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Message of
M. Hamid Ansari

Hon'ble Vice-President of India
On the Occasion of Odisha Day - 2012

| offer my warm greetingsto the peopl e of Odishaon thememorable occasion
of 'OdishaDay'. With itsrich cultural heritage and valuable resources, the State has

made immense contributions to our nation.

On thisoccasion, | extend my best wishesto the Government and people of

Odishafor their continued progress, peace and prosperity.

' Zc»béhg ~
/’/
/
New Delhi (M.Hamid Ansari)
27th March, 2012




Message of

Shri Murlidhar Chandrakant Bhandare
His Excdllency the Governor of Odisha
On the Occasion of Odisha Day - 2012

Dear Sigters and Brothers of Odisha,
Onthisauspicious occason of Odishaday, | extend my warm gregtings and bet wishesto you dl.

The 14t day of April isahigtoric day in the annals of Odisha. After long years of struggle and
sacrificesunder theleadership of many sawartslike Utka Gaurab Madhusudan Das, MahargaKrushna
Chandra Ggapati, Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Vyasakabi Fakir Mohan Senapati, Maharga
Sri Ramchandra Bhanja Deo, Swabhaba Kabi Gangadhar Meher, Karma Veer Gouri Sankar Ray,
Pandit Nilakantha Das, Rga Harihar Mardarg) and many others, Odisha redeemed itslost glory and
attained identity as a separate State on 1st of April 1936.

Odishais aland of many splendours having a glorious past and rich culturd heritage. In the
pagt, the land of Odias' known as Kdinga was a powerful kingdom. The empire of Kadinga extended
from the Ganges to the Godavari over the years. This land flourished in trade, commerce and its
economy was vibrant. In art, architecture, literature, sculpture and culture the people of Odisha made
their indelible mark not only in India but aso in the neighbouring countries. It has a glorious and rich
maritime past as Odia merchants popularly known as the ‘ Sadhabas were sailing in their boats to far
off south-eastern countrieslike Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Bdi and also Srilankafor merchandise purpose
and made Odisha proud as well as prosperous.




(

During the last decade, our Government has been continuoudy gtriving to achieve overdl
development and afaster rate of poverty reduction. It isliteracy that drives away poverty. This decade
saw rate of literacy increases sgnificantly and | am sure during next decade Odisha will be going to
achieve 90 per cent literacy rate. Development schemesfor the people are accorded top priority by the
Government to improve the standard of living of the common people — In making provisons of
Mo Kudia, Biju Gram Jyati, rice at Rs.2/- per kg for the poor, empowering women through Mission
Shakti, ensuring labour intengve programmeinimplementing Gopabandhu Grameen Y ojana, MGNREGS,
taking care of old and distressed through M adhubabu Pension Y ojanaand Anngpurnaschemes, improving
the condition of farmers through Biju Krushak Vikash Y ojana, congtruction of check dams, individud
deep bore wells, emphasizing on development of rurd areas with good cement concrete roads and
condruction of bridges through Biju Setu Y ojana. When | am talking of Mission Shakti, it is heartening
that 55 per cent of women in rural areas between age group of 18 to 60 years now have become self
dependent, enhanced their economic condition and lead a life of dignity only because of Sdf Help
Groups. To facilitate better health serviceto the dwellers of inaccessible aress, Biju Grameen Swasthya
Shira ojanahas been introduced and a so financid assstanceisbeing provided to the pregnant women
through Mamata Scheme, emphasisis being given on the devel opment of peoplebelongingto ST & SC
communities and the Weaker Sections of the society.

Today Odishais on the path of rapid progress and prosperity. Development of the people as
well asthe Stateis our soleam. Let usrenew our pledge to build a strong and vibrant Odisha, so asto

giveit aplace of pride in the developmentad map of our country.

Bande Utkal Janani,

Jai Hind.




Message of

Shri Naveen Pathaik
Hon'ble Chief Minister of Odisha
on the occasion of Odisha Day - 2012

Today is Odisha Day. It isaday of joy for dl of us. On this auspicious occason, | convey my best
wishesand greetingsto brothersand sters of the State. The Odiaracewill never forget the contributions
made by the illustrious sons like Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das, Utkdmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das,
PardaMahargaKrushnaChandraGgapati Dev, RgaSaheb RamachandraMardarg Deo of Khdlikote,
Vyasakabi Fakirmohan Senapati, Poet Gangadhar Meher and many othersin making aseparate Odisha
State. | offer my sincere tributes to them on this occasion. | aso pay my homage to those luminaries
whose contributions enriched the Odia literature and culture.

Odishaisaland of excdlent art and culture. Our folk art, folk dance, tribal culture and tradition
have enriched the Odia culture to a great extent. Odiss dance and Odiss music have enhanced our
glory inour country and abroad. While our Sadhabs brought prosperity to our State, our Odia artisans
and sculptors have left their immorta imprints through their talent.  Likewise, the Odia Paikas are
famousin the annas of higtory for their courage and heroism. The Odiarace wasin the forefront in all
spheres like industry, commerce, dance and music.

The main objective in formation of a separate State of Odishawas to safeguard our language,
literature and culture dong with the development of Odishaand upholding the Odiadignity. Our efforts
are on towards fulfilling this objective. Odisha has cregsted a new identity in the whole country in the
deve opment front. Our economy has become vibrant. The State Government have undertaken anumber
of devdopmenta and welfare schemes from its own resources. Innovative programmes are being
implemented for the welfare of farmers as well as development of agriculture. Progress has been
noticegble in the villages. The standard of living of the people has gone up. Poverty has reduced.

J




Improvement has been effected in infrastructural development. The number of drop-outs a School
level has been reduced. The literacy rate has gone up. Capitd investment in the industria sector has
been augmented in Odisha. Development of small indudtries is dso seen dong with mgor indudtries.
New opportunities have been created for employment.

| have dways emphasized on development and welfare of the poor, the tribals, the Dadlits and
the women. Innovative schemes are being implemented for them. Women empowerment hastaken the
shape of agreat movement in the State and more and more women have been included in the devel opment
process. Many opportunities have been crested in different sectors starting from politicsto Government
sarvice ete. for the women. Our endeavour will continue to bring the women to the mainstream of
development.

Odishaisendowed with abundant natura resources. Devel opment of infrastructure and human
resourcesisindicator of abright future of our beloved Odisha. Our youths should avail this opportunity
provided to themin the devel opmenta process. Theyouths congtitute over 40 % of our State’ spopulation.
They have got the genius and strength. They have dreamsfor building something new. | believe, we will
regain our past glory through ther initiatives and sincerity. The youths will be the guiding force for a
prosperous Odisha in the coming days. By the blessing of Lord Shree Jagannath and through our
concerted efforts, | hope, our beloved Odishawill occupy a pride of place in the development history
of our country.

Bande Utkal Janani.




Message of

Shri Surya Narayan Patro,
Minister, Information & Public Relations,
Revenue & Disaster Management
on the occasion of Odisha Day - 2012

| extend my heartiest greetings and good wishes to my ssters and brothers of Odisha on the
76th Anniversary of formation of Odisha as a separate State.

OdishaDay isasacred and significant day for the people of Odisha. The relentless struggle of
the visonary leaders of Odisha for the formation of a Separate Province on the basis of language was
redised on 1¢t of April, 1936. Thus, thisis the day of great Sgnificance to us. Today we pay our
tributes to those worthy sons and daughters of Odisha whose dedicated struggle and endeavour made
usredize thislong cherished dream.

Odishaisaland of glorious tradition, culture, art, literature, architecture and history which is
considered unique both in our country and abroad. Our State has got plenty of natura resources and
opportunities for achieving excellence in al spheres such asindusdtries, agriculture, I'T, e-Governance,
hedlth, education and tourism etc.

Onthisauspicious day, let us pledgeto rededicate ourselvesto build aprosperous and vibrant
Odisha

Bande Utkal Janani.
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MAKERS OF MODERN ORI SSA

Mahargja S .C .Bhanj Deo Vyasakabi Fakir Mohan Senapati Kabibara Radhanath Ray

Swabhavakabi Gangadhar Meher Pandit Neelakantha Das Dr. Harekrushna M ahtab




Editor’s Note

Odishaisaland of many splendours. Utkrusta kalara desha-Utkal or Odishais gifted
with abundant natural resources. By harnessing these resources, we are now aleading Statein
our country where sustainable industridization and infrastructure building has been the hdlmark.
There has been a six-fold increase in the State Plan Outlay. The positive attitude of the State
Government towards every aspect, acollective enthusiasm of the people of the State, acommitted
bureaucracy and a peaceful environment backed by a vast reserve of trained manpower and
abundant natura resources augur a happy future for the State in the development front. But for
the Maoist problem, Odishawould have been far more successful by now.

The Maoistsin Odisha, on the pretext of being spokesperson for the tribal and the less
privileged are using systemétic violenceto create agenerd climate of fear amongst the population
to achieve their political god. Two days back, one faction of Maoists abducted a very popular
Legidator and avotary of thetriba people Shri Jhina Hikakawithout any rhyme or reason. On
March 22nd 2012 a Police S.I. of Mudulipada Police Station of Makangiri was killed by the
Maoists. On 18th of March 2012, two lItalian citizens were kidnapped by Maoists from
Daringibadi of Kondhamal. In the recent past Maoists had aso killed 75 soldiersin 2010 and
kidnapped the then Makangiri Collector Shri V Krishna. All these attempts are meant to fulfill
the never-ending list of demands by using violent means. Asthe scde of violence increases, our
State has to compromise a lot. Many issues of violence dso come into mind, not just physical
but away of thinking that shows of aviolent bent of mind.




Weareacountry of laws. We have them dating back to East-India Company. And we
have Courtsto try and put them into effect. From the smal Court to the mighty Supreme Court,
we have the whole gamut of them. After going through such hgppenings, it comesinto my mind

that, yes, we havelaws, but do we havejustice ? Wewould liketo apped al those peoplewho

are not happy on the way the laws are implemented to walk that road from sdfish uncaring
individudity to a community way, from sdf aggrandizement to servanthood, from being sef-
centered to other-centered, from some sdlf-interest to common good. We haveto bewilling to

make that journey and once we embark on it, the lines between paradoxes become clearer.

But not everything islogt yet. In forgiving and repentance, a better life for the wrong-

doers and the victim begins. Speaking through prophet Ezekid, God says “I will give you a
new heart and put in you anew spirit; | will remove from you, your heart of stcone and give you
a heart of flesh; and | will put my spirit in you and make you to follow my decrees and be
careful to keep my laws.” God has created us, not as an abstract human race but asindividua
men and women. Itishigh timeinstead of fighting aproxy battle againgt aprogressve State; the
Maoists should lay down their arms and be a part of the democratic ways. Only then can the
dream of our forefathersfrom Utkd Gourav Madhusudan Dasto legendary leader Biju Patnaik
be made aredlity.

Bande Utkal Janani.
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The State Government led by Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen Patnaik has made significant
developments in various spheres. Some of the achievements are as follows :-

Under Biju Kondhamal and Ggjapati Y ojana, a sum of Rs.18 crore and Rs.10.50 crore
sanctioned for expediting theinfrastructura devel opment of Kondhama and Ggjgpati didtricts

respectively.

Irrigation facility provided to more 30,000 hectares of land by ingtaling 15,283 no. of
private Lift-Irrigation Points during the year 2011-12.

“Co-operative a your door step” Campaign started for timely and hasd e-free disbursement
of Agriculturd loan among the farmers through Kissan Credit Cards.

Pre-matric stipend for ST. & S.C students enhanced from Rs.100/- to Rs.600/- and
Rs.630/- respectively.

Congtruction work of 100-seasted S.C Girls Hostel at KBK Districts Headquarters is
going on. A sum of Rs.49 lakh 50 thousand estimated for each Girls Hostd.

Financid assgtance is being provided to the pregnant women through a welfare scheme
‘Mamata’.

Through *Misson Shakti’, 4,57,000 Women S.H.Gsformed covering 55,43,600 members.
Various training programmes undertaken centering skill up-gradation and maintenance of
livelihood of women members.

Tofacilitate basic rurd infragtructure like Bijli, Sadak and Pani in 11 digtricts which are not
included under Backward Region Grant Fund, the State Government is implementing
‘ Gopabandhu Grameen Y gjand from its own fund.

Under * Cement Concrete Road’ Scheme, 12,883 km. villageroad convertedinto C.C.Road
in ST./S.C and vulnerable triba habitations.

Under Antodaya Anna 'Y ojana, 12,53,661 no. of poorest families are being provided with
35 kgs. of rice @ Rs.2/- akg. per month.

With a view to ensure quditative primary education system in the State, 19,000 Sksha
Sahayaks gppointed in Primary and U.P. Schoolsin the year 2011.

Construction work of 300 new Up-graded High School buildings is going on in the
Panchayats where there is no High School.

To attract the ST & S.C students studying in Class-X towards education, bi-cycles are
being provided free of cogt. This schemeisaso extended for the girl sudentsof Class-X in
the Govt. and Govt.-aided High Schoals. Till now, 1,76,214 no. of girlsand 44,112 no. of
boys have been benefited under the Scheme.
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Hedlth Campsare being organized under Biju Grameen Swasthya Shibir Y gjanato facilitate
hedth service towards the dwdlers in the inaccessble areas of the State.

Under Biju Setu Yojana, there is target for congtruction of 400 bridges during the year
2011-12.

To provide drinking-water to the people in therura areas of the State, digging of 6342 no.
of tube-wells and 409 no. of Pipe Water Supply Projects completed.

Tofadlitate the citizen-centric servicesinthe State through Information and Communication
Technology, e-Didtrict, e-Registration (e-DhaRani) and e-Municipdity service has been
launched.

In order to achieving growth in the field of Technicd education and employment aswell as
development of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprisesin the State, two new Departments
namey M.SM.E and Employment, Technical Education and Training have been creeted.

Under Biju Gram Jycti Y ojanaand Biju Saharancha Bidyutikaran Y ojana, 42,945 villages
and habitations have been dectrified so far.

Monthly Artist Pension enhanced to Rs.1000/- and the number of beneficiaries increased
from 1500 to 3000.

With a view to provide adequate hedth service to the people of the State, 350 no. of
Ad hoc Doctors gppointed aong with appointment of Didtrict-level Contractua Doctors.

Owing to the successful implementation of the Nationd Rural Hedth Misson, Infant and
Maternal Mortality Rate reduced in comparison to other States.

10052,326 acres of homestead land distributed to 2,78,534 no. of homesteadless
beneficiaries of the State since 2005-06 to 2011-12 (up to December, 2011).

19022.313 acres of agricultura land digtributed to 21,141 no. of landless beneficiaries of
the State since 2005-06 to 2011-12 (up to December, 2011).
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Higtory of Separate Province of Orissa

The formation of Separate Province of Orissain
1936 on language basisis an important milestone
in the higtory of Indian Union. It had itsorigin in
the movement of the Oriya speaking people
clamouring for a separate province on the basis
of language for a long time. Orissa was
dismembered with the onset of British conquest
in 1803. Ganjam and itsadjoining Oriyaspesking
areas south of the Chilika L ake was merged with
Madras, Midnapore to Bengal, Singhbhum,
Saraikela and Kharasuan was merged with
Chhotnagpur Division, Sambalpur and
Chhatisgarh feudatory states in the west was
merged with Centra Province.

Orissa Divisgon of Bengd Province was
serioudy affected by the Great Famine of 1866.
After the Great Famine, growth and devel opment
of education and communication, increase in
volume of trade, establishment of Printing Press
and publication of different Oriyajournas paved
the way for growth of political consciousnessin
Orissa. People became aware of the
adminigrative apathy and non-chaant attitude of
Government towards them. This ignited the
agitationa atitude among the Oriya speaking
peopleagaing the British Government. During this
period newspapers played a significant role in
highlighting the cause of the Oriyas inhabiting in
different provinces. When Lord Northbrook, the

Jayanta Kumar Das

then Governer-General proposed for break-up
of Central Provinceand mergeitsareaswith other
Provinces, the Pionearsof Oriyafought for merger
of Sambalpur with Orissa. In 1876, Raa
Bakunthanath De of Ba asore and Bichitrananda
Das made a representation to the Government
for union of al the Oriya spesking areas under
single administration. The people of Ganjam
organized meetings and made resolutions for the
unification of dl the Oriya-gpeeking tracts. Inthe
Ganjam District, the Oriyas formed an
Asxociaion caled the Ganjam Utka Hitabadini
Sabha. In 1878 Orissa Association was formed
under the leadership of Madhusudan Das, Fakir
Mohan Senapati and Radhanath Roy. By 1882,
Utkal Sabhawas formed under the leadership of
Madhusudan Das which became a strong and
organized political forum of the Oriyasto ventilate
their fedings and grievance. On 15" December
1902, Raja Baikunthanath De submitted a
memorid to Lord Curzon, the then Viceroy of
Indiafor unification of dl the Oriyaspesking aress.

During early part of 20" century, the
natives of Ganjam showed their keenness for
merger with Orissa. In amemoria addressed to
Lord Curzon, they described themselves as ‘a
limb separated from the body’ and prayed not
for patchwork redistribution but that the
Government of India will be gracioudy pleased

3
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to bring together the scattered divisonsinhabited
by the Oriya speaking people i.e Ganjam in
Madras, Sambal pur in the Central Province and
Orissa Divison in Bengd under Government of
Bengd or under any one Government and one
Univergty.

In 1903, first session of the Ganjam Jatiya
Samiti Conference was held a Berhampur under
the leadership of Harihar Mardargj, Raja of
Khdlikote. Nilamani Bidyaratna, the Secretary
of the Conference worked relentlessy for the
organization. In attending this meeting,
Madhusudan could realise that such an
organization was necessary a Orissalevd. Hence
a meeting of Utkal Sabha was held and it was
decided to set up Utkad Sammilani or the Utkal
Union Conference. Accordingly Utkal Sammilani
was formed. In its first meeting held a Cuttack
on 30" and 31% of December 1903 which was
presided by Maharga Sriram Chandra Bhanja
Deo, a large number of delegates within and
outsde Orissa attended. Madhusudan was the
Secretary of the reception committee. To create
awareness among the people for amagamation
of scattered Oriya-speaking tracts and to draw
the attention of the erring Government officidsto
this cause, he organised display of paintings and
pogters. In one such poster the body of Orissa
was seen as divided into several parts and
disgtributed among severa provinces.

On Utkal Sammilani Madhusudan has
written apoem which hasfar reaching effectsand
touching lines of thispoem helped in cregting unity
among Oriyaslying scattered in different Provinces
in moribund gate. Thisruns asfollows:

'Ehi Sammilani Jati Prana Sndhu
Koti Prana Bindu dhare

Tora Prana Bindu Mishaide Bhai
Dein padi Sndhu neere

Utkd Sammilani was the brain child of
Madhusudan. As per the decision taken, a
memorandum was submitted to the Government
to transfer al the Oriya speaking areas from
different provinces to Orissa Divison. In course
of time, Sambapur Divison was trandferred to
OrissaDivisonin 1905. Gangpur and Bana were
transferred from Chhotnagpur Division to Orissa
andfive OriyaStates- Patna, Ka ahandi, Sonepur,
Bamra, Rairakhol weretransferredto Orissafrom
the Centra Province.

On 25" August 1911, Lord Hardinge, the
Governor-Generd recommended some of the
administrative changes. One of such
recommendationswas creation of anew Province
consisting of Bihar and Orissa including
Chhotnagpur. This was strongly resented by the
Oriya people. The Oriya movement then
continued in full peed. In its tenth Session of
Utkd Sammilani held a Parlakhemundi in 1914,
theRgaof Manjusasaid, ‘ Canyou say that | am
diveif you cut off my head and keep it & Ranchi,
throw my trunk in the Bay of Bengd and keep up
my legs in the Madras Hospital ? This is the
condition of our Utka Mother whoislying deed
being disfigured and separated from her body.’
Lord Curzon aso fdt that ‘the interests of the
Oriyas have been sacrificed without compensation
smply because they are anon-agitating people’
During this period, ama gamation mestings were
held at Berhampore, Cuttack, Puri and resolutions
were passed to submit memoranda to the
Montagu-Chelmsford Commission. The
Commission in their report realized the need for
an adminigirative union of the Oriya-speaking
people and recommended for asub-provincefor
Oriyas. Inthe Act of 1919 to the misfortune of
Oriyas, there was no provision for the merger of
the Oriya-speaking aress. In 1921, resolutions
were tabled in the Legidative Councils of Bihar
and Orissa and Madras to effect unification of
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the Oriya-speaking areas. On 25" November
1921, Biswanath Kar moved theresolutionin the
Bihar and Orissa Legidative Coundcil to bring dl
the Oriya-gpeaking tracts under one Governmernt.

The Government appointed C.L. Philip
and A.C. Duff to make on the spot enquiry
regarding the attitude of the Oriya inhabitants of
the Madras Presdency towardstheir merger with
Orissa. The Commission gave favourable
observation to the Government. A statutory
Commission was gppointed in 1928 under the
Chairmanship of Sr John Smon to report on the
working of reformsin India The Oriyassubmitted
a memorandum to the Commission praying for
the creation of a separate Orissa Province. The
Commission gppointed asubcommitteefor Orissa
to have a detailed investigation. The
Subcommittee with Mgor Attlee as Chairman
congsted of Suhrawardy, Rgaof Kanikaand Rai
Bahadur Laxmidhar Mohanty. It recommended
creation of aseparate OrissaProvince conssting
of Orissa Divison, Angul, feudatory states of
Orissa, some portions of Mohanpur and
Gopibalabhapur under the Bengd Presidency,
Khariar Etate under the Centrd Province and
Ganjam Didrict under the Madras Presidency.
Onthebassof thisreport, the Simon Commisson
recommended the gppointment of a boundary
commission for the new Orissa Province.

TheReport of the Smon Commissonled
to the summoning of the Round Table Conference.
Si Krishna Chandra Ggjgpati Narayan Dev, the
Mahargja of Paraakhemundi who attended the
Conference circulated a pamphlet ‘ The Oriyas,
Their need and Reasonsfor aseparate Province.
Hiseffortsyidded results. Beforethe Third Round
Table Conference ended, the Orissa Boundary
Commission under the chairmanship of SP.O’
Donnell was agppointed to review the boundary
line of the proposed OrissaProvince. Inthelines
of recommendations of Joint Select Committee,
the Government of India Bill, 1935 was passed
by Parliament and the new Province of Orissa
was born on 15t April 1936 after much hue and

ay.

At last the yearlong struggle and
indomitable spirit and courage of great leaders
resulted in ama gamation of Oriya-gpesking tracts
as a Separate Province which had been lying
scattered in different Provinces for centuries
together.

Jayanta Kumar Das, D 11/3, Unit —IX, Bhubaneswar-
22, email: jayantkumardasl@gmail.com
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Maharga Krushna Chandra Ggjapati -
The Architect of Modern Odisha

The Gggpati Digtrict in Odisha lies between 18°
46’ N and 19° 39’ North latitudes and longitudes
83° 48 Eadt. The didtrict of Ggjapati comprises
onesub-divison, three Tahad|sand seven Blocks,
two Towns, one Municipality, one N.A.C,
hundred six Panchayats and
460 inhabited villages. The
digtrict isbounded in the North
East by the Ganjam didtrict, on
the North by the Kandhamal
district in the West by the
Rayagada didtrict, in the South
by Srikakulam, a district of
Andhra Pradesh. Now
Parlakhemundi is the district
Headquarters of the Ggjapati
district. Parlakhemundi
Zamindari estate presently
caled Ggapati Didrict presents
amog colourful higtorical and
cultural panorama, spanning
over saverd centuries Since it
gprang in to existence as “Prabaa Khemundo”
later corrupted in to Parlakhemundi means the
‘cord headed' . Pardlakhemundi wasthe coreand
honeycomb of the glorious ancient kingdom of
Kainga known to history from the days before
Ashokaand Kharavela (2" Century B.C). It was
extending from the Gangas to beyond Nellore,

Dr. Prafulla Chandra Mohanty

whaose dedtinies swirled through the mighty arms
of the Gangas, The Gangas, and the Ggjapati of
Puri from about 6" century. Krusha Chandra
Gajgpati Narayan Dev, one of the red heroes of
meaking the modern Odisha, belongsto the great
Ganga dynasty. He was born on
26" April 1892. His father was
the king Goura Chandra Gajapati
Narayan Dev and the mother was
Radhamani Devi. Hehad hisearly
education at home under the
direct supervison and guidance of
his father and mother. During his
early education, Apanna, a
reputed teacher and author of
many bookswas his privatetutor.

Syama Sundar Rggury, the first
Oriya graduate of the then
Ganjamdidrict wasdso histutor.

W. Taylor, the ex-Secretary and
manager of the kingdom, had a'so
guided Krushna Chandra
Gggpati Narayan Dev during hisearly education.

Tohismisfortune KrushnaChandralogt hisfather
in 1905, his uncle Padmanava Dev in 1904 and

hisfamily teecher SyamaSundar Rgjguruin 1909.

Anyway, Krushna Chandra received his
secondary education in the Parlakhemundi

Maharga s High School. After completion of
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metriculation he went to Madrasto prosecute his
higher studies and joined in the Newington
Residential College, an institution of specia
category to educate the sons of kings and landed
aristocrats. Mr. Cameran Morrison and Mr. Dela
Hay were appointed ashistutorsat Madras. Due
to the un-time death of Maharga Goura Chandra
Ggapdti, the father, Krushna Chandra was only
of 12 yearsof age, aminor, S0 the zamindar went
to Court of Wards for administration and
remained till 1913. On 26" April, 1913 the
coinciding birthday of Krushna Chandra, the
coronation ceremony washddinavery treditiond
pomp and exuberance. He became the Rgja of
Parlakhamundi estate since then.

Parlakhemundi zamindari was one of the
eighteen ancient zamindaries of Ganjam. The
zamindarsof Parlakhemundi, Peda-khemundi and
China-khemundi claim descent from the Ggj gpai
kings of Odisha. It is to note that both the
Khemundi estates originally belong to
Parlakhemundi in the name of Vijaya Nagar and
Pratapgiri respectively. In 1835 A.D., the
Gajapati Palace was built. Krushna Chandra
Ggapati had great wisdom in adminigtering his
edate. It was avery critica time for the Odiyas
asthey remained divided under four divisonssuch
as in Bengd, Bihar, Centra Province and the
Madras Presidency. He redized that unless the
Odiyas are united under one Government there
could be no use in crying for their development.
Right from his coronation, he had determined to
do al possible good to his subjects aswell asto
unite the Odiyas under one adminigrative head.
He utilized his full time and resources for
accomplishment of the ends. Sri Krushna
Chandra Ggjapati sdflesdy wanted to awaken
and unite the Odiyas, from the date of his
coronation he earmarked a substantial amount
from his exchequer for the purpose.

Hefet disgppointed dueto the dienation
of his own edtate Parlakhemundi and aso the
entire Ganjam didrict from political Odisha and
decided to work for bringing them together. At
that time Madhusudan Das, Sri Ramachandra
Dev, the Rga of Khalikote and some of the
leaders of Odisha, started organising Odiyas to
unite together under a banner of Utka Union
Conference. TheUtka Union Conferenceserved
the best purpose of infusing anew light basing on
nationdigtic ingpirations in the minds of Odiyas.
Harihara Mardarg, the Rga of Khdlikote laid
the seed of Utkal Sammilani or (Union
Conference) in the Rambha Pdace in the year
1902 A.D, which was redly working for the
awakening of Odiyas. Since 1902, the Utkal
Union Conference were organized at different
placesfor proposed Odishain different times. The
important leaders were Madhusudan Das,
Ramachandra Bhanja Dev, the Maharga of
Mayurbhanja, the chiefs of Dhenkanal,
Keonjhara, Athagarah and Talacher, Sashibhusan
Rath, the Rga of Surangi Biswanath Beborta
Patnaik and Baikunthanath Dey and many others.
On joining of Maharagja Krushna Chandra
Gggpati after hiscoronation, the Conferencetook
a separate shape. The tenth session of the Utkal
Union Conferencewas held at Parlakhemundi for
two days in December, 1914 under the
presidentship of Shri Vikram Dev Varma, who
later on became the Maharga of Jeypore. The
Conference was well attended by Odiyas of all
Odiya-speaking tracts. The leading persondities
of the Conference were Madhusudan Das, Fakir
Mohan Senapati, Gopabandhu Dash, Nilamani
Vidyaratna, Radhakrushna Das, Babaji,
Sashibhusan Ray and Rgjas and Rakumars of
Madhupur, Tekilli, Manjusha, Tarda, Kanikaand
host of others. Krushna Chandra Gajapati being
the chief host of the Conference spent more than
rupeestenthousandfor organizing the Conference.
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Madhusudan Das eulogized the Maharaja
Krushna Chandra Gajapati for his organizing
ability, for the success of the Conference and for
his patriotism.

On 28" Jan, 1914 the young Maharga
married the princess Naini Devi, the daughter of
Rga of Kharsuan, Mahendra Narayan Singh
Deo. During the First World War in 1916, hewas
made the Honarary Second Lieutenant of His
Mg esty’ sIndian Land Forces and was promoted
to the rank of a Captain subsequently. In 1918,
thetitle of ‘RgjaSahab’ was conferred upon him
and was made hereditary in 1922. He was the
recipient of arare Sanand in 1920 from the then
Viceroy and Governor General of India, in
recognition of his services rendered to the Indian
Army during the Great War and as a mark of
gpprobation. The title of ‘Mahargd again was
awarded to him, asapersond distinction by H.E.
Lord Willingdom, the Viceroy and Governor
Generd of Indig, in the year 1936. He was a
member of the Royd commisson on Agriculture
under the chairmanship of H.E. Lord Linlithgow.
He was ds0 a member of Madras ledgidative
Council. Honorary Doctorates were awarded to
him by the Utkd and Berhampur Universities The
prestigious knighthood award of K.C.I.E. was
aso conferred on him by HisMgesty, theking of
England. Hewas one among the founding fathers
of Indian Constitution, being a member of
Constituent Assembly of India as well. His
contribution to horse-racing and his
encouragement for horse breeding in India are
notable. Hewasthe proud owner of the celebrated
and champion English race-horse, Rock of
Gibrdtar and the famed Indian-bred, Balchand,
the winner of the Indian Derby in 1957, to name
just afew. Hewasasenior member of theleading
Race clubs aswell as socid cubsin the country.

On the demands made by Utka Union
Conferences, the British Government appointed
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Philip Duff Committee for enquiring on the Oriya
gpeaking tracts for unification in 1924. On 2¢

Nov, 1924, the Committee headed by Mr. C.L.

Phillip, the then Politicd Agent of Orissa State
and Mr. A.C. Duff, the then collector of
Vizagapatnam visited Vizagapatanam and

Ganjam, and met the Rgaof Parlakhemundi and

al other landlordsof Ganjamdidrict, for adetailed
enquiry. After the enquiry, the Committee came
to the conclusion that Odiya spesking areas of
Madras including Ganjam Agency and

Vizaggpatnam Agency should be amadgamated
with Odisha. The Committee members were of
the opinion that Mandasa, Tarala, Tekkali,

Budarsingh, Jdantar and Parlakhemundi estates
of Ganjam didtrict should form a part in Orissa.

