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TRADITIONAL LAND TENURE AND THE KANDHA OF
ORISSA - A CASE STUDY FROM KORAPUT.

Land and Soclety :

Most human beings live on land andi it Is natural
that the structure of human socleties should reflect their
relationship with land that supports them, It has been
claimed that the Idea of "territory” - the essential and
basic Idea of a place, which Is home and which be-
longs to no one else - is so deeply based in man'’s evo-
lutionary heritage that it constitutes an instinct,

The Idea of a territorial boundary Is natural to
man, and hehas always defended his resources of food
which are primarlly land-based. Land has a dual
function, as living space and a source of food, Most
societies attribute speclal rights over the resources
found In their own territory.

The nature of what is valuable in ong’s teritory
depends. of course, on how the people get their food,
tor instance. those who depend on agriculture value
fertile and well - watered land.,

it is more appropriate to discuss rights to land
rather than to ownership, because there may be
ditferent ways in which resources are shared. The right
to use lendisrelated to membership ofthe group which

(34)
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occuples the territory and implies open acceptance
of its norms and rules and of the authorities that enforce
them.

Land : a category of Property :

Property Is a conceptual way In the folk system
for linking the system of material culture with the soclal
system. The Idea of property subsumes q set of social
relations and a set of things. "Property” is only one of
the possible relationships of people to things. The
relationship of people to things is universal.

Land has a very direct survival relevance for
farmers. herders and hunters. A fundamental point with
regard fo an agriculturist's rights on productive
fesources s his relative stability. The Chinese, Indian and
European peasants are rooted in the soils of their
fathers. In contrast to such continued association with
one spot Is the recycling of land by the shifting
Cultivators, For herders, land is significant as pasture:
hence the abundance orscarcity of fodder and water
for their livestock determines the notions of property.

. Erofessor. Deptt. of Anthropology, Utkal
Jniversity, Bhubaneswar - 757 004



Position of land in Agricultural Economy :

Land s a factor of production along with labour,
capital and organization, and in many parts of the
world it is not in short supply. Like air and water, if is
avallable to all and resembles what economists call a
kind of *free goods", However, even when land is not
scarce as a means of production, there tends to be
another factor which makes people value it and
demarcate it. That Is its value as a site.

In any modern soclety land, both as a factor of
production. and as a residenticl site, is marketable
commodity, and has a pride place in market exchange
in @ "contract - dominated" soclety. Land is valued
depending on its location and what It can produce.

In India, land as a factor of production is more
often used in the agricultural context. Agriculture forms
the backbone of the Indian economy. and despite
concerted effort forindustrialization during the last few
decades, agriculture occupies the prime place. The
Importance of agriculture and hence of land, can be

best explained by considering the role of agriculture
Cs per the following.

0] Share of Agriculture in the National Income -
Agricutture cantributes a very high share to the national
income in India, though in recent years the share of
agriculture in the national income has been

decreasing. As compared o other countries, India has
an agricultural sector which Is still the dominant one in
the country’s economy.

()] Agriculture Is the major source of livelhood and
70% of India's population depend on it, A very high
proportion of India’s working population is engaged in
it.

(D] Agriculture s important for industrial
development in India. It has been the major source of
supply of raw materials to leading industries, such as,
coftton, sugar, jute, vanaspati, tabacco ete.

Land Tenure :

The soclal significance of land fenure in any
society depends upon the economic uses of land in
fhat society ond upon Its legal and Institutional
structures. This complex variabllity preciudes easy
generalisations from preconceived ‘laws’ of economic
or social development.

In a general way, a certain parallelism of
economic and legal development may be faken to
lead from the mere collective tenure or community
ownership and extensive cultivation of land to the more
individualistic and instensive: use, In simple cultures the
radius of movement of the primitive hunters and
nomads is necessarily large relative to the size of their
social units becouse of the small part ployed by labour
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In the exploitation of flora and fauna. But with the
growth of population and development of technology
agricultural uses of land slowly commenced. During
early times there was collective and corporate tenure,
However, this collective tenure furnished the setting for
gradual Individual tenure, elther when common uses
of land supplement the Individual uses or when
collective administrative fghts limit these individual uses
or even create them by perlodic reallotments. Some
phase of tenure In commonality Is thus characteristic
of most agricultural systerns down to the rlse of the
peculiar Individualistic property concept connected
with modern entreprenurlial capltalism.

The vesting of land tenure in an Individual as
distinct from a social group. whether of contemporaries
or ot successive generations Is thus a very modern
concept Incapable of complete fulfiment of need of
people even in a capitalist economy. But so also is land
tenure as an individual right exclusive of other
concurtent rights,

Subjection of land tenure to collective or public
controlls the supermposition or splitting up of interasts
inland through “private” transactions. The multiplication
of private interests In land have taken two torms First,
there Is the verhcal division of property or possessory
rights leading eifher to the feudal distinction between
‘dirgct’ and ‘indirect” dominion or to the mors
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cornmerclal relationship between the landlord and
tenant-farmer; and second, but closely connected with
the first, the laws of debt and credit have in addition
to their organizing function done so much fo shift and
disturb land tenure. With the gradual and steady
dissolution of primitive collectivism the road has been
open for more indlividudlistic debtor-credifor relations
between those who possess land, which Is regarded
as the best security, and the lenders in cash or kind
who have often been not only economically but
mentally superior to the farmers.

The connection of agricultural land tenures with
public functions is characteristic of the prevalence of
‘natural economy* and historlcally land tenures have
been bound up with the lowest personal status of
human freedom and with the highest of man'’s social
hopes.

Land Tenure : The Indian Scene :

With Its varlety of physical features and
agricultural conditions, its long checkered history of
conquest and assimilation of various races and peoples,
Indla presents a great complexity of land which was
vasted with the king while the peasants were merely
renT Paying tenants, Some scholars maintain that the
cuﬂuyotors were the proprietors and that the king’s right
was imited to taxation, But Moreland was of the opinion
that ownership in the modern sense probably did not



exist at all; and therefore the question Is, whether or
not the farmer’s right of occupancy was held subject
to king's pleasure. The whole question Is somewhat
academic for the land holders certainly had socme
vested interest In the soll they cultivated and a share

ofthe produce, whether it be called rent, tax or tribute,
which went to the king.

Subsequently, the lands of related Joint famllies
were organized into village units. Landholding was
individual, in that the families had proprietory rights to
separate plots of arable land. In addition, there were
common grazing fields and common woodlands,
Originally the village communities were composed of
descendants of a real or traditional common
parentage. With the passage of time strangers were
gradually admitted as permanent tenants, and when
competition for land became stronger, tendencies
fowards social stratification appeared. basing on length
of tenure, and bearing some analogy fo the supericrity
of ownership of land. Lands held by permanent tenants,
like those of the original landholders could be inherited,

mortgaged and sold. In the case of mortgage and sale,
land had to be offered to the Inhabitants of the village.
The permanent tenants paid a customary rent, and
unless defaulted, they could not be evicted. Temporary
tenants paid a contractual rent and were either fenants
at will or got lease from year to year. If they lasted longer

than a generation, temporary tenancles were
converted info permanent ones.

