivineofferingstothedety. They asotakethe
vermillion of thedeity on their foreheadsand even
apply the same on their vehides.  This is the
famoustemple of Batamangaaon theway to Puri.

Durgamadhab Dash, House No-138, Ananta Vihar,
Phase-11, Pokhariput, Bhubaneswar.
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Goddess Samalesvari is worshipped as the
presding deity in mogt of the Sakta shrines of
Wegtern Odisha. She is worshipped in various
forms and figures such as in the case of
Samdaesvari temple of Barpdi and Sambapur,
She is worshipped as a large block of stone in
the middle of which is a projection resembling
the mouth of a cow; the
extremity of thisprojection has
a groove of a thread breath
which is cdled the mouth. As
discussed by N. Senapati and
B. Mohanty*, a both sides of
the projection, there are [
depressions over which
between gold leave is placed
as a substitute for eye.
According to some scholars?,
itisasodescribed asamassve |y
triangular rock with something
like a penis protruding at the
bottom, a unique image in the
whole country, a rare relic of
the linga-yoni worship. She
does not correspond to any
other deties of Hindu religion.
However, in certain Samalesvari temples of
Western Odisha, especidly intherura areas She
is worshipped in the anthropomorphic form of
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Fesivas, Rituasand Vesas of
(Goddess Samaesvarl of Sambapur

Dr. PK. Sngh

Goddess Durga under the Semel trees. For
example at Bhatigaon under Barpali block of
Bargarh didrict, icon of Mahisamarddini Durga
is worshipped as Goddess Samdesvari. Alsoin
case of Budhi Samalei of Suvarnapur, the
presiding deity is a four-armed Durga. Thus
Goddess Samdesvari is a popular deity in the
length and breadth of Western
Odisha

Rituals

When the Chauhankings
of Patna State came to rule
over Western Odisha, they
tried to gppeasethelocd tribes
by accepting their deity
Samalel as their Istadevi
(tutelary deity) and thereby
manipulating therr support for
good governance. According
to noted scholar F. Deo?®, the
Chauhan king Balaram Dev
(1542 to 1556 A.D.) exulted
thelocd triba deity Samale to
datedeity by accepting thefoot
prints of his ancestor, Ramai
Dev, thefirgt Chauhan king, adorned her with great

veneration and respect. Therefore the Chauhan
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kings made it as their state policy by accepting
the locd faiths and beliefs for the expansion of
their territory. Since then Goddess Samalesvari
occupies a very pivotd pogtion in the reigious
and culturd life of the people of Western Odisha
Number of Samaesvari temples are dotted with
throughout the length and breadth of Western
Odisha. In each and every temple dedicated to
Goddess Samalesvari, festivals are observed in
specific months of the year i.e., September and
October are very common. In this discussion,
gpecific study has been made with regard to
fedtivals, rituals and vesas associated with the
Goddess Samdesvari of Sambapur. Since the
timeof Bdaram Dev, theillugtrious Chauhan king,
Goddess Samaesvari became the tutelary deity
of the king and the people of his kingdom. As
described in Kosalananda M ahakavyam,
Sambapur grew luxurioudy to a metropolis full
of riches and free from fear and abounding in
nature which came without efforts due to the
blessings of Goddess Samaesvari. Sambal pur
becamethe capitd city of Chauhan kingdomasa
landmark in the history and culture of Western
Odishan people. The regular Puja and Seva to
Goddess gtarted whichwas gradualy Sanskritized
and Aryanised. As in the case of other Sakta
templesof Western Odisha, tribd priestsnormally
worship, but in Samaesvari temple of Samba pur,
Kshatriya priests are engaged for worship since
the time of Baaram Dev.

Sambal pur was al so popular as a seat of
Tantric Buddhismfromtheearly times. Evenwhen
Buddhism was about to decline in different parts
of India, the new order Tantric Buddhism bagan
to flourish under the princess Laxmikara, thesster
of king Indrabhuti of Sambd in 8" century A.D.
Perhaps the present pitha of Goddess
Samaleswari owes its origin to this period.
According to scholar S.S. Pandat, indde the
sanctum of Samde temple apair of human foot
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printswith two eight-petaled lotusrosstte motifs
on both the sides are carved on a stone pand,
which isworshipped as Sitd Mata. Such type of
foot prints were worshipped by Siddhacharyas,
which was common in the Buddhist Tantric
School. Thus in the worship of Goddess
Samdesvari there was very much influence of
Tantridsm.

According to Late Durga Prasad Ray?,
the chief priest of Samalesvari temple of
Sambal pur, Goddess Samalesvari isworshipped
in Vashnavi mantra i.e., om hring shring
Somalesvarje aing sring namah. Vija Mantra
Sing. Gayatri Mantra. Narayanai Bidmahe
Somolesvarjei dhimahim tamodevi
prochodayat.

Dhyana: Sndura Ranakanti hemavandana
soundharya varan nidhi, ratnakalpa
bibhusitam kuchanatam saleikarimanjarim,
hasthe sulagadam sikhecha mukutam
soudanmini sannibham, dhayardugabare
viragjitatare sri Somaladhisvarim.

Prarthana: Sdhi bhavatume Devi Tatprasadat
krupamayee, lokamata Gopi rupa trahimam
saranagata ®

Goddess Samde is offered with both
vegetarian and non-vegetarian foods. Thus the
tribal deity worshipped by the aboriginals has
become an idol of the Hindus in course of time.
According to Pandit Gopineth Panigrahi,” Samde
is no other than Goddess Asapuri of the
Garhsambhar Chauhans. He has tried to prove
the lunar origin of the Chauhans through the
etymologica significance of the word Samala
(Soma-crescent moon). A close look however
revedsthat Samae isnot aHinduicon, noarmed
Durga. Onthe other hand as pointed out by noted
scholar Prof. P.M. Nayak® She hastheform of a
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caste vaginainterpenetrated with the penis, which
presupposes that the name is perhaps derived
from theword Sambhala suggestive of the gbility
to bear. This linga-yoni image reminds us to
several centuries back to the Greeko-Roman
days of phdlic worship. This phalic image of
Samala is hardly concreted by our efforts to
Aryanize and modernize and Hinduise this very
primitive deity through improvization and
visudization of an ovd face with a protruding
tongue with dl her superimposad ornaments and
garlands Goddess Samda standson ahugeblock
of gone in the unmistakable shgpe of a vagina
penetrated by apenis. Like Goddess Charchika
of Banki, Birga of Jgpur, Sarda of Jhankada,
Chendi of Cuttack, Samle of Samba pur hasmade
Sambal pur asan important SektaPithaof Odisha.

Festivals

Fegtivalsare the occasonsthat reinforce
the presence of Gods and Goddesses in the life
of theindividuas and community. Those areadso
moments for the people and to be a part of as
old, yet fill vibrant and living traditions®. Festivas
ared 0 full of enjoyment, whenthey coincidewith
agricultura events such as harvest like Nuakhai
or Navarna celebrated in West Odisha during
Bhadraba Sukla Paksha every year. Websters
Dictionary defines the term festivd as aday or
time of religious or other celebration marked by
feadting, ceremoniesor their observances. Festiva
iscelebrated by onerdigiousor sub group, group,
a tribe or a community with exceptions to few
individuds. Rituas performed during festivasare
common to onesocia group, ardigioussect or a
community. Food, sweets, fruits, nuts etc.
prepared during the festivals are common to one
socid group, religious sect or a community. The
celebration of such festivadsand ritualsassociated
with Sektaghrines of western Odishaarerdigious
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in nature which reflects the culture of the people
of the particular area or locdity. Here discusson
has been made with regard to some important
Saktafedtiva sassociated with Samd esvari temple
of Sambalpur.

The major festivals associated with
Samaesvari temple are Nuakhai, Mahalaya and
SaradiyaVasantika Durga Puja. Every year with
much pump and luxury, Nuakha Bhetghat is
organized on Bhadrava Sukla Paksha insde the
temple premises. People of Sambd pur region eat
Navarna (new rice) only after it is offered to
Goddess Samalesvari. Nua Khai is such a
popular festival in western Odisha that on this
occasion people exhibit their gratitude and
thankfulnessto the creator and Mother Goddess
earth. This festival normaly observed on the 5"
day of Bhadrava Sukla Paksha when newly
harvested riceisfirg offered to the presiding deity
Samaesvari and other gods and goddesses and
then they eat the new rice sitting together.
Everybody wears new clothes, people clean their
houses. Y ounger membersof thefamily touch the
feet of the dders in the neighbourhood and visit
Samaesvari temple to pay homage to the daty.
On this occason various types of cultura events
like music and dance, meeting, akhada are
organized at the premises of the Samalesvari
temple. Another important celebration associated
with Goddess Samdesvari is Gundikha on the
day of full moon of Phalguna, the first crop of
mangoes with char (a type of miniature sweet
black berries) and new Mahul flower are first
offered to Goddess Samalesvari and then
members of the locality take those offerings. In
themonth of April onthe occason of Mahavisuva
Samkranti, Hanuman Jayanti is celebrated insde
thetemple precinct. By worshipping Devi Durga,
Sati Savitri got back her hushand, Setyavan. To
commemorate this event, Savitri Vrata is
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celebrated in the month of May. In the month of
June Samalesvari isworshipped asthe protector
agang al dangers and in Her honour Vrata and
Hera Panchami are observed. In the month of
July, Chitau Amavasya and Sravanaviseka are
performed in the temple. The other fedtivals are
sucht® as  Sravanabhiseka, Ganesh Chaturthi
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(August-September), Puguntia Osha, Dipavdli,
Syama Puja, Maha Sarasvati Puja etc. are
observed.

The following festivals are celebrated
throughout the year in the Hindu caendar month
which are asfollows.

Jyestha Purnima

Sravana Purnima

Bhadraba K rushnapaksha Astami
Bhadraba Suklapaksha Panchami
AsvinaKrushngpaksha Asthami
AsvinaKrushna Paksha Amavasya

Asvina Suklapaksha Pratipada

Asvina Suklgpaksha Sgptami
Asvina Suklgpaksha Agtami

Asvina Suklapaksha Navami
Asvina Suklgpaksha Dasami
Asvina Purnima

Kartika Krushngpaksha Amavasya
Every Thursday of Margadra
Pausa Purnima

Magha Sukla Paksha Panchami
Magha Purnima

Makara Samkranti

Phaguna Purnima

Chaitra Sukla Paksha Pratipada to Navami

Pana Samkranti
Akshaya Tritiya
Every Tuesday

Jdlasayi Utsav of Bhairava Baba
Sravanabhiseka of Goddess Samalesvari
Ambika Puja

Nuakhai

Beginning of Sohda Puja

Mahdaya, Dhavdamukhi Vesaor GangaDarshana
Vesa

SaradiyaNavaratri Pujaand and lighting of Jagara
Dipa
Beginning of Triratri Manaska Jagara Dipa

Mahastami, Sandhi Puja, Akhada in the temple
compound, Khandadhua Sobhajatra

Mahanavami, Akhada Parikrama

Vijaya Dasami, Rangjita Sobhayatra

Flag ceremony

Syama Puja

Mahdaxmi Puja

Pausyabhiseka

Mahasarasvati Puja

Purnahuti of Chabis Prahari Nama Jagna
Purnahuti of three-day long Dipa Mahgagna
Dola Purnima, Gundi Khai

Basantika Navaratri Puja and Lighting of Jagara
Dipa

Specid Pujaof Stala Thakurani

Si Si Samdesvari Bhgan Samaroha
Specid Pujaat Akhada Hanuman Temple.
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TimeTablein the Temple

Mangdaadti a 5 A.M.

Bhoga and Pahada at 12 noon to 12.30 P.M.
Alati a 8 P.M.

Bhogaat 9 P.M.

Closing of thetemple a 10 P.M.

(Some variations may be observed on Tuesdays
and on specific fedtivals)

Vesas of Samalesvari

Vesa means costume, attire or dress.
Another important aspect associated with
Goddess Samaesvari is Her different Vesas on
festive occasons of the year. Those Vesas can
be discussed as follows:

Dhavalamukhi (Ganga Darshan) Vesa

On the day of Asvina Amavasya
Mahalaya, Goddess Samalesvari is decorated
with white colour insteed of red. It is a popular
belief that Darshan to Goddess during this vesa
is as good as darshan to Goddess Ganga.
According to legend of theMahabhar ata, when
Lord Krishna offered blessngs to Bhisma, who
was deeping on the bed of arrows, told that
Mahdaya Sadha darshan of Goddess Ganga
leads to the Mukti or salvation of the departed
soul. Itisnot possiblefor everyoneto have Ganga
Darshan on this auspicious day, therefore
Goddess Samalesvari gave darshan to Her
devotees and cure sins and sufferings. Since the
time of Rga Bdaram Dev (16" century A.D.)
thisVesaisin practicetill today. TheseVesasare
continued for two and hdf days.

Nava Durga Vesa

On the occason of Durga Puja, in the
month of October from theAsvina Qukla Paksha
Pratipada till Navami (9" day) Goddess

18

A
( Q\(

QOctober - 2012

Samalesvari dressed with Navadurga Vesa in
every afternoon and Sheis offered with Puja by
the devotees.

Sailaputri Vesa (Pratipada)
SAlgputri Vesais narrated in the following sl oka:

Vande bacnhhita lavaya Chandra dhakruta sekharam
Vrusrudhham Suladharam sailaputri jasasvini

Goddess Samalesvari is worshipped as Parvati,
the daughter of Himalaya and known as Sala
Putri. In this Vesa the Goddess holds trident and
lotusin Her right and left hands respectively. Her
head looks like crescent moon. Goddess offers
blessngs and fulfills the desire of the devotees.

Brahmacharini Vesa (Dvitiya)
Thisvesa is narrated in the following sloka :

Dadhana varapadmavhya
Akshamala kamandalu
Devi prasidatu mayee
brahmacharini annuttama

In the second day of the Navaratra
(Dvitiya Tithi) Goddess Samalesvari is
worshipped in Brahmacharini Vesa. As per the
shapel ess Brahma the second name of the deity
Is Brahmacharini i.e., Tapacharini and She holds
rosary and kamandalu in Her right and |l eft hands
repectively.

Chandraghanta Vesa (Dvitiya)

Thisvesais narrated in the following verse:

Pindaka pravararudha
chandakopaastrakairjuta
Prasadam tanute mahyam
chandraghantetivisruta

Goddess Samdesvari is worshipped in
theform of Chandraghantaon the secondtithi of
Navaratra. Sheisgoldenin colour and ten-armed
with Her conventional wegpons. She is seated
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on Her mount lion and prepared for war. She
removes dl sins and sufferings of the devotees.

Kusmanda Vesa
Thisvesa iswell narrated in the following verse

Sura sampurna kalanam
Rudhiraplutameba cha

Dadhana hastha padmavyam
kusmanda subhadasthu me

Themeaning of kusmanda ishaving muiti
meanings such as ku meaning ugly or bad, usma
meaning multifarious world and a meaning
originated from the womb. As Goddess
Samdesvari holdsthree-fold living beingsin Her
womb and hence Her fourth nomenclature is
Kusmanda As Sheresidesinthe solar world Her
glazeisjud likethe rays of the Sun. Sheiseight-
armed and mounts on a lion. She holds
kamandalu, bow, bana, lotus, full pot, apot filled
with nectar, whed and goad and in Her eighth
hand She holdsarosary. Thisvesa isworshipped
on the fourth day of Navaratra.

Skandamata Vesa
Thisvesa iswell narrated in the following verse

Smhasanagata nityam
padmasritakara dvaya

Subhadastu sada devi
skandamatab jasasvini

The other name of Karttikeyais Skanda
and he is the Commander-in-Chief of the Gods
and Goddesses. Being the mother of Skandathe
fifth name of Samdesvari is Skandamata. Sheis
worshipped on the fifth day of Navaratra. In the
image of Skandamata Lord Skanda sits on Her

lap.
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Katyayani Vesa
Thisvesa iswell narrated in the following verse

Chandrahasktyalakara
sardula vara vahana

Katyayani subham dadyat
devi danava ghatini

For fulfilling the needs of the Gods and
Goddesses Mother Durga originated in the
Ashram of Mahars Katyayana. As the sage
Katyayana adopted Devi Durga as his daughter
Her sxth name is Katyayani. On the sxth day of
the Navaratra, Goddess Samalesvari is
worshipped in this Vesa. Inthis atirethe glazeis
comparableto gold. Sheisfour-armed and holds
swords, full-blown lotus, Varada and Abhaya.

Kalaratri Vesa (Saptami)

Thisvesa iswell narrated in the following verse

Ekaveni japakarna
puranagna kharasthita
Lobmosthi kanaka varni
tailabhyakta saririni
Vama padollusalloha
lata kantaka bhusana
Vardhana mudhardhwaja krushna
kalaratrirbhayankari

As the destroyer of the Universe,
Goddess Samdesvari holdsKaaratri vesa onthe
seventh day of Navaratra. Sheisblack in colour,
Her hairs are open, necklace on the neck, her
threeeyesarejust liketheglobe, flameisemanated
from Her nose. Her mount is Ass. She is four
armed and holds iron nail, sword, varada and
abhaya. Despite her ferocious appearance She
is consdered as the bestower of boon. Hence
Her other name is Subhankari.
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Mahagouri Vesa (Astami)

Thisvesa iswell narrated in the following verse

Svete vruse samarudga
svetambara dhara suchih
Mahagouri subham dadyan
mahadeva pramodada

To kill the demons Sumbha and
Nisumbha the white complexioned Devi Parvati
changed Her colour to black and assumed the
name Kali. Once again She assumed white
complexion and hence Her other name is
Mahagouri. In this vesa wears white cloth and
atires. Sheisfour armed and mounts on a Bull.
She holds in Her four arms dambaru, varada,
trident and abhaya. This is the cam posture of
the Goddess.

Siddhidatri Vesa (Navami)

Thisvesa iswdl narrated in thefollowing verse:

Sddhagandharva jakhya dyo

asurairamareirapi
Sevyamana sada bhuyat

sidhita sidhidayini

Tofulfil dl thedesresof the devoteesHer

other name is Sidhidatri. The Goddess is
worshipped in this vesa during Navaratri. Her four
arms are adorned with lotus, conch, whed and
goad.

Rajarajesvari Vesa (Asvina Purnima)

The greatest vesa of the Goddess is
Rajargjesvari vesa. Theother namesof thisvesa
areRgargesvari, Srividya, Mahatripura Sundari
and Balapanchadasi. In Dasamavidya,
Rejargesvari vesa isplaced in thefourth pogtion.
She is consdered as the Sakti of Sva She is
five-faced and ten armed. She hasfour rupaslike
sthula, sukhma, para and turiya. She sts on
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the lotus originated from the navad of Siva. Adi
Sankaracharya used to worship Her in Srividya
form. A new flagisunfurled onthet day. Howers
like ketaki, mandar and dahana leaves are
favourites of the Goddess. The Chauhan king
Balaram Dev worshipped Her in pomp and
grandeur after the establishment of the new capitd
at Sambalpur. Sincethat timethesetraditionsare
practised.
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Antiquity of DurgaPujain Odisha

Various accountsexist which ascribethe origin of
Durga Pujain the state of Odisha. All hitorica
accounts agree on theinfluencefrom other regions
athough some mythologica accountsdescribean
independent origin.

DurgaPujaisafedtivd, whichisobserved
for ten days. Odisha being the land of Lord of
Universe Shree Jagannath, the land of sacred
Hindu Kingdom, the land of

Om Prakash

Shodasa Upachara, which starts from 7 days
earlier to Mahalaya and ends on Vijayadashami
known as Dussehra. Goddess Durga is aso
worshiped by devotees in different Pandals
across the state. The Pandals are beautifully
decorated decrative.

According to Markandeya Purana the
King of Chaitra/Chedi dynasty Rga Suratha
started rituals of Durga Puja

Santha, (saint), Muni/Rusi |
(hermit) Rgaand Maharga, the |
royals of Odisha patronage
annua Sharodiyo Utsav before | .
the state's unification with [p
Republic of India The Durga
Pujaiscdebraedintwodifferent  f
ways in Odisha. In Shakti
Peethas (temples of Goddesses)
the Durga Pujaiis observed with
proper rituas for 3 to 16 days [l
known asTridinatmaka(3days [§
from Astami, Nabami and
Vijayadashami),
Panchadinatmaka (5 daysfrom
Sasthi, Saptami, Astami, Nabami and
Vijayadashami), Nabadinatmaka (9 days from
Ashwina Ditiyaa to Vijayadashami)
Shodadinatmaka (16 days from Mulastami to
Vijayadashami) by Panchama Upachara and

during 300 BC. The Chaitra
dynasty belongs to Kalinga
(modern Odisha). Durga Puia
has different names in different
Puranas and Sastras. In Devi
Purana and Kdika Purana it is
named as Vijaya Dashami. It is
named as Maha Parbana in
Devi Mahatmya and Dussehra
in Markandeya Purana.

The present form of worship of
Durgawith earthenidol in Odisha
was dtarted during the reign of
GangaKing ChodagangaDev in
the 11th century at Puri. The earthen idol of
Mahishamarddini Durgaisknown asGosani ad
the Dussehra festivd isknown as Gosani Yatra.
It is noteworthy that the co-worship of
Mahishamarddini Durgawith Madhava (Lord
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Jagannath) isprevaent from 11th century, Eastern
Ganga dynasty period, in Puri.

Beforethe concept of Sarvajanin Durga
Pujadarted, it was being conducted by princely
houses and the first such Puja being conducted
anywhere in the world a the same venue and
continuing till date is in Odisha. It is at
Rameswarpur in Bhadrak district of the state,
where it was started about four centuries ago by
the Mahashay family who migrated in from
Kotarang near Howrah asapart of Todarmal’s
famous survey of Indiaduring Emperor Akbar's
rule.

Close view of Cuttack’sDurga Puja

It is said that in the year 1512 to 1517
AD Chaitanya Deva had come to Cuttack, the
capita of Ggapati Empire of Odishaand thethen
emperor of Odisha Ggjapati Pratap Rudra Dev
received him at Gadagadia Ghata situated near
theriver bank of Mahanadi very dosetothekings
pal ace popularly known as Bar abati fort. Inthat
year Shree Chaitanya Deva started Durga Puja
at Binod Bihari temple presently known asBalu
Bazaar. Further it is adso believed that Netgji
Subhas Chandra Bose, whose birthplace, is
Cuttack had organized Durga puja with great
pomp and show to organize youngstersin British
India exactly like Lokamanya Balagangadhar
Tilak had done it at Maharastra (the Ganesh
Utsav). The first recorded Sarvajanin Durga
Pujain the sateis said to have been in the year
1832 inthe Kazi Bazaar area of Cuttack.

A Pandal in Odishaiscdled” Medho” .
For many years, the most expensive ingdlation
was the Chaandi Tarakasi Merrha (Chaandi
Tarakas means pure Siiver filigree ornaments) of
Choudhuri Bazaar, Alisha Bazaar, Kazi Bazaa,
Buxi Bazaar, Daragha Bazaar, Balu Bazaar,
Sankarpur, Shikharpur area of Cuttack. The
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ornamentation wasdoneentirdly in gold and Slver.
The bgewded Devi in Cuttack’s Durga Puja
attractshuge congregation fromd| over theworld.

A subgantid increase in funding has led
to the gold plating of the ornamentation. Now it
iIsknown as* SunaMedho” (SunameansGold).
A few other Pujas in Cuttack now have slver
ornaments, too.

The Durga Puja festivities are aso
prominent in Maa Katak Chandi Temple. Maa
Cuttack Chandi isthe presiding deity of Cuttack.
The goddess popularly called as Maa Katak
Chandi, stsand rules on the heart of the ancient
city. She is worshiped as Bhuvaneswari. Maa
Chandi is worshipped in 16 incarnations
(Sodasha Abatara) of Durga during the Puja. In
Cuttack, people deeply devote Maa Katak
Chandi as‘The Living Goddess .

The grand Pujas are being celebrated
country wide but particularly as special
celebration in Odisha

One reason for the wide acceptance of
DurgaPujaistheimportance of Maa Tarini, who
iscongdered one of the embodiments of Shakti
in Odia culture. In addition, the state is close to
Bengd and the people share a common socio-
culturd higtory spanning millennia. Odishaishome
to many important shrines dedicated to the
Goddess; great fedtivities are organised there
during Durga Puja and Kali Puja.

It is thus one of the prime fedtivas of
Odishaaswdll. People in Odisha celebrate it on
alarge scde. The Goddess Durga is among the
sacred Goddesses of Odisha. The celebrations
arequite smilar to the neighbouring Sate of West

Bengd.