Krushna Chandra Ggapati had plunged into the
Odia movement by organizing popular opinion,

and had convinced the Philip Duff Committee of
the desire of the people of Ganjam to mergewith
Odisha. Intheface of iff nationd protest against
the Simon Commission, Krushna Chandra
Gajapati ventured to open dialogue with the
Commission and made a specid apped a the
Commission for the creation of a separate State
for Orissa. The members of Simon Commission
were so much impressad with theclaim of Odisha
and so appointed a sub-committee headed by
Magor Atleetolook after. Accordingly, thereport
of Simon Commission published on 27" May,

1930 with the recommendations of making a
Separate provinee, in 1930, Krushna Chandra
Gajapati contested the election of Madras
Legislative Assembly from the Ganjam
Constituency and declared elected. He also
became sole leader of Landholder’ s Association
of Madras. He represented Odisha in the I
Round Table Conference in London and placed
the demand for a separate Orissa Province on
12" Nov, 1930 and thus conference had itsSittings
up to 19 Jan, 1931. The Government of India
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gppointed a Committee under the chairmanship
of Sr SP.O' Donndl, for the determination of
boundary of OrissaProvince on 18" Sept, 1931.
Mahargja Krushna Chandra Gajapati was
included in the team for Odishaamong othersto
guard thework. The Boundary Committee of O’
Donndl| received amemorandum from the Utaka
Union Conference and aso from various other
locd Associations. The Committee recommended
the creation of Odisha State and this was felt
possible only by the endeavour of Mahargja
Krushna Chandra Ggjapati. Though the report
of the Committee favoured a separate sate for
Odisha but to our misfortune it excluded
Parlakhemundi, Midnapur and Singhbhumi aress.
Mahargia Krushna Chandra Gajapati mobilised
al forcesagain to counteract the recommendations
of exclusion. In this context, there was an
emergency meeting of Utkal Union Conference
held at Berhampur on 21 Aug, 1932 and a
committee was congtituted under the ledership of
Krushna Chandra Ggjapati to meet the Viceroy
on delegation on 17" Sept, 1932, a Committee
led by Krushna Chandera Gajapati met the
Viceroy Lord Willingdon a& Simlafor the cregtion
of a Odia Province on 17" Nov, 1932 Raga
Ramchandra Mardarg) of Khallikote estate with
his Secretary again went to attend the Round Table
Conference which took place during the period
from Nov,17" to Dec, 24™ , 1932. Our Krushna
Chandra Gajapati sent a telegram to Raja
Ramchandra Mardargj to put-forth the demand
for incluson of Parlakhemundi in the proposed
province. Again on 12" Jan, 1933, Mahargja
Krushna Chandra Ggjapati participated in the
Third Round Table Conference in London and
stressed for the separate province after taking in
to dl the Odia speaking areas in condderation.
On 17" March, 1933, a White Paper was
published for the creetion of the new province
but the estates of Parlakhemundi and Jeypore
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werenot included in the said province. Following
this dong with other leaders for amagamation
Maharaja was greatly disappointed and

immediatdy caled the 23¢ Sesson of Utkd Union
Conference to defend and in the Conference,

passed aresolution for integration of dl the Odia
speaking areas under the presidentship of
Maharga Krushna Chandra Gajapati. Mahargja
Krushna Chandra Gajapati, heading a seven
member team again submitted amemorandum to
the Joint Parliamentary Committee a London
demanding the ama gamation of Jeypore Agency,

the Parlakhemundi Estate and other Oriya
Speaking areasin the new proposed provinceand

argued strongly on 3¢ July, 1933, for the cause.

Being assured by the members of Joint Select
Committee, MahargaK rushnaChandra Gajapati

returned home from London on 13" Aug, 1933.

Mahargja received a great shock on the passing
away of the great patriot Madhusudan Das, on
3 Feb, 1934 who was fighting for the cause of
Odias and for the formation of separate new
province ‘Odisha’. Accordingly to review the
boundary question for Odisha, consequently a
Committee headed by mgjor Atlee was formed
to take evidence from the Odias as well asfrom
the Telugus of Madras Province. Mahargja of
Parlakhemundi on behalf of Odias and G.V.

Sitapati on behdf of Telugusappeared beforethe
Atlee Committee at London. The Committee efter
hearing from both sides awarded their

recommendations for amagamation of mgority
Odia speaking portions only. Hence, the
Parlakhemundi estate was divided into two parts.

Fird part including town area of Parlakhemundi

was added in Odishaand the remaining part was
left out. Mohargatolerated great grief of dividing
of his own estate for the crestion of new Odisha
State. On April, 1934, the map which was
persented by the Mahargjawas accepted by the
Secretary of States, London and accordingly, they
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were incorporated in the Section, 289,
Government of IndiaAct, 1935.

Mahargacontinued hisfighting to resume
the rest of his estate land which gill marked as
Bichhinancha. The long dream of Gourchandra
Gajapati, the father and Sri Padma Nabha
Narayan Dev, thefather and paterna uncle were
also in the fight for the unification of their
motherland Odishabut the Odiamovement came
into the real picture by the hard and sincere
endeavours of Mahargja Krushna Chandra
Gaggpati dong with other front line leaders of the
state. On the I April, 1936, the long desired
Separate new province‘ Odisha wasformed. The
inauguration ceremony was commenced with the
Dabar hdd in the Ravenshaw College Hal at
Cuttack. Sir Courtney Terrd, the Chief Justice of
Patna, administered the oath to sir John Hubback.
As the first Governor of Odisha, Sir Samue
greeted the people of newly formed Odisha
People of Orissa accepted their portion of the
land condtitutiondly given to them out of the
country long daimshaving apart in other portions
of MadrasPresidency, Midnapur to West Bengd,
Singhbhumi to Bihar, etc. Anyway, the Odiasnow
got ahomeland of their own and it was possble
only by the efforts and sacrifices of mainly two
Odiaslike Madhusudan Daswho sowed the seed,
laid the foundation and another MahargaKrushna
Chandra Gajapati of Parlakhemunidi who
organized, took the matter to round Table
conference for fruition.

In the wake of the formation of Orissa
Province, Krushna Chandra Gajapati Started a
politica party named ‘ OdishaNationd Party’ on
1t April, 1937; the provincia autonomy was
accorded to Odisha in accordance with the
Government of IndiaAct, 1935. Electionwasheld,
though the Congress Party got the mgority but
refused to form the Ministry. Sir John Hubback
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invited Krushna Chandra Gggpati to form the
Minigtry and so Mahargabecamethe Firs Prime
Minigter of the State of Odisha. The Ministry had
to resign on 13" July, 1937 due to inevitable
circumstances. In 1938 Krushna Chandra
Ggapati, the former Prime Minister of Odisha
became a member of the indo-British Trade
negotiation. Again on 3¢ Nov, 1941, a codlition
Minigtry was formed with the Chief Minigtership
of Maharaja Krushna Chandra Gajapati.
Maharga was dso nominated as a member of
the Indian Defence Council in the years 1941-
42. L ater on MahargaasaChief Minister brought
a Bill in the Legidative Assembly for the
establishment of Utkad Univeraty and assuch, the
Universty was inaugurated on 27" Nov, 1943,
during histenure. Dueto the palitica differences,
he resigned from the Office of Chief-Minigter-
ship of Odisha on June, 1944 and handed over
the charges to the then Governor of the State.

The philanthropic deeds of Sri Krushna
Chandra Ggjapati were s0 vast that it could not
be in record. He made liberd donations to the
Pasteur Research Institute at Conoor, the
Coimbetore Agriculturd Universty, thelndian Red
Cross Society. It wasdueto his persstent efforts
that the Central Rice Research Institute at
Bidyadharpur of Cuttack district was founded.
The Cuttack Medical School was upgraded to a
Medicd College during histenure. He generoudy
contributed Rupees Five Thousand to Gopal
ChandraPraharg), thelexicographer of the Purna
Chandra Odia Bhasakosh for the publication of
thefifth volumeof it. He a so donated rupeesfive
hundred in fovour of the Satyabadi School at
Sakhigopd. He dso liberdly donated to Utkal
Sahitya Samg of Cuttack, which was a leading
literary indtitution of Odishafor the development
of Odialanguage and literature. He spent alot to
extend the narrow gauge railway line from
Parlakhemundi to Gunupur. After independence
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of India, Maharga remained aoof from direct
controversgd palitics and intended to serve his
estate and Odisha peoplethrough different public
and socia wefare services. He spent dl thetime
for the development of agriculture, industry,
culture and Odia literature. He was one of the
directors of Hindusthan Sted Ltd. after being
nominated by the Central Government in the year
1954. He contributed generously for the
development of Odialanguage and literature. He
had given donationsfor printing of OdiaGlossary
‘Purnachandra Bhashakosh’ Gopalkrishna
Pedyabdi, Jagabandhu Singh's ‘ Prachin Utkd’,
Pandit Gopinath Nands's Odia Sabda Tatwa
Bodh Abhidhan, etc. He also spent for the
development of Odialanguagein the Singhbhumi
and other Odiya-speaking tracts. He established
Parlakhemundi Government. College, Sanskrit
College, Model Agricultural Farm House at
Parlakhemundi and also atheatre/dramastagefor
the development of art and culture. The credit of
egablishing Utka University, High Court, Medicd
College & Hospitd at Cuttack and many other
institutions in Odisha goes to him. Krushna
Chandra Ggjapati donated the whole amount of
his pay and travelling alowances, which he
received as Prime Minigter to the funds of Utka
University for the development of higher
education.

Toour ill-luck, such persondity who gave
everything to us, theland, the language theidentity
through his sacrifices passed away on 25" of
May, 1974 at the age of eighty two in hispaace.
Theenlightened light not only of the Parlakhemundi
Edate but the illuminated light of the whole State
hed gone out. Hiswife Maharani of Parlakhemundi
left him since long. Mahargia was blessed with
two sons and two daughters, dl of whom, alas,
are no more. The famous words “the old order
changeth, yielding place to new” could not have
been moretrue. Hiseldest son, late Ram Chandra
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Ggapdti, theformer Y uvrg of Parlakhemunidi was
akeen gportaman and acemarksman with hisrifles
and shot-gun. His younger son, late Madhaba
Sundar Gajapati, the former Rajkumar of
Parlakhemundi, a graduate from Madras
University, was areputed sportsman and had the
degtination of representing India in the game of
gulf. Krushna Chandra Ggjapati passed away
very peecefully leaving behind him countrymen,

relatives, friends, admirers to mourn on the

irrepairable loss. He was accorded a State
Funerd by the Government of Odisha and was
cremated with hunour. In accordance with the
primogeniture, he was succeeded by his eldest
grandson Shri Gopinath Ggjapati, formerly a
Chemical Engineer later became a Member of
Parliament for the past two consecutive terms of
Lok Sabha The Birth Anniversary is celebrated

on 26" of April every year in the State and the
Government of Indiaissued a postage stamp on
the occasion of his birth centenary in 1992.

Since then, the inhabitants of Odishaare
very much emationd inremembering their beloved
Mahargja Krushna Chandra Ggjapati, the hero,
the pride of Odisha for his dedication to the
unification of Odishaand for variousphilanthropic,
welfareworksin every corner of his motherland.

Dr. PrafullaChandraMohanty, Sanskruti Sadan, Village
Boiyali, P.O- Mantridi, Ganjam -761008, E-mail :
dr.pcmohanty51@gmail.com.
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Pioneer of Law Madhubabu and Its Legacy inthe
Domain of Odisha

“Though thetruth isopen to all, many do not
feel any urge to seek. Of those who have the
urge, many suffer from doubt and vacillation.
Even if they do not have doubts, many are
scared away by difficulties. Only a few rare
soulssucceed in braving the perilsand reaching
the goal” .

BHAGAVAD GITA.

Socid change isthe immutable redlity of
history, spesks of no laws, no directions and no
continuity. On the theoretica

Dr. Krushna Chandra Dalai

Each social system has its own
peculiarities and its own requirements. Hence, no
unilinear theory can be scientificaly appliedto dl
Stuations. Much of Odisha's socid peculiarities
have been generated by complex historical
realities, dating back to the ancient past.
Moreover the eminent personalities like
Madhubabu the legend of Odisha better known
to dl as Madhubabu is Odisha and Odisha is
Madhubabu. It is quite pertinent to discuss here
some background of the legd luminary for his

plane, mgor andyticad modds
pertaining to socid change lays
dress on explaining the change
rather than engineering it. The
urgency of engineering socia
change in India is evident from
the fact that mainstream socia
system is subversive to the
interests of the masses. Socid
change is, as a theoretical
concept, aneutra notion, It, by
itself, speaks of no laws, no
directions and no continuity. It
may be regressive and
progressive. it may smply bea
processor amovement intheform of acontinuous
determinate change.
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eminent personality not only
indde Odishabut dsoinindia

Madhu Sudan was born
on 28" April in the year 1848
inthevillage Satyabhamapur in
theDidrict of Cuttack. Hewas
the son of an affluent peasant
of the area named Raghunath
Das. Since childhood
Madhusudan had a keen
interest for higher educationin
his village. He came down to
Cuttack and passed the
entrance, now called
Matriculation examination from

the Ravenshaw Collegiate Schoal, in the year

1864. When Madhubabu was reading in
Ravenshaw Collegiate a Cuttack there were a
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few Odia students and mostly it was a school of
Bengali boys. Seeing Madhubabu wearing
Mufass| dress they were tittering him. Thinking
of past higtory of Odisha which was extended
from the Gangato Godavari by the vaour of the
brave Odia soldiers Madhubabu had cherished
in hismind 9ncethen thet hewould in hislifetime
unify the Odisha State which had been truncated
by Britishers to severd parts and each part had
been amagamated to ether of the neighbouring
provinces Bengdi, Bihar Madhya Pradesh and
Madras. Britishers had been able to conquer
Odishaonly by dubiousmethodsafter conquering
al other partsof Indiawith aview not to give any
chance to that chivarous Odia Nation to rise
againgt. They brokeitsback bone by splitting the
State into severa parts and merging those to
different provinces.

After passing Matriculation Madhubabu
wanted to get higher studies at Calcutta as
Britishers had not established any College in
Odishawith aview to keep the Odiasin dark for
ever. But father of Madhubabu had no capacity
to spend money to send Madhubabu to Cacutta
for higher sudies. So with a daring mind so to
say in empty hand he went to Calcutta and by
dint of srong desire and undaunted will he could
manage to read there and became first B.A. first
M.A.firg B.L intheyear 1878, who wasthefirgt
Advocate of Odisha By dint of hisintelligence,
bravery and strong determination Madhubabu
could have earned alot as alawyer at Calcutta.
But his heart was dways crying for his neglected
and suffering of birth place dominion.. So a last
he cameto Cuttack in 1881 to havelegd practice
as a lawyer. Bengdi and Madras lawyers had
made monopoly of thelega professonin Odisha.
Madhubabu was not alowed to enter into Bar
Association common room. However in course
of time he proved his merit and became the
leading lawyer. Very soon he earned reputation
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inthefield of legd professon for his exceptiona
intelligence and keen foresightedness. He
contested and won a number of famous and
complicated cases. Even if European judges of
the High Court held his in high esteem and
popularly caled him as Madhu Barriger.

Madhubabu had the rare digtinction of
becoming First Odia in a number of fidds and
some narration are given below which would
definitdy surprise the readers.

First Odia Graduate

First OdiaM.A

First Odia Law Graduate
First OdiaAdvocate

First Odiato vist Europe.

o o0~ 0D

First Odia to become a member of
Provincia and vice rega Legidative
Council.

Firg OdiaMiniger.

Firs OdiaMinister to resgn for not taking
sdary meant for Minigers.

By that time he cameto Cuttack in 1881
Ravenshaw College had been started and Law
Class had been opened there. But dueto want of
good teacher no student wasableto passthe B.L
Examination. So the law class was going to be
closed. Hearing this Madhubabu went there as
an honorary teacher with a view to creste law
graduates and Advocates so that monopoly of
outsiders would be quashed. He made students
pass and the law class continued. But when he
became Vice Chairman of local Board he could
not afford to give time for law class and it was
closed. But subsequently by his unturned steady
sriving he could get the Law College established
a Cuttack which is now named as Madhubabu
Law College. By thishe could succeed in hisidea
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of creating sufficient number of OdiaLawyersand
as aresult today many Law Colleges had come
up and Odia Lawyers are found in dl parts of
Odisha and their bar council stands mgestically
in Cuttack. Legd professonasare under amora
obligation towards such sections of the society
who are unable to protect their lawful interests.
Madhubabu had brought Railway to Odishaand
High Court Bench to Odisha for getting relief by
Odias a door step and the Lawyers regped the
benefit.

When all political hierarchies were
deliberately trying to erase the memory of
Madhubabu from public mind with aview to beat
their drums. | hope, in grieved heart, that Odisha
Bar Council and All OdishaLawyersAssociation
should gtrive hard to makethe resdentiad building
of Madhubabu asaNationa Memoria and name
the road in front of his resdence after his name
and moreover makethe Law College established
at Cuttack named in the name of Utka Gourav
Madhusudan Das.

Bregking of Monopoly of outsdersinlegd
practiceisone aspect of life of Madhubabu. Legd
professionds congtitute an enlightened section of
the society who widlds knowledge of law as a
very potent weagpon. But he is great in Odisha
and dso in India for so many other benevolent
works.

A lawyer is not merely a craftsman, or
even an atis. He hasaspecid rolein our society.
He is a professional especialy ordained to
perform a the crigstime of thelife of other people
and dmog daily, to make mord judgements of
great sengtivity. Heisanimportant hand at wheds
of our economy and of course as the custodian
of theflaming world of individud and professiond
liberty, aswell as of the public order.

In hisview Law isnot only insrument to
usher in socid change. Education,consensus by
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negotiation and convincing, voluntary action,
public opinion, principles of mordity that herad
social transformation in the system. Shortly
Madhubabu got himself established in practice.
Thereafter he wanted to give shapeto hisdesired
dream that he would raise the financia condition
of downtrodden Odias infusing a new life into
them. So he constructed a workshop in his
resdentid Ste for fine Art filigree workers and
sumptuously gave money to purchase gold and
glver and producesfine ornamenta materids. He
paid them daily wages before those were sold.
The products were highly appreciated and
welcomed. He had made exhibition of those
aticles in London when he had gone there for
purpose of taking steps for making Odisha
province and had wondered the people there
about the dexterity of thearticles. He spent money
to purchase Charakaand distributed those fredly
to peopleto spinthread and fredly donated looms
to make cloth and become sdf sufficient. Like
this he started many Cottage Indudtries for the
people. He was the first man to start Swadeshi
Industry and it was Utkd Tannery which gave
employment to the depressed and downtrodden
Mochies (cobblers) and many others. The
purpose was also to arrest the economical
exploitation of our country by theforeign colonid
Government. Mogt of the Odisha people were
dependent on agriculture. So for thefirst time, he
made a democratically elected body of the
cultivators namely Praia Prarisad and made
different demands againg the tyrannica torture
and financdid exploitation of Bengdi Zamindars
and cdlamed many rdiefs for the cultivators who
were the backbone of the society.

He had established “Utka Sabha’ in
1882 for palitica riseof the Odiagpesking people.
He was elected member from Odisha to the
Bengd Bihar Odisha State Council. He was the
first Odia to become a Minister. When
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Madhubabu was Minister he had prepared local
sf government Act (Municipdity Act). Sr Henry
Wheder of England had said “The Sit Mr. Das
had passed had powers in loca bodies to far
greater extent then than in England”. This shows
Madhubabu was a great Jurist, legidator and
democrat. Hewasthefirst Odiawho had resgned
from Minigtry towork for the peoplefredy without
taking any sdary, and perhapsheremainsthefirs
person like thisin Indiatill now. He was the first
man in Odisha who had been elected to the
Viceroy Council in Dehi. Hewasthefird manin
Odisha to get the highest honorary title of CIE
from British Government dong with Gokhlein dl
India basis.

The connotation of the word ‘Nation' is
congeriesof peopleof common descent, language
and hitory inhabitating in aterritory bounded by
defined limits. *Odid is an old historic language
of awarrior race of Odias which had conquered
and carved out a great empire from Ganga to
Godavari and even, in the First Century B.C
Kharavel the Great Emperor of Kalinga had
amost conquered whole of India.

Madhubabu started working for his
cherished idea since his childhood of reviving
Odisha State unifying al spotted parts of it. He
was the first member of All India National
Congress along with Gourishankar Roy from
Odisha. There he raised the question of making
the Odishaprovince on linguistic bassunifying dl
its shattered parts bringing from the neighbouring
provinces. But the mgority of al India level
Congress Leaders was from Bengal, Bihar,
Madras and Centra province who did not agree
with the sinister view of not losing the Odia
gpeaking areas from their provinces. Of course
later when Gandhijee was convinced about the
need of formation of linguistic States after
interaction with Madhubabu, the Congress had
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pasad aresolution in favour of cresting linguigtic
provinces. But they did not take any initiative to
put into action this approved resolution.

Madhubabu organized a separate
organization namey Utka Union Conferencei.e.
Utka Sammilanee for the purpose of cregting a
separate Odisha province unifying all Odia
gpesking tracts. Theaimsand objectivesof Utkal
Sammilanee or Utkal Conference was not only
to fight for formation of a separate State of
Odisha, but adso to give politica training to
budding potentia leaderslike Gopabandhu Das,
Nilakantha Das, Brgjasundar Das, Laxminarayan
Sahu and others. For the purpose of creating
Odisha State he had even gone twice to London
at his own cost and had been able to influence
the M.Ps there about his cause and had even
addressed the British Parliament for that purpose.
He was the third person by that time to get the
prestige and credit of addressing the British
Parliament.

Though Congress leaders of Odisha at
the instance of those big leaders of other
provinces, unfortunately had gone against and
fought with Madhubabu tooth and mail to deter
him from growing success in his misson for
achieving a separate province for Odia speaking
people, ultimately Madhubabu was able to get
Odisha province created dthough in incomplete
form. After that thoseleaderswho wereopposing
Madhubabu enjoyed the benefit of becoming
Chief Minister and Minigter of Odisha and later
asMiniger of Indiaadso. It isadisgracethat those
people enjoying the fruits of toil of Madhubabu
hed tried and dso trying now their utmaost to dump
hismemory intheabyssof oblivion. The Congress
which had opposed Madhubabu for creation of
alinguistic Statefollowed that principle later after
independence and now India comprises of so
many linguidic States.

15




Odisha Review

Madhubabu was the fird man in India
who started Charakha movement and got
prepared country made cloth much before
Gandhiji’s movement for Charakha and Khadi.
Madhubabu was the first man in India who had
dtarted cottage indudtries like filigree work, horn
works and other traditiona village and cottage
indugtriesin India

He was firg in India to start Swadeshi
Indugtry like ‘Utka Tannery’ which had spread
its name and fame dlover the world to its credit
particularly during the Firg World War. He was
thefirst manin Indiawho had sarted the agitation
for the right of people for processng sat from
seawater and demanded to exempt Tax from it
much before Gandhijee sarted hissalt movemen.
Hewasthefirst man who had started cooperative
societiesin Odishaand in India. He was the first
man who had fought for the right of ladies to
practise aslawyer in Court and had got suchright
enacted, in form of a legidation for which now
we have got ladies as judges even in Supreme
Court. He was the first man who had opposed
the caste system and started untouchability
movement which later inspired Gandhijee to
follow it up. He was the first man who hed tried
to introduce agriculture and Handicraft in the
School Educetion before Gandhijee thought of
Basic Education. Hewasthefirs manin Indiato
use mothertongue Odia in nothing minutes and
proceedings of Utka -Sammilanee and had tried
to introduce Odiaas officia and Court language.
He had created Odisha Deputy Collector Cadre
and ‘Odisha Police Cadre’ and Judicia Cadre
with a view to have Odia Officers to run the
adminigration when Odisha province would be
formed as a separate Provincid Unit.

Madhubabu had hel ped people of Odisha
in dmog dl fidds. His help to flood hit and
drought hit people or Odishawas unique. He had
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attempted to preserve and keep alive the
origindity of meodious Odiss music organizing
weekly Music symposum at his resdence. He
had formed Odisha Sports Association to keep
aive the local sports and had dso created all
possble facilities for foreign games like Tennis,
Billard etc in his residence. He had tried to
preserve old heritage of Odisha and had
influenced Viceroy Lord Curzon to preserve the
dilapidated Sun Temple at Konark and for that
only the sculptural marvels of Konark Templehas
now placed Odisha eminently in the world Map
of Tourism. He preserved the right of Ggjapati
King (Maharga) of Utkd aong with the sanctity
of Jagannath Temple from treacherous attempt
of Britishers to spoil these traditiona ingtitutions
of ‘Odia nation by grabbing the control of the
both.

Madhubabu had made so many good and
benevolent worksfor Odishaand saved the Odia
people in SO many ways that there would be no
end to it if narrated one by one. When Pandit
Gopabandhu Das returned from Hazaribag Jal,
ahearty fdicitation was given to him by people of
Odishain a great well atended public meeting.
Bengd people called their provincid leaders as
Desabandhu Desapremi etc. But in that public
meseting Acharya Prafulla Ch. Roy, a leader of
Bengd, was present thereto give standing tributes
to Gopabandhu Das and adorned Pandit
Gopabandhu Das in the public meeting as
‘Utkdmani’ and not as “Bharamani”. So in the
same analogy Madhubabu is* Utka Gourav’ not
‘DesaGourav’ or ‘Bharat Gourav’ since he was
an Odia

Already it is discussed the achievements
but heisnotable in every respect, Madhubabu is
the first man in gponsoring SO many pionesring
works and activities in India which stand for his
greatness and acumen. Besides dl these | now
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point out one or two factswhich would show that
Madhubabu was a persondity of dl Indiagtature
and not confined to Utkal or Odisha. In the last
part of 19th Century and first part of 20th century
many educated luminaries in India had been
converted to Chrigtianity by missonaries, besdes
Anglo Indians. Madhubabu had been elected
consecutively twice as the Presdent in All India
Chrigian Association. That goes to show his dll

India gatus as a leader and eminent persondity.

Pandit Nehru had said Madhubabu was a grest
luminary not only of Odishabut dso of India He
had further stated that many times Madhubabu
was offered Presidentship of Indian National
Congress, but he did not show any interest for
such an elevated dignified pogt. It is evident that
he had not become President of National
Congress apprehending that his much cherished
Odisha State could not be formed as he had to
be abided by the resolution that passed by
majority of Congress men not to proceed for a
linguigtic province of Odisha. Had he becomethe
Congress presdent most probably the Odisha
State could not have come into existence. But
had he become President Odisha Congress men
would have been humming his name every now
and then and even his photo would have been
adorning in the Centra Hal of Parliament.

It isindeed quite evident to mention here
one instance about the great magica persondity
of Madhubabu. Once difference of opinion
cropped up between Gandhijee and Chittaranjan
Das a Bengdi Leader, to such an extent that
Chittaranjan babu had to shun the Congress
Organization, as a result of which Congress
suffered alot. Big congress|eaders could not find
out way to mitigate the difference. Ultimately
Rabindranath Tagore thought of Madhusudan
Das, whom Chittaranjan Das was respecting as
his*Gurd’ and Gandhijee was dso vociferousin
praising Madhubabu in his *Young India'.

QOdisha Review

Persondlity like Tagore requested M adhubabu to
usehisgood officein mitigating misunderstandings
between Gandhijee and Chittaranjan Babu.
Madhubabu obliged and became successful in
mitigating the differences between Gandhiji and
Chittaranjan Babu.

M adhubabu had amost respectful ascetic
character and was having a body charged with
occult power, coming in touch of which the pain
and suffering of people were dleviated. Rarely,
such peoplein politicd areaof Indiaare found. |
refran mysalf from deding with that aspect of
Madhubabu because of want of space.

Madhubabu had sarted dl theworksfirst
by spending money from his own pocket before
Gandhijee started to advise people to do those
worksformthe platform of Congressorganization.
Therefore * Gandhijee had said that Madhubabu
was a pathfinder for him like Tolstoy. For the
works and achievements of Gandhijee he has
been cdled as* Father of theNation'. If Gandhijee
had said that M adhubabu was his pathfinder, then
at least it can be said that Madhubabu is not only
Utka Gourav, but aso Bharat Gourav, for al
these unique quditiesand towering persondity he
has rightly caled as utka Gourav”or pride of
Odisha. The great soul breathed his last on 4"
February 1934.The great hero brought up and
with bravery fight for hismotherland tried hislegd
best to contribute that the common people can
stand, speak, and fed proud privilegethat weare
Odias.

Conclusion

Maximum freedom fightersare belonging
to onecommunity that isadvocacy andthereligion
islaw, their caste, colour, creed and thought has
no differencea dl in regponseto achievethenoble
purpose. Persons belonging to lega professon
are concededly the dite of the society. They have
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aways been in the vanguard of progress and
development of not only law but aso the polity
as awhole. Common citizen look at them with
high hope and expectationsfor traversang onethe
new paths and virgin fields to be marched on by
the society. This professona activism and the
pioneer of law has undoubtedly performed it duties
and obligations have never hesitated to shoulder
its responghilitiesin larger interests of mankind.

The basic quality is that a legal
professondly person must demonstrate include
not only hisknowledge of law but dso andyticd
and intellectual ability coupled with a total
commitment towards the obligations of the
profession vis-avis the society. So the legal
experts like Madhubabu are expected to be
driven by compassion and humanitarian approach
in collaboration with the State policy for the
greater interest of the society. Professonisnoble
inevery respect but founded with greet traditions.
It is neither atrade or commerce nor a quest for
pelf. Itisgpart of thelarger schemeof thewelfare
state that we have spoused, where the larger
public good takes precedence over al narrow
persona or parochid interests. Legd fraternity,
which includes members of the bar and bench,
academicians involved in teaching and research
of law, legidative draftsman, those advisng the
business activities or working as law officers,
whether in Government or private sector, is
answerabletothesocid conscienceof thesociety.
Itiscrysd dear thet legd pioneershaveaglorious
past. It is important to remember the great
visonariesinthe professonwho enriched thefield
of law with their acumen and erudition. Their
contribution hasto be kept in mind the dignity of
State is above the law. So to say fed ingpired
and motivated and do utmost welfare work with
in ethics to achieve the god with the exigting
sysem.
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Gopabandhu Das : The Lode Star of
|dedistic Journalism

From 1803 to 1866 Orissa presented a dismal
picture in every sphere of activity. It was
intellectudly and materidly backward asnot much
progress had been madein thefie dsof education,
trade, commerce, agriculture. But thisperiod holds
importance because of the emergence of middle
class intelligentsia. In the
aftermath of ‘Naanka’
famine of 1866, marked
changes appeared in the
socio-politicd arena. Efforts
were made to establish
schools and colleges,
improve the means of
communication and
transportation which
eventua ly boosted trade and
commerce. Printing presses,
journalism and cultural
associations facilitated
independent discussons and
provided a platform to
dabblein. Thisemergence of
sf conscious middle class
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movement of the Oriyaspeaking people prepared
theground for other regionsto put forward Smilar
demands. This modern consciousness inspired
nationalism and numerous grievances of the
people converged on the mainstream of the
nationad movement for liberation.

At this critica juncture
the emergence of
Gopabandhu Das on the
scene of Orissaasacrusader
againgt socio-political evils
catapulted the tempo and
tenor of the ongoing
movement. He epitomized
sdflesssarvice and dedication
for which within a short span
of time he secured a place
among digtinguished OrisA's
freedom fighters and socia
activigs of thetime.

He was at once asocid
reformer, apaliticd activig, a

spearheaded ‘Language
Agitation’.

Orissawas a precursor of the evolution
of Indian Unionfor it cameinto being asalinguidic
province as early as 1936. This successful

poet and an essayist, a
columnigt and a redactor, an
educationigt, alegidator, amassleader, an astute
diplomat and adexterous organizer. Having such
protean attributes and maintaining equilibrium
between them was an ardous task and can only
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be possiblefor such alarger than lifefigure. Born
and brought up in an erathat bears the slamp of
renaissance and riging nationdism, hefound ample
opportunities to nurture his reformist and
Samaritan zed and convivid characterigtics. The
journey of such a greet soul began in a rudtic
surrounding and Spartan background, thesublime
spiritualism of Jagannath culture of hisprovenance
left an imprint on him and nurtured hisimmanent
attributes to bloom forth and made him amaster
gatesman.

Journdism, which have been performing
itstask of effective communication through passing
information to the recipient in order to imulate
their opinion and thought process, got a new
meaning in the pre-independent period of
endavement, when it was used as an insrument
to inform and educate the mass to prepare a
ground for them to get rid of the foreign yoke.
And the baton was in the hands of eminent
personditieswho were known for their erudition,
sagacity and fearlessness. In Orissa it made a
decent beginning in the nineteenth century with
the establishment of printing presses. In the
tumultuous period of eighteenth and nineteenth
century kit made a steady progress when the
socio-political malaises coupled with a series of
eventsstirred the mind of the peoplewho urgently
felt the need of a power of expresson. The spurt
in the activity occurred through the efforts of
missonaries who established printing presses
during thistime. The journdigtic efforts were no
less remarkable as is evident from the activities
of various personsand persondities of eminence.
From Kujibara Patrika, Arunodaya,
Gyanaruna, of the early nineteenth century to
the Utka Dipika of the late nineteenth century
and Asa, the Samaja etc. of the early twentieth
century, Orissa witnessed a steady and marked
progressin journdiam.
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Thejourndigtic enterprise of Utkal mani
was nat for the partid fulfillment of his prevailing
circumstantial needs nor was it something
fortuitous or accidentd foray into the profession,
rather it was a culmination of his long standing
efforts for the emancipation of the people which
overtly reflected his sense and sensbility and
concernfor ajust and equitable society. Hissocio-
politicd thought found ample expresson in his
journalism which macadamized his journdistic
endeavour by dchemizing diversedementsactive
in the socio-political spherein the march towards
freedom. His penchant for journdism sprouted
early in his youth itsdf when he tried his hand in
writing pamphlets to edit magazines. Such was
his obsession that even in school he incurred
troubles in spesking his mind on different issues
like the one in which he expressed his opinion in
a magazine Indradhanu on the ongoing
controversy as to the greatness of Upendra
Bhanjaand Radhanath Rai in 1893, for which he
was censured.