Land Reforms In Orlssa :

The history of agrarian reforms in India s one of
gradual unfolding of the rights of the tiller of the soll, in
a directlon, where ulfimately one type of tenant,
namely, the owner-cultivator, may stay onthe land with
no tenure-holder intervening between him and the
states. As in other parts of the country, the inevitabiliity
of this trend Is also noticeable in the annals of agrarian
reforms in Orissa. The historical factors underlying the
formation of Crissa as a separate province, and later
as a full-fiedged state under the constitution explain
the diversity of agrarian reforms prevaling in its various
constituent parts. They also explain the rnulﬂp\icity of

‘revenue systems and varled patterns of revenue
administration in vogue in the respective areas. The
coastal districts of Cuttack, Puri and Balasore (excluding
the ex-princely state areas) have been largely
influenced by the Bengal pattern of revenue
administration and the districts of Ganjam of Koraput
and the Balliguda sub-divislon of Phulbani district by
the Madras pattern. The system of revenue
administration in Angul ond Kondhamals, which were
parhally excluded areas under the Sovernment of India
Act, 1935, bear the imprint of statutory regulations
governing then, namely, the Angul laws Regulation,
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1936, and the Kondhamals laws Regulation, 1936.
Bargarh and Sadar Sub-divislons of Sambalpur district
(excluding Mahadevpalll P.S.) have follwed the Central
Provinces and Berar pattern prevalent in 1905. The
Agency tracts of Ganjam, Koraput and Balligudahave
a large incldence of tribal population and agrarian
relationships in these areas bear the Imprint of the
Ganjam and Vizagapatnam Act, 1938 The ex-princely
states stood on a ditferent footing and had diverse
patterns of revenue administration, each governed by
a district system of laws, rules and practices infroduced
by the state administration,

The varied pattern of agrarian relationships and
revenue systems prevalent In different parts of Orlssa
can thus be traced to thelr origin, namely, the
respective reglons to which they belonged before
being agglomerated Into a single state, There Is no
codifled revenue law, governing the land and rights
therein. unitormly applicable to the entire state. The

necessity of a series of agrarlanreforms undertaken by
the State Governmentinan expanding sequence can
be understood in this background.

Traditional land Revenue System In Koraput :
The entire district of Koraput was a Zamindary
area belonging wholly to the Maharaja of Jeypore

except for o tew insignificant vilages in Pachipetia
Estate belonging to the Zamindar of Pachipetta and
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Ranl of Kottam. The family chronicies of Jeypore
Zamindary traces the history of the feudal family from
about the middle of the 15th century till the eventual
abolition of the Zamindary system on 29th December,
1952 under the provisions of the Orissa Estates Abolition
Act.

The earllest inhabltants of the district seem to
be the Kolarlan tribes; and later on different tribes of
the Dravidlan group inhabited different tracts of the
district. The Kandhas, who belong to this group inhabit
the Bissamcuttack and Kashlpur revenue Taluks.
Bissamcuttack was under the Thatralas (Commanders
of troops) who were holding it as afeudatory to Jeypore
Estate on payment of annual tributes.

Land and forest were the main source of
revenue for the Estate’s exchequor, The Zamindari of
Bissamcuttack was freated as a type of Inam land. The
Inam lands in Koraput district were of two types, namely.
Dana or gift and Mokhasa or service. The paoyment
made by the grantee to the Mahargja was known as
Tonki or Kattubadi, the former being an Oriya and the
latter a Telugu term. Dana or grant of land used to be
made to Brahmans for religious purposes. Mokhasas
were granted in favour of the Maharaja’s relations of
otl"mer persons of rank and were subject to lapse on
failure of direct herr, Frequently a condition was
attached to them requiting the grantee to appear with




a certain number of retainers at the Dashara Durbar or
to perform certain other services. Some Mokhasa land
grants, known as Sarva Mokhasa, were made free of
all Tonki with only service conditions attached to them,
such as, worshipping certain deities, supplying the
palace with certain household necessities and
_performing domestic service In the palace.

Mokhasa was indeed granted to servants and
military chiefs in lieu of pay: of course, sometimes It was
granted to men of high position and influence, whose
tenure in the feudal administration was of a honourary
or nominal nature. Thus the Mokhasadars included
persons of varying status, ranging from a grantee of a
single vilage to a feudatory chief like the Thatargja of
Bissamcuttack. who ruled on estate of hundreds of
square kilometres and was accorded the title of Raja.

Two main types of villages were distinguished for
fevenue purposes. These include the Mustaiari villages
and the Jiralti vilages. The former included 365 vilages
whereas the latter included only 20 villages. The main
point of difference between the two types of villages
was in respect of the payment of revenue. In the
Mustajari type, the Mustaiar who is usudlly the vilage
headman or Nayak collected the land revenue
together and paid it to the Revenue inspector
collectively. The Mustajar  collected revenue from
individual families in the vilage on the basis of the

number of bullocks each possessed. But in case of Tiraiti
villages, the prevalent practice was that the Individual
paid land revenue directly to the sovereign
(Ranikudurubada). Thus the ryotwarl system of revenue
cellection was practised in the Jiraiti villages. A Mustajari
vilage could be converted into a Jiraiti one elther on
complain from the ryots or at the request of the Mustajar
for his inability to effectively collect the revenue,

i Ryotwairi System - The ryotwari system placed
the ryots in a better position than those In the Mustajarl
villages. The records and registers were of a very
elementary nature. The Estate adminlistration used to
maintain an annual Demand Register or Atukubadi

which showed the ryots and their holdings In various
villages together with rent due from each. The holdings
were described in their local names and a rough
description of their boundaries was given, the area
being estimafed either on their seed or plough
capacity. Each ryot paid his revenue directly to the
respective Firtka’s Revenue Inspector and obtained a
written receipt for the amount.

2, Mustajori Systern_ - This systemn was almost akin
to the gountia systermn of Sombaolpur, The entire amount
of land sultable for cultivation was distributed among
the tenants from fime immemaorial and all of them were
under the supervision and control of the Nayak, the
vilage headman. The tenants had no right to ownership
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because they were not glven any sort of Patta or
written documents for the lands they cultivated and
pald tevenues. The Mustalar or Nayak, who collected
revenue was granted rent free lands, called Heta-
bhumi. The rights and responsibliities of the village
Mustalar were not defined by any law and ostensibly
the Rala could appolnt anyone to the post.

3. Rental System - The exact amount of land
revenue to be levied for each plot of land was not
possible as the extent of land held by the rvots could
not be accurately determined. The extent was
generally expressed In terms of yoke or seed capacity
which was based more an eye estimation than on
actual measurement of the land. A yoke capacity of
land generally varied from 6 to 8 acres and different
areas had ditferent yoke capacities. It generally meant
an areas that an yoke of bullocks could plough in one
season. Simlilarly one putty (20 measures) of seed
capacity of land meant the &xtent of land which
fequired one putty of paddy as seed at the time of
";z:'“'g and roughly represent one acre of land.
refore, the rent value statement or Jama i di
not show the tate of rent per acre of ovob?: :frldélﬁ

only showed the name of the
ryot and the a
payable by him, e

Rent wos paid oither in cash of kind. The land
fevenue was locally known as sistu, The agricultural year
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of Faslisala was from July (Asharha-Shravana) to june
(Jyestha-Asharha). The grains recelved as rent were
stored In the granaries of the Raja and held up until
prices were high and thensold out. The cash rent, which
verled from Rs, 2/- to Rs. 6/- a plough is credited to the
account of the Estate’s exchequer. In addition to cash
and graln rents, one or two minor miscellaneous dues.
were also levied; which included_Betthi jobs (forced
labour) like annual thatehing of Estate’s bulldings.
cleaning of the Hatapada or weekly market, working
on Estate’s agricultural lands and offering of votary
animals to community deities.

