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National Song

Vande Mataram !

Sujalam, suphalam, malayaja shitalam,
Shasyashyamalam, Mataram !
Shubhrajyothsna pulakitayaminim,
Phullakusumita drumadala shobhinim,
Suhasinim sumadhura bhashinim,

Sukhadam varadam, Mataram !

The song, Vande Mataram, composed in Sanskrit by
Bankimchandra Chatterji, was a source of inspiration to the
people in their struggle for freedom. It has an equal status
with Jana-gana-mana. The first political occasion when it was

sung was the 1896 session of the Indian National Congress.
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National Anthem

Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka, jaya he,
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata.
Punjab-Sindhu-Gujarat-Maratha,
Dravida-Utkala-Banga,
Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga Uchchala-Jaladhi-taranga.
Tava shubha name jage, Tava shubha asisa mage,

Gahe tava jaya gatha,
Jana-gana-mangala-dayaka jaya he Bharata-bhagya-vidhata.

Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he, Jaya jaya jaya, jaya he!

The playing time of the full version of the National Anthem is approximately
52 seconds. A short version consisting of first and last lines of the stanza
(playing time approximately 20 seconds) is also played on certain occasions.

The song, Jana-gana-mana, composed originally in Bengali by
Rabindranath Tagore, was adopted in its Hindi version by the Constituent
Assembly as the National Anthem of India on January 24, 1950. It was first
sung on December 27, 1911 at the Calcutta Session of the Indian National
Congress. The complete song consists of five stanzas.
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The national flag is a horizontal tricolour of deep
saffron (kesari) at the top, white in the middle
and dark green at the bottom in equal proportion.
The ratio of width of the flag to its length is two
to three. In the centre of the white band is a navy
blue charkha or the wheel which appears on the
abacus of the Sarnath Lion Capital of Ashoka.
Its diameter approximates to the width of the
white band and it has 24 spokes. The design of
the national flag was adopted by the Constituent
Assembly of India on July22, 1947. Its use and
display are regulated by the Indian Flag Code.
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MARTYRS FROM ODISHA

Jayee Rajguru Veer Surendra Sai
(1739-1805) (23.01.1809 - 28.02.1884)

Birsa Munda Baji Rout Raghunath Mohanty
(Died in Ranchi jail in June 1900) (Shot dead on 11.10.1938) (18.07.1910 - 04.04.1941 hanged)

Dibakara Parida Laxman Naik
(30.11.1911 - 04.04.1941 hanged) (22.11.1899-29.03.1943 hanged)
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Message of
Shri Murlidhar Chandrakant Bhandare

His Excellency the Governor of Odisha
on the occasion of Independence Day — 2012

Dear Sisters & Brothers,

I convey my heartiest greetings and best wishes to all of you on the auspicious occasion of

the Independence Day.

15th of August is a memorable day for every citizen of India irrespective of caste, creed and
religion. On this historic day, we pay our sincere homage to our illustrious leaders, patriots and
freedom fighters who contributed a lot to arouse patriotism among the people and led them to
achieve the long cherished Independence. We are particularly grateful to the Father of Nation
Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Netajee Subhash Chandra Bose, Sardar Patel,
Maulana Azad and many others who gave direction to the National movement. As aresult, we feel

proud today to be citizens of a free, democratic and sovereign nation.

Participation of the Odias in the National Freedom Struggle is an unforgettable chapter in
the annals of the Indian history. History bears testimony to the sacrifices and contributions made
by eminent freedom fighters of Odisha like Jayee Rajguru, Buxi Jagabandhu, Veer Surendra Sai,
Birsa Munda, Laxman Naik, Raghu-Dibakar, Baji Rout, Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das,
Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das and many others. We offer our heartfelt tributes to those great

souls on this auspicious occasion.

Independence has brought tremendous challenges and opportunities for us. There has been
remarkable progress and development in India during the year from 1947 to 2012. India is fast

developing among the countries in the world.
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Our State has been fortunate enough to have a stable and continuous Government for
the last 12 years, which is essential for orderly and uniform progress and development. Rapid

strides have taken place in all spheres of development.

Efforts on a massive scale have been made in Odisha during the last few years to achieve
national recognition in various fields. Extensive Programmes have been undertaken for the
development ofthe sectors like Agriculture, Irrigation, Power, Industries, I.T., Education, Health
etc. Development of infrastructure is prioritized to attract investors. The Government is now
implementing many welfare schemes like Biju KBK Yojana, Biju Kandhamal O' Gajapati Yojana,
Gopabandhu Grameen Yojana, Biju Gram Jyoti Yojana, Biju Saharanchal Bidyutikaran Yojana,
Mo Kudia, Rice @ Rs.2/- a kilo, construction of Check Dams, Madhu Babu Pension Yojana,
Mamata, Biju Setu Yojana and so on. These schemes are of immense benefits to the poor

people and meet the developmental needs of the State.

The welfare of the S.Cs., S.T.s and weaker sections of the society has been given much
attention. Women Empowerment Programme through Mission Shakti has created opportunity
to develop the talent in women. They are able to empower themselves by participating in
various developmental programmes. Socio-economic development of the State has been
remarkable which can be easily perceived. Recently the State Government has increased the

quota of reservation for women representatives in Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) to 50%.

To provide better communication facility, construction of Cement Concrete Road in
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG), S.T./S.C habitations is another initiative of the

Government for rural infrastructure development in the State.

Independence Day is an occasion which inspires us to redeem ourselves to build a new

and prosperous Odisha and contribute to the national development. Let us rededicate ourselves

to achieve this goal with determination to transform India into a vibrant nation of the world.

Jai Hind.
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Message of
Shri Naveen Patnaik
Hon’ble Chief Minister
on the occasion of
Independence Day-2012

On the occasion of Independence Day I extend my best wishes to the brothers and
sisters of the State. On this sacred day, I pay my heartfelt homage to the great freedom fighters
and patriots like the Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi, Netajee Subhas Chandra Bose,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Utkal Gourab Madhusudan Das,
Gopabandhu Choudhury, Nabakrushna Choudhury, Veer Surendra Sai, Maa Rama Devi, Saheed
Laxman Nayak, Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab and Biju Patnaik.

I also offer my utmost respect who took active part in the freedom struggle and the
valiant Jawans who laid down their lives for the sake of the motherland.

Indian freedom struggle has opened up anew vista of movement before the entire world.
For achieving independence, the non-violent struggle by crores of people of India created a new
history in the world. Truth and Non-violence triumphed. During different phases of Independence
Struggle, the freedom fighters of Odisha had strengthened the movement by their sacrifices.
After Independence, Odisha took prominent role in amalgamation of Garjat States.

Today, Odisha has occupied a distinct place on the development front. State’s economy
has witnessed a noticeable growth. The State Government, out of its own fund is implementing
innovative welfare and developmental schemes. A number of welfare schemes like Rice at
Rs.2/- per kilo, Mamata and distribution of Bicycle along with various developmental schemes
like Biju KBK, Biju Kandhamal-Gajapati are being implemented. Government has decided to
extend the scheme “Mamata’ to urban area which is presently being implemented for the mothers
and children in the rural area. The State Government is providing bicycles free of cost to all the
girl students studying in Class-X. This has achieved a great success. As a result, the State
Government has decided to include all the Class-X students of BPL families under the Scheme.
I hope, this step will characterize an important role in spreading education in the State.

Women are the vital force of the society. Successful implementation of “Mission Shakti
Programme” has increased the self-confidence among the mothers and this scheme has become
fruitful in empowering the women. Their participation in the process of development is a good
sign. Reservation of 50 % of'seats in Panchayati Raj institutions has brought new awakening in
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the villages. Hence, the State Government has decided for 50% reservation for women in
Urban Local Bodies.

The welfare of the differently abled persons is our responsibility. Their participation in
the welfare of the society should be encouraged. For their betterment, the State Government is
implementing a number of schemes. Camps are being organized at Block level for facilitating
them various benefits at one place. The State Government has decided for reservation of 3 %
for differently abled persons in contractual and outsourcing services.

Our Government is attaching importance on the development and welfare of tribal as
well as Dalits. Our aim is to improve their standard of living through spread of education and
economic development. Our prime responsibility is to safeguard their rights and protect them
from exploitation.

To bring the administration closer to the people is the success of democracy. So, reaching
out the people, hearing of their grievances and redressal thereof are the main task of the
administration. We are emphasizing on this matter. By this exercise, the trust of the people on
the administration will certainly rise and democracy will be strengthened.

Agriculture is the mainstay of our economy. Therefore, I always emphasize on the
development of agriculture and farmers. We are working for the welfare of the farmers and
emphasizing in safeguarding their interests which will be continued. For extension of irrigation
facility, we are implementing several programmes. We are paying more attention on Lift-irrigation

and Bore-wells. Works are going on to provide irrigation facility to over 10 lakh hectares of
land through 1 lakh bore-wells within the coming 3 years.

Development of industries along with agriculture is essential for progress. By this, the
pace of development is expedited and economy flourishes. Today, many new industries have
been set up in Odisha. New avenues have opened up for employment of our youth. This process
of industrial development will continue in the coming days. We are also working hard for
development of communication and other infrastructural facilities in villages.

The path of development becomes smooth through peace. There is no substitute to
peace. So, [ urge upon the left wing extremists to come to the mainstream of development
eschewing violence.

Adeveloped Odisha is our motto. We can achieve this goal by harnessing our natural
wealth and utilizing efficient human resources. In the coming days, our youth force can play a
major role in State’s development. I believe, we can reach the destination by removing all the
bottlenecks through sincerity, determination and firm will-power. Let us come together to
strengthen our struggle for achievement of the purpose of independence and to ensure a bright
future for the State and its people.

Jai Hind.
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Message of

Shri Arun Kumar Sahoo

Hon'ble Minister, Information & Public Relations
and Energy on the occasion of

Independence Day - 2012

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

On the auspicious occasion of the Independence Day, I convey my warm
greetings and best wishes to the people of Odisha.

The sacrifices of innumerable Indians as well as Odias to achieve the long-
cherished freedom will forever be recorded in golden letters in the annals of the
history of the world. On this sacred day, I pay my humble homage to scores of
martyrs and freedom fighters who had jumped into the fire of the Freedom Struggle.

Today Odisha is on the rapid path of progress and prosperity. During the last
12 years, the State has been making relentless efforts, through appropriate policy
initiatives to tackle the problem of poverty and backwardness. I am sure these efforts

will be crowned with success.

Let us take a firm pledge once again on this auspicious day to build a vibrant
Odisha, so as to give it a Pride of Place, in the development map of the nation.
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The Geeta Govindain the Shreemandira

Poet Jayadeva's Geetagovinda has exercised
deep influence on the daily rituals of the
Shreemandira i e. Shree Jagannath Temple at
Puri.

There are broadly 119
classesof sevas (ritud services) in
Shreemandira, as provided in the
Record of Rights of the temple,
inclusve of the Geetagovinda Seva.
A brief account of the Sevaisgiven
below.

The Geetagovinda Sevak
(servitor) reads out the "=l
Geetagovinda at the Jaya-Vijaya iy
door, at the time of Chandanlagi
ritud . Chandanlagi meansapplying of sandd paste
on the Deities. This Sevak gets his remuneration
for the Seva from the Jagannath Balava and
Raghaba Das Mathas (a monasteries). Since
sometime pagt, this Seva has been discontinued
for some reasons but may he revived in future.

Another seva associated with the
Gesetagovinda is the Bhitara Gayani Devadas
Seva TheDevadad, afemde Sarvitor, Sngssongs
from the Geetagovinda, ganding at the Kaahata
door of the sanctum-sanctorum, just prior to the
Ratripahada i.e. closng of the temple doors for

Mahimohan Tripathy

the night. Consequent upon the degth of the lone
Bhitara-gayani Devadas in the year 1993, this
Seva has been discontinued for the time being.

There are certain inscriptions on
the western side wall of the Jaya
Vijayadoor, pertaining to the period
of King Prataprudra Deva (1497-
1533 AD) of the Surya Dynasty.
Thereisaroyd proclametion in the
inscriptions that the Devadasis and
the Vashnavas must Sng songs from
the Geetagovinda only before Lord
Jagannath.

After Chandanlagi ritud is over,
Lord Jagannath, Lord Balahhadra
and Devi Subhadra are dressed up again for the
Badasinghar Besha.

The Deities wear bardagi pata (slken
clothes). Some lines from the Geetagovinda are
woven into the texture of the clothes. Also the
Deities are adorned with flower garlands, flora
ornamentslikeflora headgear etc. Thisisthelast
Beshaof theday andisvery atractiveto look at.

Mahimohan Tripathy, M-A/2, Brit Colony, Nayapally,
Bhubaneswar - 751012
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Odisha Marches Ahead . .. ‘ I

Farmers of the State provided with Kissan Credit Cards
(KCCs) for timely and hassle-free disbursement of crop
loans along with coverage under National Agricultural
Insurance Scheme (NAIS) and financial support to the
farmers affected due to natural calamities.

Private Lift Irrigation Pomts under Jalanidhi Scheme are
being promoted with 50% subsidy to encourage
farmers in the State.

To provide accelerated irrigation facility to the farmers
in our State, 979 Check dams, 150 deep bore wells and
707 Lift Irrigation projects constructed during 2011-
2012.

42,768 Scheduled Tribe BPL households being assisted
during 2011-12 under various employment cum
income-generating schemes.

100-bedded 1328 ST hostels to be operational in
2012-13 facilitating residential education for

1, 04,000 ST guls and 28,800 ST boys.

To facilitate the pregnant and nursing mothers with
conditional cash transfer benefit and partial wage com-
pensation, an innovative scheme “Mamata” has been
launched. Poor pregnant women residing i Urban
Areas are also included under “Mamata”.

Women Empowerment Programme Mission Shakti’
ensures capacity building to improve and upgrade skill
of the SHG women members and train them to earn
their livelihood through State Employment Mission.
Rural infrastructures for basic amenities like Byli, Sadak
and Pami provided to rural households of 11 Districts
under Gopabandhu Grameen Yojana, a State funded
Scheme. Rest 19 districts are included under Backward
Region Grant Fund Scheme.

Under Antodaya Yojana a total number of 12, 53,661
poorest families are being supplied with 35 kg, of rice
per month @ Rs 2 per kg. Besides this, 36, 90,618 no. of
BPL households and 5,41,393 no. of APL households
of KBK Districts being supplied with 25 kg of rice per
month @ Rs 2 per kg

The construction work of 300 new upgraded High
School buildings is in full swing in the Gram
Panchayats having no High School.

343 no. of Janani Express are operating in the State for
shifting of pregnant and expectant mothers to health
institutions for delivery.

Mobile Health Unit “ Arogya + ”1s in operation 1 the
Naxal affected regions for facilitating quality health
services.

21,655 kms. of all-weather roads constructed under
PMGSY to provide better road connectivity to 7676
unconnected habitations.

Small bridges are being constructed in the rural area
under Byju Setu Yojana.

During 2011-12 a total no. of 2071 homeless families
which include 986 ST, 562 SC and 523 homesteadless
famuilies of other categories provided with homestead
land.

50% seats reserved for women in the Urban Local
Bodies.

All Class-X Boys under BPL category will be supplied
with Bi-cycles.

Hi-Tech Ambulance Service introduced by the Govt.
for the patients of Urban and Rural Areas for immedi-
ate arrival in the Hospitals.

Government of Odisha
Information & Public Relations Department

]

QOdisha Review




Odisha Review

August - 2012

The Legacy Continues . ..

(Revisiting Three Decades of Odisha Review)

In the decades since Independence Odisha
has accomplished much to be proud of. Some
of the social ills that have plagued her from
time immemorial have been alleviated
through forward looking legislations and
persistent political commitment. Even the
greatest cynic cannot deny that, the progress
has taken place. Both in economic and
political field — empowerment has
undeniably occurred.

Odisha Review, is an extremely
valuable magazine and a must read for
anyone looKing for a true picture of Odisha.
It provides a condensed record of the
activities of the Government of Odisha
aiming at disseminating knowledge and
information concerning Odisha’s socio-
economic development, art and culture,
views, records, statistics and information
concerning our State.

Here is an attempt by the Odisha
Review team to put forward selected articles
published earlier in this esteemed magazine
brought forward by Information &l Public

Dr. Lenin Mohanty

Relations Department, Government of
Odisha. We have taken a time frame of three

decades. It extends from the period when Mr.

M. K, Rao was the Director, I < P.R,

Department till now when Shri Baishnab

Prasad Mohanty holds the post of the

Director. I have not interacted with Mr. Rao

but while interacting with Mr. Mohanty on

issues pertaining to Odisha, it gives me

immense pleasure. We would like to extend
our heart-felt congratulations to our Chief
Minister for having nominated Shri Arun

Sahu as the Minister of this Department. The

mindset of our Commissioner-cum-Secretary

Shri P.K.Jena, 1AS inspires us as he is a
performer always.

Ower the period of last 30 years many
things have undergone a sea change, but the
continuing [ink remains unabated till now.
We are grateful to people l[ike LoRanath
Tanti, Bibekananda Biswal, Bibhu Chandra
Mishra for having taken great pains in
shaping the magazine and grooming it to the
position that it is now. The best part of the
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thing is what Baldev Maharatha did in

1980s, was further shaped by Shri Pradyumna
Dash and continuing till now through the
artistic hands of my colleague Shri Manas
Ranjan Nayak, The crux of the matteris due
to the hands of the excellent artists; Odisha
Review has always been thematic.

The illustrious legacy laid down by
our predecessors is being carried forward by
the active participation of the Odisha Review
team consisting of Shri Bikram Maharana,
Shri Hemanta Kumar Sahoo, Shri Debasis
Patnaik and Smt. Sadhana Mishra. Many a
times I am inspired by the measured
decisions taken by Mr. Sahoo and as also
Mr. Maharana fascinates me through his
writings. One thing that is at the topmost
priority is that the illustrious legacy should
be upheld at any cost.

As the information contained and
quality of the Magazine takes a quantum
Jjump, we are also proud to highlight the
GOOD GOVERNANCE owing to which
change is happening. I still rememberthe day

QOdisha Review

I, met Chief Secretary, Odisha and discussed
about the Governance chapter. His answer
was an emphatic Yes'. Al across the last

two years me and my team are trying to

highlight the achievements through "Good
Governance". I would like to thank Hon ble

Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik for his
goodwill gesture towards the writers of
Odisha in raising the honorarium of the

writers, almost after three decades. The e-
Magazine is spread the world over. Odisha

Review is privileged to get writings from all
across Odisha as also countries like Japan,

Beirut and U.S. A. The illustrious legacy of
Odisha is spreading like never before.

Here is a fresh attempt at placing
before our esteemed readers selected articles
published in Odisha Review. I could not just
resist myself from re-printing few of the
valuable articles on the eve of Independence
Day. While one evaluates these priceless
gems it is realized that the intensity, passion,
commitment and sincerity remains the same.

The legacy continues ........
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Rights and Responghility of
Legidative Committee

| thank the members of the Orissa Branch of the
Commonwedth Parliamentary Associgionandits
President, the Speaker of OrissaLegidature, for

inviting me to inaugurate this Seminar. This has
a0 endbled meto vigt theland of Lord Jegannath,

which aboundsintemples, big and smal, reveding
the grandeur and skill of Odian architecture a
millennium old. | am happy to vigt this sacred

land of Kdingawherethetransformation occurred

in life of that great Emperor Ashoka, after the
historic Kalinga War leading him to the adoption
of the Path of Buddha

Of languages, one finds the most
wonderful confluence here with large numbers of
people spesking Tamil, Telugu, Bengdi, Bihari,
Hindi, Odia and many triba didects. Hinduism,
Idam, Chridianity, Janiam, Buddhism, dl have
flourished in this land with the people practisng
diverse faiths living in complete harmony.
Commund tensonisamog unheard of in Orissa
| am told that the Hindus and Mudimsin Orissa
dill celebrate certain religious festivas together
and some places which are haly to the Mudims
aredsoregarded assacred by theHindus. | come
here for the first time and, as | said, with great
pleasure.

Y ou havechosenfor your Seminar, aredly
important subject of great relevanceto our times.

M. Hidayatullah

Though theIndian Condtitution isuniquein severd
respects many of its best featureswere modelled
origindly on other condiitutions. The Committee
system is an effective device adopted almost
universaly by al Parliaments. In Europeitisoften
sad

One Englishmanisanidand.

Two Englishmen are aqueue.

Three Englishmen are a committee.

Much of what palitics is, takes place in
amal groups, and while not al smal groups are
committees, the vast mgority of committees are
smdl groups. A committee is a body to which
some other body or person has referred or
committed atask and to which the Committeeis
in some sense subordinate. To commit or refer is
to secure the advantage of action by a smdler
group, leading to greater freedomin debatewhile
deding with aquestion. The verb “to commit” as
a Parliamentary term, means to refer to a
committee. The subsdiary motion, to commit,
must of course be distinguished from a main
motion to appoint a committee for the
accomplishment of some matter. The latter isan
origind motion, while the former is a means of
disposing of a question already before the
assembly, dthough the work of the committeein
elther case might be the same.
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It isexpected that acommittee, being free

to work without the restraint and the ‘red tape
which may be unavoidable in larger assemblies,
can accomplishitstask morebriskly and directly.
It can take more briskly and directly. It can take
itsown timeto work out detailsand think through
to the end of difficult problems. It can dso go
upon missions and these are not possible for the
larger body. In doing this the committee should
bear in mind that it is but the agent working for
the organization as awhole, and that its service
must be acceptable to the parent body. Thusthe
work of a Parliamentary Committee isto get the
matter referred to it in complete readiness for
prompt action by the assembly when the report
ismade,

The need for Parliamentary committees
arises from severd factors. Firdly, the review of
adminigirative actions and the examination of
numerous and complicated legidative proposds
and sub-ordinatelegidationinmoderntimesbeing
too heavy, the time available is not adequate for
detailed investigation. Committees can aso ded
with specific matters with greeter efficiency, care
and expedition in acalmer atmosphere free from
unnecessary publicity.

In Parliamentary system, the official
committees are the places where ussful and clam
thinking cantake placeto result in sober decisons.
For the efficient dispatch of Parliamentary
business, steady development of Parliamentary
committee is essential. The Congressional
committee system in the U.SA. is probably the
most powerful in the world. That is why
Woodrow Wilson asserted “the congressional
government iscommitteegovernment”, adding thet
“Congress in its committee rooms is congress a
work”. The Congressional committees and sub-
committees in the U.S. make most of the
legidative and other decisions. They are little

QOdisha Review

legislatures in themselves. This remarkable
success of the Congressional committee is
because dl the members of the Committee fed
the full weight of the duty resting upon them.

In India, though the Constitution has
meade no pecific provisonsfor the Parliamentary
committees, saverd articlesdo mentionthem. The
task isthereforeleft to thetwo Houses. They have
made provisonsfor committees under their rules
of procedure. With the enormous increase of the
number and complexity of adminigtrative action,
itiswdl nighimpossblefor alarge assambly like
the Lok Sabhaor aStatelegidature effectively to
supervise the functioning of the executive. A red
review of administrative actions can only be
undertaken by Parliamentary committees
gppointed for specific purpose.

In Parliament we have to broad
categories of committees— Standing Committees
and ad hoc committees. The Standing Committees
are of five different kinds: (1) Financial
Committees (2) Committees to enquire into
matters like privileges and petitions
(3) Committees to scrutinise matters such as
assurances, subordinate  legislation
(4) Committeesrelating to business of the House
like Business Advisory Committee, Rules
Committee, Private Members Bills and
Resolutions, absence of members, etc.
(5) Committees concerned with provision of
services and facilities to members, like
accommodation , library, genera purpose, €tc.

The ad hoc committees are gppointed for
aspecific purpose. They ceaseto exist when they
submit their report after completing the task
assgnedtothem. Theprincipad ad hoc committees
are the Sdlect and Join Committees on Bills.

Though the work of the various
Parliamentary committees has been found to be
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good so far, | have afeding that the reports of

the various committees tend to be stereo-typed.
This| think is due to the lack of continuity in the
membership of the variouscommittees. | dsofind
that little effort is made to alow members to
specidizein different fidds. Sometimes, | find thet
members seek or accept committee assgnments
for congderations other than a commitment to
committee work or lack the specid interest or
expertisein the subject. It should, thereof, be the
responsbility of the variouspolitical partiesinthe
legidature to nominate the right-type of members
to the various committees. Only then will the
committee be able to fulfil the assgned task for
the larger benefit of the assembly and the public
whom they represent. At present only a few
membersin each committee appear to be ableto
take continued interest in subject under study. If
al the members take serious and active interest,
the committees can become much more effective.

I know it is not dways that Government
acceptsthe recommendations and suggestions of
the Committees. Minor recommendations are
readily accepted. But mgjor recommendations
which are not in line with the policy and thinking
of the Government are not accepted. If the
membersarevigilant and vigorousin pursuing the
matter they should study the reports and raise
pertinent issuesin the assembly through questions,
motions for cdling attention etc. For this the
members have to teke their task serioudy. | may
citeoneexample. Inthe Rgya Sabha, till recently,
we had no committee on paperslaid on thetable
of the House. But, thanks to Shri Era Sezhiyan
and his keen interest, the Committee on Papers
laid on the Table was constituted during this
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session of the Rgya Sabha, and | had the pleasure
of recommending him asthefirst Chairman of the
new Committee. He was dso the Chairman of
pardld Committeein the Lok Sabha

Survelllance over financial matters by
financial committees tends to be in the nature of
postmortem examination. Thisisusudly because
of the time lag between adminidrative action and
investigation. A bad case may comelight only after
severd years. By that time the atmosphere in
which the decisions were taken may have
changed. The Officers and Minigters may dso
have changed. It becomes difficult to ascertain
the truth. While the reports in such cases may
make a good headlines for the press, they can
have little impact on the actua working.

Of late | have noticed atendency on the
part of various committees to tour frequently. In
asense, it isgood for committees to go out and
get firg-hand knowledge. But, unless members
arecareful, hereisawaysthe danger of their being
accused of traveling for the sake of sight-seeing
only. No doubt Committeesmust vist placeswhen
witnesses have to be interviewed or evidence
taken. But, as | said they have to be quite clear
about the judtification and the purpose.

| sncerely hope that your ddiberations
in the Seminar will go along way in making the
committee sysem more effective and useful in our
Parliamentary democracy. | am glad that the
Orissa Branch of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association thought of organisng
this Seminar and have great pleasure in
inaugurating it.

Speech of Shri M. Hidayatullah, Vice-President of India at the inauguration of the Seminar of the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association, OrissaBranchon“ Rightsand Responsibility of L egislative Committeein Parliamentary

system” on the 5th April 1982 at 4.00 P. M. at Bhubaneswar ..
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Surendra Sai : The Great Freedom Fighter

SurendraSal, the greet freedom fighter inthefirst
Indian struggle for independence in the 19th
century, is the least known and yet one of the
bravest and most vaiant martyrsfor the cause of
independence of the country. It isa pity that his
name has been omitted in many anndsof thisfirst
war of independence of India.

SurendraSal garted hisrevolt against the
British rule long before 1857 and continued his
guerrillawar againg the British authority from 1857
till 1864 long after the struggle led by the Rani of
Jhang, Tantia Tope, Kunwar Singh and others
had subsided. Surendra Sai was a prisoner in
Britishjail from 1840to 1857 and then againfrom
1864 to 1884 being lodged in the fina couple of
decades of hislifein Asrgarh jail, far away from
the place of hisbirth. He was blind & the time of
hisdeath. Not merely hedone, but practicdly his
whole family were vaiant freedom fighters. His
uncleBdram diedin Hazaribagh jall after 16 years
of jail life. His brother Chhabilawas killed in an
encounter with the British army. Another brother
Ujja was sent to the Rgja Patnagarh to seek the
latter’ shep in thefight againg the British, but the
Rga betrayed Ujja and surrendered him to the
British and Ujjd was executed. Hisother brothers
Udaut, Dhruba and Medini and his son
Mitrabhanu were dso among the freedom fighters.

Surendra Sai was born on January 23rd,
1809in hisancestrd homea Khindain thedidrict
of Sambdpur. His father Dharam Singh was the
gxthin the line of successon to Rga Madhukar
Sa of Sambdpur.

Dr. S Supakar

When in 1827, Mahargja Maharg) Sai
of Sambad pur died issudess, the British who had
earlierinthethird Maharattawar got the suzeranity
over Sambal pur tried to put Rani Mohan Kumari,
the widow of Maharg Sai on the throne of
Sambdpur. This gave rise to great resentment
among the people of Sambal pur, becausethe Rani
was mere puppet. The land rent was increased.
Drought brought misery to the people. In 1833
the British removed Rani Mohan Kumari from
thethrone and put one Narayan Singh, avery old
Zamindar on the throne.

Narayan Singh was aso a puppet and
Mr. O Mdly has written about him asfollows:
“He is described as having been perfectly
astounded when it was proposed to make him
Raga, so much so that he prayed the Agent not to
exdt him to so dangerous a position.”

It was very natura for the people to
resent such action of the British an Surendra Sai
naturaly took the lead in the protest againgt such
arbitrary action of the British and againg themis-
rule of Rani Mohan Kumari and Rga Narayan
Singh. Surendra Sai was only eighteen years old
at thetime of death of Maharg) Sai. He had been
trained in horsemanship and guerrillawarfare by
his uncle Baaram. Many Zamindars, Gountias
rallied round the leadership of Surendra Sai.
Prominent among them were Bad abhadra Dau of
Lakhanpur, Kunjd Singh of Ghens, Karunakar
Naik of Jgpur (Kolabira) and others.

Though most people supported Surendra
Sa for hisfight againg the British, therewere some

9




Odisha Review

who were spying on behdf of the British and one

suchwas Durjoy Singh, the Zamindar of Rampur,
which is close to Khinda. There were some
quarrel between Durjoy and Surendra. Surendra
with hisbrothersand uncleraided Rampur in 1840
and in the clash Durjoy Singh and his sons were
killed. Surendra Sai then openly marched to
Sambal pur where Mgjor Odey faced the attack
of Surendra Sai who with crude wegpons of his
force could not face the atillery barrage of the
British troops. Surendra, his uncle Balaram, his
brothers Udent, Ujja and Chhabila were taken
prisoners. They were charged with the murder of
Durjoy Singh of Rampur and others and were
sentenced to imprisonment for life and sent to
Hazaribagh Jl.

Surendralanguished in jail from 1840 till
1857. His uncle Baaram died in the prison. In
the meantime RgaNarayan Singh died issueless.
The East India Company applying the doctrine
of lgpse annexed Sambdpur in 1849. During a
short period, the land rent had been increased
five times and free Jagirs had been abolished.