Literature was a part of his life and he
was aways in search of opportunity to express
hismind and heart. And the spread of print media
during that time provided him that needed
opportunity. Thejourndidic traitswereingrained
in him and he nurtured it and utilized it for socid
sarvice. He considered it as the most apposite
medium to rouse public opinion. With thisinmind
he landed in the field of journdism and sarted a
monthly literary magazine in 1915, * Satyabadi’ .
In it various segments were introduced in which
prominence was given to discussion on important
issues, their critica review and in the student’s
sections students were a so allowed to contribute
through writing essays on varied topicsin it. The
development of motherland, mother tongue and
mother literature was the prime concern of
Satyabadi. But he could not remain in content as
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this could not whetted his appetite of spreading
consciousness among the gullible, ordinary
masses. As such he started the weekly Samaja
in 1919. In the words of Godabarish Mishra his
intimate colleague “Now a day dmogt dl the
newspapers have become the mouthpiece of
politica parties. Thiswasnot thestuaioninIndia
a the time of birth of the Samaja. Unaware of
any party- political or socia Gopabandhu was
overwhemed with only one idea thet is nation.
Toeducatethelargeilliterate masshefdt the need
of aproper newspaper. But due to the absence
of adequate resources he could not proceed in
that direction. For that reason while staying a
Satyabadi, he accepted the editorship of Asha
newspaper published from Berhampur. But by
seaing that he could not pursue and achieve his
ambition he started the weekly * Samaja’ with a
little principd sum”.*

For theattainment of thegod of Samaja,
Gopabandhu never stayed behind. He had done
yeomen’'s service in the field of spread of
education among the people. Even if he had
undergone a lot pain and punishment under the
foreign regime he never abstained from the path
of hisduty. Theided of his life was the ided of
Samaja and hisidea was

Misu mora deha e desa matire

Desabasi chali jaantu pithire?

(Let my body feed the soil of thisland,

May my countrymen tread on it asthey walk.)

He was of the opinion that truth, clarity,
keen sense of understanding and andyticd sKills
werethe prerequisite of ajourndist. One should
not beworried about the publication of hisarticles,
ingtead he should try to reach more and more
people concerned with the subject matter of the
report to know the truth.®

Gopabandhu’s journdism was much in
tunewith the characteristics of arevolutionary and
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reformetive erawhich was adorned by the titans
like Tilak, Gokhle, Gandhi, Madhusudan Das,
Gourisankar Ray and others, Thiscan be gleaned
fromhiswriting-“ Thered condition of the nation
is discussed in the Samaja. The genuine wants
and needs, complaints and accusationswhich are
proper and necessary for the Government to be
acquainted with, aredl presented inaneutrd and
unbiasad manner. Further, the activities, amsand
objectives of the Government were conveyed to
the people in lucid manner. The socio-economic
condition, the elementary educetion, hedlth, local
sdf government, rdligious discussonswere given
gpecid atentioninit. Thelanguage of theSamaja
isvery smple and easly understandable.”

Thus, the basic purpose of his newspaper
was to act as alink between the people and the
government.

He put much emphasis on language and
was of the opinion that there is a rdationship
between language and nationality as literature
contributesalot for the growth of anation. Instead
of the complex style of the time he advocated a
form simple and communicative capable of
reaching the high ideasto the common maninthe
language of hisown. In order to spread hisideas
among the masses of Orissa, hefirst founded the
monthly, ‘ Satyabadi’ and later the weekly, the
‘Samaja’. In the editorial columns of these
journals Gopabandhu poured out his soul, his
fedings, and hisagoniestoo. The prose hewrote
with an inimitable blend of the colloquid and the
classicd, easy flowing, sonorous and rhythmic,
reminding the modernsin Orissa of the charm of
the biblica idiom of theBhagavata of Jagannath
Das- wasarevolution of the nobility which Oriya
prose can attain at the touch of amasters spirit.

Later dueto certain difficulties he handed
over thereinsof Satyabadi Pressand theSamaja
to the Servants of Peoples Society in order to
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secureits future and increase the name and fame
of Odishathrough thisdl India organization.

Gopabandhu was gresetly influenced by
Mazzini’s role in Italian Risorgimento. He
emulated the Mazzinian means and methods in
dedling with the foreign regime. The organizing
up of various associaions by him like the one
Young Utkal Association in 1907 during his
sudentship at Ravenshaw College reflected his
sentimentd attachment to Mazzini.

Hisjournalism sandson theedifice of his
nationdigtic sentiment, hisromanticiam, hisliterary
taent, his dedicated patriotism and craving for
the motherland. These sentiments and ideologies
guided his journdigtic endeavour.

He considered nationalism a
psychologicd aspect as it originates in the mind
and thinking pattern of aperson. Theheight of his
nationalism and his love of motherland can be
known from hissmple but sublime and beatifully
delineated description- Orissa's river is caled
Mahanadi or Great River, Orissa’s Sea is
Mahodadhi or the Great Sea, Orissa's hill is
Mahendra or Great Mountain, Orissa's tree is
Kalpabata or the Tree of Fulfillment, Orissa's
Lord is Jagannath or the Lord of Universe and
Orissa's cremation ground is the Svrgadwara
or the Gate of Heaven. The Oriya visualizes
greatness al round.

Further he said “ Nationalism is our
religion and God is present before us in the
form of our nation.” ”

He was a mass leader. From his student
daysat Ravenshaw he camein contact with great
luminariesinthepaliticd lifeof Orissa During this
time Gopabandhu was the natura leader of his
contemporaries, who because of his plain living,
high thinking, amiable manners and augtere life,
loved and respected him.8
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He was of the opinion that the leaders
should set examples for the people who could
follow their words and deeds. There should not
be contradictions in their behaviours and
gpproach which apparently would send awrong
message to the public. The leaders have a gresat
respongbility for the sake of their countrymen and
it is their Rashtradharma to perform that with
utmost devotion.®

Hewas agresat fighter againgt the British
rule. He suffered imprisonment in 1921 for
publication of the news rdating to the aleged
molestation of a woman by the congtables of a
local police station but was acquitted later dueto
lack of evidence. He became anightmarefor the
locd adminigtration for hisrolein non-cooperation
movement. Hisactive support and encouragement
to the resistance movement in Kanika and
advocacy of its causethrough the columnsof The
Samaja perturbed the administration.*°

In line with Gandhi, he was a staunch
believer inthe service to humanity. Hishumanism
bascdly centered on the worth and dignity of the
individuad. Service to humanity was his inborn
quality and hefound it an effective mean to reech
people and indill faithin their destiny. Hisrolesin
the floods and famines of Orissa— in the relief
operations during the high floods of 1907, 1925,
1927 and the Dovar faminein 1920in particular-
ismemorable?

Hewas awdl read man and an essayist
and apoet of no mean order. Hewrote anumber
of poems known as Abakasa Chinta(Thoughts
of Leisure) which contains the kernel of his
politica ideas. He was great advocate of mass
education which to him was essential for
rguvenating people with fervent nationalism. He
even conceived Universal Education League
much early for the spread of education in Orissa
by taking a cue from the Decccan Education
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Society. During his days in prison he wrote a
poem- Bandira Atmakatha (The Autobiography

of aPrisoner) which proved hispoetic geniusand

revolutionary pirit.

Hehad dwaysgivenimportanceto group
effort and espirit de crops for he was aware of
the axiom- “United we stand, divided wefal”. It
was this qudity which helped him immensdy in
his sruggle for freedom throughout hislife.

Thus, theachievement of Gopabandhu as
ajourndist was nathing but amanifestation of his
eventful life which isfull of devotion, dedication,
fdlow feding, service to humanity and gainless
politics, which was a rare phenomenon. He
conveyed dl hisideasand ideol ogiesto the people
through his newspapers. And used them as a
vehicle for socia transformation. One of his
outstanding personalities, ashewas, who gppears
and regppearsin the political arena of nineteenth
century Orissa, Gopandhu was the saint and
prophet of itsstrugglefor independence and holds
an imperishable place among the makers of
modern Orissa. He was a profound thinker, a
greet visudiser, an untiring politica activist who
remained a man of honesty and a dedicated
patriotisminevery inch of hislife. Hisresoluteness,
dodility, his erudition and sublime intdlectudism,
his suavity, his perspicacity to assess the current
geo-political and social Situation made him a
journdist par excdlencefor hispogterity whichis
apparently groaning in wilderness where the
epithet, ‘the golden ruleisthat thereis no golden
rule’ reins supreme, when politicization of
newspapers has becomeacommon phenomenon
in Orissa, hisdigtinguished journalistic endeavour
which was marked by the three Csi.e. courage,
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conviction and conscience and whosewatch word
was public service, should have been the eye
opener and should be accepted, practiced and
taken precedence of for the creation of avibrant
society. He was an indtitution in himsdf and a
Karmayogi throughout his life and his saintliness
judtified the title Utkalamani bestowed on him
more than others.
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Socidis Movement and Sarangadhar Das

TheIndian Nationa Congressthat fought against
the British imperialism was formed out of many
elementsand groups. Theradicasinthe Congress
crystaised into agroup in 1934 cdled socidids.
The Congress Socidist Party fought for the
interests of peasants in Moghulbandi area and
tenantsin Gadjats. These people were exploited
by their masters such as Zamindars and Rgas
like anything. Arbitrary rule, oppression
exploitation and misuse of power in feudatory
states were many times more than in the
Moghulbandi areas. They led amiserablelife. The
law could not protect their interest, rather it
worked to protect the interest of the rich and

powerful.

Againgt such a background when the
discontents pitched high, the socialists came
forward to fire it. It was the fear of Zamindars
and Rgjas that frightened the peasants to form
any organization. The Congresssocidigstried to
free them from fear psychosis and therefore,
formed a “Krushak Sangha” (Farmer’'s
Organization) inthelater part of 1933. Mrs Mddi
Choudhury and Surendranath Dwivedy werethe
Joint Secretaries. Attempts were made to set up
Krushak Sanghasin villages. But therurd people
being frightened of the British government did not
have the courage to respond to the call of the
Krushak Sangha*
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The Congress socialists, therefore,
decided to launch programmes to make the
peasants fearless. For this they sought the
cooperation of the non-socialists and associated
them with the peasant conferences. The first All
Orissa Krushak Conference was organized at
Bagapur in Cuttack District in 1934. In the
conference a resolution was adopted that the
peasants would take a vow not to bow down
before anybody except God. Some other
resolutions on economic and socia issues were
also adopted. To demoralise the Congress
socidisgtisand to pardisethemovement falsecases
were filed againg the peasants? There came a
redlization amongst the peasantry for thefirst time
that the government was on the side of the
Zamindars. Thiswasexactly thepalitica objective
of the socidists to arouse class consciousness of
the peasants. They gradudly redized that both
the government and the Zamindars were to be
fought.

The socidigts published a journa caled
Krushak. It was born with the objective of
carrying peasants and workers' struggle forward
and for srengthening thesocidist movement. The
journd reflected the oppresson of Zamindarsand
Rgasin princdy gates. It aso published reports
about the repression of the peasants by the Police
even a the time of the Congress minidry.
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Sarangadhar Das was very active with
the States' Peoples Movement. He was aso
closely associated with the activities of the
Congress Socialist Party. He was a foreign
educated agriculturd scientist but his knowledge
had no fruit in hisnative sate Dhenkand. Hewas
avictimtoroya oppression. Heworked hard for
the cause of the common people. All Orissa
States Peoples Movement was rejuvinated
under hisleadership. He completely dedicated his
life for the upliftment of the downtrodden and
destitutes. He had no interest in power politics,
30 he had developed close friendship with the
Congress Socidist Party with theinterest to serve
the people. The Prgja Manda Movement under
his dynamic leedership gathered momentum in
Dhenkanal and some other places. In this
movement the socialists had effectively
participated to fight for the cause of the tenants.
They dsofought for theintegration of the princely
gates with the union of India. Sarangadhar Das,
who became a popular figure in Orissa later on,
could carry out his misson with the help of the
Congresssocidigsin ite of thefact that hiscause
was often hampered and sabotaged not only by
those who were opposed to it but aso by the
members of C.SP. itsdf.3

The PrggaMandad Movement wasin full
swing in Dhenkana and other princely states* In
Dhenkanal it acquired momentum when the
socidigts organized ahuge peasant conference at
Jenapur in Cuttack Didrict under the inititive of
the Cuttack Didtrict Kisan Sanghaon the occasion
of the All India Kisan Day celebrations on 1st
September, 1938. It had been organized to fight
oppresson of the“Moghulabandi” Zamindars. As
it was Stuated on the border of Dhenkand, alarge
number of itsinhabitantsattended it. Thesocidigts
discussed in greet detail the oppressive practices
of “Bethi”, “beggary” and similar other
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oppress ons suffered by the people of Dhenkand.
The evil consequence of oppression made
thousands of poor peopleto leavetheir housesin
Dhenkand and to lead a miserable life in other
places. In September 1938 thousands of people
gheraoed the Court of the Ragja (King) and
revolted againgt him. Thiswas an unprecedented
event in the history of Orissa. The people were
agitated and determined to carry onthe campaign.
In this movement the socidists maintained the
utmost restraint to avoid bloodbath on that day.
Entry into Dhenkand had been banned. Those
entering into it were arrested or tortured. So
Sarangadhar Das, Nabakrushna Choudhury,
Malati Choudhury and others addressed the
people from the railway line on the British Indian
territory.” The leaders remained outside the
boundary of Dhenkand to guide the activities of

the people.

During World War - 11 and owing to other
political reasons, the Congress movement dowed
down but thesocidistishad especidly tried to carry
on the Dhenkana Movement in different ways.
Batches of Satyagrahis entered into Dhenkana
from Moghulbandi areas. In the meantime the
Peoples Movement took violent turn in Tacher,
Ranpur and other princely states.

Thesodidigs published amagezinecdled
“Krushak”. It described vividly the oppression
of the people, their humiliation, their suffering and
torture, their agoniesand miseries. The people of
Gadgat states were greatly influenced by the
magazine and secretly and anonymoudy sent
information about the Sate of effarsinther region.
The articles published in Krushak infuriated the
rulers to such an extent that they invoked the
Princes’ Protection Act and demanded the political
agents to take action againg the socidists. The
Congress minigry did not accept it.

25




Odisha Review

April - 2012

The Peoples Movement in Orissa
demanded for full responsible government in the
princdy states, it dso amed at full integration of
princely stateswith the province of Orissa. Orissa
States Enquiry Committee presided over by
Harekrushna Mahatab had recommended the
integration of the princely sateswith Orissa® The
All India States Peoples Conference had
advocated only for full responsble government
within the frame-work of princely sates. Orissa
unit being one of its regular branches, it too
demanded full responsble government inaformd
way. But in Orissa the socidists stressed the
demand for full integration. People in genera
supported it. Sarangadhar Das was the power
behind the movement.

In the meantime, the workers of the
reorganized socidist party plunged into the Prgja
Mandal Movement in various states. Some
leadersbecamefriendly with therulersand started
making efforts to secure the so-called self-
government. The princes took advantage of this
weakness and resorted to al kinds of tactics to
win over the weskling leaders of Prgga Mandd.
The socidigts, however, succeeded in frugtrating
the conspiracy of the Rajas of Balangir,
Kaahandi, Gangapur, Bonai and some other
states.

After theNask conferenceof thesocidist
party inMarch, dl socidisgsweredirected to leave
the Congress by 1st April, 19487 After the
separation fromthe Congress, thesocidigsplayed
an active role in Orissa. The Congress leaders
were not iconsfor the youth asthey wererunning
after power. The youths |eft the main stream of
the National Movement and joined either the
communists or some other parties. The activities
of socidists began to spread among the farmers,
workers, youth, sudentsand artigts. Thesocidists
were no longer involved in the internd conflicts
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of the Congressand they offered hedlthy criticiam
agand its policies and faults of the minigtry. For
example, the Orissapremier H.K. Mahatab was
reluctant to fully implement the Congressdecison
to abolish the Zamindari system. But he
introduced variety of measures to the detriment
of the peasants. The socialist party organized
protest movements againg this throughout the
province. Sarangadhar Das supported thismove
of the socidigts. They organized their movements
in different princely states through peasant
movements.

People had anticipated a lot after
independence but their dream did not cometrue.
Thereweredill sarvation, no coths no medicine,
no education and no communication. Feudal
oppression was there in villages. In the citiesthe
rich continued to exploit the poor. This was the
date of affairs of the country in August, 1948.
Thesocidis party reflected dl theseinitsmouth-
piece the “Krushak”. Sarangadhar Das was
regularly writing about the suffering of the people
in Krushak in the name of Landa Dehuri.

At this time an dected assembly and a
ministry was functioning in Orissa. In order to
provide representative government for the newly
integrated Satesthistemporary assembly was set
up with nominated membersaswell asministers.
This was to satisfy the leaders of the States
People’'s Movement. However, the people did
not get anything out of it. Onthe other hand, some
leaders, who could have created discontent, were
given some small offices to satisfy them.
Sarangadhar Das was requested to head such a
puppet government. But he declined this offer
politely. Though the assembly was set up, theredl
authority was vested in the high government
officids who had replaced the Rgjas®

To bring Sarangadhar Das to their sde
Congressleadership persuaded himin many ways.
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Hewas offered Chairmanship of the OrissaPublic
Service Commission. Hergected it and together
with Mdati Choudhury set up Navjeevan Mandd
for working among Adivasis and Harijans.

Sarangadhar Das was not the man to be
a pawn in the political chess board of the
Congress. So conspiracy was made againgt him.
He was never interested in contesting for the
membership of the OrissaAssembly. Inaspecid
resolution the Congress Committee stated thet in
the building up of anew Orissa, therewasagreat
need for an expert technologist like him. They
became successful in their attempt and
Sarangadhar Das agreed to contest the election
asaCongress candidate from the Tirtol-Erasama
congtituency. He won the dection. But once the
election was over he was taken neither in the
minisry nor associated with any activity like the
planning committee. He was not even one
amongst the nine elected to the Constituent
Assembly from Orissa. Later when under an
agreement States' nominees were eected to the
Condtituent Assembly onbehdf of theprincesand
the people, Sarangadhar Das contested one of
the two seats on behdf of the OrissaPrgaMandd
and was dected. At that time he was dready a
member of the Orissa Legidative Assembly. He
was an extremdy honest and dutiful person. In
order to perform his job as people’'s
representative in the legidature he used to collect
facts persondly, touring remote corners of the
condituency.®

At that time in the Zamindari aress of
Harishpur and Marichpur, the Zamindarsand the
government officials combined to destroy the
forests and harassed the people. Sarangadhar
Das gave a detailed report to the government
demanding a suitable action. Because he had
rgjected premier Mahatab's overtures, utmost
disregard was shown to him even though he was

amember of theruling party. The government did
not accept his suggestions. On the other hand
oppression by the Zamindars and harassment by
the government officias continued in that area.
Sarangadhar Das felt that he had a greater
responsibility to the people. He resigned the
membership of thelegidatureand left the Congress
party. A few months later he joined the socidist

party.®

Thesodididicideology of reorganisingthe
toiling peoplein Trade Unions, Kisan Panchayats,
Cooperdtives, Seva Dds of spreading socialism
and the socidist way of living and thinking suited
to the temperament of Sarangadhar Das.

Finance was a congraint on the way of
thesocidigts, sothey could not set up an eaborate
centrd officeof the party. In Orissathose socidigts
who were working full time for the party had no
source of income of their own. At the time of
framing rulesfor the party, aquestion wasraised
about the financid condition of fulltime party
workers. In 1949, sociadiststook great painsand
carried on organisational expansion. Farmers,
students, youth and workers organizationswere
st updl over.r* Movementswere madeto protect
therights of sharecroppersthroughout the state!*
Sharecroppers movement created such a
momentum that the socidists were invited to
different parts of the state by the peoplefor setting
up peasant organizationsin their areas.*

In the meantime Jaya Prakash Narayan
hed visted Orissa It created high enthusiasm in
al dasses of people, especidly theyouth. A sum
of twenty one thousand rupees was collected
during J.P's tour. For cultura revolution the
socidists had set up an organization a Cuttack
named Jana Sanskruti Sangha.'® To make them
financidly sound they wanted to invest some
money to renovate Krushak Pressand to convert
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it from biweekly into adaily. So they decided to
float apublic limited company to sart adaily. The
company was caled “Jana Shakti Publication
Limited” with Sarangadhar Das, Pandit Akula
Mishra, Khatau Sundar Das and Surendranath
Dwivedy as directors. Some shares were sold
and an office was formally set up and work
darted. But they were dl so busy with political
activities that they could not pay any atention to
this. Consequently the company had to be
liquidated.

In the meantime the condtitution of India
was to come into force and ections were to be
held. The socialists after severing from the
Congress started working independently. They
decided to fight the dection and play the role of
an effective opposition party. It believed in
democratic socialism and not of proletariat
dictatorship of the communigts. In Orissapolitics
Surendranath Dwivedy, Nishamani Khuntia,
Sarangadhar Das and Pradipta Kishore Das
played avery vita role. In 1951 Generd Election
Sarangadhar Das won the eection and went to
Lok Sabha. He died on 18 September 1956 after
giving awill of his properties.
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Formation of Separate Orissa Province:
A BirdsEyeView

Orissalogt its independence in 1568 A.D. after
the sorrowful defeat and sad assassination of last
Hindu King Mukunda Harichandan Dev in the
battle field of Gohira Tikiri. In course of time
Orissawas ruld by Mudims, Marathas and was
lastly occupied by the Britishers in 1803 A.D.
During the British rule the famous Paik Rebellion
of Khurdaeruptedintheyear 1817 which gavea
big jolt to the very root of British adminigtration.
Thus out of sheer revenge, the British rulers
targetted to ruin and devast the very existence of
heroic Oriyarace. With a caculated move the
Britishers annexed the coagtd belt of Orissawith
Bengd Presidency, the Southern part with Madras
Presidency and the western part with Central
Province as aresult of which the Oriya speaking
tracts were scattered and the Oriyas were
segregated from each other. Due to the merger
of different parts of Orissawith the neighbouring
provinceslike Bengl, Bihar, Madrasand Madhya
Pradesh, the Oriyas were compelled to suffer
humilationinthe culturd, adminigtrative and socio-
economic field.

Butinthemidst of 19th century therewas
aseachangeinthesocio-politica arenaof Orissa
dueto spread of English education and publication
of Oriya newspapers, the Oriyas became well
aware regarding their rights. A new Oriya
intellectua society was created in course of time,

Braja Paikaray

who tried hard for the al round development of
Orissa through the medium of newspapers,
literatures and meetings. For protecting theinterest
of the common people many socid, culturd and
religious organisations sprang up rapidly. The
inhabitants of Ganjam and Sambapur started
protest meetings and agitations for the unification
of Oriyaspesking tracts. They became successful
in reintroducing the Oriya language at the
government level in the year 1890 and 1901

repectively.

The emergence of Utkal Gourab
Madhusudan Das in socio-political arena of
Orissacreated new vigtasand vigour intheminds
of Oriyayoungmen. Madhusudan Dasincul cated
patriotism, Oriya naionadism in their hearts and
minds.

In the year 1903 "Ganjam Jatiya Samiti”
was formed a Rambha and its first sesson was
inaugurated a Bramhapur whereresolutionswere
passed regarding the al round development of
Orissa. This session was attended by Utkal
Gourab Madhusudan Das and Vyasakabi
Fakirmohan Senapati. The success of "Ganjam
Jatiya Samiti" meeting inspired Madhu Babu and
asaresult of which an organisation namely "Utka
Sammilani" was formed to solve different
problems of Oriyas. The first sesson of "Utka
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Sammilani” commenced at |dgaPadiaof Cuttack
on 30th December 1903. Mahargja Sriram
Chandra Bhanja Deo, the king of Mayurbhanj
presided over the meeting. This sesson of Utka
Sammilani was attended by Gadjat kings,
zamindars, Govt. employees, lawyers and
sudents where Oriya natinoaism took its form.
Later on the leaders of "Utkd Sammilani” had
drawn the attention of British Government
regarding various problems through seminars,
symposia, youth sessions and generd meetings.

Instead of pointing out the defects of
British rule Madhubabu was determined to fulfill
the hopes of Oriyas keepig good terms with the
Englishmen. Social reformation, women
emancipation, eradication of untouchability,
development of farmers and agriculture,
unification of Oriya speaking tracts and aboveal
cregtion of Oriya nationalism was the god and
motto of "Utkal Sammilani”. Through Oriya
newspapers "Asha', "Utkal Dipika",
"Prgjabandhu” and English newspaper "The
Oriya" attention of British rulers was drawn
regarding the various demands of Oriyas. In
different annua sessons of "Utkd Sammilani™,
resolutions passed regarding unification of Oriya
gpeaking regionswhich weresent to British rulers
often yielded results. Due to the demands of
Oriyas Sambalpur was merged with Orissa
divisonin 1905 A.D. by the British Governmertt.

In the year 1912 the Bihar-Orissa
Province wasformed by the British Government.
In 1914 A.D. the annual session of "Utkal
Sammilani" washdld at Pardakhemundi under the
presidentship of Bikaram Dev Burma, theking of
Jeypore. For the firgt time Mahargja Krushna
Chandra Ggjapati, the king of Pardakhemundi
opinedinthisannud sesson of "Utka Sammilani”
regarding the formation of a separate Orissa
Provinceingtead of unification of Oriyaspesking
tracts.
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While on one hand the Rgja, Zamindar
and common inhabitants of Ganjam were much
interested for merger of Ganjam with Orissa
divison, the Telegu locd leader of Ganjam and
his supporter Brundaban Peatra (an Oriya) were
trying their level best againgt the merger of Oriya
spesking tracts with Orissa divison. Further the
Tdegus of Ghumusar and Buguda had agitated
against the amalgamation of Oriya speaking
regions with Orissa divison. The Oriya weekly
"Adhd' had srongly argued in favour of formation
of a separate Orissa Province basing on Oriya
speaking tracts. Viceroy Lord Curzon and Lord
Hardinge also supported for formation of a
separate OrissaProvince based on Oriyalanguage
speaking people. But on the other hand, Pettabhi
Starammaya, the editor of "Matrubhumi* (an
English magazine published from Masdlipettam)
had argued againgt the merger of Oriya speaking
tracts with Orissa divison which were under the
juridiction of Madras Presdency initsNovember
1924 edition.

In 1924 Phillip-Duff Committee was
formed in which the British Commissoner and
politica agent Mr. C.L. Phillipsand Collector Mr.
A.C. Duff were members. While the aforesaid
committee was touring Ganjam, the inhabitants
of that locality strongly demanded through a
memorandum for merger of Ganjam, Jeyporeand
Visakhapatnam with Orissadivison. Starting the
investigation since the month of October, 1924,
the Phillip Duff Committee completed the
preparation of its final report regarding the
unification of Oriya spesking tracts in the month
of December 1924. This Committee had opined
infavour of merger of Oriya spesking tractswith
Orissa divison which were under the Madras
Presidency. In 1927, presenting the resolution
(regarding the unification of Oriyagpesking tracts)
in Centra Council Pandit NilakanthaDassaid that
"for formation of a separate Orissa province the
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united efforts of Oriyas was badly necessary.”
(19th February 1927, "Utka Dipika")

In 1928, Sir John Simon came to India
as the chief of seven members Parliamentary
Commisson for investigating the condtitutiona
reformation system. Indian Nationa Congress
caled onthe peopleof Indiato boycott the Simon
Commission as there was not a single Indian
member induded in that Commisson. Responding
to the call the Congress workers staged protest
mestings and process ons showing black flagsand
placardsshouting " Simon Go Back™ in every nook
and corner of India.

But without caring the cal of Indian
National Congress Utka Gourab Madhusudan
Das greeted and paid large ovation to Simon
Commission a Patna Railway gation on behdf
of "Utkal Sammilani" and handed over a
memorandum to the Commission regarding the
formation of a separate Orissa Province. Simon
Commission formed asub-committee gppointing
C.R. AtleeasitsChairmantolook into the matter.
The sub-committee recommended in favour of
formation of a separate Orissa Province.

Maharaja Krushna Chandra Gajapati
went to London in1930 with aview to attending
the Round Table Conference. He could able to
influence the British authority through a lesflet
containing "The Oriyas : their needs and reasons
for a separate Orissa Province." The British
authority appointed aboundary select committee
which recommended in its report in favour of
formation of a separate Orissa province in the
monthof April 1932. AsSir Samud Hoarethrough
awhite paper published on 18th March 1933 had
excluded the Oriya speaking tracts of
Paralakhemundi, Jeypore and Jdantar from the
proposed Orissa Province, a speciad session of
Utkd Sammilani was convened in the month of
May 1933 to discuss regarding the

highhandedness of Britishers and it was
unanimoudy resolved in that session to stage
peoples movement and protest meetings against
the whimsica decison of British Government.

On 11th February 1934 it was resolved
in the annud conference of Utka Sammilani held
a Brahmapur that if Jeypore and Pard akhemundi
were not included with the proposed Orissa
Province, the Oriyaswould not accept that Orissa
Province."

Mahargja Krushna Chandra Gajapati
again proceeded to London leading a group of
Oriya representatives in which the Rgjasaheb of
Khallikote, Mr. Lingarg Panigrahi, Mr.
Bhubanananda Das and Shyam Sundar Daswere
included. Maharga Krushna Chandra Gajapati
gave amemorandum to the Secretary of State of
the joint select committee for merger of
Para akhemundi in the proposed Orissaprovince.
At last a report was published on behdf of the
joint select committee which was accepted by the
British Parliament.

On 1st April 1936 Orissa became a
separate Province due to the peoples damands,
movements and agitations as well as for the
untiring efforts of Utka Gourab Madhusudan Das,
Maharga Krushna Chandra Ggapati, Pandit
Nilakantha Das, Bhubanananda Das and many
others for long three decades.

Thenewly formed Orissaconssted of Six
districts namely Cuttack, Puri, Balasore,
Sambad pur, Korgput and Ganjam having itscapitd
a Cuttack. Sir John Austin Hubback took oath
of office and becamethefirst Governor of Orissa
Province.

Braja Paikaray, Advocate & Notary Public, Capital Bar
Association, Bhubaneswar Court, Bhubaneswar-14.
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Inventing Odisha

The origin of the term Odisha and its use in and

outside Orissa in the medieval phase need a
proper investigation before we plunge deep into
the study of Odia identity of the colonid phase.

Thisismore necessary because the geographical

shape and name articulate the identity of arace.

So far our investigation goes,Odisha in this pure
form appearsin thefollowing sources of medieva

phase.

1.  Shamsi-Shiraj Afif towards the end of
the 14th century. A.D. refers to the country of
Jajnagar-Udisa(Sahu 1964:152-153).

2. Tabagad-i-Nasiri dso mentions Udisa.
(Ibid.)

3. Sarala Dasinthe15th century A.D.inhis
Adi Parvaof MahabharatareferstoOdrarastra
as Odisha. (1bid:154)

4.  Suryavams Ggapati king Kapilendra's
inscriptions of his anka 4 in Jagannatha and
Lingargatemple refer to Odisha Rajya.
(Tripathy, 1962:252-253)

Till the period of Kapilendra Deva there
was the use of the terms like Odra, Odradesa
and Odra-Visaya in Orissa. (Sahu, 1964:139-
154). Many higtoriansthink that Uddiyana of the
Tantric texts of the medieva phase wasidentica
with Odisha (Sahu 1958:142-155; Panigrahi
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1981:308-310; Mishra 1991:41-72) This
identification by the historians can now be
appreciated because Uddiyana existed as a
Tantric centrein Indiainthe 8th century andingde
it therewere Samba and Lanka-two other Tantric
centres. If Sambd isidentical with Samba pur and
Lanka with Sonepur as has been advocated by
N.K.SshuandR.P.Misrta Uddiyana
would then cover the areas of Sambalpur-
Sonepur. Both Sambal pur and Sonepur werein
Kosdain the 9th century A.D under the control
of the Panduvams kings. Mogt probably in the
8" century A.D. these areas were in the land of
Uddiyana during the rule of the early Bhauma
Kara kings. Hence Uddiyana/Oddiyana may
represent apart of Orissawhich wasthen known
as Odradesa. Thus Uddiyana may have been a
wrong pronounciation of Odradesa by the
outsdersand weshould cannect it with Odisha.

According to K.C. Panigrahi the
geographica work 1bn khurdadhbih of the Sth
and 10th century A.D. refersto Orshfinwhichis
Odisha. (Panigrahi 1981:87) But this term does
not represent Odisha.ltismogt likely pronounced
from the origind term OdraVisaya/Odradesa.
(Sahu 1964: 148-149) Taranath, the Tibetan
historian refersto Odivisa whichisacorrupt form
of Odra Visaya andit isnot derived from Odisha.
Thus our sources point out to the use of the term
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Odisha in the Ganga-Gaapati phase. Hence in
this paper the emphagi sison two important points;
1. How was Odisha known in the pre-
Suryavamdg phase and how was it used in the
Suryavams phase ?