Om Prakash, Qr No:E/208, Unit-8, Bhubaneswar-751012.
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Durgatemple a Kudapatna: A Study on
Art and Architecture

Introduction

The Durga temple of Kudapatna is one of the
important Sektashrines of the Prachi Vdley. Itis
located at the village Kudapatnain the Bdipatna
Block of the Khurdadidrict. ThetempleisStuated
about 5 km from Nidi on the left bank of the
river Prachi. It is built on the ruins of the earlier
thatched temple. The origind temple of Barabhuja
Durgawasabrick monument of the Prachi valley.?
The locd people say that the present temple has
been repaired in 1980s by the co-operation of
thevillagers Soitiscompletdy arenovated temple
of that locality. The temple consists of two
structures such as vimana and jagamohana. It
isbuiltin sand onesand bricks. Thistemplefaces
to east. Besides the main temple, two additiond
shrines are also erected inside the temple
complex. They areviz; oneisBhabakundaesvara
Siva and another shrine is of Lord Narasmha
The presence of Lord Svaand Lord Narasmha
in the temple complex suggedts that the temple
Steisaco-ordinating place of Saktism, Saivism
and Vashnavism. Redly, the Prachi vdley is
affluent with Durga images dl around. Durga
images of two handed to twelve handed spesk
about the evolution of Durgacult in Odisha®These
images arefrom the Pre-Gupta period to the 16"-
17" century A.D. * Among dl the extant Durga
images of the Prachi vdley, the twelve handed

Dr. Ratnakar Mohapatra
Kanhu Meher

image of Mahisamarddini Durgaof Kudapatnais
a unigue image from the iconographica point of
view.> A modest attempt has been made in this
articleto highlight the detailed art and architecture
of the Durga temple of Kudapatna.

Art and Architecture of the Temple
A.Vimana:

The vimana of the temple is a pidha
deula and its height is about 25 feet from the
surface of the temple complex.© It has four fold
divisions such as pistha, bada, gandi and
mastaka. The pistha is about 2 feet high from
the surface of the temple complex. The bada is
panchanga type i.e. having five fold divisons
such as pabhaga, tala jangha, bandhana,
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upper jangha and baranda. All the component
parts of the bada are devoid of sculptural
embd lishments.

The central niches of the three sides of
the bada are housed with the parsva devata
images of Maha-Vairabhi, Maha-Sarasvati and
Narayani. All the sde deties are housed in the
nisha garbhakas (shrines), which are built in
same designs and height. Each nisha drine is
pidha order and it is about 15 feet high from the
surface of thetemplecomplex. Theloca devotees
have housed these parsva
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the head of Devi Maha-Sarasvati is carved with
a prabhamandala, which is designed by lotus
petals. The image Maha Sarasvati is made of
chloritestone. It measures 1 foot 5inchesin height
and 11 inchesin width. Goddess Narayani isthe
parsva devata of the northern sde. The four
armed image of Narayani iscarvedin lalitasana
pose on the double petalled |otus pedestal. One
of Her legs has kept on the pedestal and another
leg is pendent. She holds lotus flower in upper
right hand, lotusbud inlower right hand, shankha

in upper left hand and gada

devatas of the temple in
1990s. Maha-Vairabhi isthe
parsva devata of the
southern Sde. Thefour amed
image of Maha-Vairabhi is
carvedinlalitasana poseon
the double petalled lotus
pedestal. She displays
khadga in upper right hand,
abhaya mudrainlower right
hand, pana patra in upper
left hand and the lower left
hand possesses a chhinna
mastaka. The backside of
the head of Devi Vairabhi is
decorated with a ,
prabhamandala, which is [ =SS

inlower left hand respectively.
The backside of the head of
Devi Narayani iscarved with
aprabhamandala, which is
decorated with lotus petals.
Theimage Narayani is made
of chlorite gone. The image
Narayani measures 1 foot 5
inchesinheight and 11 inches
in width respectively. This
Goddess is being
worshipped by the local
people as Maha-Kali. Here
B.K. Ratharefersto animage
of Ambika in the sde niche
of the temple.” Now this
Ambika image is not found
preserved in the temple

desgned in full blown lotus
flower. The image Maha Vairabhi is made of
chlorite stone. It measures 11 inchesin width and
1 foot 5 inches in height respectively. Maha
Sarasvati is the parsva devata of the western
side. Thefour armed image of Maha-Sarasvati is
carved in lalitasana pose on the single petdled
lotus pedestd. She displays a circular indigtinct
object in upper right hand, abhaya mudra with
rosary in lower right hand, a full blown lotus in
upper left hand and varada mudrawithlekhani
in lower left hand respectively. The backside of
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premises.

Thegandi of the vimana isapyramida
superdtructure. It consists of two potalas, the
lower and upper, which contain 4 and 3 pidhas
respectively. Each pidha isdecorated withtankus
in al sdes. The centre of the upper pidha of the
lower potala is decorated with pidha mastaka
desgns in three Sdes except the front. A large
szed pidha mastaka design is decorated at the
centre of the front Sde raha paga of the gandi.
Deula Charini figuresand dopichha lions are
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completdy absent intheir respective placesabove
the gandi. The entire structure of the vimana is
plastered with modern cement.

The mastaka of the vimana consists of
beki, ghanta, above which thereisanother beki,
sila, khapuri, kalasa, ayudha (chakra) and
dhvaja. The sanctum preserves the large sized
image of Goddess Durga as the presding deity
of the temple. The twelve armed image of
Goddess Durgaiscarved in ugra postureon the
plain pedestd. She is piercing into the neck of
Mahisasura by atrident. Lion, the conventiona
mount of Goddess Durga is carved on the right
of the pedestal. Mahisasura, the demon is
depicted on the pedesta of the dab. The right
sdesx handsof Goddess Durgadisplay khadga,
lotus, trident, varada mudra, anindigtinct object
and the backsde hand isempty. The left Sde Sx
hands hold shidd, gada, bow, bdl, snake and
the backsde hand is blank. The image Durgais
meadeof chloritestone. It measures5feet 5inches
in height and 2 feet 3 inchesin width. Thisimage
is a unique sculpture of the Prachi Vdley in the
coastal-belt of Odisha. Observing the
iconography of the presding dety, Hansanatha
Sahoo remarks that the image is an art of the
Bhaumakaraperiod.? Anather goneimageof eight
armed Goddess Durgais a so found worshipped
on the left Sde of the presding deity. The eight
armed image of Goddess Durga is carved in
standing posture on the pedestd. This image is
made of chlorite one. The right sde hands of
Devi display khadga, trident, lotus or conch and
chakra whiletheleft sdefour handshold rosary,
bow, snake and one hand holds the hair of
Mahisasura. Lion, the conventional mount of
Devi is carved on the right of the pedesta. The
Mahisasura figure is depicted on the pedestal.
Theimage astabhuja Durga measures 3 feet 4
inches in haght and 1 foot 10 inches in width.
Obsarving thisDurgaimage, H.N. Sahoo remarks
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that the attributes of conch and chakra with the
upper hands and the lower right hand holds a
trident and the left hand drags the hair of the
demon is known as Durga-Madhava.® Besides,

thereis a brassimage of Mahisamarddini Durga
aso found on theright Sde of the presiding deity.

Thisimageis conddered asthechalanti pratima
of the presding deity. The image presiding deity
is adorned with the makara headed arch
supported by thepillar on each Sde. The presiding
deity isindaled on thesimhasana of 2 fegt high.

The sanctum has one doorway towards
the jagamohana hal. GgaLakshmi imege is
carved in abhiseka pose on the centre of the
doorway lintel. Navagrahas are carved in
standing posture on the architrave above the
doorway lintel. They are depicted with as usua
atributes in their hands. The right side base of
the doorframe is inserted with a stone dab
containing an image of Trivikrama

In the right sde doorway wall of the
sanctum is inserted with an image of Ganesha.
The four armed image of Ganeshais carved in
dancing posture on the back of mouse. He
displays broken tusk in upper right hand, rosary
in lower right hand, a pot of ladus in upper left
hand and parashu (haichet) in lower left hand
respectively. The image Ganesha is made of
chlorite stone. The backside of the head of the
deity is decorated with prabhamandala, which
isdesigned with lotus petd's. Theimage Ganesha
measures 2 feet in height and 1 foot 2 inchesin
width. Thisimageisbuilt inthe last quarter of the
twentieth century. The left Sde doorway wall of
the sanctum isfixed with an image of Karttikeya.
Thefour armed image of Karttikeyais carved in
sanding posture on the double sectiona pedestal.
Peacock, the conventional mount of the dety is
carved on the right of the pedestal. The lower
part of the pedestal isdecorated with lotus petas.
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He displays trident in upper right hand, abhaya
mudra in lower right hand, sankha in upper left
hand and bow in lower |eft hand respectively. The
backside of the head of deity is decorated with
prabhamandala. Theimage Karttikeyais made
of chlorite sone. It is about 2 feet in height.

B. Jagamohana:

Thejagamohana of the templeis aflat
roof structure and itsheight is about 13 feet from
the surface of the temple complex. It has been
built in 2008. The dtructure of the jagamohana
hasfour open doorways, two onthesouthern side
and one on each side of the east and north
respectively.

Lion, the conventiona mount of Goddess
Durgaisingdled  the centre of thejagamohana
hall. Inner walls of the jagamohana are
completey plain and are recently covered with
glazed tiles Two lion figuresareingaled on both
Sdes of the eastern doorway. They are acting as
the dvarapalas of the temple.

Additional Shrines

Besdes the main temple, there are two
additiond shrines aso noticed ingde the temple
complex. They are the shrines of
Bhabakundaesvara Sivaand Lord Narasmha.

A. Shrine of Bhabakundalesvara:

In the north-east corner of the temple
complex is occupied by a Saiva drine, which is
dedicated to Lord BhabakundalesvaraSiva The
dhrineisa pidha order structure and it is about
18 feet high from the surface of the temple
complex.

The centra niches of the three sdes of
the bada of the additiona shrine are housed with
the par svadevataimegesof Ganesha, Karttikeya
and Devi Parvati. Ganeshaisthe par sva devata
of the southern side. The four armed image of

26

Ganeshais carved in ardha paryanka pose on
the pedestal. He displays parasu in upper right
hand, rosary in lower right hand, broken tusk in
upper left hand and the lower left hand touches
his belly. The backsde of the head of deity is
decorated with a prabhamandala. The image
Ganesha is made of sand stone. The lower part
of the pedestal is decorated with kalasa,
dhupadani, etc. Theimage Ganeshameasures 3
fet 5 inches in height and 1 foot 10 inches in
width respectively. Karttikeya is the parsva
devata of the eastern Sde. Thetwo armed image
of Karttikeyaiscarved in lalitasana pose onthe
pedestdl. He holds dagger in right hand and the
left hand lies on his secret organ. Peacock, the
conventiond mount of the daty isnot found carved
on the pedestal. Theimage Karttikeyais made of
sand gtone. It measures 3 feet in height and 1
foot 9 inches in width respectively. Devi Parvati
isthe parsva devata of the northern sde. The
four armed image of Devi Parvati is carved in
standing posture on the double petalled lotus
pedestal. The bottom part of the pedestal is
decorated with scroll work. Lion, the conventiona
mount of Devi Parvati is carved on the right of
the pedestal. Fema e sakhi figuresare carved on
both sdes of Devi Parvati. She holds nagapasa
in upper right hand, rosary in lower right hand,
ankusa in upper left hand and stalk of a lotus
flower in lower left hand respectively. The
backsde of the head of Devi Parvati isdecorated
with trefoil arch, makara head at the base and
the kirtimukha motif at the apex. Apsara figure
holding garland is depicted on both side top
corners of the dab. The image Parvati messures
2 feet 6 inches in height and 1 foot 4 inches in
width. It ismade of chlorite tone. All theparsva
devatas of the additiond shrinearehousedinthe
pidha mundi niches.

The gandi of the additiond shrine is a
pyramida superdructure. The mastaka of the
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dhrine consgts of beki, ghanta, amalakasila,
khapuri, kalasa, ayudha (trident) and dhvaja.

The sanctum preserves the Svalingam
within the Saktipitha asthe presiding deity of thet
shrine. The floor of the sanctum is about 10 feet
below the surface of thetemple
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pedestal. He holds chakra in upper right hand,
shankha in upper left hand. Thelower two hands
of thedeity are engaged to take out the entrails of
Hiranya Kashyapa, the demon. The backside of
the head of deity is decorated with elongated
prabhamandala. The image
Narasmha is made of chlorite

complex. Masonry steps of the
descending order are provided
for approach towards the
sanctum.

According to the local
people, thisshrineisearlier than
the present (renovated) Durga
temple of the complex. B. K.
Ratha has mentioned that the
Bhabakundalesvara shrine of
the temple complex belongs to
the twentieth century.2° On the
basis of the iconographical
features of the parsva devatas
(of the shrine), the congtruction
period of the
Bhabakundalesvara shrine is
earlier than the present
renovated Durga temple of the
Ste.

Thereisajagamohana recently erected
infront of the additiond shrine. Three bull figures
are installed on the open floor before the
jagamohana hdl. They are being considered as
the vahanas of Lord Bhabakundalesvara Sva

B. Shrine of Narasmha

Thereisanother additiond dhrinerecently
erected in the south-west corner of the temple
complex. It isapidha deula and isabout 20 feet
in haght. The sanctum of the shrine preservesthe
image of Narasmha as the presding deity. The
four armed image of Narasmha is carved in
standing posture on the lotus petal designed

stone. It is built in the last
quarter of the 20t century. The
doorway of the shrine is
completdly plain. The left sde
inner wall niche of the
jagamohana is inserted with
the Dasavatara pand of Lord
Vishnu while the right sde wall
contains the navagraha panel
are madein the same period of
the presiding deity.

Recently, a
natamandapaisbeng erected
by the village community.
Garuda, the conventional
mount of thedeity (Narasmha)
is ingdled on the floor of the
natamandapa. Mahavir
Hanumana figures are indtdled
near the four gateways of the temple complex.

Boundary Wall :

The temple complex is enclosed by a
boundary wall, whichis6feet inheight. Itismade
of modern bricks. The temple complex has four
entrances, one on each cardina direction of the
boundary wall.

Date of the Temple

Thereis no authentic record with regard
to the exact date of the original temple of
Barabhuja Mahisamarddini Durga of
Kudapatna. The loca people say that before the
present temple there was a thatched temple for
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the Goddess Durga. Here Hansanatha Sahoo, one
of the senior scholars of the Prachi Vdley, is of
the view that the architectural and sculptural
representation  brings back to 6" -7t century
A.D.1 Origind brick temple of Goddess Durga
was completely destroyed by nature. Theregfter,
athatched temple was rebuilt on the ruins of the
earlier one for worship of Goddess Durga. B.K.
Ratha mentions that the temple of Barabhuja
Durgawas built in the eighteenth century A.D.*2
Theorigind (earlier) temple of Barabhuja Durga
may be assignable to the later part of the
Somavams period or early part of the Ganga
period. The earlier thatched temple has been
completely renovated in 1980's by the co-
operdtion of the villagers.

Now thetempleis being managed by the
Panda family of that village.

Conclusion

Thus, it is known from the above
discussonthat the Durgatemple of Kudapatnais
an ancient Sakta shrine of the Prachi valey. The
present Durga temple is erected on the earlier
dilapidated thetched dhrine of thet Ste. Theorigina
Sde deities of the main temple are not found in
thetemple premises. The present par sva devatas
of thetempleareof thelast quarter of thetwentieth
century. Theiconographic festure of thepresiding
deity of thetempleisauniqueamong al the extant
Durgaimages of the Prachi valley. The additiona
ghrine of Bhabakundaesvara ingde the temple
complex suggedts that the origind ruined temple
of the Goddess Durga of the site must have been
earlier than the present additiond shrine of Lord
Bhabakunda esvara. The presence of Narasmha
drine in the temple complex remind us thet the
site of the temple is a coordinating place of
Sektiam, Savism and Vashnaviam. It indicates
that during the medieva period the Sakta cult in
the Prachi valley was closdly associated with the
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Sava and Vashnava faiths. From the religious
point of view, the presiding deity (Barabhuja
Durga) of thetempleiswell knowninthet locdlity.

Cong dering the sacredness of the Site, the Durga
temple of Kudapatna can be regarded as one of
theimportant Sektashrines of the Prachi valey in
Odisha
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Gandhian Congtructive Programmes:
The Mantraof Socio-Economic Development

M ahatma Gandhi was hot only afreedom fighter,
but a socio-economic reformer aso. He had
before his vison a society which would provide
for the essentia needsto the common people. In
his view Indid s grestest curse was poverty and
hunger. To combat these two evils, Gandhiji

Prabodh Kumar Rath

humbliest of the nation, without digtinction of race,
colour or creed.

Congtructive work played an important
role in the Gandhian drategy. It was primarily
organized around promotion of Khadi, Spinning

and Village indudtries, Nationa

evolved a programme by
whichtheminimum needsof the
society could be made
available. This programme is
cdlled condructive programme.
While Hind Swaraj gives the
generd outline of Gandhiji’'s
political philosophy, the
‘Constructive Programme’
originally addressed to the
membersof thelndian Nationa
Congress. It discusses some of
the concrete steps by which

education and Hindu-Mudlim
unity, struggle against
Untouchability and socid uplift
of Harijans and boycott of
foreign Cloth and Liquor.
Above dl it meant going to
villages and identifying with
villagers. Congructivework was
symbolized by hundreds of
Ashrams which came up all
over the country, dmogt in the
villages and in which socid and
political workers got practica

that philosophy may be

implemented. According to Gandhiji every sound
political philosophy ought to have its
corresponding constructive programme, one that
contributed to the betterment of the lives of
members of civil society. The constructive
programme may otherwise and more fittingly be
cdled congruction of PurnaSwaraj or complete
independence by truthful and non-violent means.
It meansthe independence of every unit, beit the

training in Khadi and Yarn
production and in work among lower castes and
tribal people. It played a crucid role during the
passve phaseinfilling the palitical spaceleft vacant
by the withdrawa of mass movements, while
mass movements were sporadic, constructive
work wasto becarried on al thetime. It provided
an dternative of continuous and effective work.
It had dso the advantage of involving a large
number of people. Parliamentary and intellectua
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work could bedoneby rdaivey few, condructive
work could involve millionst

Gandhiji put dl his emphasis on the
agrarian rather than industrid development. He
thereby wanted to achieve the social and
economic regenerdion a thegrassroot leve. Thus
Gandhiji’ s condructive programme was that the
poor must get food and cloths. The best way for
that wasto himsdlf grow food and himsdlf to meke
his own doths. His congructive programme is
geared towards village reconstruction.

Nearly 75 per cent of the Indians were
engaged in agriculture. The agriculturi in India
was without work for atleast three monthsin a
year. The landless labourers whose number was
ever on the increase would find work only in the
sowing and regping seasons. This unemployment
and underemployment was the cause of Indian
poverty. To combat this problem Gandhiji
suggested reviva of Swadeshi movement as it
would resolve the problem of consumption and
production and production would increase the
guantum of employment. Gandhiji followed the
programme of the reviva of cottage and village
indugtries for this purpose the All India Village
Industries Board was formed.2

The condructive programmewas devised
to reform our nationa character. Thefirg item of
this reform was the remova of untouchability.
Untouchability in our country, as the race and
colour problems in the west rests upon the idea
of the superiority of one section of people over
another on account of their birth. Gandhiji setup
an organization, the ‘Harijan Sevak Sangh’
which was to work for the removad of al ther
disabilities® Asaresult of effortsmade by Gandhiji
untouchability has been abolished by law after
independence.

Gandhiji was againg al inequdity to
women. He severely criticized pernicious system
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of child marriage. He was againg Purdah system.
He was a grest critic of dowry system and aso
againgt heavy expenditure in connection with
marriages. Gandhiji invited women of India to
participate in the Satyagraha movement as they
possess infinite patience and uncomplaining and
dlent suffering.

In the opinion of Gandhiji village
economy cannot be complete without essential
village industries, such as hard-grinding, hard
pounding, sogp-making, paper-making, match-
making, tanning, oil pressing etc. Khadi to
Gandhiji isthe symbal of unity of Indian humanity
of itseconomic freedom and equdity. Moreover,
Khadi mentality means decentralization of
production and distribution of the necessaries of
lifeamong thevadt population of India, whichwas
predominantly rurd.

From the nineteen twenties until hisdesth
in 1948, Gandhiji gradudly shifted the emphasis
of his work from non-violent resistance to
congructive schemes for the welfare of dl. The
constructive programme focused upon
congructive ways of rebuilding a demordized
society. It sought to re-orient a servile nation
habituated to sectiond loydtiesand socid gpathy
towards a fearless community of mutua service
and sacrifice in which every individud identified
with others, especidly the poor.

The congructive programme conssts of
severa apparently unconnected independent
activities. But they are connected within the
context of creeting evolution of new socid order.
Within the Indian context, this meant —

< Nurturing communa unity

< Abalishing untouchability

o Fogtering adult education

o Sygematic improvement of village
<o Upliftment of the peasants
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<« Development of Non-violent labour
unions

Promotion of cottage and small scae
industries

Eradication of socid evils.

Prohibition of Alcohal.

Promotion of khadi

Promotion of Basic educeation
Upliftment of women

Promotion of education in hedth and
hygiene

Propagation of Rastrabhasa
Trestment of lepers?

Gandhiji devised his constructive
programme and setup a number of condructive
work organizationsto work it out in order to knit
together in a common bond of felowship the
millions and weave the pattern of non-violent
conduct into their lives. According to Joan
Bondurant, the constructive programme is a
positive aspect of Satyagraha in action, and is
the concomitant of resstance action”.* Gandhiji
described constructive programmes as the
permanent part of the non-violent effort. From
this effort is created the capecity to offer non-
violent resi stlance called non-cooperation and civil
disobedience. Thiswork would raisethe status
of people and bring home to them the power of
non-violent social change for the ending of
exploitation.®

LI I B D BN |
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Moreover, for a variety of reasons, not
al could go to jalls, but congtructive work was
within the reach of any one who was desirous of
contributing his mite to the cause of the country.”
The congtructive workers were Gandhiji's stedl
frame. They were the arteries through which the
leadership kept in touch with the rurd people.
Oneof the secretes of Gandhiji’ suncanny political
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indinct was his contact with the people through
the constructive workers. Congtructive workers
weresturdy secularistsand their work for Hindu-
Mudim unity hel ped to unitethe people. Theuplift
of Harijans and Advasis by congtructiveworkers
made them salf-reliant and enabled some of them
to join the freedom struggle and in the struggle
for their own socia-economic development.

The condructive programmes if carried
out intheright direction, Gandhiji believed would
resultintheided Sarvodaya Samgj. Condructive
work as planned by Gandhiji are something that
every onecan participatein. If al kindsof people
actively participatein the congtructive programme,
then it will provide acommon experience and be
a symbol of democratic common endeavour, it
will bridge the gap between the classes and the
masses.®
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Pandit Gopabandhu Das::
The Maker of Modern Odisha

Pandit Gopabandhu Das, the maker of modern
Odishawas born on 9" October 1877 inasmal
village cdled Suando in Satyabadi Police Station
intheDidrict of Puri. Shrimati Swarnamayi Devi
Mother of Gopabandhu was the third wife of his
father, Shri Daitari Das who
was a Muktar and a great
devotee of Lord Krushna®
Gopabandhu logt hismother
shortly after his birth and in
many of his poems he made
references to his mother
about whom he had no
recollection. Gopabandhu
was actualy brought up by
his aunt Shrimati Kamala
Devi who wasawidow from

avery ealy age.

Gopabandhu’s
father Daitari was eager to
see Gopabandhu educated
on the new western modd,

Renubala Samantaray

Pandit SadasivaMishraof BiraNarasinghpur was
the head Pandit of the Rupdeipur, middie
vernacular School. On completion of his studies
a Rupde pur, Gopabandhu went over to Puri and
joined the Puri zillaschool. While a Puri hewas
introduced to Sri Rama
Chandra Das, a Muktar of
Puri, whose love for the
country and for the distressed
humanity had infected the
young and impressionable

Gopabandhu.

In the year 1899
Gopabandhu passed out of
the Puri Zillaschool and was
admitted into the Ravenshaw
College a Cuttack. Besides
his studies Gopabandhu took
keen and active interest in
socid service and debating
societies. Whileinthe college

Gopabandhu inthe company

but he could not tear himself of his intimate friend late
away fromtheold traditions. Brgjasundar Das and
Gopabandhu on completion AcharyaHarihar Dasusedto
of his dudies in the upper - go out to help and nurse the
primary school was admitted poor andsick inthetownand

to the middle vernacular school a Rupeepur
Stuated & adigance of five milesfrom hisvillage.
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poetry and literature at this period was very deep
and abiding® Two or three of his publications
contain poems. In 1902 Gopabandhu passed
the F.A. Eamination. That year saw the birth of
Utka Sammilani and at Berhampur the first
sesson of the Utkd Sammilani was held which
was attended by Gopabandhu.

Gopabandhu passed the B.A.
Examination in 1904. Shortly before his
examination Gopabandhu logt hisonly sonin most
tragic circumstances, when the son was lying
serioudy ill inarented houseat Puri. Gopabandhu
was there by hisside but at that time he received
areport that some villages in the interior of the
district had been flooded and immediate
arrangement for relief should be made.

Gopabandhu went to Cdcuttafor hislaw
sudies. After gppearing a the B.L. Examination,
Gopabandhu was in Cuttack when he recelved
the news of his successin the B.L. Examination
and the death of his wife smultaneoudly.

At first he began hisservice career asthe
Headmadter at Nilagiri. 1n 1906, he left Nilagiri
and set up hislegd practice at Cuttack. Before
Gopabandhu joined as Government Advocate at
Baripada, he had his practice at Puri.

