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Vo nati
Sin [endU?itrl;(;na{Na‘fvake”ing is really vital
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Wil d nation i is when the soul awakens
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Maharashtra and in the literary actlwtyrotf
Bengal.  Even here it was an undc.zn:clqrre 1%
the peculiar termperament anq vitality .c
India struggling for self-preser.vano'n und‘erj
load of foreign ideas and foreign rorms‘ha‘rj
it was not till in tha struggle bt:—twafar? thase
;ttwoaelements the balance turned in favgur
of the national Dharma that the_ salvatlo:;
of India was assured. The .resrst;_mce. o
the conservaiive element in : Hm’_dmsn:],
tamasic, inert, ignorant, uncreative Lhou.g
it was, saved the country by Preventing
an even more rapid and thorough dlsmte.;g.ra-
tion than actually took p!ace- and by g-j\_n’]ng
respite and time for the pe_ersnsrent natlon_ai
If to emerge and find itself. 'It was in
Srzligion first that the soui of fr?dlg _-dw‘o}ie
and triumphed. There were always }!-]der-
tions, always great forerunners, but it wgs
when the flower of the educated youih
of Calcutta bowed down at the ,_feet of an
illiterate Hindu ascetic, a self—lrlu|n|."1alec|
ecstatic and ;mystic”  without a single
trace or touch of the alien thought or educs-
ticn  upon him that the battle wag won,
The going forth of \/ivekananda, marked
out by the Master as the heroic sou| destined
1o take the world between hjs tWo  hands

and change it, was the first visible sign to

the world that Ingia Was awake not cnly in

survive but to conquer, Afterwards when
the awakening wag complats, 5 saction of the
nationalist movement  turneq in imaging-
tion to a 'eéconstruction of the recent pre-
British past in all its details. This coulq not

be. Inertia, o expand and

alter, hy calls tamas,
and an excagg disinte-

gration Aggression is

nal eliminati
€ worlg,
and

things of th

living
been pliable

Wways
thrown
Carried
its treasures, Made

; lue it had ang endeq
I wholly dainexing | driving it

Hinduism has al

: . n
out by rendering its further contm;i:éli?or;
the country Durposele;s andL e
impessible.  Whencver it has..ﬂ_OD s
defensive, it has centracted within narro

ione of deCEl‘,’
limits and shown termporary signs of

Once the soul of the nation was awakeanlg
religion, it was oniy a matter of ﬂmgn b
opportunity  for it to throw .rt's!e e
spiritual and intellectual actlwtle‘s«. S
national existence and take pOSSanI‘? o
them. The outburst of anti-European eethe
which followed gn the partitio.n 'géveness
required Opportunity. Anger, wndrctlvsable
and antipathy are not in themselvgs lau e
feelings, but God uses time for His purr_J‘mva
and brings good oyt of avil. They d s
lislessness  ang apathy away and repléj_fm
them by energy and 2 powerful  emoti ed-
and that energy ang emation were Selihe
upPon by the national self and turned to

inst
uses of the future. The anger 89?;16"
Europeans, the vengeful turning upon

Co nmercoe

and its production, the antma!:\f
to  everyihing associated with them engeCy
dered a powerfyl stream of tenc.ie.“ed
turning away from the immediate anghcusdv
Past, and the spirit which had  alrea ¢
declared jtself in our religious life .entered
in by this broad door-way into politics, an
Substituted g Positive  powerful yea'rnlﬂlg
towards the national Past, a still more lehII:
and dynamic yearning towards a "uor
national future, The indian spirit hai‘:icﬁ
Yet conquered the whole field of our poli -
in actuality, puy j is there victon_ousl‘/nd
sentiment ; the rest g 4 matter of time, =
everything - which  is now happening RS
politics, g helping o Prepare for Its o
and  potent expression. The f%.ture s
NOW assured, Religion and politics, i
Ve and vital expressions

tWo most effactj ; lised.
the nation’s ges having been nationa

: . eeds
the rest wi| follovs in due course. The nnoW
of our religious ang political life are
vital

s
and real forces ang it is these nezttie
which wil 'econstruct our society, rec;recial
and remould oy industrial and Commerart,
life and foung @ new and victorious hich
literature, science ang philosophy W
Will be noet European but Indian.
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art and literature
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for the .
Stddenty br"at'c’“a' spirit in  politics
0 jts esseou-ght back Bengali literature
wasinou”em'al and eternal self and it
ealisation cent national songs that this self
i came.  The lyic and  the
Poignant ¢ the spiric of simple, direct and
SIra;thmW“"'p'eSSlon, of deep, passionaté,
EXalteq Ent;-:ld- emotion, of a frank and
e and B ‘;Sfasm, the dominant note of
Stongth 11 akti of a mingled sweetness and
. the potent intellect dominated bY the

lf-illumi
umin
. feeling at:d he«’:_lrt, a mystrical exaltation
and spiritual insight expressing
racti-