2. The use of Odisha in the pre-colonia
phasetill the British conquest.

The records of the dynasties before the
Suryavams kings (A.D.1435) refer to Odra,
Utkala, Kosala, Kalinga, Kongoda and
Toshali, but they do not refer to Odisha. The
Gangakingsfrom the period of Anangabhimalll
had described their kingdom covering present
Odisha as Purushottama Samrajya in which
Odra, Utkal, Kosala and Kalinga were
congtituent parts. (Kulke, 1978:150-153; Dash
1997:220-243) They wanted to weld together
multi-religious and linguistic groups and so
Purushottama Jagannatha Sanmrajya wasthe
fitting term from the standpoint of socid context.
Y et weknow inthe Mudim accounts of the Ganga
phasethe popularity of Odisha. (Sahu 1964:152)
As Odisha is a term derived from the Odra
Visaya or even Odra Desa the Gangas probably
did not useit for their internd link withthe Tdlugus
and they did not cdl it Odisha Rajya for they
did not like the dominance of Odra over Tdugu
Kdingas. Even if they had Varanas Kataka as
their capital seat, they did not accept Odisha
Rajya conceptudly which would not help in the
control of the Tdlugus of Kaingaand Vengi. But
then Odia language and script were growing
during their period as we find Odia portions in
the copper plate records of this period. The
Gangas declared the name of their kingdom as
Purushottama Samrajya in order to satisfy both
Teugus and Odias. They did not cdl it Kalinga
Samrajya or Odia Samrajya. TheOdisha Rajya
did exig then in name; but it was only indicative
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of thecentra part of the Purushottama Samrgya.
Hence the view of Subhakanta Beherathat by
the 15th century A.D. when the Suryavams
dynasty was established the macro-region of
Orissa had been well established as one
geographical unit and was given the precise
expression through the use of theterm Odishalis
correct though it is speculativein nature.(Behera
2002:10) The Mudim writers of the medieva
phase did not like to use the term Pur ushottama
Samrajya for Ganga kingdom in ther accounts
for obvious religious reasons. They had used
Odisha, the Centra part of the Purushottama
Samrajya under the Gangas in their accounts.
The circumatances leading to the formation of
Odisha during this phase need a proper study.

Odra Visaya was well known in the
grantsof the post-Guptaphase. (Sahu 1964:139-
147: Ganguli 1975) Inmy opinion it wasapart of
ancient Toshai which appeared from the period
of the Mauryas. Prabably during and after the
period of the Mauryaking Ashoka Toshai wasa
provincid kingdom and later on during the Gupta
phase it became a big kingdom. It consisted of
many forest areas (Atavirajya).( Sircar
1950:329) During the post-Gupta phase Odra
formed a significant part of Toshali and it
constituted the plain and the agrarian tracts.
Probably some of theforest |landswere converted
into agrarian tracts by means of cultivation-a
process peculiar to theinhabitants of theareaand
this process of cultivation was unknown to any
other part of India In popular parlanceOda chasa
and Do Odachasaareusad in Odisha-—dl| typicaly
connected with agriculture. In dl probability the
termwasinvented from the method of converson
of theforest areasinto agrarian (plain belt) of the
Toshai kingdom in the post-Ashokan phase, by
someof theinhabitantsand it wasknown asOdra
Visaya. By the time of the Bhauma Kara kings
Odra Visaya/Odradesa covered areas of Baud-
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Phulbani, Nayagarh, through Khurda, Cuttack,
parts of Puri and parts of Baasore. Toshai and
Odra and later on Utkala crested out of those
condtituted forest areas and agrarian belts while
Kdingabordering on the Eastern Searepresented
the areas near the Seaon the boundary of Toshdli.
Between Odra and Kainga some parts became
known as Kongoda in the post-Gupta phase. In
thisway Odra Visaya and Odra Desa became
famous in the early and medieva phase. The
significance of Toshali was gone for the
dominance of Utkalaand Odra. Odraand Utkala
represent two race groups having some distinct
occupations within Toshdi. In the medievd and
the modern phase both these terms have become
popular. Thus between Vangaand Kalinga Odra
was the main fertile area and later on this led to
the creation of Odisha (probably after Odra
desd). In the Ganga period a definite group of
people had known and used Odia script and
language and this would indicate that Odisha
Rajya (desa) was well known in the Ganga
period. The popularity of Odia language in the
Gangaperiod can bewd| known fromtheUrujam
inscription. (Tripathy, 1962:222-224) Urujam is
a place in Chicacole Tduk of Ganga Kdinga
kingdom. The prevaence of Nagari script and
Odia language in this Tdugu region during the
Ganga phase indicates that the Gangas had
encouraged Odia language. From the existence
of thisinscription we cannot assert that Odradesa
was extended to that part of Kainga. The writer
of the inscription would have been an inhabitant
of Odradesa and there might have been a
stlement of Odiapeopleinthat zone. It definitely
indicates the recognition of Odialanguagein the
Ganga Kdingakingdom even in the 11th century
A.D. Also the existence of several Odia
inscriptionsof Kainga, Utkdaand Kosdaduring
the Ganga phase indicates that the script and the
language of Odra people had ataned arecognised
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position with other languages like Telugu and
Sanskrit. The Sonepur stone inscription of
Bhanudeval and Narasmhanath stoneinscription
of VajdaDevaof Patnacan betaken asimportant
evidence of thewide popularity of Odialanguage
and script during the Ganga rule in Odisha.
(Rajaguru, 1976:1038-40;1975:176) It suggests
that Odisha and Kaingas were the two distinct
race groups under the Ganga kings. Odisha and
Kalinga constituted two parts of the Ganga
Purushottama Samrajya. Odishawasa Rajya
within Purushottma Samrajya. Toshdi logt its
geographica name during this phase.

K apilendrausurped the Gangathrone but
hedid not represent in the beginning asthe deputy
(Rauta)of Purushottama Samrajya. He caled
Odisha Rajya in the beginning inscriptions of his
time in Puri and Bhubaneswar because then the
Ganga Kainga was not under his control. His
inscriptionsin Kaingawere dated in thelater part
of hisreign. Thisindicatesthat his Odisha Rajya
represented only a part of the Ganga kingdom
which did not include the Tdlugu Kaingas. Even
under the Gangas there was a fedling of Odias
and Kainga- Tdugus (Telengas) which was more
evident in Jagannatha temple. The priests of
Jaganntha temple did not accept the Ganga
authority after the condruction of the big temple
and the arrangement of the Bhogas for the deity
for ther Tdugu afinity and culture. Traditiond
accounts in Puri as stated in Madalapanji and
other texts refer to this conflict in one and many
forms. (Dash, 1978:164-166) Even from the
names like Languda Narasimha, Abata Akata
Bhanu, Ekajata Kamadeva given to the Ganga
kingswecan eadly naticethe Odia- Teugu conflict
in the Ganga Purushottama Samrajya. Thus
Odisha was invented in the Ganga phase to
represent/ locate a dominant group under the
Ganga kingdom. The Muslim historians did
call this important part of the Ganga
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Purushottama Samrajya as Odisha thereby
articulating itsimportance under the Gangas.
They also had called it as Odisha for the
domination of thelinguistic/racial groupwithin
that kingdom.

Although Kapilendra was a devotee of
Lord Jagannatha, he did not call Purushottama
Samrgyain the beginning because he wanted to
strengthen the base of his political authority first.
When the base was strengthened by many
drategies (of which the declaration of Odisha
Rajya, was one) he started his brilliant career of
conquest and later on called Gaudesvara,
Gajapati, Nabakoti Karnata Kalavargesvara.
Hence Kapilendra’ sOdisha Rajya was to be
interpreted as the Odia-dominated areas.
Professor G.N.Dash and Hermann Kulke stated
that the Ggapati empire at its best containing
heterogeneous e ementswas the Odishan empire
where severd Aryan and non-Aryan Languages
were spoken. (Dash, 1978:359:K ulke 2001:212)
But we have seen that Odisha Sanrajya was
absent inthe records of the Ganga-Ggjgpatisand
Odisha Rajya asstated in theserecords may only
refer to the centra part of the empire which was
the seat of the Rashtradevata Jagannatha. In
course of the Ganga settlement in the Odia area
many Tdugus might have been converted into
Odias and by the time of Kapilendra Ggjapati
Odiaconception had grown despite Gangaaffinity
to Telugu culture. The presence of Odisha Rajya
in the inscriptions of Puri and Bhubaneswar and
not intheinscriptions of Kainga-AndhraZonein
the Gajapati phase clearly emphasize the
establishment of Odiaidentity during thelast phase
of the Ganga rule and in the first phase of the
Suryavams Gagjapati rule. The name of the
Samrgyaof Kapilendraor Purushottamawas not
specificdly ated asJagannatha Purushottama
Samrajya or Odisha Samrajya in their
incriptions. Odisha Rajya of ther inscriptions
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can only articulate the regiond part of the vast
multi-cultural kingdom of the Suryavamsi
Ggapatis.Theterm Odiana Galabai asstated in
Vijayanagar inscriptionsmay indicateacomposite
amy (containing Odiasand Teugusbut the Tdugu
identity was totaly lost due to the domination of
the Odiaarmy) and so theterm can better explain
the establishment of Odia regiona identity even
in the 15th century.

The Suryavamsi Gajapati kings had
fogtered diverse cultura groups within their vast
kingdom. Itistruethet the Brahmanical ditegroup
did not recognise Odia language in the Gagjapati
kingdom as we have seen that there was strong
opposition to Ramayana, Mahabharata and
Bhagabatain Odiaform during thisphase. (Dash,
1978:360:1988:149:-164) Kapilendra had aso
patronage for Sanskrit literature and language.
But this does not indicate that Kapilendra had
neglected Odialanguage and script. On the other
hand despite hisadoration for Sanskrit language
and literature, the OdiaMahabharata of Sarala
Das got an expression in his phase which
pronounced Odisha as a separae identity in the
multi-cultura kingdom of Kapilendra. Supposing
that Kapilendrawas of Telugu origin as stated by
D.C. Sircar and later on supported by G.N. Dash
and Berkemer there is no evidence of hiswide
patronage to Telugu literature in Odisha and
Andhra under his control. (Dash, 1978:360:
Berkemer 2001:259) On the other hand most of
the inscriptions in the temples of Odisha and
Andhra of this period were either in Odiaor in
Nagari script and language. Odia language had
aso madegreat headway fromthisperiod. Hence
the Suryavamsis had used Odisha Rajya as a
sgnificant part of their kingdom (both Kapilendra
and Purushottama had used this term Odisha
Rajya in their inscriptions in Puri and
Bhubaneswar only) and thereby they had
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presented Odia identity(a geographica identity)
which continued till the advent of the British.
[

The downfdl of the Suryavams dynasty
was followed by the rule of Mukunda
Harichandan who was branded as Telenga
Mukunda Deba. (Madalapanji, 1969,p.61) It
no doubt articulated the Telugu identity of
Mukunda Debawhose rule had no great support
from the regiona group- the Odias.There was
difference between the two races -Odias and
Tdugus during the Suryavams Gajapati phase.
The Odias no doubt had dominated the multi-
lingua kingdom during that phase. Some Telugus
had even been grouped with the Odias. Despite
thiscompaosite nature the Odiaidentity wasin tact.
The OdishaRgyaof the Ggapati kingshad such
adeep root that even after the Mudim occupation
of the Barabati fort in the 16th century the idea
had remained very firm and was used by the
Khurda Gajapati for the solidification of their
politica authority. Hence dthough the Ggapati
kingdom was partly occupied by theMudimsand
Mughal sthe Khurda Ggjapatiswereregarded as
the rulers of Odisha Rgya G.N. Dash in this
context has stated that after A.D. 1568 the Odia-
pesking tractsweredivided into severd politicd
and adminidrative unitsand beneath this apparent
disunity afeding of unity wastaking placein the
hearts of the people of the Odia-speaking tracts
in the late 16th,17th and 18th centuries. (Dash,
1978:360) They sarted feding that somehow they
were very close to each other and awareness of
unity was much more stronger than compared to
their loydty to the palitical/ adminidrative units
or even religious sects to which they
belonged.(1bid) Contrary tothisview of G.N.Dash
I would like to state that feding of unity had
aready appeared in the Suryavams Gagjapati
phase and that the Bhoi Gajapati phase had
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witnessed its intense continuation. We may not
cdl it anationdist temper but a strong affinity to
the group called Odia The group temper of
oneness may be interpreted as an articulation of
identity. Hence Odia Rajya of the Suryavams
phase represented a core part of the vast multi-
lingua kingdom and thiscore part had maintained
itsunity asit was clear in the rapid development
of Odia language and literature. The feding of
oneness had dready grown from the Suryavamg
phase and the Bhoi Ggjapati phase had seen its
find shape. In order to substantiate hisview G.N.
Dash has stated that Lord Jagannath during this
period became closely associated and symbolised
thefeding of oneness. (1bid) Hermann Kulke has
also suggested that Lord Jagannath was only
known as Odisha Rajyara Prabhu in the 17th
and 18th centuries. (Kulke, 2001:213) But since
Jagannath’ s land was within Odisha Rajya and
since Jagannath was the lord of the great Ganga
Gggpati Samrgyaconggting of diverselinguistic
groups the Odias felt it more appropriate to
describe Lord Jagannatha as the Prabhu of ther
Rajya.Despiteregard for Jagannathathe Telugus
did not acknowledge his overlordship any longer
after the empire was divided. Hence the
declaration of the Ganga phase about the
overlordship of Jagannath was accepted in the
Odisha Rajya. We may say thet this declaration
of Jagannath as Odisha Rajyara Prabhu in the
16th and 17th century wasintended to consolidate
the Odiaswithin adefinite geographica boundary
against the rapid spread of Islam and its
conversion process in Benga and OdishaLord
Jagannatha was the emperor of the Ganga
kingdom of which Odisha Rajyawasasgnificant
part. The Suryavams Gajapati kingshad declared
themsalves as the Sevakas of Lord Jagannatha
although they did not call their kingdom as
Purushottama Samrgjya. In this background the
declaration of Lord Jagannatha as the Odisha
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Rajyara Prabhu in the 16th and 17th centuries
had only served to expressthe unity of the Odias
a acrucid phase. The intention was to present
Odiaidentity on thisimportant bass.
Thekingship of PurushottamaJagannatha
was established during Ganga Ggjapati phaseand
the Bhoi Ggjgpatis did not initiate this kingship.
Thetraditional accountsof 17th and 18th century
Odisha had only used this part of kingship for a
gpecia message (the legitimation of Chhera-
pahamra by the king). G.N. Dash has admitted
that the Odia-gpeaking tracts remaining united
under one Government during the Suryavamd's
prepared the ground for the birth of such
nationalism and probably the attitude of the
Brahminstowards Odialanguage might have sown
its seed. (Dash, 1978:360) But the concept of
Odisha Rajya being invented in the pre-
Suryavams phase and the Suryavams's having
fogtered theideaatype of regionalism which had
existed during the phase of Brahminic opposition
to Odialiterature At least it was anindication that
a geographicd identity(Odisha Rgya) found an
articulation during the Suryavams phase.This
articulation was strengthened by the spread of
Odia literature in the 15th and 16th century
A.D.But the spread of Odia literature was not a
cogent argument for the rise of Odia nationalism
inthe Suryavams phase.Language based identity
or nationalism appeared in India in the 19th
century A.D.Asdtated by V.NarayanaRao inthe
context of Telugu identity there is no evidence of
language sarving as symbol of nationd identity
before the 19th century. This is confirmed by
V.NarayanaRao in the context of Andhraregiond
identity and Kund Chakrabarty in the context of
Bengal regional identity. (Rao, 1995:25;
Chakrabarty 2001:297) But the declaration of
OdishaRgyaduring the period of the Suryavams
king Kapilendra Devawas definitely a pointer to
the geographicd identity of arace, dthough there
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lived the Odiasand Telugus. G.N. Dash hastaken
the Odishan Empire of Kapilendra as a multi-
linguidtic kingdom.But in that Odisha Rgya the
dominant cultural group was Odia and not
Telugu..The concept of Odisha Rajya was
sustained during this phase from (16th to18th
century) despite political changes dueto the vast
growth of Odia literature and script. The
Jagannath Charitanrita of Dibakara Das of
17th century A.D. refersto Odia Vipra in the
context of Jagannath Das of 16th century and
describes him as superior in knowledge to the
Gaudiya Vaishnavafollowersof S Chatanya
It indicates the growth of Odiaism in that crucid
phase. The relevant verse can be quoted for an
understanding of the context:

Odia Brahmanamku Pai
Baile atibadi yehi
Ajiparyanta sebakalu
Samasta sana padegalu

(Jagannatha Charitamrita, Dibakar Das, p.387-89)

Therewasno doubt an advent of Persian
and Arabicliteraturein Odisha but Odialiterature
found the real field for expansion. The
development of Kanchi-Kaveri tradition (which
was presented in a poetic form by Purushottama
Das in the middle of the 17th century A.D.)
helped in the sustaining of Odia Rajya. (Dash,
1979:78)

Thusthe concept of Odisha wasinvented
inthe Gangaphase againg Telugu domingtion and
the Suryavams's had fogtered it and led the way
for its exigence for centuries. Although Odisha
Rajya exigted in the pre-colonid phaseit logt its
identity when under the British adminigration it
was kept under four provinces.In the last phase
of the 19th century and in the first phase of the
20th century Odisha needed to be re-invented.
This re-invention was due to the efforts of many
elites and inditutions through print-literature.
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1895-1905 : A Golden Decadein the Higory
of OdiaLanguage Movement in Sambal pur

Findly, Sambapur logt itsindependencein 1849
after the sad demise of last Chauhan RgaNarayan
Singh. His widow queen Mukhyapan Devi,
though assumed the charge of Sambd pur kingdom
for a couple of months only, as the king died
without a mae issue, ultimately the country was
annexed to British Government. During his life-
time, reportedly, Rgahad intimated hiswish that
the British Government should take possession
of his country and provide pension to his wife.
So, Mr. Crawford, the Agent to the Governor-
Genera issued proclamation that the State had
lgpsed to the British Government. He sent two
offidds Munshi PrassnnalLd and Ral Rup Singh
to take over the adminigtration of Sambalpur.
After that Mr. Crawford arrived at Sambal pur
with a regiment of the Ramgarh Battdion in
December 1849. He had with him Dr. J.
Cadenhead, who wasl|eft in charge of Sambd pur
as Principd Assgant with Rup Singh as Native
Assgant. The widow queen Mukhyapan Devi
was sent off to Cuttack with a pension of
Rs.100/- (Rupees one hundred) only per mensem.
Subsequently, therewasaseachangeinthesocio-
palitical arenaof Sambal pur which was no more
an independent country, but remained asadigtrict
of Central Provinces under British Rg.

During the second half of the 19" century
AD, British Rgj was firmly established in

Dr. Chitrasen Pasayat

Samba pur which saw an environment atogether
different from that of “Ragja-tantra’. In fact,
Sambapur experienced this higorica trandtion
from “Ragatantra’ to “British Rg” with spread
of western education and with formation of new
administrative structure, judiciary, police and
revenue system. Western education had its
beginning in the Sambalpur digtrict with the
foundation of the ZillaSchool in 1852. The George
High School at Bargarh origindly started as an
Upper Primary School in 1862. English educetion
was introduced in Bamanda (present Deogarh
and Kuchinda) and Rgja Basudev Sudha Dev
took specid interest in spread of educationin his
state. He raised the M.E. School of his state to
the sandard of aHigh School and got it &ffiliated
to Cacutta (Kolkata) University in 1885.

Consequently, though smdl in number, an
educated and enlightened middle-class emerged
in Sambd pur dueto spread of western education.
Thisnew intellectud group became aware of their
rights. But the people of Sambalpur suffered
humiliation. They were totally ignored and
completely neglected in various government jobs
in Sambd pur. Only “Hindi-knowing non-Odias’
were preferred and absorbed in different
government establishments.
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On administrative ground, Sambalpur
digtrict was transferred to the Odisha Division of
Benga Province in 1860. Subsequently, it was
again transferred to the Chhattisgarh Division of
Central Provincesin 1962. By theend of the 19th
century AD, Samba pur was adigtrict of Central
Provincesunder British Rg. Then, Sambal pur was
regarded as an Odia speaking territory.
Unfortunately, however, sub-ordinate staffs in
various government offices, asmentioned above,
were mostly non-Odias because of two main
reasons. First, Sambalpur was in the Central
Provinces, dominantly a Hindi speaking tract.
Secondly, the British rulers were unable to
understand Odiaor any language other than Hindi.
S0, obviously, these non-Odia government
sarvantswere by and large Hindi spesking people.
Since these non-Odia government employees
were unable to read, write and understand Odia
properly, they used to mobilize their higher
authorities from time to time for introduction of
Hindi as the officid language in Sambdpur. The
intellectuds of Samba pur werewdl-aware of this
fact. Odia poet like Gangadhar Meher Started
inculcating patriotism and Odia nationalism
through his poems in the hearts and minds of
Sambapurias.

In 1895, Sir John Woodburne, the-then
Chief Commissoner of Central Provinces passed
an order. He directed that Hindi should be the
offidd language of courtsand government offices
in Sambal pur. Formally, he sought the opinion of
the generd public. Mr. R. A. Chapman, the-then
Deputy Commissioner of Sambdpur, wasasoin
favour of introducing Hindi as the medium of
adminigtration. The government servants had no
problem in the introduction of Hindi as officid
language in Sambalpur. Thus, Hindi was
introduced in Samba pur by abolishing Odia on
19.01.1895.
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As a result of this development, any
document not written in Hindi could not be
presented for registration. Generd public had to
face difficulties in writing Hindi in various
government transactions through documents and
otherwise. Sir Andrew Fraser, the-then Chief
Commissioner dso redized thisfact. Hehad seen
people coming to attend the court after recaiving
summons from distant places. They were ungble
to read the summons written in Hindi. They had
to locate a person who could read and explain
the same to them. The government servants who
used to serve these summonswere o illiterate.
They only served the summons and told them that
they were required to attend the court.

Common people were very much afraid
of the consequences in not atending the court.
They had heard and seen the suppresson of British
Ra, particularly in case of Surendra Sai and his
rebellious colleagues in Sambalpur. This had
generated a strong fear psychosis among the
common men in Sambalpur. So, they used to go
to the court and enquired the contents of
summons. Thus, thelanguageissuetook aserious
turn. The consciousintdlectud dassof Samba pur
Sprang up immediately to protect the interest of
the common people. Some prominent citizens of
Sambalpur sharply reacted to this order. They
mobilized people and a meeting was convened
on 13.06.1895. Dharanidhar Mishrachaired this
meeting and aresol ution was passed unanimoudy
opposing srongly theintroduction of Hindi asthe
offidd languagein courtsand government offices
of Sambalpur. A memorandum containing the
same was forwarded to Lord Elgin, the-then
Vicaoy.

Thereafter, the intellectual class of
Samba pur did not remain slent. They tried hard
to raise their voice to protect Odia language on
various platformsand through different medialike
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newspapers, literatures and meetings. They made
concerted efforts for a larger cause. The
“Sambalpur Hitaishini”, a weekly Odia
newspaper, started publication on 30.05.1887
from the Sudhala Press at Deogarh. Its
contribution to the cause of Odia language and
literature was sgnificant. Through this weekly
“Sambalpur Hitaisini” and the “Hirakhand”
attention of British administration was drawn
regarding the problems of Hindi and demand for
introduction of Odia as officia language in
Sambalpur.

It wasduring 1901 Censusthat the Hindi-
knowing government servants had to experience
difficultiesto agreet extent. Thesedifficultieswere
not strange or unusud. Hindi-knowing non-Odia
government servants were conducting Census
among the Odia knowing people of Samba pur.
It was obvioudy an impractica and unredistic
assignment to them. So, the British adminigtration
sought the help of those few Odias who were
engaged as government servants. One such young
man was Bakuntha Nath Pujari. He was then
working as Assstant Commissioner. The Census
was virtudly carried out in Odia with his co-
operation and help.

Asaperson, Baikuntha Nath Pujari was
very dynamic and energetic. He used to perform
hisofficid dutiesasusud in the day time but used
to spend his nights in the villages. He travelled
from village to village on horse-back and
explained people. He rdentlesdy mobilized rurd
peoplein Samba pur digtrict to say and write Odia
as their mother-tongue when the census
enumerators would cometo their doors. Census
operation in 1901 gave abig jolt to the very root
of Hindi movement of British adminigiration. When
the report came out, it was found that the entire
population of Sambalpur was 7, 96,413 out of
which the Odia-speaking population was 5,

95,601. In other words, Odia-speaking persons
condtitute 75 per cent population of the didrict.
“Sdam” to thisman’s courage and nerve. All his
labours and pains findly paved the way for the
introduction of Odia.

The second phase of the language
movement began immediately after the 1901
Census. Thistime, the people of Samba pur had
avaid ground to clam and judtify their demand.
They submitted a Memorid to the then Viceroy
Lord Curzon and the then Chief Commissioner
of Centrd Provinces Sir Andrew Fraser. It was
submitted that, if it was consdered impossble to
introduce Odia in only one didtrict of Central
Provinces i.e., in Sambalpur then Sambalpur
should bereturned to Odisha. It was stronglly felt
that an areq, in which a particular language like
Odia was the medium of ingruction, should be
placed under one homogeneous adminigtration.
Four eminent persons of Sambalpur namely
Baabhadra Suar, Mahant Behari Das, Madan
Mohan Mishraand Brgi Mohan Patnaik went to
Nagpur carrying this Memorid and handed over
the same to Sir Andrew Fraser, Chief
Commissioner of Centra Provincesin July, 1901.
Sir Andrew Fraser assured them to forward the
Memorid to the Viceroy Lord Curzon.

These four prominent persons on their
return from Nagpur wrote aletter to Madhusudan
Das narrdting their experience and meeting with
the-then Chief Commissioner and requested him
to vist Smla. But due to communication gap
Madhusudan Das could not accompany them. In
the month of September 1901, five important
persons of Sambalpur, namely Mahant Behari
Das, Balabhadra Suar, Brajmohan Patnaik,
Madan Mohan Mishra and Sripati Mishra
decided to proceed to Simlato represent before
the Viceroy. In his book entitled ‘Simla Yatra
Sripati Mishrahasnarrated their journey to Smla
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Unfortunately, however, these “ Pancha
Sakha of Samba pur could not meet the Viceroy.
They returned being disappointed. But vist to
Simla in those days was not a matter of joke.
Such a step created new strength and vigour in
the minds of Sambdpurias. Thanks God. Mr.
Fraser, the Chief Commissioner of Central
Provinces came to Sambalpur himsdlf. He was
received by hundreds of people in Sambalpur. It
was a startling scene. The people had welcomed
him by performing rituals. The Brahmins uttered
sacred mantras, offered him Durbakshata by
lighting sacred lamps — writes Sripati Mighrain
his“SmdaYatrd’. Mr. Fraser persondly heard
the grievance of the people and enquired into their
difficulties. Undoubtedly, visit of the Chief
Commissioner to Sambapur was a remarkable
event in the higtory of Odialanguage movement.

After finishing histrip, Sir Andrew Fraser
invited al the representatives of the Sambalpur
digtrict and obtained their views on the matter.
All were unanimous in their views that Odia
language should berestored astheoffica language
in the digrict of Sambapur and the Sambal pur
digtrict should betransferred to Odisha. Mr. Fraser
gavethem positive assurancethat hewould make
hisrecommendationsto the Government of India
He “appreciated the cause of the popular
movement of Sambalpur and recommended that
owing to the ethnicd and linguidtic differences
between Samba pur and other districts of Central
Provinces, the Chief Commissioner be relieved
of thedidtrict dtogether” (Senapati and Mahanti,
1971:78-79). Consequently, from 1903 onwards
Odia was introduced as the officid language in
the courts and government offices in Samba pur
with the abalition of Hindi.
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With the introduction of Odia as officid
language in the courts and government officesin
place of Hindi the people of Sambapur usudly
placed their demand for the merger of Sambal pur
in the Odisha Division. Subsequently in October,
1905 the bulk of the district was transferred to
Orissa and remained a part of the province of
Bengd until 1 April, 1912 when the province of
Bihar and Orissawas condtituted” (Senapati and
Mahanti,1971:79). In fact, the introduction of
Odiaasofficid language in Sambdpur aswell as
amagameation of Sambal pur in Odishawas more
aresult of the continued efforts of the conscious
intellectud class of Sambalpur. For this, they had
tried hard through various medialike newspapers,
literatures and meetings.
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Watershed Management: Issues and Concerns of
Drought Prone Areas

Watershed Management progammes are
implemented in drought prone areasto tacklethe
specia problemsfaced by those areas constantly
affected by severe drought conditions. Themain
objectiveof thewatershed gpproachistominimize
adverse effects of drought on the production of
crops, livestock and productivity of land, to
promote overall economic development and
improve the socio-economic condition of the
resource-poor and disadvantaged sections of
inhabitants!

The Drought Prone Area Programme
(DPAP) which is a centrally sponsored scheme
of the Ministry of Rural Development,
Government of Indialaunched in the year 1972-
73 dso adoptswatershed approach for increasing
agricultural productivity, restoring ecological
baance and generating sustainable employment
in drought prone areas on sustainable basis. The
schemeis being implemented in eght digtricts of

Subrat Kumar Mishra

Orissa namely, Kaahandi, Nuapara, Bolangir,
Sonepur, Baragarh, Boudh, Kandhamal and
Dhenkand covering 47 identified DPAP blocks.
There are 5200 micro watershed projects
delineated in these 47 identified DPAP blocks?

Till theend of 10" five year plan, 84830
hectares (82.5 per cent) of land have been treated
under DPAP in these eight didricts (Table-1).
When district wise status of watershed projects
isandyzed, it can be seen that Kadahandi digtrict
has been sanctioned with maximum number of
micro watersheds (307) followed by Kandhama
(289) and Bolangir (244) districts. Though
Kaahandi has been sanctioned with highest
number of watershed projects under DPAP
schemein the state but Kandhamal has achieved
the didtinction of treating maximum arex(65873
hectares) followed by Kaahandi (48796 hectares)
and Bolangir(29837 hectares) didtricts.

Table-1 Water sheds Completed under DPAP(MORD) in Orissa

S. District No. of Treatable Area % ofTotal

No Micro Area(Ha) Treated(Ha) Treatable
Water sheds Area

1 Baragarh 26 10890 6684 61.38

2 Bolangir 24 11819 11540 97.64

3 Boudh 12 6794 2937 43.23

4 Dhenknd 10 5000 4630 92.2
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5 Kaahandi 36 18000 14126 78.48

6 Kandhama 60 38156 34381 90.11

7 Nuapara 18 9279 7532 81.17

8 Sonepur 6 3000 3000 100

Total: 192 102938 84830 82.41

Source: Report, Orissa Watershed Devel opment Mission, 2000-2007

A review of performance of Watershed
Projects:

A review of the performance of
watershed projectsduring thelast 20 yearsreveds
ther potentid for drought-proofing, agriculturd
growth, environment protection and employment
generation. Kerr and Chung (2001) 3

According to the study on natural
resource management strategies for poverty
dleviationin hilly areas of South Orissa has been
conducted by R.C. Srivastava et al(2004),
despite high rainfall drought is a common
occurrencein Orissa, with amost every third year
being a drought year. Due to this, incidence of
poverty isvery highin the date. Within the Sate,
poorest rural areais South Orissanamed asK BK
(Kdahandi, Bolangir and Korgput) didtricts. To
dleviate poverty of this ares, it is necessary that
rich natural resources of this region are managed
with an am of retarding the erosion process by
retiring margina lands from cultivation and
increesing as well as stabilizing the productivity
of suitable lands to meet food requirement of the
people and improving employment opportunities.
For this, the study which was undertaken in two
Panchayats to develop a strategy for natural
resource planning. It wasfound that development
of micro watersheds could provideirrigationto a
sgnificant area at the rate of about Rs10,000/-
per hectare. Providing irrigation dong with crop
planning hasthe scopefor increasing employment
potential by 200 per cent with retirement of
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margina lands accounting for 58 per cent of
cultivated land. Net return has shown anincrease
of 400 per cent even at the present state of
marketing infrastructure*

Watershed Management in drought prone
areas. issues and concern

Although Watershed Management
Projects have the potential for increasing
agricultural productivity, restoring ecological
balance and generating sustainable employment
in drought prone areas, experience in
implementation of watershed projects raises a
number of issues which have bearing on
community participation, inditution building, and
sugtainability and livelihood aspects under the
project.