Love of motherland and literature (Odia)
was his passon since his school days. While he
was a student in the Ravenshaw College, he
formedtheCentra 'Y oung Utkd Association with
the help of his friend Brga Sundar Das.  This
Association sent batches of volunteersto render
sarviceto theflood affected people of Jgpur and
Kendrapara areas in 1907.

Gopabandhu is the ever revered
inditution of the Odia nation, an ever flowing
sacred gretch of water. His multifarious life can
be judged from various point of view. Hecanbe
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characterized as a person devoted to public
sarvice, educationist, political worker, leader,
poet, editor, orator, one who revedsin sacrifice,
legidator, lawyer, organizer, socia reformer,
affectionate person with greet fedingsand hislife
represents a glorious character in the annals of
the Odia nation. As a leader of the country
Gopabandhu has given his well —thought out
advice to the people of Odisha in the fields of
socid reforms, literature, culture, religion and
politicsetc. Gopabandhu was a member of the
Old Bihar and Orissa Legidative Council for 4
yearsfrom 1917 to 1920, and during this period
he steadfastly fought for the amagametion of the
Odia — speaking tracks lying scattered in the
neighbouring provinces. He pressed for permanent
flood control.® and famine relief measures. He
pleaded that people in the coastal areas should
be given the right to manufacture sdt free of duty
for their own consumption. He wanted the
Government to implement the principle of open-
air education on the model of the Satyabadi
Schoal.

Pandit Gopabandhu was aso a member
of the Senate and Syndicate of the Patna
Univergty. Hewasamember of the Puri Didrict
Board®. Pandit Gopabandhu’'s efforts and
awiety for kegping dive Odialanguageand Odia
culturein the outlying. Odiaspesking areais not
tobeforgettenin Odisha. Hispresidentid address
in the annud conference of the Utk Sammilani
in 1919 at Cuttack isahistorical document which

even now sends a thrill through those who read
it®

Gopabandhu felt the necessity of
newspapers and journas for ventilating people's
grievances as well as for educating them. From
1913 to 1919, he was editing the newspaper
“Ashd’ which had been garted a Berhmapur.
Ganjam by Sasibhusan Rath. In 1915 he brought
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out from the Satyabadi Press at Sakhigopal a
monthly literary magazine entitled * Satyabadi’.
Fromthis pressin October 1919, he brought out
a weekly newspaper entitled the ‘Samaj’.
Explaining the objectives of this paper,
Gopabandhu pointed out, The ‘Samg)’ is
published every week, on Saturday from the
Satyabadi Press. The situation of the country is
discussed in it. The Samg was subsequently
published from Puri and finaly from Cuttack. It
became a daily newspaper in 1930. The Samg
played avery important rolein spreading nationd
consciousness among the people of Odisha. It
continues to play an important role in the public
life of Odishatill today.

Inthefield of socid reform and removal
of untouchability hedid pioneeringwork. Asearly
asin 1910-11 he introduced inter-dinning in the
Satyabadi School Hostel and adopted a Harijan
boy and got him educated in the said school and
thenin collegea hisown cost. Higher Casteand
Scheduled Caste students were trested dike in
the sad indtitution.®

Gopabandhu dictated his last will
regarding his family matters and the *Samg’ on
the 17" June afternoon and breathed hislast a 7
0'Clock in the evening of the sameday. Hewas
cremated in the Vakul Van near the Sakhigopd
Temple.

Born in an oxtholox Brahmin family,
Gopabandhu sarted lifewith basic comprehension
of classca vaues of Indian civilization. His
knowledge of Sanskrit enabled him to appreciate
the Indian cultura heritage.

Modern Odishain al spheres bears the
impress of Gopabandhu who literaly dedicated
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his life in the service of the poor, the distressed
and the downtrodden and for the freedom of the
country. Helivestoday in the hearts of the Odia
people. They cherish his memory with love and
affection. Hewasthe uncrowned king of Odisha

He strongly advocated for the nationd
development. Hewasnot parochid in hisoutlook
rather agreat nationdist on Indian soil. He was
truly the jewds of Utka and father of modern
Odishaand agreat Nationdist. Subash Chandra
Bose had rightly called Gopabandhu Das as the
‘Father of the Nationa Movement in Orisa”
Smilaly, LdalLgpa Ra described himas“The
Uncrowned king of Orissa’ and AcharyaPrafulla
Chandra of Benga had first described him as
“Utkamani or the Jewe of the Utka.”
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Mahatma Gandhi :
The Editor & Journdist

Lord Linlithgow, the Viceroy & New Dehi once
sad, “Gandhi isthe biggest thing in Indid’.
Yes, Gandhi isunique.

He first came across a newspaper in
London, when he went there to study law. He
could hardly think at that time that he will be
associated with the newspaper world throughout
hislife

Hisfirg articlewas published in theissue
of February 7, 1991 under the caption “Indian
Vegetarian® in ‘The Vegetarian® the organ of
Vegetarian Society. He contributed nine articles
to this magazine depicting the diet, customs and
festivasetc. of India

South Africawhere he was thrown in to
thewhirlpool of palitics shgped him asaJourndig.
In aletter to the Editor of the Times of India he
wrote, “Publicity isour best and perhgpstheonly
weapons of defence’.

In October 1899, the Boer war broke
out. Gandhi participated in it with Indian
volunteers to serve the sck and wounded. He
shared his experience in the Bombay edition of
Times of India

To safeguard the Indian interest in South
Africa, Gandhi thought of a weekly because he
wanted publicity to arouse the public opinion
among the Indians saying there.
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Souribandhu Kar

He recorded later :

| believethat agtrugglewhich chiefly relies
upon internd strength cannot be wholly carried
on without a newspaper — it is also my
experience that we could not perhaps have
educated the locd Indian community, not kept
Indiansal over theworldin touch with the course
of eventsin South Africain any other way, with
the same ease and success as through the Indian
opinion, which, therefore, was certainly a most
useful and potent wegpon in our struggle. Indian
opinion wasreflected inthe publication on 4 June,
1903. The firdt editorid “ourselves’ was written
by Gandhi. The language was very smple and
the content therein directly appealed the people.

He wrote, “We need offer no gpology
for making an gopearance. The Indian community
in South Africaisarecognized factor in the body
politics, and anewspaper, voicingitsfedingsand
specidly devoted to its cause, would hardly be
consdered out of place : Indeed we think, it will
upply along felt want”.

The Indian opinion was the foolscap
sized, three column journd started publishing
South African Indian news and views. Through
the columns of the Indian opinion, he was
reproducing the biographies of great men and
women of the World, to inspire his fellow
countrymen.
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Gandhiji waswriting incessantly boosting
upon the morde of civil register. He said, “during
10years, that isuntil 1914, excepting theintervas
of my enforced rest in prison, there was hardly
an issue of Indian opinion without an article from
me.”

The Satyagraha struggle continued till
1914 and it could not have successful without the
Indian opinion. It awakened the Indians to their
rights and privileges.

Gandhi started newspaper in Indiawhere
hisideas-socid, palitica or economic aswell as
theplan of action to achievethose, were published.
The papers may be caled as views paper. Ashe
wrote, “ newspaper, if otherwise well edited, can
become amost powerful vehicle for tranamitting
pure ideasin a concise manner”.

Margarita Barns wrote in his book “the
Indian Press” assuch : “In India, from RgaRam
Mohan Ray to Keshab Chander Sen, Gokhale,
Tilak, Feroze Shah Mehta, Dadabhai Nargji,
Surendranath Banerjee, C.Y . Chintamani, M. K.
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, there is a
distinguished line of public men who have used,
and are using, the press as a medium for the
dissemination of their ideas of mora values”

Gandhi arrived in India on January 9,
1913. Journdism did not establish asaprofesson.
Advertisement was not playing that important part
asof today. Gandhiji wasnot only connected with
Indian opinion, he started contributing articlesto
other newspapers. In an aticleto Gujurati Dally,
“Hindustan” his views on the newspaper is
noteworthy.

He wrote, “In my humble opinion, it is
wrong to use anewspaper asameans of earning
aliving. Thereare certain spheres of work, which
are of such consequences and have such bearing
on public welfare that to undertake them for
earning one's liveihood will defeat the primary
am behind them. When further, a newspaper is
treeted as a means of making profit, the result is
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likely to be serious malpractices. It is not
necessary to prove to those who have some
experience of journdism that such malpractices
do prevail on alarge scde.

“Newspaper are meant primarily to
educate people. They maketheletter familiar with
contemporary history. Thisisawork of no mean
respongbility. It is a fact, however, that renders
cannot awaystrust newspapers. Often, factsare
found to be quite the opposite of what has been
reported.

If newspapers redized that it was their
duty to educate people, they could not but wait
to check a report before publishing it. x x x the
reporting of the gpeeches in Indian newspapers
is generdly defective. It is often observed that
newspapers publish any maiter that they havejust
to fill in space. x X X These newspapers cannot
escape criticiam merely because they save the
people, on the whole, it would be seen that the
existence of newspapers promotesgood and evil
in equa measure.”

Under the editorship of Gandhi an
unregistered newspaper cdled the “ Satyagrahi”
was published from April 7, 1919 protesting
againg the Rowlatt Bill. Subsequently, aband of
young Gujaratisstarted an English Weekly, Y oung
India. The editorship of the Young India was
offered to Gandhi, which hegladly accepted. The
Gujurati monthly the* Navgivan”, under thesame
management, was aso placed a hisdisposd. The
Navgjivan first appeared on October 7, 1919.
TheY oung Indiawas published after aday of the
Navgivan.

While editing Navgiban hewrote, “The
editing of Navajivan has been aperfect revelation
to me. Whilest Y oung India has little more than
1200 subscribers, Navajivan has 12000. The
number would legp to 20000, if it would but get
printer to print that number. It shows that a
vernacular newspaper is afet want. | am proud
to think that | have numerous readers among
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farmersand workers. They mekelndia...... The
English journastouch but the fringe of the ocean
of India s population.”

On the demise of Lokamanya Tilak on
August 1, 1920, Gandhi wrote an obituary inthe
Young India

It reads, “A giant among men hasfalen.
Thevoiceof thelionishushed ..... Hispatriotism
was apassion with him. Heknew noreligion, but
love of his Country .... His courage never falled
him. His optimism was irrepressble .... In the
battle of freedom, he gave no quarter and asked
for more.”

Gandhi was not only a journalist par
excellence, as an editor he used to advise other
editorsand journdists. He gave adviceto hisson
Manild, who was editing the Indian opinion that
“The editor has to be patient and seek for the
truth only”.

After hisreleasein April 1924, he wrote
aseriesof atidesinthe Y oung Indiagiving details
of hisprison life. When friends asked him to take
afew months rest, he sad, “editoria job would
be for him rather akind of menta recregtion than
atask”. Hewaswriting on dl subjectsnot merdly
politics.

He bdieved in the liberty of the Press,
when the Bombay Chronicle had to pay afinefor
adefamation suit, Gandhi wratean artidein Y oung
India, “Below the Bdt’. He wrote on August 7,
1924 : “The Press Law is gone only to be
replaced by new activities under the law of
Saditionand libd ... 7

The next paper Gandhi associated was
“Harijan”. The paper Harijan first gppeared on
February 11, 1933. Shri R. V. Shastry waseditor.
Explaining the term “Harijan”, Gandhi wrote, “It
is not a name of my own coining. Some years
ago, several “untouchable’ correspondents
complained that | used the word “asprishyd’ in
the pages of the Navgivan. “Agprishyad’ means
literary untouchables. | then invited them to
suggest abetter name and one of the untouchable
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correspondents suggested the adoption of the
name*Harijan”, onthe strength of itshaving been
used by the first poet saint of Gujarat.”

Why Gandhi hastaken up journdism and
editorid ? Gandhi wrote in the Young India of
Jduly 2, 1925. “I havetaken thejournaism not for
its sake but merely as an aid to what | have
conceived to be my misson in life” So he was
convinced that theaim of journdism was service.

Gandhi was not only a journdi, editor
but a great writer. No one has used the gtaff of
words on a massive scae than Gandhi. The
uniquenessof Gandhi isbeyond al quetions, and
is deliberate and a the same time fundamentaly
effortless merging of himsdf with the people of
India, in the modern Indian context, amazing.

Let us conclude with the great homage
paid by no other than one of the great creators
Rabindranath Tagore, once said about him.

"He (Gandhi) stopped at the thresholds
of the huts of the thousands of the dispossessed,
dressed like one of their own. He spoke to them
inthelr own language, wheressliving truth a ladt,
and not quotations from books. For this reason
the “Mahatma’ the name given to him by the
peopleof India, ishisred name, who else hasfelt
like him that dl Indians are his own flesh and
blood? In direct contact with truth, the crushed
forces of the soul rise again, when love came to
the door of Indiathat door was opened wide. At
Gandhi’s call India blossomed forth to new
greetness, just asoncebeforein earlier times, when
Buddhaproclamed thetruth of fellow- fedingand
comparison among al living creatures.”

As Mr. Louis Fischer commented, “He
was an editor leading hisreadersto therighteous
path. He was “Bapu” or father of al. He did not
like to be cdled “Mahatma’ and with his frank
gncerity declared the misson of hislife”

Souribandhu Kar, Plot No. 5012/ 5853, Gajapati Nagar,
Bhubaneswar — 751 005.
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Dishonest Prospers and
Honest Suffers, Why ?

Our present lifeisin continuation of many earlier
lives. What we areto-day isthe resultant of deeds
performed in eaxlier lives and those performed in
the present life. Those who have done meritorious
& credit-worthy acts in their earlier lives are
rewarded by birth with good hedlth, wealthy
homes, good connectionsand resourcesetc. The
stock of good deed is carried over to the present
life. Itison ac of such credit belanceinther favour
which neutralise the effects of all deeds or
indulgence in sensuous pleasure by them in their
present life. Once the stock of good deeds is
exhaudted, they arethrown into terrible sufferings.
ThisislikeaBank transaction. Supposeyou have
deposited Rs.10 lakh in your bank account &
you can go onwithdrawing @ Rs.10,000/- every
month for eight years and the bank will gladly
honour every withdrawas. But if you haveacredit
balance of only Rs.5000/-, the Bank will refuse
to pay if you attempt to withdraw Rs.10,000/-.

The case of those people who are
auffering even though they are leading an honest
life can be compared to those having nil balance
inther account dueto cardesswithdrawa without
gpplication of mind. Till the bdanceis swilled by
depositing further no withdrawals will be
permissble. The people who are suffering will
have to suffer till their stock of misdeeds are
exhausted.

Whatever joy we are enjoying go to
decrease the stock of good deedsin our account.
On the contrary, whatever sorrow or sufferings
we bear go to reduce the accumulated stock of
our Sns.
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Thereward of good deedsisawaysjoy,
happiness and those of wicked is tragedies,
sorrow, grief etc. However, thetimein which the
fruit of action maturesvariesin different cases. In
some cases it may be after severd lives. Let us
take an example of agriculture. There are certain
cash crops harvested only onceinayear. Mango
plantation will not bear fruit lessthan ten tofifteen
years. Therefore we should not be surprised that
whatever suffering or prosperity we are having
today isthe result of vicelvirtues donein the past
and the same are producing results.

Nature follows very drict laws. The sun
isnever dark, theMoonisnever hot. Fireisnever
cold and s0 on and o forth. Virtuous acts result
in hgppiness and Snful acts in grief and misay.
Persons are suffering or prospering only on
account of their earlier deeds. God recreastes His
creatures in pogtion high or low in accordance
with the merits and demerits earned by them in
their previouslives.

Many times we have learnt that a
particular dacoit or a terrorist who was
responsiblefor hundred or two hundred murders
was shot dead in police encounter. Now the
question arisesswhy hewasnot killed earlier? The
reason isthat on account of meritsof earlier lives
he could not have been eliminated till he
committed crimesin the present lifeexceeding his
stock of merits. One of the most wicked persons
like Ravana, Kansha etc, were not killed till they
have committed snsonlargescale. In somecases
the wicked and cruel are saved to some extent
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by the virtuous deeds of their parents and wives
€tc.

The point that our present conditions is
the result of the deeds performed in the earlier
lives and those done in the present life. By our
present deedswe are shaping our future. Itisonly
the result of deeds performed in earlier livesand
thereof the present life. Our present actions play
an important role in molding our future. It is
therefore necessary that a person should stick to
his duty however inconvenient it may be because
by performing one's duty a man does not incur
sn. Butignoring it he/ sheincurssin which makes
his/ her lifedark infuture. Nobody should remain
under theimpresson that whatever hasno happen
will happen, and o why heshould discharge duties
involving bodily risky trouble and expenditure.
Whatever has to happen will happen but the
Performer with the dlotted duties will improve
and brighten his/her future. If thewife or child of
someone falsill it is duty to get him /her trested
according to the best of hisability and resources,
evenif heisunableto save him/ her on the other
hand aperson discharging hisdutieswith Sncerity
cavesfor himsdf thebright futureevenif theresuilt
of hissncere effortswere disgppointing. One can
only act to his/ her ability, Sncerity & honesty
without attachment leaving the results to the
Almighty (According to Bhagabad Gita).

Generdly, we judge the prosperity of a
person from his outward glamour without deep
ingght in his/ her inner life. A person ralling in
riches having magnificent buildings, owning fleet
of cars, gppearing prosperous may be having no
peace of mind and highly discomforted from the
dde of his children, own ill hedth, legd suits,
labour problemsin the Factory/ apprehension of
raids etc. On the contrary, aman appearing poor
and un-prosperous may have no worries and
enjoying alot of peaceand tranquility. So generdly
we see the materid prosperity and ignore these
sufferings

Somewicked personindulgingin heinous
crimes remain unpunished for sometimeand are
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even consdered prosperousand powerful leading
luxuriouslives But redly they passavery agitated
life full of fears and anxieties. Their illegd acts
reman unpunished only temporarily. They meet
terrible end. The crimes committed may remain
unpunished even by the Gowvt. but never remain
undetected and unpunished by the Almighty
sooner or latter in this life or in future lives.
Punishment will have to be undergone by the
culprit and thereisno escape from it. Sometimes
punishment is delayed due to influence of well-
wishers and Guru.

Itisnot necessary that ahuman being after
death may be born again asahuman being. After
desth some souls enter the wombs to have an
organic body, otherstake the inanimate form viz.
plants, birds, stone, etc., according to their work,
knowledge and deeds performed during their
lifetime. Persons acting without fore-thought and
heedlessness giving pain and suffering to others
for their own sdlfish motives or even thrown to
hells (Infernal) regions to undergo terrible
sufferings and tortures there which has been
inscribed vide (“Kathopanishad”; Chapter-II
V.7.Gita Chapter-X1V, XV ,XVI, 19,20 &
Isopanishad; Chapter-111). The future is carved
out in the present which should be utilized
intelligently and well so that we may regp abetter
timein future

It should be remembered that unethica,
immora acts are bound to bring misery, grief,
pain, whereas good deeds are bound to improve
hereand here after thedoer. Therefore, thecall is
to avoid crimina waste of present chances and
do inspired activities to ensure bright future.

1) Anillumined soul always dwells in God
though engaged in dl sorts of activities.

ii) Attractions and repulsions are two most
formidable enemies of aman/womanto retard
his’her progress on the path of spiritudity.

K.C. Pattnaik, KharakhiaBaidyanath Street, Old Town,
Bhubaneswar -751002.

39




Odisha Review

A
R

QOctober - 2012

Songs of Dawn and Dusk of
“BhaktaKahbi” Madhusudan Rao

Madhusudan Rao was one of the most pralific
and elegant writers, of Odia poetry of the Late
19" and Early 20" Centuries. His writings are
adorned with purity, beauty and have an
undercurrent of devotion to the Almighty. One
cannot forget his magnificent poem “Padma’
(Lotus) which is so chaste and

Indrajeet Mohanty

........... distressed OdiaLanguage will for ever
be indebted to Madhusudan™.

The poet was born in 1853 on January

19 (Shree Panchami) at Puri. His Grand-father
was Marhathi Offices, before the British
occupation, and his father,

naturd thet one fedsthe Lotus
swaying in the breeze, in the
Lake, right in front of us. In
fact one almost gets the
fragrance of the Lotus and fed
of thetepid morning Sun. If he
has been compared with
Tennyson and Wordsworth for
his alegories of nature, he is
also a painter like Thomas
Gray, who usesapenasabrush
to paint pictures. Madhusudan
Rao's poems ag, findly a gift
to the Creator, the Divine
Master, Who controls the
Universe. Thisis areflection
of his Brahmo Samagjist

Bhagiratha Rao brought him up
as he logt his mother, Ambika
Devi, a the tender age of five.
Hewasabrilliant sudent, who
made Puri Zilla School proud.
During his career as a sudent
in Cuttack, he be-friended
Pyarimohan Pradhan and
became a devout Brahmo
Samgist. Asaschool teacher
at Balasore he encountered the
great Fakir Mohan Senapati
and in Cuttack was a student
of Radhanath Ray. All there
interactions created in his,
dready illuminated, mind more
resplendence.  This brilliance
effused out in monthlies like

outlook. His poems, like that
of his compatriot, Kabibara
Radhanath Ray, are framed in pure, modest,
smpleand decent Odia. Fakir Mohan Senapati,
thefirg red Odia noveigt, says of Madhusudan
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“Utkdadarpan” from Balasore,
“Sikshabandhu” from Cuttack etc. His
‘Chandamala became popular in every homein
Odisha, whilst many of his works were grestly
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gopreciated in Cdcutta. Hispoemson thevarious
seasonswas often compared with RabindraNath
Tagore sseasond songs. Madhusudan Rao died
in 1921 on December 18",

Madhusudan Rao has penned two sets
of poems, on the Dawn (Prabhat) and Dusk
(Sandhya). One st isfor children written in his
‘Saugita (Songsfor Children) while the other is
a component of his “Chandamaad’ (the garland
of Rhymes). Both are beautifully written,
evocative of nature's pageant at Sunrise and
Sunset.  Treatment of movement, colour and
sound perception is smple and modest. The
languageredricted and pure. HereisMadhusudan
a his best, usng the pen as a brush, words as
colour and paints a picture before us, with the
divine power asthe director.

Bdow are the trandations of the four
poems, from origina Odia.

(A)  From Sisugita (Songsfor Children)
e. &ig Q1%
geue

AR 2] AR, Q0 Q0 AURESR,
AR UG A, I6Q BT IMER |

Q4 G0l 60 QAgR IR A8 @R,
IR TR QIRER, VU6Q Q68 U |

2l6M 2690R FQIEQ A6S UQENAIAN,
@ 09 AR 9IS 6% 699 21 |
2QgI8 AR FE6R F18 a06m A6S,
RIS ST JaR AL1-2RR QS |

Q66" FIem AR, 29l @ F6RIeQ,
64 G1G Y68 20 FIPREO 6A1LQ |

Q26" ARFEE QIRER, dli2l 2IFR FI6R,
2069 AR 2910-901 QE-RIREE! |
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1. Prabhat (Dawn)

The darkness of the Night ends, Children awake,
It' sthe time of anew morn, in adelightful song, partake.

Look ! theten quarters, with the Sun’sray, are glowing,
Flowers are blooming, a gentle breezeisblowing.

The earthlings were rapped in unconscious slumber,
Coming from where ? The Dawn brought what magic
wonder ?

Infusing new life, in amoment, it awoke the Earth,
Sky and Earth fillswith sounds of great mirth.

Birds are singing, songs so charming,
My heart beginsto dance, with the songs, on hearing.

With the birds, Children sing in happy chorus,
Inyour heartsremember the Creator, Father of the
Universe’.

9. Qsvl
A8l TAERQ YR @,
Il @ YO ERIEE 8% |
adlq 28 Agacia,
6aGiem dgm &4 299 |

Q661 2RI 2R 6QT,
QA6 FIQI 69lIGE 6alIT |

o AR AV 2IRES 2B,
QG 2IR6R GIER QUG |

2@RIF AR PIRCNER,
6T AIRARE QUGS |

QReR 2Idem OSIRIQ,
2Qed g8 @68l oI |
RClIRsm AFQID A€,
ARRIER YEARI UQEN |
2. Sandhya (Dusk)

The Sun sets in the western direction,
Oh ! what abeautiful picturesque Crimson.

The western sky isof Vermilion hue,
My heart fillswith joy, when | this do view.
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Gradually darkness makes its descent,
The stars, one by one, make their advent.

Birds flying in the sky, finishing their grazing,
With mirth retreat to their nestling.

The farmers, after finishing their ploughing,
Arereturning in the evening.

The children return from school,
Their smiling faces |ooking beautiful.

The housewives, the evening lamps light,
Theworld drenchesin the darkness of the night.

(B) From Chandamaa(The Garland of Rhymes)
JUe :
(foalen ga)

PRE 6QITYM AN,
PR FER Ml 9 A°AIQ |

UQEIERIRER F19EE],
2QANAER 26 TR |

g ARNIER QUGN 65413,
[96@ FITN AL AT |

QLIFIPEQ JoRI K9Q,
2RI AR AR AR |

(RN QUlp FFRAGR
QA LR ANQ |

Q2 QTN QIS AR AR AU,
9% 9A3 FEI0 FAIR |

Qg QIF Q& AR TGS,
P 2R AGR QA6R |

ARgIdl RS MINEM ARES,

64 QIgl QY6 ST AIRER |
QIR GAQ YIRE QLR

6909 99 6998 6alIR |

268 dgaIdl 6218 AR 216,
QlEGIN QB 2IF6S JRUED |

A
( Q\(

JeQ QFIR g0 ACRURER,
A16Q 6Q12AR Q1Y AQFER |

QIR 16 g T8 QIRER,
QIR YR IRGE F16% |
dE0Q @ g9l AN,

g68 96Q 2Ll 6R6Q 6AIRUAN |

ARR QAR UG IFE,
IN 60Ip8% Q9% 99E |

RIER QR6R FIT 2AIF06Q,
IR YL FIO-RNGER |

Qled @dIQ diom dRS,
Q@R Ol @ 9EdIo |

1. Prabhat (Dawn)

There was darkness all around,
With silent stillness the Earth did abound.