Although there was a customary rate of rent,

Wwhich could generally be ascertained by dividing the
totalrent of the village by the total extent as measured
by plough or seed capacity, still ne fair apportionment
of .the same was attempted on individual holdings
owing fo the absence of reliable data regarding the
extent of land in each holding. The rate of rent for similar
classes of land varled not only from filage to village
but also from holding to holding. By dividing the rent of
cash holding by the total extent of assessed land, as
found out after sefflement, no definite acreage rate
SC:::::: c;.::er‘rf:}ineg owing to this disparity in the rent
Miiste o;i v'e disparity was more pronounced in the
r\J_espomibl f"lcges because the Mustajars were
e @ for the total rent of the village and so they
€d the rent among the individual ryots in



whatever manner they liked. It may, therefore, be said
that the existing systemn of rent was not fixed objectively
as it was not correlated with the extent and
classification of land which has a bearing on the
productivity and the income accruing to the ryot.

The term "Tenure” Is a very complex one and
oncompasses a wide variety of rights over land. Tenure
is usually used in the sense of rights, be It of a person or
a group of persons. Thus various types of rights are
included under the term tenure.

The Kandha are patrileneal, and therefore,
landed property passes on from father to the sons. A
son also Inherits the ancestral land even during the
lifetime of the father, Landed property is equally divided
among the brothers, and thus plofs may also be
fragmented. A son can never be deprived of the
landed property of his father. Daughters cannot inherit,
according te customary law, the landed property of
their fathers. If a person has no son, he may adopt a
male child. One can adopt a brother’s son or a male
child from hislineage, because the rule is that land must
remain within the Vamsa or lineage

Persons possessing land are held in respect and
esteem. The social position of a person is proportionate
fo the quantity of land he possesses. There is an inherent
tendency among the Kandha to acquire land and
thereby enhance social prestige. The Kandha also
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regard land as the best type of Investment or
dabukarchuki, Land can be exchanged for cash any
tirme and it has high resale value.

Titular Right :

Among the Kandha there Is no titular or nominal
ownership of land, They give away thelr land to thelr
kinsmen if they are unable fo cultivate them. Now-a-
days, of course, they allow others focultivate thelr lands
on share-cropping basis. This is known as batakedu.
There is another customary practice under which the
owner delegates the right of cultivation to another
person called_guta. The ferm gufa Implies a sort of
contract between the absentee landowners and the
actual cultivators for the payment of a fixed amount
of crop. irespective of the amount of yield each
season.

Local Systems of Mortgage of Land :

One of the worst form of exploitation to which
the tribals have been and are still subjected to is their
vulnerable exposure fo the tradiflonal moneylenders.
The moneylenders readily offer unsecured loans. The
average tribal has very little in the way of movable or
immovable property fo offar as security. Al that he has
in his honest desire is to fulfill his loan-obligations out of
his meagre earnings and nis land assets. The loanee
mortgages his land fo the moneylender which is called



bandha. There are two types of bandha prevalent
among the Kandha of Chatlkona, One of the most
widely practised system of mortgaging of lands is
Kodabandha or sharkhandisa. Under this system the
debtor recelves a stipulated amount of hard cash from
the creditor, and he regains the legal possession of his
land atter payment of the principal amount of loan
along with the Interest. Under this system the right to
cultivate the land remalns with the debtor.

There Is another system of mortgage prevalent
among the Kandha Is called bagabandha under this
systern the creditor keeps the land in his possession,
qnd theretore no interest Is charged on the principal
amount of loan.

Land Alllenation

Land alienation has been one of the results of
non-tribal entering the tribal areas and forcing tribals
to bring thelr land to market economy. It has been a
continuing, unresolved and unmitigated problem since
It means the loss of resource base. The Incidence of
lond alienathonis the highest of course around Industrial
ond mining complexes, growing urban certres and
areas of other Intensive economic activity.

The warking Group of Land Reforms appointed
by the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation (1978) have
drawn aftention to two important sets of court decision
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which have made protective measures for scheduled
tribes less effective. In one set of cases, it has been
held that trespass does not amount fo transfer,
Therefore, trespasser gets out of the purview of
protective law. Inanother set of cases, it has been held
that protection under the special law cannot be
Invoked by a party which has failed to invoke it at an
earlier stage of the proceedings. This gives a premium
tothevested interests against the simple tribals. Transfers
in favour of *wives® belonging to secheduled tribes is
another notorlous ‘nethod of bypassing the law. And
further, court proceedings are tardy and tribals cannot
be expected fo successfully defend themselves.

One of the import reascns for the tribal losing
command over land Is inadequate appreciation of
man-land relationship in these areas which s the
quintessence of tribal life. Whenever the man-land
equation has been disturbed It has proved disastrous
tothe tribal existence, The basis of right in land is formal-
legal. while the fribal draws authority from his custornary
law and tradition. In most tribal areas, rights exist in a
Pyramidal form. At the bottom is the triditional right of
the community, folowed by the right of the clan or
'{necge, the family and lastly that of the individual. The
zfu?;'t :J the fcmlly and individual are usually
exisﬁn{; U?;YTTICb get terminated on cessation of the

- Ihe rights of transfer are limited to a well-



Jdefined social group. absolute proprietory rights of
individuals were hardly recognized anywhere in the
past.

The system provided effective protection
against alienation wherever it remained undisturbed.
But the formal-legal system, infroduced by the British in
India, recognized only the Individual proprietorship.
Wherever records have been prepared, the traditional
pyramida system has been over-looked, and the
individual has been recognized as a proprietor which
proves to be the starfing point of loss of land In favour
of other groups. in many areas, the individual rights are
getting established but there are many areas still where
the community is frying to assert, through unsuccessfully,
Its higher claim. In some areas, the community
continues to refuse the individual ownership concept
altogether. In some other areas there has been a
pressure in favour of individual proprietorship because
of credit being linked to individual gurantees. It amounts
o compromising the position of the whole community
for the benefit of a few, suitable methods should be
devised to overcome the hurdle in the flow of credit fo
those tribal areas where the individual may not have
full proprietorship.
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A NOTE ON A RHETORICAL - STYLISTIC DEVICE IN
GUTOB (GADABA)

Language have thelr own stylistic devices for
emphasls and foragrounding. Some of these devices-
echo-words- are wide spread in all the languages of a
particular reglon. What have been called “expressives’
or 'ldeophones’ are found In a number of languages
of the Austroasiatic family, Khasi, for example. In such
languages one can subtly modify the meaing of a
word, a verb, for Inslance - by changing the vowel,
e.g. 'to Walk’' remaining the same. but with different
kinds of walking. different attitudes of the speaker to
the walking. being added.