The critical issues and concern relating
to management of watershed projects based on
different studies conducted by various scholars
and expert groups are presented below.

a) People's Participation and Institution
Building:

e Watershed projects have not been
succeeded to generate sustainability because
of falure of implementing agenciestoinvolve
the people. For watershed projects to be
sugtainable community management systems
are needed and they can succeed only with
farmers contribution and their commitment
to time and resources (Mid-Term Appraisal




April -2012

b)

of the Ninth Plan, Government of India,
2001)5.

It has been noticed in many cases tha the
stakeholders were neither involved in
selection of project ingredients nor
encouraged to participate in various project
activities. The entire process of watershed
development involved participation by
Government Departments and local
contractors with aclear top down approach
with least involvement of the watershed
communities. Consequently, there has been
a supply demand mismatch leading to
inadeguate attention to local needs and
aspiration of the watershed communities
resulting inefficient implementation and
inadequate sustainability. (Sudhishri et al
2006)°

Liveihood:

Since watershed is aland bases activity, the
benefits of watershed management accrued
mainly to farming community where as the
liveihood security of the landless families
have not been taken care of through the
project intervention. (Kanan, 2006)”

The portfolio of alternate livelihood
opportunitiescreated for the beneficiariesdue
to intervention through watershed
management could not cope with stress and
shock and the primary stakeholders could
not maintain those activities after the
completion of project period (Kar et al
2006)8

Sugtainability:

Inmgority of the casessugtainability had been
causdity mainly due to absence of primary
stakeholders in project planning and
implementation stages. (Mishra & Dash,
2005)°

Withdrawa mechanism hasnot been properly
spelt out by the project implementing
agencies for which loca community level
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institutions did not come up to own the
project. Due to lack of capacity and
involvement of the community at project
completion stage, the assets created under
the project could not be maintained with the
involvement of local community which
ultimately affected long run sugtainability of
the project. (Sethi, et a 2008)*°
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Sustainable Liveihood Support
Through Enterprise Convergence in Pond Based
Farming System

Introduction

It isparadoxica to notethat Odishawith
rich natural resources, isone of the poorest states
of the country because of poor resource base of
the farming community. The ST and SC farmers
congtitute 44% of total population who earntheir
livelihood under a fragile rain-fed and drought
prone agro-eco-environment. Baasore didrict
is naturaly endowed with Dhan, Pan and Mina
viz. Paddy, Betel vine and Pisciculture Sncetime
immemorid. Mogt famersaresmal and margind
(84%) having too smdl farm sze to employ the
family labour force round the year due to mono-
cropping. Under these circumstancesintegration
of more than one production components are
desirable for better utilization of available
resources a the command of the farmers i.e.
Integrated Farming System (IFS) approach.

Conceptual Definition
Farming system focuses on:

¢ Theinterdependencies between components
under the control of household and,

e How these components interact with the
physical, biological and socio-economic
factors, which is not under the control of
household.
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e Farm household is the basic unit of farming
system and interdependent farming enterprises
caried out on the farm.

e Farmers are subjected to many socio-
economic, bio-physical, institutional,
adminigrative and technologica condraints.

e Theoperaor of the farming system isfarmer
or the farming family.

Thebasicam of IFSisto derive a set of
resource development and utilization practices.
Which lead to substantia and sustained increase
inagricultura production (Kumar and Jain, 2005).
Integrated farming system are often less risky, if
managed efficently, they benefit from synergiams
among enterprises, diversity in produce
environmental soundness (Lightfoot, 1990). The
household, its resources and the resource flows
and interactions a the individua farm levels are
together referred to as farming system (FAO,
2001).

Pond basad farming system dominatesin
the coastd agro-ecosystem which is no different
in case of Balasore district. On the face of
shrinking land holding and increase number of
sndl and margind farmers in the didrict, it has
been of paramount importanceto integrate various
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agro-enterpriseslikefield and horticulturd crops,

fishery, poultry, duckery, apiary and mushroom
cultivation etc in apond based agri-convergence
approach. Out of very many IFS models
promoted by Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Baasore,

an ided case of Si Ranjan Kumar Bhuyan is
analysed below for simulation elsewhere by
potentia farmers and farm women. A margind

farmer of Katisahi village of Bdigpa block, Si

Bhuyan has been able to demonstrate a
harmonious integration of fiddd and horticultura

crops, live stock and dlied agri-enterprises with
emphasis on inter component interaction as well

as recycling of products and bi-products which
forms the main stay towards food security and

sudainable liveihood.

Feed [Fodder crop)

Ranjan Kumar Bhuyanwashaving smal
farm house (240 n¥), general area for children
play (120 n¥) and 4000 nt land under pond
based farming system (Table 1). He has taken
various enterprises based on available resources.
They (component of IFS) were as follows (1)
rice in the fidd and (2) fish in the refuge pond,
trenchesand dsointhericefidds, (3)vegetablex(
radish, brinjal, okra, pumpkin, tomato, poi,
spinach, coriander etc), (4) pomology ( lemon,
papaya, banana, guava, coconut, etc) (5) agro-
forestry(teak was grown on dyke). Climbing
vegetables like ash gourd, ridge gourd, country
beans, bottle gourd, etc were grown on the
platform hanging over the trenches. The area
occupied by each component was given in the
Table 1. The schematic diagram of enterprises
andtheir interactionwasgiveninthe Fig 1 and 2.

Cropping System
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Fig.1. Resource flow model of Integrated Farming System
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Fig. 2. Interactions among different components of Farming Systems

Table 1: Areadlocation to different component in farming system
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RRIARY

Component Particular Number of units/plants Area(m2)
Field crops Low land rice
(Sarala/Kanchan) 1600
Vegetables Brinjal, tomato, okra, pumkin,
bitter gourd, cucumber, etc 1420
Fruits lemon 2 30
Guava 5 50
Mango (Baiganpalli, Sinduri) 3 40
Coconut 12 220
Papaya 20 80
Litchi 2 20
Banana 40 100
Floriculture Marigold, Jasmine 50,12 60
Agro-forestry Teak 4 40
Drumstick 1 16
Bamboo 25 90
Tamarind 1 20
Karanja 4 32
Sahada 3 12
Fishery Pond system 1 120
Dairy unit Cowshed(4cows& 4calves) 1 50
General areas For Children to play and other needs 1 120
Farm house Including threshing floor 1 240
Total 4360
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Themain objectiveof pond based farming
gystem is (1) to generate maximum income and
employment by combining different enterprises
namely field crop, multi-storeyed cropping,
pomology, olericulture, floriculture, fishery,
duckery, poultry, mushrooms, apiary, biogas,
agro-forestry and commercid nursery by recyding
product and by products. This farm pond based
model is intended for farmers of the coastal
digtrictshaving two haof land with apond. Shade
loving crop plants such as ginger, turmeric and
pine apple were planted under the coconut trees.
One poultry unit had been inddled a one of the
corners of the pond with the idea that the
droppings of the birdswould directly fdl into the
water to help the growth of the planktons. The
model aso had a duckery unit. A biogas plant

Economics

Table-2: Economics of Integrated farming system

wasinddled to mest theenergy need of thefamily.
Surry generated at the plant was used as manure
for crops and a part of it was diverted to fish
pond to encourage the growth of the plankton.
Every early morning raw dungcollected from the
bullock shed of the centra farm was fed to the
biogas plant. Brinja, okra, cowpea and maize
weregrown in Kharif whiletomato. Watermelon,
cucumber, bitter gourd, and bottle gourd etc ,
were grown intheRabi season. Fodder crop was
grown to supply greens to the dairy. Banana,
mango, ber, lemon and yam had been planted
around the pond to utilize dll the available space.
An ornamenta unit was developed in front of the
farm house to provide the menta food. The area
dlotted to different components of the farm is
mentioned in Table 1.

Component Area(sq.m) Grossreturn(Rs) Investment Net Return(Rs) Benefit cost ratioLabour needed
(Mandays) (Rs)

Crops

Rice 1600 2100 1100 1000 191 14
Vegetables 1420 35180 9260 25920 3.79 96
Fruits 540 9960 2030 7980 4.9 39
Horiculture 60 300 50 250 6.0 1
Agroforestry 210 2100 375 1725 5.6 7
Fishery 120 2300 700 1600 3.28 8
Dairy 50 14,600 500 9600 2.92 83
G.Total 4000 66540 18515 48075 3.59 248
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The economic anaysis of pond based
farming system revealed that the grossincome of
Rs.66540 was obtained by investing Rs.18515
(Table 2). This system provided employment of
248 mandayswith benefit cost ratio of 3.59. The
net income from the pond based farming system
was Rs.48075. The risk of economic lossin this
system was minimum.

Conclusion

Thus it isimplicit that the entire concept
of Integrated Farming System (IFS) through agro-
enterprise convergence revolves round the
interactive use and efficient utilization of land,
labour, capital cum available resources. An
andyssof the enterprise digtribution and economic
profile of the modd of IFS unit above concludes
that pisciculture dominated pond based farming
system with 4 broad components like crops,
horticulture, fishery and allied non crop
(mushroom, apiary, lac etc.) can be advocated
for the food security and sustainable livelihood
support of small and marginal farmers/farm
women of Balasoredidrict. Thisisin practice, an
efficient and dependable dternative again the
prevailing rice-pulses cropping system involving
high risk factors.

Doublerow system of Papaya on pondbund
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Doublerow system of Papaya on pondbund
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Banana and tomato crop on pondbund
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Farming system at Katisahi

References:

FAQ. 1990. Womenin Agriculturd Deve opment:
Gender Issuesin Rural Food Security in
Deveoping countries. FAO, Rome, Italy.

Kumar, S. and Jain, D.K. 2005. Are linkages
between crops and livestock important
for the sustainability of the farming
system? Asian Economic Review
47(1):90-101.

Lightfoot, C. 1990. Integration of aguacultureand
agriculture: arouteto sustainable farming
systems. Naga, The|ICLARM Quarterly
13(1):9-12.

Biswanath Sahoo, SM S (Horticulture), KVK, Balasore.

Antaryami Lenka, Senior Research Fellow, Regional
Centre of CTCRI, Bhubaneswar.

Dr. M. Nedunchezhiyan, Senior Scientist (Agronomy),
Regiona Centre of CTCRI, Bhubaneswar.

51




Odisha Review

April - 2012

Power Sector Reformsin Odisha:
Maor Issues and Challenges

Power is a criticd infrastructure for economic
development and important in qudity of life. It is
badc input to improve the sandard of living and
agricultura and indugtria development in the
country. Electricity, now-a-days, has no more
remained a luxury item only to urban dites but
has become an integral part of man's life, both
personal and economic. For effective
implementation of various development
programmes in agriculture, industry, science and
technology, energy has been the most important
factor in the form of eectricity. Electricd energy
keeps life's clock tickling on the earth. It is
required to cook our food, to light our houses, to
run tractors and pumps in the farms. Availability
of eectrica energy in adequate quantities is an
indispensable condition for achieving sustained
growth of industries.

India’'s power sector has been
traditiondly experiencing massve and chronic
problem. The performance of this sector in the
technica, commercid and financid spheres have
been extremely lack-lustre and Odisha is no
exception. This sector had progressively
increasing demands on both state and central
government budgets. The situation was no
sugtainable and resulted in governments taking
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drastic measures to improve the sectors
performance which otherwise can be termed as
power sector reforms. Reforms were envisaged
in the generation, transmisson, digtribution and
utilization of power. To arrest the endemic
problems of the sector, Government of India
opened the sector to private investment in 1991,
initidly in generation.

POWER SECTOR REFORMS IN
ODISHA :

Like other states, Odisha’ s power
generation and digtribution was being managed
by Odisha State Electricity Board (OSEB). The
pre-reform performance-technicad commerciads
andfinancid of the OSEB wasvery dismd. Ingdll
capacity for power generation was around
2900MW dominated by 5 plants totalling
1700MW of the (OSEB) and 420MW codl fired
plant of Odisha Power Generating Corporation
(OPGC). There were around 1.3 Million
consumers of whom less than 50% were
metered. Power system losses were officialy
audited at around 22% but actual losses
exceeded 50% consumption was dominated by
industrial consumers (54%), only 6% are
agriculture consumers.
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FIRST PHASE OF REFORMS:

The power sector reform process was
pioneered in Odishain 1993-94. It was the first
in a planned series of Government of India
sponsored and world Bank financed state public
sector restructuring projects supporting states
willingness to undertake fundamenta reforms,
interalia, one involving significant private
digtribution, corporatization, tariff reforms and
independent regulatory commissionin additionto
encouraging significant private participation in
power generation. It was of course adaring and
an opt decision of Government of Odisha. At that
point of time the Government was unable to
provide sustained and continued budgetary
support. In November, 1993 Government of
Odishadecided to gofor restructuring the power
sector in the state with the following objectives-

. To improve efficiency in generation,
transmission and ditribution of power.

o To ensurefinanad vidbility.

. To mobilize private investment in power
sector.

° To nurture competitiveness.

° To enhance consumer rights and
privileges.

Reform Measures: -

The restructuring process envisaged the
following seps

. Unbundling of generation, transmisson
and didribution activities.

° Privatization of generation and
digtribution.

° Developing new generation capacities
through competitive bidding.
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. Undertaking tariff reforms at bulk
transmisson and retail levels.

. Putting in place an independent and
transparent regulatory commission.

SECOND PHASE OF REFORM S

Pursuant to the Odisha Electricity
Reforms Rules,1998 the Govt of Odisha
transferred the distribution assets and properties
along with personnel of GRIDCO to four
distribution companies with effect from 26"
November 1998. These four distribution
companiesare CESCO, NESCO, WESCO, and
SOUTHCO.

Over theyears sincereformswere taken
up, there has been mixed opinion about the net
gainstothe peopleaswell astothe State at large.
In the present study an attempt has been madeto
assesstheefficiency of the sector intermsof T &
D loss datus, billing and collection efficiency,
financial status as well as the interest of the
consumers.

A PROFILE OF POWER SECTOR IN
ODISHA:

The total installed capacity as on
September 2011 is 4756 MW which includes
Hydro 2331 MW and Therma 2425 MW. The
per capita consumption of eectricity per year
2009-10 was 874.24 Kwlhwhereastheadll India
average was 778.71 Kwlh. The village
electrification as on 31.03.2010 was 68.56%.
There is 2 ombudsman, 12 GRFs, 5 specid
energy courts and 15 Operationa Energy Police
Station to take care of consumers interest. The
consumers profile across the four Distribution
companiesis given in the table -1.
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Tablel
CONSUMERS | CESU NESCO WESCO SOUTHCO | TOTAL
(ason Sept.2011)
EHT 22 30 24 12 88
HT 1181 379 633 185 2378
LT 1362839 764769 696815 799475 3623898
Totd 1364042 765178 697472 799672 3626364
Source :-GRIDCO, Bhubaneswar
State Demand and Enerqy Procur ement:
Table-2
(Energy in MU)
2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
(Projected)
Energy Requirement 20,519 21,136 22,506 25,430
Energy supplied 20,214 20,955 22,449 21511
Deficit(-)Surplus(+) (1)1.5% (-)0.9% (-)0.3% (-)15.4%
Demand in MW)
2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12
(Projected)
Peak Demand 3,062 3,188 3,872 3,700
Peak Demand met 2,987 3,120 3,792 3,836
Deficit Surplus (+) (-)2.4% (-)2.2% (-)2.1% (H)3.7%

Source :CEA LGBR

¢ Averagedemand 2215 MW & 19398MU (for 2008-09), 2354 MW & 20624MU (for 2009-10)

¢ The Report of 17th Electric Power Survey (EPS) of Indiapublished by CEA in March, 2007 made
the forecast for the power demand of Odishafor 11th, 12th & 13th Plans as shown in Table -3
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Table-3
FY 2011-12 | 2012-13 | 2013-14 | 2014-15 | 201516 | 2016-17 | 2021-22 | Remarks
(End of (Endof | (End of
11thPlan) 120 plan) | 13" plan)
Peak Demand
(MW) 4459 4783 5130 5502 5902 6330 10,074 | Asper Table
-2 17th EPS of
CEA, Energy
Energy Requirement and
Requirement Peak Demand
(MU) 27149 29204 31415 33793 36351 39096 63,098 | have been
computed for
Installed 6670 7154 7687 8245 8328 69 15069 | 12thPlan @
Capacity 7.57% and
Required 7.26%
(MW) respectively.

GRIDCO and OPTCL have submitted before the Commission that PRDC, Banga ore made a study
by Monte-Carlo Smulation Method aswell asby Andytica Method to assessthe quantum of surplus
power during thetermina year of 11th Plani.e. during FY 2011-12 and during 12th Plan period based
on the forecast of demand made by OPTCL aswell asin 17th EPS of CEA mentioned above and
submitted their Report to GRIDCO in August, 2011 which observes as under:

“ Odisha Statewill not be surplusupto FY 2015-16 and Odisha Power Sector would witness
asurplus scenario from FY 2016-17 onwards.”

The Commission has andysed the emerging power scenario of Odisha during 12th Plan as shown in

Table-4.
Table4
Emerging Scenario of deficit/surplus of power during FY 2011-12 & 12th Plan period
(All in MW)

FY Peak Demand as per Maximum Peak Demand Deficit(-) /

17" EPS of CEA that can be met Surplus(+)
2011-12 4459 3125 (-)1334
2012-13 4783 3650 (-)1133
2013-14 5130 4050 (-)1080
2014-15 5502 4200 (-)1302
2015-16 5902 5880 (-)22
2016-17 6330 9768 (-)3438
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Odisha has signed MoU with 32

Independent Power Producers (IPPs) for setting
of power plants in Odisha with a proposed
capacity of 39188 MW, out of which Odishawill
get ashare of 8193 MW.

ACHIEVEMENTS:-
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Odisha is the firg State in the country
which initiated power sector reforminthe
State with enactment of the Odisha
Electricity Reform Act, 1995whichcame
into force w.ef. 1.4.1996.

Odisha Electricity Regulatory
Commission was established under
Section 3(i) of the OER Act, 1995 much
before the Electricity Regulatory
CommissonAct, 1998 and the El ectricity
Act, 2003.

OERC became functional w.e.f.
1.8.1996 with joining of three Members.

Generation was separated from
transmission and distribution with
formation of Grid Corporation of Odisha
Limited (GRIDCO) w.ef. 20.4.1995.

Subsequently digtribution function has
been separated from GRIDCO
w.e.f.1.4.1999 and at present the
distribution of electricity has been
entrusted to separate four private
distribution Companies.

Transmission has been separated from
bulk supply and trading activity of
GRIDCO from 1.4.2005.

At present OPTCL isfunctioning as State
Transmission Utility and SLDC but for

April - 2012

the 1st time Commission has issued
separae Annud RevenueRequirementin
tariff for SLDC darting from the year
2009-10.

Odishaistheonly Statewhere no subsidy
isbeing provided by the Govt. of Odisha
to the power sector since 1.4.1996.
Before 1.4.1996 the annua subsidy was
of Rs.250 crore on the average.

It is the only State where no budgetary
support is being provided by the State
Govt. to the distribution Companies
whereas in other States the level of
subsidy varies from 1000 crore to more
than 5000 crore.

In contrast the distribution Companiesin
Odisha had no transitional financial
support. The Kanungo Committee
recommended transitional support of
Rs.3240 crore on 02.11.2001 but this
has not been acted upon.

Reduction of AT&C loss from 60.90%
in 1998-99 to 42.62% in 2010-11.

TheT & D losswhich had reached alevd
of 51.02% in 1998-99 has been
decreased to 46.68% in 1999-00 and
39.93% in 2009-10 and 39.97% in
2010-11.

The collection efficiency has increased
from 79.92% in 1998-99 to 96.96% in
2009-10 and 93.06% in 2010-11.

Whilethe T& D losswasincreasing during
OSEB period, the Didtribution loss as
wel asAT & Closs have declined from
1999-2000, though at a dow speed.
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The compar ative position may be seen from the Table-5
Table5
Year T & D Loss| Digtribution Collection AT & CLoss| AllIndia
L oss Efficiency AT & C LosS
1990-91 45.30% - 87.48% 52.10%
1991-92 44.80% - 92.02% 49.02%
1992-93 45.01% - 91.91% 49.05%
1993-94 41.57% - 86.15% 49.7%
1994-95 46.59% - 84.97% 54.6%
1995-96 46.94% - 92.12% 51.1%
1996-97 49.47% - 85.72% 56.7%
1997-98 49.24% - 81.17% 58.8%
1998-99 51.02% - 79.92% 60.90%
1999-2000 | 46.68% 43.91% 77.19% 56.71%
2000-01 46.90% 44.01% 78.72% 55.92%
2001-02 50.19% 47.47% 75.55% 60.31%
2002-03 43.78% 40.75% 82.45% 51.15% 32.54%
2003-04 43.21% 40.75% 85.49% 49.35% 34.78%
2004-05 41.59% 39.21% 91.00% 44.68% 34.33%
2005-06 42.37% 39.59% 91.58% 44.68% 33.02%
2006-07 41.67% 38.57% 92.37% 43.25% 30.59%
2007-08 41.13% 37.48% 93.41% 41.60% 29.24%
2008-09 40.33% 37.50% 92.98% 41.89% 28.44%
2009-10 39.93% 37.24% 96.96% 39.15% NA
2010-11 39.97% 38.30% 93.06% 42.62% NA
2011-12
(up to Sept.
2011) 38.28% 91.89% 43.29% NA
2011-12
(Approved
Busness
Pan/ARR)| 24.75% 21.71% 99.00% 22.49%
2012-13
(Approved
Busness
Man) 24.19% 21.20% 99.00% 21.99%

Source:- GRIDCO, Bhubaneswar
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Direct accrual of Revenue to the State
exchequer

e Before power sector reform in Odishawas
undertaken from 1.4.1996, the subsidy to
power sector on the average was Rs.250
crore per annum and this has been withdrawn
from 1.4.1996. If the subsdy would have
continued it would have been more than
Rs.1000 crore by 2009-10 per annum. This
has helped keeping the revenue deficit of
Odishaon adeclining path.

e In 2006-07 alone different State
Governments have provided the following
subsidy to their power sector.

Andhra Pradesh - Rs.1973 cr.

Rgasthan - Rs.700 cr.

Tamil Nadu - Rs.1330 cr (Electricity Duty is
a0 retained)

Gujurat- Rs.1767 cr.

Jharkhand - Rs.392 cr.

Uttar Pradesh - Rs.3105 cr.

Dehi - Rs92 cr.

Punjab - Rs.1845.81 cr.

e Revenue from disinvestment from
distribution Companies of Rs.159.00 crore
have been utilized to reduce the liabilities of
GRIDCO.

e  Collectionof dectricity dutieshasincreased
from Rs.121.35 crore in 1995-96 to
Rs.359.38 crorein 2008-09 and Rs.459.96
cr. in 2009-10.

e As aresult of withdrawa of budgetary
support to the power sector from 1996-97
together with disnvestment and other fiscd
measures the State consolidated fund has
been enriched and Odisha has been
converted from arevenue deficit State to a
revenue surplus sate.
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e Thisisnot asmdl achievement consdering
various congraintg/difficulties the power
sector has passed through in Odisha

Tariff
It may be noted that retail tariff in case of Odisha
is one of the lowest as may be seen from

Economic Survey, 2008-09 laid in the Parliament.
Thetable and graph below explainsthe position.

Table-6

Comparative Tariff for a consumer at HT
level for 5 MW load in various States

Sate Tariff (Paiseper Kwh)
Odisha 245-290

Maharashtra 390

Kerda 340

Karnataka 490

Chhattisgarh 337

Andhra Pradesh 255-287

West Bengd 245-330

During the period of OSEB —GRIDCO,
therewasregular revison of tariff on year to year
basis. But after 2000-01 there has been no
revison of tariff ontheaveragein Odisha. Thisis
a greatest benefit the power sector reform was
provided to the State. When the tariff rise was
28.5% during the year 1993-94, 15.73% in
1994-95, 17.47% in 1995-96, 17% in 1996-
97,10.33%1in 1997-98, 9.3%in 1998- 99, 4.5%
in 1999-2000 and 10.23% in 2000-01 there has
been no rise in tariff thereafter. Recently the
average tariff rise during 2010-11 is 22.20%. If
we compare wholesae price index (WP!) the
tariff rise from 1995-96 to 2009-10 has rather
declined by 30.46%.
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Table-7 2000-01 | 10.23% 7.16%
Ta_r iff Rise vis-a-vis Inflation (Wholesale 2001-02 | 0.00% 3.60%
Price Index)
2002-03 | 0.00% 3.41%
1993-94 — 28.58% (State Govt.) ° °
2003-04 | 0.00% 5.46%
1994-95 — 15.73% (State Govt.)
: : 2004-05 | 0.00% 6.48%
Year Increasein Increasein
Average Tariff | WP 2005-06 | -0.37% 4.43%
1995-96 17.47% 19.30% 2006-07 | 0.00% 5.37%
(State Gowvt)
2007-08 | 0.12% 4.75%
1996-97 17.00% 6.45%
(State Govt) 2008-09 | -0.64% 8.34%
1997-98 | 10.33% 4.80% 2009-10 | 0.00% 2.51%
1998-99 | 9.30% 6.84% 2010-11 22.20% 5.50%
1999-2000| 4.50% 3.02% Source:- OERC, Bhubaneswar
WPI VrsTariff Rise (Base 1993-94 = 100)
R L
r A3
e 15.30%
H-ﬁ.w&s l
15000
== Increass in Sverzoe Taritk
AR —p— | ncrease in e
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CONSUMER INTEREST

Under the OdishaElectricity Reform Act,

1995, the Odisha Electricity Regulatory
Commissonismandated to safeguard theinterests
of the state consumers and ensures that all

consumers are provided with reliable, safe and

uninterrupted power supply at reasonable rates.

The Electricity Act 2003 aso provides wide
ranging provisions to protect the interest of

consumers. It gives electricity consumers a
datutory right of minimum standards of supply
and service. The Commission’s approach to
consumer protection has been proactivefromthe
inception & in order to fulfill its legd obligation,

the OERC has undertaken a number of stepsto
empower eectricity consumers. They are—

I. Consumer Friendly Tariff

° Abalition of Minimum Charge for dl
classes of consumers since 1997-98.

. Margind risein 2010.

° If inflation is conddered, overdl taiff in
2008-09 isdown by 26.38% compared to 1995-
96.

° Rationdisation of Tariff towardscost base
and voltage base

II. Standards of Performance & Grievance
Redressal

[1l. Cresation of 12 Grievance Redressal Fora
and 2 Ombudsman to dispose of consumer
complaints.

IV. Pro-active Consumer education.

V. Traning & cgpacity building.

V1. Consumer Advocacy & Participation.
Metering Status

Present level of metering in the Sate; as
ascertained from the last Performance Review
Mesting held in the month of May, 2010 is as
follows -

M etering Position of the DISCOMs as on 31st March, 2010

TABLE-8
Totd number of meters 1107273 | 557832 549845 616658 2831608
No. of working meters 999281 399311 539311 569027 2506930
Percentage of working meters | 90% 72% 98% 92% 89%

Sour ce:- OERC, Bhubaneswar

Major Areas of Concern and Policy
Prescriptions.

The digribution sector is the mogt vitd
but weskest link in the entire value chain of the
power sector. If the distribution sector doesn’'t
become financidly viadle, the tranamisson and
generation would be serioudly affected. It is,
therefore, necessary that al-out efforts should be
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made to strengthen and to ensure the financiad
viability of the digtribution sector. For this to
happen, the power utilities should be alowed to
operate on commercid principle. In other words
the costs of generation, transmission and
distribution have to be recovered from the
beneficiaries.

Good governanceisone of theimportant
pillars of the reforms of power sector. The
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Discoms are required to enforce grict discipline
among the &t&ff, train them regarding the need for
good behaviour and prompt services to the
consumers.

Coming to the Odisha sspecific problems
the present high level of AT&C loss of 39.15%
(2009-10) and 41.50% (2010-11) is quite
unsustainable. 50% of this loss can be ascribed
totheft of eectricity at different level swith/without
the connivance of theemployees of thedigtribution
Companies. There is urgent need to tackle this
menace of theft of dectricity at different levels.
Bdance 50% of loss arisng out of the old and
dilapidated distribution network can be prevented
by system upgradation.

Regrettably, at present out of 55 every
100 units of eectricity sold to the consumersin
the State, only 62 units are billed (Dist. Loss
37.96%)and sdle price of only 58.50 or say 59
units is being redlized(2010-11). Obvioudy, this
busnessmodd isunsustainableand unviable. The
distribution segment would be financialy and
operationdly viable only when the energy actudly
consumed is metered, billed and the dectricity
chargesare collected in full. While the billing and
collection efficiency of thedigtribution Companies
has to improve substantidly; they dso have to
effectively tacklethe maady of theft of dectricity.

It istherefore, dl the more necessary for
the State Government to provide the required
police personnd for effective functioning of the
Energy Police Stations and to ensure their
effectivefunctioning by way of regular monitoring
and supervison in ther functioning & the level of
a Sr. IPS Officer, preferably posted to Energy
Department to overseethe energy related crimes
in the State.

A multi pronged approach that
incorporates all areas of utilities performance
improvement is the need of the hour.

Concluson :

» (Odishadid the experiment in power sector
and all other gates have gained from the
experiment and experience of Odisha in
power sector. Despite various condraints, the
power sector in Odisha has achieved a
commendable success when compared with
other Stateswhere their State govt. continue
to provide budgetary support of substantia
amount.

»  Going by the past experience State Govt has
been advised to participate actively intheday
to day development of power sector in the
State.

*  The present system of managing or tregting
the power sector in the State on an ‘arms-
length’ basis needsto be changed to a‘ hand-
shake' basis.

o State Govt. have started taking initiative by
deciding to private budgetary support of
Rs.1200.00 crore to the four distribution
Companiesduring 2010-11t02013-14. The
digtribution Companies are adso to provide
Rs.1200.00 crore towardstheir counterpart
funding.
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Dr. Krishna Chandra Panigrahi : A Magter of
Modern Odia Prose

Dr. KrishnaChandraPanigrahi isan eminent prose
writer of twentieth century. He has given a new
shapeto modern OdiaProse. He has popularized
Odiaessay and criticism among the readers. He
has dedicated himsdlf to the study of History,
Archaeology and Literature. Heplayed avitd role
for about haf a century (1936 to 1986) for the
development of twentieth century Odia Prose.

Hewasbornin avery poor family onthe
1t December 1909 in Khiching, afamouscultura
place and the andient kingdom of BhanjaDynagty.
His father Sagar Panigrahi was a priest of
Kichakeswari Temple.

He was educated in the village school &
Khiching, then at Karanjia. He passed the
Matriculation examination in the year 1931 from
Baripada. Then he joined a the famous historic
college‘ The Ravenshaw College’ and passed his
B.A. Honours Degree from there. In 1937 he
completed his M.A. Degree in Ancient Indian
History and Culture from the CadcuttaUniversity.
With hisM.A. Degree hejoined as a researcher
in the Archaeologicd Survey of India There he
did excdlent work on the evolution of Indian
pottery. During those days he impressed his
Director Mr. K.N.Dikshit by his research. He
wrote about him; ‘Besides working in various
investigations connected with the prehistoric

62

Prof. Bauribandhu Kar

aspect of Archaeology, Mr.Panigrahi has been
able to make his contribution to a hitherto
neglected line of Indian Archaeology, viz; the
study of Indian Pottery. By working in the
excavetionsat Ahichohhatrawhich | havecarrying
for 3 years, he has been able to make origina
researches on the subjects of the evolution of
Indian pottery from hisearliest timeto the present
day in which he had acquired for himsdf an
unrivalled knowledge in this branch. (Mo
Samayara Odisha -2nd edition 1987-Page-66)
In 1944 he started his new career as a Lecturer
inHistory in OrissaEducationd Service. In 1947
he came to Orissa Museum as a curator and
worked there up to 1951. Again; he came back
to teaching and he got his Ph.D. degree in 1954
fromthe CdcuttaUniversty for hisscholarly work
entitled ‘The Archaeological remains at
Bhubaneswvar’. From teaching he further joined
Asst. Superintendent of Archaeologica Survey
of India. He lastly retired as a Professor of
History. He died on 25th day of February 1987.