On Earth’slap, all itsinhabitant,
Were under sleep’sillusion, quiescent.

In the Eastern Sky, the glow advents
Awakening the universe, in moments.

With the twittering of birds, the world doesfill,
Pervading sky, ocean, garden and hill.

The notes of the merciful, wagtail to the nightangle,
Are being dispersed by a breeze, so gentle.

The crowing of the raven is heard from every home,
Who, to arouse the world, do everywhere roam.

In atwinkle of an eye, the Sun risesin heaven,
Thereisthestirring of life on Earth, all over again.

Everybody hastens, rejuvenated with new life,
To go to each one' s daily strife.

Carrying his plough, to the field, goes the farmer,
The cowherd is guiding the cattle to the pasture.

Children holding books in their hands, happily,
Are going to school, in the morn, joyfully.

The delightful lotus bloomsin the lake,
Slowly rocking in the mild wind' s wake.
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In the garden, flowers bloom, in various hues,
The bumble bee drones with an euphoric muse.

Dew glisten like pearls, beautifully set,
On the leaves of the many floret.

Boys and girls holding flower baskets,
Are plucking flowers running to the thickets.

At thistime children, with, joy, arise,

The‘Lord of the Universe’, in your minds, memorize.

Dueto His mercy, you have got this dawn,
Prostrate before Him, with all devotion.

9. A/
(Que-99e)

2Q 626M Q08 canl Ge 699,
2IAQ QRS QR ARl 694 |

ARYl 6aRl ANl 62R 61N AV
AR 6QQ 69%1 QU6 K2 AR |

Mo QQIRE Q68 @R 27 OF,
U183 69IQAM 69I0Q QUL |

2RI AR SV AUUIRIER
QIR QB e FlR AULER WER |

Qg QIF ANRIQ 6RITR AR,
290R GR, 97, I90, KSR |

QRSN 6L QI 611G 6RIT
S7e8 IRIF6R 621R 695 66T |

QUTFARAF 6L G 9I9R,
R IR U QIER F19RLR |

Q-9 26 94 Fe IR A6Q,
QGIT CRAIPE A6S 2GR 226 |

A16Q AUIYAT TG, FARINGE!
QIRIQ JREH 6@ (6 QLR |
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QR 262 QUG 216Q YL RJIER,
IR 61 QIGIF 6L FAER |

AAEUE AR I6Q ANIQ YRR,
6QIm, UM U IQ QRN |

2. Sandhya (Dusk)

The day has cometo an end, the Sun has retired,
The nocturnal queen has come, in black, attired.

Evening hascome! it hascome! istheavians' clarion,
Asthey fly back to their nests, each alone.

Raising the dust on the road and mooing,
The cattle, to their sheds, are returning.

Thefarmer, al happy, after adays ploughing,
Isreturning home joyfully singing.

In atwinkle of an eye, the sky darkens,
Enveloping, water, land, hillsand gardens.

Stars, like crores of golden lamps, burning,
One by one, in the sky are twinkling.

Gatherings and crowds of the day have now broken,
In thisworld thereisno living sound to harken.

Sitting in each one’ s home after the day’ s labour,
Everyone desirous of repose, they harbor.

Sleep iscoming in apace so languid,
Leading humanity to closeits eyelid.

After day, comes night, by Divine Amity,

Oh'! Children, please count the name of this Almighty.
Folding your plams, sing the evening hymn,

Saying, “Crestor of theUniverse”, PraiseHim, PraiseHim.

Indrajeet Mohanty, Reader in History, V.D. (Auto)
College, Jeypore (Koraput).
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Need of Juvenile Justice (Care & Protection of
Children) Act for
Natural Disasters Victim Children

Abstract

Our Constitution has several provisions
including clause (3) of article 15, clause (€) and
(f) of article 39, articles 45 and 47 which
impose on the state a primary responsibility of
ensuring that all the needs of children are met
and that their basic human rights are fully
protected. But it is seen that during occurrence
of any Natural Calamities, the children become
prey to the helpless situation, lose their al
support systems, from our society. It isthe duty
of the state as the parens patriae to apply the
legal support system of Juvenile Justice (care
and protection of children) Act to save the
future of helpless, dependent, natural disaster
victimized children, from the ruined conditions,
to keep the future of our nation safe and better.

Introduction:

Children arethe flower of anation who
needs social care, protection, affection, and
fecilities. A little hurt will ruin the future of the
nation. Children need special protection
because of their age, physique and mental
illness. In Olden age every home was a child
care home. Every home protected their child,
every child cared for, looked after educated
and made to live as a proud citizen of the
country. Those were the days now petrified in
the myths, folklores, and songs of the past.
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When people started living low shrouded with
mixture of ignorance, deprivation and
subjugation every home suffered and children
suffered most. Independent Indiainherited with
its glorious past capabilities of decades and
servitude and theresponsibility to lit dark abyss
of future. And who represented the future?
Children who dong go into it, live smoothen
and stream roil the rough roads, through which
the country has to march ahead.

Children are being considered as the
supremely important national assets and the
future of the country depends on the welfare
and wellbeing of its children. Condtitution of
India has conformed sweeping power on the
Govt. to make special provisions for the
children and take appropriate measures for
their wellbeing. A directionisaso given to the
Govt. under D.P.S.P, of the constitution to see
that the tender age of the children should not
be abused and children should be given
opportunities and facilities to develop in a
hedlthy manner and in conditions of freedom
and dignity and the childhood and youth should
be protected against expl oitation against moral
and material abandonment.

During natural disasters children
become worse affected due to dependent
nature. They become helpless and live in
hopeless and despair condition.
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Constitutional Aspect:-

Theframer of our Congtitution also kept
in mind the children welfare as supreme and
had laid down special provisions for the care
of children. Article 15 (3) enables the State to
make special provisions for women and
children. Article 24 of the Constitution provides
that “No child below the age of 14 shall be
employed to work in any factory or mine or
any hazardous employment. Clause (€) of the
Condtitution of Article 39 says that “the health
and strength of workers men and women and
the tender age of children are abused and that
citizens are not forced by economic necessity
to enter avocation unsuited to their age and
strength”. Clause (f) of the Article 39 provides
that children are given opportunities and
facilities to develop in a healthy manner and in
conditions of freedom and dignity and that
childhood and youth are protected against
exploitation and against moral and material
abandonment. In 1974 the Govt. of India
adopted the national policy for the welfare of
children. The resolution congtituted a Children
Board on 20" November 1959, the U.N made
declaration of the Right of the Child”. The
declaration mentions, inter aia, that “the child
shall enjoy specid protection and shall be given
opportunities and facilities by law and other
means to enable him to develop physicaly,
mentaly, morally, spiritualy and socidly in a
norma manner and condition of freedom and
dignity. Theresolution proclaimsthat “mankind
owes to the child the be<t, it has to give.”

The U.N.O declared the year 1979 to
be the International year of the child. The
pressing problems of juvenile delinquent in
developed and developing countries attracted
the attention of the United Nations.

In Indiathe surveys of status reveal that
there are more than 300 central and state

A
R

QOdisha Review

enactments on the subject of marriage
regulatory, guardianship, maintenance and
labour welfare etc. the first foundation in the
field of welfare of child was put by moving the
Reformatory Schools Act 1987 which treated
the juvenile delinquent differently. The second
attempt was the introduction of the Bombay
Children Act 1928. During the end of 19t
century 29 B of Cr.P.C. 1898 came into force
and introduced a specid judicia procedure in
crimina casesin respect of child offenders. The
new Cr.P.C aso containsthe somewhat similar
provisions for the trial accused. The children
Act 1960 was enacted for care, protection,
maintenance, welfare, training, education and
rehabilitation of neglected delinquent juvenile.
To reform the condition of child and for the
welfare of children, the Apex Court of India
directed for the initiation of Uniform Code
throughout the entire territories of India. Then
the Parliament passed the bill and enacted the
Act for thewdfareof children. Theactiscalled
as the Juvenile Justice Act1986.

The Apex Court of Indiaheldinacase
HussainnaraKhatoon V. Home Secretary State
of Bihar AIR,1979 SC 1360 that the right to
Speedy trid is a fundamentd right implicit in
Article 21 of the Constitution with the above
said point of view, it may be indicated some of
the observations of the SCin the case of Vikram
Deo Tomar V. State of Bihar,1988 PLJR 93.
Conjointly it will be better to quote thelanguage
of Hon' ble Supreme Court thus:-

“Indiaisawelfare state governed by a
Congtitution which holds the pride of place in
the heart of itscitizens. It lays special emphasis
on the protection and wellbeing of the weaker
sections of social status on the basis of
constitutional guarantees spelled out in its
provisions’.

It shows aparticular regard for women
and children and notwithstanding the pervasive
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ethos of the doctrine of equality in contemplates
specid provisions being made for them by law.
We live in an age when this court has
demonstrated while interpreting Article 25 of
the Constitution that every person isentitled to
a quality of life consistent with his human
personality. We are fully endorsing the
cherished view expressed by the Hon’ble S.C.
These neglected Juvenile must be given proper
care required under the Juvenile Act, as stated
in the case H.B.Singh Arsi V. State of
Bihar1991(1)CRIMES,535.

It is significant that Article 39 relates
to “Directive Principles’ of State Policy under
part IV of the constitution. Article 29
particularizes certain objectives clause (e) of
Article 39 and Clause (f) of the said Article 39
has certain relevant objectives. One of the
objectives under the clause (e) of Article 39 is
that the state should, in particular direct its
policy towards security that the tender age of
children are not abused. Under clause (f) one
of the objectives is that childhood and youth
are protected against exploitation and against
moral and material abandonment. These
objectives reflect the great anxiety of the
Constitution makers to protect and safeguard
the interest and welfare of the children of our
country. The Govt. of India has also in
pursuance of these Constitutiona clause (e) and
(f) of Article 39 evolved a national policy for
the welfare of the children stated in a case,
Visha Jeet V. Union of India. 1990(3)SCC318.

Itisasothe settled legd provisonsthat
only when the provisions of the statute are not
clear preamble can be looked to find out the
real object of an enactment, it was stated in
the Muniswar Dutt Pandey V. Ranjeet Tiwari
1997,UP.LB.E.C 199. The settled principles
required to be kept in view while interpreting
the statutory provisions enacted for the

46

K« Q\(O

QOctober - 2012

protection of public at large and not only the
individuas aone.

It was held by the S.C in Gaurav Jain
V. Unionof IndiaAIR 1997 SC3021 that every
child who is found to be neglected juvenile
should be dealt by the board and should be
brought within the protective umbrella of the
juvenilia home. The court also observed that
neglected juvenile should beinterpreted broadly
which is an important function for the purpose
of identifying the groups of children who need
care and attention and protection for
rehabilitation. Now it isclear that the definition
of child in need of care and protection is an
ample designation encompassing children found
begging in streets, those who have suffered
physical or sexua abuse and those who are
believed to be at high risk of being abused in
the future, virtualy al streets children, natural
disaster victims children fall into this category.

Need of this Act:

The Juvenile Justice (care and
protection of children) Act 2000 took a
broader view and came out with protectionary
measures for juvenile in conflict with law and
“child in need of care and protection” instead
of the two types of children as provided in the
earlier Act. This Act was further amended in
2006 to make it more vibrant to protect the
rights of the children at large.

Although juvenile in conflict with Law
to alarger extent is Ssmilar with the delinquent
juvenile, the provisionsfor the children in need
of care and protection are very broad and
cover wide ranging aspects of neglect which
the children are facing and hence are drawn
into this category. A child in need of care and
protection means a child

I who is found without any home or
settled place or abode and without any
ostensible means of subsistence.
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ii. who resides with a person (whether a

guardian of the child or not) and such person.

(@ has threatened to kill or injure the child
and there is areasonable likelihood.

(b) has killed, abused or neglected some
other child or children and thereisareasonable
likelihood of the child in question being killed,
abused or neglected by that person.

iil. who ismentaly or physicaly chalenged
or ill children or children suffering from termind
diseases or incurable diseases having no one
to support or look after.

V. who has a parent or guardian and such
parent or guardian is unfit or incapacitated to
exercise control over the child.

V. who does not have parent and no one
iswilling to take care of or whose parents have
abandoned him or who ismissing and run away
child and whose parents cannot be found after
reasonable inquiry.

vi. who is being or lively to be grosdy
abused, tortured or exploited for the purpose
of sexual abuse or illega acts.

vii.  whoisfound vulnerable and islikely to
be inducted into drug abuse or trafficking.

viii.  whoisbeing or is likely to be abused
for unconscionable gains.

IX. whoisvictim of any armed conflict, civil
commoation or natural calamity [(Sec-2 (d)]

The Act purportsto mean ajuvenile or
a child a person who has not completed
eighteenth year of age, Sec-2 (k). The Act
envisages the congtitution of ‘Juvenile Justice
Boards' or ‘Child Welfare Committees’ for
every district or group of districts to exercise
powers and discharge duties as conferred and
imposed by the Act in relation to juveniles in
conflict with law and the children in need of
care and protection respectively.
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The Board and Committee are to
function as a Bench of Magistrates and enjoy
the powers as conferred by the Cr.P.C. The
Child Welfare Committee has been empowered
to have power to deal exclusively with al
proceedings under this Act relating to children
in need of care and protection respectively
[sec6(1)] and [31(2)].

The committee shal  find authority to
dispose of cases as for the care, protection,
treatment, devel opment and rehabilitation of the
children as well as to provide for their basic
needs and protection of human rights. [sec31
(DI

This Act also provides for punishment
for any person who has been found to be cruel
towardsajuvenile. [sec23]; employsajuvenile
for begging [sec24] or whoever gives, to any
juvenile, or the child any intoxicating liquor ina
public place or narcotic drug or psychotropic
substance or exploits or process ostensibly a
juvenile or child for the purpose of any
hazardous employment.

Asregardsthe children in need of care
and protection, such children may be produced
before the child welfare committee by one of
the following persons.

0] Any police officer or specia juvenile
police unit or a designated police officer.

(i) Any public servant

(i) Children, a registered voluntary
organization or by such other voluntary
organization or an agency as may be recognized
by the State Government.

(iv)  Any social worker or a public
authorized by the State Govenment.

(V) By the child himself
After receiving the report, inquiry will
be conducted either by the committee or the
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police officer and order may be passed for
sending the child to the children’s home for
speedy inquiry and after completion of the
inquiry, if the committeeissatisfied that the said
child has no family or ostensible support, it may
alow the child to remain in children’s home or
shelter home till suitable rehabilitation is found
for him, or till the child attainsthe age of eighteen
years [sec33].

This Act also envisages the
establishment of children’s home by the State
Govt. itsdlf or in association with the voluntary
organizations in every district or a group of
districts as the case may be for the reception
of child in need of care and protection during
the pendency of any inquiry and subsequently
for their care, treatment, education, training,
development and rehabilitation [sec34].

The State Govt. may aso by rulesmade
under the Act, provide for the management of
children’s homes including the standard and
nature of the services to be provided by them
and the circumstances and manner under which
the certification of a children’s home or
reorganization to a voluntary organization may
be granted or withdrawn.

Besides, the State Govt. may be
recognized, reputed and capable voluntary
organizations and provide them assistance to
set up and administer as many shelter homes
for juveniles or children as the case may be
[sec37]. Mainly the shelter homes will be
required to function as the drop in centers for
children who have been brought to such homes
by the reference of the committee. The prime
objective of such children and shelter homesis
to restore and protect the child and they shall
take necessary stepsfor the restoration of and
protection to a child deprived of his family
environment temporarily or permanently
[sec39]. In SheelaBarseV. Union of India, the
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S.C again declared the admission of non-
crimina, mentaly ill children and adults to jail,
illegal and uncongtitutiond.

Protection M easur es;

Sec 40 of the J.J. Act envisagesfor the
rehabilitation and socia reintegration of the
children and as per the provision of the act such
a process should begin during the stay of the
child in the children’ s home or the shelter home
which shall be carried out aternatively as per
Sec 39. Restoration of and protection to achild
shall be the prime objective of any children’s
home or shelter home. The childrens' home or
shelter home, asthe case may be,shal take such
steps as are considered necessary for the
restoration of and protection to achild deprived
of his family environment temporarily or
permanently where such child isunder the care
protection of a childrens' home or a shelter
home, asthe case may be. The commettee shall
have the powers to restore any child in need
of care and protection to his parent, guardian,
fit person, or fit ingtitution as the case may be,
and give them suitable directions. For this
purposes restoration of child meansrestoration
to(a) parents, (b) adopted parents, (c) Foster
parents, (d)guardians, (e) fit person, (f) fit
ingtitution.

1 Adoption (Sec 41);

2. Foster care (Sec 42);

3. Sponsorship Programme (Sec 43);

4. Sending the child to an after care
organization (Sec 44);

5. Linkages and Co-ordination (Sec 45).

1. Adoption

Asregards adoption Act clearly states
thet it isthe primary responsibility of the family
to provide care protection to the children. The
Juvenile Justice Board is empowered to give
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the children in adoption taking into
congideration various guidelines issued by the
State Govt. relating to adoption and aso the
board can carry out investigations as are
required for giving children in adoption as per
the guidelines framed by the State
Governments. [sec 41 (5)]. The children’s
homes or the ingtitution for orphans run by the
State Govt. shall be recognized as adoption
agenciesboth for security and placement of such
children for adoption and achild can be offered
for adoption only when,

0] two members of the child welfare
committee declare the child legally free for
replacement in case of abandoned children;

(i) two month period for reconsideration
by the parent lapses in case of surrendered
children; and

@)  the child who is capable of
understanding and expressing has consent gives
consent to that effect. [sec41(5)] .Then only
the board may allow achild to givein adoption.

a) To a single parent (irrespective of
marital status); or

b) To parentsto adopt achild of same sex
irrespective of the number of living biologica
sons or daughters. [Sec 41(6)]. The Bombay
High Court in Robert Heijkamp and another
V. Ba Anand World Children Welfare Trug,
India (Mumbai) AIR 2008(NOC)1054 Bom,
held that child of mentaly ill person would be
deemed to be abandoned within the meaning
of sec4l and it may be declared to be fit for
being given in adoption.

C) Childless couples.
2. Foster care

It may be used for temporary placement
of those infants who are ultimately to be given
from adoption and in such situation the child
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may be placed in another family for a short or
extended period of time, depending upon the
circumstances where the child’'s own parent
usudly vidt regularly and eventudly after the
rehabilitation, where the children may returnto
their own homes [sec4?2].

3. Sponsor ship programme:

The sponsorship programme may
provide supplementary support to families to
children’ shomes and to special homesto meet
medical, nutritional, educational and other needs
of the children with a view to improving their
qudity of life. In both the above casesthe Govt.
of the concerned States are employed to make
rules for the purpose of carrying out the foster
care programmes and various schemes of
sponsorship of children, such as individud to
individual sponsorship, group or community
sponsorship. (Sec 43).

4. Sending the child to an after care
or ganization

For furthering objective for
rehabilitation and socid reintegration of children
and to look after their care, the State Govt.
may

I establish or recognize after care
organization and provide for their functions,

ii. prepare a scheme of aftercare
programme to be allowed by such organization
for the purpose of taking care of juvenile or
children after they leave the specia homes,
children’s homes and for the purpose of
enabling them to lead an honest, industrious and
useful life,

iii. provide for the preparation or
submission of areport by the probation officer
or any other officer appointed by that Govt. in
respect of each juvenile or the child prior to
this discharge from a specia home, children’s
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home regarding the necessity and nature of after
care of such juvenile or of a child, period of
such aftercare, supervision thereof and
submission of areport on the progress of each
juvenile or the child by the concerned officer.

V. providefor the standards and the nature
of services to be maintained by such aftercare
organization and

V. provide for such other matters as may
be necessary for the purpose of carrying out
the scheme of aftercare programme for the
juvenile or the child (sec 44).

Further this act also provides for
certain other welfare measures that can be
taken for wellbeing and rehabilitation of juvenile
such as releasing them and placing them under
the guidance of their parents or authorized
guardiansfor their education, training for some
useful trade or ook after him for rehabilitation
and seeking the contribution of parentsfor their
maintenance, certain of fund by the Govt.
establishment of central / state, District and City
Advisory Boardsfor advising the Govt. for their
care and rehabilitation etc. the juvenile Justice
(careand protection of Children) Act amended
2006 finaly calls upon the central Govt. to
remove al such difficulties which may arise
while giving effect to the provisons of this act.

The State Govt. may rule to ensure
effective linkage between various
governmental, corporate and other community
agencies for facilitating the rehabilitation and
socia reintegration of the child (Sec 45). There
are a very few cases reported in relation to
neglected children and most of the issues
relating to nature of the committee and its
proceeding. Such as the right to a lawyer,
burden of proof, standard of proof, standard
of proof remain unaddressed. The proceedings
before the committee continue to be conducted
without a lawyer. The definition of deprivation
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of liberty under the UN Rules Il (6) for
protection of juvenilesand child deprived liberty
reads. “The deprivation of liberty means any
form of detention or imprisonment or the
placement of a person in a public or private
custodia setting. From which this personisnot
permitted to leave at will, by order of any
judicia adminigrative or other public authority”.

It is clear from this definition that
children kept in children homes pursuant to the
order of the committee fall squarely in this
definition asthey cannot leave the home at will.
All those children should have a right to legal
counsdl. The Indian Congtitution in Article 22
(1) recognizes the right to a lawyer in case of
deprivation of liberty for al. All children are
entitled to free Lega aid U/S 12 (c) of the legal
Services Authority Act adso. The Child Right
Convention and the Beijing Rules direct that
children should be provided with legal
representation against deprivation of liberty.
However no provision made for providing
lawyer in the proceedings before the Child
Welfare Committee.

The argument is that the CWC is a
welfare body and the proceedings beforeit are
welfareand not judicia proceedingsand hence,
there is no need for alawyer. But the redlity is
that they remain deprived of their liberty without
legal assistance and their fundamenta rightsare
thereby violated. The Commission for
Protection of Child Rights Act 2005, in short
CPCR Act has been enacted with two objects,
one, to establish commission for child
protection at the national and state level and
second to establish children courts to
expeditiousy deal with case of offences against
children. Pursuant to the coming into force of
the CPCR Act, the National Commission for
Protection of Children Rights has been long
established. But State Commission of
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Protection of Child Rights has not been
established in most cases. There is dso no
establishment of children courtsunder it. There
are certain sections like 48, 50, 56, 57, 58,
59, 62 and 62 Act under miscellaneous
provisions of the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act 2006. Those said
sections protect the rights and interest of the
natural disaster victim's children.

Conclusion:

Fromthe above analysis, it isclear that
the Advocates,NGOs and Judges should apply
this law properly and correctly while dealing
with J.J (care & protection) Act 2006 to protect
the delicate life of natural disasters victim
children. The Govt. appearsto lack interest in
implementation of the provisons in the letter
and spirit to achieve the objectives behind the
Act focused by the constitutional in and
objective. The sovereignty lies with we the
people of the India and the juvenile or child is
the future of the nation. The Rule of law
prevails. In order to discharge the responsibility
the State and itsinstrumentalities and authorities
must take the positive view on the matter to
protect the juveniles or children of Natural
Disasters Victim to construct a healthy and
talented India by eradicating evils in society
after occurrence of any natural calamities.
Juvenile Justice Act is based on two
philosophical objectives — Parens Patriae and
individual treatment. The Parens Patriae
doctrine allows the court to conduct the
proceedings principally to determine what
should be donein the based interest of the child
and not astridsto determine crimina guilt and
give sentence. The individualized treatment
doctrine viewsthe disposition decisionin view
to inherently rehabilitate. It seeks to prescribe
a treatment programme fitting the needs,
personality, physiological develop and social
circumstances of ayouth.
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To mete out justice is a grave and
critical responsibility and it becomes graver
when the person in question is a juvenile. The
Juvenile Justice (Care & Protection) of Children
Act 2006 was passed promising to usher in a
new era of Juvenile Justice, keeping in mind
variousinternational instrumentsratified by the
Government of India. However the Act haspaid
merelip—serviceto many issueswhich required
immediate attention. Not merely a legidative,
but amultipronged approach of logistic support
by the State and asensitized system are needed
to dedl with the problems of juvenilesto fulfill
the objectives of law.
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Cyber Crime and the Police:
| ng nuations to the Police Commissonerate of
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack

Dr. Arpita Mitra

(" Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are progressively being adopted in Police work with )
the aim of nurturing greater accountability and a contrivance to check cyber crime. The knowhow about
cybercrime is also inadequate among a significant section of the officers. The training programmes on
cyber crime and itsdetection isonly made available to a selected few, whiletherest remainin darkness. As
the number of victims of cybercrimesisincreasing day by day, the policemen (even at the root level) must

be aware and conscious of the nuances of cybercrime so that they can capably guide the people and
counter the menace. In this regard the present paper seeks to address the predicament of cyber crime and
provide suggestions to the Police Commissionerate of Bhubaneswar and Cuttack to check the peril.