In 1857, on July 30, the Sepoys of
Ramgarh battalion broke openthe Hazaribagh jail
and set free Surendra Sai and others. Surendra
Sa reached Sambd pur by theend of August and
received a grand ovation as the region was
seething with discontent. He had now a fighting
forceof about 1,500 people. The Senior Assgtant
Commissioner Captain R. T. Leigh was panicky,
because he had few men with him. He took
recourse to a stratagem of sending amessage of
peace through one, Chhakadi Mahapatra.
Surendra Sai was bold enough to agree to meet
Captain Leigh without any of his followers. But
the treacherous Leigh imprisoned him. Surendra
escgped from the prison in no time and began to
harass the British authority snce then.

Hefollowed the strategy of cutting off dl
lines of communicationsfor the British force asit
was difficult to face them openly without the
necessary weapons. Theroadsleading to Ranchi
and Hazaribagh were obstructed by hisfollowers
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in the Maula Bhanja hills and Jharghati hills.
Karunakar the good Zamindar was his chief
lieutenant in thismetter. The British adminigtration
of Sambalpur a that time was under Ranchi.
Surendratried to cut off communication fromthe
Cuttack sde and the Zamindar of Gadlo Singh
and Madhu Gountia of Jujomura and his men
helped Surendra Sai in this. To the West, was
SingodaGhati (pass), onthelineof communication
between Sambalpur and Nagpur and Kunja
Singh and Hati Singh took charge of this pass.
Surendra Sai’s main fort was at Debrigarh in
Barapahar (literally twelve hills). The other
strongholds were at Paharsirgida, Singoda,
Gadpati and Jharghati.

SurendraSal carried onguerrillawar from
1857 till 1862. Captain Woodbridge was killed
in 1858, February while attempting to attack the
main fort a Debrigarh and his dead body was
recovered with great difficulty by Ensgn Warlow.
Dr. Muir was killed while coming from Cuttack
Side at Jujomura. Earlier in November 1857,
Surendramade anight raid onthe British forcein
Sambal pur killing two and wounding eight others.
There was a pitched battle between the British
force and Surendra’s men in Kudopali in
December 1857 in which Surendra' s brother
Chhabila was killed and Captain Wood was
serioudy injured. There was dso a confrontation
inthe Gadpati hills, wherethe British troopswere
routed.

Asthewar of independencein other parts
of the country subsided, the British had time to
send reinforcement to Sambal pur but they could
not capture Surendra Sai nor could they check
theraids of hisfollowers. Surendrawould cover
long distances on horse back and aways kept
close contact with his associate fighters.

The British tried to harass Surendra and
his supporters in many ways. The authorities
confiscated the property of people who helped
Surendra. They even burnt villages which were
suspected of helping Surendra Sai. Women and
children were not spared. But Surendra continued
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his operationsfrom the fastness of Debrigarh and
other hills.

In 1861, Major Impey came to
Sambd pur as Deputy Commissioner. Hefollowed
the policy of conciliation. He succeeded in
persuading Udant and Dhruba, the two brothers
of SurendraSai to surrender on January 18, 1852.
Major Impey sent these brothersof SurendraSai
asmessengersto Surendrato surrender. Surendra
saw the futility of continuing the struggle and
surrendered in May 1862. He could no longer
meet the demandsof hissupportersfor necessities.

Surendrasurrendered but thisdid not last
long. HissupportersKamd Singh Danand others
were gtill unreconciled and wanted Surendra to
take the lead in the struggle again. Mgor Impey
died and was succeeded by Mg or Cumber Lege
as the Deputy Commissioner, who reported to
the higher authorities that Surendra had a secret
hand in fanning the fire of rebellion. The changed
policy of the new Deputy Commissioner had
reection and therewas again an uprisng. Surendra
Sa could no longer be found in his home village
Khinda. Again dl attemptsto capture him failed.

The authorities were harassed and took
recourse to a new track. One Dayanidhi Meher
wasaBritish 5oy and an excisevendor. Hepicked
up friendship with SurendraSai and hisfollowers.
Onthe 2nd January 1854, Pousa Purnimaafestive
occason of Samba pur region, Dayanidhi offered
Surendraand hisfollow sweets mixed with heavy
intoxicants, aleging that the sweets were the
offerings to the deity. Surendraand hisfollowers
took the sweets and became intoxicated.
Dayanidhi reported to the didtrict authorities about
the hide-out of Surendra Sai. The Deputy
Commissioner and the Superintendent of Police
Mr. Berya and others raided the place at dead
of night and arrested Surendra Sai, Udant Sai,
Dhruba Sai and Medini Sai, Surrendra sbrothers
and Mitrabhnu the son of Surendra.

It was not considered safe to keep
Surendra Sai in Sambalpur. A batch of 17
prisonerswere forwarded to Raipur under heavy
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escort on the 25th January 1864. They weretried
for waging war against the queen and other
charges. SurendraSai, Udant Sai and Khageswar
Dau were convicted and sentenced to
trangpotation for life. Dhruba Sai, Medini Sa,
Loknath Gadtia, Shradhakar Mallik, Mrutyunjay
Panigrahi and Jagabandhu Hota also were
awarded the same sentence. Mitrabhanu Sai,
Mohan Dau, Dharanidhar Mishraand Padmanabh
Guru were sentenced to seven yearsimprisonment
each.

There was an appeal from these
sentences to the judicid Commissioner, who set
asde the order and sentence. But Surendra Sai
and his followers were re-arrested under
Regulation 111 of 1818.

Surendra was sent to Adrgarh fort jall
aong with Lokanath Gartiaand others. There he
languished for along period of twenty years. He
lost hiseye-sght. Hebreathed hislast on February
28, 1884.

What about theladiesat home? Surendra
and his brothers were so engrossed with the
sruggle for freedom that they had no time to
arrange the marriage of their only sster Anjana,
who died an old maid. Practicdly throughout her
life, Sunakumari, the wife of Surendra Sai, spent
her life asagrasswidow. In the history of India,
it is difficult to find the name of another martyr,
who lingered in jails for a period of thirty-seven
years and who spent so many years in jungle
warfare.

Higtory refuses to recognise the vaour,
the patriotism and the noble qudities of a hero,
who has fought and lost. The victor occupied a
notable place in the pages of history, however
crue, mean and sefish he may be and heisfree
to malign the viction. Thisis the lesson we learn
from the life of Surendra Sai.

But Surendra paid his debt to the
motherland to thelast breath of hislife, to thelast

drop of his blood and to the last ounce of his
energy.

Sahityacharya, Sambalpur, (Odisha)
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Some Forgotten Martyrs of Odisha

Of the innumerable sons and daughters of India
who hed laid down ther livesat thedtar of India s
freedom movement, avery few nameshave been
unearthed and the rest who might have found
glorious places in the annals of our freedom
movement have been slowly but surely

disgppearing into oblivion.
MADHO SINGH AND HISSONS

Onesuchlittleknown or dmost unknown
martyr is Rga Madho Singh of the erstwhile
Zamidari of Ghens in the district of Sambapur.
Madho Singh and his three illustrious sons had
made great sacrifices in the cause of freedom
during the Gregat Revolt of 1857. In the Revolt of
1858 at Sambal pur under the vaiant leedership
of Vir SurendraSai, Shri Madho Singh created a
lot of troublesfor theinvading British forcesin his
area and successfully blocked their way from
Sambad pur to Eagtern India. The Snghorahillpass
which wasthe only passageto the east waswell-
fortified by the armed men of Madho Singh with
himsdlf in the command so that alarge number of
British soldiers logt their lives in the encounter.
Thevanity of the proud Britishershaving thusbeen
wounded again and again at the hand of an
obscure Zamidar of asmadl principdity like Ghens
they attacked Madho Singh with renewed strength
many atime. But every time they were defeated.
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In one such battle the great English captain Mr.
Wood Bridge was dain by the guerrilla band of
Madho Singh after which the Britishers virtudly
gave up their attempt to subdue him and hismen.
However, after the Great Mutiny was suppressed
in other parts of the country to some extent the
foreign invaders could muster enough strength to
wage an dl out battle againgt Madho Singh and
ultimately this great hero of 1857 was captured
and executed. Madho Singh’s astute leadership,
his skilful swordsmanship, his proficiency in
guerrillawarfare, exemplary courage, indomitable
vaour and undaunting love for country’ s feedom
had struck awein the heartsof theenemies. After
the matryrdom of Madho Singh the mantle of the
freedom struggle fell on the shouldersof histhree
illugtrious Sons namely Hathi Singh, Kunja Singh
and Baree Sngh who were groomed by their
greet father for the great cause. Thesethree Singh
brothers fought againgt the Britishers under the
leedership of Vir SurendraSai, for two long years.
Their senseof patriotism, actsof heroism, chivary
and the spirit of dedication have made them
legends. After aprotracted battle with the British
army they were caught one by one. Hathi Singh
was transported to the Andamans where he
breathed his last adong with his thousands of
compatriots and became the only Odiato diein
the Andamansin the cause of country’sfreedom
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in the greeat revolt of 1857. Kunjd and Bairee

offered their lives in the gdlows bringing to an
endthelagt of themdeprogeny of Madho Sngh's
family.

BASU BISUNI

If the struggle launched by Mahatma
Gandhi is considered to be the maor deciding
factor for attainment of our freedom, then the
martyrdom of two freedom fighters can never be
logt sight of by our higtorians. They are Basu Sethi
and Bisuni Madhud the firgt two Martyrs of the
Gandhian Movement in Orissa. They hailed from
two obscurevillagesnamed Tentulikoli and Bartani
dtuated in Kanika, an ergwhile Zamidari in the
digrict of Cuttack which wasmedethefirg testing
ground for Non-co-operation Movement in
Orissa by the Congress Committee in the year
1922. When the non-co-operation movement
was inaugurated in Odisha and Congress was
launched by Gopabandhu, Kanika was sdlected
as the first battle front. Kanika, one of the
permanent-settled statescomprising of avast area
of Cuttack and Balasore districts and measuring
some four hundred and forty one square miles
wasruled by R.N. BhanjaDeo in medieva syle
under the direct patronage of the Britishers. He
was a greet dly of the empire and was knighted
asatoken of English gratitude. Hisadminigtration
wasadmaost synonymouswith Britishrule. Kanika
gate was famous throughout Bihar and Orissa
for its maladminigtration, over taxation, forced
labour and dl typesof oppression and exploitation.
The discontentment among the tenants was
brewing at the time when the message of non-
co-operation reached there. Almost al the front-
rank leaders of the State Congress camped at
Rakanika to enroll Congress members and for
collecting donation for Tilak Swarg Fund and
spreading the message of Charkha. It is now
gathered that out of the total twenty thousand
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Congressmembersenrolled throughout Orissain
the year 1922, more than six thousand were
enralled in Kanika done. Within a few months,
the agjitation gathered momentum which resulted
in no-tax campaign and boycot of Rga's court
and Educationd inditutionsmanaged by him. The
agitation took a violent turn when the tenants
snatched away from the custody of the police
some persons arrested in connection with aland
revenue dispute. An armed police contingent
arrived at Rajkanika to help the Raja in
suppressing therebdlion. Onthe 23rd April 1922
some five thousand armed tenants of Kanika
came face to face with combined gang of armed
police and hired goondas on the outskirts of a
village named Meghapur. The police opened fire
and fell to its bullet, Basu and Bisuni the two
pessant leaders who were leading the people.
Thus they became the first martyrs of the
Gandhian movement in Orissa

THE BAL BROTHERS

Last but not the least are two illustrious
Sons of Orissa known as Ba Brothers Genera
Lokanath Bd and his younger brother Harihar
Bal. They were the heroes of the historic
“Chittaganja Armoury Raid” and the epic battle
of Jdabad, whichis otherwise known as Armed
youth uprising of Eagtern Indiain 1930—aglorious
landmark in the higtory of India s Revolutionary
movement. On 18th April 1930 a few armed
youths induding Lokanath under the leadership
of Masterda Surya Sen sormed one of the biggest
police Armouries located a Chittaganja now in
Bangladesh. By ther surprise attack they killed
the sentries and looted the choicest arms and
ammunition. Theentirearmy was caught unaware
and fled to a ship which anchored in the Bay of
Bengd. Therest were thrown at the mercy of the
rebel youths. Chittaganja was declared
independence and thelocal British administration
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was virtudly crippled. But reenforcement having

reached from Calcutta the Government tried to
capture the rebels. They made severa attack on
their hideouts. One such hideout was |ocated on
the top of the Jdabad hill Stuated in the vicinity
of Chittaganja. Here was waged an epic battle
between a band of Indian youth and a strong
contingent of Goorkha Regiment under British
captains. The battle of Jaabad was epic in the
sense that here was the mighty British power
defeated severa times at the hands of the
revolutionary Indian youths. But it isdl the more
memorable for the Odias because the battle was
commanded by Generd Lokneath Bd a the behest
of Masterda, the supreme commander of the
Revolutionary Republican Army and asif thiswas
not enough the crown of becoming thefirs martyr
in the battlefield was adorned by Loknath's
fourteen-year old young brother Harihar Bal
nicknamed ‘Tera perhaps indicating his pair of
squint eyes. Loknath was latter captured and
transported to the Andamans a ong with Ganesh
Ghaosh, Ananta Singh and others. After hisreturn
fromthe AndamansL oknath died asoldier'sdesth
at Cacutta. One need not raise his eyebrows to
hear that these two top ranking national heroes,
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Lokanath and Harihar are none other than the
sons of Odisha. Congdering that ‘Ba’ surname
and‘Terd nicknameareexdudvey of Odig, origin
thereisnothing to dishdievethat they hailed from
Orissa. Ther forefathers might have migrated to
East Bengd like thousand other Odiaswho were
making a beeline to Bengal in search of
employment in those days.

From Madho Singh to the Ba Bothers
from 1857 to 1940s a scores of such Orissa
Martyrs died unwept, unsung, unhonoured and
even unidentified and unclaimed and were
consequently totaly forgotten even by our post
independent historians.

Independence Day Anniversary is the
fittest moment to remember with gratitude, these
forgotten heroes whose contribution to the
freedom movement in generd and Revolutionary
movement in particular is second to none and
which any nation can rightly be proud of.

Prafulla Das, P.O. Ragjkanika, Dist. Cuttack.
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Bio- Diveraty and Sustainable Eco-devel opment
In Odishan Context

Introduction:

The Orissa State located on the Bay of Bengd
coast spreads over an area of 1,55,707 sg. km.
It lies between 17°49'-22°.34 |atitude and
81°27'-87°.29 E longitude. With its Stuation on
the tropicad zone, the Bay of Bengd coast on
South-eastern Sde, the hills- sudded easternghats
and wetlands, the Orissa State has been an idesl
resort for biologicaly diverse flora and faund
species. It has 55,11 hectares of forest cover (as
per the government records but the recent remote
sensing observation puts it a much lessi.e. less
than 14 per cent of theland area) and 482 km. of
coast line.

Due to population pressure the forest
cover hasdragticaly shrunk and isnow limited to
afew relic patches in hill tracts. Yet these land
masses are enriched with diverse kinds of
biologicd species. Thereare dso wetlandswhich
are the epitomes of aquatic as well asterredtrid
members. Some of these areas are protected and
somearenot protected. Thereareonly 2 nationd
parks such as Smilipal National Park (845.70
9. km.) and the Bhitarkanika Nationa Park (367
9. km.), one game reserve (Bhetonai Ramand)
for Black Buck and 16 Wildlife Sanctuaries
(6,529.77 q. km.).

The eephant, tiger, deer, crocodile (all
the three types Baula-Crocodylus Porosus,
Gharial-Gavialis gangeticus, and Mugger-
Crocodylus poludtris) are the interesting animas

Dr. S N. Patro

in Orissa State. As on today 65 mammal, 446
bird and 84 reptile pecies have been identified
in Orissa. Sd, asana, champa, mangroves are
some of important plantsin OrissA s forests and
wetlands.

Proper awareness building and
sustainable eco-development around the
biodiversty habitats can only help protect and
conserve biodiversity resources as well as
promote the socio-economic condition of the
people living around these habitats.

Some Important Biodiversity Habitats and
their Wildlife Species:

Topographically the Orissa State is
divided into 4 ditinct zones. It will bein fitness of
things to discuss atleast one or two natura Stes
of each such zone for the benefit of our
informetion. They are(a) Chilikaand Bhitarkanika
in Coadtd Plains, (b) Mahendragiri Hills in the
Eagtern Ghats, (€) Similipd Massif inthenorthern
plateau and (d) Gandhamardan Hillsin the centra
table land.

Chilika L ake:

The Chilika is a brackish water lake or
lagoon unique in Asa It covers a vast area of
1,055 sg. km. which swells to 1,165 sg.km.
during the rainy season and shrinksto 906 sg.km.
during summer. While the lake enjoys the Status
of wetland of International Importance under
Ramsar Convention (as waterfowl habitat) the
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State Government have declared a Sanctuary (in

1987) only in oneidand caled Naaban covering
about 16 sg.km.

Thelakeisendowed with morethan 300
angiogpermic plant gpecies. The vegetation comes
under three categories (a) aguatic, (b) littord and
(c) psamophytic and sand dunes. The
Potamogeton pectinatusis awell spread aguatic
weed here and Aegiceras corniculatum,
Clerodendron innerme and Carissaspinarum are
some of the scrub species. In its fauna the lake
hosts over 150 species of birds out of which 32
per cent aquatic. 22 per cent waders and about
46 per cent areterrestria. Out of the 150 species
only about 27 are indigenous and the rest are
migratory in character. The Brahmini duck
(Todornaferrugined) isabundantly found. Besides,
flamingos (Phoeni copterusreseus) -amagnificient
bird, Bar-headed goose (Anser indicus),
Shovellers (Anas clypegata), common teal (Anas
creeq), pintail duck (Anas accuta), red crested
pochard duck (Nettarufina) and anumber of bird
speciesarethe splendorouswinged gueststo this
lake. The migratory birds find Chilika lake in
Orissa as thelr paradise. About 5 to 6 lakhs of
birds vigt annualy. The Caspanian region of
Sheria LakeBakd, East Kirghiz steppes, Kieva
region of Russig, Ladakh and Tibet region, Kazkh,
Iran are some of the places from wherethe birds
migrate.

The Chilika lake is the home of varied
species of fish (about 150 types—27 are Sweet
water and 131 are sdt water types), shrimp and
crabs. The Tiger Prawn (Penacus monodon) isa
cash crop here. Among terrestrid wild animals
the Black Buck (Antelope cervicapra) is unique
in the Savannas around the Lake. Thereareaso
dolphins (Orcadllabrevirogris), lizards (Varanus
savator), in the waters.

Recently there was amove for intensve
and semi-intengve prawn cultivetion ingde the
lake. Thelocal people were caught between two
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horns of a dilemma; the lake' s deterioration and
depletion of resourcesin onehand andthe arrival
of big farmswith commercid interest in the other
hand. The idea of intensve farming had to be
abandoned due to peopl€'s resistance

Bhitarkanika M angr ove Swamp:

The Bhitarkanika mangrove svamp isa
compact area spreading over about 700 sg.km.,
out of which 380 sg.km. areaiscovered by forests
and the rest by estuarine waters. The mangrove
forest occupiesan areaof 115 sg.km A sanctuary
covering 672 sg.km. with anationa park in 367
sg.km. have been declared in 1975 and 1988
respectively. The confluence of the mouth of
Brahmani, Baitarani and Patsdlaform the estuary
of Bhitarkanika

The vegetation here comes under two
categories namely (8) mangrove formation near
the estuarine banks and (b) sdt-bush formation
in the littord tracts of Satvaya and Gahirmatha
seashore. Thetop canopy of mangrovesismosily
composed of Avicennia officinalis, A. aba,
Heritiera formes, Xylocarpus molucornsis,
Exceocariaagdlochaetc. Thereare scrub jungle
or semideciduousforestsin drier peripherd areas
where Lannea coromandelica, Briddia retusa,
Strychnos nuxvomica, Pterospermum
xylocarpum, etc. appear. The cerbera manghas
(a small tree), Aeanthus volubilis (a robust
climber), Xylocarpus granatum and Heritiera
Kanikends are some of the rare species which
do not gppear in other mangroveforestsin Orissa

Bhitarkanika is known for the rare st
water crocodile (Crocodylus porosus). The
Pecific Olive Ridley Sea Turtle (Lepodicheys
olivacea), amigrant reptile comesto the beach at
Gahiramathain lakhs during the breeding season
(during December to March) for mass nesting.
Among other agquatic animaswater monitor lizard,
mud skipper, lumulus, red crab and a variety of
fish and prawn are notable. In the surrounding
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foregts terredtrial animals like spotted deer, wild

bear, chitd, jackd, hyena, porcupine, fishing cat,
mongoose, python, king cobra etc. are found to
be seen. Theresident and migratory birdsaredso
sighted in the area. They are open hilled storks,
white ibis, grey pelicans, bare headed goose,
brahminy duck etc. migrating in large numbers
during winter. The night heron, cattle egret,
cormorant, grey heron, king fishers, water fowl,
common sand piper, collard dove, parakeetsare
some of the resident birds.

Mahendragiri Hills:

The Mahendragiri Hills complex is one
of the oldest ecosystems in the country. It is
situated on 18°.5-19°.10" N latitude and
80°.00'-84°.24' E longitude in Ggapati Digtrict
of Orissa State, on Eastern Ghats. It is studded
with numerous hills and the prominent ones are
Mahendragiri (1501 m.) and Singraz (1516 m).
This hill forest is rich with geneticdly diverse
speciesbut theforest isnot dense. No protection
measures like sanctuary, national park and
biosphere reserve have been effected here. It
harbours both Himalayan and South Indian
peninsular goecies. Theforests here mainly come
under (a) Tropical Dry Deciduous and
(b) Tropical Moist Deciduous types. The
vegetation can be classfied broadly into 4 types
namely (i) Sal Forests, (ii) Mixed Forests,
(iif) Grasdands and (iv) Scrubs. There are more
than 650 species of flowering plants. The Sal
(Shorea robusta) occurs in different plant
communities. The common associatesare Bahada
(Terminalia bellerica), Harida (T. chebula)
(@) Piasal (Pterocsrpus marsupium), Halanda
(Adina cordifolia), Mahua (Madhuka indica),
Dhaura (Anogeissuslatifolia), Kendu (Diogpyros
melanoxylon) Bamboo (Dendrocaamus gtrictus),
Kunkum (Mdlotus phillippienss) etc. asthe dry
deciduous species whereas Litsea monopetala,
Grewia dispennia, Diospyros peregring, Prunus
pygeoides, etc. are some of the evergreen and
semi-deciduous types. The forests are aso rich
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withorchids. Out of 123 orchid speciesin Orissa
Mahendragiri harbours 32 species.

In its fauna the forests have Panther
(Panthera pardus) Tiger (P. tigris), Elephant
(Elephas maximus), Spotted deer (Axis axis),
Four-horned antel ope (Tetracerus quadricornis),
Wild boar, Wolves, Rat, Wild squirrdl, etc. Besides
Pythons, Garden lizard, Chameleon and nearly
20 types of snakesliveinthe hills.

Similipal Massif:

The Similipa Massif is a rare mixed
tropical forest covering an areaof 2,750 sg. km.
inthenorthern plateau of OrissaState. Itislocated
centraly in the Mayurbhan] Digtrict between

20°.17" - 22°.34 N latitude and 85°.41" -
87°.10" E longitude.

It has four types of forests namely
(8 Northern Semievergreen forest (b) Northern-
moist deciduous forest, (¢) Dry deciduous hill
forest and (d) High levedl Sal forest, grass-land
and Savanna. Some of the floral species of
Similipa—Meghasan complex reprsented the
Australia-Africa-Peninsular India (Ancient
Gondwanaland). The Sdl (Shorearobusta), Smili
(Bombax celba), Arjuna (Terminaia arjuna),
Asana (I. tomentosa), Champa (Michelia
champaka), Jamu (Syzygium cumini), Kendu
(Diospyros melanoxylon), Kumbhi (Careya
arborea), Kusum (Scleichera olesa), Piasal
(Pterocarpus morsupium), Mahua (Madhuca
indica) are some of the principa timber soecies
here. It harbours 92 orchid species out of 123
known in Orissa. There are 20 types of orchids
representing the Himalayan Range and 8 from

Nilgiri Hill Range,

Initswild animasit has Indian Elephart,
Royd Bengd Tiger, Panther, Wild Boar, Adatic
Walf, four-horned Antelopeand avariety of deer,
Gaur (Bosgaurus), many varietiesof snakes, birds
etc. The Smilipd is popularly known for mimic
bird Hill Mynah (Graculardigiosd). In the deep
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river water it shelters the Mugger Crocodile

(Crocodylus paudtris).
Gandhamardan:

The Gandhamardan Hill complex is
Situated on 20°.56' N latitude and 82°.45 E
longitude in western part of Orissa. It spreads
over an areaabout 300 sq. km covering parts of
Sambalpur, Baangiri and Kaahandi Digtricts.
None of the modem protection measures like
sanctuary, national park or biosphere reserve
have been set up here.

It has 4 types of forests such as (@) Dry
deciduous (b) Bamboo, (c) Semi-ever-green and
(d) Grasdand. The most common tree species
are Sd, Piasal, Mohua, Asana, Arjuna, Kumbhi,
Kusuma, Mango etc.

The common faund species are Bear,
Palmcivet, Jungle cat, Leopard, Wild Boar,
Sambar and other deer, BlueBull etc. It dso hogts
avariety of reptilesand birdslike any other forest
in Orissa such as peacock, Fowl, Shikra, Hill
mynah etc.

Out of thetotd estimated bauxitereserves
of 2484,21 million tonnesin the country morethan
50 per cent of the reserve is in Orissa.
Gandhamardan & one contains about 230 million
tonnes of commercia grade bauxite which isthe
second largest Site of depositin Asa. The Bharat
Alumunium Company (BALCO) was granted
lease in 1981 for exploitation of bauxite.
Apprehending the adverse impact of mining of
the natural ecosystem the local peopleregistered
strong protest and the project had to be
abandoned.

Condcluson:

Thebiologica resourcesfeed, clotheand
provide us food, medicines, housing, spritura
nourishment etc. The naturd ecosystemsof fores,
savannahs, pastures, range lands, deserts, rivers,
lakes, oceans, etc. contain most of the
biodiversty. The loss of biodiversty is a globd
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phenomenon arising out of habitat destruction,
over-harvesting and pollution and such other
activities. We mus redlise that, the biological
resources condtitute acapita asset with potentia
for yidding sustainable bendfits.

Decades back one species was being
wiped out from earth’s surface in 190 years but
today we are losing three species every hour.
Proper awareness build up, promotion of eco-
friendly forest and other natural resources based
traditional income generating activities, benefit
sharing among theindigenous people from whom
the resources are harvested by non-indigenous
people and agencies are some of the appropriate
measures worth taken forthwith to protect and
conserve our biological resources for podterity.
The recently adopted Biodiversity Conventionin
the Earth Summit in Rio-de-Janerio isasignificant
event. The Convention has 3 components
(a) Biodivergty Consarvation (b) Sustainableuse
of resources and (c) Equitable distribution of
profits from Biodiverdty. So that, the economic
condition of grassroot level people around
biodiverdty habitatsiseevated which will ensure
sugtained protection of biological resources.

Collection of tubers, roots, leaf, gums,
honey, resins, seeds, flowers, bamboo, cane,
coconut fibresetc. for food, medicine, household
materials, medicinal herbs, cultivation of
mushroom, tassar etc. around biodiveraty habitats
like Mahendragiri, Smilipa, Gandhamardan and
traditiond fish farming around wetlands through
kill development of locd inhabitants, application
of bio-technology and judicious marketing of the
products will go along way for improvement of
economic condition of the grassroot leve people
and conservation of biologicaly diversshbiologica
Species.

Dr. S.N. Patro, Reader in Botany, Rajdhani College,
Bhubaneswar and Secretary, Orissa Environmental
Society, Bhubaneswar-751015.
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Learning without Tears

The school stuation could be joyful and a the
sametimeinnovative. Thishasbeen experienced
in many sateswherethe Joy of Learning, afedtiva
for school children, was conducted by Bharat
Gyan Vigyan Samiti, (BGVS) an autonomous
body created by the Nationa Literacy Mission
Authority, Ministry of HRD, Government of India
A figout of thelesf wastaken whenin December,
93 the nine country Summit for Education For All
(EFA) was hdd in New Dehi and where it was
resolved to complete EFA by the turn of the
century.

Additionally, the Total Literacy
Campaigns (TLCs) in the country have given a
tremendous encouragement to embark on such
targets. Using peopl€ s participation and voluntary
involvement as the main grategies, TLCs have
shown that literacy can be achieved in a short
time in a campaign mode. In fact, it has been
clearly observed that inthose digtrictswherethese
vital components are weak or absent, the
achievement levels are dso poor. Totd Literacy
Campaigns, however, are only one component
of EFA. The magor challenge of EFA is
Universdisation of Elementary Education (UEE).
It hasbeen told time and again that without USEE,
the gainsof TLCswill quickly evaporate. For the
moot question hereisif child does not read and
write what use making the parent literate?

Bhaskar Parichha

Recently Government have launched the
Didrict Primary Education Programmes (DPEP).
For DPEPto be successful, itisimperativethat a
demand be generated in the community itsdlf for
elementary education. Supply side inputs are
necessary, but not adequate to ensure UEE. The
42nd round of Nationa Sample Survey (NSS)
has shown that lack of interest and a drab
environment in schoolsisamgjor factor for school
drop-outs. Itisfor thisstark redity thet theBGV'S
came out with a concrete campaign.

A massive campaign was what required
to rebuild the interest of children in schools and
to motivate parents to ensure that their children
gotoand remaininschools. Thisultimately caled
for making the teaching—learning process in
schools interesting, joyful and relevarnt.

However, such a gigantic task which
requires preparing a proper atmosphere and
mobilizing the community was congpicuousby its
absence in the country. The Joy of Learning
campaign wastaken up with thisobjectivein mind.
The Joy of Learning (JOL) campaign was
undertaken at (a) Gram Panchayat level, (b)
Block leve, (c) Didtrict levd and (d) Nationa
leve.

A typical didrict programme conssted of
about 100-200 Panchayat/School level
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programmes, 8-12 Block level programmes and

onedidrict leve programme. The average number
of children directly participating in the Joy of
Learning festiva was something like 10,000 per
district. About 1,500 - 2,500 teachers and other
citizens were dso involved in each didtrict, that

way making campaign truly participetory.

At the state level, BGV'S date offices
coordinated the programme. Apart from this
severd Joy of Learning Organizing Committees
were formed at district, block and Panchayat
levels. Formation of Panchayat level committees
was given the utmost importance and this was
the thrust area, where the JOL campaign block,
and G. P. Each of these CSF dso used to multiply
the number of resource personsfor thenext levels
of CSFs.