From his young days he had specia
fascination towards literature. During his college
days he attended several literary meetings
organized by the East Hostd of the Ravenshaw
College. He had aso contributed articles to the
‘Jagarand , the magazine of the East Hostel.
During his College days in the year 1936, he
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published his first essay ‘Rig Vedare Narira
Chitra’ in an established journa ‘The Naba
Bharat’ edited by Pandit NilakanthaDas . From
those daystill his death he has written more than
one hundred essays. He wrote his essays mostly
onhigory. Cultureand Archaeology. Thelanguage
and the theme of his essays are very forceful and
evocdive. Judging from themeand sylehisessays
may be divided into three categories, (a) Cultura
essays (b) essays popular in nature but related to
historical research (c) Literary essays.

Dr. Krushna Chandra Panigrahy has
probed into the roots of our culture in his essays
relating to culture. He has tried to discover the
basic idea behind Odia culture from the rdigious
beliefs, literature, arts, architecture, etc. of this
land. He held asimilar view of sycophants. In his
essays, he has explained at length how these
publicity seekers bent on getting fame overnight
have hindered the progress of our culture. Inthis
connection, he has written in his essay
‘Swarnadrire Swapna, *’ The vaues of the past
will no longer hold good. Publicity would be
known aswisdom, pride as acknowledged to be
a religious person, loguacity would be the
yarddtick of efficiency, and the sycophant would
rule over everyone. Thescholarswould turn mute
and the industrious would be frightened into
inaction. Exploiterswould movearoundinthegrab
of servants. The farmer would only toil without
any gain. He would be able to save himsdf only
by running away to some foreign land. Educated
people would only shed crocodile tears for him.
But tears would roll only from his eyes.’)
Prabandha Manasa, 1972,p.178). The essayist
hasmadeit planintheselinesthat the basic thought
process, perseverance, work, lifestyle centre
around publicity.

Krushna Chandra Panigrahi has often
assumed therole of areformer through hisessays.

His essay titled ‘Jagannath Sanskruti’ (Jhankar,
1979, Puja Issue) is relevant in this connection.
In the essay, he has vehemently opposed the
immordity, corruption, depravity, gimmicks and
commercidization that have been going onin our
literature in relation to Lord Jagannath. He
bdieved that thesuperdtitionsprevdentinthename
of Jagannath culture arerespons blefor our mora
andreligiousdegradation. Dr. Panigrahy says,” It
isahigoricd truth that the Jaganath culture has
made us greet. But it isaso ahigtoricd truth that
our downfal became inevitable when the culture
was debased.” (Jhankar, 1979, Pujalssue, P.639).
He has expressed his opinions fearlesdy about
the perverseness and immordlity prevalent in the
nameof Lord Jagannath in the Jagannath Temple.
Hebdieved that religion and culture are not about
clinging to the past. He could not appreciate the
fact that the Odias believed thisto be the essence
of culture. Heknew very well that arace bragged
about its past when it could not face the present.
Heridiculed Odias excessive love of the pastin
thefollowingwordsinthesameessay. “ Thementd
date of mogt of the Odias is such that if a dry
cake of so0l was put ingde an envelopewith the
inscription that it contained apieceof ancient Odia
cake, many would sniff at it and tasteit toexclam,
‘Ah! what sweet and fragrant cakes were made
indeed by our ancestord” (Jhankar, 31/7, p.635).
He hasnot forgotten to point out inthis essay that
the Odia Vashnavi literature had corrupted our
socid life. Like Pandit Nilakantha, he has aso
denounced the vulgarity andillicit affairs contained
in Vashnavi literature. In this connection, he has
written, ‘The vulgarity that is present in Odia
Vaishnavi literature is not seen in any other
Vadhnavi literature. Chanting of hymns finished
the Odias ultimately. No race could sustain itself
with watered ricein the somech, decaitful reigion
in the head and love songs on the tongue.”
(Jhankar, 31/7, p.637). He has not forgotten to
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take a dig a our women for ther indifference
towards culture. Jestfully, he has said, “One is
amazed to observe the role of the modern Odia
women in the field of culture. They have ther
associaions. But they don't even bother to voice
their opposition when Odiawomen are sold like
catle in other states or are maligned without
reason, vulgar songsare broadcast over theradio.
It is also reported at times that they listen to
discourses by ‘sadhus and some of them meet
politica leaderswith bouguetsin hand.” (dhankar,
31/7.p.637).

Dr. Krushna Chandra Panigrahy has
andysed our culturein alarger background. He
has made usunderstand that Odisha scultureisa
part of the Indian culture. He has also discussed
the digtinctness of Jagannath culture. One canfed
the fragrance of the soil, water and air of Odisha
in his essays relating to culture. He has cited
examples from the history of Orissain order to
tdl ushow to maintain the origindity of our culture.
‘“The New Shape of Odia Culture is a strong
pointer towardsthis.

His autobiography ‘Orissaof My Time
may be regarded asthe culturd history of Orissa
of the twentieth century. One can find abalanced
view of the culturd events of the time in his
autobiography. He has discussed certain
unpaatable truths about the state of Odisha's
education, literature, mordity, culturd life and
socid life in this tome. His opinion about the
contemporary lifestyle and culture of Odias was
expressed thus, “There is no place on earth like
Orissa. If anyonetriesto take any initiatives, on
the culturd front, al others combineto thwart his
efforts. Falsehood has to combinewith culturein
this place in order that it may be appreciated.”
(Orissaof My Time, 1998, p.171). People may
not likethiscomment of theessayist. But henever
balked at sating the truth. He had lots of regrets
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becausethedishonest dedingsintheculturd fidd,
plagiarized research works, shdlow writingsand
mora degradation had becomeaway of lifewith
the Odias. He has expressed his reactionsto the
aboveinthefallowingwords, ‘ It may beobserved
that most of the famous authors of Orissa are
researchers. However, many of them havenoidea
whét researchisdl about. They have turned into
researchers only on the strength of the fame they
have achieved inthe society. Research rdating to
Odialiterature and the history of Orissaseemsto
be open to al like Sankirtans on the streets and
anyoneisfreeto join the party. The Panditswho
are engaged in research for along time do not
have the ability to write a book or an essay in
Odiaor English. Ther language and logic are of
such low order that it is not likely to be
appreciated anywhereglse except Orissa. The
newspapers of Orissa are aso responsible to
some extent for the sorry state of affairs in
research in Orissa. There is no such topic which
may not be published in the newspapers and
magazines of Orissa in the name of research.
Many bdievethat they achieveimmortdity if such
pieces are republished aong with the names of
the authors. This could be excused if such beliefs
were hdd only by young people. Unfortunately,
such idess are held even by old men with one
foot in the grave. These people are respongble
for creating such ideas are held even by old men
with one foot in the grave. These people are
respongble for cregting such impressons in the
minds of the young”(Orissa My Time, 1978,
pp.157-58).

He has exposed the immorality,
corruption and depravity in the fidd of culturein
hisautobiogrgphy. He had agreat ded of fondness
for the culture of Orissa. He could not put up
with faseemations, regiondism and superdtitions
in the name of culture. He was a true and
unswerving personality. He desired that the
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uniqueness of Odisha's culture should be
maintained in order that it may be acclamed in
national and international circles. In this
connection, he haswritten in hisautobiography in
an emotiona vein, “I lost my parents in my
childhood and accepted Orissa as my mother. |
have loved Odisha intimately. | have sudied its
history and architectureintensively. | havegrieved
for therecent downfall of thisgloriousancient land.
| have been extremedy pained by the easy ways
adoptedinthenameof rdigion and culture. | firmly
believe that the mora and religious degradation
of Odias is responsible for the downfall of
Orissa.” (Orissa of My Time,1978). His
commitment towards Odishan culture is clearly
indicated in these lines. Continuous sruggle for
truth, strong self-confidence for fruitful work,
respect for principles, independent thought and
origind viewpoint are aso seen from hisessay on
culture.

Dr. Krushna Chandra Panigraphy has
shown his excellence in writing essays based on
higtoricd facts. Hewasacompetent essayist who
collected historical facts from contemporary
legends, literature, Puranas, manuscripts, rock
inscription and archaeological remains, and
presented them in the form of essays. Hewas a
higtorian himsdlf, and hence, he knew how to
collect higorica facts. He knew very well that
one had to be impartid and judicious in writing
history. It isimportant that one should be truthful
while writing history. Ramesh Chandra
Mazumdar, the eminent historian, has also
conceded as much. He has said, “The compiler
of hisgory must be a man of trus, veracity and
impartidity. If he records the virtues of akind or
a celebrated persondity, he should not hide his
vices and weskness. The higorian mug, on the
bass of rdigious belief and truth and conscience,
be a recorder of truth and truth alone.”
(Higtoriogragphy in Modern India, HerasMemorid

Lectures, 1967,Asia Publishing House, 1970,

p.25). Going by this yardstick, Dr. Krushna
Chandra Panigrahy was a historian in the true
sense of theterm. Apart fromthis, he had agreat

dedl of knowledge in archaeology too. He had

provided anew dimension to historica essaysby
comparing our history with the archaeologica

remains. He has dso set guiddinesfor historians
to follow. In his opinion, “The modern historian
hasto ensure that dl discussons on history have
to be based on facts and that nothing can be
fabricated from the mind. The second basic rule
is that the historian has to examine the facts
caefully. Thethird ruleisthat onecannot chronicle
something which cannot be substantiated.

Fourthly, one cannot argue apoint on the basis of
an opinion expressed by something. It is
inexcusable on the part of a historian to violate
any of these golden rules.” (History and Legend,

1964, p.53-54). ‘History and Legend’ is a
research publication based on higtorical facts. Dr.

Panigraphy has made awonderful analysis of the
higtoricd factsingrained in the legends prevaent

among the people of Orissa. Thetomeisdivided
into two parts. In the first part, he has discussed
about ‘Jgjpur Cuttack’, ‘Chhatia Cuttack’,

‘Chaoudwar Cuttack’, and Cuttack and

Sarangagarh’ gpart from providing anintroduction.

In the second part, he has discussed the Madaa
Panji, which isbelieved to be based on historical

facts.

‘Jgpur in OrissA's Culture and Higtory’
is another research-based historical tome of
Dr.Panigrahy. Hehasandysed the Puranic history,
geographica detailsand archaeologica wedth of
Jajpur in detail in this book. This book is an
example to show how history could be written
based on the Puranas, legendsand archaeologica
remains. Thisisatop class book dedling with the
cultural and geographic history of the Birga
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Mandaa. Other important historical essayswritten
by himinclude ‘Raharani’, ‘Natarg’, ‘ Rgguru’,
‘Higtory of Orissaand Historicdl Materids, and
‘Discovery of the AshokaPillar of Bhubaneswvar’ .
Hehas compared our nationd lifewith our history
in these essays in order to make us aware of our
past. He has strongly countered conflicts relating
to Puranic beliefs, conducting onesdf according
to set principles, and prevaent cusomsin these
essays. All these essays are research-based and
full of higtoricd facts. And yet, they do not lack in
literary meit.

Dr. Krushna Chandra Panigrahy has
displayed origind thinkingin hisesssysrdaing to
literature. He has eschewed triteness, flsevaues
and superdtitions in these and has shown new
directions in the field through his intellect, vison
and judiciousness. He is very much aware of the
contextsin hisliterary essays. Onesuchdiscusson
is ‘Higtorica Portraits of Sarala Literature . He
has analysed the geographica references and
descriptionsof war in SardlaMahabharat and has
triedto provideahigorian’ sview. Hehasexhibited
the qudities of a scholar-critic in this discussion.
The opinion of F.W.Baeson is pertinent in this
regard. “ A successful interpretation requiresboth
scholarship and criticism, each modifying the
other, a minute and comprehensive factua
accuracy interacting with stringent and
distinguished evauative criticism.” (The Scholar-
Critic, 1972, Routledge and Kengan Paul,
London, p.101). Essays like ‘Kabibara
Radhanath’s Chandrabhagd , ‘ The Commercid
Vaueof Modern OdiaLiterature’ | Green Styl€,
‘Influence of Geet Govind on Odia Literature,
‘To which Place Does Saradla Das Belong?,
‘Kabisurya Granthabali’, etc. are literary
discussons of the highest order.

He has made use of higory and his own
andytica prowessin literary discussonsin order
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to seek thetruth. He hasrefused to blindly accept
what is generdly believed to be true and has
proposed new truths. He was the firgt to clam
that Bhima Bhoi was not blind. His literary
discussions are mostly research-based and point
at hisandytica bent of mind.

Dr. Krushna Chandra Panigrahy was a
distinguished scholar in History, Sanskrit, English
and Archaeology. He was well-known as a
researcher. On the basis of these two traits, he
became an eminent scholar-critic. F.W.Bateson
may be recaled in connection with his literary
discusson. Bateson says, “The scholar —critic
must be a scholar, a researcher, before he can
become a competent critic.” One can see an
amagamation of scholarliness, ability to conduct
research and an anaytica viewpoint in hisliterary
discusson.

The gpecid attraction of the essays of
Dr. Krushna Chandra Panigrahy is his style of
writing prose. His style was extraordinary. He
could present a matter in such a way that it
touched the chordsin the heart of thereader. His
prose was ornamenta in some places. He made
useof picturesand versesto drive hispoint home.
Hisprosewasin aclass of itsown because of his
adroitnessin the use of adjectives and the use of
popular Odia diaogues.

He had been inspired by Sanskrit
literature to write ornamenta prose used by him
a one place, “The mango trees had stretched
towards the village. Some of these were young
and others were ancient. All of them were laden
with numerous flowers in the spring and they
bowed with the burden of fruitsin the summer. |
have not forgotten the cooing of the cuckoo, the
humming of the cricket and the fear of witcheson
the mango trees. | can il recal the cloudy days
of the rainy season, the digtant hills covered with
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the clouds, the srike of thelightning, the sound of
thunder, incessant rains, pitch dark nights, the
greenery of theforests, the densefog, the shivers
of thewinter, the smoky horizon, the golden crop
and soforth.” (Orissaof My Time, 1978, p.3-4).

Use of adjectives was another specidity
of his prose. He could use adjectives in a way
which could bring characters dive. An example
may be seen. “As we went on the road to Puri,
we stopped for a while in the whitewashed
residence of Sakhigopal. A short, bearded,
lachrymose man had set up acottage at thisplace
and had dreamt of a developed Orissa. He was
the Pole Star in the unending nights of Utkal, or
he was an emaciated and helpless person in a
lonely, dense forest, or the image of a helpless
personinalondy, densefores, or theimage of a
hel pless, mortified mother. He donated hisbones
like Dadhichi and died prematurely. Hisashesare
dill warm. Has his idedls passed into oblivion?
(PrabandhaManasa, 1972, p.158). His mastery
over words may be seen from his description of
various temples. Look at the use of adjectives
agan. “Some are entwined by wild weeds and
they are staring at the degeneration of Utkd.”
PrabandhaManasa, 1972), He had aprodigious
control over words.

The touch of a poet may be seen in the
prose of Dr. Krushn Chandra Panigrahy. Hewas
different from the othersin the sense that he was
reading poetry. An example would subgtantiate
this statement. “Huge mango and s trees had
been sand hereand therein thefront and various
kinds of bushes had covered the fort
overwhelmingly. Birds, flowers and fruits of
various kinds could be seen here round the year.
But they created a kind of magic in the spring.
Banguthi spread fragrance dl around carrying
numerous white flowers on its gem, Indra-jaba
had bowed down with the weight of numerous

white flowers and seemed to be inviting one and
al, Sunari looked like a wedthy woman laden
with goldenflowers, and aplethoraof red clusters
of the Kinshuka created the impression of afire
in the forest?’ (Orissaof My Time, 1978, p.3)

Just asaspeaker addressed the audience
during the course of hisgpeech, smilarly, inwriting
prose, Dr. KrushnaChandraPanigrahy repestedly
addressed the readers. His prose was full of
phrases like ‘Listen to me dl you Odia brethren
who believe in Lord Jagannath’, ‘My Jgjpuri
Brethren’, My Brothersfrom North Orissa, ‘My
Brothers from Sambapur’ and so forth. Look at
hisprosewrittenintheform of speech: ‘Ligento
me al you Odia brethren who believed in Lord
Jagannath! Since when Orissa, this land of the
Gods, has been suffering thus ? You will surdy
say that Odia-speaking areas remained
fragmented as many of them became parts of
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Madrasand Bengd. The
Bengdis grabbed the zemindaris of Orissa. S
Chaitanya destroyed the military powers of
Orissa But if theactud eventsare andysed, these
arguments are not acceptable.” (Orissa of My
time, 1978, p.105). He has explained severd
complex problems to the reader by way of
delivering such lectures through his prose.

Satire and sarcasm are seen often in his
prose. He had a grest sense of humour. Hereis
an example: “It has been said that Orissawasthe
pleasure garden of all Puranic and historical
persondities. Mandakini River has been flowing
near Jgjpur, and Indra and Indrani have turned
into stone at Chhatia. Thus, Orissa was the
paradiseoneday. Varanad wasin Cuttack. A part
of itisnow known as Bidanad . It hasnow turned
into the pleasure ground of mosguitoes after Hara
and Parvati deserted it. Ggapati Pratap Rudra
Dev had rolled at the feet of Sri Chaitanyalikea
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donkey astheletter reached the GadagadiaGhat.”
(Crissaof My Time, 1978, P.101).

He has severely criticized the conceit
shown by researchers of all hues. In this
connection, he haswrittenin hisessay ‘ Jagannath
Sanskruti’ : “In spite of this, what could onesay if
someone says that Puri Jagannath Dham had
been established one hundred and fifty Sx crore
years ago?’ He had perhaps discovered this
information from some palm-leaf manuscript
written with the help of obscure and unintdligible
alphabets. No one could read such alphabets
except for one or two Pandits from Puri.

Dr. Krushna Chandra Panigrahy had an
intimitable sylein describing natural scenery. He
has described our heritage and contemporary
lifestyle in his own typica dyle. His essays are
adored by readers because of strong arguments
in favour of his gatements, sense of humour and
thestrics. His peaceful, content, fresh and fearless
personality becomes evident when onereads his

essays.

Itisdmost anincredible achievement for
awriter to leave his mark on the sand of time by
writing only essays Itisan extremdy difficult task
to write essaysif one did not have scholarliness,
infinite patience, persstence, deep thought and
varied experiences. Dr. Krushna Chandra
Panigrahy had dl these qudlities in abundance.
He has written his essays amid severd adverse
gtuations faced in his life. He has put forth his
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opinions before the reader as an essayist. What
he has said about his essays in his book
‘PrabandhaManasal assumessgnificance. Hehas
sad, “Many want to leave their mark on the sand
of time. But only time would say whether these
footmarkswould betransent or eternd. 1t would
be impudence on my part to say whether the
essayswould be transent or eternd. It would be
impudence on my part to say whether the essays
would be gppreciated for a long time or would
be obliterated in a few days. (An Appea —
Prabandha Manasa). Time has made his essays
eterndl.

There has been alot of experimentation
with the Odia prose in the twentieth century in
theform of short stories, novels, autobiographies,
travel stories, etc. It is indeed amazing that
someone could earn laurels for himsdlf and be
appreciated by readersin the process of writing
essays. Dr. Krushna Chandra Panigrahy has
turnedinto afrontrunner in Odialiteraturethrough
writing essays. He has analysed our culture,
literature, history, soil, water and air in hisessays.
It would not be an exaggeration to say that
Orissa’s culture, literature and history have
received a new lease of life through his essays.

Prof. Bauribandhu Kar, Professor of Odia (Retired),
Berhampur University, Plot No.- 341/2937, Kapil Prasad,
Bhubaneswar-751002.




April -2012

“My dffliction is not the problem of my life. The
chief cause of my allment is of rolling 400 to 500
Beedis a day, for which | have been a victim of
the dreadful disease, having goiter in my neck Snce
three years. Doctors said it needs surgery but
where do | get money to have the surgery ? |
accepted this as my destinty”.35 years old
Kalpana Bhue, a Beedi worker of Kadalimunda
village of Sambalpur digtrict lamented.

Ka panahasbeen rolling Beedi snce her
childhood. "I have learnt to roll Beedi from my
parents. We were four sblings. My mother was
rolling 1000 to 1200 Beedi per day but shefdlen
sick and diagnosed with TB dueto regular expose
of tobacco and died when | wasstudying in Class
I X. After her death | had to be dropped out from
the school because therewasno body inthe house
to look after the household chores as well asto
contributein thefamily incomeso | garted rolling
Beedi.Two of my elder brothers were married
and they migrated with their family to eke out
livdihood. My father is an aged. Due to Alcohol
habit and his sickness he could not work now. |
have to take care of my father and my
grandmother. Every day | could roll 600 to 700
Beedis which ensured me the earning of Rs 500
to 600/-per month. | know thisjob is hazardous
but Beedi rallingismy compulson”, sheexplained.

QOdisha Review

They don’'t Smoke
But they can’t Bregthe

Sarada Lahangir

28 years Basanti Bhue from Padia Bahd
village of Sambalpur digtrict isanother Beedi roller
who is suffering from TB since two years. Her
pae and weak body itsdf spesks her misery. "l
am having cough, backache, and feding restless
gtting hoursin oneplaceand rolling Beedis. | can't
leave thisjob because it feeds my family. We are
landless and had no source of income. My old
father hardly gets5to 10 daysof wagein amonth.
It is me and my mother who eke out our living
from this Beedi rolling. Earlier | could roll 2000
to 1200 Beedis per day and earned about
Rs.1120 to Rs.1200/-per month at (Rs.40/-per
1000 Beedis )but it has come down to 500 to
600 Beedis per day and earning Rs.560 to 600/-
per month, due to my illness.” Basanti told.

There are thousands of women Beedi
workersin Samba pur, Jharsugudaand Deogargh
digricts of western part of Odisha whose lives
go up in smoke. During my random vist to few
villages of Sambalpur and Jharsuguda digtricts, |
found that in many houses, some or dl members
of the family are doing something bowing their
heads upon their winnowing-platter (which is
locdly caled as Kulaa) and are rolling “Kendu
leave’ or “tobacco-leave’ for making “indigenous
-cigarette’ caled — “Bidi”. This work of Bidi
meaking iscarried on by al sitting upon their open
court-yard, usudly caled verandah in a row or
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circlefrom 8 A.M. to 9 P.M. taking only oneto
two hours break in between for the cooking and
doing household chores. Thewholefamily mostly
the women and children do thisjob in addition to
ther daily routine household works like cooking
food in thekitchen, washing clothes, heping mde
members in their work and so on, to earn
something to support their family, whichisthe chief
object of thisjob.

AsKadpanaand Basanti’ sfingers nimbly
tie and roll Beedi after Beedi, it's evident that
Beedi-ralling isagrueling process. Beedi-rollers
likethem put dried tobacco powder ingdeasmdl
kendu ledf, tightly roll the leaf, and secure it with
athread. It is estimated that an average Beedi-
roller rollsabout 500 to 1,000 Beedisaday at a
huge cost of mentd and physicd abuse, penury
and financid endavement, and hedlth problems.

Hedth problems have becomeapart and
parcel of the Beedi workers lives. The tobacco
dugt that they inhale can result in chronic Bronchitis
and TB in the long run. Mgority of the Beedi
workers of Sambapur and Jharsuguda didtricts
complain of breathlessness and Ashma among
other problems.

The Beedi Workers (Condition of
Employment) Act 1966, and the Beedi Workers
Wefare Fund Act 1976, offer many schemesfor
Beedi workers that covers health aspects. For
ingance, an ID card holder is liable to get up to
Rs.7,000 as rembursement in case of treatment
of Tuberculosis, and Rs.10,000 as group
insurance in case of desath. The schemes cover
the entire treatment for Cancer, and a heart
problem gives Rs.1.30 lakh and Rs.2 lakh for
kidney problems. Unfortunately, most of the
people are not aware of it. Secondly there are
other factor which deprived many Beedi workers
in the area like Kapana and Basanti from the
welfare schemes.
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Kalpana and Basanti don’'t have the
identity card as Beedi worker though both are
making Beedi Sncetheir childhood. " Severd times
we have been pleaded for the card to the
contractor or the Munshi whoistaking Beedi from
us but heisjust promising and doing nothing. As
a result now | could not avail the government
benefit” Ka panalamented.

“40 percent Beedi worker in the area
doesn't have the identity card. As a result they
can't aval the wdfare scheme meant for them”,
aleged Mitrabhanu Podh, Generd Secretary,
Nikhil Orissa Beedi Workers Federation.

“The reason is very simple, Beedi
companies with help of the middiemen, Munshi
or contractor not et them to make aproper card.
Because if there will be more card holders, the
company has to pay more Provident fund’. He
added.

Government of India, Ministry of Labour
and Employment Department has set up three
gatic cum mobile medica units for the Beedi
workersin Sambapur district. They are Stuated
in Rengali, Parmanpur and Sambalpur towns.
Bascdly dl the wdfare schemes of the centrd
government are being implemented through these
hospitals and the doctors in these hospitals are
theimplementing authority of thewefare schemes
meant for the Beedi workers. According to the
Government enrolment in these three hospitalsin
Sambalpur district there are 99,000 Beedi
workers who have the identity card. But
according to the Beedi union leaders the number
of Beedi worker inthisdigtrictisnot lessthan 1.5
lakh. Out of which 70 per cent are women 20
per cent are children and rest are male Beedi
workers.

Mr. Gokul Meher, General Secretary
Sambalpur Beedi Karigar Sangathan, alleged
“there are 27 licensed Beedi companies,
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operating in Sambalpur didrict. Apart from this
there are Six to seven number of fake unlicensed
Beedi companies operating from the area and
exploiting the Beedi workerswith the hdp of the
contractorsor Munshis. All the Beedi companies
manipulating their records to save the tax
.Thousands of Beedi workers denied the identity
cadsintheareawhichisultimately benefiting the
Beedi companiesand the contractor. The number
of Beedi workers working under the Beedi
companies shown in ther record is varying the
actud numbers of Beedi workersin the ared’.

When we randomly visited one smdll
Beedi company who has obtained license in the
name of Mayur Beedi, we found that according
to its record only three contractors are enrolled
in its record and under them only 114 Beedi
workers are working. That means company is
supposed to deduct the Provident Fund of 114
Beedi workersbut its manager informed that they
are deducting the PF of only 8 Beedi workers
because others don't have card. Secondly the
Beedi companies are also misleading the
government about their actua production to save
their cess.

Mayur Beedi Company’s Manager
Mr.Ghanshyam Patel informed that their
production is only 50000 Beedi per day. That
meansit is about 15 |akh Beedis per month. But
again he contradicts by saying that they are
producing 120 cartoons Beedi per months. Each
cartoon contains 27000 Beedi.If we caculate
then it will be 32 lakh 40 thousand Beedi per
months,

A local contractor working under the
Badsha Beedi company, off the record admitted
thefact thet they neither show theactud production
not the number of workers. The card holder Beedi
workers getting Rs.80/- per 1000 Beedi when
the Kendu leavesiis given by the Beedi workers

themsdlves and if the company will give Kendu
leavesthen it pays Rs.40/-per 1000 Beedis. There
is no fixed rate for the Beedi worker who does
not have card. Thisisatip of the ice berg.

Meanwhile Mr.Pranab Kumar Patra,
Didrict Labour Officer, Sambd pur told that "there
is not such kind of complaint they ever received
about the denid of identity card or s0.” Actudly
these Beedi indudtries are soldy coming under
the Centrd Government schemes. We have very
little scope to do. We just enforce the law if we
find any irregularity within the premises of the
Beedi industries but as mostly it is home based
we fdt helpless. He told Beedi is an important
industry in India It is one of the noted ‘village-
small-scale-industries and a huge number of
poorer people live on the income derived from
thisindudry.

The peculiarities of thisindudry are that
it does not require any heavy mechinery. Very
small tools are required to carry on this trade.
This' cottage-industry’ hasnow becomea' family-
professon’ for dmogt al themembersof afamily
get involved in this business. It is chiefly
concentrated in al the Eastern Indian States,
Assam, West-Bengd, and Odisha.

Beedi companies are flourishing like
anything but itsworkers livein penury. Kdpana
and Basanti are symbolizing thousands of women
Beedi rollersin the area, whose poverty, lack of
awarenessand lack of dternative source of income
forced them to be a part of this exploitative
business. They don’t smoke but they can’'t
breathe.

Saradal ahangir, 1203/A, NeelakanthaNagar, Nayapalli,
Bhubaneswar.
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Enforcement of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substance
Act, 1985 : Judicid Trend Anayss

The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substance
Act, 1985 has replaced two Central Acts, i.e
The Opium Act,1878 and The Dangerous Drugs
Act,1930. An urgent need was felt for a
comprehengve legidation to dedl with the Narcatic

Drugs and Psychotropic Substances and for

exercisng control to strengthen enforcement

measures on drug abuse andillicit drug trafficking.

It was dso amed to incorporate therein certain

provisions of internationa conventions.

The primary am of the Act isto protect
the public hedth from the ondaught of the evil.
The offence under this Act are very serious and
hence dedlt with very stringently asthedlegations
if proved, could end with rigorous imprisonment
with fine and in extreme cases may include
“Capital Punishment”. The Law Enforcing
Agencdiesplay vitad rolein curbing thedrug menace
and as such needs specid care while enforcing
the law.

Itisafact that whilemost of thedecisons
concerning the NDPS Laws have gone in favour
of the accused and lot of benefit of doubt under
various sections of the Act has been given to the
most of the accused suspected on committing
offences punishable under various sections of
NDPS law yet the accused whose guilt has been
established are punished stringently and the
judiciary has not shown any sympathy for such
offenders.
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Alok Kumar Jena

The Supreme Court and High Courts
have been strict in the interpretation and
enforcement of provisions of NDPS laws and at
thesametime progressiveeven, inevolving definite
principles for complying with the provisons of
some sections of NDPS laws, specifically
directing the enforcement authorities to drictly
follow the procedures laid down by the NDPS
Laws in respect of possession, search, seizure,
confessona statements, persona search under
Section 50, in granting bails, safe custody of
samples under Section 55, reduction of
information in writing, informing the superior
officers, presumptions, conviction solely on the
basis of police/prosecution witness, false
prosecution, vexatious search and seizure,
preventive detentions, forfeiture of properties-
almost every point of importance has been
touched and decided by the Court in extreme
farness and highest judicid principles of law.

Eventhough the NDPS Act is very
stringent, the Courts have tried to reduce the
gringency by gpplying the principles of fairness
and equity giving them a chance to reform. The
provisons of Cr. PC, 1973 and the Condtitution
of India have been given primacy in congdering
and deciding on the facts and points of law in
NDPSAct.
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The Condtitution of India has been given
predominance in protecting the rights of the
accused involved in committing the offence under
NDPS Laws. Its protective shield has been
extended to them for their persond liberty and
violaion of fundamentd rights of life and liberty.

Every effort has been made to present
the NDPS Laws in their various dimensons by
emphasizing the Supreme Court and High court
interpretations of various issues involved in
establishing the guilt/innocence of the accused
under various sections of NDPS Act.

Mog of the debatable legd issues like
Conscious Possession, search of the person,
admissibility of confessional statements in
evidence, commercial and small quantity
determination, conditions precedentsfor grant of
bail, search and seizure procedure, informing the
accused person about his right during search
before an Executive Magistrate or Gazetted
Officer, confiscation of properties, conveyance
etc., vaue of police/ prosecution witness, search
and saizure without warrant, procedure followed
during chance recovery, confiscation of properties
acquired through illegal means, preventive
detention and legdlity of detention order, doctrine
of double jeopardy, applicability of Amendment
Act 2001, applicability of Cr.PC, 1973 dmost
every aspect of NDPS Law have been duly
interpreted by the Supreme Court and other High
Courts of India

Constitutional Validity of
(Amendment) Act, 2001

The amendments made to the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substance Act, in 2001
satisfy the test of constitutionality and the
reasonable and logicd in their character and
gpplication.

The Hon' ble Supreme Court in the case
of Basheer vrs. State of Keraa!® reported in

NDPS

wherein their Lordships took a close look into
the Amendments introduced in 2001, the
repercussions of the amendments and
reasonableness of laws incorporated by such
Amendments. The Apex Court observed :-

“Intheresult, we are of the view that the
provisoto Section 41 (1) of the Amending Act, 9
of 2001 is Condtitutional and isnot hit by Article
14. Consequently, in dl cases, in which thetrids
had concluded and appeals were pending on
2.10.2001, when Amending Act 9 of 2001 came
into force, the amendments introduced by the
Amending Act 9 of 2001 would not be gpplicable
and they would have to be disposed off in
accordancewiththeNDPS Act, 1985, asit stood
before 2nd October, 2001.”

In the case of Kadem Shelkh vrs. State
of West Bengd,? the Full Bench of KolkataHigh
Court upheld the Condtitutiond vdidity of the
Amendment Act of NDPS Act, 2001 and
observed* Theamendmentsmadeto theNarcotic
Drugsand Psychotropic SubstancesAct, in 2001
satisfy the test of Constitutionality and are
reasonable and logica in their character and
application.”