\Keywords: ICTs, cybercrime, information society, ecrimes. )

Introduction

Today's Police is expected to provide
multi-dimensional service to the people in a
proactive way. This entails that they are to be
equipped in the best possible way to establish
them asapeoplefriendly policeforce. To provide
the best of sarvicesit hasbeen found thet the police
force has failed to come out of its cocoon and
most of the officers remain unpragmatic and
uneasy towards the recent developments. ICTs
are providing multifaceted array of tasksnot only
to the masses but aso to the police. In addition
to this, the abuses of ICTs have dso chdlenged
the policeto anewer form of crime—cyber crime.
The paper is an attempt to delve into the
infrastructure and technica kills that the Police
of Bhubaneswar and Cuttack should offer to the
people to combat cyber crime.
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Information and Communication
Technologies, Cyber Crime and the Police

In recent decades, countries like the
United States, Japan and most European nations
have become information societies, where
information workersaremore numerousthan such
occupational categories as farmers, industria
workersand service hands. Information workers
are those individuals whose main job
responsibilities are to gather process or to
digtribute information or to produce information
technologies like tdlecommunication equipments
that are used by other information workers. India
has more information workers than Japan, and
about the same number as United States. These
millions of information workers are mostly urban
and educated, living a lifestyle similar to
information workers in Silicon Vdley, Tokyo or
London (Singhal and Rogers 2001:17). New
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communication technologies such as sadlites,
cable tdlevison, wirdess teephony, the internet
and computers are bringing about noticeable
changes in the Indian society. Information and
Communication Technologies (ICTs) include
hardware equipment, organizationd sructuresand
socid vauesby whichindividuascollect, process
and exchangeinformation. (ibid: 30). Information
Technologies can be used to plan, coordinate, and
execute operations. Using the Internet for
communication canincrease gpeed of mobilization
and alow more did ogue between members, which
enhancesthe organizationsflexibility Sncetactics
can be adjusted more frequently. Individuaswith
acommon agendaand gods can form subgroups,
meet at a target location, conduct terrorist
operations, and then readily terminate their
relationships and redisperse (Zanini & Edwards
2001:36).

Ontheonehand, theintroduction of ICTs
has generally facilitated services in public
adminidration, urban and rurd adminidration, and
urban and rural development transport sectors
and has benefited the qudlity of life for citizens
especidly in medicine and hedth, education,
environment, and agriculture (Rao 1998:171-
215). Asthepopulation of thisvirtua community
expandsthereisacondderableriseintheincidents
of cybercrimeand abuses of computer technology
(Marstrand 1984: 9-12; Moore 1995:1-9). To
quote Cagtells. “Crime is as old as humankind.
But globa crime, the networking of powerful
crimind organizations, and thelir associates, in
shared activities throughout the planet, is a new
phenomena that profoundly affects internationd
and nationa economies, palitics, security and
ultimately societiesat large” (Castells 1999:166).

Thewildfire spread of cybernetics, inthe
form of satdllites, videocassettes, narrow casting,
niche identification, cluster targeting, extra
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intelligent networks, smulation have becomethe
facets of this civilization. Along with its
overwheming advantagesit has entailed amgor
areaof chdlengefor thelaw enforcement agencies
in the 21 century- cyber crime variousy known
ascomputer crimes, ecrimesetc. “ Cyber crimes-

harmful acts committed from against a computer
network — differ from mogt terredtrid crimesin
four ways. They areeasy tolearn how to commit;

they requirelessresourcesrdativeto the potential

damage caused; they can be committed in a
juridiction without being physicaly present in it

and they are often not clearly illegd” (Grabosky,

1998).

Classification of cyber crimes

Cyber crimes can beof thefollowing nine
types. (a) Theft of telecommunications services,
(b) Communications in furtherance of crimina
conspiracies, (€) Telecommunications piracy,
(d) Dissemination of offensive materials,
(e) Electronic money laundering and tax evasion,
(f) Electronic vandalism, terrorism and extortion,
(g) Sades and investment fraud, (h) Illegal
interception of telecommunications and
(i) Electronic funds transfer fraud (See http:/
www.crime.hku.hk/cybercrime.htm visited on
12.8.2012). Furthermore, they can also be
classfied asthe following:

(1) Denial of service attacks: It is an attack
on a web server with fase requests for pages.
The server spends so much timetrying to process
these requeststhat it cannot respond to legitimate
requests and may crash.

(2) Viruses, worms, trojans and other forms
of malicious code: Mdicious code is a generd
term for programs that, when executed, would
cause undesirable results on asystem; Computer
viruses are computer programsthat can replicate
themsdlves and harm the computer sysemson a
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network without the knowledge of the system
users. Viruses spread to other computersthrough
network filesystem, through thenetwork, Internet
or by the means of removable devices like USB
drives and CDs. Computer viruses are after dl,
forms of malicious codes written with an am to
harm acomputer sysem and destroy informetion.
Writing computer virusesisacrimind activity as
virus infections can crash computer systems,
thereby destroying great amountsof critica data

(3) Unauthorised Entry : Theativity of bresking
into a computer system to gain an unauthorized
accessisknown as hacking. The act of defesting
the security capabilities of a computer systemin
order to obtain anillegd accesstotheinformation
stored on the computer system is called hacking.
The unauthorized revelaion of passwords with
intent to gain an unauthorized accessto the private
communication of an organization of auser isone
of the widely known computer crimes. Another
highly dangerous computer crime is the hacking
of |P addresses in order to transact with afase
identity, thus remaining anonymouswhile carrying
out the crimind activities.

(4) Information Tampering: Intruding into and
damaging information stored in different Sorage
devices of the computer.

(5) Cyber stalking: The use of communication
technology, mainly the Internet, to torture other
individuals is known as cyberstalking. False
accusations, transmission of threats and damage
to data and equipment fal under the class of
cybergtaking activities. Cybersakersoftentarget
the users by means of cha rooms, online forums
and socia networking webdites to gather user
information and harass the users on the basis of
theinformation gathered. Obsceneemails, dbusive
phone calls and other such serious effects of
cybergaking have made it a type of computer
crime.
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(6) Spamming : Sending unsolicited bulk email.

(7) Mouse-trapping : Clicking the browser’s
back button with the mouse does not lead out of
the unwanted sitebut only to theviewing of further
unwanted pages eg. pornography. To escapethe
user may need to closethe browser or evenrestart
the operating system.

(8) Phreaking : Breaking into the telephone
network illegaly to tap phonelines;

(9) Computer Damage: Injuring the hardware
of the computer.

(10) Phishing: The act of attempting to acquire
sengtive information like usernames, passwords
and credit card details by disguising as a
trustworthy source. Phishingiscarried out through

emails or by luring the users to enter persond

information through fakewebgtes Crimindsoften
use webgtes that have a look and fed of some

popular website, which makesthe usersfed safe

to enter their detalls there.

(11) Identity Theft: This is one of the most
serious frauds as it involves steding money and
obtaining other benefitsthrough the use of afase
identity. It isthe act of pretending to be someone
elseby usng someoned s sidentity asone sown.
Financid identity theft involves the use of afase
identity to obtain goods and services and a
commercid identity theft isthe using of someone
else's busness name or credit card details for
commercid purposes. Identity cloning is the use
of another user’s information to pose as afase
user. [llegd migration, terrorism and blackmalil are
often made possible by means of identity
theft.(See B.Etter,”Critical Issues in High-Tech
Crime’, available a http:/Aww.acpr.gov.au/pdf/
Presentations/apmedec02.pdf visited on
14.4.2010 and http://www.buzzle.convarticles/
types-of -computer-crimes.html visited on
13.8.2012)
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Cyber Crime and L aw Enfor cement

The development of new technology
invites the establishment of new inditutions to
supervise policing, and vaue driven design may
enable new legal procedures that are better
equipped to hold policing accountable. The new
policing amsto prevent and pre-empt crimerather
than to prosecute it. By predicting when, how,
and by whom a crime will be committed, it ams
to enable efficient intervention. Law enforcement
has recognized in virtual space a toolkit of
resraints on crimind behavior. These redraints
include law, technological features, network
typology, and the socid congtruction of particular
usesof computers. Again, theline between private
and public law enforcement is blurring as private
parties monitor the public flow of information and
secure essentid information junctions. The third
parties including conduits, service providers,
information gatekeepers, traffic routers, tool
suppliers, and payment sysemsplay onthedigitd
crimesceneand heavily regulatethem (Kozlovski
2007: 108-114).

Today initsbrawl againg cyber crimethe
law enforcement agencies face a number of
chdlenges Fird, procedura resistance hinder law
enforcements s ability to find and indict criminas
operating online. Second, laws defining computer
offencesand thelega apparatus needed to probe
crimindsusing theinternet, cannot match up with
the fast scientific and societal developments.
Finaly, there is a dearth of well trained, well
equipped investigators and prosecutorsto detect
high tech crime. To counteract these emergent
cyber threats, theroleof the policein Indiashould
be redefined and the force should be
professionalized to perform its tasks in cyber
pacethrough various organizationd and Sructura
changesin order to re-inditutiondise the existing
occupational culture, which is the main
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impediment of theforcein combeating cybercrimes
(Thomas 2002:999). However the police done
cannot maintain their domain or jurisdiction over
cyberspace nor canthey fully exercise cybercrime
petralling. The success of fighting cybercrimes
depends on the support that it gets from the legal
systems and the cooperation of community and
the users of new technologies in cyberspace.

Some Insinuations to the Police
Commissioner ate of Bhubaneswar and
Cuttack

1. A Cyber Crime Cdl/Police Station should
be developed to handle cases dedling with
computer offences.

2. A Cyber Forensic Laboratory with all
updated technol ogies should be endorsed to
detect computer crimes.

3. Ateamof specidly trained officersexpertin
detecting cybercrimesshould berearedinthe
mode of ‘Cybercops of Andhra Pradesh
Police. A specid group of officers must be
skilled in collection, storage, and, retrieva
of digital evidence. Laboratory and skill
development to maintain digital evidenceisa
need of thetime.

4. The Police Commissionerate should take
initiativesto haveinformation about the recent
new police technologies that are being used
by police in Bangalore, Mumbai, Delhi,
Chennai and Kolkatawith specid emphasis
to cyber crimes. They should aso take note
of police organizations in developed
countries. Thiswill help them to keep pace
with new chalenges of policing and establish
itself as a high tech police force.

5. Thelocd police gations (20 police digtricts
each for Bhubaneswar and Cuttack) should
keep a vigil on the cyber cafes of their
respectivelocdlities. It should be ensured that
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no onewill be alowed to use the cyber café
without vaid proof of identity. The time limit
for surfing in the cyber cafes should aso be
restricted. Recently the State Government of
Odisha has made cyber café registration
mandatory. The order ensuresthat gpart from
asking for vaid identity proof, the cyber cafes
will maintain arecord of the vistorsand dso
prohibit surfing of websites containing
pornography, obscenity, terrorism and other
objectionable materials.(' Cyber café
Registration Mandatory’, The Sunday
Express, 19" August, 2012, p.4)

The webste of the Police Commissonerate
of Bhubaneswar and Cuttack should provide
information to the city dwdlers about the
precautionary messuresthat should betaken
to check cyber crimes. Awarenessamong the
public about rising e crimes should be made
by the city police through the website,
advertisements and sengitization programmes
in educationd inditutions.

The Contact Number of police personnel
dealing in Cyber Crime should also be
mentioned in the officid website,

The new generation policemen should be
trained in the application of ICTs in police
work to help them to carry forward the
legecy of the police organization successully.
Policemen who are new entrants must be
imparted training in ICTs & the inception of
training programme to enable them to
understand itsimportance in police work. In
addition to this will reduce the inhibitions in
using computerized technologies. They will
also be sensitized about the abuses of
computer technologies.

All complaints of cyber crimes should be
given importance. Specid directions should
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15.

be given to locd police sations so that they
can properly guide the people if they come
with complaints of cyber crimes.

. The Crime Statistics of the cities of

Bhubaneswvar and Cuttack does not show
any data on cyber offences. This should be
included asaseparate category inthelist and
should not be merged with other traditiona
forms of crime. (See http://
bhubaneswarcuttackpolice.gov.in/
crimestatistics.php visited on 5.8.2012.)

Awareness programmes should be carried
out to sendtize police officers about the
Information Technology Act, 2000/2008.

Since the number of educationd ingtitutions
is increasing in Bhubaneswar and Cuittack
with aregular flow of sudents from dl over
India, the Police Commissionerate should be
extravigilant and sensbletowardsthe youth.
Sncetheoffendersand victimsof cyber crime
are modly the young generation the police
should take a congtructive and reformatory
gpproach while deding with them.

Sengtization programmes on cyber crimes
should be organized by the Police
Commissionerate in educationa inditutions
to spread awareness about computer abuse
among students. Students should aso be
updated about the provisions of the
Information Technology Act, 2000/ 2008.

Community Policing Programmesshouldaso
be initiated to check cyber offences. The
peopl€ s participation can be of greet hepin
combeting cyber crime.

The Police Commissionerate needs to
provide access to technologies especially
wireless handsets, computers, internet, and
mobile telegphones to al ranks of policemen
to make them adept in handling ICTs.
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Conclusion

The Police Commissionerate of
Bhubaneswar and Cuttack has to match steps
with other capital cities like Hyderabad,
Bangdore, Mumbal, Delhi and Kolkatain so far
as protection againgt cyber crime is concerned.
The police of the twin cities has to initiate
noteworthy messuresto combat computer crimes.
The abuses of ICTs is on the rise and with so
many educationd and industrid developments
going on, it is the need of the hour to develop a
more proactive safety measure to check the peril.
Sincethevictimsaswell asthe offendersof cyber
crime are mainly the younger generation it is
important that they should be adequately
sensitised about thelegd directionsagainst cyber
crime. With the recent regulations on cyber cafes
the police officer not below the rank of an
ingpector hasto be assigned the responsibility to
check or inspect cyber cafes and computer
resource or network established at any time to
comply with the Technology (Guiddinesfor Cyber
Cafes) Rules, 2011 as issued by the Ministry of
Information Technology. In thisregard the Police
Commissionerate can play anotablerole. More
90, the palice officers including those working a
the grassroot epecidly intheloca policegations
if adequately informed can be activein combating
cybercrime. The insinuations to the Police
Commissionerate have come with the hope that
if implemented can make the police of the twin
citiesmore high tech and agilein combeting cyber
crime.
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Does Article 72 Transcend the Rule of Law ?

With evidences of Presidents of India having
pardoned many cases meted out degth sentences
inthe past even of the outgoing President Prativa
Patil having pardoned asmany as 30 personswho
have been given degth sentenceslying in the stacks
of judicid higtory of India, the question crops up
in the mind whether thisact isin accordance with
the nuances of naturd justice and rule of law?
When an accused is handed out death sentences
it means he/she has gone through a rigorous
integrated judicia process based on well verified
and subgtantiated evidences. It is ultimately the
Supreme Court of India, the highest seet of Indian
judiciary after taking into proper account of al
judgments of the High Courts and lower courts
weighed properly againg the nuances of natura
justice, rule of law, procedure established by law
with applicability of human vaues in the context
of contemporary development, changes and
cultura ethos pronounces the find verdict. This
sad does not mean that the Indian judiciary is
adorned with the attributes of infalibility but it can
be assumed that the Indian judiciary hasadorable
records of being above the vulnerabilities and
humen frailtieswhich the common individuasand
politicians suffer from.

But the provisions of Indian Congtitution
empower the President of India to cast
pronouncements on judgments of the Supreme
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Court of Indiain cases where death sentences
have been given to theaccused by taking recourse
to pardon, reprieve, respite, remission and
commutation on the advice of council of ministers
headed by the Prime Miniger. The will of the
political prevailsover thewill of the reasoned and
condtitutionally ordained with a long period of
legd weighing and judicid gestation premised on
facts and evidences. Being the highest court of
apped thisuncontested power of Indian President
IS beyond the judicid review. Given the nature
and characterigtics of Indian paliticswheremoney,
crimes and heinous activities not ethics, mordity
and honesty arethe maxims of the day, to assume
that the council of minigters and paliticians are
abovetheboard and alwaystake stringent stands
on issues of mordlity, trangparency, probity in
public life is highly preposterous. The brutd and
naked fact is that Indian body polity is scam
daned. Sinceit isthe very prodivity of politica
people to be guided aways by their narrow
politica interedts, it is not dways that the advice
the council of ministers will tender to Indian
President regarding the exercise the power of
pardon under Article72 of the Indian Congtitution
will always be premised on considerable
reasonability, non-politica denominations and
seasoned sagacity emblematic of Indian judicia
system. Hard crimind s having therecord of killing
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mary innocent children, women and men and
widely condemned terrorists are to be mercied
upon, where as the bereaved, suffering families
and depraved peopleand society striving earnestly
for justice remain neglected, overlooked and
condemned to the vicissitudes of prevailing
capricious politica whims, myopic vison and
petty politica interests. That according to the
Indian Condtitution the President gppoints the
judges and the Parliament movestheimpeachment
motion againg the judges does not imply thet the
judicial pronouncements are subordinate to
palitical judgments. To argue that the President,
the Council of Ministers and the Parliament
represents the “We the People of Indid’ is very
much debatable keeping in view the prevdence
of minority percentage of votes secured in the
elections over the mgority percentage excluded
from the political mainsiream. If the disclosure of
assets and property of paliticians, MPs, MLAs
and Ministers is any indication then Indian
democracy is masterminded by a very few
dominant richest people of the country. What
about the will of the margindized and excluded
mgjority poor o cardlesdy and willfully neglected,
undermined and overlooked during these last Six
decades?

Inthis background isit judtifiableto hold
that to rationdize thisprovison in conformity with
prevaling conditutiond sraightjacketsintheworld
isoneindication of our being chrigtened asfulfilling
therequirementsof what ademocracy isor likes
to be? If the answer to this nagging questionisin
the negative, then abrogation of thisartidewill in
no way denude Indian democracy of its pith and
marrow. Argumentation for its perpetual
continuance in no way will enrich Indian
democracy and its vaues and promote natural
and socid judtice. Insstence on perpetuation of
thisprovison then canignitethe debate on whether
President’ s mercy power is subjected to judicia
review.
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With the working class militancy and
success sory of communism in former Soviet
Union during the 20th Century the advocacy of
the concept of possessive individudigtic nature
of sate lost its Strength and gave riseto adebate
on transforming this laissez faire state into a
concept of Welfare State with aview to semming
the exodus of working class into the fold of
communism. With the upcoming of Welfare sate
there has been a vast and inevitable increase in
the rdaionship between the partsand functionaries
of the gate. With globdization and the ubiquitous
acceptance of western liberd market order the
individua human life has been subject to myriad
interference. For example, the very right to life
and liberty under Article 21 of Indian Condtitution
has opened the floodgatesfor varied progressive
judicid interpretation in cases where there have
been executive lapses and excessesand legidative
negligence and inaction. In order to prevent the
concentration of power in one organ the
governmental power was bascdly divided into
(i) the Legidature (ii) the Executive and (iii) the
Judiciary with the logic and rationale of
Montesquieu and Locke' s theory of Separation
of Power. Accordingly the legidature cannot
exerciseexecutive or judicid power, the executive
cannot exercise legidative or judicia power and
the judiciary cannot exercise legislative or
executive powers of the government. Strict
adherence to the theory of separation and
compartmentaization of power would not make
the wheels of state move and bring it to an
alarmingly standstill. As Frankfurter J. says
“Enforcement of rigid conception of separaion
of power would make modern government
impossible” This non enforcement has now laid
down to a hectic situation where the three
machineries of the state are now trying to
overpower each other. The question put forward
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here i.e. Can President’s power of Pardon be
subjected to Judicid Review is dso an outcome
of the tug of war between the three branches.

Itisargued that if this power to pardon
of Presdent is subjected to judicia review it
would beadlear cut encroachment of thejudiciary
in the executive and the separation of power is
defeated. Whether Judicid Review disturbs the
redl spirit behind the concept of Pardon? Whether
grounds be reviewed or decisons as a whole
should be reviewed? Let us examine these
questionsin thisarticle.

Generdly the punishment dedlt herewith
is that of the capitd punishment. When an act
done by a person is pendized by the capital
punishment the question ariseswhether themercy
pleading should be entertained, whether itismord
because generdly such punishment in Indian
prospectiveisonly givenin rarest of therare cases.
Thedefensegiven behind isthat whileevery crime
is an outrage that is deeply destructive of socid
and mord fabric, punishment can never undo the
harm that has been suffered by the victims and
the community. Therefore mercy pleading should
be entertained and granted it is argued.

The British crown was given the power
to pardon. But in India there is democracy.
According to the Article 52 of the Congtitution of
India, the Presdent is the Executive Heed of the
Union of India Under Article 72 of the Indian
Condtitution the Indian President is empowered
to grant pardon, he can reprieve, respite or remit
the punishment. The Art 72 Sates:

The Presdent shdl have the power to
grant pardons, reprieves, respitesor remission of
punishment or to suspend remit or commute the
sentence of any personsconvicted of any offence-

@ in al cases where the punishment or
sentenceis by acourt martid,;
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(b) in al cases where the punishment or
sentenceisfor an offence againgt any law relating
to a matter to which the executive power of the
Union extends,

(© in al cases where the sentence is a
sentence of death.

(2 Nothing in sub-clause (a) of clause (1)
shall affect the power conferred by law on any
officer of the Armed Forces of the Union to
suspend, remit or commute a sentence passed
by a Court Martidl.

(3) Nothing in sub-clause (c) of clause (1)
shall affect the power to suspend remit or
commute a sentence of desth exercisable by the
Governor of a State under any law for the time
being in force.

By the virtue of this Article the president
can grant pardon but the materidigtic fact is that
whether such power is an absolute one because
the word “Shal” in dause (1) of the Artidle is
ambiguous. Apart from it was aso held that this
power of pardon shall be exercised by the
Presdent on the advice of Council of Ministers.

TheWorld Scenario

According to the Article 11 Section 2 of
the U.S. Congtitution the President can grant
pardon except in the cases of impeachment.
Unlike Indian President the American Presdent
has the absolute power; such power cannot be
questioned or blocked by the court or the
Congress. In case of misuse the only act which
could be done is cdl for impeachment of the
Presdent. Thusthereisno question of any judicid
review.

Pakistan

Recently the question of granting of
Pardon was in limdight in Sarabhjit's Case. By
the virtue of the Article 45 of the Pakistan's




October - 2012 =

Condtitution the President has an absolute power
togrant pardon, reprieve, repite & remit, suspend
or commute any sentence passed by any court,
tribunal or authority. The power cannot be
guestioned.

France, Germany and Russia

The power of pardon and act of clemency
are granted by President of France who has the
solediscretion and power isnon questionableand
absolute.

A German President has pardoning
power which he cantransfer to someonedsesuch
as chancellor or the minister of Justice. An
absolute power of pardon isgiven to the Russian
President through the Art 84 of the congtitution.
Thus it could be easly seen that wherever the
power of pardon is given to the Presdent, it is
absolute then question arisesthat why theframers
of Indian Condtitution didn’'t arm the president
with an absolute power to pardon.

Asdiscussed abovethe pardoning power
of the President is not an absolute one but is
governed by the advice of the Council of
Ministers. Now we should think about what
would have been thered issue in the mind of the
framers of the Condtitution for not imparting the
Presdent an absolute power. One thing should
be made clear firg that the framers were of the
view that there should be a capitd punishment
and such capital punishment shall be pardoned
on grounds of mordity after amercy pleading by
the Presdent, it could be said that the framers
just wanted to put a check on the power asif the
power would have been an absolute; it could be
possible that a soft hearted President would
pardon most of the mercy pleaders, for thisit was
the council of ministers who had to regtrain the
President by making his decision abounded one.
Thus the framers had the perception that the
misuse of the power would be guarded by the
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Council of Minigters, they had a good faith on
them but today the time has changed, whenever
agovernment comes into existence the Coundil
of Minigers gopointed are generdly having an
absolute power and as Lord Acton has said
“Power tends to corrupt and absolute power
corrupts absolutely”, the absolute power had
encrypted a layer of corruption and due to it a
danger of misuse of power aways looms large
which can only be checked by judiciary.

Judicial Review

According to the Merriam Webster
Dictionary of Law “Judicid Review isthe power
of a court to review the action of public sector
bodies in terms of their condtitutiondity in some
jurisdiction, it is dso possible to review the
condtitutiondlity of law itsdlf. Judicid review inan
independent judiciary is the cardind feature as
endhrined in the Congtitution. Judicid review in
India can be broadly divided into judicid review
of legidative action, judicid review of judicid
decisons and judicid review of adminidrative
action. The court in its exercise of its power of
judicid review would zedoudy guard the human
rights, fundamentd rights and the citizens rights
of life and liberty as dso many non-satutory
powers of governmenta bodies as regards their
control over property and assets of variouskinds,
which could be expended on building, hospitals,
roads and the like, or overseas aid, or
compensaing victims of crime.