The second component of the Joy of
L earning campaign was cresative competitionsfor
the children. These competitions were organised
along with or just before the Children’s Science
Fegtival. Crestive competitionsvaried from place
to place. One aspect of the creativity corner was
dory ligening. At some placesit was story telling
and in some other places it was plays.

There were dso Quiz competitions for
the children who took part in the festivd. Every
effort was made to make the quiz competition
innovative and not run of the mill type. The
objective of these competitions was not to test
memory of the child but to ignite his/her
inquisitivenessand curiosity about subjectswhich
had no fixed format. Attempts were madeto see
that the competitions do not turn stereotyped.

Theonline creative competitionsincuded
various items like puppet making, room
decoration, rangoli, drawing and painting, collage
meking, origami, dlay modelling, etc. which helped
in excavating the skills of the children.
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There was a component for essay and
eloguence d 0. Thisagain was different from the
Sandard competitions : Implequestions pertaining
to their day-to-day experiences. Apart fromthis,
there were dso avenues to incorporate various
competitionslike; Play writing/mono acting/Hand-
written magazine competitions etc.

The third component of the Joy of
Learning festiva wasthe Science Picnic. At didrict
and block levels, science picnicsor toursformed
an integrd part of the children’s science festival.
The nature and scope of the picnic, of course,
was different depending on locd Stuations. The
basic objective of the ‘picnic’ was to promote
the observation skillsof the children and to expose
them to red life—gtuations. Picnic spots could
vary from a cycle shop to arallway dation or
from a village pond to ariver bank. In order to
meake the science picnics interesting and useful,
resource personsweretrained in thesmilar vein.

On the lagt day of the programme, the
participating children and resource persons are
involved in organising an exhibition cum village
learning festival, for the benefit of the entire
Panchayat. Variousactivitiesthat the children have
learnt during the festival are expected to be
exhibited by the participating children. Effortsare
madeto invited| the children (non-school goings,
dropouts) and their parents so that they get
motivated to go to school or send their children
to school — themain object of thevillagelearning
fegtivd being mativating involving the non-school
going children and their parents.

For the successful conduct of the Joy of
Learning programme anumber of trained persons
were required. At the nationd level the resource
support was given by All India Peoples Science
Network (AIPSN) and itsmember organisations
like the Kerda Saedtra Sahitya Parishad, Tamil
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Nadu Science Forum, Eklavya. The date level
resource group was oriented at NCERT, New
Ddhi.

At the culmingtion of the Joy of Learning
campaign aNationd Level Children Festiva was
organised inthe Bharatiyam Complex, New Ddhi
from November 7, ( C.V. Raman’s Birth day) to
November 14 (Jawaharla Nehru's Birth day).
Two children (one girl and one boy) from esch
didrict of the states were invited for the festival.
The naiond level children’'s fedivd was again
conducted in the guest—host mode. About 500
guest children from various parts of the country,
and 500 host children and resource persons,
representatives of teachers organisations and
activigsinthefied of education weredsoinvited
to get afed of the Joy of Learning programme.

To consolidate the efforts of building up
a conducive environment for primary education
by motiveating parents, teachers, sudents and the
community and to make the process joyful and
relevant through regular research and
developments, Childrens Resource Devel opment
Centres have been thought of. In Odishain fact,
acentre hasaready comeup. In Orissainfact, a
centre have been thought of.

A programme of this nature, with such
massveinvolvement of theteachers, sudentsand
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the community at large has to have a sustained
future. Unless the gains are consolidated and the
energy generated and channdised to even greater
ends, thewhole effort will end up inawhimper. It
is with this object that the Joy of Learning
programme is being followed up by activities
which will not only make the school atmosphere
more invigorating but will dso usher in achange
in the primary education scenario of the country.

The follow-up activities of the JOL
programme have been thought of in severd ways.

*  Sdting up of Baa Sabhas in villages which
will haveanodd centrefor science education
and upgrading of knowledge.

*  Strengthening Children’s Resource
Deve opment Centreslocated in various Sate
offices of BGVS as a resource unit for
Universaization of Primary Education.

*  Intervention in the block primary education
field through non-forma education.

*  |ntervention in the school curriculum etc.

Bhaskar Parichha, A/16. Barmunda Housing Board,
Bhubaneswar-3.
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Mahatma Gandhi appears to be a paradox. On
the one hand, he is regarded as a traditionalist
whose ideas appear irrdlevant in the context of
modern society. On the other hand, some people
regard him as a post-modernist who gave a
critique of modern civilization and provided
solutions to its problems. His booklet Hind
Swarg), published in 1909 apparently seems to
be a defence of traditiond Inidan values. Some
regard it as anationdist tract. Others seeit asa
critiqueof modern civilization. Somearere uctant
to regard Gandhi as a Post-modernist. As
observed by Ajit Kumar Jha, "To describe
(Gandhi) as a post-modernist is a gross
misunderstanding of his philosophy. One of the
basic assumptions of post-modernism is the
principle of ethica relativism. The Mahatma
whose entire life was dedicated to experimenting
with truth believed in absolute truth.”

Mahama Gandhi was a freedom fighter
aswell asasocid reformer. He attributed Indias
political davery to socid degeneration. Therefore,
to him socid recongruction wasindispensablefor
winning Swarg in the true sense of term. Many
who accepted Gandhi'sleadership inthe struggle
for winning Swarg attached less importance to
condructive programme than winning freedom
from British rule. But after independence from
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Relevance of Gandhian VAues in
Post-Independence India

Dr. Atul Chandra Pradhan

colonia davery in independent India people
reglise more than ever before the need for socia
recongtruction. Not only inindependent Indiabut
aso in the world outside after the second World
War ahogt of peoplearefound working for socid
regeneration on Gandhian lines. As pointed out
by Antony Copley, "If dl these individuds and
movementsthat have been influenced by Gandhian
idedls were to be ligted it would read like arall-
call of the great moralists of the twentieth century
and of its crusades.”

Towards the end of freedom struggle
Mahatma Gandhi was contemplating the
transformation of Congress into an organisation
for socid rebuilding. While Congress badcaly
remained a politica party with commitment to
socid recongtruction, some of Gandhi's ardent
associates like Vinoba Bhave, Kishorlal
Ghanashyam Mashruwala, J.C. Kumarappa,
KakaKaekar, DadaDharmadhikari, Shankarrao
Deo, DhirendraMgumdar, JB. Kripdini and Jaya
Prakash Narayan (al of who except Jaya Prakash
Narayan had been associated with Gandhi's
congtructivework in pre-independence era) took
up constructive work and Sarvoday after
independence. At a later phase, following
Gandhian line a number of socid activids like
MedhaPatkar, AnnaHgareand histeam, Aruna
Roy and other have been doing socia work.
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Of dl theasociates of MahatmaGandhi,
Vinoba Bhave was regarded as his mogt befitting
mora and spiritua heir. His Bhoodan movement
which originated in response to the communist
inspired Telengana revolution in south India
resulted in the distribution of 12,00,000 acres of
land among the landless peasants; it was a
deliberate response to the challenge of
communism. Communigslike P.C. Joshi admitted
that they had much to learn from the nature of
Gandhi's appeal to peasantry. Jaya Prakash
Narayan, another prominent Sarvoday |eader
who had played animportant rolein Indian public
life and was a Marxian when Gandhi lived
admitted that his quest for socidism ultimately
landed himin Gandhism. Heobserved "The same
old beacon lights of freedom, equality and
brotherhood that had guided the course of my
lifeand brought meto democratic socidism drew
me onwards around this turning of the road. My
regret is that | did not reach this point in lifes
journey while Gandhiji wasdtill inour midst.”" Jaya
Prakash found no contradiction between
Gandhism and socidism and admired its mord
and ethical basis, insistence on values,
revolutionary technology in the shape of civil
disobedience and insstence on politica and
economic decentralisation.

Gandhi preached political and economic
decentraisation. The Government of Independent
India have been trying to implement village uplift
and Panchayati Rg, though they have not been
very successful in these fronts. Without
decentrdisation it is not possible to establish an
egditarian society. GDH Cole went very near
Sarvoday thought, when he observed; "l am
neither a communist nor a Socia Democrat,
because | regard both as creeds of centrdisation
and bureaucracy, wheress| fed surethat asocidist
society thet isto betrueto itsequditarian principle
of human brotherhood must rest on the widest
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possible diffusion of power and responsbility so
asto enlist the participation of asmany aspossible
of its citizens in the task of democratic self
government.”

Gandhi visualised the evils of
overcentralisation and modern industrid culture
and asacorrective suggested returntovillagelife.

Gandhian technique of Satyagraha
requires ahigh degree of mord integrity. Though
it had been adopted as a weapon during our
sruggle for freedom, it had not been given afair
trid. Theefficacy of Satyagrahaasatechnique of
resstanceto foreign invasion has not been tested.
But Gandhi's advocacy of non-violence and
peace holds good more than ever before when
man has invented the most powerful instruments
of destruction. When the devastation caused by
the dropping of aom bombs in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki was narrated by Jawaharlal Nehru to
Mahatma Gandhi, the later obseved that this
wanton destruction had confirmed hisfaith in God
and non-violence.

The way Mahatma Gandhi had resisted
gpartheid in South Africalater on became a part
of wider struggle againgt colonidism and neo-
coloniaism. Gandhi's techniques were adopted
by the leaders of new generation in Africa -
Walter Saulu, Oliver Tamb and Nelson Mandela

Gandhi's ideas and principles are know
al over theworld. Volumes have been written on
them. Though experiments in Gandhian ideas
have not been aways successful, yet if mankind
isto live in peace and happinessin future, it can
do so by following Gandhian principles.

Dr. Atul Chandra Pradhan, M1G-68, Baramunda
Housing Board Colony, Bhubaneswar-751003.
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Participation of \Women in the National Movement
and Feminig Consciousnessin Colonid Odisha

()
Oh you men,if you do not rise up thistime
We will march forward clad in warrior's dress
Wewomen,coming out of the seclusion,
Will take up the sword of non-cooperation
In the thick of fight of peaceful Satyagraha
Will march in procession batch by batch
What though our heads are hung on the galows
We fear not the funerd pyre or fire pit.
To-day the commander has called
Rise ye, the heroic sons of India.
Into this unique battlefield of non-cooperation
Enter ye one by one girding up your loins.
Yeadl| the famous heroes of India
Come forward at the call of the Commander.
Gandhi, the grestest Y ogi,is your leader
ye men and women rise up thinking of Siva
No usethereis of guns and cannon in this
The only weapon isyour life.
The drops of your blood are shots and powder
Come ye armed with this wesgpon
Y our commander has called
Come who will firg offer hislife
Come together ye Hindus, Mussamans.
Skhs, Parss, Buddhists, Jaws and Christians.
Your homeisin Hindugtan
Insult to it isinsult to you.
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Thesewords of Kuntala Kumari Sabat
in her revolutionary poem Ahwanat in 1930 in
the wake of the spread of the Gandhian strategy
against colonialism and British imperialism
interestingly explain the consciousness of women
in colonia Orissaand their marked participation
inthe nationa movement. Thisconsciousnessfirg
cameinBengd inthelast phase of the 19" century
among thewomen. Themost powerful periodica
Banga Mahila appeared in 1876 expressing the
nationaigtic ideas of Bengdi womer?. It was in
the second decade of the 20" century only the
Oriya women got their first periodical
Paricharikato expresstherr ideas’. There were
women poets like Sulakshyana Devi and
Sulochana Devi who had the courage to speak
againg orthodoxy inawell known periodicd like
Sambalpur Hiteisini, but thetonewasvery mild
and was ill not comparable with that of the
Bengdi women. Orissatill the 1920s lacked the
leedership of apowerful women like Sardla Devi-
Chaudhuruni-thefirg Bengdi women leader inthe
nationd movement*. In the 20" century with the
advent of the Gandhian phase women in India
participated in large numbers againgt colonidism
and British imperidism. Thear involvement in the
national movement had alinkage with thewomen
movement which was directed at first to the
shaping of thefeminist consciousness. Orissalike
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Bengd in the Gandhian phase provided a fine

paradigm of feminist consciousness. In Orissathe
role of women in the anti-colonia struggle led to
the concurrent progress of the feminist
consciousness on the dominant trends of a
patriarcha culture. This feminist consciousness
adong with women participation in the nationd
movement condtitutes a Sgnificant aspect of the
history of Swarg. This paper looks a some of
these trends in Orissa in the Gandhian phase.

Q)

A consciousness for female education
was dready fostered by many socid activigslike
Chaturbhuja Pettnaik, Viswanath Kar,Srivatsa
Panda,Jayamangd Rath and Baragi Mishra in
Orissa. But the educational activities did not
suddenly change the attitude of women in Orissa
towardsthe problemswhich were perplexing the
entire country. Even if the femae education was
encouraged, the house- wife culture(to be
confined to the four walls of the father-in-law's
house) was much appreciated in Orissa. Women
writings were not found relating to the politica
problems in the country even in the beginning
decade of the 20" century A.D. KuntalaKumari
Sabat, Sarda Devi and Basanta Kumari Devi
actudly set a stage for women consciousness
which became widespread with others
participation. Kuntala Kumari through her
patriotic poems stimulated the Oriyawomen and
particularly her Ahwan on Gandhian movement
became very popular with thewomen intherura
aress. It was Saradla Devi who stood as the most
prominent woman activist in the anti-colonial
grugglein Orissa. Her participationinthenationd
movement and her consequent effort to feminize
political and socia discourse to foster feminist
consciousness in Orissa were redly interesting
agpectsof our enquiry on the nationa movement.
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Fromatypical consarvative upper middle
class set up Sardaemerged like afiery deity and
contributed a lot to the movement for the
empowerment of women in colonia Orissa. Her
entry into the nationdigt politics, her articulation
of Oriya identity, her oppostion to the house-
wifeization and her search for women freedom
have been presented in the periodicals and the
journas of the time. The famous Sabuja poet in
OrissaAnada Sankar Ray in hisauto-biography
has presented the life of Sarda before she came
to the focus of Orissa palitics in an interesting
manners. Sarala Devi(1904) from her very
childhood had an independent mind. Shehad dso
enlightened hersdf by reading many books in
English and Bengdi. In the 1920s the Sabuja
group contributed to the fostering of a new
atmosphere for romantic Oriya literature.
AnadaKaindi, Baikuntha, Harihara and Sarat
Chandra were the five friends in this group. The
group was determined to publish anovd entitled
Basanti in the well-known journal Utkala
Sahitya. They wanted 12 persons to write the
novel. But they were only five. They gave out a
declaration for the writing of the novel. The
addressof Kdindi Panigrahi waspublishedinthe
newspaper for this purpose. Sarda gave aletter
to participate in the novel writing. From her letter
Anada was convinced that she was enough
talented to write anovel. He advised her to talk
to Kdindi and & last she became a member to
write. Thisparticipation of Sardawith the Sabuja
group deepened her knowledge and she was
possibly thinking to be a literary figure with dl
independence. Her marriage with Bhagirathi
Mahapatra, son of a Jamindar in Jagatsinghpur
restricted her activities for a time. She did not
want this early marriage and it was forced upon
her. Theredricted lifein her father-in-law'shouse
was beyond her tolerance. Shewanted to befree
from thisand so therewasarevolting tendency in
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her mind during that phase. But freedom was not
easy to achieve. She had a comfortable family
life, but thisRagi Yubati(angry lady) as recaled
by Anada Shankar wanted freedom and free
paticipatiioninthesocid life. After shegavebirth
to a son, she got some freedom and therewas a
sort of understanding between hersdlf and her
husband. Already during that time Gandhian
programmeswere popular in Orissaand shecould
influence her husband to be active for the cause
of the country. A nationalist institution like
Alakashrama was established in Jagatsnghpur
in which Bhagirathi Mahapatra was associated
and the inspiration of Sarda was there for him.

Theriseof Sardain politicsinthat Gandhian phese
was so well-known that H.K.Mahatab in his
workDasha Varshara Odisha had given a
creditable place to her in nationalist struggle for
assarting hersdf in the face of great problems’.

When Sarda started her politica and
literary career, a band of women activists hed
already come to the forefront-Manorama
Devi,Nishibada Nayak, Pramoda Sundari Devi,
Rasapriya Devi,Kokila Devi, Vishnupriya Devi
and Jahnavi Devi. They were actively engaged in
the reforming activities for the uplift of womenin
the society. At that sageafamouswoman activist
was Basanta Kumari Devi. In 1927 when
Mahatma Gandhi wasplanning tovisit Orissashe
wrotealetter for thewomen which was published
inUtkala Dipika of 10" December 1927. She
stated that Mahatma was wel comed by women
in the different parts of the country during his
tour and that they could happily grant
donations. In Cuttack there were ladies, but
there was no arrangement on their behalf to
present donations for his Khadi programmes.
Was mahatma wor king for themalesonly? The
spread of Khadi work would be very useful to
the ladies. The widows would be the most
benefitted by this programme. Now-a-daysall
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types of women are conscious of their duties
and rights and they are prepared to work for
their country. What about the Oriya
women(Odiyani)?Would they remain only in
the kitchen room? She appeded to theladies of
Cuttack to present donationsto M ahatma Gandhi
according to their capacity for the spread of
Khadi work. This apped clearly emphasized the
point of women consciousness in Orissa during
the beginning phase of Gandhian leadership.

Asearly as1927-28 women demand for
the reform of the society was forceful in Orissa.
Sarala through her discourse created a new
consciousness. Her important articles containing
the problems of women in India-Hindu
Samrajyare Nari Samasya O Sansthiti(\WWomen
problemsin the Hindu Society),Adhunika Yugare
Odia Nari(Oriya Women in the Modern
Age),Kanyasunakatha(about the purchase of
girls on payment for marriage) gppeared in the
Weekly Newspaper Asha in 1929 and
subsequently by 1935 she had composed
booklets like Utkalare Narisamasya, Narira
Davi, Bharatiya Mahila Prasanga, Narira
Jagata and Virangana. These were actualy
discourses and aimed to foster feminist
consciousnessin Orissa. No woman writer could
write such powerful prose pieces like that of
Sardain the 1930s and 1940s particularly with
the purpose of activisng women and conscioudy
engaging their attention to the congructiveworks
in the society as well as articulating the neo-
identity of the Oriyas. No doubt Kuntala
presented patriotic poems which contributed to
the women consciousness. But Sarala was
respong ble through the feminization of socid and
political discourses in creating feminist
constiousnessin Orissa Theartideswerefull with
revolutionary and radical ideas and in them there
wasabold atempt to reform apatriarchd culturd
Set-up.
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Sadasrolein the anti-colonid struggle
led her to be associated with villages. She strove
for female education and constructive
programmes. A good example of this type was
her admiration for the nationdist inditutions like
Alakashrama of Jagatsinghpur and Gandhi
Sevashramaof Champapur which was established
by the famous Gandhian Govinda Mishrét. In
November 1931 Sarala presented an account of
this indtitution after her vigt to the area. She
wanted this Sevashrama to be a centre of
Congressactivitiesand congtructive programmes.

Sarda took an active role in the Civil
Disobedience Movement of Mahatma Gandhi
and she was arrested on 31 May 1930 while
she was proceeding to Palasa through the
Brahmapur Railway datiorf. Shewastriedinthe
sub-divisond court of Chhatrapur and wasgiven
six months imprisonment. She was sent to the
women jall a Velore In consequence of her
imprisonment in Berhampur there was one day
Hartal on 2 June. In the morning about one
thousand people started procession by Kirtan and
there was a great meeting a Hatagpada in the
evening in protest to thisevent. According to the
report of the weekly newspaper Nabeen of 3¢
June 1930 there were eight women leaders
including Saradla Devi who were arrested by that
date. The other women leaders were Sarojini
Nadu, Kandadevi Chattopadhyaya,L akshmipati
Mandrgji, Durgadevi, Satyavati(grand-daughter
of Svami Sraddhananda), Kamala Devi and
Simati Mitra. Thisimprisonment of Sardlain the
Civil Disobedience Movement elevated her
position. She was released after ix months in
December 1930.

In the 1930s and 1940s she was very
busy in the making of the feminist consciousness
in Orissa. In her articles published in different
periodicasand journa s she demanded economic
independence for women. Her articles in large
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number focusng spedifically women movement
in Orissa were published in well-known
periodicaslikeAsha, Nabeen andinthejournds
like Utkala Sahitya and Sahakar a. Highlighting
her contribution in 1934 Modern Review of
Cdcutta(in its November issue) remarked;

Smt. SardaDevi of Utkdaisthefirst lady
to be gppointed as the Director of the Cutack
Central Co-operative Bank. Orissa owes much
to her activity, both in the political sphere and
socid reform activities. She has given a strong
impetusto the progress of thewomen's movement
in that province. She has broken through thelong
standing Purdah system prevalent in her
community. She is a member of the All-India
Congress Committee. She presided over the
Tamilnadu Women's Conference held a Erode
inthe Madras Presdency. Sheisasdf-madelady,
having fought her way in dl her sruggles with
orthodox society and adverse circumstances.

Sardagot agood postioninthe All India
sphere during the 1930s like Jethi Kripalini,
Bhagubai Desai who were very famousin India

Like Sarda Devi there were many other
prominent women leadersand activigtsin Orissa
In the 1920s and 1930s Ramadevi, Mdatidevi,
Sailabala Das, Pratibha Kar, Suprabha Kar,
Sukhalata Rao, Sudhanshubala Hazra, Sargjini
Chaudhuri, Sundarmani Parija, Nirmaa Devi,
Haimabeti Devi, Avanti Devi, Anngpurna Rukmani
Devi, Vishnupriya Devi, Sta Devi and many
others became active in Orissa and they had
participation not only in the nationd movement
but dsointhemeaking of thefeminist constiousness
in Orissal®. Their congructiveworksinthe Gandhi
Sevashrama at Champapur, Kadua Ashram at
Sakhi Gopa and in Bari Sevashrama definitey
point to their earnest effort for women
regenerationin Orissa. Itisinteresting to note that
Sunamani Devi and Annapurna Sahoo could
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proceed to Sabarmati Ashram of MahatmaGandhi
for sufficient training which could hdp them to
work congructively in Orissa. In 1930 thewomen
workers were needed to undertake Khadi work
in Alakashrama and we know from the auto-
biography(Jibana Pathe) that Prafulla, wife of
Biswanath Hota of Balasore Lakshmi, wife of
Satyabadi Nanda of Puri, Sobha, wife of
Antaryami Panda of Ganjam and Gunamanjari,
wife of Labihari of Puri cameto the Ashram for
this purposet*. This indicates a growing women
consciousness in Orissain the Gandhian phase.

The Quit IndiaMovement or the August
Revolution of 1942 marked thefina phase of the
mass upsurge againg British colonidism'2. It was
conspicuous by its quantitative and quditative
territorial reach as well as broad socia reacht®.
Women in Orissa took active part in this
movement?4. Rama Devi and Maati Devi were
arrested during thismovement. Nandini Devi, then
a student leader, dso had an active participation
in this phase of the national movement?®.
Chakradhara Mahapatra a well-known writer in
Oriszain an interesting article focused the role of
Nandini in the movement and in that article he
presented the reactive tone of the people of
Cuttack by her arrest?. Nandini Sarted to write
short stories on the situation in Orissa and
published them in Nabeen, a powerful weekly
literary newspaper from Brahmapur?”. Women
leaders in Puri, Sambapur and Ganjan were
equaly consciousin this phase.

There were some feminist magazines in
Orissa during this phase. The first was
Paricharika or Skshya Darpan which was
edited by Basant Kumari Devi in the middle of
the second decade of the 20" century A.D. Sarda
Devi had contributed Rs.24 in 1919 for its
publicatiort®. Sarala herself edited a woman
magazine named Sabita which was short-lived.
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On behaf of Bihar Orissa Women Council
Sukhalata Rao had published and edited Aloka
which contained women writings. Sarat Kumari
Samantaray on behalf of Utkala Christian
Association aso edited for some time awomen
megazine cdled Prabhat whichwasmoreonthe
missionary activities in Orissa than on women
problemsin general. However, from 1937 Sarda
Devi published her views for feminist
consciousness in Orissa in a permanent column
cdled Mahila Mahala in awell-known monthly
Oriya magazine named Sahakara®®.

Themog powerful articulationonfeminist
identity in Orissa came from Sarala Devi in
connection with the publication of highly obscene
meatters relating to the ladies in the 1940s when
she took all successful steps against this
publicatior?®. SaralaDevi as Secretary of Utkala
SahityaSamg in aletter to the Premier of Orissa
on 9" November 1943 intimated on thisaspect?.
She gtated in her |etter-" As the representative of
the women of Orissa | have brought it to your
serious notice time and again that the papers, the
Satkatha edited by Raghu Rout and the
Niankhuntaby Godavarish Mahapatra have been
publishing highly obscene matters relaing to
ladies. If | remember aright you were pleased to
assure me that your Government would do
everything possible to suppress this unbridied
licence enjoyed by these two papers. Recently
the Utkdla Sahitya Samq), the premier literary
body of Orissa and Orissa States, brought it to
the natice of your Government in its petitions dated
27" September 1943 addressed to the Chief
Secretary that (1) the pgper NiankhuntainitsVIlth
issue of the year 3 has published a poem named
Nari O Mahanadi in the 4" sanza of which the
editor had referred to the genital organ of alady
and shamedessy writtenthat it wasdegp and long
like the Satkosa Ganda of the river Mahanadi
with maeorgansinit and countlesssemind germs
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and that (I1) the books, Bibaha Bigyana and

Kamabigyana published by the Manmohan
Press,Cuttack contained highly obscene matters
in the shape of vulgar description of sexual
matters, named pictures and portraits of the
different poses of sexua coitus. The bookswere
found in our library and wefound aso that young
students were reading them from day to day with
great enthusiaam.

We requested your Government to take
action againg the editor, printer,publisher andthe
proprietor of the press in which the Niankhunta
and those two books had been printed under
section 292 |PC which isacognizable offencein
the pena code. But instead of ordering the
magistracy and the police to take action under
this section your Government in their letter
N0.3410 dated the 25" October 1943 of the
Specid Section shook dl responshility in the
matter and suggested that the Utkala Sahitya
Samg if it o liked should indituteacrimind case.
| must submit thet thisattitude of your Government
istotaly incondstent with the kind assurance you
gave methat it would do everything in its power
to suppressthe gutter press of Orissa. The Utkal
Sahitya Sama had also moved the police and the
police had under section 292 arrested not only
the editor of the Niankhunta but also the
proprietor of the Saraswata Press of Cuttack in
which it is printed. They had also started
investigation in right earnest dthough it is not
known what exactly they had done with regard
to the books BibahaBigyanaand KamaBigyana.

But unfortunately the order of the Under
Secretary to your Government in specia section
referred to above had a damping effect on the
police and they have suddenly dropped the case
againg the Niankhunta. It is quite likely thet the
decision of your Government not to take any
action has percolated to the police and the
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magidtrate of Cuttack and they have without any
judtification dropped the prosecution againgt the
Niankhuntaafter having duly arrested the persons
connected with its publication. It is possble that
they will not take any action againg the persons
connected with the publication of the two books
referred to above.

It is understood that after arresting the
persons connected with the publication of the
Niankhunta the police referred the matter to the
Government pleader, Cuttack who has opined
that the case cannot stand. The conduct of this
Government Pleader was suspected in connection
with the case pending againgt the Satakathawhen
he dropped some respectable prosecution
witnesses without any justifying cause. The
incident isquitewe | knownto you and now again
the same Government Pleader has come to the
picture by completely sabotaging a smilar case
against the paper Niankhunta. The Oriya
Trandator to the Government who aso deposed
infavour of theeditor of the Satakathahasjoined
handswith the Government Pleader and submitted
athoroughly mideading trandation of the sanza
4 of the dleged obscene poem.”

In the end she Stated that the Premier of
Orissawould be pleased to cdll for the file from
the police and judge whether there was or was
not a case againg the Niankhunta and whether
the policewasjudtified in dropping the case againgt
the paper or not. Thusshewasvery critical of the
obscene literature in Orissa and wanted strong
action from the sde of the Government against
this design.

In concluson we may add that in the
wonderful awakening in India in the Gandhian
phase of anti-colonid struggletherewastheclear
demand on the part of the women for freedom
and sdf-development asd sofor sarvice?. Service
without freedom isdavery asdated by Rajkumari
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Amrita Kaur?®, Women's movement is the full
expresson of indinctive desire of womentorise
tofull liberty of soul, tothefullest development as
human beings. To serve wholeheartedly, to give
without stint, is an essential part of the
development of a free woman. These words of
Amrita Kaur were not only applicable to the
women movement in some parts of India they
were adso gpplicable for the women activigts of
Orissain the Gandhian phase. In Orissawomen
had long been pushed to the seams of history. A
conscious resistance appeared during the
Gandhian phase dueto theinteraction of severd
forcesand the margindization of womenin history
andin society could be pushed asde by the efforts
of many women in Orissa
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Freedom Struggle in Odisha

Soon dfter the British occupation of Odisha in
1803 freedom struggle began in different parts of
the Province in the form of armed resistance,
protest and rebellion againgt the dien authorities.
In 1804, the first agitation was witnessed in
Khurdaduring the tenure of minor king Mukunda
Devall. Jayee Rgaguru, theindomitable minister
of the Rgawas hanged in 1805 for abetting the
rebellion and became the first martyr of Odisha.

The defective land revenue system and
administrative vagaries of the British rulers
continued to cause discontent among the people
and asaresult, there broke out an armed rebellion
by the Paiks that took place in 1817 under the
leadership of Buxi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar
Mohapatra Bhramarabara Ray or Buxi
Jagabandhu, the military Commander of the Rgja
of Khurda. The rebellion was not confined to
Khurdaaone. It spread likewild fireand touched
the borders of Pipili, Harispur, Kujang and
Pettamundai. L ater on, vigorous military measures
were taken by the British to restore order and
recover the lost places. Mukundadev-I1 was
captured by the British and the rebellion was
suppressed with proclamation of Martia Law.
Buxi Jagabandhu breathed hislast on 24 January
1829 a Cuttack. The underground fight which
Buxi carried on with the British Government

Balabhadra Ghadai

immortaized his name as a patriot in the mind of
the millions of people of Odisha. Even today, the
name of Buxi Jagabandhu is taken with a sense
of pride by everyonein this gate.