In the case of Indian Harm Reduction
Network vrs. Zonal Director® the honourable
Bombay High Court while consdering Section
31-A asuncongtitutiona observed:

“To conclude, we hold that Section 31-
A of the NDPS Act is violetive of Article 21 of
the Constitution of India, as it provides for
mandatory death pendty. We, however, rgect the
challenge to the said provision on the stated
grounds, being violative of Article 14 of the
Condtitution of India. Further, instead of declaring
Section 31-A as uncondtitutiond, and void &b
initio, we accede to the aternative argument of
the respondents that the said provision be
construed as directory by reading down the
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expresson “shdl be punishable with deeth” as
“may be punishable with deeth” in rdaion to the
offences covered under Section 31-A of the Act.
Thus, the Court will have discretion to impose
punishment pecified in Section 31 of the Act for
offences covered by Section 31-A of the Act.
But, in appropriate cases, the Court can award
degth pendty for the offencescovered by Section
31-A, upon recording the reasons therefore.”

Condtitutiond vaidity of theprovisonsof
Sub Sec (1) of Sec41 of NDPS Act cameup for
condderation beforethe Hon' ble Apex Court and
inthe aforesaid Judgment reference was madeto
the case of Ratan La vrs. State of Punjab,
reported in, wherein it was held by the gpex court
thet “an ex podt fact Crimind law , which only
moallifiesthe rigour of the law, isnot hit by article
20(1) of the Condtitution.

On the question of rationalization of
quantum of sentence the Supreme Court of India
in E. Michael Raj vrs. Intelligence Officer,
Narcotic Control Burealf observed :-

“13. It appears from the Statement of
Objects and Reasons of the Amending Act of
2001 that the intention of the legidature was to
rationalize the sentence structure so asto ensure
that while drug traffickerswho trafficin Sgnificant
quantities of drugs are punished with deterrent
sentence, the addicts and those who commiit less
serious offences are sentenced to less severe
punishment. Under the rationalised sentence
Sructure, the punishment would vary depending
upon the quantity of offending materid. Thus, we
find it difficult to accept the argument advanced
on behdf of the respondent that the rate of purity
isirrdlevant Snce any preparation which ismore
than the commerciad quantity of 250 gms. and
contains 0.2% of heroin or more would be
punishable under Section 21(c) of the NDPS Act,
becausetheintention of thelegidatureasit gopears
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to usisto levy punishment based on the content
of the offending drug in the mixture and not on
the weight of the mixture as such. This may be
tested onthefollowing rationde. Supposing 4 gms.
of heroin isrecovered from an accused, it would
amount to asmdl quantity, but when the same 4
gms. ismixed with 50 kgs. of the powered sugar,

it would be quantified as a commercid quantity.

Inthemixture of anarcotic drug or apsychaotropic
substance with one or more neutra substance’s,
the quantity of the neutrd substance/sisnot to be
taken into condderation while determining the
amdl quantity or commercid quantity of anarcotic
drug or psychotropic substance. It is only the
actua content by weight of the narcotic drug
which isrdevant for the purposes of determining
whether it would congtitute smal quantity or
commercial quantity. The intention of the
legidaturefor introduction of the amendment asit
gppearsto usisto punish the people who commit
less serious offences with less severe punishment
and those who commit grave crimes, such as
trafficking insgnificant quantities withmoresevere
punishment.

Formulation of Guiddine

The Supreme Court Judgments have
been definite guideposts in arriving a definite
conclusonson particular points of law relating to
NDPS. If the law in its rational and logical
character meets the demand of the Congtitution,
it has to be held to be Constitutional and the
wisdom of legidature ought not be doubted.

In Sunil Kumar vrs. State® the
Honourable Apex Court dlarified that itistheduty
of the Court to scrutinize the evidence with greet
care and caution kegping in mind that it exists not
only to ensurethat no innocent person is punished
but a so to ensurethat guilty personsdo not escape
scot-free.
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In respect of search and seizure of
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic substance or
arrest of an accused under NDPS. Act the Apex
Courtin State of Punjabvrs. Babir Sngh’ devised
the guidelines, and to quote:

“The questions considered above arise
frequently before the trial courts. Therefore we
find it necessary to st out our conclusions, which
are asfollows

1. If a police officer without any prior
information as contempl ated under the provisons
of the NDPS Act makes a search or arrests a
person in the normd course of investigation into
an offence or suspected of fence asprovided under
the provisons of Cr.P.C. and when such search
is completed at that stage Section 50 of the
NDPS Act would not be attracted and the
question of complying with the requirements
thereunder would not arise. If during such search
or arrest there is a chance (of) recovery of any
narcotic drug or psychotropic substance then the
police officer, who is not empowered, should
inform the empowered officer who should
thereafter proceed in accordance with the
provisonsof theNDPS Act. If he happensto be
an empowered officer aso, then from that stage
onwards, he should carry out the investigation in
accordancewiththeother provisonsof theNDPS
Act.

2A.  Under Section41(1) only anempowered
Magidtrate can issue warrant for the arrest or for
the search in respect of offences punishable under
Chapter 1V of the Act etc., when he has reason
to believethat such offences have been committed
or such substances are kept or concedled in any
building, conveyanceor place. When suchwarrant
for arrest or for search isissued by aMagistrate
who isnot empowered, then such search or arrest
iscaried out would beillegd.

Likewiseonly empowered officersor duly
authorized officers as enumerated in Sections
41(2) and 42(1) can act under the provisions of
the NDPS Act. If such arrest or search is made
under the provisons of the NDPS Act by any
one other than such officers, the same would be
ilegd.
2B.  Under Section 41(2) only theempowered
officer can givethe authorization to hissubordinate
officer to carry out the arrest of a person Page
1565 or search asmentioned therein. If thereisa
contravention that would affect the prosecution
case and vitiate the conviction.

2C.  Under Section 42(1) the empowered
officer if has a prior information given by any
person, that should necessarily be taken downin
writing. But if he has reason to believe from
persona knowledge that offencesunder Chapter
IV have been committed or materials which may
furnish evidence of commission of such offences
are concedled in any building etc., he may carry
out the arrest or search without a warrant
between sunrise and sunset and this provision
does not mandate that he should record his
reasons of belief. But under the proviso to Section
42(1) if such officer hasto carry out such search
between sunset and sunrise, he must record the
grounds of his belief. To this extent these
provisons are mandatory and contravention of
the same would affect the prosecution case and
vitiste the trid.”

The Non Compliance of Section
8(c),42(1)(2), 50,57 N.D.P.S. Actand 100, 165,
313 Cr.P.C., 1973 and its fatal effect on
Prosecution have been discussed in several
cases®.

During the andlyss of severd cases of
trial, apped up to Supreme court of Narcotic
cases, the stand of Judiciary appearsto be clear
that Mandatory provisons under this Act must
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be complied with for conviction of the accused
person and non compliance of mandatory
provisonswill lead to acquittal. In the opinion of
Judiciary, it is a case of technicd nature and as
the punishment provided under this act is heavy
including Capita Punishment, non compliance of
mandatory provisonisuncongitutiond andillegd.
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Police and Judicial Administration : A
Study of Princely States of Nayagarh
District (1858-1947)

In the second hdf of the 19" century, the
police adminigtration in the Orissa States was
in highly unsatisfactory condition. The Police
hed little reputation ether for efficiency or for
honesty. There were frequent complaints
regarding the corruption and extortion of the
Police. The oppression of the Police was an
important cause of severd popular risngs that
occurred in the Princdy States of Orissa in
the latter half of the 19" Century. After 1905,
geps were taken in dl the dates to organize
and drengthen the Police system. The period
under review saw the foundation of
reorganized police system in the Orissa dates.

Under the organized system, the posts
of Superintendent were hed by the British
Officers. The officials who assisted the
Superintendent or Inspectors were Sub-
Ingpectors, Assigtant Sub-Ingpectors, Havildars,
Writers and Congtables. Punishments were
given to the police personnd for breach of
discipline. At the same time in cases of
ingtances of good detection, the police officers
concerned were suitably rewarded. In
1907-08, the total police force in the dtates
conssted of 428 officers and 1,936 men. Even
then the police adminidration was defective in
several ways and needed thorough
organization.*

Dr. Saroj Kumar Panda

In 1908, the chiefs sent their own
officers for training at the Police Training
College at Hazaribagh. They passed ther
examinations successfully. By 1915-16,
atogether 67 candidates had been trained and
by 1935, 435 numbers had been trained. The
Head Congtables of the states were also sent
from time to time to undergo training at the
Nathnagar Training School. In 1928, the
Politicdl Agent observed that the standard of
police work was risng gradudly owing to
more men beng traned a Hazaribagh and
Nathnagar. Efforts were dso made to raise
the standard of literacy of the constables.
There was a special primary school for
congtables in Dhenkand dHate?

The Chowkidars in the villages
performed the duty of village police. Their duty
comprised reporting commisson of offences,
movements of professond criminds and arrivd
and departure of srangers. They aso helped
the police in the detection of crimes. Crimes
like burglary, theft and dacoity were common
in the states. Good harvest often showed a
decrease in the incidence of crimes while failure
of crops showed an increase. The cattle thefts
were common and continued to be a nuisance.
Murder was committed mostly among the
Adivass who were less sophigticated and
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preferred immediate revenge to take recourse
to police and court. The modus operandi of
professonad criminds were wal-cutting and
lock-breaking. Generdly cash, clothes, utensils
and jewdry were dolen.®

In the early part of British rule, the ex-
sates of Nayagarh, Daspdla, Ranpur and
Khandapara had their own police system. In
1816, a new policy was followed by British
Government, according to which these dates
were placed under the jurisdiction of the
crimina courts and the police power of chiefs
was made subject to the supervison of the
superintendent.* Till the end of 19" century,
the Rgas did not maintain regular police
gations. The Police duties were performed by
the Paikas or cultivators holding on a tenure
of militay service® Due to the absence of
effident and wel-organized police sysem, crime
was on the increase. The heinous crimes like
dacoity, highway robberies and murder were
frequent.®

After the disbandment of the Paikas
(landed militia) and organization of regular
police sysem, the police force in the four
States under study were as follows in
1907-08.

The police force of Daspalla state
consisted of one Sub-Inspector, 11 Head
Congtables and 25 Constables. Besides these,
there were dill 112 Pakas in the gate’” In
Khandapara state, there were one Sub-
Inspector, 3 Head Constables and 38
Congtables® The police daff of Nayagarh
dtate consisted of one Sub-Inspector, 10 Head
Constables, 10 Writer Constables and 35
Congtables. Besides these, there was a dtaff
of resarve police officers condging of one
Jamadar (Head Constable) and 20
Constables® Similarly, the police staff of
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Ranpur state consisted of one Sub-Inspector,
5 Head Constables and 21 Constables.*®

The budget provison for Nayagarh
police, for the session 1938-39 was
Rs.49,828/- where as the actua amount spent
under this Head was Rs.31,335/-. The excess
provison in the budget was made with a view
to pay dsate share of contribution to the
Eastern States Joint Police Force, which was
not pad during the year. The actud expenditure
under this Head in 1938-39 was Rs.28,482/-
where as the figure for 1939-40 was
Rs.31,335/-. The excess expenditure was due
to the maintenance of an extra force that was
employed towards the end of the year
1938-39.1

In 1941-42 there was no military force
in Nayagarh dtate. A section of the Eagstern
States Joint Police Force was Stationed at the
Headquarters under the supervison and control
of the Inspector Genera of Police and Police
Advisor to the resident for the Eastern states.
The totd strength of police was 133. They
included 1 Inspector, 5 Sub-Inspectors, 8
Assigtant Sub-Inspectors, 3 Havildars, 1 Body
Guard, 9 Writer Constables and 106
Congtables. There were adso 72 Guns of
different pettern in the Police Reserve of the
State.*2

In 1942-43, the police administration of
Nayagarh was regulated according to Police
Act (Act V of 1861 and Orissa Police
Manual) as far as practicable. The entire
Police work was carried on in accordance
with the provison of the British Indian Crimind
Procedure code as applied to the state. The
Department was in charge of an Inspector of
Police. But for greater efficiency and better
management of the Department, the post of
Chief Police officer was crested during the
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year. The totd strength of police a the end
of the year was 120 3

The police adminigration of Ranpur date
remained under the administrative control of
Nayagarh Durbar till the end of the year 1945
and afterward it was separated. There were
4 police gtations and 3 out posts besides one
Police Beat at Godiput during the year. The
tota strength of the police a the close of the
year was 114. The tota expenditure during
the year under police administration was
Rs.64,442/-, out of which Rs.60,789 were
pad from Nayagarh date treasury whereas
Rs.3,653/- were paid from Ranpur state
treasury. During the year, 18410 bore muskets
were purchased through Eastern States Joint
Armed Police Force. Thus at the close of the
year, the state was in possesson of 43,410
bore muskets which were the prescribed
number sanctioned for the date

The village Chowkidars used to submit
in the police dation of every week datistics
of birth and death in the villages. Their atus
was being gradudly improved by giving them
uniform at regular intervals and a fixed
dlotment of jagir lands. Rewards were aso
granted to Chowkidars for good work. The
total number of Chowkidars in Nayagarh was
386.55 In the year 1945, the post of more
Chowkidar was created. Out of 387
Chowkidars, 22 were getting cash
remuneration a the rate of Rs. 4 per month
each and 2 were at the rate of
Rs.6/- per month. The rest of the Chowkidars
enjoyed jagir lands measuring 2060.97 acres.
220 Chowkidars were rewarded with
Rs.154/- for regular attendance and good
work in connection with detection of crimes
and criminas?®

Some Pans were branded as crimina
and to them attributed the dacoits and highway

robberies. The kothgarh system of the
detection of pans at night was introduced in
the states of Tacher, Dhenkand, Nayagarh,
Khandapara and Daspalla in 1923. According
to this system, the village headman forced the
Pans to deep in one place in order to keep
watch over them a night.r” It was abolished
in Nayagarh and Khandpara during the year
1925-26. It was dso abolished in Daspdla
except in the case of those pans who were
active criminals®

JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION

During Durbar adminigration, in the ex-
dates of Orissa, the respective rulers were
the heads of jusgtice. They were asssted by
the Dewans or the superintendent and a
number of subordinate officers to ded with
civil. and crimina cases. Still the judicia
administration in the states was far from
stisfactory, it was defective in severd ways.
Various reasons led to the denid of judtice to
the people. Firdly, there prevaled persond
rule in the dtates. The cases were generdly
decided according to the sweet will of the
ruler and not according to laws. Secondly,
the various codes of laws were not enforced
in these dates. Thirdly, a lot of discrimination
was practised in the judicid sphere. For the
same crime, some were punished lightly and
some others heavily. There adso prevailed
widespread corruption in the ranks of police
and adminigtrative machinery. The greatest
advantage of the judicid system of the Princely
States was that, it was speedy and
inexpensve!®

The sanads granted to the chiefs in
1894 and 1905 aimed at contralling the judicid
powers of the chiefs. Sanads bounded al the
chiefs to adminiger judice farly and impartialy.
In the disposal of civil judice, the chiefs of dl
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the states had full powers. But it was open
to Politicadl Agent to advise the chiefs where
injustice and hardship had been done. 2°

In 1927, the Bar Association at
Baripada was formed with all the legal
practitioner of Mayurbhanj. In 1933, the
Mahargia of Mayurbhanj established High
Court in its Capitd Baripada The Dewan
acted as chief judtice, other judges being the
goecid judicid officer and the dtate judge?!
In 1934, the Ruling chief of Petna established
High Court in his Capital, Bolangir. The
Maharga had the power to grant pardon. 2
However, the High Court of the Patha State
interpreted laws and inflicted punishments on
the Culprits. The Patna Bar Association in the
Patna State was founded in 1938 consisting
of seven members out of which five were
law graduates and the rest two were muktiars.
2 During this period crime was on the whole
light and not of serious neture. Heinous crime
was extremdy rare.

In 1927-28, the Superintendent of
Nayagarh reported that good results had been
obtained by the cancdllation of dl old powers
of Attorney which were held by professond
Agents. This had reduced the number of cases.
The large reduction of the number of suits
indituted in this Sate were, however, chiefly
due to adoption by the date of the Indian
Limitation Act2* In 1939-40, the adminigtration
of civil and crimind judtice was carried on in
accordance with the principles of enactments
in force in British India The Indian Pend
Code, Crimina Procedure Code, Evident Act,
Limitation Act, Civil Procedure Code, Hindu
Law, Stamp Act, and Court-fees Act, Police
Act and Police and Jal Manuals were grictly
folowed in the daes. During the year, the
scde of Court fees was brought in conformity
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with the Court Fee Act of Patna High Court.
One of the main changes during the year was
the gppointment of a Special Judge who had
been delegated the High Court powers
exercised by the ruling chiefs in cvil and
criminal appeals. Rai Bahadur Lokanath
Mishra, an advocate of Patna High Court and
the Public Prosecutor of Puri had been
gppointed to the post. He disposed of 6 civil
and 22 crimina appeas during the year.
Ancther change worth of mention was the
delegation by the Ruling Chief, the powers of
Sessons Judge to the Dewan. Consequently
the Assgant Dewan was invested with the
powers of a Magidrate of Firg Class and
civil power of unlimited jurisdiction. A post of
third officer was created with second-class
magistrate powers and civil powers up to the
vaue of Rs.250/- for speedy disposal of
cases.?®

During 1944-45 in Khandapara State
the Civil Court was separated from the crimind
Court as an experimental measure. The
judiciary dso functioned independently from
the executive as the common High Court
functioned its busness The State joined in
the scheme with Nayagarh and other dates
of this group. There appointed a common
digtrict and Sessions Judge with headquarters
at Nayagarh state. The state contributed
Rs.551/- towards the maintenance of the
Didrict and Sessons Judge?® Ra Bahadur
Lokanath Mishra, Specia Judge continued to
exercise the power of High Court in the date
till 30.07.1945 when the common High Court
for the Chhatisgarh and Orissa gate functioned.
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From Nanpur to London :
PrafullaMohanti : The Painter of Sgns

Nanpur, arematevillage, in Jgpur district
of Odisha, stands on the fertile bank of the river
Birupa, atributary of the Mahanadi. The village
is55 miles south west to Bhubaneswvar, the capitd
city and 33 mile south-west to Cuttack the main
city of the State. The land is flat with the open
paddy fields separating the village which are
hidden behind mango groves and pam trees.
Smdl hills beautify the areas adjoining the village
rigsng directly out of theground. The soil isdluvid
and fertile. The dimate istropicdl.

Houses having mud walls and thatched
roofs rise clugtering in a ground and each house
isdivided with smal roomsfor privecy and shelter
fromthesun. All the mud walslook artistic when
the housaewives decoratethewallsand floorswith
rice paste for festivas or ceremonies. Different
pictures of birds, fruits, vegetables, deties, gods
and goddesses are drawn beautifully that could
easlly watch the atention.

All thevillagersarethe Hinduswho follow
the cagte sysem drictly. Religion isthelifein the
village but it is a curious combingtion of bdliefs
and superdtitions. The village consists of six
settlements, each one belonging to one caste.
People are very hospitable and god-fearing
Everybody respects the village deity Mahdia
Bhudhaand hishdpissought inthetime of crises.

Theriver Birupagiveslife and identity to
the village. It is a meeting place for the villagers,
who useit for bathing and washing. Onitsway to
the Bay of Bengd, it meets the river Brahmani.
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In this village Nanpur, the writer and
painter Prafulla Mohanti was born in 1936 to
Bipra Charan Mohanti and Ramadevi. Finishing
hisprimary and High Schoal inthevillage, hewent
to Berhampur for College education. During
1955-60 hestudied architecturein Sir J.J. School
of Arts, Bombay and won a scholarship to study
town planning at Leads colleges of Artsin UK.
which proved to be the turning point in hislife.

After obtaining a diploma in town
planning, PrafullaMohanti worked asan architect-
planner with a greater London Council from
1965 to 1970, but gave up job to devote himself
to creative art. Hehasbeenlivingin London since
1956 vigting Odishaand Indiaevery year dividing
his time between painting and writing.

The village environment, as Prafulla
Mohanti believes made him a painter. When he
picked up the mud chak at the Chatasdi of the
village Abadhan to draw threecirclesas Brahma,
Bishnu and Maheswar as the beginning of his
education, hispainting skillsdeveloped. Inhislater
life, he could redlize how the repeated practice of
drawing cirdeson the ground helped him not only
to draw good pictures, but aso develop good
handwriting both in Odia and English. Therising
and setting sun defusing crimson colour in the sky
dtirred theimagination of the child PrafullaM ohanti
who could find thevermillion spot on theforehead
of his mother smilarly related to them. The
vermillion spot on theforehead of hismother was
amilar to him to the setting and risng sun. This
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scenario-dirred himtoimitatethe sameinthemud
wadls with his clay chaks. He went on drawing
different pictures on thewalsof hishousethat he
cameacrossin hisvillage. The bathing womenin
the river, worshipping of the village deities,
returning of birdsto their nestsin the evening, the
home-ward movement of caitle at dusk etc. could
be drawn excellently and lively during his
childhood on the mud walls of his house. Such
activities gave enough indications that child
Prafullawill be afamous painter in future.

Time was waiting for him in Bombay for
hisgrowth asan artist and to blossominto alegend
asawriter in London. When hereached London
everything to him was new and avkward. Hehas
narrated those details in his “Through Brown
Eyes’. In Bombay, he for the firs time, was
separated from his village and could redize the
depth of hislove for it (village). Though he was
living far from hisvillage, mentaly hewasinit and
hewent on painting thewallsof hishostd roomin
therice paste that was pai nted on the occas on of
the festive seasons in the village. He reminisced
every occasion and each person of hisvillageand
painted many picturesrdaingtoit (village) which
he exhibited in London.

He was fortunate to get scholarship for
higher sudiesin Leads in London. He sailed to
London with much speculaion and when he
reached there, he found everything strange and
opposite to India. It was very difficult to adapt
though he was staying with Tom who was his
bosom friend in Bombay. The manners, dress,
food, rlaionship and everything were different.
When Tom's mother greeted him saying “Good
evening”, he wondered and thought how could it
be evening when the sun was Hill in the sky to
set ? Food was served to him with spoon but the
dish and its utendls were grangers to him. He
thought how to take food before starting esting.
He could not sleep’ comfortably due to the
softness of the bed and started meditating.
Unknown himsdlf hefell fast adeep only to wake
up to the chirp of bird at dawn.
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London was totaly anew land for him.
He came here for higher sudies but his mind
waswandering in hisvillage, though hisbody was
in Londan.He could not forget a minor incident
of hisnative place and could not adapt himsdlf to
the culture and circumstances of the London life.
In the cool night, he went on reminiscing his logt
childhood and passing of late nights ligening to
beautiful stories from his grand mother and
mother. Now, he is redising the sgnificance of
the stories that have been verbdly transmitted
from one generation to another. He writes dl the
gtories he had heard from his grandmother and
mother in his famous “Village Tdes’. After that
theworld knows how Indian women are the best
story tellers though they were illiterate. The
didactic soriestold by the Indian women to their
children and grand children while lulling them to
degpinnight revedstheartidictdent of thevillage
illiterate women.

Before going to England, he heard many
things about the land which attracted him. But
when he reached there, he found the land barren
in persond relationship. He seemed to lose his
entity in such avast metropolitan city. Finding river
Themsextremely polluted, helonged for theriver
Birupa which is a meting place for the village
people. In parks, grown up boys and girls sat
closeby close and were seem kissing and hugging
eech other. In Indian village or in town boys and
girls are rarely seen taking each other which is
grictly forbidden. Sound pollution, hello hai
relationship, artificid lifeand manners, secondary
relationship among the neighbours made him to
escape to his own village from the fadt life of
London.

He immortdized this love for his village,
Nanpur through painting and writing, may be to
escape from the hedonistic London and to tread
intheworld of hisvillage. HestatedMy Village,
My Life, amply narrating each incident, events,
persons, occasions and village culture in which
hewas closdly related. Thevillage charactersand
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their personal accounts are so pathetic and
disturbing thet they could be only redized. The
writer mixed and interviewed his villagers and
narrated their levelsof pathosand painwhich have
been filmed by BBC. Most important things of
my village my lifeis the description of the village
craftsand ther sun-setting movementsdueto the
development of industrial goods which are
flooding the nearby markersof Nanpur asaresult
thevillage craftamen —potter, carpenter, Ironamith,
weaver, oil man, goldsmith are gradudly losing
their jobsand importanceinthevillage. Agriculture
often fdlsin the mouth of flood and faminedriving
innocent people into penury.

Due to development of industries and
town, the village life undergoes aradicd change.
Those who stay in town and come back to the
village temporarily excited the people to follow
them. The geography of the village changes due
to developmental activities sponsored by
government. Road, communication, dectricity,
pucca houses, piped water, tube-well have
changed the village which Prafulla Mohanti
narratesindetall in Changing Village, Changing
Life. Nanpur isbeing changed geographicaly as
the National Highway No.-5 passes through it
dividing the village into two smdl hamlets. Smal
town Bdichandrapur near the village has grown
up into a being town bringing dl the consuming
fadilities replacing the house into consuming units
ingead of producing ones. The rigng indudtrid
and urban modd of life hasbrought about achange
in the leve of thought of the village people.

Theimpact of western culture wasfound
only in the big town in pag, but now the village
people are bring westernized in their way of life.
Joint families have been reduced to nudeusfamily,
the naturd village man has been replaced into an
atificda maninmannersand thought. The spiritud
vaues are gradudly being eroded by the thought
of materidism. Emotiond attachment is being
replaced by rationalized relationship.
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When Prafulla Mohanti went to London
thevillage sanctity wastherein Nanpur. Hewants
the same to be maintained and it should be
continued for anaturd living in the lap of nature.
He comes every year to Nanpur in winter and
gaysin hisvillagefor two months. Heis shocked
to find that his loving village is gradudly being
westernized losing itsnatura villageflavour under
the surge of an dien culture for which he comes
from London every year being suffocated in its
atmosphere.
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Epigraphic Evidences of
Narasingha Avatara of Jayadevas
Geeta Govinda
Bharati Pal

Theilludration of Dasavatara Tattwa inGeeta
Govinda by Poet Shree Jayadevais an epoch-
making creation. The ten incarnation of Lord
Vishnu has world wide acclamations.

Our Oddis dance
and musgcisenriched in this
theme of Dasa Avatara.
Among this ten incarnation
Narasingha Avatara is a
significant contribution of
Kabi Shri Jayadeva. The
description of Narasingha
incarnation is found widdy
garting from stone, bronze,
inscriptions, Pattachitra
anddsoinpadmleaf panting.

The Narasingha
Avatara or the Man-lion
form of Vishnu, in which
Hari destroyed the infidel
king Hiranyakasipu, who
threatened his own son
Prahalada with death
because of his devotion to
Hari, Hiranyakasipu had been given a boon of
invulnerability by day or night by god, man or
beast, inside or outside his palace, and to
overcomeit thegod gppearsat twilight asaman-

lion form (Narasingha Avatara) indde a pillar
and reaches out to destroy the king. The literary
and epigraphic sources throw considerable light
on this Narasingha Avatara of Vishnu.

The earliest epigraphic
evidence on Narasingha
Avatara is found from the
SripuraStone Inscriptiont of
Mahasvagupta Bdarjunaof
Panduvamsis of 8th century
A.D. Theinscription begins
with an invocation to
Purusottama. Then the
next three verses are
elevated to the praise of
Narasingha Avatara of
Vishnu. The inscription
describes that “Narasingha
protect you, who looking
with eagerness & his own
nails, for the enemy
Hiranyakas pu who had not
been secured for being torn
withthese (claws) happened
to see him hiding through
fear in the cavern-like cavity in the interior of the
deep hollow of those (nails) with alaugh (at his
foolishnessin taking shdlter inthe placewhere he
could eadly curshed out) joy at finding him out he
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spilt thedemon at once with the point of the other
claw and threw him away withwrath like dirt that
had collected there.

The Gaya Inscriptior? which belongs to
about the 7th decade of 9th century A.D. begins
with an invocation to Purushottama and then
immediately proceedsto describeand praisehim
“who conquers as Jagatinatha ........ who
appears as Narasi ngha, goreading hismanewho
has destructed by hisnailsthekings of the demon,
that glorious Lokai Kanatha, Jagannatha and
Loka Kanatha are genera epithet, which may
be used for any god. However the fact remains
that thisinscription congtitutes aclose connection
between Narasingha and Purushottama
Jagannatha.

An indentity between the names
Purushottama and Narasingha may have been
intended by an inscription in Khguraho® dated
953 A.D., who coinsanew wordPurushasimha,
hereVasudevaisaddressed asthewho incarnates
in the form of boar and Purushasmha, Purusha
may of course be used here in the form of man
and Smha is lion or literary means man-lion
incarnation.

The Harsolm copper plate* grants of the
Paramaraking Siyuka open with in invocation of
god Vishnu in his Narasingha incarnation.

The Ajmer stone inscription of the king
Vigrahargaof the Chauhan dynasty’ refer theten
incarnation or Dasa Avatara like (1) Kurma,
(2) Mina, (3) Varaha, (4) Nrusingha,
(5) Vamana, (6) Jamadagnya (Parasurama),
(7) Dasayanta Krit or (Dasarathi- Rama),
(8) Krushna, (9) Buddha and (10) Kalki. It dso
Sates that how Lord Vishnu in his Narasingha
Avatara killed the demon king Hiranyakaspu.

The Chatesvara Temple inscription of
Anangabhima compares Chodagangadeva with
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the Narasimha incarnation of the god Vishnu.

The Yewar sones® inscription writtenin
old Karareselanguage refershow the God Vishnu
in hisNarasingha Avatara torn the chest of the
demon king Hiranyakaspu.

TheNarasnghastoneinscriptiory of king
VijdaDevaengraved on ablack stone has been
attached on the western wall of the Jagamohana
of the temple of Nrusmhanath. The epigraph
beginswith aninvocation to god Nar asimha then
it states that Vijalacleva, son of Vaisa Rgadeva
having hisresdenceinthetown of Patnabuilt this
templeof Virala Nirasimhanatha Svami, onthe
Gandhamardana hill for being blessed with ason
through propitiation of the God. He also
presented a necklace of precious stones aong
with 100 cows to the God.
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Subatern Consciousness in Odia Poetry
AnApproach

At present many placesin outlying Odishadubbed
beneath the pressure of a war like situation
between ultras left and the security forces. The
operationa dtrategy of the former appears like
gaining strength posing aformidable chalengeto
the state machinery. Isit alaw and order problem
aone? Unless the Government takes a serious
view of this socid catastrophe, further damages
to the state can't be overruled.

Socio-economic disparity leading to
unemployment, poverty, malnutrition and such
other indicators of a faling society come to
occupy our mindset whenever we come forward
to tackle a problem of this kind. The idea of
emancipation of Ddits is an off shoot of this
burning issue. In a globa sphere, problems
covering internationd issuesmay not generatethat
much heat equdisng this. Both Government as
well as socid thinkers has to think aloud to find
out a olution or ese it will cost further human
lives and properties thus forcing many of us to
cry inwilderness.

When we closdly watch the ebb and flow
of an Indian society, severa scenes occupy our
mind. Let us hear such kind of areal story
sketched by P. Sainath in his book ‘ Everybody
Loves a Good Drought’

Aswini Kumar Mishra

“Almost dl the labourers are migrants
from the Kaahandi-Nuapadaand Bolangir areas
of Orissa. They are trying to escagpe hunger a
home — by daving at brick kilns in Andhra
Pradesh. RanaNahak isvery pleased, though to
learn that | vidted his native Tarbod village in
Nuapada just days earlier. Weredl in the village
well when you went there?’

“Mean while, the old man movestowards
the stocking area. Each brick he carries weighs
about two and a hdf kilos and he carries twenty
of them. In the course of the day, he could make
forty fivetrips between pit and yard adistance of
25 to 50 metres depending on which end of the
stocking area heis headed for. And he would be
lugging dong 45 k.g. on every trip. Each carrier
doesthiswith ahdf-running goose-seps of agait.
They maintain thissort of rhythm to avoid dropping
the bricks and to be able to do the required
number of trips. When the old man with or without
thead of hisfamily members haslifted nearly two
tonnes of bricksin this manner, they earn around

ninerupess.” !

Although the above sceneisin retrogpect
way back to the year 1996, nothing much has
changed so far except a smaler increase in the
vaue of human labour.
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Soisit not the need of the hour for the
poetsto sketch the stress and strain of thistoiling
class, who has been deprived of minimum
necessties in life. The burgeoning middle dass
to which mgjority of the Odia poets belong, as
yet think it prudent not to portray asubject matter
of this kind presuming it unattractive. In stead,
they drip with their creativity picking subjects at
random which hardly have rdevance for many.
“Ingtead of fabricated Stuations and imaginary
problems, the life around us should be portrayed
redigicdly”. So time would be out of gear, if a
poet starts booking plot in the moon. It is high
timeto think of lifeinred terms.