In Gutob a technique of emphasls has been
notad where in angry, emphatic speech, a subject
pronoun clific (the subject of a verb is indicated by an
enclitic pronoun marker that comes affer i) can be
tepeated. This sort of stylistic device has not been
observad in related or neighboring languages.
Repetition of subject affix marking for other PuUrposes-
often grammatically obligatory- has been recorded for
a number of languages. but here the repetition of
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subject clitic Is not required grammatically, When it is
used It indicates that the speaker Is angry and speaking
emphatically. | will give an English analogue for the
Gutob. English-and Oriya, and, so far as | know, the
other Indian Languages have no such way of indicating
‘angry emphasis’. In the story in which those sentences
occurred It was In one case the old woman berating
her husband for being so lazy and in another the tiger
complaining to the old man who has promised to give
him his daughter in marriage but is not delivering her
who are speaking In this way,

An English sample, sentence (English compound
and auxiliary verbs are different in many ways from
those of Gutob, but this-artificial-example should make
the point) Instead of saying, simply you have just broken
t‘he plough’ - which in its gutob analogue would look
like '(Voy) pPlough have just broken-you’, the angry-
:gglc:gi form wcuk".i be’ (You) plough just-YOU have-
e en-y‘ou. This looks odd in the mock-English

mple. but is very effective in Gutab story-telling.



WITCHCRAFT, SORCERY AND DIVINATION
AMONG ORISSAN TRIBES

Witchcraft, sorcery, divination efc. are different
types of magical activities directed towards certain
ends, may be good or evil. Witchcraft Is the use of
magic to control the behaviour of another person or
persons and divination is the use of magic to predict
the behaviour of another person or persons, and also
possibly the behaviour of supernatural entity as well

Witchcraft and sorcety

Anthropologists distinguish between witcheraft
and sorcery. In the former case, there is inherent
mysterious power of certain weird aberrent persons. The
latter refers to the works of ordinary persons using
deliberate techniques and external means. Both
practices intend to do harms to others. The witch moves

through the evil spirits. whereas the sorcerer moves by
simple will

While witchcraft levels the actwvities of people
who possess supernatural force and use it for evil
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purposes, sorcery refers to the malevolent practices of
magic. Sorcerers use medicines and spells fo control
supernatural forces for evil ends. Unllike witches, who
normally inherit their ability fo control evil power and
who can harm others without the use of magic,
sorcerers must employ magical ritual to cause harm fo
their victims. Like witchcraft, however, sorcery Is difficult
to discover.

Witchcraft Is an inherent tralt and sorcery is a
learned behaviour.

DEFINITION OF WITCHCRAFT :

Witchcraft hos been defined as “the believed
use of supernatural means for harmful, evil ends’,
(Encyclopaedia Britanica. 1981 Vol. 19.895). It is either
a practice of black magic or white magic but more g
former than the latter. It s commonly used for
destructive purpose and rarely for beneficial purpose.
Fer destructive purposes it is applied surreptiousty and



flegiimately. For good purposes it is used to counter
black maglc and that ls soclally approved.

FUNCTIONS OF WITCHCRAFT :

Witchcraft has many potential functions in
soclety -

1) It provides an outlet for aggression and hostility.
a way of resolving tensions and conflicts andit provides
a convenlent scape-goat for soclety.

2) It can regulate the antagenism that Inevitably
arise in any soclal situation.

3) 1t can explain otherwise Inexplicable events such
as failure, disease, or misfortune.

4) tt can act as a mechanism for soclal control by
regulating the behaviour of members of the group.
People canbe forced to follow certaln desired pattern
of behavlour, either because they are afraid of
becoming the victims of a witch or because they are
ofrald of being accused of being witches themselves,

According to Encyclopaedia Bitannica. ‘Magic
and witchcraft need to be considered together.
Sorcery. the Hlegtimate form of destructive magic is
Closely akin ta the witchcratt in the specialsense, since
the some moral status is accorded to those believed
practice or to be invelved in it Belief In both sorcery
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and witchcraft involve magical methods of identifying
the belleved sorcerer or witch and destructive counter-
maglc may be used against either sorcer or witches.
Moreover, both beliefs are derlved from the same
world-view or cosmology, one that has been described
as the close predicament as apposed to the open ocne
considered to prevail in modern society”. (1981. Vol.
19; 895).

WITCH; THE PRACTITIONER OF WITCHCRAFT

The practitioners of witcheraft and sorcery are
designated as witch and sorcerer respectively. In
western culture and term sorcerer and witch are
frequently used interchangeably. However,
anthropologists view them as different categories.
Witches as workers of evil are usually distingulshed from
sorcerers by the belief that any one can acquire the
magical knowledge to be sorcerer, whereas the
Supernatural power of the witches are innate. it may
however lls dormant and a witch may even be
unaware of his or her special powers,

BELIEF IN WITCHCRAFT

 on Beliefin chh‘croﬁ is as cld as human society. It
perhmem‘. world-wide, and remarkably tenacious.
05992‘::0??;:::56. s quite useful. Certain essential

craft are almost universal, such as the



idea that witches are in league with the forces of evil
often represented as a devil. Also widespread is the
belief that witches enhance or reinforce their
supernatural powers by preparing concoctions of
desired ingredients and by participating in culturally
prohibited mysterious acts,

In addition to reliance on the preparation of
hideous potions and alleged participation in ghastly
rituals as @ means of maintaining or increasing their
magical powers, witches can also cause harm by purely
psychic means, by wiling someone to suffer misforfune,
or they can being mischief with a glance, as they do
with the “evil eye”.

Belief in witchraft is conveniently accompanied
by belief in various means of witch detection and in
techniques for counteracting their evil purposes of
bringing to end the crises they are thought to have
Created and thereby restoring social peace.

In any case. belief in witchcraft is widely
distributed in human seociety, past and present. Records
of such belief go back to the dawn of history.
Witcheraft- whether good or eveil, superstitious myth
or as ancient fertility religion - has played an important
partin the history of man. The witch has. since medieval
times, been portrayed in various forms, as an ancient
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crone astride a broomstick; as an enemy of humanity
able to compact with the devil and capable of bringlng
il-health and death to man and beast alike; and more
recently, as a young and beautiful creature utilising
‘time-honoured skill fo weave love, health, and magical
charms.

SITUATION AMONG ORISSAN TRIBES

Various studies on orissan tribes record the
prevalence of witchcraft and sorcery among them.
Besides, witchcraft practices have also been notficed
omong other ethnic groups, especially among caste
Hindus ond Muslims as well. The studies on fribal lite show
that their lives are governed by natural, supernatural,
and unseen forces, And these are believed to guide,
reign and regulate their lives.

Tribal life, is In perpetual dread for unknown
vagaries of nafure. Epidemics, diseases and pasts are
attributed with the wrath of supernatural beings, They
believe that their destiny Is confrolled by the
supernatural beings. The agents of the institution of
witchcraft communicate with the powers of the
malevolent supernatural forces, the ghosts, splrits, etc.,
and cause diseases, destructions, deaths, misfortune,

mishaps. terror ond the shadow of dreaded antisocial
activities.