After tenyearsof Pak Rebdlion, in 1827
the people of Tgpangagarh under the leadership
of SamantaMadhaba Chandra Samantaray, their
Dalbeherarebelled against the oppressiverule of
the British. At theingtigation of Madhabachandra,
the people refused to pay rent to the British. The
British authorities took a strong view of the
Stuation and Lieutenant Colonnel Harcourt sent
an ultimatum to the Dalbehera of Tapang to clear
the arrear rent immediately and surrender himself
in the court a Khurda. But Dabehera Madhab
Chandra paid little heed to the ultimatum and
prepared himsdlf for a confrontation with the
British. Col. Harcourt marched to Tgpang with a
contingent of British force in June 1827 and met
therebelsin the battle field of Khandagoda near
Tapang. After a protracted fight the rebels were
repelled and the revolt was finally subdued.
Da beherasubsequently surrendered tothe British
and was pardoned for his nobility and bravery.

In 1835 arebelion broke out in Ghumsur
under the leadership of the Kondh leader Kamal
Lochan DoraBisoyeewhojoined therebelionin
support of Dhanurjay Bhanja for restoration of

31




Odisha Review

Bhanja family to power. A vigorous military

operation was undertaken by the British to
suppress the Kondh insurgents and most of them
were either shot dead or hung upon the trees.
Dora Bisoyee was captured in 1837 and was
made agate prisoner in Ooty near Madras. There
he breathed his last in 1846 leaving behind a
glorious legacy of brave and resolute struggle
againgt the British. After his sad demise, his
nephew Chakra Bisoyee continued the rebellion
in Ghumsur for two decadesfrom 1837 to 1856.
All atempts to cgpture him faled. This vaiant
Kondh chief never surrendered to the British in
Spite of the British offer of pardon. After dl the
Ghumsur rebellion provided the proper
background to the rising of the subsequent
freedom movements in and around Odisha

Thegreat rising of 1857 known as Sepoy
Mutiny or the First War of Independence which
broke out at Meerut on the 10th May had its
shadow cadt in different parts of India including
Odisha. Of those great patriots who actively
participated in it, soecid mention may be made
of Ramakrushna Samanta Singhara, Chakhi
Khuntia, SurendraSai, Madho Singh, Hati Singh
and afew others.

Ramakrushna Samanta Singharawasthe
ex-Zamindar of Baiaunder Jgpur Police Station
of Cuttack digtrict. On account of the ‘ Sunset
Law’ introduced by Lord Cornwallis, hedongwith
many Zamindars was deprived of the Zamindari.
SoinAugust 1857, he organized the Khandayats
under his banner to rise against the British.
Ramakrishna aongwith his two main followers
Dinabandhu Mohapatraand Upendra Jenawere
arrested and sentenced to 5 years rigorous
imprisonment. After the declaration of amnesty
by the British Govt. in Nov, 1858 Ramakrushna
and his associates were rel eased.
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Chakhi Khuntia, also caled Chandan
Hajuri, a Sepoy Pandaof Puri by professonwas
another popular leader who played a sgnificant
rolein the sensationa drama of the Great Revolt
of 1857 in Odisha, As a Panda he used to vist
up-country- military station to induce the Sepoys
tovist the sacred shrine. Accidentally he became
thefamily Priest of Jhangrani Laxmiba, the great
leader of the Rising of 1857 and took active part
in anti-British activities. He also established
regular contact with the Sepoysof the 13th Bengd
Native Infantry (B.N.l.) which revolted at
Lucknow. On account of this, he was arrested
on suspicion in Bihar but as there was no proof
of hisinvolvement in the revolt, he was released
on 15th November, 1858, Chakhi Khuntia,
however, has become a greet patriot of Odisha

In Sambal pur, the sorit of rebelion was
most fierce under theleadership of” SurendraSa,
the Chauhan Prince of Sambalpur. It was 30 years
before the Great Risng of 1857 that Surendra
Sa launched a resstance movement againg the
British over a succession issue. He could not be
captured and kept the flame of revolt aglow till
1864 while the Great Revolt collgpsed in 1858.
At last hewas captured in 1864 and was detained
in Adrrgarh fort, where he breathed his last on
February 28, 1884.

There were yet a few other veteran
leedersof Samba pur regionwhosesgnificantrole
in the Indian Mutiny of 1857 can’t be ignored.
Madha Singh, the Zamindar of Ghenslocated in
Sambapur region and his three sons namely
Kunjd Singh, Hati Singh and Bairi Singh took
active part in fighting againg British rule. One of
the British Commander named Woodbridge was
killed in abattle. Their attack was so formidable
that after the suppression of the revolt in other
partsof India, they concentrated their effortsand
subdued them. Madha Singh was captured and
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hanged to death in 1858. In 1865, the three

brothers were arrested. Of them Hati Singh was
sentenced to transportation for life and died in
the Jail. Kunja Singh was sentenced to desth and
Bari Singh died a Sambdpur. The rebdlion in
Sambd pur was suppressed ruthlesdy. Although
the Mutiny in India collgpsed in 1858, fighting in
Sambapur continued up to 1862 and this was
perhaps the lagt didrict in India in which the
numbers of disturbances of 1857 were findly
stamped out.

It was during the last part of the 19th
century that the Bhuyans of Keonjhar raised a
revolt againg the despotic rule of RgaDhanurjaya
Bhanja. When he forced the Bhuyans to work
for excavating a canal from the river
Machhkandana to Kendujhargarh through hills
and forests, it was strongly repulsed by
Dharanidhar who indtigated the Bhuyans and other
tribals like Bathudi, Kolha and Saunti to rise
enmassagang thetyrannica ruleof theRga The
Bhuyans looted the granaries and procured guns
and cannons to wage war. The revolt of the
Bhuyans took a violent turn. Later the British
Government arrested Dharanidhar by hatching a
conspiracy. Dharanidhar was detained in Cuttack
for sevenyears. Later on hewasreleasedin 1897
and led thelife of asaint. Thelast part of the 19th
century witnessed amass uprising in Sundergarh
under the leadership of BirshaMunda. Heraised
hisvoiceagang the British Government to convert
the Adivass into Chrigtenings. Later on he was
charged of sedition and was imprisoned many a
timetill hewas poisoned to death in June 1900 a
the age of 25 in Ranchi Jal. Odisha shall ever
remember the sacrifice of this great Adivas
Leader.

The formation of the Indian National
Congressin December, 1885 by Allan Octavian
Hume, a retired Civil Servant of the British
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Government helped alot in the growth of national
consciousness among the Indians. Leaders like
Madhusudan Das, Nanda Kishore Ba, Gopal
Chandra Prahargj, Biswanath Kar, Madhusudan
Rao, Gokulananda Choudhury promoted
Congress ideologies and programmes and
popularized its principles.

The Swadeshi Movement which the
Bengalis started in protest againgt the partition of
Benga on 16 October, 1905 had considerable
impact ontheintdligentsaof Odisha. Inresponse
to the Swadeshi Movement protest meetings
were held in Cuttack, Puri, Balasore, Samba pur
and other places to express sympathy with the
movement in Bengd. People from al walks of
life joined the movement with great enthusasm
and were very much inspired to use indigenous
goods and boycott foreign goods.

With the entry of Mahama Gandhi into
the politicd maingream of Indiain 1919, a new
phase began in the history of Indid's freedom
sruggle. Hisfirst war cry againg the British was
made after the passage of the Rawlatt Act’ and
the Jdliwanawala Bagh Massacre of 13 April,
1919. Gandhiji’s Non-Cooperation Movement
reverberated throughout Indiaand itsechoeswere
felt in Odisha too. In 1921 the Utka Pradesh
Congress Committee was formed with Pandit
Gopabandhu Das as President. He was the
organizer of the SatyagrahaMovement in Odisha
Gandhiji visted Odishafor thefirg timein March
1921. Hisvist gave atremendousimpetusto the
Non-Co-operation Movement in Odisha.
Gandhiji addressed a public meeting at Cuttack
on the sandy bed of theriver Kathgori. Besdes
Cuttack, hevisited Bhadrak, Satyabadi, Puri and
Berhampur. In thewake of the Non-Cooperation
Movement, College students such as
Harekrushna Mahatab, Nityananda Kanungo,
NandaKishore Das, Rg Kishore Bose and others
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left the Govt. Zilla School. Lawyers such as
Bhagirathi Mohgpatraand Jagabandhu Singh gave
up their lega practice. Gopabandhu Choudhury
resgned from the post of Deputy Collector to
join the movement. National schools were
established in the didtricts of Cuttack, Puri and
Sambalpur. Satyabadi Grove School was
converted to a national school. Under the
leadership of Godabarish Mishra. the
Chakradharpur High School was convertedto a
national school. The boycott of foreign cloth
received support of thepeople. In Puri, theoffering
of foreign cloth to Lord Jagannath was
discouraged. To train the Congressworkers and
volunteers and guide their work, seven centres
were opened at Cuttack, Jagatsinghpur, Puri,
Sakhigopal, Balasore, Bhadrak and Soro. The
Swarg) Ashram of Cuttack was concerned with
the digtribution of soinning whedls, promotion of
spinning and training the workers for the
propagation of Congress programme.

Similarly Gandhiji began his epoch-
making march to Dandi at 6.30 am on 12 March
1930 accompanied by agroup of 78 Satyagrahis
from Sabarmati Ashram. On 6 April 1930 he
brokethe SAt Law by picking up alump of naturd
st from the shore of Dandi. This symbolic act
sgnified the sart of Salt Satyagraha which was
the precursor of the massve Civil Disobedience
Movement in the world. On the same day the
first batch of 21 Satyagrahisled by Gopabandhu
Choudhury and AcharyaHarihar Das started their
march on foot to Inchudi from Swarg Ashram at
Cuttack. The Satyagrahis came to Inchudi batch
by batch to bresk the Salt Law. One sriking
feature of the Satyagraha in Odisha was the
emergence of Hinduwomen like Smt. RamaDevi
and Smt. Maati Devi. On 20 April they led a
long procession of women to the Satyagraha
centre and violated the sdt law by collecting st
earth under thevery nose of police party sationed
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there. In June 1930, Rani Bhagyabati, the
Patamaheshi of Kujanga aongwith 500 women
satyagrahis violated the salt law. In Puri district
the Sdlt Satyagrahawas|ed by Pandit Nilakantha
Das. Congress leaders like Biswanath Das,
Niranjan Patnaik, led the movement in Ganjam
digrict. Thus, the Civil Disobedience Movement
in Odishanot only exposedtheBritishruleinIndia,
but dso inspired the people to merge with the
nationa mainstream to teach the British alesson.

The Civil Disobedience Movement gave
birth to anew nationa consciousness among the
people of the Princely States. In Odisha
Prgjamandals (People’s Association) were
formed in various Princdy Statesto ventilate the
grievances of the people before the rulers. The
agitation firg sarted in Nilgiri in July, 1938 but
the State authorities adopted repressve measures.
In the Tacher State the movement againgt feuda
exploitation made significant advance. The
oppressive policy of the Raja became so
unbearable that thousands of people left Tacher
and took shdter in the Angul rufugee camp. In
Dhenkana the ruler took stern measures to
suppress the Prggamandal agitation. About 18
persons including a boatman boy, named Bgji
Rout werekilled asaresult of policefiring. Inthe
Ranpur state the Stuation was quite grave. In
January 1939, Mgor Bazzdgette, the political
agent of Odishawaskilled by themob at Ranpur.
Theredfter a virtud reign of terror was let loose
by the British administration. Prominent
Prgjamandal activities Raghu Mohanty and
Dibakar Paridawerefasdly accused of murdering
Bazzel gette and were put to gdlows a the dawn
of April 4, 1941 in Bhagdpur Jal, Bihar.

On 8 August, 1942 the Bombay Session
of Indian Nationd Congress adopted the Quit
Indiaresolution and gave acal for mass sruggle
under Gandhiji’s leadership. The next day dl the
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Congressleadersfrom various parts of Indiawho
had assembled at Bombay were arrested. In
Odishadl Congressbodies, thar officesand other
dlied organizationswere dedared unlanful. Within
two weeks important Congress leaders were
arrested. It was on 15 August 1942 that about
200 students of Ravenshaw College st fire to
the office room damaging the furniture and other
equipments. Eminent leaders were Banamali
Patnaik, Ashok Das, Birendra Mitra, Surg Ma
Saha, and Bibhudendu Mishra. After Police
inquiry Bibhudendu Mishraand Surg Md Saha
were arrested under the Defence of India Act,
and later confined in the Berhampur Centrd Jall.
On 16 August 1942, people attacked the Bari
Congress Ashram which had been taken over by
the police. They aso s fire to the properties
which police had saized and burnt the uniform of
Choukidars and Dafadars.

The Quit India Movement assumed the
character of a formidable mass uprisng in the
district of Koraput mostly inhabited by the
Adivasis or aborigines. The daring incident took
place a Mathili Police Station in Korgput district
when amob under theleadership of Laxman Naik
tried to capture the Police Station. But the mob
was mercilesdy besaten up. During the scuffle, a
forest guard was killed and the Police opened
firekilling five on spot. Laxman Nak wasfasdy
accused of beating the guard to death. Later on,
he was sentenced to death on 29 March 1943 in
Berhampur Centrd Jail. Right up to his very last
breath, he was found to have chanted “Mahatma
Gandhi Ki Ja.” Anopenfield called Chandiapos
adjacent to the village Lunia witnessed a police
firing on 22 September 1942 in which nine people
died andfiveinjured. At Tudigadiaand Kahiradhia
aso two personswerekilled and onewasinjured
due to poalice firing. The most ghastly massacre
that took place a Eram inthe Badasore didtrict is
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memorable event in the history of India sFreedom
Struggle and it be fittingly cdled the Jdlianwada
Bagh tragedy in Odishawhere 28 persons were
killed and 56 personswereinjured. It istrue that
nowherein Indiawere so many peoplekilledina
single police action during the Quit India
Movement for which Eram has been named as
“Rakta Tirtha’ At Cuttack Surendra Nath
Dwivedi started underground activities. He
creulated revolutionary bulletinswhich surcharged
the atmaosphere with high patriotism. But he was
spotted soon and was arrested. In Garjat States
of Odishathe Quit IndiaMovement had its deep
impact. In Tachar, the people gave up non-
violence and darted guerilla fighting againgt the
ruler’s force. In Dhenkanal, the Satyagrahis
started armed skirmishes with the Police Jall,
Police Station and Indtitutions were burnt. The
people of Nayagarh, Athagarh and Mayurbhanj
started agitations. These movements though
followed violence, were more or less Gandhian
in nature.

After the Quit India Movement the
politica Stuation of Odishabecamequiet. Generd
Electionswere held to Indian Legidaturein 1946
and in Odisha the Congress Party secured
majority of seats in the Odisha Legidative
Assembly and formed ministry under the Prime
Minigtership of Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab on 23
April 1946. The new minigtry took initiatives for
merger of the Princdy States with Odisha. By
January 1, 1949, al the Princely States merged
with Odisha

Balabhadra Ghadai, Principal, M.K. College, Khiching,
Mayurbhanj — 757039.
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Netgi : Anlcon of Courage,
Erudition and Nationdism

Subhash Chandra Bose was born at Odia Bazar
Cuttack on 23 January 1897. He was the Sth
child and 6th son among fourteen. His father
Janakinath Bose was a
renowned lawyer and his

Parikhit Mishra

poverty stricken society. In proving his merit, in
the meantime, he stood 2nd in the Matricul&tion
examination among the Bengd-Bihar students.

Subhas joined the

mother Pravabati Devi was a
pious lady. Janakinath was
once Chairman of the Cuttack
Municipdity and was conferred
the Rayabahadur title by the
British Government.

Subhasbegan hisearly
schooling at the Cuttack
Protestant European
School (1902-08) where he
redised that foregnand Anglo-
Indian students were given
better attention, but hewastoo
youngto agitate. Hemovedinto
the Ravenshaw Collegiate

Kolkata Presdency Collegein
Calcutta for higher studies.
Here astudentsunrest in 1916
againgt English lecturer Mr.
Oten caused his suspension as
he was thought to be the
mastermind. It wasanirony thet
the same Mr. Oten wrote
eulogy on himin later years.

He took admisson in
Scottish Church College and
graduated in first class with
honoursin philosophy. Next he
enrolled in MA Class in
investigative Psychology. Inhis

School and studied there from
1909 to 1913. His
headmasters, erudite Benimadhav Das and
nationalist Narayan Prasad Mohanty were
endearing. They had great influence on Subhas.
In his teens Subhas had ventured into socia
sarvice at the outbreak of cholera and smallpox
epidemic while brooding about socid reforms. He
loved to care for the sck and degtitute in the

36

heart no love was lost for
Odishain generd and Cuttack
in particular, whenever here he used to descend
on meaningful socid service. Onthe one hand he
came under the spell of guru Ramakrishna
Paramhansa (1836-1886) and his disciple
Swamy Vivekananda (1862-1902) after going
through their teachings. He wanted to lead an
ascetic life. He had left his home on severd
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occasions. Once hehad goneinaspiritua misson

for sx monthsto find a Sadguru or right spiritua
teacher. He, however, could not take spiritual
initiation from thefamed monk IndraDas. Onthe
other hand he developed inclination towards
martid training in kegping with hisfamily tradition.

In line with the wishes of his father and
elder brother Subhas left for England on 15
September 1919 to prepare for the ICS
examination. He took admisson in Cambridge
University. Successcamefor him handy. Hestood
4th in 1920 ICS examination, but this couldn’t
make him happy. The shocking newsof the brutd
Jdiwanawaabag massacre of innocent citizens
changed him atogether. Subhas, the would be
high-ranking adminigtrator, was transformed into
a nationdigtic and patriotic Subhas. His young
mind became beligerent. He fet his nationd and
spiritua commitment would certainly remain
unredized withthe casy ICSjob, thusheresgned.

Subhas was an adherent of Chittaranjan
Das, anoted lawyer with huge income who was
honoured with the Deshabandhu title and Gandhiji
the Mahatma in 1919 at the Nagpur Congress
Session. In a letter to the Deshbandhu Subhas
had offered his body and soul in the service of
the motherland. This expression reveded the
drength of love toward his country. He returned
from England on 16th July 1921 and met Gandhiji
for thefirg timein Bombay a hisLaberanam Road
residence. It was like a catechism. He was
satisfied with Gandhiji’ svison on non cooperation
movement, nonpayment of taxes and the freedom
movement asawhole. Hewas 28 yearsjunior in
age to Gandhiji. He jumped into the freedom
movement at the instance of Gandhiji and
Deshabandhu. Thisstrengthened hisown resolve,

The Deshabandhu was his leader, guide
and ingpirer. Subhas was loyd to him and edited

QOdisha Review

his“Forward” newspaper in later years. Hewas
taken into custody on 25 October 1924. He spent
timein different jalls and was shifted to Mandde
jail in Burmafromwhere hewasreleased on 31t
May 1929 &fter serving three and haf years.
During the imprisonment he was dected as a
Corporator of the Cal cutta Corporation. Then he
became Mayor of the Calcutta Corporation in
1931. Hisgood work made him apopular leader.

In 1928 annua Congress Conferencethe
young Subhas was the de facto leader of the
volunteers. Hewasimpatient and put forth radica
proposals. Heretoo he moved ademand relating
to Indian independence which drew attention of
everyone. In 1929 Congress Conference he
cdled for unity among workers and farmers to
st up pardld rule. Hewasaprogressve thinker.
In the second phase of his politicd life he went
out of the country as an emissary and conducted
talks with national leaders of some foreign
countries about Indian Nationa movement and
in the process gained poalitica maturity.

On 1st January 1932 the Congress
Working Committee, dissatisfied with the works
of the government decided to launch Satyagraha.
Within afew days Subhaswas arrested with other
freedom fightersand put into Madrasjail. HisTB
relapsed. He had to bear the galling pain of
gppendix. The medicd treatment, he received in
Indiadidn’'t help. Hewasre eased on 22 February
1933 for better treatment. He spent four years,
upto 1937 droad. Oneof hismentors, Vithabha
Peatel, died in a Geneva clinic on 22nd October
1933. Subhas was treated in Vienna. In 1938
Subhaswas, dected asthe Presdent of the Indian
Nationa Congress at the Haripura Session. He
enjoyed the confidence of Gandhiji. There were
ideologica differences, but he never threw any
chdlenge to Gandhijis leadership. He loved and
revered Gandhiji who in his opinion wasthe best
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ever leeder of the 380 million people. In 1939

Tripura Congress sesson he proposed for the
issueof ultimatumtothe Britishto leave Indiaand
transfer the power to Indians. The call was too
early for Gandhiji to accept. Subhas was re-
elected as the Congress President at the Tripura
Congress Conference defeating Pattavi
Sitaramaya who this time was supported by
Gandhiji and Sardar Balavbha Patel. Gandhiji
took exception to the development. He said
Pettavi’'s defeat was his defeat. Disillusioned
Subhas and al working Committee members
resigned. On 22 June 1939 he formed Forward
Bloc a political front, within the Congress. He
visted Odhisaasthe 2nd World War broke out.
Hewas aproponent of a separate Odhisha State
consgting of dl Odia spesking aress. He broke
away with the Congress and took over the
leadership (as commander-in-chief) of the
Forward Bloc. He had socidist views, but hewas
not a communist. His oratorica power, iron will
and the strength of leadership unnerved the British
rulers.

In 1940 Subhas toured Odhisha and
addressed public meetings. He spoke against
misrule of the British Government. Pt. Nilakanth
Das and Pt. Godavarish Mishra had met him in
his Calcutta residence and at his direction a
codition government wasformed in Odisha. The
greatest achievement of this government was
setting up of the Utka University apart from
welfare works. He also worked as the treasurer
of the Gopabandhu Memoarid. Hisfamous saying
was, “Givemeblood, I'll giveyou freedom.” The
last Sx yearsof hislifewasfull of events. Hewas
arrested on 29 November 1940. He began hunger
fast till desth. The nervous British government set
him free but later put him under house arrest. Ina
notable development desperate to seek foreign
help Subhas left his Elgin Road house in disguise
as a North Indian Mudim in the night of 17th
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January 1941 in his car driven by hisnephew Dr.
Sisir Kumar Bose. He reached Kabul via
Dhanbad and Peshawar. He procured a passport
in the name of an Itaian radio operator Orlando
Mezeta. He reached Berlin on 3rd April 1941
and formed Azad Hind Fouz with Indian troops
taken as POW by Germany. Of the 100000
British troops surrended to Japan 40,000 were
Indians who aigned with the Fouz. Subhas hed
met Hitler, leaders of the Italy and Japan. He
formed Azad Hind Government and was
accorded support by Burma, Japan and
Phillipines. His main aim was to achieve
I ndependence through armed struggle. But destiny
had something in store. On 17th August 1945 his
ar travel beganfrom Saigonto Tokyo. Hereeched
Formoza the next day from where he boarded a
plane again. The plane took off at 2.30 PM and
broke down in moments. Nothing authenticaly
was known about this brave patriot, fearless
leader, rare revolutionary’s disappearance or
demise. The mydery is ill unresolved, but the
grateful country remembesthisgreat sonfor ever.
Ja Hind.
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Bhagat Singh: The Manque - Radicalist

Dr. Jugal Kishore Mishra

\-

(I n colonialist literature, Bhagat Sngh has been (mis)identified as” Terrorist” . But for the
nationalists of India, Bhagat Sngh epitomizes “ bravery and sacrifice” . He is neither an
anarchist nor aterrorist. Heisa symbol / icon of revolution. A proto-communist, a manque-
radicalist and a committed secularist, heispromethean figurewith courageand conviction
to take on the mighty. An ideologue like M.K. Gandhi, he is a perfect foil to Gandhi
himself. Belonging more to the super league of BG Tilak, Lala Lajpat Rai, Bhagat Snghis

an apt archetypal image of martyrdom and emancipatory militarism.

~\

_/

Introduction

The third son of Sardar Kishan Singh and

Vidyavati of thevillageBangain
thedidrict of Laydpura, Bhagat
Singh was born on the 28t
September, 1907. With his
birth, his father and uncle were
released fromthejalsintowhich
they had been thrown for ther
agitationa pro-peopleactivities.
So the newly born was
christened Bhagat, the
Fortunate. And hewasfortunate
to have not only what William
Wordsworth cals* ahappy and
fair seed time” but also

baptization through / in fire. Nurtured in such a

of hisfather, of hisunces Swvaran Singh and Ajit
Singh, and by the slent heroism of his mother,
Bhagat, a sudent of class-1V, declared that his

driving ambitionwasto“ drivethe
British out of Indid’. By thetime
he completed his secondary
education in Lahore, he had
become a spark of revolution.
Deeply disturbed by the tragedy
of Jlianwda Bagh and deeply
moved by the heroic saga of
Kartar Singh Sarabha, the
prodigious child-MAN became
afountain of fire

In the beginning Bhagat Singh
was a devout Gandhian. But the

Chauri Chaura backlash dismayed not only

world of firebrandradicdismhesad, “1 shdl grow  Gandhiji but dso Bhagat Sngh, alad of only fifteen

guns dl over the fidd’. Inspired by the heroism

years. Then the heroic martyrdom of Khudi Ram,
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Kanalld and Kartar Singh made him pin hisfaith

on armed revolution. He was aso degply moved
by the activities of the European anarchists like
Proudhan, Bakunin and Kropotkin. He was
sengtized by the exploits of the Russian nihiligts,
of the young Turks in Turkey and the Afro-
American Negroesover their racidist tormentors.
He subscribed to the theories of the anti-Italy and
anti-Russa radicdigs. Thus Bhagat Singh, the
manque- radicaist grew up on the balanced diet
of the European radicaism.

Bhagat Singh’s Poetics of Revolution

In Kanpur he met hisKrishnain Ganesh
Shankar Vidyarthi. A doyen of Gandhianism,
Vidyarthi had dlowed the radicdists who used
hishomeastheir rendezvous. Here Bhagat Singh,
then “a tall, thin, and very quiet boy lacking
smartnessand saif confidence” cameinto contact
with Batu Keshwar Dutt, Bgoy Kumar Snhaand
Chandra Sekhar Azad. Working under the alias
of Bawant, he congtantly wrote inflammatory
discourses on sundry topics and got them
published in the Kirti. And he became impatient,
like mogt of the disillusoned loydigts of Gandhi.
Gandhi’s promise of winning freedom within a
year had failed. Among the youth who had
followed the call of Gandhiji in April 1919, there
wasasenseof dl pervasvegloom. Theseidedists
were troubled by the naked orgies of communal
violence / riots and they rejected Gandhianism.
They found themselves more inclined to support
N.C. Kelkar and N.G. Hardikar. In various
meetings addressed by them, JL. Nehruand S.C.
Bose inspired the younggters to strive towards
freedom. It was harped on that independencewas
“anecessary preliminary to communigtic society”
(Sumit Sarkar: 1983: 266). S.C. Bose inspired
the young acolytes to follow the Y outh
movementsin Germany, Italy, Russaand Chind’.
Disstidfied with the ederly cant of the elderly
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Anushilan, the younger revolt - groups emerged.
Surya Sen of Chittagong advocated for and in
favour of dramatic actions. Youths of Bengal, a
leaflet published by the Mechnabazar group
ingsted on the cult of heroic sdf - sacrifice by a
handful to thwart “the despotism of the blood -
thirsty English”. Soinspired, Bhagat Singh poured
forth his vitriolic hetred againg the Britishers in
hisatides published in Vir Arjun from Ddhi.

Bhagat Singh’s Nobler Examples: The
“NBS’ Chapter

Inspired by inroads of Communism into
India, by the philosophy of Karl Marx and Lenin,
Bhagat Singh and his friends in March 1926,
founded the Naujawan Bharat Sabha with Ram
Kishan, as President. Bhagat Singh himself
discharged the duties of the Secretary of the
“NBS’. The palitical ams of the“NBS’ were:

(8 to establish a completely independent
republic of thelabourers and peasants of the
whole of India,

(b) toinfuseagprit of patriotism in the hearts of
the youth of the country,

(c) to express sympathy with and to assist
economic, indudtrid, and socid movements...
free from commund sentiments, and

(d) to organize labourers and peasants.

As the report of the CID commented
later, “the Sabhaowed itsinception and existence
to Bhagat Singh”. From the facts stated above
we can concludethat Bhagat Snghwasasocidist
by heart. As Jogesh Ch. Chatterjee has proved
he was very keen on discussing the Soviet
Revolution and Communism. (1967: 2). At the
Dwarakadas Library, established by Laa L gpat
Ral, be devoured literature on the Soviet Union
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(Yaspd: 1951: 96). Even he took active interest

incdebrating “ Friendsof RussanWesk” in August
1928 and “Lenin Day” on the 24" January.
Obvioudy, Bhagat Singh and his cohorts were
Russophiles.

Bhagat Singh and the HRA Odyssey

In 1924, Sachindranath Sanya founded
the Hindustan Republican Association (Army).
Bhagat Singh came in contact with Chandra
Sekhar Azad and took to the philosophy of bombs
and pigtals as facons take to hunting / preying.
Influenced by Sohan Singh Josh and the Kirti
farmers-sena Bhagat Singh carried forward
revolutionary programmes with an advanced
revolutionary socialist outlook. Now not hesitant
to effect actions of aterrorist nature, they engaged
themsdvesin aseriesof insurrectionary activities.
Absorbing the very best of the ideologies of the
pioneers of Communism in India, namely
Narendra Nath Bhattacharya, Naini Gupta and
M.N. Roy, Bhagat Singh and his comrades
engaged themsalves in “revolutionary activities’
(Bisheshwar Prasad: 1979 : 141). The objective
of the HRA being “to establish a federated
Republic of the united states of India by an
organized and armed revolution”, the HRA
unleashed many anarmed infiltrationsto the British
bagtion(s). The armed dacoity on the 8-Down
train on the Lucknow-Saharanpur line on
9.8.1925 at Kakori, near Lucknow can betaken
asasample case. With aview to arranging funds
for the dated intranggent activities, the train was
looted by Pandit Ram Prasad Bisma, Roshan
Singh, Rgendra Gupta, Ashaf, Sachindra Nath
Bakshi, Bhagat Singh and ChandraSekhar Azad.
Though they managed to procure the patry booty
of only Rs.5000/- they suffered a lot. In the
farcica trid concluded farcicaly on 7.4.1927,
Bismd, Roshan, and Rgendra Lahir, were given
capital punishmen.
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Manmath Nath Gupta was sentenced
withthenfor 14 years. Bhagat Singh and Chandra
Sekhar werearrested. Ashaf and SachindraNath
Bakshi were nabbed later and were sentenced
with capitd punishment and trangportation for life
(deportation) respectively. However, the Kakori
casewasamgor setback. Bhagat Singh wasaso
implicated in a bomb exploson case at Lahore
and was let off againg the payment of aheavy /
hefty security of Rs. 60,000/- pumpedinand paid
by Dunee Chand and Daulataram. Thuswings of
Bhagat Singh, the revolutionary, the indomitable
firebrand grew.