The question which arises here is that
whether thejudicid review hasany limit. In Syed
T.A. Hagshbandi v State of J& K the Supreme
Court observed that:

“Judicid review is permissble only to the extent
of finding whether the process in reaching the
decision has been observed correctly and not the
decison itsdf, as such. Criticd or independent
andysisor gppraisal of the materids by the court
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exercigng powers of judicid review unlike the
case of an appellate court would neither be
permissible nor conduciveto theinterests of either
the officer concerned or the sysem and indtitutions.
Grievances must be sufficiently substantiated to
have firm or concrete basis on properly
established facts and further proved to be wdll
judtified in law for being countenanced by the
court in exercise of its powers of judicid review.
Unlessthe exercise of power is shown to violate
any other provison of the Conditution of India
or any of the atutory rules, the same cannot be
challenged by making it ajudticiableissue before
the court”.

Pardoning power and Judicial Review

Recently the pardoning power of
governor was put under judicia review inthecase
of Epuru Sudhakar & Anr. Vs Govt. of A.P.
& Ors .Before discussing the factud stuetions
of the case let us revert back to some of the old
Cases.

InKuljeet Singh VsLt. Governor of Dehi it
was held that the President’ s Power

Under Article 72 will beexamined onthe
facts and circumstances of each case the court
has retained the power of judicid review evenon
amatter which hasbeen vested by the Condtitution
soldy in the Executive.

But the mgor case in which the concept
of judicial review of the President power on
grounds of its merit was that of Kehar Singh
Vs. Union of India. Inthis case Supreme Court
held that “It seems to us that there is sufficient
indication in the terms of Article 72 and in the
history of the power enshrined in that provison
aswdl asexiding caselaw, and specific guiddines
need not be spelt out. Indeed, it may not be
possibleto lay down any precise, clearly defined
and aufficently channdised guiddines for wemugt
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remember that the power under Article 72 is of
the widest amplitude, can contemplate a myriad
kinds and categories of cases with facts and
Stuations varying from caseto case, inwhich the
merits and reasons of State may be profoundly
assisted by prevailing occasion and passing time.
Anditisof great Sgnificancethat thefunctionitsdf
enjoys high gatus in the conditutional scheme.
The order of the President cannot be subjected
to judicid review on its merit”

In Epuru Sudhakar Case theimmunity
of the pardoning power of governor fromjudicia
review came up. Supreme Court set aside a
decigon of then Andhra Pradesh Governor Sushil
Kumar Shinde, remitting the sentence of a
Congress activist who faced ten years in prison
in connection with the killing of two persons
includinga TDP activigt, the SC bench of Jugtices
S H Kapadia and Ajit Pasayat warned that the
exercise of the power would be tested by the
court againg the maintenance of Rule of Law.
“Rule of Law is the bads for evduation of al
decisons (by the court)... That rule cannot be
compromised on the grounds of political
expediency. To go by such consderationswould
be subversve of the fundamenta principlesof the
Rule of Law and it would amount to setting a
dangerous precedent,” the Bench warned.

Justice Kagpadia, while concurring with
themain ruling ddivered by Justice Pasayat, sought
to remind “exercise of executive clemency is a
meatter of discretion and yet subject to certain
dandards. It is not a matter of privilege. It isa
maiter of performanceof officid duty... the power
of executive clemency is not only for the benfit
of the convict, but while exercisng such a power
the President or the Governor as the case may
be, has to keep in mind the effect of his decison
onthefamily of thevictims, the society asawhole
and the precedent it setsfor thefuture” “ Anundue
exercise of this power is to be deplored.
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Condderationsof religion, casteor politica loyalty
arefraught with discrimination” hesaid. Thusthis
judgment reiterated the settled position of law that
exercise or non-exercise of the pardoning power
by the President or Governor would not be
immune from judicd review.

Conclusion

The biggest question which could belaid
down againg the conception of Judicid Review
of the power is that, a person pleads for mercy
when dl the doors of judiciary closesfor him, in
that case if Presdent grants pardon on some
mord and humanitarian ground whether in that
caeif judicia review is done then how come a
judiciary would close its eyes from the previous
judgmentswhich it has given right from the lower
courts against the pleader. Itismore or lessclear
that it would revoke the pardon and would revert
back to its find decison. As per my view the
judiciary when given achanceto review apardon
should not go by the legd circumstances but it
should dedl with the mora vaues.

Questions are now arising on severd
clemency decisions given by various US
Presdents Amongst which most of themaregiven
by Bill Clinton. Bill Clinton granted about 395
pardonsduring his presdency amongst which 140
wereissued on hisfind day in hisoffice. It could
be clearly seen that pardon power could be
misused for political expediency. Recently a
House Judiciay Committee which was hearing
into the decision to commute the sentence of
former White House aide |. Lewis “Scooter”
Libby hassad that it would review al the previous
pardon given by various Presidents.

Thus when the President’s absolute
power to grant a pardon can be brought under
judicid review then why cannot the power granted
to Indian President be reviewed. Justice P.N.
Bheagwaeti inNational TextilesWorkersUnion
Vs. P.R.Ramakrishnan sad*“Law cannot stand
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dill; it must change with the changing socid
concepts and vaues. Law congtantly be on the
move adapting itsdlf to the fast-changing society
and not lag behind’. Thus it is the need of the
hour that judiciary should prevail and pardoning
power should be subjected tojudicid review, if it
isdone so thejudiciary would definitey stand up
to the precepts of Rule of Law and naturd justice
without being tempted into the caprice and
expediency of paliticians. If politica expediency
becomes the ground of judtifying adorning the
head of the political executive with the power of
pardonwhichisabsolute, thenwhowill act againgt
or bridle the executive and legidative excesses?
To seethat the Presdent and Council of Minigters
headed by the Prime Minister exercisethispower
with asagecity that isreminiscent of thevenerated
preceptsof Ruleof Law and naturd justice without
being sengtized to the dightest to the vagaries of
politicad whims and caprices the imperatives of
an active judiciary to be dways on guard are
certainly the healthy signs of a matured
democracy. Averse to reviewing this power of
pardon of Presdent impliesshowing ashort shrift
to the unmitigated agony and the orded of the
families of the victims and the society which do
expect an exemplary punishment so that itsmord
foundation is not warped. To bring an end to dll
these controversies what remains the most
pragmatic option is either to abrogate Article 72
or accept the human rights activists demands for
abalition of degth sentence from the condtitution.
The question remains whether we are more
apologetic of the criminals doings and the
punishment there upon than with the agonized and
bereaved families and the society striving for
justiceand the consequences of abalition of capitd
punishment on the mord and ethical foundation
of the society.

Prof. Narottam Gaan and NibeditaAcharya, Department
of Political Science, Utkal University, Vani Vihar,
Bhubaneswar.
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Occupationa Health Hazards and Safety
Management for Industria \Workers

The new technologicd inventionsin present days
have changed the human life and brought a
sgnificant changein the sandard of living of every
individua from princeto parighinthesodiety. Thus
lifewithout technology is highly unthinkablein the
contemporary world and rgpid indudtridizationis
the outcome of such need of the mankind. At the
sametimeindudtridization hasbrought initswake
many problemslikeindusirid accidentsand other
occupationa hedlth related issues of theworkers
working intheindustries. Despite of aplethoraof
legidationsat nationd level? and Internationd level
and various safety mechanisms® and devices are
suggested and standard of work environment are
advised, a many timesit is found that by breach
of safety normsthereisrisein consequencessuch
asaccident, dangerous occurrence, occupational
disease gpart from emergency and disaster in
various industries. Such consequences effect for
about 70 percent of adult men and up to 60
percent of adult women throughout the world,
estimated 40 million adults are findly effected or
losstheir lifeintheindudrid sectort. Suchincidents
create amora pressure among the user of such
goods produced. Now a days the consumersin
advanced countriesarefeding guilty of the matter
that they are enjoying the sweet and blood of the
persons working for their enjoyment. And the
workersareforced towork in an unsafeworking
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condition only for their subsistence. Thisleadsto
agtuation that the red benefit of indudridization
is dthough available to the purchaser but not
reaching to the persons responsible for its
production. Thus, it creates a disparity and
discontentment among the later group. This can
be diminated by taking greater care and better
planning in the managerid leve of the indudtrid
establishments. The present paper is an attempt
to verify the concept of occupationd safety and
health hazards for the industrial workers,
Occupationd Hedlth and Safety Management
Systems provided by international level and
suggests measuresto eliminate accident and other
occupationd hedth related issues.

Occupational safety and health

Occupationa Safety and Hedltt? (OSH)
Is across-disciplinary area concerned with
protecting the safety, hedth and welfare of people
engaged in work or employment. The goal of
occupational safety and hedlth programmesisto
foster a safe and hedthy work environment. As
secondary effects, OSH may also protect co-
workers, family members, employers, cusomers,
suppliers, nearby communities, and other
members of the public who are impacted by the
workplace environment aswell asreduce medical
care, Sck leave and disability benefit costs. OSH
may involve interactions among many subject
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areas, including occupational medicine,
occupational (or industrial) hygiene, public
hedlth, safety engineering / indudtrid engineering,
chemistry, health physics and ergonomics.
The Internationa Labour Organization (ILO) and
the World Health Organization(WHO) have
shared a common definition of occupationa
hedth, i.e. “Occupational hedth should am at:
the promotion and maintenance of the highest
degree of physicd, mentd and socid wdl-being
of workers in dl occupations, the prevention
amongst workers of departures from health
caused by their working conditions; the protection
of workersintheir employment from risksresuiting
from factors adverse to hedth; the placing and
maintenance of the workers in an occupationa
environment adapted to his physiologica and
psychologica cagpabilities, and, to summarize, the
adaptation of work to man and of each man to
hisjob’¢.Themain focusin occupationd hedthis
on three different objectives. (i) the maintenance
and promoation of workers heath and working
capacity; (ii) the improvement of working
environment and work to become conducive to
safety and hedth and (iii) development of work
organizetions and working culturesin adirection
which supports hedlth and safety at work and in
doing so aso promotes a positive socid climate
and smooth operation and may enhance
productivity of the undertakings. The concept of
working cultureisintended in thiscontext to mean
areflection of the essentid vaue systems adopted
by the undertaking concerned. Such a cultureis
reflected in practice in the managerid systems,
personnel policy, principles for participation,
training policies and quality management of the
undertaking.””

Threereasonsfor occupationd safety and
health are (1) Duty of reasonable care;
unacceptability of putting hedth and safety of
people at risk; society’s attitude to moral
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obligations, making the moral case to senior
management.(2) The preventive (enforcement),
punitive (through criminal sanctions), and
compensatory effects of law. (3) Direct and
indirect costs associated with incidents and/or
unhealthy workplaces and their impact on the
organization (includes insured and un-insured
costs).

Hazard the terminology used in OSH
varies between countries, but generaly speaking:
A hazard is something that can cause harm if not
controlled. The outcome is the harm that results
from an uncontrolled hazard. Ariskis a
combination of the probability that a particular
outcome will occur and the severity of the harm
involved. Thus, “Hazard”, “risk” and “ outcome”
are used in other fields to describe e.g.
environmental damage, or damage to equipment.
However, inthe context of OSH, “harm” generdly
describes the direct or indirect degradation,
temporary or permanent, of the physicd, mentd,
or socid well-being of workers.

Occupational Health Hazards

Occupationa hedlth hazards refer to the
potentia risksto hedth and safety for those who
work outside the home. According to the World
Hedlth Organization, this represents about 70
percent of adult men and up to 60 percent of adult
women throughout the world. In addition, an
esimated additiond 40 million adults enter the
global workforce each year®. Of course, the
gpecific occupationa hedth hazardsfaced by this
large and growing number of people depend on
the region and its economic sanding.

However, the following are some of the
maost common occupationd health hazards faced
by workers worldwide. Topping the list of
occupationa hedth hazards internationally are
gructurd failures and mechanicd accidents. This
includes structuresvulnerableto adverse weather
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conditions, moving and/or unprotected parts of
machinery, or generd equipment fallure. These
occupationd hedlth hazards exist fairly equdly in
devel oped and undevel oped countries, regardless
of industry. One of the most common work-
related injuries to occur globally is the
devel opment of muscul oskeletd disorders caused
by heavy lifting and performing tasksthat require
repetitive motions. These occupationa health
hazardsare d so respongblefor themost incidents
of disability daims, whether temporary, long-term,
or permanent. Muscle injuries due to physica
stress most often occur in occupations such as
condruction and farming, while repetitive motion
injuries are mogt often sustained in environments
related to services that typicaly involve heavy
typing and data entry. Also grouped into this
category of occupational heath hazards are
ergonomically poor working conditions and
equipment. Hearing loss is another hazard
encountered by thosewhowork inindustriessuch
as condruction and manufacturing. Infact, hearing
loss ranks with mechanical hazards in terms of
being one of themost common occupationd hedth
hazards in both developed and developing
countries. Typicaly, hearing lossoccursover time
from chronic exposureto noisy machinery without
the useof eermuffsdesigned to protecting hearing.
Even long-term exposure to vibrations can
contributeto hearing loss. Exposureto chemicds
and other biologica agents account for one of
the most common and most harmful of
occupational health hazards that effect severa
industries. The hedth risks from these hazards
include liver damage, cancer, and reproductive
disorders from chronic exposure to pesticides,
heavy metals, and corrosive substances. Hedlth
careworkersare at particular risk for contacting
diseases such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculoss, and
hepatitis B and hepatitis C. Others, such asthose
who work in agriculture, are at increased risk of
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infections caused by fungi and parastes. Other
groups are impacted by a high incidence of skin
and respiratory disorders due to exposure to
dlergens, such as mold, bacteria, and organic
dusts.

Occupational health and safety management
in international level

The International Labour Organization
(ILO) : published a standard ILO-OSH 2001°,
whichisamilar to OHSAS 18001. Thesystemis
based on five steps Policy, Organizing, Planning
& Implementation, Evauation, and Action for
improvement. Thisis supported by auditing with
an emphasis on continuous improvement. The
ILO management system was created to assst
employersto keep pace with rapidly shifting and
competitive indugtria environments. The ILO
recognizesthet nationd legidationisessentid, but
sometimes insufficient on its own to address the
chdlengesfaced by industry, and therefore dected
to ensure free and open distribution of
adminidrative tools in the form of occupationd
hedth and safety management system guidance
for everyone. Thisopen accessforumisintended
to provide the tools for industry to creete safe
and hedlthy working environments and foster
positive safety cultureswithin the organizations.*°

OHSAS 18000 is an international
occupational health and safety management
system specification. It comprises two parts,
18001 and 18002 and embraces a number of
other publications. OHSAS 18000 is the
internationally recognized assessment
specification for occupationa hedth and safety
management systems. It was developed by a
selection of leading trade bodies, international
standards and certification bodies to address a
gap where no third-party certifiable internationa
dandard exigs. This internationally recognized
specification for occupationa hedth and safety
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management system operates on the basis of
policy, planning, implementation and operation,
checking and corrective action, management
review, and continua improvement.

M echanism to identify safety and health
hazards

Hazards, risks, outcomes areinterlinked
and having cause and effect relationship. For
example, repetitively carrying out manual
handling of heavy objects is a hazard. The
outcome could be amusculoskeletd disorder or
an acute back or joint injury. The risk can be
expressed numerically as 0.5 or 50/50 chance of
the outcome occurring during ayear, or inrelaive
terms “high/medium/low”, or with a multi-
dimensond dasdfication scheme like Stuaion-
pecificrisks Thereforefor the safety management
there should be Hazard Assessment and Risk
Assessment before taking any precautions.

Hazar d Assessment

Hazard analysis or hazard assessment is
a process in which individua hazards of the
workplaceareidentified, assessed and controlled/
eliminated as close to source (location of the
hazard) as reasonable and possible. As
technology, resources, social expectation or
regulatory requirements change, hazard andyss
focuses controls more closdly toward the source
of the hazard. Thus hazard control is a dynamic
programme of prevention. Hazard-based
programmes also have the advantage of not
assigning or implying - thereare* acceptable risks’
in the workplace. A hazard-based programme
may not be able to diminate dl risks, but neither
does it accept “satisfactory” — but il risky—
outcomes. And as those who calculate and
managetherisk are usudly managerswhilethose
exposed to the risks are a different group,
workers, a hazard-based approach can by-pass
conflict inherent in a risk-based gpproach.
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Risk assessment

Modern occupationa safety and health
legislation usually demands that arisk
assessment be carried out prior to making an
intervention. It should be kept in mind that risk
management requiresrisk to bemanaged toaleve
which is as low as is reasonably practical.
Thereforethe assessment should beto— 1.1 dentify
the hazards, 2.Identify all affected by the hazard;
3.Evduate the risk and 4. Identify and prioritize
appropriate control measures.

The cdculation of risk is based on the
likelihood or probability of theharmbeing redized
and the severity of the consequences. This can
be expressed mathematically as a quantitative
assessment (by assgning low, medium and high
likelihood and severity with integers and
multiplying them to obtain arisk factor), or
qualitatively asadescription of the circumstances
by which the harm could arise.

The assessment should be recorded and
reviewed periodically whenever there is a
significant change to work practices. The
assessment should include practical
recommendations to control the risk. Once
recommended controlsareimplemented, therisk
should bere-cd culated to determineof it hasbeen
lowered to an acceptable level. Generally
gpesking, newly introduced controlsshould lower
rik by one levd, i.e, from high to medium or
from medium to low. Thus the risk of the
occupationd hedth hazard can be controlled if
cannot be zeroed by a sincere and effective
managerial effort for the hazard and risk
management, but it is found for various reasons
the management of theindudtria unit arenat taking
effective measure to curb the potentid risk areas
causng danger to the workmen . Further the
Government isa so not ensuring that theindustries
are maintained the safety normsand sandardsas

per law.
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Conclusion

Occupationa hedth and safety now has
animpact on every worker, in every work place,
and those charged with managing hedlth and sfety
are having more and more tasks added to their
portfolio. The most Sgnificant responghility is
environmental protection. The skills required to
manage occupational health and safety are
compatiblewith environmenta protection, which
is why these respongbilities are so often bolted
onto theworkplace hedth and safety professond.

On an internationa scale, the World
Hedth Organization (WHO) and the Internationd
Labour Organization (ILO) have begun focusing
atention on thelabour environmentsin deve oping
nations with projects such as Healthy
Cities** This focus is well-placed, as many
developing countries are caught in atrap: They
have fewer resources to invest in OSH, yet
because of this, they must also suffer from
increased costs of work-related illnesses and
accidents.

Suggestions: -

To overcome from such aposition every
factory or establishment should make a safety
audit of thefactory’ ssafety and hedth sysemand
formulatean action plan to eiminate accident and
other occupationa hedth related issues. Thiscan
be done by:-

Making internd safety audit and externd
safety audit at aregular interva preferably
oncein ayeda.

Veify the compliance of sandards with
the prescribed standards.

Identify plant conditions and operating
procedures that could lead to accidents.

Maintenance of plant and operating
system that can cause accident.
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Educating the personnel working in
hazardous area about the prospective
hazards and about the safety mechanisms

that can help them in dangerous Situation.

Such steps can be hdpful to mitigate- the
number of accidents.

The safety Audit system should aso be
concerned about the fallowing things to mitigate
occupationa hedth hazard:-

Concerned about the products, by
products, theraw materialsused and the
chemicals used in the factory or
establishment and its effect on the work
environment.

Thetypeof occupationd hedth problems
faced by the workers of the
establishment.

The amount of heat and toxic materias
emitted by the establishment.

| dentify the areas potentia of occupationd
diseases.

A regular Heath check-up of theworking
persons for the occupational diseases.

Findly it can be stated that the Sincerity
in the managerid level of the indudtries to take
effective seps to mitigate the hedth hazards of
the workmen can definitely be helpful to curb the
occupationd hedth hazard among the workmen
and they aso can enjoy the indudtridization.

A 2007 Factsheet from the Eur opean Agency
for Safety and Health at Worksites:

Countries with less developed OSH
systemns spend a far higher percentage of GDP
on work-related injury and illness — taking
resources away from more productive activities.
[...] The ILO estimates that work-related illness
and accidents cost up to 10 % of GDPin Latin
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America, compared with just 2.6 % t0 3.8 % in 9.

the EU. 10.
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Cirrhosis of Liver

Liver n human body is said to be a chemica
laboratory, which performs many important
functions, like production of bile, cholesterol and
numerous enzymes aong with gorage of vitamins
and minerds. It aso destroys harmful substances
and detoxifies drugs chemicals and toxins from
bacterial infections. Many of the metabolic
functions of the body occur primarily in the liver
including the metabolism of cholesterol and the
converson of proteins and fatsinto glucose.

Cirrhogis of liver is characterized by a
sgnificantlossof cdls. Itisoneof themost serious
hepatic diseases in which the liver gradually
contracts in size becoming hard and lethargic.
Subsequently, the liver becomesvirtualy unfit for
the biochemical functionsand degenerates|eading
to liver falure and desth.

Symptoms : Many people with mild Cirrhoss
have no symptoms and appear to be well for
years. However, in the early stage, it is marked
by weakness, poor appetite, weight loss and
frequent attacks of gas and indigestion, with
occasond vomiting. Manutrition normaly results
from apoor appetite and theimpaired absorption
of fats and fat soluble vitamins caused by the
reduced production of bilesdts. In the advanced
stage, the patient developsalow gradefever, foul
breeth, jaundiced skin and distended veinsin the
abdomen. Reddish hair like markings, resembling
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small spiders, may appear ontheface, neck, ams
and trunk. The abdomen becomes bloated, the
mind gets clouded and threre may be considerable
bleeding from the ssomach. Occasiondly, the
person may cough up or vomit large amounts of
blood. High blood pressure is often associated
with the disease. In some cases, kidney may aso
fal. Duetoimproper functioning of theliver, toxins
build up in the blood, which can hurt the brain
too. Peoplewith Cirrhossaredso morelikely to
et liver cancer.

Causes: Almogt any chronic liver disease can
lead to Cirrhosis. Excessve use of dcohol over a
long period isthe most potent cause of Cirrhodis
of theliver. Poor nutrition can be ancther causttive
factor inthe development of Cirrhod's, particularly
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among the children. Other causesof Cirrhosisare
excessve intake of highly seasoned food, toxins,
metabolic deposits, habitua taking of quinine for
aprolonged periodintropical climate, prolonged
drug treatments, infection and diabetes. It may
aso result from a highly toxic condition of the
sysemingenerd. Infact anything that continually
overburdensthe liver cdlsand leadsto their find
break down can be a contributing cause of
Cirrhogis.

Remedies : Cirrhogs of the liver isirreversble
but treatment of the underlying disease can stop
the progresson. Termination of alcohal intake is
a must of it. Similarly, discontinuation of
hepatotoxic drugs or remova of environmenta
toxins will stop progression. Chronic acohol
abusers often need treatment with vitamins,
especidly thiamin, to correct the deficienciesthat
may have resulted from chronic acohol abuse.
The treetment of Cirrhog's includes withdrawing
toxic agents such as acohol, recelving proper
nutrition including supplement vitamins, and
treating complications as they arise. Liver
transplantation may hel p aperson with advanced
Cirrhosis.

Proper diet and vitamin B complex are
conddered essentia for regenerating liver cdls.
Inthe early stages of Cirrhogis, adiet richin high
quality proteinisnecessary. The best proteinsfor
liver patients are obtained from goat’s milk,
homemade cottage cheese, sprouted seeds and
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grains and raw nuts, especially almonds.
V egetables such as beets, squashes, bitter gourd,
tomato, carrot, radish and papayaare aso useful
in this condition with spinach juice or cucumber
and beet juice, has been found beneficid in the
trestment of Cirrhodis of liver. Fats should be
restricted as their excessive intake may mar the
patient’s appetite and lead to gastro intestinal
disturbances. Inthelater sage of thedisease, high
protein intake should be curtailed because of
possble proteinintoxication. Here, thediet should
be rich in carbohydrates and intake of protein
should be kept to the minimum to prevent protein
defidency.

The use of sdt should be redtricted. The
patient should aso avoid dl chemicd additivesin
food. The morning dry friction bath should form
aregular dally festure of the treatment. Fresh air
and sunbaths are dso beneficid. The black seeds
of papaya have been found beneficid in the
treatment of Cirrhosis of the liver, caused by
dooholism and manutrition. The liver cdls have
amazing regenerdtive power and al possiblesteps
are necessary to enhance and stimulate this power
through natura methods.