Inferences on the practice of witchcraft among
fhe tribes of Orlssa as gathered from secondary sources
are briefly reproduced below,

SANTAL

Rout (1967) studled the belief of Santals In
witcheratt In two villages, Mahuldiha and Kantabani in
Bamanghat! sub-division of Mayurbhan] district, The
study reveals that witchcraft is In vogue among the
tribals such as Santal, Hil-kKharia, Munda. Ho, Bathudi
and other Hindu costes of Mayurbhan district.

The Santal belleve that a witch has two selves,
the physical and spiritual. The former one Is the normal-
selt which acts ke any ordinary person. The spiritual
self contalning the techniques of witchcraft departs the
physical-self and goes out on noctural expeditions,

A witch causes sufferings through maevolent
spirits, namely bonga. The occult powers are acquired
through fraining of the witch. The Santal suspect the
widows to be witches. They assume the conflict and
quarrels, chance and accident with persons which lead
them to suspect those person as witches, Sometimes

visits of evil eyes of petsons upon other petsons to
suspect the former as witches.

Each Santal village is believed to have witches
whao cause trouble to people. In some cases, witches
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are wives, daughters, sisters, and daughter-in laws of
respeciable traditional leaders lke Olha or Nanzom.
All the villagers including the elites fear the wiiches but
dare not profest them in public to incur thelr displeasure.
In daily life the witches are usually like other vilage
women and no stigma of hatred in attributed to them.

Olhas and Sakhas work as witch doctors. They
profect the soclety from the evil cruches of the witches
by Indentifying disease and lliness. They administer
divination and prescribe medicines to cure the diseases
caused by witchcraft. They keep the malevolent spirifs,
evll effects of witches and sorcerers under control.

ward off evil eyes and protect people’s health and
happiness.

Awitch when identified to be Involved in causing
grevious calamities, the Santal mind may not reconcile
it. D‘emh stands inevitable to getrid of @ witch for good.
A witch kiling takes place for individual safety and the
welbeing of the entire vilage community as well.
::::r: o?:son or persons kill the witch with the
no guilty corre\ v;lhOle vilage. The witch murderer feels
imbalance nop ®x and does not show any mentd!
murder. He cor: :Ven répents after committing the
as it puts an enz fers the murder as a rational action

© a soclal evil. Case studies reved!



that the sons of a witch mother showed no sigh or grief
for her murder. Rather they shared the same feeling
along with their co-villagers.

Even school students, educated persons,
Government employees and urbanite Santals share the
belief in witchcraft with thelr native brethren at the
country side.

The belief is getting weaker due to spread of
education but people in the countryside yet consider
that witchcraft is a relity rather than a myth. Easy reach
to the modern medical treatments and extensive
publicity against the belief, spread of ecucation among
the Santal People may alter their minds to be
convinced that witcheraft is a myth rather than reciity.

Das (1966:63) viewed the advanced Santals,
assimilated Bathudis and detribalised Kurumis believe
in efficacy of witchcraft. All natural calamities o men,
Cattle and crops and attributed to evil doing of the
witches, After the training, the witches acqguire accult
powers from malevolent spirits and gods (bongas). Then
they take revenge on others, for some or no reason,
motivated by mischief, or lust. He cited that witch-
mothers and witchaunts could kill their sons and
nephews. and a near relation or neighbour be
devoured by a witch without the least hesifation. The
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witch captures the voluptuous occult powersand once
she sets herself against sameone she or he Is hardly
excaped from death.

The medicine - man (Olha) fail to cure aiiments
generated from witchcraft, Recourse Is taken to consult
the witchdoctor (Sakha). The village community consult
the Sakha When the calamities are widespread and
the cause Is supposed fo be the result of the witchcraft,
When the Sakha confirms the suspect, the witch hunt
starts. The person worst affected or most charged
commifs the homicide at the earliest opportunity and
develops no guilty complex and after effects for the
murder of the witch.

A case study ot Sagjedi village in Rairangpur sub-
division in Mayurbhan| revealed a double murder of
alleged witches. The witches were suspected to be
responsible for the il-health of Chandu's mother and
the mysterious disappearing of grains from stack and
cattle cosudlities in the village. The deaths of the two
witches had occured after hideous consultation with
Sakha and the same had breught solace to the vilagers
ingeneral and Chandu’s mother in particular. Chandu,
the murderer felt no guilty complex after the homicides.
Chandu’s mother had recovered from sickness after a
fortnight of murdering the witches, But the villagers ot



Sagjod! were convinced with the Idea of evil doings of
the witches.

Besides, the study In Bissol and other areas
confirmed the bellef in witchcraft among the tribals and
non-tribals also. The highly educated persons In the area
belleve In witchcraft like liiterate villagers.

For the fear of modern law and Justice the
number of witch killings have declined. In mining and
Industrial belts witch kilings are rare.

The alopathle medical treatments are non
available within easy reach and the poor Santals can
not afford the costly treatments. Thus they depend on
Olha. Olha's_ fallure to cure any ailment generated
from witches lead to consulting the Sakha and then to
witch killing.

Wide publicity together with free and effective
medical facilitles would go a long way to stop the
practice of witchcraft and witch hunt,

SAORA
Choudhury (1964: 29-34) has given detalls of
dotlpur - a magico-religlous rite of curing fever among-
the Lanja Saoras. His participont observation on 1st
Aprll, 1963 in the village Jongal of Gumma Panchayat
Samiti in Ganjam district reveals the belisf in practice
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of white and black magic of the Lanjla Saora. He is of
the opinion that the Saoras attribute the causes of
natural calamities, diseases and unnatural deaths to
the deities, dead ancestors and sorcery, The diseases
are treated spiritually as per the established procedure
of diagnosls and sacrifice.

The village Shaman Is consuited to diagnose the
cause of sickness and to prescribe the remedies
through observance of magical rites and sacrifices. The
diseases have resulted In the developement of the
elaborate system of magical therapy. The Saoras can
not goto hospital to cure diseases for fear of offending
ancestors and delties. The expensive maglcal rites put
heavy pressure on Saora economy. This accounts for
their indebtedness and for some persons conversion

to christiantiy.

ORAON

Das Pattnaik (1964; 59-62) provides g short
account of the oracular activities among the Oraons.
He views that both black maglc and white magic are
in existence among the Oraon soclety. The Pahan is g
leechcraft practitioner and oracle who su;;o—md to
do white magic with a view to do good to the people.
The divine powers become incar ate in him for lenger
or shorter periods. On the contrary, a few magical



agencies like witch or witch doctor are considered

ordinary human beings. even though they possess an
unusually high degree of power. They practise black
magic which is directed fo cause disease, death,
destruction and ilHuck, The oracles namely the Pahan,
Maiti, Sakha, Banmari etc. learn the oracular activities
for the betterment of individuals and societly. An oracle
requires training from a Guru. He worshlps and makes
sacrifices before the image of Kalimal and starts
practising the course. His magical deeds involve two
methods: the Blchar or judgement and Bahari or
searching out. Through the judgement method the
oracle can tell where, how and who has taken the
missing or stolen things or the place where it is lying.
The judgement is delivered by a Pahan (the mediator).
This method visualizes the pictures of person, animals
and things involving the stealing. lost and casting of
evil eyes. In Bahari method a small brass vessel moves
itself and stops near the place where things are hidden.
This process also helps in defecting the evil eyes

In Oraon society magic is ordinarily employed
for therapeutic purposes. Crime detection is the
significant aspect of Oraon oracular magic. Hence
medicine and criminal code of the tribe form an
integrated pattern in conjuction with magic.