Bhagat Singh, The Lynch-pin of The HSRA

Being hungry for more action, more
fruitful action, Bhagat Singh, JatindraNath Sanyd,
Ajay Ghosh and Phanindranath Ghosh
established, after the prolonged deliberations
made on 9th and 10th September, 1928, in the
midst of theliving ruinsof thehigtoric Feroze Shah
Kotla in Ddhi, the HSRA (Hindustan Socidist
Republican Asociaion (Army). ThisHSRA does
not only indicate the growth of Bhagat Singh's
stature as a leader but also indicates his
revolutionary progress to military atheism via
Marxian socidism. When Sir John Simon and the
members of the Smon Commisson thwarted the
liberatory aspiration of the Indians, Gandhi and
other resorted to peaceful disobedience. Gandhi’s
Civil Disobedience was encapsulated and
embodied in hisfamous Dandi Y arato make sdt
to violate the Salt Act of the British Government
in India In this context, Mrs Brailsford, a British
journdigt ridiculed the Gandhian temerity to dare
the British Govt. in India by “boiling seawater in
akettle’ (G.S Chhabra: 1981 48). Other Rules/
Actg Ordinances were also flouted. Seditious
literature was deliberately brought out to break
the Sedition Law. In the Centrd Province, the
Forest Lawswereviolated, withimpunity. Andin
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response to Gandhiji’s call more than 60,000

Satyagrahis (peaceful) got themsdaves arrested
andimprisoned. Evennon-violent volunteerswere
brutdly tortured. As the story published in the
Y oung India, dated the 12" June 1930, indicates,
a Bulsar in Guarat, peaceful Satyagrahis were
killed. JL Nehru was jailed on the 16th April,
1930. Gandhi was imprisoned and sent to the
Y ervadaCentrd Jail in Puneonthe5th May 1930.
Peacemakers like George Solocomb, Sir Te
Bahadur Sapru and Mr. Jaykar failed in their
pacifist missons. There were peaceful agitations
everywhere againg the British Rgj. After the
Simon Commission visited India on the 20th
October, 1928, the HSRA under the leadership
of LalaLgpat Ra staged a protest procession.
Saunders gave blows on the head and chest of
Lala Lajpat Rai on 30.10.1928 and thereby
injured the Shere-Punjab grievoudy. LaaL gpat
Rai succumbed to the injuries received on
17.11.1928. Angered and incensed Bhagat Singh
and Rgjguru murdered Saunderson 17.12.1928.
After the murder they could escapefrom the place
of crimeto safety. They killed Saunders because
“the death of this great Punjabi leader was seen
by the romantic youthful leadership of the HSRA
asadirect chdlenges’ (Bipan Chandra: 249). In
a poster, put up by the HSRA after the
assassination, they judtified the assassination of
Saunders:

The murder of a leader respected by
millions of people at the unworthy hands of
an ordinary police official..... wasan insult to
the nation. It was the bounden duty of young
men of India to effaceit.

oeeeWeregret to have had to kill a
person but he was part and parcel of what
inhuman and unjust order which has to be
destroyed. (Jagamohan Singh and
Chamanlal : 1986: 266.
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Bhagat Singh’s Crowning Act of Defiance

The HSRA leadership now decided to
let people know about its changed objectivesand
the need for a revolution by the masses. Bhagat
Singh and BK Duitt were asked to throw abomb
in the Central Legidative Assembly on 8" April
1929 againgt the passage of the Public Safety Bill
andthe TradeDisputes Bill (Bipan Chandra, 249).
Bhagat Singh was chosen because he was very
articulate and well- versed in the conflictual
aestheticsand BK Duitt was chosento lend apan
- India coloration to the entire operation. After
dropping the innocuous bomb that, as expected
and designed, injured nonefromthe Public Gdllery
of the CLA, Dehi, Bhagat Singh and BK Duitt
stood rooted to the ground. They stated that they
threw bombs to register their “protests’ and “to
give expresson to ther heart - rending agony”.
Further they declared that their sole purposewas
“to make the deaf hear” and “ givethe heedlessa
timely warning”. Yet they were tried in the
Assembly Bomb Case. Later Chandra Sekhar
Azad, Rgjguru and Sukdev were arrested. The
trid began on 7.5.1929 and only in 37 days the
trial wasover. On 6.6.1929 Bhagat Singh stated:

We despise hypocrisy.
No personal grudge.
Beware! Ye bureaucracy!!

They were sentenced with life deportation
on 12.6.1929. In connection with the Saunders
murder case (Accidentaly Saunders was killed
in place of Scott), they were sentenced with
capitd punishment, to be hanged till desth, on
24.3.1931. However, Bhagat Singh was hanged
on 23.3.1931 to pre-empt any untoward
happening.

TheChain (Re) Action

Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, Sukhdev and
Chandra Sekhar Azad became cult figures. The
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war they conducted themsdlves both in and off

the court, both in and off the jail endeared them
to the mass. Though Gandhi hestated to plead
for them, he pleaded for the commutation of the
punishment given to lifedlong deportation. On
17.02.1931, Irwin signed a pact with M.K.
Gandhi and yet Gandhi could not save the young
heroes of India. Though Irwin rose and rose up
in the socio- politica ladder of England to be
raised to an Earldom in 1944, Gandhiji’s
popularity plummeted. Consequently like Khudi
Ram and Jatin Das (who fagted in the jail and
died on the 64th day of the self - imposed
garvation), Bhagat Singh, Sukhram, Rgjguru and
Chandra Sekhar Azad becametoastsof theentire
Hindusthan (Undivided). Bhagat Singh, despite
hisinvolvement in 26 terrorist activitiesaonethen
inPunjabinoneyear said, “Revolutionto mewas
not the cult of pistol and bomb”. He, further,
expanded: “Revolution is the indienable right of
the mankind. Freedom istheimprescriptiblebirth
right of dl”. So hehimself and hiscomradeswere
glorious in welcoming death. Further they
explicated: “We are content. We await the advent
of revolution”. Explaining hisown ethica position,
in the article “Why | am an atheis?’, he Sated
that he was “trying to stand like a man with an
erect head to the last; even on the gdllows’. Six
days before the Indian National Congress met
0n 29.3.1931 in Karachi, Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev
and Rajguru were executed dlegedly for their
terrorist activities* (K Dwarakadas: 1966 : 394).
Vdlabhbhai Patdl, in hispresdentid addresssad:

The execution of young Bhagat Sngh,
Sukhdev and Rajguru has filled the country
with deep resentment. | cannot identify mysel f
with their methods, but the patriotism, daring
and sacrifice of Bhagat Singh and his
comrades, commend my admiration. The
heartless and foreign nature of the Govt. was
never more strikingly demonstrated than in
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their carrying out the executions in the teeth
of the dl but the universal demand for the
commutation of the death sentence.

In aratificatory manner, the INC resolved:

ThisCongress, whiledissociatingitself
from and disapproving of political violencein
any shape or form, places on record its
admiration of the bravery and sacrifice of the
late Sardar Bhagat Sngh and his comrades,
Sukhdev and Rajguru.

Gandhiji, the gpostle of non- violence,
“salved his conscience by condemning violence'
(Dwarkadas: 1966: 394) but aso admired Bhagat
Singh's“violent activities’ for the sakeof liberation
of India. Yet, his public reputation slumped
darmingly. For thelndians, Bhagat Singhwasnot
just a Chapekar / Khudi Ram / Kanaild / Kartar
Singh shooting/ killing” unpopular British officids
as well as Indian traitors’ (PN Chopra: 2003 :
205) but wasachampion of communism, socidist
welfarism, nationd solidarity, secularism, and
emancipatory humanism. So after the execution
the entire nation immersed itsdlf in condolence.

An Essentialist Summation

Reed together with Bhagat Sngh’s*Why
| am an aheig?’ his atide’ To Young Paliticd
Workers™ helpsusformulate hiswel tanschauung
/ C.SV. Written on 02.02.1931 “To Young
Political Workers’ isan exposeon Bhagat Sngh's
modus operandi and modus vivendi. Hence it
merits an indepth analyss

The future of India rests with the
youths... Do not vegetate. Grow! Sow the
seeds of disgust and hatred against British
imperialismin the fertile minds of your fellow
youths. And the seeds shall sprout and there
shall growajungle of sturdy trees, becauseyou
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shall water the seeds with your warm blood.
(Quoted in V. Shandu : 1968: 323)

The Open - Ended Closure

With reference to the revisonist neo -
historicist masculine mystique just completed in
the sections stated above, it is concluded that
Bhagat Snghisnather ananarchist nor aterroris.
He is a symbol/icon / archetype of revolution /
radica innocence. A proto - communist, amangue
- radicalist and a committed secularist, he is a
promethean figure with tremendous courage and
conviction to take on the mighty. An ideologue
like M.K. Gandhi, he is a perfect foil to Gandhi
himsdf. Belonging more to the super league of
B.G. Tilak, Lda Lgpat Ra, Ras Behari Bose,
Subhas Ch. Bose, Bhagat Singhisaniconic/ cult
figure of nascent mind of revolution. That iswhy,
V. D. Mahgan hasrightly concluded that * Bhaget
Singh and his comrades - a - ams taught the
people not by precept but by praxis and taught
them to face death for the sake of their
motherland. Hencether daring plans, cool action,
and dudied disregard for desth havewon for them
aladgting place in the memory of the nation. For
their' individua and collective actions of glorious
activism, they have been able to leave their
“footprints on the sands of time” (2006: 407).
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Triba Participation in Freedom Struggle of
Rayagada Didtrict and Role of Biswanath Pattnaik

Every creature had apast life according to Hindu
Philosophy. Thedeedsof pat lifeiscaled degtiny
and hehastoregpit inthe present life. According
to the deeds of previous life the God sent the
crestures to discharge certain duties. Some of
them areremembered for long time. In this paper
about such aperson who became an Angel of the
tribals, who was destined to serve hill people will
be discussed.

Hewaslate Bisvanath Pattnaik, whowas
born on 11.11.1961 at village Kumarada. His
father UpendraPattnaik died when Bisvanathwas
a child. Hence his elder brother Ghanashyam
looked after him. He read up to fifth dassin his
villageand then studied at | chhaPuram of Andhra
Pradesh uptoeight dlass Hereturned to hisvillage
in 1933 and posted as a teacher with a monthly
saary of rupees saven.!

He was horn to serve the nation. How
can he continue in teaching professon ? In the
meantime he heard about Puri Seva Samiti of
Acharya Harihar Das. He proceeded to Puri,
joined as a volunteer in Puri Seva Samiti and
served to Choura Patients.? This became the
turning point of hislife

In 1934 Biswvanath with his friend went
to Kumbhamda at Allahabad to become asaint.

Raghu Nath Rath

But due to some reason he returned home. His
elder brother Tarini Charan wasafreedom fighter,
who participated in the sdt movement in 1930
and was punished. So Biswanath was aware
about the activities of Congress. He thought to
be a member of Congress and in the year 1934
became a member by paying four Annas (25
paise). Then he used to practice spinning and
wear Khadi cloths.

The veteran Congress leader
Gopabandhu Choudhury established an Ashram
to impart training on Gandhian ideology to
produce congtructive workers at village Bari and
named it Sevaghara, which had functioned from
6th April 1935.3 Biswanah gpplied for traningin
May 1937, but failed. It was decided in the third
annua conference of Gandhi Seva Sangh at
Hubuli of Karnatak that the fourth annual
conference will be held in Odishain1938.

The fourth annua conference of Gandhi
Seva Sangh was held at Delang of Puri digrictin
Odisha from 25th to 3Ist March 1938 and
Biswanath could manage to paticipate in the
conference as a volunteer. He was engaged as
gate keeper at the cottage of Mahatma Gandhi
and discharged hisdutiesmogt stisfactorily, which
drew the attention of GopaBabu. Hetold him to
joinin Sevagharaa Bari for training.
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Biswanath entered in Sevaghara for
training as constructive worker in 1938 and
completed itin March 1939. Thenfor sometimes
he served thereas officeass ant. At thebeginning
of 1941 Gopa Babu directed him to go to
Gunupur for extengon of cotton cultivation and
Khadi work. With a letter form Gopa Babu he
reached at Gunupur and handed over it to
Prahalad Panigrahi, the Manager of Khadi
Bhandar.

Prahalad Babu convinced Bairu
Gamango, the chief of village Kujendri to give
shelter to Biswanath for Khadi work. Bairu
agreed and inthe evening of last Sunday of January
1941 took Biswanath with him to Kujendri and
gave shdter on hisVeranda® At that time it was
thought that to give shelter to a Congressman
meansto protest againgt British Government and
Raa of Jayapur. But Bairu Gamango fearlesdy
accepted Biswanath.

From the very next morning Biswanath
darted his work in his own style without taking
help of anybody. He sarted to clean pigdungs
from the dtreets of the village. Sauras observed
thework of Biswanath and gradually cameto him.
Biswanath talked to them. He persuaded them to
cultivate cotton and to spin thread. He told them
about the benefit of cleanliness, tried to educate
them. Hetaught the tribals prayer, flag songsand
told about Mahatma Gandhi, independent
movement dso. He told them that if our country
will be independent, Bethi (torture by the Rga)
and British government will be abolished. Sauras
of Kujendri gradudly belived him. They cultivated
cotton and spinned thread by spinning whedl.
Biswanath purchased al the thread. Gradually
economic condition of tribas grew up. Tribas
thought that al the things taught by thismanisfor
our well being and accepted him as their kin
member. By the ingpiration of Biswvanath about
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three thousand spinning whedls were working a
that time and, his name was changed to Ajna. He
was known in that name in Odisha till his last
breethe, which name was conferred to him by
Sauras of Kujendri area.

While going to Wardha, GopaBabu and
RamaDevi cameto Kujendri for one day. Rama
Devi saw Sandi the daughter of Bairu Gamango
there and observed her devotiona work. Shetold
Biswanath that if she will agree, then she could
get training a Bari. Biswanath discussed about
the will of Rama Devi with Baru and Sandi and
as per their consent he took Sandi to Bari. After
ax monthstraining Sandi returned to Kujendri and
becametheleader of tribal women. Saurawomen
came to front in all constructive works and
participated in freedom movement aso.

A Congress flag was hoisted in every
morning and descanted in the evening. Throughout
the day theflag wasflying on theflag post Stuated
infront of the Radha-Krishnatemple of Kujendri.
This fact came to the notice of British
adminigration. Oneday inthemonth of July 1942
the Digtrict Magidirate of Koraput, Mr. Wilcuck
with police and forest employees with guns,
Landlordscameto Kujendri on horse. The D.M.
witnessed flying of the Congressflag and ordered
to get down it.

At this time about twenty young ladies
under the leadership of Sandi rushed and danced
fearlesdy in a circle around the flag post. Again
about another thirty women came and made a
second circle and danced wildly. The Collector
observed the stuation and thought not to take
any dragtic action in order to avoid unpleasant
Stuation. He ordered his party to go back.®

The Congress party did not support the
British government during the Second World War
1939-1942. In March 1942 Prime Minister of
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England Mr. Churchil sent Sir Staford Cregpswith

amassage that if Indiawill support inwar and if
Japan will be defegted, then England will give
Loca Sdf Government to India. Congress Party
bluntly denied to the proposd and inthe All India
Congress Committee Mesting held from 29th
April to 2nd May 1942 at Allahabad, it was
demanded that the British should quit India. The
Quit India proposal was passed by A.1.C.C on
14th July 1942 at Wardhaand it decided the date
of the next meeting on 7th August & Bombay.

All the Presidents of Pradesh, Didtrict and
Zona Congress Committee were asked to attend
the scheduled meeting on the scheduled date.
Accordingly RadhaKrushnaBiswasray, whowas
the President of Odisha Pradesh and Koraput
Digtrict Congress Committee attended A.1.C.C
meeting at Bombay on 7th August 1942.

On 8th Augugt night Mahatma Gandhi
while addressing to the Congress workers told
that, | want independence today and just now or
in this night. 1 am giving one formula to dl thet
“Do or Dig’. On that night dl the greeat leaders
including Mahatma Gandhi were arrested. Radha
KrushnaBiswasray wrote somelettersindicating
the direction of that night and returned to Odisha
on 9th August by train. Hewas arrested at Saluru
on 11th August whilereturning by busto Koraput

from Bijayanagar.

Biswanath recelved the letter written by
Radha Krushna Biswasray on 12th August. The
title of the letter was ‘Do or Di€. Biswanath
prepared hundreds of copies of that letter usng
carbon paper and digtributed it in many villages.
Tribas came to him and discussed for further
action. A particular date was fixed for raly from
Kujendri to Gunupur.

Onthe gppointed day about two hundred
maeandfifty femde Saurasof Kujendri and some
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tribas of nearby villages gathered near the flag
post a Kujendri and started rdly shouting the
slogan “British Government, Quit India.”
Biswanath was leading the maes and Sandi for
femde. Mogt of the participants were holding
Congress flag in their hands shouting the dogan.
The mob left Kujendri and travelled through
Lachhapa, Gulumunda, Kaithpadar, Panosguda
and Bikrampur. Many persons from each village
joinedintherdly. When theraly reached Gunupur
therewere about 1500 members. Theentire mob
traveled al the streets of Gunupur town and police
took them to police station, detained for about
three hoursand alowed them to go back at about
unset.

On the next morning with some other
persons Biswanath travelled to Khilpadar,
Dambasara etc. and announced the massage of
Gandhi and Independence. When hereturned to
Kujendri after 4/5 days, Gunupur police cameto
Kujendri and arrested Biswanath, Bairu
Gamango, Nilakantha Gamango and another
thirty five mae and twenty one femae members
of Kujendri and took them to Gunupur Sub-jail.
On trial before Sub-agent, Rayagada Biswanath
and others were found guilty. Those who were
ordered for sx months imprisonment including
Biswanath were transferred to Koraput jail from
Aug. 1942 to 15.02.1943. Biswanath was
imprisoned at Koraput jail as a second class
prisoner. Today dso we can find 27 names of
freedom fightersinscribed on the Martyr Fillar at
Kujendri.®

After release from Koraput jail
Biswanath returned to Kujendri. He thought for
another movement. He prepared pamphlet,
where he mentioned to recover the landsillegdly
grabbed by landlords and business community of
other caste and didtributed it among the tribas.
According to the advice of Biswanath, Padaka
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Nilambar Doraand some othersforcibly brought
some paddy bags from the house of the landlord
Ram Ch. Sahu of Gulundawithout any resstance.
Ram Ch. Sahu lodged F.I.R. near the police.
Policearrested P.Nilambar Doraand others. They
wereordered for one and half year imprisonment
and taken to Koragput Jail. Police searched the
cottage of Biswanath and found the pamphlet
written for Quit India Movement and another
pamphlet prepared againgt Landlords. Bisvanath
was arrested and on trid before the Sub-Agent,
Rayagada he was found guilty. He was ordered
for one year imprisonment as a third class
prisoner. He was taken to Koraput Jail and was
released from Jal on 16th August 1945%° and
engaged himsdf in congtructive works.

On 15.08.1947 Indiagot Independence.
Biswanath opted to be a constructive worker as
before instead of a political leader. Before
commencement of Bhoodan Movement
Biswanath lanched Bhusatyagraha from his own
thought process, which shook the Government
of Odisha and the then Chief Minister
Nabakrushna Choudhury posted thegrest noveist
of Odisha Gopinath Mohanty to solve land
problemsof tribas. In 1953 Bhoodan Movement
of Vinoba stepped to Odishaand Biswanath took
major role in undivided Koragput district. So
Vinoba designated him as Bhumidan Sardar”

Biswanath, in 1966-67 shifted his
workplace to Kandhamal district and chose
Baliguda for the purpose. He started one NGO
named Banabas Seva Samiti in 1972 with Sri
Utsaba Chandra Jena as its founding Secretary.
The main objectives of the NGO were the dl-
round development of tribal and downtrodden.
The seed planted by him has now become a big
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tree and theindtitution is now known asaleading
NGO of Odishaaswdl asin the country.

This life long bachelor, Gandhian |eader
spent his life for uplifting of tribals and
downtrodden. For his life time achievements
Berhampur Universty of Odishaconferredonhim
LLD degreein 2008. Hewas a so awarded many
prizes of State level and nationa level and
Internationa Jamandd Bag award for hissocia
work in 2008. This greet soul, who was cdled
Gandhi of Koraput passed away on 29.03.2010
a his workplace a Baliguda which was a grest
lossfor tribds aswell asfor Odisha
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Binayak Mohapatra- A Forgotten Freedom
Fighter of Ganjam

Freedom fighter Binayak Mohapatra was born
on 27th day of February, 1920 in Village Nimina
under Aska Block in the digtrict of Ganjam as
the son of Late NilakanthaMohapatraand Brga
Kishori Devi. In his childhood
while he was ill a student of
Kendupadar Upper Primary
school his father died. He
passed class five from
Kendupadar Upper Primary
Schoal intheyear 1930. Inthat
particular year responding to
the clarion cdl of Mahatma
Gandhi Salt Satyagraha had
already been started and
spread in all corners of the
Country. Though Binayak was
ayoung lad of 10yearsonly he
desired to join the Salt
Satyagrah and accordingly

Braja Paikaray

party who had joined the “Banar Sena’. Sudhir
Ghose cameto know young Binayak through the
then Congress leader Govinda Misraof Ganjam
and offered him Khadi cloth and napkin and
accepted Binayak as a member
of “Banar Send’. The Congress
workerswere cooking their own
food and Cuttack town
Congress Committee was
bearing al expenses of their
fooding and lodging. Binayak
stayed in a rented house of
Chhatra Bazar along with six
other Congress workers after
staying some months a Naya
Sadak.

During pre-
independence eraforeign clothes
bundle were brought to Cuttack
Mal godown from Cuttack

went to Brahmpur to meet

Sashi Bhusan Rath the then editor of Oriyadaily
newspaper “Asha’. Being advised by Sashi
Bhusan Rath, Binayak went from Brahmapur to
Cuttack by train and met Govinda Misra of
Ganjam at Khadi Bhandar Situated at Nayasadak
of Cuttack town. Prominent. Congress leader
Sudhir Ghose was educating the young boys
regarding the rules and regulations of Congress

Railway station by bullock cart.
Asper theingtruction of Cuttack Town Congress
Committeethe”Banar Send’” membersand other
Congress workers started Picketing in front of
the bullock cart. Young Binayak joined the
picketing. The “Banar Sena” members and
Congress workers were arrested by the Police
and were besten in the police station mercilesdy.
The'Banar Send’ members who were beaten in
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the police Station were offered Rassgolas by the

Cuttack Town Congress Committee.

In the meantime Binayak suffered from
typhoid disease. The British Govt. hed proclaimed
that the Govt. as well as private doctors would
be punished if they dare to offer any medica
trestment to the freedom fighters. But defying the
order of the British Govt. one nationdist doctor
named Rgani Babu offered free medicine, free
food an free medical treatment to Binayak
Mohapatra. Being cured from typhoid diseasehe
was ingructed by the Cuttack Town Congress
leadersto return to hisvillage.

Though Binayak returned to hisvillagehe
could not say in hishomefor long time. Againin
theyear 1 931 he cameto Cuttack and stayed in
arented house a ChhatraBazar dong with some
other Congressworkers. In the meantime British
Govt. made an ordinance that the house owners
would be punished if they rented out their house
to Congressworkers. Therefore Binayak and his
friend Congress workers were driven out from
Chhatra Bazar rented house by their land lord.
Deprived of hearth and home Binayak and his
friendsstayed under an“OgtaTree” Stuated near
the rented house. They used to cook their food
under that treein the day timeand takerest inthe
night on Ganesh Mandap of Chhatra Bazar. On
one occason while Binayak and his comrades
were preparing themsdves for taking food, the
police came, arrested them and |eft them in the
deep forest of Banki. Later on they wererescued
by the Congress workers of Cuttack Town
Congress Committee. At that time the former
Chief Minigter of Odisha late Naba Krushna
Choudhury was the Chief Co-ordinator of
Cuttack Town Congress Committee.

Onanother occasionwhileabullock cart
loaded with foreign made clothes was passing
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through Ranihat, Cuttack Binayak and hisfriends
started picketing and blocked the road. The
Bullock Cart driver namdy “Gandharb” assaulted
Binayak who became unconscious. When he
regained his consciousnesshefound himsdf inLd
bag Police Station. He was forwarded to the
Court and then sent to Cuttack Jail as an under
tria prisoner. Prominent freedom fighters like
Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab, Sudhir Ghose,
Gopabandhu Choudhury, Baikunthanath
Mohanty, Manmohoan Choudhury and L okanath
Patraof village Pailipadaof Ganjam digtrict were
inmates of Cuttack jail at that time. Brgja Sundar
Mohanty, the then S.D.O, of Cuttack sentenced
Binayak and his five friends with 6 months
imprisonment and they were sent to Munger Jall
of Bihar. Freedom Fighter Dibakar Bhuyan,
Prafulla Misra and Nilamani Swain were co-
prisoners of Binayak Mohapatrain Munger jail.
After completion of 6 months jail term Binayak
returned to his native village Nimina

Being informed regarding the return of
maternd uncle Binayak, his nephew Trilochan
Misra of Vir Harekrushnapur Sasan came to
Nimina and advised Binayak to take admission
in Sadasiva Sanskrit Mahavidydaya of Puri to
study Ayurveda. Binayak took admission in
Sadasiva Sanskrit Mahavidyaaya and stayed at
Puri.

The Quit India Movement of 1942 had
dirred the entire nation and the country. Mahatma
Gandhi hed called upon the people of India“To
Do or Die’ and advised the  Englishmen to quit
Indiaas soon aspossible. Thelndianswere eager
to be free from the British bondage and to gain
Independence. They responded to theclarion call
of Gandhiji and joined the Quit India Movement
spontaneoudy. Binayak Mohapatra, his class
mates Amarnath Misra of Digapahandi and
Sidhar Rath of Village Bikrampur of Ganjam
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Didtrict inspired the students of Sadasiva Sanskrit

college to take active part in Quit India
Movement. The British Police got this news and
warrant of arrest was issued against Binayak,
Amarnath and Sridhar. In order to avoid police
arrest Ramanath Misra, the elder brother of
Amarnath came to Puri, took his brother
Amarnath aswell as Binayak to Brahmapur from
Puri by traininthenight time. Binayak’ sclassmeate
and friend Sridhar Rath was arrested by the British
Police.

Time passed away rapidly. When law and
order Stuation was restored Binayak returned to
Puri prepared himsdlf for the examination and got
first class in Ayurveda Acharjya. After the
declaration of result Binayak returned to hisnative
village Nimina. In course of time Binayak got
gppointment asKavirg at the Ayurvedic medicd
hospitd of Ggapati Nagar Situated near Huma
of Ganjam didtrict.
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Within his service tenure since 20th
March, 1948 to 25th August, 1976 Binayak
could be able to establish Nilakantha Sanskrit
Vidyapithaat village Niminain the memory of his
father and Tdsar Sanskrit Vidyapitha at village
Tdsar of Khdlikote.

For his outstanding contribution towards
freedom struggle of IndiaBinayak Mohapatrahas
been honoured by the former Prime Minister of
IndiaSmt. IndiraGandhi in 1972, by the former
Chief Minister of Odisha Sri Janaki Ballav
Pettanaik and by the former President of India
Smt. Pratibha Patil on 9th August 2007 in
Rastrapati Bhavan on the eve of observance of
Kranti Divas a New Ddhi.

Braja Paikaray, Advocate and Notary Public,
Bhubaneswar Court, Bhubaneswar-14.
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Political Movements of Bhagirathi Pattnaik
In the Context of Gandhian |deology

The higtory of freedom movement in Odisha is
the expression of forcesthat congtitutesan integral
part of dl India struggle. The soil of Sambdpur
has produced so many heroeswho were scarified
themsdlvesinthesarviceof themotherland againg
thetyrannicd ruleof the British Government during
the freedom movement in Sambal pur. Samba pur
forms the streams of militant nationalism in the
Indian war of Independence where the name of
Bhagirathi Paitnaik iswritten in golden |etters.

Bhagirathi Pattnaik as the follower of
Gandhi has worked in the Non-cooperation
movement with the congress members, continued
for Peasant congregation during Civil-
disobedience movement and revolted actively in
the Quit India movement.

Early Life:

Bhagirathi Pattnaik was born on 9"
November, 1884. His father was Jadunath
Pattnaik who was an amin during the Sambal pur
land settlement and mother was Kumari Bani. He
spent his early childhood in the peaceful
atmosphere of Barpai and took admission at the
ZillaSchool, Samba pur for higher education. He
left school when he was in 9" class due to the
accidental deeth of hisfather in 1903 & Attairat

Bhagirathi Pettnaik joined as an Odia
Teacher at Smagaon Dhanwantiri near Raipur in

52

Mahendra Kumar Dash

1904. At that time Samba pur District was under
MadhyaPradesh. But he suddenly resigned from
the post. Next Bhagirathi Pattnaik joined the Patna
King Prithvirg Sing Deo asaNazir and promoted
to the position of Muns and lastly to the persond
secretary of the King. He spent nineyearsaslike
a deaf, dumb and blind man in the empire of
tyranny and suppression. When hestarted raising
voiceagaing the oppressiveking, hewasarrested
and sent to Jail at Bolangir on 9t February 1920.

The Non-Cooperation Movement and
Bhagirathi Pattnaik

Gaya Congress.

Bhagirathi Paitnaik being influenced with
the spirit of patriotism and nationalism voiced
agang the tyrannical and unjust rule of the king.
Thus he was sent to jail. After his release from
Bolangirjall on07.12.1920, he brought aCharkha
and started spinning Khadar. He trained his son
Prafullaand wife Jambubati in thisregard. At that
time Gandhiji had started his Non-cooperation
movement from 1t August 1920 and Sambal pur
took an active part in this movement. The
movement was spread out in Sambalpur district
under the leadership of Chandra Sekhar Behera.
Students left schoals, collegesto join the Strike.
It was on 20" June 1921 a grand meeting was
held at Sunaripada of Barpdi where Bhagirathi
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played a greet role in enralling the names of the
people in the movement. People were kin to
register their names as the members of the
Congress.2

But due to the Chauri Chaura incident
Gandhiji stopped the movement and took active
interest on weaving Khadi, removal of
untouchability.

Bhagirathi Pattnaik went to village to
village for preparing people for the Gaya
Congress. The preparatory mesting was held at
Bdibandha, Sambal pur from 23 October 1922
to 25" October 1922.