A book entitled “Tdisman” is trandated
from Tamil into English written by Thrumaa
Vdavan and thetrandator isMeenaKandasamy.
Some excerpts

“For the solereason of their being people
of the Cheri (in Tamil, aDdlt ghetto), Dditshave
excrement and urineforced into their mouths, such
crudtiestake place in broad daylight without the
least bit of reserve. Recently, in Madural digtrict,
a woman poured excrement mixed in water on
theface of Muthumari, aDdit woman of theKeda
Urappanur village, in front of saverd others. The
woman who did this was an ‘Upper’ caste
woman! How can a person be awriter, if sheflhe
does't surge with emotionseven after shelhe sees
and hears about such atrocities?’ 2

Of coursg, itistruethat the literary world
rarely bothers an incident of thiskind. The fancy
of middle class stands like afilter to avoid such
scenes in any creative form, may be story or
poetry. ‘Such historical records have been
destroyed only because the history of the
oppressed people is continuoudy blacked out.’

Subaltern consciousness in Odia poetry
is more akin to Dditism and its depiction. The
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framework initiated by Mahaima Jyotiba Phule
and Bhimarao (Babasaheb) Ambedkar, athough
took itsroot in Maharadtra, it left inddible prints
in the minds of severd intdlectuds, poets and
writers belonging to different languages and
literatures including Odia. However, some
scholars lay their opinion such as “It wants to
enable the Ddlits and others to viasudise the
intdlectud journey from the immediate to the
abgract from the familiar to the universa from
the empirical to the theoretical .®” Subaltern
CONSCIOUSNESS is more or less amilar to that of
portryd of Dditiam in literature.

Romila Thapar, the Historian “traces the
roots of this category in Pdi literature in which
Dalit means “the oppressed”. Sunita Reddy
Bharati goesalittle further. She says*“ Today, the
subaltern communities that have been
discriminated against for centuries identify
themsalves as Ddlits. They find anew identity by
coming together with the perspective ‘Ddit is
dignified’ thereby reecting the sub-human status
imposed on them by the Hindu socid order.”

Subdtern consciousness can aso have
new bearing againg an established tradition of cult
hood preaching several abstract theories.
Gangadhar Pantwane's letter to Zdliot in 2001
may add further thought to this. He says“To me,
Ddlit is not the caste. He is a man exploited by
the socid and economic traditions of thiscountry.
He doesn't believe in God, rebirth, soul, holy
books, teaching separatism, fate and heaven
because they have made him adave*". In Odia
poetry Sachi Routray, Rabi Sngh, Brganath Rath,
Hussain Rabigandhi, Sadashiv Das, Prasanna
Patsani and many others have spdt out thistheory
inawider form. For instance, they are commonly
ble for the genera readers.

Where isthe Almighty ?
the sky and the
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gust of wind
reverberate in my ear
no........ not the least.

Whereisthe Almighty?
Sachi Routray
Tr. A. K. Mishra

Sachi Routray, the veteran of Oriyapoets
negates the existence of God in unmistakable
terms. Similar is with Rabi Singh, another
connoisseur in the line. Surendra Mohanty, the
Noveig once said, “In poverty and humiliation
personslikeyou and | shal go down to astage of
roughness but for a poet, it makes him sted
tempered.” Heamed at Rabi Singh, therebel poet
championing thecauseof Ddits. Hisrhythmicurge
explores matching creative impulse to fuse with
the cause of the oppressed. The God, lone
judtification of worship is now besmirched with
the blood of akilling. It is not understood, if by
saying this, he has acknowledged the existence
of a super power or something, the other way
round.

Rdigion

can't be the cult of acoward

or the meanness of communaism
man, wherever

belongs to the same sect

eh! Why don’'t you appreciate
this amdlest truth.

“An wwn
Rabi Singh
Tr. A. K. Mishra

Rabi Singh’'s poems are models of
amplicity, dthough at times accused of clogged
thoughts. While evaluating Odia poetry, it is
proved that emancipation of Dalit isvery oftenan
overlooked chapter. Our poets dedl mainly with
soft-focus theme, so that there is no scope for
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bitternesswith any one. Something like crying for
a flower when the whole garden is engulfed in
fire. One has to take care of the society, when
the society takes care of onesdlf. Itisaset pattern
of naturd law and Odia poets subscribing to the
ideaof Dalitism uphold acommon consciousness
on this. Hussain Rabigandhi cries “The kingdom
of appetite expands to the horizon, before which
the vast empire of Alexander looks smaller.
Prasanna Patsani’ s poems define his connection
with ground reality a cumulative mundane
subgtance, defying any experiment in the name
and style of modernism. What kind of myopic a
king could be!

The king could come across
no tear-drops

on the blade of grass,

leaves of the tree

turns yellow

not even asingle bird is seen anywhere
the eastern sky

fades away

into the thick migt

the king ydled

with agmile

dawn of agolden age
breaks againg my land

tofill years of void.

“TheKing” ®
Tr. A. K. Mishra

Here, the poetic tone is anti-feudal,
laughing fun a the throne while taking Sdes with
the cause of the oppressed. Raghunath Das poem
leads more to its persuasive theory of depicting
the severity of human trade. Heemphaticaly takes
the cause of the oppressed, say downtrodden.
Higoricaly, in afeudd hierarchy, subjugation of
labour force at thelower strata has been rampant
Excerpts.
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Ehking! Listen

there is deafening sound from
thunder, the raw human flesh

was put to sale

for aprofitable gain

but now, one has to figure out

in details, both principa and interest
daves are not we

in no wey lifeisfutile

no....... not a all.

“Gana Peti” ©

Raghunath Das
Tr. A. K. Migra

Manmohan Mishra lent out a trend
espousing the cause of workers and peasants.
During 50s emergence of labour strike becamea
common phenomenon in severa industrial
establishments. Mishra's poems, with lyrica
grandeur proved their mettle for many and the
labour class found the same as their ways of
emancipating them from socid oppression: Like
Pablo Neruda, the Chilean poet, commented by
another poet Garcia Lorca, Mishraiis ‘closer to
blood than to ink’.

Themoreistherise of Sn
anguish and rule of despot
urging on with the whip of
exploitation

the more would be the mood
for ason of the sl

to get awake

in tearing the poison out,

for letting the nectar in.

Manmohan Mishra
Tr. A. K. Mishra

Patterns of social dedl, as carved out by
higher castes, were followed dogmatically by
lower castes because of a notion to acquire
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greater prestige by the latter. In Maharastra,
Mahatma Jyatiba Phule and othersvoiced againgt
this blind following. Resultantly, women became
arbiter of their own detiny. Thefreedom of choice
to decide upon one' sown marriage stood solidly
againg the systlem of child marriage. Inmarriage,
dowly sdf-choice became the deciding factor in
Stead of the materid attainments of parents like
property, socid statusetc. Theevilsof dowry got
opposed in severd platforms by none other than
women folk themsslves. The wesker voices of
women find mighty echo inthe poems of Giribaa
Mohanty, Kanakadata Singh and others.

Responsibility of Odia poets gradudly
increases to devote their cretivity for the cause
of Ddlits. The committed group doesn’t agreeto
theideaof experimentsin poetry throughimagism,
impressoniam, exigentidiam, surredismand such
other ‘isms found inthewritingsvery often. Ddit
aestheticism doesn’t agree to the concept of
beauty in ‘sunrise or ‘moonlit night’. 1t doesn't
prasea‘rose or ‘jasming asthey have nothing
to do with taming the bellies of hungry millions.
Their basic endeavour isto highlight the concern
of downtrodden more in the form of sharpening
their consciousness againg the rottenness of the
society. It is not the fact that a Ddlit writer does
not love to see the dancing of butterflies in the
mid-arr or thetwinkling of starsinthemid horizon
but they count such scenes as back benchersin
the teeth of a fluid class based vision. In a
succession of toiling moments, when we see
farmers gticking to their ploughs in country Sde,
rarely any one looks at the vast ky to derive
aesthetic solace out of it. Let ustake acase study
from P. Sainath’'s ‘Everybody Loves a Good
Drought’.

It wasin July 1985 that Phanas Punji, in
her early thirties, shot to notoriety. She had, so
thestory went *sold’ her fourteen-year-old sster-
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in-law, Banita Punji, to the nearby blind Bidya
Podh. He paid Rs. 40.00 to buy Banita and use
her as a ‘domestic servant’. When the society
sendsshock wavesto massmediathrough anews
of this kind, will not the same society expect a
much better sense and sensibility from the pen of
its poets. This reiterates an earlier saying of the
poet Shelley “that poets are the unacknowledged
legidators of mankind.” Stephen Spender, the
British poet putsit in other way: “Y et | would not
care to dispute the truth of the observation of
someone who said that amodern poet, launching
forth his dim volume of verse today, is like a
person dropping a feather over the edge of the
Grand Canyon and then waiting for the echo.” 7
Dadlit poetry or poetry based on Dditism can not
borrow anything from an observation of thiskind.
It is dtogether a pardld set up to communicate
its effectiveness like an incandescent spirit.
Spender says ‘The contradiction between’
‘personal issues’ and ‘newspaper issues
disappears when one reflects that no newspaper
issue is a subject for at unless it is fet by the
artig as one affecting him persondly.” But what
would happen when even newspaper doesn't
take care of highlighting events hgppening a the
ground levd ?

Ashutosh Parida, the poet, satirises a
davish tongue and the destructive phases of one's
identity. The broken status of a Dalit is well
pronounced :

Let you

fulfil thefirg condition
of tempted davery,
offer up the tongue

in your own hand
cherishing afree will,
turn into adumb

to testify a full-proof

loyalty, well

voice of protest
doesn’'t sound from

“Sacrificing the tongue”’
Ashutosh Parida
Tr. A. K. Migra

‘Humen RightsWatch' intheir compiletion
entitled “ Broken Peopl€e’ (2001) have conducted
sysemdic investigations into the affairs of Ddits
in India. On Dadlits, there have been critical
comments in the book such as “They may not
use the same wells, vigit the same temples, drink
from the same cups in tea gdls or lay clam to
land thet is legdly theirs. The caste sygem isan
economic order. It prevents some one from
owning land or recelving an education. It is a
vicious cycle and an exploitative economic
arrangement. Land owning patterns and being a
high-caste member are coterminous.
(R. Balakrishnan, Chairman, Tamil Nadu
Commission for Scheduled Castesand Scheduled
Tribes). &

Appropriate legal step in safeguarding
condtitutiona guarantees in the form of freedom
and justice are to be ensured through state
meachinery. “Untouchability” is prevented vide
aticle 17 of the Condtitution of India. Further.
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(prevention of atrocities) Act, 1989 is there to
uphold dignity of these communities and govt. in
the hem of affairs is sufficiently armed to ensure
protective measures. At both state and district
level, state and district level vigilance and
monitoring committees function as envisaged by
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(prevention of Atrocities) Rules, 1995 andthe Act
both. Unless atrocities on these communities are
redressed effectively and implementation of both
Act and Rules are enforced drictly, eradication
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of cagteviolenceand discrimination will il remain
an unsolved proposition. Article covering sec-14
of Indian Condtitution spdlls out dearly that the
gate shdl not deny to any person equay before
thelaw or the equa protection of the lavswithin
theterritory of India. Smilarly article 15 expresses
prohibition of discrimination on groundsof reigion,
race, caste, sex or place of birth or any of them.

Like Hindi Dalit autobiographies as
reveded from thetext from Tiraskrit by Surgpa
Chauhan “The Thakur's ground was very big.
And my back was bregking to clean such a big
area. That day, | realized how much pain my
mother must fed when she cdleans such a large
area and picks up the dung of the cows and
buffado.” Although these are in prose lines, this
has safely been experimented in Odia poetry by
poet Basudev Sunani in his poetry collection
“Asprusya’ (Untouchable) :

See ! He houses

in the outskirts of the village
bathes separately

in the pond while a wak
maintains distance from others.
We have built up

road to our dwelling places
without devating the verandah
and making the same

like a cow-shed

s0 that people could identify
from a distance, that

isthe front yard

of the untouchable.

“Go to the outskirts of the village”’
Basudev Sunani
Tr. A. K. Mighra

‘Dalit Panthers', set up since 1972,
pioneers the cause of Ddit in Marathi literature
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with Arjun Dangle, J. V. Power, Namdeo Dhasal

and many other poets as its front runners. They
are writer-activists too. ‘Poisoned Bread', ‘No

Entry for the Sun’, ‘Homdessin My Land’ and

many such anthologieshave been edited by Arjun

Dangle. He writes. “Silenced for centuries by
caste prejudice and socia oppression, the Dalits
of Maharastra (formerly called ‘Untouchables’)

have only in the last forty years found a powerful

voice in Marahi literaure” In “An Ultimatum”,

poet Yashwant Manohar expresses’ | fill a
foreigner among the people, bearing the burden
of such abagtard life’ °

Sadashiv Dash welcomes the advent of
anew culture with an eye on every working force
to get due share of hislabour. The changes might
be in the form of turbulence transgressing its
ergwhile morbidity.

Who are those waves
of the Ganges,

the fertile soil

the bird of smiling grief
like fragrance from flowers
and chorus of colourful
approaching days
who knows him

who has stirred up

the violent orm

in the cdm water.

‘Aspiring freedom’
Sadashiv Dash
Tr. A. K. Mighra

Bharat Mghi, the poet abhors al beliefs
relating to image worship. Through Poetry, he
determines fresh vaues denying metaphysical
equations with divine power:

Past night
| have sold away
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the necklace, Kaustubha

of the God, the earring

of MaLaxmi

and in exchange

consumed drinks

intherura haat of Habaspur.

‘Conspirator’
Bharat Mghi
Tr. A.K. Mishra

Ranjit Guha in his book “Subaltern
Studies (V)" dates “Higtorians should not in my
view rank forms of consciousness on a scale
(which isinevitably ethnocentric), but rather see
how consciousness relates to specific historica
conditions and ways of life in different
circumstances.” 1° At times, some of the Ddlits
form an opinion that it is due to their sheer fate,
they are pushed to this corner of their life. One
may judge upon how rationdidtic or logicd their
opiniononlifeis Unlessthey accept aninevitable
crudty of aliving force through such anideg, life
may becometoo severefor themto leavethrough.

The poets express their concern for the
downtrodden and in their deeper quest for a
meaningful life acts like panacea for a morbid
society. To them the vaues of the past seem like
cheating which cannot shine any morel Poetry
may be the matchgtick to dispd the gloom that
encircles them like a luckless circle. It may
communicate a sacred lovely tune, as if from a
golden flute. May be asweet fragrance surviving
the ondaught of ar pollution. Ther revolt is no
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meaningless. It is certainly for a cause and the
cause has to be dissected more and more.
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Unemployment Magnitude and
Left Wing Extremism

We stand mere spectatorsasthelig of indigenous
terror groups operating in India has swelled to
27, making India home to the world's largest
number of domestic terrorist organisations. It
seemsthat the Maoists are interested in enlarging
their area of influence outsde the jungles of the
‘Red Corridor’ that runs from the Nepa border
downto AndhraPradesh. They have been setting
up urban bases with the am to penetrate and
influence policy makers, judiciary, media, civil
liberty, human rights, culturd, Ddit, women and
youth organisations. The Maoist leaders are
motivated largely by their desire to seek politica
power indisguise of fighting for genuinegrievances
arigng from the political, economic and socid
hardships of the suppressed tribals.

It is Indid s long neglect to develop the
tribal areas which has created large pockets of
alienation against the government and these
pockets have become the spawning ground of
Maoigt terrorism. The governments concerned
haveto take note of the genuine grievances of the
tribelsand dedl with them inasympeathetic manner.
There has to be a system for a prompt enquiry
into dl dlegations of excess and it is here that
activigts like me can contribute to reach the base
redities and unvell the truth. Extremism cannot
be effectively countered without modernising and
strengthening our rura policing and the rural
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presence of the inteligence agencies. Not only
the affected aress but aso the tribal aress and
coastd belts, which have not yet been affected
by the Maoist virus, have to be developed on a
crash basisin order to prevent the spread of the
virus to them. There has to be an equa focus on
severd entities like education, employment,
immediate settlement of disputes, environment
protection and even providing security to the
suppressed. The failure to develop the road
infragtructure in the rurdl areas has facilitated the
gpread of Maoist terrorism. Hence that must be
strengthened.

With “Human Development” being the
focus on the radar of the world devlopment
community, there is a greter emphasis on the
performance and progress of the socia sector,
the scope of which has expanded far beyond
education and hedlth in Odisha There are bunch
of socio-economic problemsi.e. unemployemnt,
poverty, land dispute, displacement, distress
migration, improper communication, food
Insecurity etc. which have comeinto noticein the
aress dffected by Left Wing Extremism (LWE).
Congdering thisboth the Center and State Gowt.
has taken lot of steps to overcome the Stuation
but till it has not reached at the target point due
to severd factorslike unsystematic addressing the
needs of the youth and people as well, loss of
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livelihoods, failureto addressland entitlementsetc.
However, unemployment is one of the mgor
problems in the affected areas becauise teen age
youths are inclined towards ideology of LWE
whenever they fail to earn at least for their day to
day maintenance. Later on; this leads to severa
problems like highly frustration on govt.
mechaniam, srengthen emotiond atachment with
extremely poor valunerable groups and so on.

Unemployment is becoming a serious
problem in Indiga, though accurate estimate is
difficult to obtain. About 7 million people are to
[abour force every year and the number is dso
increasing &t fagter rate. But on the contrary the
economy growth is not creating enough jobs. Of
course Indiais such alarge country thet nationd
averages can be quite mideading. In fact each
date in India has a great populaion than most
developing countries. In the development arena
population and human development should go
hand in hand. Unemployment is the problem of
problems and it has made our youths Naxalites.
Educated youths are deprived of dl deserving
comforts and their growing discontentment has
given scope for the speedy growth of Naxalism.
It isthe basic problem which has given birthto a
number of disconnected problems, such as,
poverty, socid disorder, insecurity, maintenance
of law and order etc. Asamaiter of fact, itisthe
prime duty of the Planning Commission and the
Government to provide suitable jobs to dl those
who are unemployed. Dantewala Committee
(1969) appointed by Planning Commission
subjected a new approach to the estimation of
unemployment in India. The committee stated in
its report, that in an economy like Indiathere is
very little open or chronic unemployment but there
would be considerable unemployment or
underemployment particularly in rurd aress. As
per the Govt. norm the unemployment would

estimate that if a person working 8 hours a day
for 273 daysof theyear isregarded asemployed
on astandard person year basis. Onthe basis of
recommendation of the Dantewala Committee
NSSO in its 27*" round gave three estimates of
unemployment such as usua principa status
employment, weekly status unemployment and
current daily status unemployment. As per the
Task Force report unemployment ratein Indiain
1999-2000 was 2.2% (UPSS) concept; while
according to specia group report given in May
2002 it was 7.32% (CDS Concept). The
unemployment Stuation in Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
and West Bengd was very grave, both in 1993
94 and 1999-2000. Later on it clearly showsin
2011 Economic Survey that in Madhya Pradesh,
Chhatisgarh, Odisha and Jharkhanda status of
unemployment has been incressing at fadter rate
in comparison to other states. In present scenario
these areas are badcdlly covered by Left Wing
Extremiam.

The number of unemployment in India
increased from 2.01 crore in 1993-94 to 2.66
crore in 1999-2000. The labour force in 1999
2000 was about 363.33 million (36.33 crore)
which has gone up dgnificantly during 10" plan
period. Asnotedineconomic survey of previous
years based on NSSO data, employment on
Current Daily Status (CDS) basing during 1999-
2000 to 2004-05 had accelerated significantly as
compared to the growth witnessed during 1993-
94 to 1999-2000. During this period about 47
million work opportunities were created
compared to only 24 millionin the period between
1993-94 to 1999-2000. Employment growth
accel erated from 1.25 percent per annumto 2.62
percent per annum. However the labour force
grew at faster rate of 2.84 per cent than thework
force, unemployment force also rose. The
incidence on unemployment on CDS basis
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increased from 7.31 in 1999-2000 to 8.28 per
cent in 2004-05. Employment growth in the
organised sector, public and private combined has
declined during the period 1994-2007. This has
primarily happened due to the decline of
unemployment in the public organised sector.
Employment in the establishments covered by the
employment market information system of
Minigtry of Labour grew at 1.2 percent per annum
during 1983-94 but declined to -0.03 percent per
annum during 1994-2007. However the later
declinewas mainly dueto adecreasein the public
sector establishments from 1.53 percent in the
earlier period to-0.57 percent in thelater period,
wheresas the private sector showed acceleration
in the pace of growth in employment from 0.44
percent to 1.30 percent per annum.

Itisclearly undergtood that in Odishathe
projection of magnitude of unemployment at the
end of the year 2011 will be 13.93% (source:
Economic survey 2009-10) which isone of the
important factors behind the growth of LWE in
Odisha. In spite of that the number of HIV
affected youth isincreasing a fagter rate; which
is the mgor hindrance for the economic growth
of locditiesand country aso. Exisence of poverty
can not be attributed to a single cause—be it
landlessness, unemployment, education, hedth,
caste or religion. There can be only a broad
identification of causes. Land and asset
ownership, education and occupationa patterns,
hedth and physica well-being dong with others
can be consgdered as influencing the level of
poverty and regiond disparities. Infact, Education
has dways been a determinant of one's income
and upward mohbility. Qudity of schooling and
yearsof college education help raise productivity
and entitle students to ther jobs and earnings.
Provison of education right from the primary stage
assumes sgnificance. This is where the deficit
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gartsinthe under-devel oped regions of the State.
With a very poor infrastructure and absence of
the requisite number of teachers, sudents in the
backward districts/regions have frustrating
experience in the schools. Most of the students,
as they come from socio-economically
disadvantaged communities like the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes are scared of the
teachers (fear of corpora punishment) and do not
find anything interesting to hold them onto the
schoolsand gradudly they start withdrawing from
the schools and start looking for jobs in the job
market which can offer them only low paid
ordinary jobs. However; displacement hascertain
visible costs and can be given a monetary
dimengion. Its invisble cods like family crigs
social dislocations, emotional crisis and
disturbances, loss of community attachmentsand
local culture and the threat perceptions can be
imagined but can not be calculated. Making
investments in steel may be easer than building
schools and equipping them with the right kind of
teachers. It is still more difficult to create a
sustainable source of income and livelihood for
the affected people. Plants can be set up but the
wasted Common Property Resources (CPRS)
cannot be created. Once displaced, people may
find dternative ways of earning a living but will
not forget the trauma of separation from their
ancestra land.

Inspite of that there are also less
opportunities for the unskilled and skilled
agriculture based workersin LWE afftcted aress.
The LWE are adso trying to spread their red
corrider across the State through recruiting
unemployed youth from coastd aress. In present
scenaio it is expected that LWE are dso equaly
powerful to fight againgt the Governemet. So it
would be better option to youth problem and
encourage them towards mainstream. In this
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regard the PM’s felowship scheme is a great
opportunity for young bloods to prove worth.

Hopefully it clearly indicates that one need not be
in the armed forces to protect the nation. In a
nation every citizen isa oldier and they have to
protect the nation from the internal disturbances.

There are some of the suggestions mentioned
below.

e Sudainable job opportunity for the youth
after completion of higher secondray or fal
a that leve.

e Ensuresudanablevocaiond traning for both
boys and girls.

* |ntervention of life skill based education

e Extensve support of beauracretic

¢ Addressng governance needs

e Tragperancy and accountability at eachleve.

e Entitlement of forest and land rights

e Mutud understanding between LWE and
govt. functionaries.

e Open house declaration of al decissons
taken at the top level for affected areas and
LWE' s development.

e Development of al plans through equd
participattion with affecetd people.

e |[ntegrated with CSOs and other stake
holders.

e Promote skilled labour intensive projects
conddering their potential.

e  Empowering locd sdf governance system
through youth.

e  Sengtization of gender issues

e Minimize the police action and raise
friendship hands towards devel opemnt.
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In favour of sociad changewe should
create amore egditarian society where peoplewill
leave with dignity and get judtice at dl levels
without any discrimination. This usudly involves
a concern for those in society who are
disadvantaged relatively to others and an
assumption thet there are unjudtified inequdities
that should be reduced or abolished. Our noble
accomplishments and immediate action can
suppress the risng extremism and it shal be our
extreme honour to be a part of this misson.
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Faith in the Matrix of Doubt: Comparing
Kantakavi Laxmikant’ s Poem “ Sabuthiru Banchita
Kar” and John Milton's*“On His Blindness’

This paper compares the Odia poet Kantakavi

Laxmikant Mahapatra’s poem “Sabuthiru
BanchitaKari” (depriving me of everything) and

John Milton’ ssonnet “On HisBlindness’ in order
to highlight how the notes of gpparent profanity
and doubt in the poems concedl the poets' deep-

rooted spiritud convictions, andfaithin God. Both
poems are very moving, and pull at our

heartstrings by expressng the anguish of two

tormented souls contesting to find meaning in the
divine order. The amilarity in the poems further
relatesto, insofar as the poems voice the poets

grief, smilar physca deprivations which both
underwent in their lives: Laxmikant became a
leper, and Milton went blind. The poems, in

guestion, echo their poignant desperation and

helplessness in the face of skepticism and

debilitating infirmities.

Laxmikant’s poem is addressed to God—
in particular, to Lord Jagannath—since the word
“jasabana,” used in the firg line of the poem,
makesingtant referenceto the* patitapaban bana
of Lord Jagannath. The holy ‘bana (flag) flutters
intheNedachakrafor theddiveranceof thefdlen;
hence the name * patitapaban.’” But the poet sees
no deliverance for him. The poem, thus, Sarts
with aquestion to God, and the toneis extremely
moving and pathetic:
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Sabuthiru banchitakari keun jasa bana udaiba he?
Jaha deithila sabu ta nelani
Au ebe kisa chhadaiba he (1-3)

(Depriving me of all, what flag of fame shall you fly,
O Lord ? When you have snatched away everything
you gave, Whatelseisthereto take!).

Faushbly, it seems that the poet accuses
God for theinjustice he has suffered at Hishands
becauseheisimpoverished by Himwho had once
prospered him. To the poet, it is certainly
contrgpuntal to God' s mercifulness However, the
reader faces aparadox asto what the poet redlly
wants to say: whether God has not given him
anything, or hastaken away everything from him.
But it is clear that the poet has got nothing now,
and for this, as he feds, only He is responsble.
Thus, the reader takes no time to discern the
resentment in the poet; but not for nothing this
resentment has set in. The poet’s discontent
gathers more force in the succeeding lines with
the use of such words like “asa’ (hope) and
“pbharasd’ (faith). Thejuxtaposition of thesewords
underscores his argument that only they run to
you, who expect from you; and now that | have
logt faith in you, and want nothing ether, | am
free from your grace, or fear:
Sansare je karai asa, dhaen sina se tumha pasa.

Sakalabharasajaratutilani,
Kisaboli taku daraiba he? (4-6)
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(Those who covet, run to you.
How can you frighten me
When | expect nothing from you?).

It is perceptible that the expression is
more sentimenta than profane sncethe argument
wel-nigh displaysacridity, but it hasno bitterness
of blagohemy. Itissmply aninquiry to God asto
why He is cross with him, the reason why he
auffersthe miseries and vicisstudesin life. In any
case, the manifestation of this disbelief, dbalt
dight, weekens the poet’s wish for exculpation.
Since the poet is dismayed to find himsdf being
continualy tantalized by any prospectsof gainthat
might come from God, he has, by this time,
guarded him againgt being anymore wheedled by
Him. The words “theki thaki” (frustrating and
frugtrating), “chatara’ (trick), and “panchichha’
(planned), used for God, seem to border on
blasphemy, but the sweetness in the accusation
makes the dtuaion even more emotiond. The
murmur of discontent, in redlity, servesto solidify
hisfath in God.

But the poet is again ridden with an
apprehenson that whether God planstoleavehim
in the lurch, which iswhy he has ceased from dll
work, or hope, and as a result, has practicaly
nothing to do with God:

Tumbha phanda edibi boli sabu dhanda delini theli
Chari daudi je kati sarilani
Keun phande taku jadaiba he (10-12)

(I have ceased from all, just to be free from you.
He who has no dreams or hopes,

How can you lure him?).

In the last lines of the poem, we see an
interesting but emotiond Stuation: God isseento
be enticing the poet to cometo Him, and the poet
isskepticd of it. Hehasafeding of disrugt toward
this divine invitation. The poet feds, now that he
has understood what iswhat, it is safer to protect

oneself from further dangers. How very
interesting! How very emotional!—the
quintessentid human-divinerdationship. Thelines
highlight theinextricable relaionship between God
and man, or the devotee: the former is forever
merciful, and thelatter, forever doubting. Thelines
are, indeed, very moving:

Hatathari lobha dekhai daka nata dekhiba paen
Sihan karuchha ahuri thare ki
Nakaghasi kana modaiba he (13-15)

(I know why you call; I know your pleasantries.
Do you plot to chegt me again ?).

In Laxmikant's poem, the speaker is
never cynica, nor does he seem to relgpse into
melancholy; rather in a pleasant vein he engages
himsdf with God in a lugubrious, sentimenta
dtercation. If a dl the poem typifies rdigious
doubt, as we see, for example, in Alfred
Tennyson's In Memoriam (1850), the doubt is
not exactly profane. It ismorein the nature of an
inquiry into the nature of divine operations.

Milton's poem isSmilar to Laxmikant’sin
many respects, the most salient being doubt
maturing asfaith. Both poems are painted dmost
on a gmilar canvas. they are generated by the
poets persona grief; both poets are fraught with
dishdief; both inquire into the mystery of God,;
and both, findly, commend their soulsto God, in
an dtitude of placid resignation. Milton’s horror
at the fact of his blindness, coupled with a
foregone frugtration in gpprehending a falure to
execute hismisson of life, ispresented inthe poem
in a heart-touching way, highlighting a smilar
desperation in Laxmikant’s poem. Whereas the
cause of Milton's sadness is easy to spot, in
Laxmikant’s, the melancholy does not pinpoint
any particular cause.

The firg stanza of “On His Blindness’
presents Milton’s helplessness in a chiaroscuro
of “light” and “dark”:
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When | consider how my light is spent

Ere half my daysin this dark world and wide,
And that one talent which is death to hide

L odged with me useless,

though my soul more bent (1-4).

The poet’s helplessness can be fdt by
empathy. Theexpresson, “dark world and wide’
manifeststhe desperation sincethe poet probably
feds that from this time onwards he will have to
fed hisway through an unfeding world. Hisonly
regret isthat the* onetalent” given to him by God
would lie usdlesswith him ashewon't be ableto
use it in the best possible way. The poet’s
consciousness of an accountability entrusted upon
him by God, and the consciousness of adehilitating
blindness place the poet in a perplexed state as
to what he can do amid divine expectations and
physica discomfort. Hisimpassioned questioned
to God pertainsto this obvious difficulty, impeding
his will to serve (“though my soul more bent”)
visavis God's exaction of work. The poet is
delighted by the thought that perhaps God will
not be very displeasad or taxing with him since
heisblind, and thus, he cannot do asmuch ashe
isexpected to. While he gratefully acknowledges
the grace and benevolence of God, he also
highlightsan essentid qudity that man mugt possess
and maximize: Patience. Milton' s sporadic bouts
of skepticism are leavened by “Patience,” which
ispersonified. It may aso besad that “ Patience,”
inthispoem, serves asthe voice of God, intended
to quell thefearsand doubtsfrom the poet’ smind.

A rdigious poet, Milton's sublimity is
marked in thefollowing lines, which assaveratea
poet’ s convictions :

—But Petience, to prevent
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That murmer, soon replies, “God doth not need
Either man’swork or his own gifts. Who best
Bear hismild yoke, they serve him best....

They also serve who only stand and wait (8-14).

The lines exemplify and encapsulate
Milton's high philosophicd thoughts God does
not need anything from man; the best service to
God is contingent upon best bearing “his mild
yoke” and further, it is important to “stand and
wait” in order that we could serve Him. Thisis, in
fact, the summation of the poem. In Laxmikant’s
poem, theire of the poet, however sentimenta or
pleasant it may be, contrastswith Milton’ squaity
of, or indstence on “Patience.” But the degree of
emotion in Laxmikant’s poem imbues the poem
with an extremdy conversationa and persona
touch. Milton’ s sonnet exudesreverencefor God,
whereasthe gpparent irreverence in Laxmikant's
Is but another face of devotion and love.
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