2.1.4 JUANG

Elwin’'s Notes on the Juang (1948) contalns
information on the then historical practices of witchcraft
and lts menance and mercy inthe life of the tribe. These
confirm that the Juang life was not only shadowed by
the dread of witchcraft but also reaped the effects of

the beneficlent magic through "Raulla’ (the witch as
well as witch docton).

Through the notes he cited the bright examples
of witches, their nature and the practices of witchcraft.
One such example tells a story which goes like this that
the witch moved out of her home at night and
removed her clothes. Then she stood on herhead and
went away to drink blood in the village. She turned
drunk with blood, muttered charms and got herseif
dressed. A man noticed the event, The witch came to
know about it and threatened the man to kill him if he
would disclose the event. Then she went home, The
man followed her secretly and saw how she brought
blood out of her mouth and making it into Khirl, offered
it to her Guru and ate it. The man who witnessed the
event disclosed it to the villagers and they cought the
witch and kiled her. The information was collected from
the villagers of ¥oingura in Dhenkanal district.
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The other examples ascertaln the following
wifcheraft practices.
1b] Sometimes the witches made themselves tiger
or bear or snakes by magic and sent them to drink
human blood or to kill the man and domestic animals,
or to work her will.
2) The witch attacks the life of her enemy. She is
also capable of many forms of lesser nulsance. She
causes women baren and men impotent, and can
stop a women menstruating and make her eyes break.

3) Injury and disease is often caused due tfo
witchcraft. A witch can interfere In healing process.

4) Black magic of witch and wizard for unfulfilment
of thelr desires and lusts can cause diahorreea and
loose motions to avenged persons,

B) Cocks. hens and other-animals so often usedin
divination and sacrifice, are sensitive to the presence
of witches and often give warning of danger. The fear
of danger separates the domestic animals ang birds
from their masters.

6) Besldes the manual acts, the magic of q witch
lies in her tongue. As she says some/thing (abuse or
mutter charms) there js danger
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Regarding the practice of white magic the notes
of Elwin of Juang speaks of the follwings;

}] Raulia Is the witch-doctor, the psychiatrist, the
faith healer, the medicineman and the prophet. Often
officials like Dehuri (the priest) and Pradhan (the vilage
headman) also act as Raulia, Raulias belong to both
the sexes and they are frained by their Gurus (teacher).
They sacrifice cow or goat In honour of thelr Gurus and
then begin practice. He diagonises to discover the
cause of any calamity that affects individuals or the
community. He usually does this by using the winnowing-
fan, the gourd and the measuring sticks along with
Incantations, He dreams the effects of magic upon a
victim. He goes to the vietim and burns some leaves
worn by woman under the nose and drives out any
evil spirits or ghosts,

2. Asashaman he counteracts the witch's attempt
to make men Impotent and women barren and deals
with their sex maladies as @ medicine man. He also
recognises that the condition Is psychological rather
than somatic ang that therefore any kind of
manipulative activity will be beneficial,

@ The Raulia brings the lovers together by creating

and it usually leads to marriage,



@

The Raulla Is concerned with the weather both
as a prophet and a controller. He detects the troubles
with the crying babies. He diagoneses the hostility of
Chirguni (female evil spirit) upon the bables and
prescribes the remedies.

)

The Raulia prevents a child from lightenfing by
putting a ring. made out of country shoe, onlts finger.
He prescribes a hare for supper, if the child Is weak and
suffers from night blindness. The kidneys of hare are lald
on the baby’s eyes for recovery.

) A Raulia is not always approved by the society
as he may get a living by deceit. Stil the Juangs are
often proud of the magical powers of the Raulia.
PAROJA

Dash (1986; 209-222) studied the Jodia and
Pengo sections of the Pargja tribe of upper Indravatl
project area of Kalahand and Koraput districts in Orissa.
His enquiry on the concept and treatment of diseases
put forth inferences on the magical functienarles and
+heir roles in freatment of diseases. He views that the
Paroja believe in witchcraft (Panginani), sorcery and
evil eye besides other reasons of diseases. Jani, the
hereditary religious head of a vilageisbelievedt o dnve
out the epidemics, natural calamities from the village
by propitiating the village deities.

Disarl, the hereditary medicineman, plays the
roles of an astrologer, a foreteller and a priest, He can
detect a culprit and cure the dreaming and fearing at
nights by help of some spelis. He can drlve out or chase
away the evil spiits of dumas (splirits and gods) from
the house through some ritual performances.

A female specialised in witchcraft is known as
Gurumal. She cures the afflictions caused due to
wifcheraft. She freats the cases of fever, cholera, spirit
intrusion etc. She iIs also Involved in some destructive
and harmful magical activities. Even she creates and
promotaes interfamily quarrels. For her malevolent deeds
the vilagers punish her, When she is possessed by a deity

or spirit. she shakes her head, hands and legs and says
the causes of iliness or diseases.

Belu is a male sorcerer. He cures and treats the
diseases by help of spells and rituals. The position of
Gurumai or Beju is not hereditary but achieved by
mastering the spells and cerfain techniques of diognosis

and treatment. Their female counterparts are called
Bejuni.

Joni and Disari practise white magic whereas
Gururmoi and Beju conduct both black magic and
whire magic This explains that witchcraft practice is in
vogue among fne paroja tribe
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KQYA

Mohapatra In his study (1969) on the Koyas of
Malkanglri showed the existence of Wadde (Maglcian)
among the tribe. He practises both white magic and
Black maglc.

In additlion to the above, monographs published
by THRTI (now Sch. Castes & Sch, Tribes Research &
Tralning Institute (SC & STR & Tl), Bhubaneswar on various
tribes of Orissa such as Kondh (1982), Bhunjia (1984),
Paudi Bhuyan (1980). Bonda (1984). Juang (1989).
Oracn (1979). Koya (1992-93), Tribes of Crissa (1990)
contain hints about prevalence of witchcraft among
the tribes of Orlssa. There are findings In these study
materlals that the tribals belisve In magico-religious
peforrmances. the functionarles associated with these
and their role In the magical niche.

Besides, instances of witch kilings often come
to our notice through the news papers. These news on
witch-kilings are said to be in consonance with the
police reports. This is the glarring testimony of the
practice of witchcraft and it seems obvious from the
events of witch-killings.

CONCLUSION

In obsence of adequafe systematic and
detailed studies on the subject. the oforesaid materials
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provide first hand information which reveals that the
institution of witchcraft is operative In all most all the
tribal societies of Orissa. A witch is kiled but the institution
of witchcraft continues. The fribal conventions weigh
the meirlts of witch-killings and counter-destructive
magics as ratlonal actions and the soclety approves
the same. Such actions just oppose to the laws under
Indian Penai Code. The tribal’s traditional bent of mind
do not believe the actions as superstition.