Bhagirathi Pattnaik was selected to the
Orissa provincial congress from Sambalpur.
Among others Nrusingha Guru, Kunjabehari
Meher and Ladabha Thoria, Mahavir Sing had
joined the Gaya Congress® They darted ther
journey from Jharsugudaon 21t December 1922.
The congress meeting was held from 26t
December 1922 to 31 December 1922. After
attending the conference they returned to home
with a new spirit of Gandhian ideology of
prevention of untouchability, spinning Charakha
and prevention of intoxication etc. Accordingly,
Khadi centers were opened in Bargarh, Barpali
and Attabira. Bhagirathi wasaccompaniedinthis
regard by Chintamani Pujari, Laxminarayan
Mishra, Achyutananda Purohit and others.

When Gandhiji was arrested on
11.1.1923 after Gaya Congress, Bhagirathi
Pettnaik dong with hisfriends observed ‘ Hartal’
in Sambd pur town on 18" January 1923.

Inspite of his poor economic family
condition Bhagirathi Pattnaik wanted to
participate in the Kakinada Congress held on
28.12.1923. Hejoined K akinada Congresswith
the Congress representative ticket No. 2447.4
Bhagirathi mest Muhammad Ali the president of
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the Kakinada Congress meeting and Motila
Nehru. While returning to Sambd pur Bhagirathi
came in close contact with the Berhampur
congress committee and reached to Puri tojoina
meeting with Ramdas Babaji and Nrusingha
Pattnaik. The meeting was intended to free
Gandhiji from Jail. He announced the message of
Kakinada Congress at Bhubaneswar, Khordha,
Kantilo, Baud, Sonepur, Kumbhari and Barpdi.

The 39" Sesson of the Indian Nationa
Congress was held at Belgoan on 1924.
Jawaharla Nehru issued specid delegates card
for Bhagirathi Pattnaik. Bhagirathi Pattnaik
digtributed the cyclostyled copies regarding the
negligence of the Pradesh Congress Committee.
Gopabandhu observing the Stuation rushed to
Bhagirathi and sad. “Bhagirathi Babu, | wasredly
indark, hencel will lapse the meatter et our family
dispute confined to our home, what isthe need of
making a public show of It.?" His affectionate
word melted hisheart. Hewithdrew theresolution
copies from Nehru and others.

Gandhiji visited Sambalpur on 23
December 1928. He was accompanied by
Kagturba Gandhi and Dev Das during his vist.
Bhagirathi organized ameeting in the memory of
Laa Lgpa Ra who was beaten by an English
Officer and ultimately died on November 1928.
Protesting againg the Britishers Bhagirathi Pattnaik
on that day gave a Khaddar dhoti and a coat to
his son Prafulla

Declaration of Purna Swaraj and Bhagirathi
Pattnaik (Salt Campaign)

In the Lahore session of 1929 “Purna
Swarg)” was passed and congress decided to
observe the Purna Swarg) Day on 26" Jan 1930
throughout India. Bhagirathi made all
arrangements to celebrate |ndependence Day at
Sambapur. Didrict Magidrate Bharat Chandra
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Nayak was present to observe the situation.
Bhagirathi read out the resolution paper passed
by the Congress.

Sambalpur played an important role
during the SdAlt Satyagraha movement of 1930.
Bhagirathi organized a public mesting & Bargarh
with Chaturbhujaand Premsankar to discussthe
matter. On 19th March, Laxminarayan,
Bhagirathi, Dayananda Chintamani, Sudhansu
Sekhar, Nrusingha Guru and Durga Guru were
charge sheeted and ordered to appear beforethe
court.

It was during the 24 phase of the
Satyagraha on 8" July, 1932 when Bhagirathi
Pettnaik dong with hisrevolutionary workerswere
arested. Gandhiji started individud Satyagraha
where he pleaded “All those who are able and
arewilling to offer individud Satyagrahaon their
own respong hbility without expectation of any help
from the Congress organizations are expected to
doso”.5

Bhagirahi Patnaik dong with his wife
Jambubati Pettnaik and son Prafulla Pattnaik
darted individua civil-disobedience movement.
It was on 229 September 1933, Bhagirathi
Pettnaik along with his family members were
arrested while picketing at Bargarh.

After released from jail they began to
serve the earth quake destitute. Prafullaworked
in the relief camps of Mungher, Saharse,
Panchgahhia and Bangoan. Bhagirathi Pettnaik
met Jawaharla Nehruwho cameto supervisethe
relief work. On 3¢ April 1934 they spent anight
with Mahatma Gandhi, Bhagbati Devi and
Jamundad Bgg in one camp.

Gandhi visted Orissain May 1934 for
anintensve study of the problem of untouchables
and the method of solution. He reached
Jharsugudaon 5" May 1934 at 5am. dong with
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Laxminarayan Sahu, Rg) Kumar Bose, Thakkar
Bana and some of his associates.® Gandhiji aso
vidgted the Harijan Bustee of Sambdpur on the
sameday. Bhagirathi discussed various problems
with Gandhiji and informed him about their
success in closing the wine shops at different
places.

Government of India Act was passed in
1935. The Congress decided to work within the
framework of this new Act because it accorded
new gtatus to the provinces. The act came into
force in 1937 and the Congress decided to take
part in the dection for legidative assemblies at
eleven provinces. Bhagirathi took active part in
the dection campaign.

Quit India Movement and Bhagirathi
Pattnaik

Bhagirathi Pattnaik took active partinthe
Quit India Movement. The higoric “Quit India’
resolution was passed on 14" July 1942. It
renewed thedemand thet British Rulein Indiamust
end immediately. Bhagirathi organized the people
at Sambalpur with his son Prafulla. Prafulla
Pettnaik also collected funds from Deoghur and
Dhunkafor the August Revolution. On 17 April
1943 Jambubati Pettnaik died due to heart fall
when Bhagirathi and Prefullawereinjal. Ayodhya
Prasad Mishra a famous congress leader lit up
the pyre.

It was on 10" February 1943, Gandhiji
undertook a long fast for 21 days agang the
atrocities and illega collection of money by the
government. A feding of high tendon spreed dll
over the didrict. Even illiterate labourers in the
interior villages knew the deteriorating condition
of Gandhiji’s health and expressed keen anxiety
regarding the effect of hisfagt.”

Bhagirathi Pattnaik presided over a
mesting & Dharmada, Sambapur. This mesting
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was organized againg the anti-people policies of
the interim government. He supported the
student’ smovement openly at Sambal pur on 24®
November 1945 as a protest againgt the firing
and lathi charge on the students in Cacutta and
he organized the sudents & Bargarh and Barpdli.
The Independence Day was observed on 26
Jan 1946 at some centres of the didtrict.®

But the Independence Day was
celebrated throughout India with greet joy and
enthusasm on 15" August 1947. Mr. Garnath
Gartia presided over the Independence
celebration meeting a Barpdi.

Conclusion

The contributions of Bhagirathi Pettnaik
and hisfamily inthefreedom sruggle are priceless
andimmeasurable. Hisrolewasnot only confined
to Sambalpur but aso in different parts of India
Bhagirathi Pattnalk as a follower of Gandhiji
actively worked from Non-cooperation
movement to the Independence of India
Bhagirathi’s contribution in the peasant
congregetions, individuas Setyagraha, revolution
againg the British Government and his stand
agang untouchability isremarkableand historical.
He ds0 raised his voice for equa opportunities
to al irrespective of his caste, creed etc. He
redlised that true democracy could not beachieved
without education. He emphasized upon the
village Panchayats to resolve the disputes of the
villagers. Bhagirathi as an ardent follower of
Gandhiji entered into the Jagannath temples at
Barpdi with the untouchebles. Bhagirathi took
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active part in the Voodan Movement in 1957. In
this movement they got a village “Panimord as
Gramdan. He identified himself with the
Communigt Party of Indiawith Red Hag during
thelast part of hislife. Heaso participated ectively
in the communist movement againg thepricerise,
unemployment and corruption in 1976. Thiswas
the last political movement for 92 years old
Bhagirathi Pettnaik. It was on 9" July 1980 his
great soul vanished with the Supreme Soul leaving
his unforgettable deeds, for whom the soil of
Sambd pur has been glorified.
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An OdiaPatriot of Freedom Struggle
Niranjana Pattnaik

Theearly years of thetwentieth century witnessed
the emergence of ayounger group within thefold
of Indian National Congress (INC), who dreamt
of “Swarg”. Some of those visonaries|eft dudies
and some other resigned from Government jobs
to participate in the movement to free the
motherland from the sheckles of imperidism. This
was the period when Gandhiji appeared after
returning from South Africa, in the firmament of
Indiaand transformed the freedom struggle from
aclassto amass movement. It was also thetime
for amalgamation of the Odia speaking tracts
which remained divided under four divisonssuch
as Bengal, Bihar, Central Province and the
Madras Presdency in to one adminidretive unit.
Thisled to an organized movement for many years
for the formation of anew Odia spesking State,”
Odisha’. This agitation for amagamation roused
and moulded public opinion and helped much for
the growth of palitica consciousnessof thepeople
in the early decades of the twentieth century. In
this criticd juncture the contribution of an Odia
visonary was unique who tried to integrate the
Odiamovement with that of the greater freedom
gruggle. “Niranjana the Perniel river, the
sourceof water, theflow of which comesfrom
the sky high Himalaya to mergewith theblue
sea. It is the ocean of power, love and
affection to win over the thousand hearts,
the pious cold touch smoothened not only
the countrymen but also the people of world”.
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Niranjan Pattnaik was born on 24" of November,
1896 a avillage named Rukhakananear Polosara
of the then district Ganjam under Madras
Presidency. His father was Damodar Patnaik,
who wasworking asaNazir inthe Munsf Court
of Aska Town. His mother was Haramani. Both
the parents had the nationalist bent of mind.
Niranjan was the eldest son of the family.
Damodar had seven children and Niranjan was
the eldest one who loved Khadi very much to
wear from the childhood, the nationdist inggnia.
Niranjan completed his eementary education at
Askaand later hewasadmittedinthe AskaBoard
High Schoal to pursue his entrance examination.
Asastudent hewas serious, studiousand sincere.
At that time as Ganjam was under the presidency
of Madras, the Entrance (XI) examination was
conducted by the Madras University. Inthe Y ear
1914, Niranjan Patnaik an Odiaboy secured first
class first position in whole of the Madras
Universty and becamethe pride for dl of us. He
had broken all the past records of the University
securing Ninety one percentage of marks. Hehad
passed intermediate examination in Arts from
Khallikote College, Berhampur. During his two
years of say a Berhampur, he confronted with
number of problems that Odias had been facing
then because of the Telugu predominance, in the
field of sarvice, inthefidd of busnesseverywhere.
This affected a lot to young Niranjan, a boy of
twenty in 1914; the Utka Union Conferencewas
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organized by the king of Parlakhemundi-
Maharaja Krushna Chandra Gajapati who
seemed to be the spearhead of the then Odia
movement. Many selflessworkers cameto boost
Odia nationalism in the remotest corners of the
digtrict. With these fedings, Niranjan graduated
from Madras University in 1918 and went to
Cdcuttato study M.A. and Law inthe University
of Cdcutta. With the heplessness fedings of the
Odia intheir motherland Odisha, he got endless
pain throughout his study period. He had
concentrated his mind to do something for the
amagametion and unification of the Odiapesking
area. During hisstay at Cdcutta, he spent histime
and brainin collecting the past glory and records
of history, geography, art, culture and politicd
map of Odishaand started writing a very factua
and evidence able book co-authored by asimilar
senior activist Chakrgpani Pradhan. The title of
the book was the “Odia Movement” under the
pseudonym “two bachelors of Arts” and
published in Dec. 1919 by the Ganjam Odia
Samgj, Berhampur. Odisha was then vivisected.
In this book a strong plea was made for the
amagamation of the Odia spesking areas under
one adminigrative head and for the creation of a
separate Odisha Province. The booksintroduced
Odiasnationdly and inter-nationdly and empower
Odias to put forth their demand for a separate
date. Even Gandhiji, when he came across this
book, did appreciate the argument initiated in
favour of the separate entity. Theideasincul cated
in the book received al-round support and
judtification for aseparate tate. Theyear, next to
the publication of “the Odia movement” was
1920, which was the turning point in the history
of freedom struggle of India. Gandhiji hurled
himsdf into the centre of Indian palitics TheNorn-
Cooperation Movement was started againgt the
British rule. The movement was boy-cott of
schools and colleges and the nationa activigts
exhorted the student mass to participate in the
freedom struggle. During this period, Niranjan
was a Calcutta to pursue his higher studies and
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camein contact with anumber of nationdists. He
was greetly influenced by their activities and the
dormant seed of patriotism awakened. In this
favoured Stuation heleft hisstudies, returned back
to his village with a mind to spread the news of
Non- Cooperation. He had taken arented house
at Hillpatnain Berhampur and opened a‘ Swarg
Ashram’ to soread Khadi Andolan asamovement
agang Britishers. The ‘Swarg Ashram’ unified
the nationdists of the areaand the supportersfor
the cause.

Niranjan Patnaik attended the INC
Session at Nagpur in Dec, 1920. Odisha
represented through thirty delegates for the
meeting under the leadership of Pandit
Gopabandhu Das. On the way back, they also
attended the Utkal Union Conference held at
Chakradharpur on the 1%t day of Jan, 1921. In
the Conference, amomentous decison wastaken
to accept Non-Cooperation movement of the
Congress. Niranjan Pattnaik had taken avitd role
to mohilize and to move the movement in Sde
Odisha. The Non-Cooperation Movement got a
boost in Odisha due to the visit of Gandhiji, on
239 March, 1921. Gandhiji addressed meetings
at Cuttack, Bhadrak, Satyabadi, Puri,
Berhampur, etc, within aperiod of Six daysof his
stay. Niranjan Pettnaik as aleader from Ganjam
hed the meetingswith Gandhiji. During the period,
he pleaded a Berhampur that Ganjam Didtrict
Congress Committee (GDCC) should be
congtituted as a part of Utka Pradesh Congress
Committee (UPCC) and not asapart of Madras
Presdency Congress Committee. The demand
and the clamwas received whole hearted support
of the other veteran Odia Congress leaders like
Biswanath Das, Sashibhusan Rath, Dibakar
Patnaik, etc but was opposed by the Telugu
Congress |leaders. Despite the opposition, the
Ganjam D.C.C. became a component of the
Utka Pradesh Congress Committee. Niranjan
collected rupeesten thousand and presented it to
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Gandhiji for the freedom fighting fund of the

nation. The Ganjam Odianationdiststook thisas
awin and a step ahead towards the creation of a
separate dtate. The organizational work of the
Ganjam D.C.C. was entrusted with the young
Niranjan. Accordingly, the recongtitution of the
UPCC aso took place on 30" Nov, 1921 and
Niranjan Pattnaik was a so taken as an executive
member in the Ganjam D.C.C. from the date.

Niranjan Pattnaik along with Hare
KrushnaMahatab, Gopabandhu Das, Bhagirathi
Mohapatra, Gopabandhu Choudhury,
NedakanthaDasweredso dected for the Odisha
Pradesh Committee as the representatives to All
India Congress Committee (AICC). Niranjan
was a staunch Non- Cooperator. He visited
different villages and made door to door campaign
to spread the messages of Gandhian Non-
Cooperation like boycotting of foreighn goods,
remova of untouchability, soreading the Khedi
Andolan, Charkha-Spinning, etc. The Congress
men were given training on Khadi Andolan, etc.
in the Swarg Ashrama. In the process of the
movement he courted the displeasureonthe British
Government and was imprisoned and lodged at
Kuddar Jal of Tamilnadu. After the rlease, he
took active part in organizing Utkd Sammilani
(Utka Union Conference) a Berhampur in 1923.
A memorandum was prepared and submitted to
the government on behdf of the Utkal Union
Conference for the amdgamation of the Ganjam
District with Odisha Division. In 1924, he
presented himsdlf infront of the Phillip-Duff inquiry
Committeefor theunification of the Odiaspesking
tracts. In the Kanika peasant movement (Kanika
Praza Andolana@) Niranjan Pattnaik with H.K.
Mahatab went to L ucknow and held discussons
with theveteran leeder of the AICC Pandit Madan
Mohan Mdaviya regarding the atrocities of the
British. Mahatma Gandhi stressed on the spread
of Khadi Andolan as an important wegpon of
freedom struggle. Niranjan Pattnaik and
Gopabandhu Choudhury were nominated to
remainincharge of Ganjam digtrict and of Odisha
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State Centre respectively. After the resgnation
of Gopabandhu Choudhury, Niranjan remained
incharge of OdishaState aso. In 1924, amesting
of AICC was held a Kakinada, now in Andhra
Pradesh, along with the problems of freedom
movement, the Telugu-Odiadispute wasreffered
to a Committee headed by Chakrabarty Raj
Gopdachari. Niranjan Pattnaik aong with Pandit
Nilakantha Das were the members to this
Committee. After some days Chakrabarty Ra
Goplachari resgned fromits Chairmanship leaving
the problem asiit was.

In the year 1925, Niranjan married to
Kishoremani, the daughter of Dasrathi Mohanty,
an age old Zamindar of Kumbharapada near
Nimapara of Puri digtrict. Kishoremani was aso
having a nationaigtic outlook and shared the
activities with her husband hand to hand. Later
on she became awoman |leader and worked for
the freedom of India. After the suspension of the
Non-Cooperation Movement, Gandhiji
announced a number of programmes for the
promotion of Khadi, etc. Niranjan took active
interest in the Khadad Movement in whole of the
digtrict especidly a Kodala, Kabisurya Nagar,
Kukudakhandi, Nuapada, etc. Gandhiji
established All India Charakha Sangha and
Niranjan was appointed asthe chief organizer for
Odisha in 1925. To popularize Khadi and the
messages of Gandhiji, Niranjan published aLitho-
Typed daily newspaper named ‘Gandhi
Samachar’ from Berhampur on 1% Nov., 1927
and the Samachara continued publication till 3¢
Jan, 1928. Mahatma Gandhi came to Odishaiin
1927 and dong with Niranjan Pattnaik he visited
different places of Odisha to take stock of the
Khadi situation. Looking at the ‘Gandhi
Samechar’ thedaily, itissadthat theweekly Asha
of Sashibhusan Rath was madeto publishdally in
the name of ‘Dainik Asha from 1t April, 1928.
The AICC met a Calcuttain Dec, 1928. Niranjan
Pattnaik as a top ranking Congress leader of
Odishapleaded to takearesolutioninthesesson
on the unification of the Odia spesking tractsand
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on the formation of a separate state dong with

Rajkrishna Bose and Neelakantha Das. The
president of AICC was Motilal Nehru who
disallowed the proposal. As a result of
dissatisfaction al Odia delegates |eft the sesson
in ahuff and expressed their discontentment and
resentment againgt the Congress leadership by
marching on the streets of Calcutta. Later Motila
regretted and then Odia delegates rgjoined the
Sesson. In 1930, AICC resolved to start civil
disobedience movement by violating the
obnoxious Sdt law. Odisharesponded to the call
very serioudy. Niranjan asthe president of DCC
spearheaded the “ Salt Satyagrahd’ in the area.
He dong with his wife kishoremani Devi, Rama
Devi, Sarda Devi, Mdati Choudhury, Narayan
Patra, Jaggannath Mishra and other Congress
workers marched from villageto village garnering
the support of the civilians for the Satyagraha.
Being inspired by Gandhiji’s Dandi March,
Niranjan led a group of more than hundred
Satyagrahis from Berhampur and nearby areas
on 30t April and reached the village on 5" May
to bresk the sdt laws. Satyagrahis along with
Niranjan were arrested on the spot and sent to
Veéllore Jal. There was an unprecedented mass
participation in the movement and the people
displayed exemplary courage and tenacity in
braving the official machinery of terror and
repression. Niranjan was sentenced for two years
of imprisonment but due to the Gandhi-Irwin
agreement he was released in April 1931. After
the release from prison, he attended the AICC
meeting at Karachi in 1931 where along with
others he pleaded fervently on the cregtion of a
separate Odisha province in the Second Round
Table Conference; Gandhiji expressed hisconsent
for the purpose. To monitor the issue an action-
committee was set up by the UPCC under the
chairmanship of NilakanthaDasinwhich Niranjan
was a member. Because of the efforts made by
the committee O’ Donnel Committee was
constituted in Sept, 1931 to demarcate the
boundaries of the proposed Odisha province.

QOdisha Review

During the period, Niranjan experienced
the worst ever financid criss. After the death of
hisfather, thewholeburden of mantaining thelarge
family cameto Niranjan. After algpseof tenyears
of time span Niranjan again went to prosecute
his study. After getting the Law degree, he
obtained the license for practicing Law from
Madras High Court and started his professon as
an advocate a Askain 1934. Within no time, he
got the distinction in the profession and the
financid crisswasover up to someextent. During
the period, agpecid session of the Utkal Samilani
was organized at Berhampur in 1934. Niranjan
aso worked in the Sammilani for the formation
of hisMotherland, the Odishaprovince. Ladtly, it
was decided by the British Charter in the round
table at London and a committee was set to
demarcate the boundaries. The committee
camped at Cuttack and at Berhampur in 1934.
‘The Odia movement’ book written by him and
another helped alot in submitting memorandums,
petitions, and to submit the factua evidences a
Governors, Badlats, etc. It isfdlt that the king of
Parlakhemundi and Khdllikote pleaded the facts
a the Round Table Conferences which were
based on the Odia Movement Book. Niranjana
was felicitated for writing such a book which
paved theway for formation of aseparate Odisha
province on a linguistic basis in the Utkal
Sammilani’s Cuttack Session. The Odisha
Pradesh was formed on ¥ April, 1936 the
happiness crossed the boundaries for al Odias
and for dl the makers of New Odishawho was
dreaming for the same since centuries. Niranjan
was extremely happy to see the creetion of his
dreamed separate province ‘ Odisha and felt the
victory but at the same time he was still worried
about the freedom of India. The first genera
election for Odisha Divison was held in 1937.
Niranjan took active rolein mohilizing the support
to Congress Party but he himself did not enter in
to the direct process of the election rather
preferred to work as an organizer. Asthe leader
of thenationd party, MahargaKrushnaChandra
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Ggapati wasinvited by the Governor toformthe

minigry on 1st April, 1937.

During the Quit-India-Movement,
Niranjan Pattnailk mobilized the movement in
Aska, Rasalkonda, Boirani, Kodala, Jagannatha
Prasad and many other places of Ganjam and
Odisha. The activigts disrupted the telephonic,
trangport and communication services and even
St dynamites to explore Rushikulya dam. They
looted Government treasury at Aska. Niranjan
was extending the legd and financid help to the
freedom fighters. British Government Police
dleged thedirect involvement of Niranjan Pattnaik
in the so called disturbances but not ableto arrest
and prove his involvement. On 1t April, 1936,
theinauguration ceremony of the OdishaProvince
was commenced with a Darbar held in the
Revenshaw College hdl at Cuttack. Sir Courtney
Terrd, the Chief Justice of Patna, administered
the oath to Sr John Austin Hubback as the first
Governor of Odisha. Following message to the
people of Odisha, wasthen, issued from London
as the greetings to the people of New Odisha
Province. “ 16 Codogan Gardens, London SW.I.
ontheinauguration of the new province of Odisha
| am glad to have opportunity of sending a
message of greeting and congratulation to the
‘Odid peopleandtowishthemdl progperity and
successin future.

Niranjan Paitnaik was asincere advocate
and dso a serious freedom fighter. He was an
activig in the Quit India Movement of 1942. He
was instrumental in spreading the Charakha
movement across the length and breadth of
Odisha. He was also a frontline leader in
Gandhiji’ scivil disobedience movement and St
Satyagrahain Odishafor which hewas put behind
the bars. He has worked in various capacitiesin
the Congress organization and also in the
provincid committees. Hewasagood organize,
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and knew the trick to get the things done
successfully by others so. On 14" Aug, 1943,
Niranjan went to Rasulkonda (Bhanjanagar) court
with some cases of the activist, returned towards
evening to his resdence at Petroja Peta of Aska
and fdt uneasy. The next day he was suffering
from diarrhoea. To our misfortune, exactly four
years before India s Independence, the body of
Niranjan Pattnaik, the hero of separate Odisha
Province and asincerefreedom fighter collapsed.
Theillugtriouspatriot breathed hislast on 15" Aug,
1943. He died a the age of only forty-seven
leaving his family, four tiny daughters and two
sons. Kishoremani left his husband at the age of
thirty-six, her ddest daughter was only of fourteen,
Jayanti thenext oneat nine, thefird sonat 7 years,
the third daughter Abanti was only of five years
and theyoungest son Bijayketanwasat four years
and last one the daughter Reeta was 2 years of
age. The plight came not only to the family
membersof Niranjan but to the people of Odisha

The glorious activities performed by this
illugtrious persondity blessed the membersof his
family and s0, they were established in a decent
way. Jayanti Patnaik, the second daughter isnow
asenior palitician of the country and Janaki Bdlava
Patnaik the son-in-law isthe Governor of Asam
State and so on. In 1980, as an attribute to
Niranjan Pattnaik, the Government of Odisha
established aGovt. Women' s Collegein thename
of Niranjan andtheciviliansof Askarenamedthe
Petroja Street where Niranjan wasresiding asan
honour to this magnetic persondity as Niranjan.

Dr. Prafulla Chandra Mohanty, Sanskruti Sadan,
Village- Baiyali, P.O- Mantridi, Dist- Ganjam-761008.
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Aftermath of the Non-Cooperation Movement :
The Kanika Uprisng

Kanika was a permanently-seitled estate in the
digtrict of Cuttack. The Rgaof Kanika, Rgendra
Narayan Bhanj Deo was a man of public spirit
and had digtinguished himself asaleader of Utkd
Union Conference and also as a member of the
Legidative Council, both provincid and centrd,
and a close associate of Madhusudan Das. But
heincurred the displeasure and annoyance of the
people within his estate because of his policy of
heavy financid extortions from undue exactions
of severd taxes by his subordinate officias. The
people were required to pay 64 illega taxes. In
1918-19, therewasan acute scarcity of food stuff
in Kanika. In 1920 crops were destroyed by
heavy flood. In such agate of economic misery,
king proposed to undertake a fresh land
Settlement. The people opposed it on the ground
that anew settlement by the Zamidar would result
in an exorbitant rise in taxes, and suggested
settlement by the Government. So a peasant’s
agitation was brewing in the Zamidari estate of
Kanika, whilethe Non- Cooperation Movement
was going on. Closealy linked with the Non-
Cooperation Movement in Orissa there was an
anti-feuda peasant uprisng which occurred inthe
Kanika Zamidari edtate . This agitation assumed
amilitant form after the suspension of the Non-
cooperation Movement.*

Dr Janmejay Choudhury

While the agrarian discontent againg the
Raja was growing the Non-cooperation ideas
were entering into the state. Consequently, the
peoplewere becoming bold enough to exhibit the
open manifestation of their discontent. The Rga
was opposed to the Non- cooperation Movemertt,
and wanted to check the infiltration of the non-
cooperation ideas into the estate. The Congress
leaders of Orissa wanted not only to spread the
Non-cooperation in Kanikaasin other areas but
a0 sympathized the peasant movement in Kanika
which was interwoven into the anti-British
movement, and the Rgja succeded in convincing
the British authorities that the peasant movement
of Kanika had their own grounds for agitation;
and theleadership of the peasant agjitation emerged
from within the Kanika esate instead of being
superimposed by the outside Congress leaders.

In September 1921 Babaji Ramdas
entered the Kanika estate, and made fiery
gpeeches for rousing anti- British and anti-Rgja
feelings. He was arrested on 21 September
1921. Other Congressleaders, namdy Bhagirathi
Mahapatra and Jadumani Mangarg aso visted
Kanika and tried to spread Non-cooperation
ideas. A Swargy Ashram was established there
and the Swarg flag was hoisted. At thistime six
sudents of Rg Kanika High Schoal left thelr
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studies and joined in the Non-cooperation
Movement. By December 1921 the Rga had
obtained from theauthoritiesthe power of revenue
collection through certificate procedure, and

decided to undertake as new settlement. So an
accountant of king named Chakradhar Behera
resgned from his pogt and organized agitation
againg Rgja. Under hisleadership amestingwas
organized in January 1922 where everywhere
wanted to oppose the new policy of Rga. Then
Kanika peasants arranged village mesting, circle
meeting and grand mestings for carrying on the
agitation.? In February 1922, H.K.Mahatab,

digtributed aposter inwhich hecritcised the Rga
for hisnew tax system and effortsto suppressthe
Non-cooperation Movement. Mahatab wrote,”

the Kanika Sarkar thinksthat hewill obstruct the
waves of the Non-cooperation Movement by
dretching out hishand. But be it remembered that
the awakening of the people caused by the Non-

cooperation Movement will lower the head not
only of the Kanika Sarkar but aso of the Ddhi

Sarkar. Now we are awakened. Let the light of
the awakening bekept upinour hearts. Eventudly
it will spreed likewildfire, grow furiousand serve
asaguideto many countries’.® by February 1922,

the discontented peasants of Kanika werein a
militant motion. They wanted to pay thetax & the
previous costs, which the Raja opposed.

Consequently numbers of peasants deposited
their taxes in the Government treasury at
Kendrapada. In responseto apetition from 5000
tenants of Kanika, B. N. Ray, the Collector of
Cuttack conducted an inquiry to ascertain to what
extent rents had actualy been raised. Ray, found

that rents had been raised, while the plight of
peasants had not improved. But, Ray was
immediately transferred probably because he had
supported to peasant’ sgenuinesses* Althoughthe
peasantsfelt embol dened by the anti- British Non-

cooperation to chalengethe Rgaof Kanika, and
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the Orissa Congress|eaders sympathized with the
distressed tenants of Kanika, the agitation of the
peasants cannot be said to have been engineered
by the Congress. But the Rga of Kanika, the
gresat favourite of the Government, convinced the
Government that the Stuation againgt him was
engineered by the Congressmen and was a part
on the Non-cooperation Movement. The
Government trusted and supported the Rgjaand
Raja carried on his oppression in al possble
ways. About the oppression of Rgja, Mahatab
has described in hisAutobiography: “ At thet time
Rgaof Kanikaand the British Government were
in very good terms. To spesk againgt the Rgja of
Kanikawastantamount to treason, onthe charge
of which the gunned policemen were shoating and
looting indiscriminately, many rich people were
reduced to poverty and many women were
molested. Such areign of terror was created by
the policethat even pregnant womenfledtojungle
where they gave birth to their babies. Rich men
likeKhaetas Ray and Ashwini Kumar Pde were
not only deprived of their huge landed property
but dso expdled from the estate.”