itsals . .
Cafilti,w't:_a plain
lteratUr; 1_3 is the soul of Bengal.
Sart fro Itr;;-order to be wholly alive
gy indull:e ?ase and, whatever variations
0 engal, againln' never lose touch with it.
- Satisfy jiggl fthe national spirit is seekingd
Nee he elf in art and, for the first time
Sthog i degtine of the Moguls, a
!he Sthog| national art is developing itself,
Ethe feundcf which Abanindranat
T the foret-ar and master. Itisstill f
som "‘«'hichlgf‘I though  Asiati influencé
l1“‘91?1ing Its master started, and has
ewalopm of an exotic appearance, put the
"ationg| ent and self-emancipation of the
;_n alre:glf from this temporary domination
here q ly  be watched @n sollowed.
2 ressgai.n’ it is the spirit of Be that
fUr €S itself. The attempt s A
hat which

concreteness and p
All our
must

Wiy T
llsr]fgrmleisl|m:t . o athilfaa
ad N art and illimitable is the attempt
" more The Greeks, aiming a2 smalle
More D e easily attainable ant - hieved @
thsicafrfect success. Theif instinct for
snsti”(ltf form was greatef then ours: ou
un&rior Or psychic shape an jour Was
Ihe bro Ol firurel et LS solve
ahe Ob'b!em of expressing the oul '|n
Q:hie\,inéect, the great |ndi3n ai \i\!l’-lﬂe
N ffecata new the triumphant €© nff"j?
as° Adiay, interpretative 0" an Cofgr
\/ ths g has so strong @n instinct 2 i
Deda“tis engali, in addition the mnFa”‘
af?w 'ulnn -Of all Indian races- e an ;ce
Wd. Str impulse towards ica .gr
thuc tength' and it is thes® Jitie2 tIo
al:rne hﬁ’ new school of art has inst ctl\f;
Dey, 1 its first inception- nable t© mld
relics i
hould

|n . 'BCt
tud'an model in the $°2" .
Mg, 27 it that it ¥
s was only naturd 0
Pan for help, fof delicac <

are there triumphant. But Japan has not

the secret of expressing the deepest soul i

the object, it has not the aim. And t};n
Bengali spirit means more than the unioe
of delicacy, 9race and strength ; it has th:
mystic  impulse ; it has the passion
and concretness and as in our
ur ari we See these ten-
an emaotion of beauty,
a nameless sweatness  and spirituslity
pervading tha clear line and form. Here
too, it is the free gpirit of the nation begin:
ning to emancipate itself from the foreign

limitations and shackless.

No department of our life can escape this
great regenerating and resconstructing force.
There i5 not the slightest doubt that our
society will have to undergo a reconstruction
amount 1O revolution, but it will
Europeanisat':on as the average
dly hopes: put for a greater and

realisation of the national
Not individual selfishness
suming struggle but love
£ individuals into a single
national impulse. It
the past by the bond

n the joint family, by the bond of
mmunism in the village system,
d of hirth and a corporate sense

caste. It may seek a more
bond in the future.
follow the

lyrical
for clarity
literature, SO in o
dencies emerging—

not be for
reformer blin
more perfect
in society-
and mutually con

inding ©
ble life is the
fulfil itself in

mmerce also SO
irit and European model, the

ompetitive selfishness, the bond
in the jointstock company

st an most dangerous develop-
o-operative Capitalism- the giant
n syndicate, We shall

rebuilding @ healthy
rial life- se bonds which
ndi together. India moves to a

|ife than the world has

yossible and it is when sh2 has
et of expressing hersalf in
activities that her industrial
o will become strong  and

It is not the

n hitherto largely a
tendency to shape our-
mould of Europe ; but it
o its guard against  any
to cling to every detail that has haen



Indian. That has not been the
Hinduism in the past, there is no  reason
why it should be so in the future. In all
life there are three elements, the fixed and
pPermanent sprit, the developing yet cons-
tant soul and the britile changeable body.
The spitit we cannot change, we can only
obscure or lose : the soul must not be rashly
meddled with, must neither be tortured into

spirit  of

(“The Karmayogin”, No. 2, 26th J
1909).

une,

a shape alien to it, nor obstructed in its free
expansion ; and the body must be used'as
d means, not over-cherished as a ﬂ]IPQ
valuable for its own sake. We will sacrrflce
N0  ancient form to an unreasoning
love of change, we wili keep none which the
national soirit desires to replace by one that
is a siill better and truer expression of the
undying soul of the nation.
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Sﬁ:i"k_and white—
= ‘thwmgs of a century:
Lay e dark womb of numP ni
pulseless
'1(')1'19 vision, cult and
f many a luminous age-
In Mahenjodaro and Harpp@
Ata stirringd moment
of near forgoite” past
That earthen lamp ©
InquisitiveneSS
Which was it gently

pOVanas
§ Homa

ght

penancé

i‘n several Aryan T2
ln the sacred flames ©
£ the frenzied praye’’
Tamaso Ma Jyotirgamaye' :

?f countless Rishis- g
n the layers of ,Ritanch?@ tyanc a,
Flashed the strea™ © eternd light
From the Himalaya® o Cap comorin
Satyam, Sivam, SU daram
Emanating from the forehed
of Himavanta i
That Sachhidanan a :
.Gange ¢h? yamuné Chaivad
Godavari Gara watl o
Narmade sind
Floode ith stream
And flow of fOB iy
The whole ©
Wwith the high flood acstasy
wholé of Jan;bu

AHMANAN DA PANDA
Nanda)

SHRI BR
(Translated by Praharaj S.