However, the institution of witchcraft is
weakening day by day due to spread of education,
availabliity of medical facilities, hard penality under
judicial system and creation of public awareness
against the false sclence of witcheraft,

As regards the remedial measures, the activities
of Government machineries in Education, Health, and
Public Relation Departments and the NGOs, social
workers and above all Social Scientists should be
geared up and integrated to curb the practice of
witchcraft,

1 The blood sucking witches among the Juangs
of Dhenkanal and Keonjhar, witch kiling among the
Santals of Mayurbhanj, Doripur rites of the Lanjia Scoras
of Ganjam. Oracular activities of the Oraons of
Sundergarh, witehcraft. functionaries (Jani, Disart,



Gurumai, and Beju) of Paroja of Koraput and Kalahandi
and the wadde of the Koyas in Malkangiri district are
some clues which show a positive and supportive
indication on the prevalence of witcheraft among the
tribes of Orissa. But the magnitude of the problem in
the current situation is to be tested through further
scientific investigation.

2. Witcheraft is a magico-religious belief which
affects various walks of life in tribal soclety bothin Orlssa
and Outside alike.

3. It is a binary process of black magic and white
magic; the former does harms and the latter benefifs
the society.

4. The harmful effects of black magic offen leads
to witch-hunt. Witch-kiling may be the tragic end of a
witch but not the witchcraft.

5. Tribal traditions, customs and society have

sanctions and approval for white magic. counter black
magic and witch-kiling.

6. The emic view is that witcheraft is not a

superstition. Ratherit Is (except the harmful balckmagic)
considered rational by the fribal society.

7. The Institution of witchcraft is loosing ifs
sigrificance day by day.

8. Efforts of Government machineries, Non-

Governmental Organisations, Social workers and soclal
Sclentists In an Integrated fashion should be mobilised
to curb the practice.
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MASK CULTURE IN TRIBAL ORISSA

The Orissan tribal craft persons have contributed
rmeaningful fradiitions fo the treasures of arts and crafts.
The tribal crafts and art objects are highly admirable
because of its intrinsic design and associated socio-
cultural linkages. The elaborate creative efforts,
imaginations and emotions are represented in fribal
crafts and art objects. The artistic skill of the tribals have
been influnced to a great extent under the impact of
modernity and technological change. However. the
Orissan tribal crafts even today are still the arts and
crafts of antiguity and therein lies supreme charm and
beauty. Majority of the tribal crafts and art objects serve
the social, religious. economic and other such functions.
serveral art and craft objects have multifunctional
phenomenon and act as symbals of proud privilege

and cultural indentity for community.

Among varieties of tribal crafts and art objects,
mask is one of the significant crafts having great socio
cultural importance manifested with aesthetic values.
The tribal people use mesk in different occasions
associated with dance, music rifuals and other such
functions. Use of mask in certan functions creates o
speciol atmosphere and atfrects the attention of all
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visitors and participants. The Orissan tribes which in one
way or the other use the mask are the Kandhas, Juangs,
Bhuyans, Santals, Oraons, Mundas, Kolhas, Dharuas etc.
Before some decades, masks made out of wood and
gourd shells were In abudance but subsequently plastic
masks have been found to be used by several
tribesman. But the lustre of wooden and gourd mask is
yet unchallenged among almost all the tribes
accustomed to using mask, According fo the old
informants, anly before three o four decades use of
mask In various types of dances was very much
attractive and the users were praised and appreciated.
But in recent years due fo modernisation and invasion
of others material culture use of mask has become rare.
Inspite of its disappearance, tradition of mask using on
specific important occasions yet relieve the monotony
and add glomour to tha function.

The tfraditicnal trioal rnasks are made of wood
and from gourds. Trie mask used by the tribals are of
different forms. Some masks are presented in a dreadful
sight that of a giant. The masks used among the kutia
kondhas present diobolical picture of a skeleton or of
a ghost. The Dongria Kondha and Juang masks present



a smiling appearance and few others are of wailing
appearance. Where as some masks present the picture
of mocking at anotherman. Some others place on
angry plcture which Is ready to frighten the onlookers,
Some masks are preparad in Imitation of a ghost and
witch, and when these are used at the time of dance
the normal human beings will have heart throbbing
experlence after glancing over the same.

Some masks are prepared imitating various
animals, birds and beasts. Among the birds and beasts
tiger. lion, cat, deer. elephant, bison, monkey, jackal,
buffalo, vulture and a few unlulg animais of thelir locality
and Important. According to the necessity. different
designs motifs are either painted or carved as per the
socio-cultural acceptance. Mask making is a tedious
task and can not be prepared by every body of the
communlty or any artist with very common knowledge
or ldeas. For making a mask very light wood is preferred.
The reason is. a heavy mask will cause discomfort to
the user, To prepare a mask the artisan first collects q
wood log the size of which is chosen considering the
type of mask to be made and the person by whom it

would be used.
The wood is cut keeping in view the size of the
user's face and fype of mask to be made. On one side
of the mask the eyes nose. ears. and mouth are made
and the other side is made hollow. By scrapping out
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wood the mask is prepared in a style so that it is properly
fixed on the face of the man at the time of use. Indeed
a good deal of efforts are rendered by the artisan to
make bofh the sides of the mask polished. Specially
the Interior portion s made much more polished
because this portion will be touching the face,

After making the mask two holes are made in
the portion through which the user can see the public.
The Intention Is to allow the wearer to see the out side
scene convenienily. A hole Is made so that the user
speaks out and faces no difficulty showing the desired

gesture and posture

The mask is set on the face of the user, but in
order to prevent the possibility of falling down two ropes
on both the sides are tied. Usually the portion of the
mask where ears are made just below two holes are
made and ropes are fixed in such style, that they can
be tied into a knot in the back side of the forehead of
the user. Thus even as the time of dancing or
demonstration of various gestures the mask will not be
disturbed or fall down.

Sometimes crown is made but mostly different
pictures are carved out on the mask. In fact the artisan
plances the pictures in different portion of the mask for
which the makers keep nmindthe design and purpose
before touching with the tools. The pictures are not
drawn or carved in all masks, Usually beautitul carvings



are made at bath the sides of cheeks, sometimes the
upper part of the cheek, lips, bottom of the lips, eye lid
lower eye lid, near the ear, near the nose and over the
forehead which are nicely carved with purposeful
designs and motifs. In the mask the pictures of flowers.
leaves, hand of @ human being, head of a human
being. snake, fish etc. are very artistically carved out.

Different sizes of masks are prepared for different
users. If a mask prepared for an adulf is used by a child
it presents on abnormal sight and there is very
apprehension of Iits faliing down. But on certain
occasions the boys use mask of their elders. But usually
keeping in view the face of the user mask is made by
the traditlonal artisan. In earlier years most of the tribals
were using weoden masks. At that time the use of
plastic mask was not in vogue. Moreover, plastic made
masks were not available in the market. In course of
time the inteligent nontribals imitated the wooden
mask made and used by the tribals. They brought out
certain changes in the making process and started
making it in plastic and sent to the market for sale and
use of every body including the tribals.