Dr. Umesh Chandra Patra, Prof. & H.O.D., Department
of Hepatology, S.C.B.M., Cuttack.
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Sufficing Neutraceutical Rich Multipurpose
Leafy Vegetable on Earth : Moringa

P. Saha, R. C. Jena, B. Sahoo, K. Sahoo and A. Lenka

Plants are gifts of God described mainly
asgrains, fruitsand vegetablesform mankind's
basi c foodstuffs, and have been domesticated for
millennia. Leafy vegetables, also called

potherbs, greens, vegetable greens, leafy
greensor salad greens, are plant leaves eaten as
avegetable. Nearly one thousand species
of plantswith edible leaves are known. Thelegfy
vegetables are said to tone up the energy and
vigour in human being. Though leafy vegetables
arelowincaoriesand fat but highin dietary fibre,
iron, Phosphorous calcium and magnesium
content and very high in phytochemicals such
asvitamin (A, B, C, K), carotenoids, lutein,

folate, magnesium. It has been found that the
person who consumesless amount of vegetables
suffer from manutrition, which in turn hampers
theimmune system. Severd chemica compounds
from leafy vegetables having therapeutic effect
againgt severd allments have been identified,
epecidly antioxidants and bioflavonoid which
protect the body from free radicals. It could
potentidly prevent chronic disease due to ther
antioxidant content. But, broadly reporting leafy
vegetables should form a regular component in
our day to day diet to suffice the vita protective
nutrients that are required for hedthy living. In
India, leafy vegetables are greetly preferred by
the countrymen, either cooked to different
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ddlicaciesor sometimesadorn thetableintheform
of fresh sdlads. L eaf vegetables most often come
from short-lived herbaceous plants (lettuce
and spinach). Woody plantswhoseleavescan be
eaten as leaf vegetables include Moringa,
Adansonia, Aralia, Morus, and Toona species.

Sgana or ‘miracle treg, is one of the
most popular trees in the villages of India is an
important member of thefamily Moringaceae ad
belongsto genusMoringa. Thename* Moringa’
derived from the Tamil word murunggai or the
Malayalam word muringa. The family
Moringaceae includes near about 13 speciesbut
among them Moringa oleifera Lam.,
amultipurpose tree native to the foothills of
the Himalayasin northwestern Indiais the most
popularly cultivated one. It is believed to have
originated in the semi-arid habitats from North
Africato Southeast Asa(Mabberley et d 1997).
It is commonly found from sea level 101,400 m
on recent dluvia land or near riverbeds and
dreams. It grows at elevations from sealeve to
1400 m. Due to high water content and fibre, it
aids in digestion and utilization of more
concentrated food in human diet. Ample of the
plant is edible by humans or by farm animals,
besides |leaves, the flowers of sajana are also
very tadty. It is an indigenous vegetable, gained
its importance due to neutraceutica vaue and is
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Fig. 1 Comparison of nutrient content of moringa
leaf with other foods (Source: moringa.yolasite.com)

considered as indispensable plant for health
management. The leaves demonstrated all
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essential amino acids (Table 1) and are rich
inprotein, vitamin A, vitamin B, vitamin C and
minerads (Janick et a 2008).

Researchersa the Asan Vegetable Research and
Development Center (AVRDC) demonstrated
that leaves of Moringa species contained high
levels of nutrients and antioxidants. They dso
observed that boiled moringa leaves or leaf
powder provided at least three times more bio-
available iron than raw leaves. Boiling aso
enhanced antioxidant activity of the leaves.
Experiments at the University of Baroda, India
demondrated that cooking leaves with oil helps
retain beta.carotene and enhancesthe conversion
of beta carotene to vitamin A in our body.

Table 1: Neutraceutical value of Moringa on different tissues

Plant Parts Neutraceutical significance

Leaves Rich in protein (arginine: 0.38 g; higtidine: 0.14; lysine; 0.32; tyrosine: 0.10g;
phenylaanine 0.29g; methionine: 0.11; cysteine: 0.13; threonine: 0.25; leucine: 0.46;
isoleucine: 0.28 and valine: 0.35.), carotene, iron and ascorbic acid.contain
magnesium: 24 mg; potassum: 259 mg;

Flower Copper: 0.62mg; sulphur: 137 mg; chlorine: 423 mg; oxdic acid : 101 mg ; and
phytin P.44mg, lysneisfound in the flowers,

Pods Richinamino acid (danine, arginine, glycine, sering, threonine, vaine, glutamic acid
and aspartic acid ) and lysine. Sucrose dso occursin the fruit.

Seed benzylisothiocyanate derivative and benzoisothiocyanate

Stem hydroxymelein, vanillin, octacosanoic acid, beta-Stosterol and betasitostenone,
reported for the first time from a plant species

Stem Bark white crystdline dkaoid, two resns, an inorganic acid and mucilage (gum)

Root Anthomine and pterygospermine (an antibiotic). The root yidds a very pungent
essentid oil, which is offensve in odour.

Root bark moringinine and spirochine aong with benzylamine and glucotropacoline
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The seeds of sajana fruits can be used like green
pessin different places. Ancient Indian literature
makes mention of Moringa asan interesting plant
dueto itswidespread usein agriculture, medicine
and industry. India is the largest producer of
Moringa with an annua production varies from
1.1 to 1.3 million tonnes of tender fruits from an
area of 38,000 ha. Among the states, Andhra
Pradesh leads in both area and production
(15,665 ha) followed by Karnataka (10,280 ha)
and Tamil Nadu (7,408 ha). Tamil Nadu is the
pioneering state and it has varied genotypesfrom
diversified geographical areas, as well as
introductions from Sri Lanka. (Sing, 2011)

Fig. 2. Moringatree, A) Full grown moringa
Uses of Moringa
The Moringa tree has probably been the most

popular plant in ECHO’s seed bank of
underutilized tropica crops. It affords extreme
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Fig. 2. Moringatree, B) Fruit and
Flower bearingmoringa

nourishment to the human bodly. It gppearsto have
a tremendous potentid for improvement of the
humans in particular and the society in generd.
Besdesthe leaves and containing an edible fruit,
this tree has many everyday uses. The seed
extracted oilsare a0 used asubricant inthewatch
and computer manufacturing industry. India’s
ayurvedic medicine uses every part of the
Moringa tree and congders it one of the most
vauableand ussful plants. Around theworld every
part of thistree has been used effectively againgt
varying allments. Its uses are as unique as the
names it is known by, such as clarifier tree,
horseradish tree and drumstick tree (referring to
the large drumstick shaped pods) and in East
Africait is cdled “mother’s best friend”’. There
areliterdly hundreds of usesfor thistree.

1. Dietary use: It is an important vegetable
crop and thewhole plant of Moringa can beused
to serve the mankind in severd ways.

Table 2: Dietary value of Moringa

Part Dietary use

Eaten asfresh, cooked and
stored as dried powder for
many months without

Leaves and foliage
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refrigeration and without
loss of nutritiona value.

Fowers and pods
Seeds

Excdlent vegetable.

Used as green peas and
extraction of oil form seeds
isvery equd tooliveoil and
this can be used to cook a
variety of dishes.

2. Pharmaceutical use: Medicinal
property of Moringa is a wel-known fact.The
stem bark, root bark, fruit, flowers, leaves, seeds
and gum are dl economicdly viable partswiddy
used in Indian folk medicine. It is a vital
component in Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and
Indian medicine systems. Researchers based on
the phytochemical studies demonstrated the
variouspartsof theplant arevery effective aganst
hypertension and high cholesterol. Theleavesact
as perfect tonic for strengthening maintenance of
skeletd system, purification of bloodstream in our
body and aso very important role in periods of
pregnancy, post-delivery complications and
lactation, while its antibacterid, antifungad and
antioxidant properties are dready well known to
practitioners of both traditional and modern
medicine.
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Table 3: Pharmaceutical properties of
Moringa on different plant parts

Part Phar macological properties

Leaves Anti-ulcer, hyperthyroidism,
anti-diabetic, hypolipidemic,
anti-helminthic, anti-oxidant,
hypo-cholesterolemic,

hepatoprotective, antifungal,

antibacterial, nutritional
supplement etc.

Foliage L actation enhancer

Flowers Anti-arthritic

Pods and seeds Hypotensive

Seeds Analgesic, anti-spasmodic,
diuretic, anti-allergic, anti-
becterid, larvicidd, anti-vira

Seed kernels  Anti-asthmatic,anti-
inflammeatory

Bark Anti-urodlithiatic

Root Analgesic, anti-convulsive,
anti- nociceptive, anti-
inflammetory, anti-cancer, Anti-
urolithiatic

Table 4. Some very beneficial Moringa based commer cial health care product

Product Company Details
Moringa zingaolefera American Moringa leaf Cgpsule  Purelesf powder capsuleswithout
Company filters

Moringa pharm - Organic Moringa leaf capsules.
Energy and hedth supplement

Moringa capsules - Energy and hedth supplement

Moringa seeds Veg India Exports Seed cakes (for water purification)

Moringa leaf powder Moringa Export Energy and hedth supplement
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Moringa fruit powder
Moringa capsules
Moringa dry leaves

Moringa Tea
Moringa Tea Loca Product
Miracle malunggay Loca Product

Poogamongamoringa energy Loca Product
capaule
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Nourishing beverage
100% pure Moringa leaf. Food

Supplement
Energy and health supplement

Poogamongamoringa Tea  Loca Product Nourishing beverage

Poogamonga ( hedth drink)  Loca Product Hedth drink

ZijaSmart drink Loca Product Mixture of pomegranate: Moringa
: doe hedth drink

3. Cosmetic use: Sajana seeds are  Table5: Dosage of the coagulant

immensely vauable in the cosmetic industry.
Moringaoil isamong the most desired ailsin the
formulation of skin care products (Soap), anti-
aging and wrinkle reduction products,
increase the hedth and strength of the hair and
scalp and cosmetics. Besidesthis, the ail contains
38-40% colourlessand an odourlessnon-volatile
substance that is never perishable and therefore
it is very beneficid for production of expendve
and natura perfumes and fragrances.

4, Organic water purifier: The cake
obtained after extracting the oil from the seed is

used as the organic water purifier in the pond,

well and in different water bodies as a
complementary to Aluminium, sulphate or dum

used asaconventiona chemica coagulant. It can
be aso used for the purification of vegetable ail,

depositing juice (Sugarcane) and beer. Thedoses
required for water trestment did not exceed 250

mg/l (Teble5).

76

Raw water turbidity NTU Doserange mg/l
<50 10-50

50-150 30-100

>150 50-200

5. Agricultural use: Researchers at

Proyecto BIOMASA, an agricultura research
programme located in Nicaragua, demongtrated
that Moringa can be used as a foliar spray to
increase plant growth and as a green manure to
improve soil fertility. They aso observed that leaf
extract containsaplant growth hormone, lesf juice
soray effectively increasing yields by 25-30 %
for nearly any crop: onions, bell pepper, soya,
maize, sorghum, coffee, tea, chili, melon etc.

Package of practicesfor Moringa cultivation

Moringa isfast growing, drought tolerant
and easly adapted to varied ecosystems and
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farming systems. There are two types of sajana
(Annual and Perennial) available in Indian
continent.

Soil: For the cultivation of thisvegetable, it does
not requirewdll fertilized soil, 0 it hasthe potentid
to be grown in the dry areas of Odisha like
Rayagada, Jeypore, Sunabeda etc. It can be
growninawiderangeof il and dimetic condition
except heavy dlay soil.

Propagation: It is propagated either by stem
cuttings (limb cutting) or by seed. In perennid
types, limb cuttings 100-150cm in length with a
diameter of 14-16 cm are planted in situ during
the rainy season. For annua crops the seedlings
areraised from the seed in the polythenewhichis
helpful for better crop stand and aso thereisa
provison for gep filling in the main fidd if the
seedlings die due to any unforeseen reason.

Seed treatment: Treatment of the seeds with
Azospirillum cultures at therate of 100 g per 625
g of seeds before sowing resulted in early
germination, and increased seedling vigour, growth
andyidd.

Seed percentage: The seed requirement per
hectare is 625g. When planted in single rows
aong with irrigation channels, agpacing of 2miis
ufficient.

Planting: Inthe mainfieldisdugged with 60x60
cm pit which isfilled with FY M and soil and then
the sdlected cutting of the stem or the seedlings
are planted. For the perennia crop the plant to
plant distance will be 4.5m and the row to row
distance will be 3.0 m. While planting, one-third
of the cutting should be kept ingdethe pit. Under
moderate clay Stuations, watering should be done
just to optimum levels to avoid root rot. For the
annuasspacingwill bemaintained 2.5%2.5m. One
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month before planting, each pit should be filled
with 10 kg FY' M, 100g urea, 100 g SSP and 50
g MOP and &fter one and haf month after planting
application of 100 g additiona urea in each pit
helps in increasing both crop growth and
production, giving a plant population of 1600
plants’ha. In addition to that fertilisers should be
applied at the time of pinching (75 days after
sowing) at the rate of 44 : 16 : 30 g NPK/ tree
and Nitrogen @ 44g / tree must be applied as
top dressing at first flowering (150-160 daysafter
sowing) stage (Suthanrgpandian et al.,1989).

Plant population: It may vary with the spacing,
but generdly plant population of 1600 plantsha
issuitable if sandard spacing is followed.

Season: Thelimb cuttings are planted in the pits
during themonths of Juneto August. Themonsoon
rains during the period facilitate easy rooting and
further growth. The seeds of annud moringa may
bedirectly dibbledin the pit to ensure accelerated
and fagter growth of the seedlings. The best suited
season for sowing the seedsis September under
Southern Indian conditions. The time of sowing
hasto be gtrictly adhered to because theflowering
phase should not coincide with monsoon seasons,
which results in heavy flower shedding.

Irrigation: Growing moringa plants may not
require watering except during hot weether when
they may be irrigated once a week. Annua
moringa respondswadll toirrigation and theyield
can be doubled (vegetable moringafruit) by drip
irrigation as compared to rain-fed crops, Drip
irrigation at therate of 4 lit/day can enhanceyidds
by 57 per cent as compared to rain-fed crop
(Rgakrishnamoorthy et al., 1994).

After care: Pinching and earthing up arethetwo
practices which should be followed for sajana.
Finching the termind bud on the central leader
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semisnecessary when it etainsaheight of 75cm
(two months after sowing). Thiswill promotethe
growth of many lateral branches and reduce the
height of the tree. In addition, pinching also
reducesthe damage dueto heavy wind and makes
harvesting much eesier. Vijayakumar et al . (2000)
It is found that early pinching of growing tips
carried out 60 days after sowing is better than
pinching 90 days after sowing for obtaining a
higher yidld. Sometimes, dueto heavy rain or wind
there is a possbility of breaking the tree s,
earthing up of the soil at the base of the tree is
useful to give it the strength. Vijayakumar et al.
(2000) reported that Spraying of GA, @ 20 ppm
on 90th day of sowing increased dl the pod
characters, such aslength, specific gravity, number
of seeds, flesh content and pulp, more than
untreated check.

Yied and Production: Generdly, Sx to nine
months after planting flowering sarted and there
are some varietieswhich give production for two
to three times but this kind of varieties are not
popularly cultivated in Odisha. For perennia
crops, fruits yields are generdly low during the
firgt two years (80-90fruit/year), but from thethird
year onwardsasingletreeyiddincreasegradudly
500-600 fruit/tree/ year up to the fourth and fifth
years. The pods are harvested mainly between
March and June. A second crop is normally
harvested from September to October.

Post-harvest care: After harvesting the plant
cropiscut kegping 1.5-2m from the soil then from
that cut portion new branches come out that bear
flowers and fruits. Inannud moringa, when the
harvest isin, thetrees are cut down to aheight of
onemetre above ground levd for ratooning. These
ratoon plants develop new shoots and start
bearing four or five months after ratooning. Three
ratooning operationsarerecommended during the
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production cydle, after each harvestisover. During
each ratooning operation, the plants are supplied
with the recommended level of N, P and K
nutrientsaong with 20-35 kg of FYM. Perennid
types are dso pollarded back to aheight of 0.3-
0.45m from ground level during October
November, followed by manuring with organic
matter (25kg) and the recommended input of
fertilizers.

Ecotype and Cultivar: Atlesst 20 commercidly
cultivable varieties of Moringa are available
throughout India. Tamil Nadu Agricultural
University have succeeded in developing two
promising, highyielding, annua seed- propagated
Moringa types PKM-1 (Selection) and PKM-
2(MP31 X MP28), Dhanrg (dwarf type) which
has revolutionised the Moringa indudry in the
country.

KAU released one drumstick variety
named Anupama. Besdesthat, somehigh-yielding
land races are d o cultivated in Tamil Nadu and
AndhraPradesh namey JaffnaMe anor, Saragva,
Chavakacheri, Chemmurungai, Pd Murunga,
PunaMurungal, Kodaikal Murungal and Saragvi
etc.( mainly identified by the farmer’s in a
particular region) but whether these varietiesare
auitable in Odisha condition or not need to be
further studied. Some varieties namely, KM 1,
GKVK 1,2,3, KDM 1, Konkan Ruchira, Rohit
1 areknown to be devel oped by the public sector,
In India, more than 60,000 farmers are engaged
in commercid cultivation of Moringa asit is a
highly remunerative crop. Thesmd| faamersget a
handsome amount of benefit from Moringa
cultivation. Though severd varieties are present
in India but cultivation, improvement and
outstanding new varietal production found in
Odishaisinadequate. In Odishaonly PKM 1 and
PKM 2 is cultivated predominantly.
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Cogt of cultivation: Plant densty 1,600 plant/
ha

1st year cost of cultivation — Rs. 1,03,200=00
2" year cost of cultivation — Rs. 96,900=00
3 year cost of cultivation — Rs. 95,000=00
Yiddin 1t year 10 kg/plant i.e 16,000 kg/ha
Yiddin 2" year15kg/plant i.e 24,000 kg/ha
Yiddin 39 year 15 kg/plant i.e 24,000 kg/ha

Incomein 1%t year@ Rs.35=00/kg i.e 5,60,000
(Net benefit = Rs. 4,56,800)

Incomein 2 year@ Rs.35=00/kg i.e 8,40,000
(Net benefit = Rs. 7,43,100)

Incomein 3¢ year@ Rs.35=00/kg i.e 8,40,000
(Net benefit = Rs. 7,45,100)

Diseases and Pest: The main reason for which
the people does not like to keep sajana in their
kitchen garden is due to the attack of most
important pest i.e. caterpillar. This insect is the
voracious feeder of the bark and leaves that
damage the plant interndly and the insects are
seen throughout the dwelling. Moreover, due to
the attack of stem borer Diaxenopsis
apomecynoi des sometimesit reducesthe normd
growth of the fruits as well as the market price.
Deveoping fruits are damaged by the fruit fly
Gitona distigmata. The budworm Noordia
moringae and the scale insectsDiaspidotus sp.,
Aphis craccibora and Ceroplastode cajani.

No major disease in India has been
reported as affecting the economies of the crop.
However, in severely waterlogged condition
Diplodia root rot and damping off can occur, from
annud Moringa a the seedling stages. A new
disease has been reported from Maharastra
caused by Drechdera haraiiensis where the
maturity Pods showed extensiverot. Thedisease
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symptoms are observed al over the surface of
the pods, more congpicuoudy a the sigmatic end
aswdl ason green pods. Recently researchers
reported anew wilt disease caused by Fusarium
oxysporum fsp moringae.

Problems encounters for large scale
cultivation:

Unavailability of suitable high-yidding varigty
under Odisha condition.

- Farmers do not pay due attention to this
remunerative crop due to their ignorance
which ultimately leads reduction in the yield.

- Useof unsuitable pruning methodsfor ratoon
Crop management.

- Thecommerda croprequiresirrigationduring
summer and windy seasons when the water
tableisa itslowes.

- Thereisno such gppropriate control measure
available to combat fruit fly and caterpillar
attacks.

- Packing systemsare poor (uncovered bundles
or in gunnies).

- Lack of co-operative marketing systems.

- Seasonal glut necessitates cold storage
fadlities

Future Scope of cultivation for thesmall and
marginal farmers

- It doesnot require much attention and labour,
only the family members can ded with the
various operations as time requires.

- It can be cultivated with the suitable
intercropping dong with the other vegetable
crops.

- Moringa requires minimum amount of
manures and fertilizers as well as irrigation
fedilitiesfor its commercid cultivation.
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- If andl faamerscultivateMoringa inlessthan
one hectare of land, then their produce can
easly be marketed in local market with a
profitable price asit dways has amedium to
high demand depending upon the festivad or
occasion.

- Asadl the parts of sajana can be used in
different purpose, so famers can fetch some
extramoney by sdlling the products other than
the fruits.

- Pruned materids can be effectively recycled
for supplying pulp and paper indudtries, which
isan additiond advantage for small farmers.

- It also provides a good alternative of
protectivefoodsfor the poor farmersand their
family.

Though India harbours a lot varietal
wealth but unfortunately, information on
exhaustive research mainly based on
conservation, cultivation, improvement and
outstanding new varietd production found not only
in India but dso in Odisha is inadequate. The
present report is, therefore, emphasized mainly
on the tremendous potential for improvement of
the human beings in particular and the society in
generd, easy cultivation and handsome benefits
to initiate more cultivation. Moringa, having a
good potentid to be cultivated throughout Odisha,
particularly in the dry land areawhere thereis a
scarcity of water, it can be grown successfully.
Here, we have discussed about the cultivation
aspect and its different uses and focused on its
potentia to grow as aremunerative by the smal
and margina farmers. During our sudy, we have
concentrated on the problems that farmers face
for its commercid cultivation that has been dso
pointed out in this article. These problems can
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only be overcome by the sincere effort of the
scientigsand the active farmersaswell, and then
only “Sgana’ will become popular tothefarmers
and its commercid cultivation will get its unpad
attention.
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Tragedy of Trafficking in Odia\Women

Y e ancther haf an hour for thebusto arrive. The
village is in its dawn dumber. The people those
have to go to the town gather a the village end

busgtop. Thisistheonly busgoing totown. Amari,

ayoung girl of twenty isadso waiting the bus. She
is the third daughter, out of five daughters of a
drunkard father and adaily labourer mother. She
is the daughter of this dust, but other three girls
waiting with her are from nearby villages. All are
ready for the same degtination. Along with other
people, two middle aged men are walking
restlesdy inadistance. Both aretaking with each
other that, after thisbusjourney they haveto take
another busfor Bhubaneswar and from there, they
cantrave by train. Everything isto be done very
secretly and carefully. Amari's grandmother,

mother and few neighbouring shlingsare tanding
and sobbing slently by pressing clothes on own
mouths. They aregaring Amari with tear brimming
eyes. The solitude is speaking only ! The
amosphere is warm like a brida farewdl. But

Amari isslent, peechlessaswell astearless.

The bus gpproaches. The grandmother
brust out into crying ... 'Y ou may or mayn't return,
but | am sure no more| can seeyou!" Amari for
thelast timelooked at her grandmother'sfaceand
closed her eyes. The bus starts moving.

Amari ismarried ?

Mamatarani Subudhi

Amari issold out ?
Amari istrafficked !

Thisistheusud story of many of the poor
girlsof Odisha In Technicd language, thisiscdled
women trafficking. For last twenty years, thishas
become a trend and near about 48 thousand
women are being trafficked in last ten yearsfrom
rural Odisha. Y oung girlsor women arebeing sent
away from their floraand faunato an dien place
in search of livelihood. An Odia synonym of
daughter is'Duhita - which means, agirl isgood
for both Sdes parentd and in-lawssde. But today
agirl istreated asacurse. Shehasno placeinthe
society, if she hails from a poor, uneducated
background. Normdly, thewomen from poor and
backward socid hierarchy are more vulnerable
to thistrend. Our rich cultura heritage advocates
that where women are worshipped there resides
the God. Women are considered as honour of
society and Lakshmi of family. She cradles the
generation indde her womb. Thus woman is a
carier of culture. Then why thisinsulting business
of women likecattle ? The answer ismany faced.

The causes of women trafficking is deep
rooted. Firgtly, the socio-economic condition of
our society is respongble for thisinhuman trend.
Poverty makes man hdpless. As a hungry man
can do anything, likewise a poor man can
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compromise with his conscience. The poorness
has amulti-dimension effect. No parent wantsto
send away own daughter in pleasure; because our
socid system issuch that, children are considered
asold age asset of parents. The sons are treated
as essentid and immediate as in old age parents
stay with sons. But daughters are considered as
elegant and emotiona asset because, daughters
become more caring and sympathetic towards
own parents than the son and daughter-in-law.
But the cruel hand of poverty forcesthemto send
the daughter with trafficker. The second, but most
immediate cause of trafficking is dowry system
of our society. It is the socia respongbility of
parents to do the daughter's marriage. But the
cancer like dowry system has crippled them.
Neither the poor parentsdareto afford the dowry
market and buy abride-groom nor they can keep
the daughter & home. Thus marriage becomes a
mirage for a poor girl ! Our society consder an
unmarried daughter a family's falure, a sigma.
So the family becomes blamed and tries to get
rid of the daughter as soon as possible. Old
people say that, daughers are like ‘'ghee, if kept
for along day would spoil and dink ! So the parent
of a daughter is dmost compelled to marry the
daughter wherever possible, but if that is not
possiblethen send her with traffickers Thusfamily
men save their socia postion. And afterward, if
any wrong happens, they would say, it was the
girl'sluck !

And thirdly, the mostly practica cause of
thistrend isthe lack of knowledge or awareness.
These victims of trafficking are not educated or
exposed to diffeent developmenta programmes
of the government. Today, the government is
shielding a girl from her mother's womb as a
femdefoetusup to her full flourished womanhood.
But the rural uneducated women are not aware
of these facilities and become easy prey to
traffickers. Such girls only dream of marriage as
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anend of life, if it couldn't be materiaized for any
reason, they fed frustrated and assume own sdif
asadry leaf beforethefortuneswest wind. They
losether firmness, determination. Inthemeantime,
thevillage level broker of thistrafficking network
meets the girl's parent and gives hope of
employment and marriage. The worried but
innocent parents agree with the proposa asthey
assume it as aray of hope. By accepting these
offers they can safeguard their socid image and
leave the daughter in hand of her destiny. The
broker gives somemoney in advance and assures
alump sum amount on departure. Thusthefamily
is scapegoated and a girl's fate isfindized. Then
adate is fixed, the broker comes, pays the rest
amount of money and takes the girl like the
bridegroom never to return.