Raja wanted to suppress the peasants
agitaion ruthlesdy with the Government’s help.
On 18" April, 1922 four peons were assaulted
by amob of 400 peasants when the peons were
a Patarpur village to digtribute notices on some
judgment debtors. After thisassault, the Inspector
of Police of Kanikaarrested five accused persons
under section 147 of IPC. But the arrested
personswere rescued by amaob of 2000 persons.
Soon 24 armed forces were sent from Cuttack
to suppress the rebellious mob of one thousand
people at Patarpur killing three persons and
injuring 18 persons, and virtudly created areign
of terror among the people of Kanika. About 150
people were arrested for their association with
the peasant agitation and weremadeto walk with
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handcuff. Raja imposed upon his tenants a
collective fine of 10,000/-. He gected anumber

of tenants on the ground of non-payment of rent.

Consequently, a number of tenants owning

hundreds of acres of land became Street beggars.

The Rga of Kanika and the British authorities
wholly co-operated with each other in suppressing

the tenants. Any statement againgt the Rga of

Kanikawas consdered by the authoritiesashigh

treason. Subsequently, however, when the High

Court acquitted the arrested Kanika leader

Chakradhar Beherawho had been arrested under

section 107 of IPC, it held that the Kanika
agitation was only apeasant’ s agitation having no

taint of treason.

The British Government not only
suppressed the anti-feuda or anti-Rgja agitation
of the discontented peasants, but aso took al
possible steps to prevent the intervention of the
Congress leaders in their affairs. Pandit
Gopabandhu Das, the President of UPCC was
inclined towards an amicabl e settlement between
the Rgja and the tenants rather than taking side
with the tenants. When the Congress leaders
heard of the ghastly stories of oppression on the
tenants, they adopted a sympathetic attitude
towards the tenants and strongly condemned the
atrocitieson thetenants. Pandit Gopabandhu Das
criticized the atrocities on the peasants of Kanika
in his ‘Samg”. Then Congress leeder Dr. Atd
Bihari Acharyavisted Kanikain violation of 144
of IPC and exposed the informations about the
oppression on the tenants. In Cuttack and
Bhadrak section 144 was enforced to prevent
the holding of any meeting on Kanika affairs. On
14 May 1922, UPCC held ameeting at Baleswar
despite the enforcement of section of 144. This
meseting passed a resolution which was moved
by Gopabandhu Das demanding an important
inquiry into the atrocitiesin Kanika On 16 May
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1922, Gopabandhu Das and the UPCC
Secretary, Bhagirathi Mahapatra arrived at
Bhadrak to attend Baleswar District Conference
where section 144 was served on them.
Neverthdess they held a meeting in a mosgue
campus. After returning from Bhadrak,
Gopabandhu and other Congress memberswere
arrested and imprisoned, and in could not be
possible for the Congress leaders to do anything
on Kanika matters. Rga of Kanika filed many
defamation cases againgt Gopabandhu for his
gatementin® The Samg” on Kanikaoppression.
A Government case held him for his violation of
section 144 at Bhadrak. Digtrict Magistrate of
Cuttack issued awarrant of arrest to him under
section 17 of the Crimind Law Amendment Act
for organizing of Swarg Volunteer Crops. So
Gopabandhu was arrested for two years. Though
he remained in jail, his heart remained struck in
Kanika® Inthemeantime other Congressleaders
namely Bhagirathi Mahapatra, Ekram Rasul,
A.B.Acharya, Nilakantha Das, Jadumani
Mangargj, Govinda Chandra Mishra, Ananta
Mishra, Ramdas Babgji, H.K.Mahatab and
Niranjan Pattanaik were arrested and sentenced
to jail. On 25" August 1922 Choudhury
Bhagirathi Mahgpatramoved aresolutionin Bihar
and Orissa Legidative Council, demanding the
gppointment of a Committee with non-official
members in mgority for inquiry into Kanika
troubles.” In alengthy speech the mover gave an
elaborate description of the whole matters, and
narrated the stories of inhuman sufferings of the
people. He observed that an agrarian dispute of
vast magnitude had been converted asaproblem
of law and order. Some members from Orissa
also supported the move. On behalf of the
Government Mc Pherson called it as “ the
extraordinary case,’ but judtified theaction of Rga
Rga put the whole blame on the shoulders of the
Congress leaders for al the trouble and police
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action in that estate. He refused to make any
further enquiry into metter. Theresolution waslost
without any divison.® It revedled the attitude of
the authoritiesin deding with such agrarianissues
which ultimatdy discredited the dien rules.

On30August 1923, two daysbeforethe
prorogation of the first Reformed Council, an
important resol ution was moved to secure generd
pardon in favours of dl prisoners. The purpose
of themover of theresolution wasto render them
eligible for dection to the Council a the next
general election in November 1923. Some
membersfrom Orissawhole-heartedly supported
the resolution. It was observed that no violence
had been committed in Orissa by the Non-
cooperation and hence they could be granted
general pardon. The Government was not
prepared to consder theissue on the ground that
the Congress till maintained the revolutionary
policy. “They aredill out”, Mc.Pherson argued,”
for the overthrow or the paralyss of the present
Government in India as by law
established.............. "9 |n gite of firm opinion
of the Government on the matter, the Council
adopted the resolution on the same day.° In
1923, the Government decided to undertake a
stlement in Kanika
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Prgamandal Movement in Nayagarh

Much before the formaion of Prgamandd,
the people of Nayagarh were seething with
discontent. They were neglected by ther ruler.
Their socio-economic condition was most
pitigble. From the thirties of the 20" Century,
injustice, corruption, extortion and
maladminidration regned supreme in Nayagarh.
Mog of the time Krushna Chandra Singh,
Rga of Nayagarh, lived in foreign countries
The state affairs were entrusted to the
Dewans. They were mostly recruited from
outsde the sate!

Early in 1938 dtuation suddenly began
to deteriorate in Nayagarh. The date officids
were very much oppressive. More than half
of the state income went to the pockets of
these officids. lllegd taxes on road, opium,
betel, ganja etc. were imposed on the people.
No native people were given appointment
even in low sdaied employments of the Sate
Durbar.? On the other hand, the Rgja recruited
more and more officers from outsde. There
were two Dewans in Nayagarh, but there was
no co-ordingtion between them. In such a dae
of afair, it was doubtful as to who, in fact,
ruled the state. Whether K. C. Neogy or the
Court Inspector, or the elder dewan or the

Dr. Saroj Kumar Panda

younger one, or the Laa Saheb who was in
charge of the state endowments. * People did
not get water to drink and bathe in summer.
Through much difficulty they fetched a little
water from distant places. In the rainy season
the rivers overflowed and inundated their
paddy fields and houses. People did not even
get dtraw to thatch their houses. They had to
live in open ar under the scorching sun.® In
order to be relieved from such miseries, when
people went to appeal to the Raga of
Nayagarh, the date officids did not dlow them
to do so.

The impostion of monopoly on betd
and tamakhu by the Rga made the condition
of people most devadtating. Agang it, the
people darted ‘bete agitation’” in Nayagarh.
Due to the impostion, people had to purchase
it on high rate. Therefore, they boycotted to
consume betels. About 500 agitators appedled
to the Politicall Agent, stating the fact thet this
newly introduced bete monopoly was due to
extra expenses incurred in the frequent tours
of the Raga to Puri and Cdcutta® The
Dewan ordered the Police to arrest and assault
those who persuaded the people not to
purchase betels. As a result, Narayan Nanda
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and Bharat Sshoo from Odagaon, Biswanath
Mishra from Itamati and Ganapati Ram,
Banchhanidhi Panda and Akrura Maharana
were dragged to Itamati Police Station, where
they were severely beaten by the Police.

Lingarg Behera of Saranakula was
besten by the police so merciledy that it
created a terror in the minds of the people.
The fault of the person was that he was
reading a newspaper named ‘Krushak’. ¢
Another example of crudty was the assault
on Bhika Mdlik, a village choukidar by a
police Sub-Inspector, because the Choukidar
had not informed the higher authority about a
politicdl meeting held a Bolagarh.”

There was no rain in the months of
June, July and August 1938 and as a result
the people did not cultivate ther lands. So
there was no food for them. Persons owning
acres of land had to go for coolie work on
the streets® At such an hour of criss the
Prgamandd was formed in Nayagarh following
the foot-step of Nilgiri. Guided by the
Congress, the Nayagarh Prgamandal first
started Swadeshi movement in the dae. °
People used charakha and wore hand spun
Khadar. This movement continued for months
together. The Rga tried his best to win over
them but faled.

A meeting of the Prgamanda was
held on December 27, 1938. The state
authorities arrested two important leaders from
the meeting. Thereupon the Prajamandal
offered Satyagraha on 30" December. The
ruler then approached the Satyagrahis and
promised to issue a proclamation redressing
their grievances. But the people were not
convinced and hence continued their
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movement.:® A large number of people
assembled before the paace of the Rga and
demanded the release of their leaders. The
Rga out of fear, relessed the Prgamanda
workers on January 9, 1939.1*

With the outbresk of the World War-
[l in September 1939, the Pragjamandal
movement stood quite for some period in
Nayagarh. After the War period tenson was
mounting high in the date due to falure of
the Rga to meet the demands of Prgamandd.
In order to suppress the movement, the Rga
arrested the leaders like Sridhar Das,
Banchhanidhi Senapati, Laxman Moharana,
Sukru Behera, Udayanath Prusti and
Bidyadhar Mantri on July 19, 19422 Such
an action of the Rga, aggravated the Stuation
in Nayagarh and the people agan darted
Satyagraha in the state. They declared every
region in the date as independence entity and
attacked the Government office and Police
Station. About 400 weavers assembled at
Bolgarh on September 28, 1942 demanding
the rdease of Khadi centre of Dighi which
had been in the possesson of the police!®

The Police arrested the leaders of the
movement but in view of the gravity of the
gtuation, the British Government issued orders
to release the spinning centre for the use of
the *All India Spinners Association’.
Nevertheless, the agitation continued.
Prggamandal supporters from outsde states
joined in the Nayagarh movement in October
1942.% The people were determined to secure
their demands through peaceful Satyagraha
But the Rgja adopted repressve measures.
Consequently, there was a clash between the
armed police and the peaceful processon of
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the people on October 10, 1942. Police had
to open fire in order to disperse the mob.
One person named Kasti Dukha was short
dead and a number of persons were
wounded.!® Thereafter began the reign of
terror in Nayagarh.® Oppression started insde
the jall. Kanduri Parida and his son Budhi
Parida were begten to death ingde the jal.?”
Democratic movement continued, inspite of
such inhuman oppression in Nayagarh date.
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Madhusudan Deas,
The Pioneer of Industria Revolution in Odisha

The British rule became major cause of the
growing poverty of the Odiapeople. The collapse
of rurd artisan industries was caused largely by
competition with the chegper imported machine
goods from Britain. The cotton weaving and
spinning industries were worst
hit, silk and woolen textiles
fared no better and asmilar fate
overtook the iron pottery,
metals, oil-pressing and
tanning. Consequently, the
ruined handicraftmen and
artisansfaledtofind dternative
employment. The only choice
open to them was to crowd
into agriculture. Theincreasing
pressureon agriculturewasone |-
of the maor causes of the |
extreme poverty of Orissa [
under Britishrule. Furthermore [
age old method of cultivation,
lack of irrigation facilities, over assessment of land
revenue, fragmentation of land, rigid manner of
the collection of revenue and explaitation of the
pessants by the landlordsand money lenderswere
mainly responsible for the prevalence of deep

poverty among the peasantry of Orissa.*

Madhusudan Das had dready emerged
by the beginning of the 20" Century, as the
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indispensable leader of the Odias and was
organigng the Odia nationaism into a new form.
His sympathy with the public cause and his
pragmatic approach to many of the problems
endeared him to the Odias who had aready
darted addressing him as the
‘Grand old man' at the age of
50.2

Madhusudan Das
destined to occupy on very
important place in the socid,
politica and economic scene of
Orissa for fifty long years.
Madhusudan was born on 28
April 1848 at Satyabhamapur
in Cuttack district in a
respectable family. He was
graduated from the college of
London Missonary Society.
After the completion of Law
Degree, he started his practice in Alipore Court
of 24 Praganas. In 1881 he returned to Cuttack
to start legal practice® Soon he was deeply
involved in the socio-paliticd life of Orissa.

On behalf of the Odias he forwarded
following suggestionsto the Government in shepe
of a representation when Sir Rivers Thomson
visited Cuttack in 1885.4
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Expanson of Rallways.

The development of indudtrid training
Appointment of Odiasin high posts.
Panning for agriculturd development.
Amalgamation of Odia spesking aress.

In 1898 he advocated the opening of a
co-operative society in a gathering of important
persons of Cuttack.®

o w D PE

Mr. Madhusudan Das as a practical
politician redlized that without materia prosperity
palitics has no significance. Higtory told him thet
Odiasbuilt the great templesat Puri, Konark and
Bhubaneswar & an incaculable cost with wedth
brought from outside by the development of their
indugtria resources. The coadtd digtrictsof Orissa
always subject to flood and drought which
invaridbly bring famine in their company. The
inland province of Orissaishilly and mountaineous
Therefore agriculture cannot and could not feed
themillionsof Odiamouths. Industry and specidly
the cottage industry had to be revived.

Madhusudan Das, the most ambitious
man of Orissa sarted thinking deeply about the
possibilities of the economic development in
Orissa. In 1900 he advertised for the“ OrissaArt
wares’ which he established with a view to
expanding the cottage and the traditional small
scae industries of Orissa® He redized that in
order to keep pace with time and to prosper, it
would bewiseto take gregter interest inindustry.
Madhusudan Das is more often remembered for
his contribution to Orissa s indudtridization. His
achievements in this field were all the more
pectacular since no conscious efforts had been
made in this direction. Through the “Orissa Art
wares’ he firg started making on a large scde
thefiligreeworkswhich aretraditiona handicrafts
of Orissa. Variousother cottageindustries caught
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his atention too and he helped them to develop
on sounder footing. He exhorted the village
weavers to come over to his workshop and
receive better training in weaving.” He presented
filigree atides to many British officers in India
and abroad. His art wares were highly admired
by the top level British Officers like
W.Weddenburr?, CharlesElliot®, |.E. Webster™®,
W. Lawrence!!, U.S. Club*? and many others.

Besides Horn, Ivory and wood carving
brass, amunium and many other beautiful
handicraft products were manufactured in his
workshop. Madhusudan devoted himsdlf for their
improvement. He introduced new methods in
remoddling the working structure and taught the
workersto produce articlesmatching the modern
taste. Horn articles were exported to Calcuita,
Bombay and many other places. Varietiesof fancy
articles including paper cutters, sticks, combs,
birds, toysand decorative articleswere made out
of horn.®®* The comb factory could not become
profitable as raw materids were not available
plentily in Orissa. It was disposed off

subsequently. 14

The long cherished Utka Tannery was
established by him near Cuttack Railway dtetion
over an area of forty acres of land. He was
convinced of theimportance of such aconcernin
view of the chegp export of huge quantities of
raw |egther to England and the subsequent selling
of finished goods back in India & an exorbitant
price.r> Skinsof crocodiles, serpents, and lizards
which were easily available in Orissa were
collected for the shoe factory at hisinstance. He
laid utmost importance on the qudity of the shoes
that were being produced at hisfactory. Products
used to bevery meticuloudy examined for defects
and he was never prepared to compromise even
with very minor imperfection. He had invested a
very cond derableamount of money out of hisown
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income and incurred large debts to make it
operationd. 1

In the beginning the tannery had
appreciable progress and its products had great
demand in England and America'” Due to his
utmost emphads to qudlity, the factory used to
incur heavy losses at times. The entire concern
was cent percent Swadeshi.*8 Utka Tannery used
to befrequently visited by important persondities,
al of whomwerefull of praisefor it. Gopabandhu
Das described this as a great deed”.*®* Mahama
Gandhi paid a specid vigt to the Utkd Tannery
on 19 August 1925, while it was on the brink of
ruin.2° Utka Tannery became a losing concern
and could not be sustained for long. It dmost
closed down in 1927.

It may be worthwhile to quote Swami
Bichitra Nanda Das in connection with
Madhusudan Das contribution towards the
industridization of Orissa

“He emphasized the usefulness of cottage
indugtry, the formation of joint stock companies
and co-operative industries as early as 1903 ...
Redly he lived much ahead of histime. He was
50 years ahead of his country men in Orissa, but
people did not take up the spirit of indudrid life
and did not like to develop the particular nationd
genius of ther, but tried to seek jobs for making
both ends meet. Even, so early in 1903 he
introduced Charakha (pinning whed) which was
piled formerly in every household in Orissa He
hel ped and encouraged cotton cultivation to save
the people from hard competition with west and
to save the struggling weavers and cultivators in
their hard competition with Manchester goods.*

Madhusudan was the patriot of patriots
with rarest persondity who sacrificed the whole
of hislifefor the sake of his own nation.
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Socia Psychology

In society the following fundamenta factors are
necessary — unity, socid security and pesce.
Unity among themembersof any society or socid
sructure is absolutely necessary; otherwise the
gructure will gstart disntegrating. Lack of unity
among the members of society because of too
much sdf-interegt in the individuad members, the
formation of groups for economic or social
advantage, and thelack of understanding of others
acts not only bring about the downfal of society
but dso completdy eradicate it from the face of
the earth. Instances of so many groups and
empires disappearing dtogether are not rare in
the little-known higtory of thisworld.

The problem, therefore, is the
preservation of unity in society. If itispossbleto
enthusethe membersof society with thefollowing
they will ensure unity in society — a common
ided, acagtdesssodety, collective sodd functions
and no capita punishment.

It is so often heard that a particular
country was never o united as during the war.
Thisis entirdy due to love of one's motherland,
gnce dl of the individuas had a common idedl
and goal — to face the perils of wars. This
common ided is, however, a temporary phase
that disappears when the dangers of war
decrease.

Sadhana Mishra

According to P.R. Sarkar's theory, such
anided will never disgppesr likethecommonided
of facing the dangers of war, o the unity in a
society founded on the ided of Brahma will be
everlasting. In the economic field, there is a
common idedl, asthe whole property of theearth
isthe common property of dl andisto be shared
by dl membersof society. Thisisindilledin every
member by the shloka (verse).

"Sam'gacchadhvam’ sam'vadadhvam'
sam'vomana'm'si ja‘'nata'm,
Deva'bha'gam’ yatha'pu'rve sam'ja’'na'na’ upa'sate.
Sama'nii va a'kuti sama’'na’ hrdaya'ni vah,
Sama’'namastu vomano yatha'vah susaha'sati."

(“Let usmovetogether, et usradiate the
same thought-wave, let us come to know our
minds together, Let us share our wedlth without
differentiation, like sages of the padt, o that dl
may enjoy the universe. Let our aspirations be
united, let our hearts be inseparable, Let our
minds be as one mind, so that we livein harmony
and become one with the Supreme.”)

Love for al, the ided that the whole of
humanity isonefamily, and the utilization of dl the
property of the world as that of one unit,
combined with the idea, given to those
participating in the Na makaran’a or naming
ceremony of achild, that the socid, psychic and
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Spiritud upbringing of the child is the common

responghility of al — dl these provide an undying
common ided.

Casteless Society.

Cadte is another important factor which
brings disruption in society. The evils of the caste
are nowhere better knownthanin India. For unity
in society there should be no smadl groupings
within society daming unjudtifiable economic and
socid privileges.

This dong with the common god of
Brahmainspirestheformation of asociety where
individudsidentify themsdvesasliving beingsonly,
and not asbelonging to any particular caste, creed
or sect. Also, no family is prevented from taking
part in our socid functions because of the fault of
amember of that family. With this the chance of
the formation of a society of outcagte familiesis
eliminated. In such a society where belonging to
aparticular group or section is not necessary for
marriage, for learning the Vedas (scriptures) or
for achieving anything, the formation of castesis
not possible. The upbringing of every child isa
combined responghility, wherethewhaole property
of the universe is to be collectively utilized, and
where there is no caste restriction for spiritua
practices, the formation of castes for socidl,
economic or spiritua reasonsis not possible.

Collective Social Functions

Many of the ills of Society develop
because people do not care to know other
members of society. This ignorance of the
condition and difficulties of other leads to
intolerance and alack of interest in the affairs of
the other members of society. Common socid
functions bring different members of society
together and are, therefore, agreat unifying force.
By performing certain functions collectively dl the
participants are engaged for some time in doing
the same thing and brings about afeding of unity
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and interest in others. Common socid functions
in the physical, psychic and spiritual fields.
Common participationisavery unifying forceand
the participants of such functions will have no
intolerance for each other, instead they will
become moreunited. Such functionsaretherefore
agreat unifying force.

No capital Punishment

Capital punishment brings about the
deterioration in society and stops the further
progress of the individuas on whom capital
punishment isinflicted. Such individualsform sects
or groups which become the lower or discarded
groups of society and this gives rise to socid
disruption and discord. Such punishments are
employing themsalvesin better pursuitsthan they
would in their normd life by making efforts to
show the right path. Thus they are not only
improving themselves, but they are dso making
effortstoimprove society by bringing about more
sodid unity.

Social Security

Lack of security in asociety leadsto the
disntegration of society itsdf. Any society where
security againg injusticeisnot provided to people
cannot exist long. Lack of security also increases
because of indiscipline. If the laws of society are
not obeyed socid security will not be possible.
The most important requisites for socia security
therefore, are that there should be no injustice
and there should be grict discipline.

Economicinjugticeis usudly the result of
lack of agppreciation of the dignity of labour.
Occupational distinctions in society lead to
economic injustice. It is better to serve as a
sweeper and earn one€ sown living rather than be
dependent on othersfor one sliveihood. If such
importanceisgivento one sownearning andliving
many economic injustices will cease to exig.
Economic injustice aso comes about because of
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the hoarding indtincts of human beings. People

want property only for themsdves. If only they
felt that property should be shared by othersaso
many economic injusticeswill not be committed.
All the property of the universe is consdered to
be the common property and has to be utilized
jointly. This idea leaves hardly any scope for
economic injustice.

Members of a particular race who
consider themselves superior to others also very
frequently inflict injustices on other sections of
society. Theexpulson of the Jewsfrom Germany
by Hitler's so caled superior Aryan race is a
glaring example of racid injudice in society. In
this country aso, injustices on deprived classes
by so-called superior races have caused a
tremendous disruption in society. To removethis
type of socid injustice the first step should be to
do away with racid didtinctions in society. The
first step that aperson takesisto forget their race
or sect and to no longer identify with their race,
caste, or sect, regardless of whether their race
wassuperior or inferior. Racid prgudicesarevery
predominant insocid functions. Thereareno such
considerations. these petty differences among
human beings are nat given any importance. The
seedsof anided humanity aresown fromthevery
beginning of life and humanity as a whole is
congdered as one family belonging to the race of
living beings. In such a society injustice due to
economic condderations will be unknown.
Discipline

Throughout history the lack of discipline
in a society has often been the main reason for
the extinction of that society. The indiscipline of
some members of society may make the peaceful
exisence of other membersimpaossible Discipline
is therefore absolutely necessary for the
preservation of society. Indiscipline in a society
ariseswhen some membersthink thet the laws of
society arewrong. If such thinking is confined to
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andyzing and arguing only and does not lead to
breaking the laws of society, there will be no
indiscipline. In order to maintain discipling, the
laws of society should berationa and capable of
change from time to time according to society’s
development and then aone can discipline be
preserved. When reason is given so much
importance and reasonable changesare accepted,
al possbilities of dissatisfaction resulting in
indisciplinearediminated. If after obeyingthelaws
of society onefedsthey arewrong, onehasevery
right to argue and have the laws changed, but
argument before obedience leads to indiscipline.
In a society which is basad on rationdity done
and not on prgjudices, there is no chance of
indiscipline arisng and undermining the socia
Security of people.

Peace and Spiritual Practices

Psychic equilibrium is peace. We must
congder what brings about psychic equilibrium
and what disturbsiit. Spiritud practices will lead
to psychic equilibrium and bdlief in superdtitions
will disturb it. Hencefor the preservation of peace
Spiritud practicesand Sruggleagaing superdtitions
are necessary. Rdief from duhkha or sorrow is
the main desire of human beings, and without the
fulfillment of this desire peace is not possible.
Relief from sorrow iscdled nivrtti and isof two
types: nivrtti and atyanatikii nivrtti. That which
helpsin ataning relief or nivrtti iscdled artha.
But artha isonly physica and psychic and gives
only temporary rdief. For everlagting freedom
from duhkha, parama’ rtha isthe only remedy.
Parama’ rtha doesnot bring temporary relief, but
everlaging freedom from duhkha. A’tyanatikii
nivrtti can only be obtained by parama’rtha
whichrdievesdl duhkha— physcd, menta and
soiritud. This parama’ rtha can only be attained
by spiritud practices. Thusfor maintaining pesce
psychic equilibrium is necessary, and for
maintaining this equilibrium permanent freedom
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from all duhkha is necessary. Freedom from

duhkhaor a'tyantikii nivrtti canbeattained only
by parama’rtha, and parama’rtha can be
achieved only by spiritua practices. Spiritua
practices begin when the child reachesthe age of
five. From the very beginning of a child' s life he
or sheisinitiated into spiritud practices. Withthe
development of the child's life the spiritual
practicesa so advance, bringing withintheir scope
not only mental development but also bodily
development. The spiritud practicesdo not teach
one to forsake the world: they teach the proper
use of al crude and subtle wedlth. Spiritual
practices are a systematic and scientific method
for physica, mentd and spiritud progressby which
permanent psychic equilibriumand thuseverlasting
peace is established.

Fight againgt Super gtitions

The nature of the mind isto becomelike
its object. Superdtition of any kind — socid,
psychic, or spirituad — influencesthe mind to such
an extent that themind, duetoitsworries, leadsa
person into difficulty. The mental equilibrium of
those believing in superdtition is disturbed; and
the result is not only do people lose their peace
of mind, but they may dso beled to perform some
action which is detrimenta to themselves. Such
superdtitions have contaminated every fied of
exigence. In the socia sphere thereis no dearth
of superdtitions. Witchcraft, the persecution of
widows, €tc., are curses in society only due to
such superdtitions. Inthe psychic sphereasothere
are deep-rooted superdtitions like the belief in
ghosts, bhu'ta, etc. Not only this, but superdtitions
of funerd ceremonies, etc., have dso burdened
eventheprogeny of aperson. Inthe spiritud field,
too, ignorant people have been forced to do so
many things only because of their deep-rooted
uperdtition of heaven and hdll. All of these only
disturb peopl€e's psychic equilibrium and bring
discord and anxiety in society. For the
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preservation of peace, the fight against
uperdtitionsis of prime importance.

Superdtitions have been given any place.
Inthesocid fidld, witcheraft has been discredited
as only a psychic creation of some wicked
person. Widows have been given the same status
as unmarried girls with no redtrictions on their
dress, behavior, lifestyle, etc. It is strictly
prohibited to exercise any restraint on widowsto
makethem adopt aparticular pattern of life based
on superdtitions, or to prohibit their presence in
socia functions. The spiritual superstition of
heaven and hell and fear of God suppress people
and destroy ther psychic peace. Not infrequently,
fear of such superdtitionshashad very undesirable
reactions on people, totally disturbing their
equanimity. Spiritual practices are based on
rationdity: Sysemdtic and scientific method of
spiritua practices leave no place for fear and
Superdtitions.

It can thus be seen that an ided society
will comeinto being only whenthereisunity, socid
security and peace. To providefor such asociety
the Supreme Entity hasafoundation and common
idedl. Unity is secured by evolving a casieless
society where capital punishment isprohibited and
al people unitedly take part in socid functions
irrespective of caste, creed, or race. Further
srengthens society by refuting and discouraging
al superstitions, whether social, psychic or
spiritual, and by providing a systematic and
scientific method of spiritual practices and codes
for physica, mentd and spiritud progress and
advancement in an ided society.
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Essenceof Life, Long After Death

Twenty six miles away from the township of
Nayagarh, on the south western side, a narrow
cartable track runs through the forest range of
Mahipur, to avillage of the Khonds. Thisvillage
is ‘Kusubida' the mother land of Kasti Dakua,
the martyr of the Prgga Mandal Movement of

Nayagarh.

From Mahipur, one has to proceed by
thesdedf thevillage* Thuavari’, thefamousvillage
of thefreedomfightersof Nayagarh PrggaMandal.
Amidst groves of Sal (Shorea Robusta), Mango
and Mahula (Madhuca Indica), one hasto cross
villages like Paradhipi, Karadapali, Ramapdli,
Chadakamara and Kenduvani. Then comes the
village ‘Kusubida, inhabited by the aborigind
Khonds who claim themselves as ‘ Suddha
Kandh' (pure Khond).

A journey to this remote corner is
possible in summer, when the torrents get dried
up and thethorney branches of the shrubs, shrinks
to some extent. The cartable passage created by
cutting down clay maunds are somewhat
manageable during the dry season to reach the
village ‘Kusubida' that lies close to the mountain
‘Pdoba on which the spirit of nationaism of the
Quit India Movement and the movement of
Nayagarh Prga Mandal was echoed one day.

Geeta Devi

Leaderslike Narayan Behera (Father of Bhagabat
Behera) and Binayak Mishra, who werein charge
of the*Malas (forest tract) worked day and night
aong with tribal leaders like Kunia Pradhan,
Bhagabat Jani, Laxmidhar Pradhan and Mulee
Pradhan, to organizethetribasand create patriots
like many a Kasti Dakuas.

Kusubida, atiny village of somethatched
cottages, unseen and unknown, liesfar away from
the din and bustles of the urban life, dill dozingin
the lap of nature with al its smplicity and
Uperdtition.

On the entrance, to the village, there is
an open air platform, on the middle of which, the
villagediety ‘ Surade” isworshipped. Anythingand
everything is offered first to the mother goddess,
beit the*Juribalu’ (country liquor) or vegetables
like beans, spine gourd, ber fruit or Tamarind.
Onfedtivedayslike‘ GamhaPurnami’ (full moon
day of the month of Sravana) or ‘Jantala
(Community feast observed in the month of
Chaitra),they sacrifice goats and fowlsto appease
their goddess ‘ Suradei’ .

Closetothe platform of mother * Suradel’,
an dtar (12 x 12) is under congtruction with a
conical roof to house the statue of the pride of
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the village, the martyr Kasti Dakua, But as the

statue has not yet been ingaled, the altar is
presently used as the shade for the village bull.
Thisisthe village ‘Kusubida where the people
lead such arudimentary life even in this century.
The traditional surnames they bear are Jani,
Pradhan, Mallick, Beheraand Dakua

Seventy years back, in August 1942,
whentheAll IndiaCongress, Committeeresolved
to launch the * Quit India Movement’, the British
Govt. banned the All IndiaCongress Committee.
Soon after, here at Nayagarh, the Rg Sarkar
banned the‘ Nayagarh PrggaManda’ . Whenthis
order was issued, the leaders of the organization
secretly convened a meeting of its workers at
Mahulia near Godipada on 15.8.1942. The
Darbar Administration could somehow smell
about the convention and sent fifty armed forces
under the command of Naz. Muhammead to fail
the meeting. He was that Naz. Muhammad who
had ruthlessly suppressed the ‘Kandhameli
(agitation of the Kandhas) at Dasgpallain 1914.