As a result, the making or wooden mask by the
tribals ceased gradually and fribals also started
purchasing the plastic mask from the market. Never
theless there are still some tribals who do not want to
sacrifice their traditions and continue to make and use
wooden mask.

The mask used by the Juangs in group dance is
more linked with merry making and enjoyment than lts
ritualstic value. But in case of the Kandhas of all varieties
gourd mask has great magico- religious significancs.
Specially with reference to Merlah sacrifice the gourd
masks are used as a type of votive object and
prescribed sacrifice of animals and birds are offered in
expeciation of social health and happiness. Eventoday
one can enjoy the folktales behind the origin and

development of mask among different Kandha
sections. ’

Among the Gonds the mask Is of huge type and
very much decorative. The final portions is beautifully
decorated with hairs, beads, glass and aluminiums
pieces. Use of leafther, hair for beared and af the skull,
nose rings and ear rings and decoration of facial parts
are revelations of artistic vision of the Kandha mask
workers. Sorne of the masks are decorated like human
skull and used as votive cbjects near 'Dharanipenu’
their earth goddess before which reguiar sacrifice of
animals and birds are made, On the occasion of Meriah
sacrifice festivals, special blood offerings are made over
the skull like mask made out of gourd shells.

The masks used by the Bhuiyons, Oraons and
people of Mundari groups in northern orissa are having
very liftle difference with that of the Juangs. But in most
of these cases masks are used to entertain the
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gathering and divert the attention of the participants
from the monastony of ongolng cultural activitles.

Mask making Is a difficult task and its use Is also
equally painful. In serveral Crissan tribal commnities ifs
use is vanishing very fast either because of Its tedlous
making process or Infroduction of plastic masks. Among
the tribes like desla kandhas, kutia kandhas, Dongrla
Kandhas. Lanjia Saoras, Gonds, Dharuas, Juangs and
Bhulyans use of thelr traditional masks are stlll In vogue
but itslustre and uniqueness inrespect of socio-cultural
significance and tecnnological value is losing day by
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day. It may happen that a few masks not anly be
discovered in some important museums, Attempts may
be made to preserve mask culture of the tribes
wherever it exists. Its propagation and promotion can
be of an Immense value In respect of materlal culture
preservation of the tribal communities. The arfistic skill
and aesthetic malnfestation In tribal craft objects, like
mask, are yet to be discovered through indepth study
and arganising work-shops and seminar, The tribal mask
as a vanishing craft needs special attention for Its
preservation and promulgation.




TRIBAL LITERATURE OF ORISSA

Orissa has a massive tribal population consisting
of 70,32,214 persons which constitute 22.21% of the
State population. They are sub-divided info as many
as 62 communities and come under three ethno-
linguistic familles - Austric (Munda), Dravidian and Indo-
Aryan. The tribal ethnology can never be complete
without reference to the community’s ethno-linguistic
character. The languages clearly form a part of their
cultural heritage. The language of each community s
an expression of its cultural traditions and all the
customary functions are carried out in the ancestral
language terms. The contribution of a viable literary
fradition to the community members’ sense of personal
and social identity is immense and the most symbolic
mark of their identity is their language.

Tribal Language of Orlssa

(@ Munda: Bhumij, Birhor, Bonda. Didayi,
Gadaba, Ho, Juang. Kharia, Korku, Koda, Mundari,
Parenga. Santali, Saora.

(b) Dravidian: Gondi, Konda. Kui, Kuvi-Kondh,
Kissan, Koya. Kolami, Naiki, Oraon, Ollari (Gadaba),
Parji, Pengo.

Prof. Kh. Mahapatra
ATDC

(¢) Indo-Aryan: Bathudi, Bhatr, Bhumia, Bhuyan,
Desia, Halbi, Kurmali, Sadr, Sounti, Jharla.

Among all these languages, writing system or
scripts have been invented in recent past for five
languages only, namely, Santali, Saora, Ho, Mundarl
and Kul.

Oral Literary Tradition :

The fribal languages have a rich oral literary
fradition comprising folk literature In the forms of myths,
tales, songs. proverbs, fiddles, invocations etc. However,
some written literatures have been created and
published in OL Chiki script of Santali and Soram
Sompen script of Saora as there are printing Presses
and some literature in a few languages have been
written in Oriya and Roman Scripts. Some scholars have
collected and compiled sorne folk tales and songs, But
the bulk of folk literoture in the tribal languages exist in
oral tradition and in these stories ond songs are
enshrined the philosophy of the tribal folks and the ethos
of the tribal personality.

The tribals are great Iovers of music. They live to
sing andssing to live. They have songs for every occasion
and music for all the sentiments, Aimost all the tribal
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men and women are born composers, They do not
care much for the art of style or diction. They simply
render thelr feelings and emotions into age-old musical
tunes of nursery songs. marrlage songs, ritual and
seasonal festival songs, funeral chants and songs to
hunting expedition. Thelr storles are equally fascinating
for their wit, humour, satire and pathos. The fribal folk
literature Is a dependable source of information for
reconstructing tribal cultural history as well as for
providing the ethnocultural portrayal of a tribe.

Study of Tribal literature :

The tribal literary tradition is gradually getting lost
or corrupted. It is time now to take appropriate steps
for Its preservation. promotion and dissemination. So
far there has not been any serious and systematic
scholarly attempt for collection and analysis. A few
notable standard works are available, such as Verrier
Elwin’s *Tribal Myths of Orissa® (1957) and Sitakanta
Mohapatra’s Tribal Songs & Tales of Orissa” (1990) in
English and two-three good collections in Oriya,

A project may be undertaken for proper
classification and compilation of materials based on
fresh collection through extensive field work in interior
rural areas and among tribal people of the older
generation. The original texis are to be in the tribal
languages foliwed by English/Oriya/Hindi translations.
Further. comparative studies of the trbal texts ang
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trends are to be made with Orya texts which have
been borrowed from the tribal sources or vice versa.

In 1996 a week-long workshop on the study of
tribal folklore was organised by the Orissa Sahitya
Academiand the Department of Culture, Govt. of India
during Nov. 4-9 under the guidance and supervision of
the Director, ATDC. The facuity consisted of 20 eminent
anthropologists, literary critics, folklorists and linguists
from different parts of the country and there were 30
participant trainees from all over Orissa. The workshop
was inauguratec by the Hon'ble Minister. Toursim &
Culture on 4.11.96 and the valedictary session was held
on 9.11.96 evening with sri R. Ulaka, Hon'ble Minister,
welfare as the chief Guest. Hon’ble Minister and the
Guest faculty emphasised the need of opening of a
unit of Tribal folklore study at the ATDC. The Hon’ble
Minister, Welfare gave posifive indication for extending
due support from the Govt. in Welfare Department fo
the ATDC for inducting folklore studies in its research
programmes.

‘ In this context, we have to ever remember the
following words of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru :

tis absolutely clear to me that the Government
must encourage the tribal languages. It is not enough
fo allow them to prevail, They must be given all possible
support, and conditions in which they can fiourish must

?: safeguarded. We must go out of our way to achieve
IS”.
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