Once the woman leaves her ndive, she
IS under the captivity of the broker. The woman
loses her identity and like a puppet she goes on
obeying the broker. No more she is treated as
human being. Like daves, sheissold out to other
brokers. In Odisha, mostly women aretrafficked
to Uttar Pradesh, Jhans, Mumba and Delhi.

The fields of work of these women are
not equa. They are employed in different fidds
of life. Ther future is determined by the type of
broker who entraps them. The broker and their
network will determine how and where they will
be employed. In context of their fidd of work
these women can be divided into different
categories. Firdly, the mogt painful and pathetic
of dl isthe work of sex-workers. As we know
that, those smple and smpering women of rura
background comefor employment. They arenot
exposed to thejob of sex-worker. They think this
is an immord job. While entering into this job,
they die mentally and spiritudly many times. To
prepare them as sex workers, they are sexualy
exploited by middlemen ontheway. Asthey have
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no way to return, no other choiceto protect own
sdf, they unwillingly and forcefully enter into this
heinous job. Sex trafficking victims are generdly
found in dire consequences. They lead a nasty
humiliating life. They become prodtitutes- redizing
the society's sexua urges. Sometimes after few
years these women are seen affected by deadly
AIDS and die adog's degth.

The second category is the women who
aretrafficked for forced marriage purpose. There
are some placeswheregirl child ratio isdeclining
in comparison to boys because of girl child
foecticide. In some cases, the marriage becomes
a peculiar marriage. The man whom the woman
marriages, sometimes have hisown full flourished
families. But they marry the trafficking woman as
a guard-cum-servant of their framings. Because
they think, wivesare cheagper than servants. Again
in some cases, the man who marriesisaninactive
or disabled person who is not able to support
own sdf. So he marrieswoman who will earn for
him. And thethird category isthework of house-
keeper or maid servants. These group of women
work in rich people's houses and stay asadave
inmodern age. Sometimes, thesewomen are prey
to sexud violence or domegtic violence. After dll
whatever they do, dmost none of them able to
return to own naive. These trafficking girls or
women are sometimes used by human organ
transplantation racket. But mostly young boysare
preferred for this purpose than girls. And some
times they are used for cross border narcotic
business.

Trafficking of human being is not a new
thing. It isan offence againg humanity. Thisisthe
trade of people for the purpose of reproductive
davery, commercia sexud exploitation, forced
labourer or a modern day form slavery as
Wikipedia. The free Encyclopedia says, "The
United Nations Office on Drug and Crime
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(UNODC) explainsthisasHuman traffickingisa
Crime againgt humanity. It involves an act of
recruiting, trangporting, transferring, harbouring or
recelving aperson through useof force, coercion
or other means, for the purpose of exploiting them.
Every year thousand of men, women and children
fal into the hands of traffickers in their own
countriesand abroad. Every country intheworld
is affected by trafficking, whether as a country
againg trangit or destination for victims, UNODC
as guardian of the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime
(UNTOC) and the protocols thereto, assists
dates in their efforts to implement the 'Protocol
to prevent' suppress and punish Trafficking in
persons especidly women and children trafficking
in persons protocol. Thiswas adopted by 'United
Nations in Paermo, Itay in 2000 and there an
international legal agreement attached to the
United Nations" Convention againg Transnationd
Organized Crime'. Thetrafficking protocol isone
of the three protocol s adopted to supplement the
convention.

Article 3, paragraph (a) of protocol to
prevent, suppressand punishtrafficking in person's
defines, Trafficking in persons asthe recruitmernt,
transportation, harbouring or receipt of persons
by means of the threat or use of force or other
forms of coercion of abduction, of fraud, of
deception of the abuse of power or of a podition
of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of
payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a
person having control over another person for the
purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shal include
a aminimum, the exploitation of the progtitution
of others or other forms of sexud exploitation,
forced labour or services, davery or practices
smilar to davery, servitude or the remova of
organs.

Onthismeaning of trafficking, it hasthree
condtituent eements.
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1. The Act (what is done) - Recruitment,
trangportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of
persons.

2. The means (How it isdone) - Threet or
use of force, coercion, abduction, fraud,
deception, abuse of power or vulnerability or
giving payments or benefitsto aperson in control
of thevictim.

3. The purpose (why it is done) - For the
purpose of exploitation which indudesexploitating
the progtitution of others sexual exploitation,
forced labour, davery or smilar practices and
remova of organs.

TheUNODC offerspracticd helpto date
is drafting laws and creating comprehensive
nationd anti-trafficking Srategies Apart fromthis,
it S0 assgs with resources to implement them
dates recalve specidize asssance including the
development of loca capacity and expertise as
well as practical toolsto encourage cross border
cooperation in investigations and prosecutions.

In view of the globa concern about the
trafficking, the government of Indiaprohibitssome
forms of trafficking for commercial sexua
exploitation through the Immoral trafficking
Prevention Act (ITPA). The prescribed pendty
under ITPA ranges from seven year to life
imprisonment. Section 366(A) and 372 of Indian
Pend Code prohibit kidngpping and sdlling minors
into prostitution respectively for awarding a
maximum of ten yearsimprisonment and fine for
this crime. State Government regularly conduct
campaign through their welfare departmentsalong
with police raid on brothels and sex rackets.
Section 8 of the I TPA permitsthearrest of women
in progtitution.
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Worried over increase of women and
children trafficking the Government of Odisha
framed comprehensive policy to prevent the
crime. "Anti-Human Trafficking Units (AHTUS)
are to be set up at Cuttack, Bhubaneswar,
Rourkela and Berhampur. Each unit will be
headed by DSP rank officers, one inspector and
two sub inspectors and six constableswill be part
of this unit. This unit will look into the trafficking
of women and children in respective regions.
Other Departments such as Labour Department
and Panchayati Rgj Department help the Women
and Child Development Department to end this
crime. These Departmentswill identify vulnerable
areas from where women are trafficking from
wesek financid background, prone to trafficking
would impart training to make themselves
economicaly sound. The Chief Secretary of the
State will be heading the Sate level committeeto
check trafficking. Then the Digtrict Collectors of
different districts are asked to look after the
rehabilition of rescued women and children.
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Role of Ashram School 1n Triba Education :
A Study of aBlock in Jnarsuguda Digtrict

Education among triba is given highest priority
for the smple reason that it is key to socio-
economic development of the triba. Education
enables them to perform their role to be useful
citizen in democracy. Development of the Sate
lieswith the devel opment of the backward people
who are socio-economicaly disadvantaged and
educationally backward in relation to total
population. Education is the cornerstone of
development. How much education is successful
is evident from the literacy rate. As per 2001
census, literacy rate among tribal population
records 37.37% in Odisha as against 47.1% in
India, out of which mdeliteracy conditute 23.37%
of triba population.

Literacy of Scheduled Tribein Odisha

Year Per centage Tribal
of literacy disparity
Total STs

1961 | 21.66 7.36 14.30
1971 | 26.18 9.46 16.72
1981 | 34.23 13.96 20.27
1991 | 49.09 22.31 26.78
2001 | 63.08 37.37 25.71

Source: 2001 censusreport

Indira Garnaik
Dr. Niranjan Barik

Thetribd digparity inliteracy rate Seadily
increased from 1961 to 1991 and a marginal
decrease was found out in 2001. The pace of
improvement in the literacy rate has been very
dow ascompared to therelatively faster pace of
improvement in the literacy rate of generd cagte.
The above disparities need to be bridged.
Over theyears, various strategiesand educationa
ingtitutions have been increased in triba areasto
strengthen the educationa lease of thetribd. One
of such measure is the opening of a number of
Ashram Schools in tribd areas. These schools
areenriched with resdentid fadilitiesand incentive
programmes which are provided under five year
plan by the ST and SC Devel opment Department
of the State Government operating since 1984-
86. These are resdentia middle schools which
function like the general schools in a highly
systematic structured framework. It has been
edtablished in the Triba Sub Pan areas. Tribd
children have been provided free boarding and
lodging facilities in the Ashram Schoals. This
scheme was originaly a centrally sponsored
scheme and now operated by the State
Government.
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The purpose of the Ashram School isto
bring about thetotal development of tribal children
with an emphass on vocationa education which
can train them to stand on their own legs and
becomeidedigtic and seiflessindependent atizens
of thenation. Asthe schoolsareresidentid, it can
reduce the incidence of student’s absentegismiin
school, improve the standard of education at the
primary level and reduce the burden of their
parents from incurring expenditure on their
children’ seducation. Different facilitieslike school
building, playground, and free kitchen, gender
teaching materia, furniture, dress, books and
economic resources have been provided to
motivate the triba children and their parents
towards education. Again, by staying in the
Ashram School during the crucial years of
schooling from five to sxteen years, they will
definitey continuetheir sudy inthe school without
dropping fromthemidway. Abovedl, an effective
socidization can grow among triba childrenwhich
will ensure better level of educationd attainment
among them. Ashram Schools are specialy
designed to suit children of triba background to
attain better education. Generdly Ashram Schools
provide education from class | to class VII or
classIV or V in certain area.

Objectives of the study:

a To investigate the socio-economic
background of the students

b) To evaduate the facilities of Ashram School
c) To evduate the performance of students

d) Toevduatetheeducationd aspirationsof the
sudentsin the Ashram School.
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The problem to be studied:

Theresearcher has some how expressed
her dissatisfaction about the educational progress
of tribd inthe Ashram Schoal. A large amount of
money has been spent under different five year
plansunder the head of specid educationfor tribdl.
A separate department isworking for their socid
security and welfare but these programmes could
not make much headway. How far these Ashram
Schoolsare successful to uplift thetriba children?
Whether the purpose of education for tribal gets
solved by the Ashram Schools? Whether
Vocationd training is properly provided to them?
And so on. In order to answer these questions a
systematic investigation isdone by theresearcher
to evaduatethe Ashram Schoolsand suggest some
points which will assist Government
adminigtrators to get an idea for the successtul
establishment of these schoolsand thereby actions
can be taken for further programmes.

Strategy of investigation:

The researcher vidted about dl Ashram
Schools in a block of Jharsuguda District,
communicated with theteachers, collect datafrom
the headmagter, collect a representative sample
of 100 students from different Ashram Schoals.

The study was conducted in a block out
of the five blocks of Jharsuguda Didrict which
comes under the Triba Sub Plan area. Triba
populaioninthisblock condtitute 40% of thetota
population, myority of themresdeinrurd aress.
Thereisanework of 11 Ashram Schoolsin this
block till today. The beneficiaries of Ashram
School include children of Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribe, and OBC & Generd category.
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Thefollowing table showsthe ST beneficiaries of Ashram School:

Class-| Class-11 Class-111 Class-1V

Name of

the School ST ST ST ST

Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls

Class-V

Class-VI Class-VII Class-VIII Total

ST ST ST ST ST

Boys Girls Boys Girls

Bajari

AS 17 15

Kudaloi

AS. 14

Grindola

A.S. 10 11 12 29

Jorabaga

A.S 12

Attabira

A.S. 13

Pandari

A.S 12

Remanda

A.S. 11

Gudiali

AS. 13

Piplikani

A.S. 11

Chhualiberna

AS. 17 13 15 20 16

Dalgaon

AS. 11 6 9 11 15

33

17

20 10 19 82

20 16 24 17 34 111

19 24 16 15 44 121

34 30

13 18 17 12 101

16 17 24 21 10 113

12 25 24 18 83

10 a7

15 17 15 78

10 59 31 40 28 177 125

17 43 22 34 12 125 88

(The report is collected from the Chairman of the Block.)

Ashram School definitdy upliftsthe poor
& deprived triba children as tribd children are
very poor and their parents can not just afford to
send their childrento schoal . Sending their children
to school isametter of economicsfor themwhich
may didocate their traditiond pattern of divison
of labor. Poverty is a mgor contributing factor
for their educational backwardness. It has been
observedthat parentsof morethan 60% children
of the Ashram Schools are labourers, 20% are
farmers, 10% are employeesin the cod minesor
Government Servant. Ashram Schools have
evolved to cater the socio economic and

educational needs of the tribal children by
providing free boarding and lodging facilities. But
an assessment of the children’s educational
expenditure other than fooding and lodging so
include expenditure on purchase of note books,
reference books and stationeries, dresses for
student, money for better treatment in private
hospitd and traveling from home to school and
back to home by the students during holidaysand
vacdion, private tuition fees for various causes
like celebration of puja and picnic etc. These put
€conomic pressures on parents though these are
incidenta expenses as viewed by some parents.
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The researcher tried to evaluate the 3)
dropout rate of triba children from class wise
Student’s enrolIment.

Class | It v v VeVl Tod
Ashram
Schools
No. of
ST
stud-
ents 113 101 149 223 213309260 11 4)

It has been observed that the number of
tribal children enrolled islessin number in lower
classes and in the higher classeslikedass V, VI
and VIl sudent’ senrollment ismore. The highest
enrollmentinclassVl isduetotheoutsidesiudents )
entering in class VI directly with very poor
gtandard. The number of student’s decreases in
higher class VII. When they entered into high
schoolsthey areidentified with very poor results. 6)
Very few students have secured somehow pass
marksin high school examinations.

Some suggestions:

1) The existing weaknesses of the Ashram
Schools should be promptly tackled by
provisons like timely payment of stipend
and timely supply of reading and writing
materials as per requirement may be 7)
ensured, vacanciesin teaching and clerical
posts should be filled up immediately,
infrastructure including library facilities,
compuiter, playground, provison of water,
electricity, toilet, cot have to be provided
and properly maintained.

2)  Supplementa, remedia classesand specid 8

coaching classes for poor students,
involvement of subject expert's technica
guidance should be promoted.
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Educationd provison through vocationa
education is needed to be strengthened.
Vocational craft oriented education,
education on games, sports, agriculture
must beimparted to the tudents. Specidly
weak students may be promoted in that
respect. Vocationa training will ingtill
confidence among students and their
parents.

Provision of resource support and capacity
building is a major pre-requisite in
educationd inditutions. Maximum expaosure
to the tribal children can give them
opportunity to excd in thar kills.

Massve parental education through adult
education can generateawarenessand love
for education among the tribal.

Taentedtriba children should beidentified
and nurtured inthefield they areinterested.
Triba children arevery braveand fearless.
They should be given spiritud ingruction,
meditation in the school. Physicd exercise,
physical training should be imparted
regularly so that they can be promoted to
joinIndian Army and Police and can serve
the nation.

They will be promoted in games and ports
they can do better. The researcher found
out one triba boy is excdlent in archery
without training in the Ashram schoal. If he
will be given proper training he can be a
nationd / internationd leve player likeDilip
Tirkey of Sundergarh didtrict.

Asthename*” Adram” suggestsapowerful
symbol throughout Hindu society wherethe
Hindu Kings entered in * Gurukul’ to learn
the art of warfare with education, the
modern Ashram school should be
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maintained in this way in a natura References:
surrounding by giving value best education
1. Prof.A.B.Ota, Florencia Bara, Kalpana Patnaik,

to create brave, faithful jawan ‘Hero’ for
future whose potentialities can be best
utilized for the nation. They will be the
va uable human resources of our country.

Teachers should motivate the tribal
sudentsin education in school and conduct
regular examingtion, review of examination
results, career counsding of sudents, select
the weak students and give them specid
care to uplift in educationa sphere.

Primary education and proper evauation
of primary studentsis essentid to get them
admitted to the high school. Otherwisethey
will find it difficult to cope up with the high
school syllabus.

Teachersand students should be madefree
from hostel management and concentrate
more on studies and extra coaching and
remedid classes.

Above all, firm determination with

dedication of the teachers, government and
community can make the Ashram school arole
modd like* Shantiniketan’ which cangivesight to
the educationally impaired, backward tribal
children and empower the tribal to look at their
problem in civil societies.
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Nay, Never Such A Degth

Original Poem- Nityananda Mohapatra
Trandation - Dr. Ramakanta Rout

| see there the belly and back equdly thin in hunger

But the body fattens gathering ample flesh there

The lagt bregth of life struggles in trembling ribs there

Here the feast of wine and woman in the perfumed parlour
There burn hundred lamps with the fud of hunger

The varied coloured lights richly decorated here

The poor lives worth a mere penny there

But lives are measured in pearls and gems here

There the flesh and blood eaten up by fever, thirst and hunger
All dong thelust of luxury and liquor are here

There the temple of Konark breaks down, uncared for

But here the God |ess pompous paaces glitter

There with the hungry crowd the Death procession ison
Here the Time s Virus tatters heart -flower-vase and torn.

Life livesthere amid alment, hunger and thirst

But here the coward Degth to enter does hesitate

|, ere crossing the Bar, lie inthe cross - road of Twos
| prefer rather that Death, nay never this, never this

[Indian Poetry - 1954 -55]

Dr. Ramakanta Rout, Plot No. 1175/3203, Laxmisagar, Uparasahi, Bhubaneswar -751006.
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Mahatma Gandhi's Dreamt India
Ankit Swain
Introduction

"Generationsto comewill scarcely believethat such aman asthisin flesh and blood walked upon
this earth.”

These golden words by the great scientist, Albert Eeingtein referred to the only Mahatmaon the
earth - Mahatma Gandhi. If philosophy iswisdom then Mahatma Gandhi was our foremost philosopher.
He had the wisdom of Socretes, the humility of St. Francis of Assd, the mass apped of Lenin, the
santliness of ancient Indian Rishisand abovedl the profound love of Buddha our Motherland Indiahas
given birth to amillion of brave hearts and sacred minds who have rdentlesdy laid down their efforts
and sacrificed their needs for the cdl of her. Mahatma Gandhi's name remains atop of this glorious
pyramid. Mahatma Gandhi was consdered as the father of Indian independence movement. Whilein
India his obvious virtue, smplidtic lifestyle endeared him to the people. Mahatma Gandhi was the
epitome of humanism on this earth. Mahatma Gandhi had the dream of an ided India - his dreams of
Indiawhere he described India a nation, where al people irrespective of caste, creed, gender etc. will

peacefully co-exist together.
Congtituting India into a Gandhian Republic

After our Independence Indiawas condtituted into a"secular, democratic republic.” By the 42nd
Condtitutionad amendment of 1975, India was further condituted into a sovereign, socidist secular
democratic republic. But it isameatter of shame rather than fame that the thinking which was written in
our preamble and the Condtitution remains dusivetill today.

Mahatma Gandhi was once saying that "We should wipe avay tearsfrom every eye." We should
be messangers of peace for our country and we should work and die for our country. Gandhiji's these
ideas were condtituted into a smdl idea and philosophy named " Gandhian Republic.”

Some of the objectives or gpproach of the Gandhian republic are listed below : -

() The adminigtration of the state or nation should be decentralised and each district must have
equd and every autonomy.

(i) Theeections a every step should be the sole responsibility of the Election Commission. The
Vigilance should look after the legidative, executive and judiciary affairs.

(i)  The Election Commission, the Vigilance, the Legidative, the Executive and the Judiciary and a
Free Press should be the pillars of the democracy.

(iv) Theeconomic policy should be in such away that it should support the holistic development of
the people of Indiaand should be digtributed equaly among the society for its upliftment.

Mahatma Gandhi wanted to see India among the top countries of the world. After the
Independence, Gandhi came out of the Indian National Congress (INC) and advised it to be socid
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sarvice organisation working for the upliftment of the people. He even drafted a Congdtitution for the
Lok Sevak Sangh. But the ever-hungry paliticians were hungry for power in such away that they did
not pay heed to his advice and neglected it.

Gandhiji dreamt of such an India where every category of people - the rich and the poor, the
Brahmins and the Shudras should live life together. There shold be no discrimination in any sphere.
Every people of India should fed it as their country. He dreamt of an India where there should be no
politica ingability, no gender contradiction, every woman could walk fredly inthe midnight, no business
of intoxicating drugsand drinks etc. Hewasin aview of an Indiawhich would bethe centre of attraction
of each community on earth.

Gandhi'sldeason a Good Nation
Gandhi wanted a stabilised nation. Some of his gpproach for agood Indiawere as follows :
JUSTICE;  Socid, economic and political
LIBERTY;  of thought, expression, ideas and belief
EQUALITY; of status and opportunity and to promote among them al
FRATERNITY; of dignity of anindividua and the integrity of the nation or the country.

Gandhi promulgated the ideas of Ahimsa (non-violence) and Satyagraha (fight for truth). Some
of hisideas regarding these were :

() Never hurt anyone.

(i) Bekindto your enemy.

(iii) Do not tend to violence.

(iv) Never be angry on your opponent, rather accept his anger.
(v) Be sympathetic on the sufferings of your opponent.

Thus, for making the dreamt India of Mahatma Gandhi, thereis no need of any drasty changein
the condtitution, rather only few amendments need to be madeiniit.

Concluson :

"There should be complete harmony in the thought, word and need of any human being and then
only acountry will function wdl."

Thisis what Gandhi once wrote in his "Young Indid" which shows how he was cared for the
holistic development of the nation. He gave the world the precious vaues of Ahimsa and Satyagraha
Gandhi was truly a fountainhead of inspiration in the country. He fought for freedom and liberty of
individua. According to him, "the greatest freedom should be occupied by the fraternity and humility.”
In Indig, there should be no violence, discrimination, no ingability - only then can be redised the true
dreams of Mahatma Gandhi and a Gandhian nation full of values and virtues can be established.

Ankit Swain, Class- IX, D.A.V. Public School, Chandrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar
1st position in Sr. Group Essay Competition.
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As| know Mahatma Gandhi
Komal Pati

‘Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi’’ popularly known as ‘Mahatma Gandhi’ was born on 2
October 1869 in Porbandar, Gujarat. His father was advisor of the locd king of Rgjkot where he did
his schooling. His father died before he could finish his sudies. He at the age of thirteen married
Kasturba. Later in 1888 he sailed to England and decided to pursue the Degreein Law and left hisson
and wifein India It was in South Africawhere he first coined the word Satyagraha when he was the
head of Indian community in South Africa. Gandhiji returned to Indiain early 1915 and never |eft the
country but only for ashort trip in 1931 he went to England. Gandhiji didn’t know Indiaso well, onthe
advice of his political teacher Gokhae he explored India. After the disturbance in ‘Panjab’ i.e. the
JdlianawallaBagh massacre hewrote aletter to the head of Punjabb community and entered the freedom
struggle. On March 12, 1930 he and some of his followers set up a march to Dandi. They reached
therein April and Gandhiji picked up alump of natural salt showing a hundreds and thousands of more
people to bresk the British law of monopoly on production and sde of sdt. Gandhiji over the next few
yearsgtruggled for theHindu-Musiim rdaionship in India. The British created misunderstanding between
these two communities and thisled to violence and bloodshed. He took up fasts whenever therewasa
Hindhu-Mudim riot. Gandhiji dways followed the path of truth and non-violence which heped him to
make India free from British rule. During dl these rdlies, assemblage and fasts he was many times
imprisoned and hundreds of people who were hisfollowers were dso imprisoned. When Gandhiji and
Kasturba cameto livein apaace of Pune after afew months Kasturba died. Thiswas agreat blow to
Gandhiji and he was shocked. He aways believed not to speak bad, not to talk bad and not to hear
bad. These three things were shown by three monkeys which he kept at the entrance of Sabarmati
Adhram so that whoever comesingde will seethe statuesfirst. He dways did hisown work by himsdf.
He even spun the thread by a Charkhaand worethe dress made out of it which he advised dl to do. He
took araly and spread the words that not to use the foreign goods and foreign clothes. Many British
properties were set on fire by thousands of hisfollowers. He soon made the last call for Independence
of Indiaand said everyone to sacrifice their lives, if necessary for the freedom struggle. He coined the
phrase ‘Do or Di€ for the people and also said the British to leave India as quickly as possible. When
the time of Independence came on 15" August 1947 he was nowhere to be seen in the Capitd but
Nehru and the others who were present saluted him as the architect of Indepent India and the father of
our nation — Thelagt few months of hislife was spent in Delhi. On 30" January 1948 at 10 minutes past
5 0’ clock hewent to the garden where the prayerswere to be held. Thiswasthe place where Nathuram
Godse assassnated him. This was a terrible thunderstorm for the whole country and dl the politica
leaders.

Komal Pati, Class- VI, D.A.V. Public School, Unit-8, Bhubaneswar
1st position in Jr. Group Essay Competition.
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AdrijaBhuyan, Std. 111, 'A’,
St. Joseph's Girls High
School stood 1st in the
drawing competition in

junior group.

Jyotishman
Mohanty, Std. 1V,
D.A.V. Public
School, Unit-V11I,
Bhubaneswar stood
1st in drawing
competition in
junior group.
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Sarthak Sarangi, Class-|, B.J.E.
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in drawing competition in sub-junior group.
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M. School - I, Bhubaneswar stood 1st
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Muskan Pani, Class, 'A', St. Xavier's High School, Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar
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stood 1st in drawing competition in sub-junior group.