The megting was running in full swing
under the presidentship of Udayanath Prusty. On
the other Sde, the policeforcewhich washeading
towards Mahulia, Sarted piercig bionets on the
person of anybody and everybody, they found
on the way to Mahulia. Police brought these
wounded people who were looking horrible by
profuse bleeding to the venue of the meeting to
show to the gathering to what extent they could
move. The mob got violently irritated to see the
inhuman behaviour of the policeforce. They stood
up all at onceto avengethe barbarism. It became
too difficult to control the mob. The President and
other leaders of the Prgga Mandal constantly
gppealed the angry mob to keep quiet. Anyhow
the agitated mob got controlled; ese so many
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Kadti Dakuaswould havebeen mercilesdy dained
that day. The Police force dishursed the meeting
on the point of gun and arrested the top leaders
of the movement. What irritated the triba folk
wasthe arrest and jailing of thetriba leaderslike
Kunia Pradhan, Bhagabat Jani, Laxmidhar
Pradhan and Mulee Peadhan for they knew the
tortures and torments inflicted on the leaders of
the Prgja Mandd in the jals a Nayagarh, the
horrors of which were unheard of in the annals of
thecvilized world. Oncethetriba bloodisignited,
itemitsaflamelikethat of thefireinaforest which
reddens the sky and blackens the soil.

As adgn of protest, the Prgja Manda
caled for a‘Hartd’ (Strike) on 16.8.1942. The
Rg Sarkar thought that if * Odagaon’, the centre
of the movement, could be controlled, the entire
movement would be squeezed. Now three
hundred soldiers of the Skh Regiment assisted
by he state police force, marched to Odgaon, at
dead of night with gtate officers like the Dewan
and the Asst. Dewan. On the morning of
16.8.1942, when the State officers saw dl shops
and godowns were closed, they located some
shops belonging to the agitators with the help of
the local police officers. Those shops were
completely looted. The army entered even the
private houses and tortured theinnocent villagers.

These tortures along with the news of
tormentsto the arrested membersat jail so much
irritated the leaders and workers of Nayagarh
Prgja Manda that they met at a dense forest
‘Madhua Khai’ near Bahadgholla on 8th Oct.
1942. Then and there in that meeting, it was
decided to form five war groups to march from
different routes, al at atime, to occupy the govt.
offices at Nayagarh to avenge the damage done
to the workers of Nayagarh Prgja Mandal in
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terms of ‘Betra Sgjja (caning twenty times),
‘Mandu Sgjja (sdt less cooked of boiled rice
given as launch), ‘Mesdla Sgjja (any sort of
Punishment as decided by the Darbar
Adminigration), putting of human urine in the
mouths of the leaders and looting the houses of
workers. The morning of 10th Oct. 1942 was
scheduled as the time of the march to Nayagarh.

Thefirg group wasto sart from Barakola
via Nuagaon. Thousands and thousands of
workers were moving with full vigour headed by
Purna Chandra Mallick and Anand Chandra
Swain. Mog of the workers of this first group
weretribas. But they were completely unarmed.
Nobody was holding even a‘lathi’ or any sort of
their traditional weapons like a bow, arrow or
Spear. The procession was advancing pescefully.

Asan anticipatory measurefromthesde
of the Rg Sarkar, four constables under one
Assistant Sub-Inspector were waiting on the
Barakola Dak Bungdow (Inspection bungalow)
with their guns. But they got scared to confront
the crowd. They al surrendered. The victors set
firethe bunga ow, put the guns of the palicein the
fire and advanced with inspired zedl.

At the Nuagaon Police Station, Six
constables under the command of one Sub-
I ngpector werewaiting well equipped to confront
the agitators. When the agitators tried to thrust
into the Police Station, there was sudden firing.

No warning was given, no scope to
retreat, the guns were not even pointed to their
legs, it was not only sudden but arandom firing.

Kadti Dakua, a' Y oungman in histhirties,
the brave tribal of Kusubida, was at the front.
Hundreds were injured; one bullet pierced the
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abdomen of Kasti Dakua. Blood was sprinkling

from the wound to redden the air. The dying man
wascrying for water. Hewas offered somewater

but that was mixed with ash. Giving water mixed

with ash to adying man was not only to redicule

the dying who was speedily losng his senses but

to the crowd who were injured and bleeding but

not losing their senses. What could be more a
naked picture of the barbarism of the

adminidrative system of the then Garhjats ?

The cry for water of the dying became
slent. The blood that sprinkled reddening the air
now oozed dowly to blacken the sail, lying on
which the Y oungman bresthed hislast.

The sound of the guns injuring hundreds
was enough to disburse the crowd. But Khati
Sahoo, another worker of the PrggaMandal, who
was very much present there at the time of the
firing, was found no more. Neither his body, nor
his person could betraced after that incident. The
disappearance of Khati Sahooisdtill shroudedin

mysay.

After thedeath of Kagti Dakua, therewas
massarrest and jailing of theleadersand workers
which continued for months together. Due to
shortage of accommodation, monasteries like
‘Ghodasala math’ and even the court roomswere
utilized asjails. Thetortures behind the barswere
such inhuman, some leaderslike Kanduri Parida,
Buddhi Parida and Daya Behera breathed their
last. These shocks shattered the spirit of the
movement though temporarily.

On 21st Aug 1943, the Ra Sarkar
convened a specid ‘Darbar’ to reward the loyal
police officerswho suppressed the agitation. The
Sub-Ingpector of Police who was that day the
commanding authority of Nuagaon Police Station,
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was conferred with the title of ‘Birabard . The

congable, who fired the unfortunate bullet that
killed Kasti Dakua was conferred with * Dhapad
Sngh'.

Three and haf years later, Nayagarh
Prga Mandal regained its logt vigour. On 25th
May, 1946, the third historic conference of
Nayagarh Prgja Mandd was held at Godipada
with leaders like Mdati Choudhury, Surendra
Nath Dwivedy, Banamdi Peattanalk, Viswanath
Pandit, Banchanidhi Das and many others. On
26th May, in the presence of fifty thousand
delegates and leaders, the tragic demise of Kasti
Dakua was condoled.

On 10th Oct, 1946, four years after the
martyrdom of Kasti Dakua, Nayagarh Prgja
Mandd observed its firgt ‘ Sahid Divas (martyr
day), more than ten thousand volunteers with Si
Sarangadhara Das, paid homage to the departed
soul a Nuagaon, exactly on the spot, the martyr
bresthed hislast. The soil that was blackened that
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day, became colourful with flowers from ten
thousand folded hands. The air which got
reddened that day by the martyr’ sblood attained
an emationd sanctity by the slent prayer of ten
thousand souls.

Higtory never remembersthoseassassins,
never recollects the honours they earned, it only
commemorates that rustic youth, who is held an
al time hero commanding a handful of flowers
for hissHflesssacrifice. Thevictorshowever lived
long to die with thelr degth, but the victim died
young to live, long after hisdegth, thet deethwhich
reminds us the famous Hdlenic epitaph, wherea
martyr requeststhe sojournerspassing by thesde
of his grave, to convey the message to his
countrymen that heis dying herefor the cause of
his fdlowmen.

Geeta Devi, Brahman Sahi, Old Town, Nayagarh — 2.
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Musings of the Captive : Comparing two Poems
by Gopabandhu Das and William Cowper

This paper compares Utkalmani Gopabandhu
Das poem “Bandira Swadesh Chinta” and
William Cowper’s “The Solitude of Alexander
Selkirk” to demonstrate the similarities and
differences in the musings of two captives. Das
himsaf and Selkirk. The poems, occasioned by
thelr incarceration and banishment, register the
notes of desolation in the speakers where the
degree of sangfroidin Das contragtswith Sdkirk’s
desperation. In both we see a fervid wish to
associate with humanity from
whichthey areaway, but what
is an anathema to both is
solitude. Selkirk’s fancied
overeignty asa‘monarch’ in
the idand where heisin soon
meakes him redlize the horrors
of londiness. He understands
the absurdity of this
unrestrained freedom.
Smilaly, in“BandiraSvadesh
Chinta,” Das passionate
entregties to the vernd wind
to ddliver him good tidings of
his homdand digplays in him
unmistakable strains of
loneliness, but concedls the
poet’ s patriotism and love of his people.

Dr. Bibhudutt Dash

Das implores the zephyr of spring to give
comfort to his troubled heart by tdling him the
newsof hishome, and heisagog with excitement
to hear this

Mora priyasthdi kete niuchhdli
K arithibe taba asiba bate,
Deithibe para kete ki barat

Suna-a mana mo achhi uchchate (5-8).

The poet iseager to hear thenews of thepossble
placesto betraversed by the
wind. It seems, the poet has
fixeditsitinerary, garting from
the southern parts of theland
and moving toward Puri and
the places around it. The
Spatid dimension seemstobe
conseguentia for the poet
because he is interested, in
particular, about hisownland
and people. The arboreal
picture provided in the poem
and the description of the
fruits avalladle in summer fill
the atmospherewith asylvan
touch, but it revedsthe poet’s
perceived improbability to
taste these. He asks the wind about river
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Ruskulyaand the melodious songs of the people

around it. He thinks of the enthrdling beauty of
Chilikaand isin the trangports of delight, but he
regrets that he cannot see this. He wishes to
derive selfsame joy by hearing from thewind the
sensuous descriptions of Chilikawho must have
intensdly waited likealovesck damsd for thekiss
of thewind:

Alingan ase taba pathapase
Chilika abege thiba anai
Mukta nilakes shyamsovaras—

Giri sirifita baksh melai (25-28).

The poet sings a paean to its beauty, and
revels in luxuriating in its seductions. The
descriptions, vivid and eratic, are reinforced by
expressions of passionate ecstasy :

Chancha hillole charu gandasthae
Chumbithiba jebe gadhe samira,
Sundari sarbange  uthithibarange

Apurvaullas kampai nira (29-32).

The poet, then, asks the wind to deliver
him the news of Puri. He thinks the wind more
fortunate than him since it has freedom, which he
is deprived of now. He asks it about the place,
the seq, the temple, the tulsi, the Neglachakra,
and the soothing shade of the trees. Further, he
wishes to know the messages the people of Puri
have sent for him. The pangs of desolation are
fdtinthepoet’ stone, whichispoignant. The poem
contains many lines that describe Puri. What is
interesting to seeisthat this sad song of the poet
takes the reader from place to place while he
reads the poem. It is as though the reader isina
date of condant travel that goes dong with his
participating in the poet’ slondliness. But what Das
isparticularly interested to know fromthewindis
whether swarajya occupies the people or not:
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“Sadharan sant sevak mahant / pakanti ki kebe
swargjya katha?’ (67-68). Gopabandhu’a
concern for swarajya is expressy sated in his
poem “Misu moradeha e deshamatire,” apoem
that demondrateshisardent patriotismand sdifless
sarvice to the nation:

Misu mora deha e desha matire,
Desabas chaijaantu pithire.
desara swargjya-pathe jete gada,
puru padi tahin mora mansa hada (23-26).

The poet imagines that the wind, after its
sojourn at Puri, must have blown toward
Satyabadi, famous for the Sakhigopa temple.
Satyabadi, aplacewith verdant foliage, isascenic
spot, and because of its sylvan setting, one could
adways hear the sweet songs of the birds. The
poet’ s birthplace, Suando is near Satyabadi and
is equaly rich in its picturesque details. When
Gopabandhu describes Satyabadi, he is in
rapture. He describesthe SakhiGopal templeand
thejugalamurati of Si Krishnaand Radhainsde
it. He imagines how beauteous it must have
looked when the mayurachula of the Lord must
have swayed as a result of the wind passing
through it. The poet says that, a place where
Krishna, the‘Barg bihari,”  Gopi Manohari’ lives
isamply beyond description. Finaly, he asksthe
wind about his home over which it mugt have
blown: “Debadatta dham mo priya ashram /
padichhi ki taba nayanapathe?’ (95-96). Aswe
see, the poem mentions a few places such as
Ganjam, Puri and Satyabadi and his own home,
as well as Chilika aout which he is interested.
All these places are near to each other, and not
very far from the home of the poet. Since he is
away from hishome and knowsthose placesand
their beauties, he wishes to derive pleasure by
hearing from the wind the descriptions of these
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places. But it does not seem that the poet is very
desperate about his confinement or londiness. He
grgphicaly visudizes dl these places with ther
charm and splendour, but his primary thought
pertainsto swarajya and the people's passon
for it.

In Cowper’s poem, Sakirk’ simaginary joy
of being the undisputed monarch is frustrated by
theimpact of solitude. Like Gopabandhu, Salkirk
too yearns for his home and people and entreats
thewindto“ Convey tothisdesolate shore/ Some
cordia endearing report / Of aland | shall vist no
more’ (26-28). Both think of their “own native
land,” or swadesh, but what distinguishes Sakirk
from Gopabandhu lies in the former’s yearnings
for swadesh, contrasted with Das' concern for
swarajya. However, the array of variegated
experiences of Salkirk on the idand conjures up
aferd picture contrasted withthe arbored, vernd

spectaclein Das poem.

Sdkirk gtrikes at the notion of pleasantness
associated with solitude, which may be
consequential for asage or recluse, but itispainful
for onewhois* out of humanity’ sreach” (9). What
exacerbates his mental state is the perceived
imposshility of redemption from “this horrible
place’” where he can “Never hear the sweet music
of speech,” and “afriend | am nevertosee” The
recurrent use of ‘never’ underscores the
desperation of a ‘monarch,” bedevilled by a
foregone unlikelihood of release. A striking
gmilarity in the somber reflections of Das and
Selkirk pertains to the latter’s categorical
indstence, asin Das, dbet suggested, on three
criticdly important things for man:

Society, friendship and love
Divinely bestow’d upon man,
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O had | the wings of adove
How soon would | taste you again! (17-20).

Thedeprivation faced by Sekirk ismore
or less amilar to Das, but his anguish is more
intense. However, Sdkirk’s longing is not mere
homesickness since he wants to go beyond the
confines of home to “rdigion and truth,” “the
wisdom of age” and the “sdlies of youth.” Like
Das, he too wishes to hear from the winds the
messages of hisfriends “My friends, do they now
and then send / A wish or athought after me?’,
but the nagging despair in him leads him to
conclude in the negative.

An interesting fact as to the londliness of
Selkirk relates to his reflection on the
extraordinary power of themind and theincredible
pace of imagination. This seems, in part, to
underplay Sdkirk’ sintensty of londiness, in that
the voluntary imaginative flight to his native land,
whenever he wants, momentarily lessens his
anguish, but in no time he comes back to thetruth
that faceshim :

How fleet is a glance of the mind !
Compared with the speed of its flight,
The tempest itself lags behind,

And the swift-winged arrows of light.
When | think of my own native land
In amoment | seem to be there;
But, alas! recollection at hand
Soon hurries me back to despair (33-40).

Moving between the imaginary and the
real, Selkirk relapses into sporadic bouts of
despair, but heis sanguine about freedom: “ There
is mercy in every place.” In any case, the
‘monarch’ is chastened to redlize that despite his
hope, the inalienable despair impinges on the
necessity of reconciling oneself to one's destiny:
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“And reconcilesman to hislot.” Thisis Sakirk's
placid acceptance of the redlity that cannot be
obfuscated by basking in fantases. No doubt,
Sdkirk’ s banishment is more painful than that of
Das imprisonment insofar as the setting is
concerned. The picture of desolation and absolute
wildness in Cowper’ s poem is a counterpoint to
thedescriptionsin Das' poem. Whilereading these
poems, we are transported to their locae, but
underdanding acaptive sanguish exactsempathy.

In both poems, winds are the carriers of
the messages and they function as personified
entities engaged in the significant act of
communication. It is like P.B. Shelley’s
impassioned address to the West Wind: “Oh, lift
me as awave, a ledf, acloud! / | fal upon the
thorns of life! | bleed!” (53-54).

A comparative study of the thoughts of Das
and Sdkirk as captives highlightsanatura anguish
or a feeling of loneliness that accompanies
banishment. Had this distance from their own
homes or people been a decided one, then
solitude may have been pleasant for them. Both
Das and Sdlkirk do not seem to enjoy solitude,
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but it is important that the fact of being solitary
impels in Das a concern for swarajya, and in
Selkirk the reflections on the ontological
necesstiesin life.
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Daskathia- A Birds Eyeview

‘Daskethia is one of the existing trend of folk
dramas like Yatra (plays), Lila, popular plays
(farce) inthe path of development of Odiadrama
Though Odia drama has reached at the top of
experiments or progress/devel opment now-a
dayswe can't forget theimportance of folk drama
The immense impact/use of ‘Daskathia is dso
represented in today’ s play/drama. The plays of
modern erahave represented their themethrough
‘Daskathid . Theroleand importance of Daskathi
in modern drama is
indicated by kind of
flash back technique.
The subject of
Daskathia is generdly
collected form the myth
throwing lightsuponthe
classcd from of it. Dr.
Hemanta Kumar Das
says- Love - affection,
war, desert are the
ubjectssdected for this
purpose.

Birth of Daskathi
Daskathi

Basista Kumar Behera

‘Daskathi’ originated from the mutud friction of
Hindu and Mudimrdigion. WhenMudimrdigion
gained ascendance over Hindu religion, Hindu
religion took the help of Baishnab ideology /
principle to make its culture, monument and
tradition live forever. When one part of the
Baishnab religion gave emphasis on Lord
Krishnd, the other part of it gave emphasis on
Lord Rama . Daskathi took birth from this
consciousness. Folk drama has opposed against

originated in selected
regions, though it became a popular at dl over
Odisha. Taking birth in Ganjam District of
Southern Odisha, it Soread dlover Odisha. Critics
are slent about the time of its crestion. It took
birth from adeteriorated spiritua collison/friction.

the defamation of Mudim rdigion and through
Daskathi. So the period of Daskathi may betaken
as the first part of seventeenth century because
the hodtility between Hindu rdigion Mudimrdigion
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resulted in commund riot from the Aurangjeb

reign.

‘Daskathi’ was born for the purpose of
adoration of Lord Rama Ramalila has a gresat
influence over it. The meaning of Daskathi is a
gtick of Das (dave), i.e, the stick by which
Hanuman, the servant of Lord Ramacould stisfy
this dear Lord's heart. There is an amazing folk
tale regarding the origin of Daskathi’.

During the interval of the representation
of atopic/theme, in order to give some space the
man repeating in harmony adds someridiculous/
proverbs/ banter, some-times questions are asked
to the angers. The singer tries this level best to
answer these questions. The singer put the
narration to an end after further adoration of the
Lord. Severad Gods and Goddesses are placed
in this adoration in the language of the writer
Prahdlad Panigrahi.

Natur e of Daskathia

There are some attachment to two pieces
of dicks. It is performed by the help of acouple
of gticks with two hands. The faintly performed
dance, song and musica ingrument is known as
Daskathia Some say it ‘ Daskathis however this
‘Daskathi’ or Diskathia congsts of two persons.
Hewnho performsthe song or playstheimportant
roleisknown as singer/Gayak or Gahanaand he
who repests the last stanza of the song is called
asPdid . Whenthe‘Gahand citesdifferent types
of poem stanzafrom mythology, the* paia having
cited satire, chorus and different proverbs
entertaining the audience with aview to give the
GahanalGayak atemporary break.

The success of Daskathia depends upon
the skill/talent or citation of the ‘Gayak’. Badc
differences between Daskathi and Pala are
manifold. The contents of both Daskathi and Pala
aresame. Both of them collect thefindings' means
from the pages of the Ramayana and the
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Mahabharata. The birth of both these epicsisto
satisfy the spiritud thirst of people and to make
their heart filled with thought provoking idees. The
basic difference between ‘Daskathi’ and ‘Pala

lies on the person and the musica insruments.
There is a Gahana and a ‘Pdia in ‘Daskathi’

whereasin aPdathereisaGahanabut thereare
more than one Paia. He who play the Mridanga
isoneaf thefiveor 9x members Theother ‘ Pdias

plays the cymbas (Jhanja) or makes clapping.
Daskathi is consdered to be the main musicad
ingrument on the other hand ‘Mridanga is vitd
in Pda The Gayak, the Bayak and the Pdlias
move keeping pacewith aharmony of Mridanga
It was dl about standing Palal (thia Pala) or
Satyanarayan puja‘thiapuja. Excepttheaforesaid
Paathereare other typesof Pda named as‘ Pothi
pua or Pothi Pda. Lord Satya Narayana is
worshipped in thisPala. Thereis no need of any
or decorative expensive stage for both Pdaand
Daskathia. Both can be performed at any place.
Some difference regarding the origin of the two
arethat Pala took birth from the assemblance of
Hindu and Mudim Culture where as the birth of
Daskathia is from the hodlility of religion and
culture of the two. Baring a little difference
between thetwo, thevoice of Pdaand Daskathia
isamost same.
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|ntegrated Va ue Education -
|ndias Contribution to the World

In 12" Century king Dhavadachandra asked his
preceptor in the roya court,Narayan Pandit to
teach histhree naivesons, theart of ruling the state
for greater common good.There are so many
interesting tales narrated by him in the process of
educating the princes. The mora of the story
dwells on some human vaues established in an
effortless manner. These story collections are
called ‘Hitopadesha'. One of the dories is
narrated as follows.

Once upon atime, therelived atigerina
forest. Withthe passing years, he becametoo old
to hunt. One day, the tiger was waking by the
dde of alake and suddenly, a gold bangle came
across hissight. Quickly he picked up the bangle
and thought that he could use it as an dlure to
catch someone. As he was under the thought
process, atraveller happened to passthrough the
opposite Sde of the lake.

The tiger ingtantly thought to himsdlf,
“What a delicious med he would make?’ He
made a plan to attract the traveller. He held the
banglein his paw making it visbleto the traveller
andsad, “Wouldyouliketotekethisgold bangle ?
| don't require it”. At once, the traveller wanted
to take the bangle, but he hesitated to go near the
tiger. Heknew that it wasrisky, yet he sought the

Vijaya Lakshmi Mohanty

gold bangle. He planned to be cautious, 0 he
asked thetiger, “How can | believe you? | know
you are a beast and would kill me’.

The dever tiger innocently said, “Ligten
traveller, in my youth, I was wicked
unguestionably, but now | have changed mysdf.
Withtheadviceof asaint, | haveleft al evil. Now
| am dl done in this world and have engaged
mysdlf in kind deeds. Moreover, | have grown
old. | have no teeth and my claws are blunt. So,
there is no need to fear me’. The traveller was
taken in by this smart tak and his love for gold
soon overcame his fear of the tiger. He jumped
into the lake to wade across the tiger.

But as per the plan of the tiger, he got
trgpped in the marsh. On seeing this, the tiger
consoled himand said, “Oh'! You need not worry.
I’ll hdp you”. Gradualy he came towards the
traveller and saized him. Asthetraveler wasbeing
dragged out, onto the bank, hethought to himsdif,
“Oh! Thisbeast'stak of santlinesstook mein
totdly. If only | had not let my greed overcome
my reason, | could be dive’. However, it was
too late; the tiger killed the traveller and ate him
upt. TheMord of thestory is* Greed never goes
unpunished’. This is one of the mogt lucid and
effective ways to teach the youngsters.
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In 3¢ century B.C. such assgnment was

given toVishnu Sharma. He too taught the
ignorant princes about the conduct of wise person
and five principles through animd fables cdled
Panchatantra.Hitopodesha was inspired by
Panchatantra collections, though it had its
origind flavour. Likewise Jataka stories are
preached by Lord Buddha in his teachings, and
from him his followers learned them and passed
them into popular use in society. In al Buddhist
countries the Jataka taleswere the mgor sources
for developing the character of the people and
widely preached by the monks. Even earlier, the
same types of stories were present in Vedic
literature. These texts are trandated in many
languages and are availableindmogt dl the parts
of the globe. Sanskrit literature is full of such
narrations where values are taught in a lucid
manner for the young mind to practiseand follow.
Similarly the ancient India, which comprises
geographically the present day India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Nepa, Bhutan
etc. had a unique history of education, values,
science and rdligion. In fact dl the four subjects
areintegrated into one. There wasno separation.
The greatest example is Vedas. Vedas not only
teach usaway of life/ Sanatan Dharma ( much
later described as Hindu Religion) and ritua s but
adsoteach Architecture and planning according
to naturd laws (Sthapatya Veda, anupaveda of
Rg Veda), science of machines and warfare
(Dhanurveda, anupaveda of Yajurveda), musc
(Gandharvaveda, anupaveda of Sama Veda),
Science of lifel Medicad Sciences(Ayurveda, an
upaveda of Atharvaveda). Also there are six
Vedangas viz., Sksa (phonetics), Kal pa(ritud),
Vyakarana (grammar), Nirukta (etymology),
Chhanda (metre), and Jyotisa (astronomy).
Thoughitisdifficult to definethe sacred textsviz,,
Veda, it can emphaticdly betold that Vedasarea
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mirror of the rich culturd past of the land and
condtitute an integrated whole of everything that
human beings undergo during alifetimeand even
beyond.

Vedas dso say, ‘Let knowledge come
from dl sdes”. This implies the magnanimity of
theland in accepting knowledge and scholarsfrom
every corner of the globe.Chinese Rilgrim Hiuen
Tsang gppreciated Indian hospitdity in his book
‘S-yu-ki’ or ‘ TheRecords of the Western World' .
He aso mentioned in his book that, education of
the people of India was organized and used to
begin a an early age. After the primer had been
learnt, the boy or girl was supposed to begin the
dudy of the five Shastras at the age of seven.
‘Shastras’ are now supposed to mean purely
religious books, but in those days they meant
knowledge of dl kinds. Thusthe five Shastras
were Grammar, Science of arts and crafts,
Medicine, Logic and Philosophy. The study of
these subjectswent onin the universitiesand was
usudly completed a the age of thirty. Though,
everyone could not reach the sudy till thirty years,
but the primary education was comparatively
widespread, as dl the monks and priests were
the teachers.

In ancient India scientigts, philosophers
and scholars used to get royal patronage and
reverence for their erudition and scholastic
pursuits. In Sixth century AD, the Guptaemperor
Vikramaditya had Navaratnas( nine gems) in
hiscourt. Kalidas, Varahamihira, Ghatkarpar
,Dhanwantari, Kshapanaka, Shanku,
Amarsimha, Vetalabhatta, Vanaruchi.
Aryabhatta of Pataliputra ( modern Patna)® was
also a great mathematician who contributed
zero,vaueof Pie, dgebra, quadratic equation etc.
Further, in India spiritudity and science were
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never at loggerhead but they complimented each
other.On the contrary, in the west, there were so
many instances of intolerances for the new ideas
by the religious and paliticd head of the nation.
Scientists, philosophers and many eminent
scholars were tortured and even put to death for
their scholastic outputs. Socrates was asked to
drink poison for his virtue ethics theory and
belief.In 1600 AD, Italian scientist and
mathematician Giordano Bruno wasburnt to desth
after seven years imprisonment by the medieva
Church for his cosmologica discovery that sun
wasessentidly astart. Scientistslike Copernicus,
Galileo, Descartes, Newton, Halley, Darwin,
Hubble et d had to face the wrath of the church
for their innovative idess.

In medieva eralndiawas plundered so
many times for its richness and wedth and the
scientific temper in the roya court gradualy
diminished. Nevertheless, the patronage to art,
culturewasdtll there. But with the Britishrulethe
educationin Indiatouched an dl-timelow. Infact
in 1835 Lord Macaulay’'s eaboration in British
Parliament after his India tour was the beginning
of a planned move to replace the traditional
education. He is quoted saying the following: “I
have travelled across the length and breadth of
India and | have not seen one person who is a
beggar, whoisathief. Suchwedth | haveseenin
this country, such high mora vaues, people of
such cdibre, that | do not think we would ever
conquer this country, unless we bresk the very
backbone of thisnation, whichisher spiritud and
cultura heritage, and, therefore, | propose that
we replace her old and ancient education system,
her culture, for it the Indians think thet al thet is
foreign and English isgood and greeter than their
own, they will lose their self-esteem, their native
sdf-culture and they will become what we want
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them, atruly dominated nation.”® Generations of
Indianssuffered for Macauley’ seducation system.
Though English education opened a gateway to
plethora of information, Indians logt its base and
ethos which cost the country very dear. Socid
evils like unemployment cropped up due to the
absence of traditiond vocation (Kaulikavritti).

It is observed that, ancient Sanskrit
literature proved to be the inspiration of many
present day inventions. There was mention of
Pushpaka Vimana (flying cart) in Ramayan much
before Orville and Wilbur Wright gifted aeroplane
to the world. Smilarly in Mahabharat, queen
Gandhari used the technology of cloning to
produce 100 embryos. Though detailed
description was not there, there must be some
technology and experiences which gave rise to
such scientific thoughts. Few publications like
Bharat Gyan are proving these ancient historical
facts of Indiathrough evidences’. We are aware
of great scientids like Eingtein and A.P.J Abdul
Kalam are avid readers of Bhagawat Gita for
ingpiration and ideas. The ancient science of life,
Ayurveda isdill widdy and effectively practised
to cure patients. The beauty of Ayurvedaisthat,
it does not treat adisease but it treats the patient
considering the fact that a human being is
congtituent of PanchaMahabhuta. Guidancesare
given for hedthy body and mind congdering its
inherent nature caled Prakriti viz,, Vata, Pitta
and Kapha. It heds from within. Other dreams
of science and Indian philosophy hasthe potentid
to be proved as the best in the world. So
Education, Human Values, Science and
Spirituaity are ways of living. There was no
watertight compartment among those subjects.

The ancient methodology is worth
emulating and many present day academicians
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subscribe to thisidea In fact not only the globa
community but aso India can benefit from this
knowledge. Let’ stake astep towardsthe positive
trangtion. | made a study on the awareness of
Human Vaues among students of Odisha, India.
Empirica study shows more than 90% students
are aware of values and gppreciatesthe samein
individud life. Let’s be part of adlent revolution
to bring back our vaues, teaching methodol ogy,
ancient Sanskrit texts, culture of honouring and
patronisng scholars, no gender discrimination,
universal education, and create centre of
excdlence like Nalanda, Puspagiri and Taksla
L et the next generationsnot only study for getting
a lucrdtive job but for wisdom and knowledge
and to know the very purpose of coming to this
planet.
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