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QSR SIF 2QFIFE AB6 6719 69R2IE | Y@ JG6R 64IS 699 TR 627168 IF!
NG 9S° AR A AN ORI TN QI2l Glig 2T | 2B 99 69FF 6ARIeT
ISRl 00 2PE QRS 62N 6ACNER FIRIPRT AFUER I KRB |
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R 0006 Q4 gRSRIER JUa 96 @IF 92l 9 QRAIE | 628AR M0ER AR
621R2Jel SQSNAIER Q2 Bl IR FRE | AIMRRAIER FEQ IRIQ Q1G4 Qeli:
6%ln, F129Y1, SRR, defl AR WY QLB |

9PIR JI0RER Al §, SRgR, 0F 2P GEQ ARREI FFAR QIR JINERHIER
QY 60 CIR! 903 | 1RIU6Q JORULIER 2ol ABIRS Al FFELIER NI QRILE
L0 62Iagel JIFER e K13 | YH8R I8 0R A @ @4 gl 2se 6 o Qe
¢ 96 FAKIRIN | AI0RT 2R6E Hr6S QRIKIRE 64 JORUSIR SRR ‘AeIpd’
2Rg0 | 2Ia € AISig F6RI AIFER J2R ¢ 69R QIFl QIF FAULIRE | Yo QIS
6208 ‘Ae 690K 6QRIT REEFER YIN1G; 69L0IQ FAUAIES AINIY BF @R IR
REQEER UGG PR LIL FRAR | FRQ FIE APIPIR KRR ‘YR 2’F IR
ARUAREN |

AR A8 9l ANFR NG ARIJER UICHIT RELENER ‘O 9ge
24 | @ 9Q 29 990 99IR1 2648 o1 | 22l 9F F MR IE AUNCA YORe | 95RIQ
996 dIRl IR QU QR R FRIER AQ2 FIRR, 2RV, g ARSI IR, R,
R4, 9e° 28 Ol @~ A8 AR L7 AR RS 9R 9 Feika arin GRIAN | 78
00 D6Q QIR FR1R Fel §oq 2Id olg TeIR 6’ HPQ 9QRY °Fe AR
AR 6819 JIR ARG AN |

oQ2Q 996 96Q 9wl gRER ARl, AR 8 FIR Q4R JRRER 6¥IF AR
PRI | 92 AQ (R UIgHe AUILER LYL1E | 12l I6Q QRIER HAUR QISR
SEQ ARIAIER 2GRl 20 QHda ARIKUN | JIFHS ARIges JIFER OF JE3)
IRl RS @6R, 9RF, 685 RUER AVG 6 2PN UG 1N | I 9 20 geq

QRPN R JEN JEQ ACHIE 2RIRE SRR |

dl eeeq Jeifl KA SIRd 6 AU6R A1 AIGHAIR 2SRl AR 2IeAIRd
P08 | QIRl8 2060 AB HGIQ AR FRQ BN U6Q ARIRAQY TR JFG UG
2019 Fola Halip Jo PN | 96F 1E dITos RIG | PRIER AR 6QIReIN |
2I06Q JFH AQ 9FIR 2N TF6R QRGN OF 6anl J6Q M Jie AaICIES 684,
Q99 601, AAUIA] el A8 6T F18R6R d9Q NAIR OF GG |
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6062 JIPYEiE I 9ol Ui 6991 AIIREIRT ZIFNIRG Jo1El ARRIQ J6Q
| QEIEQ G QEE 6991 QITINER 62083 JIFE ALY 918 | 664 Gl IR /)
dIceis A28 RAQIR G 058 | 604 6991F AURER A2 JAFR 629 |

Q4 2roRa ARG AISER Al AR JIRIFQ XRASITNY QR YRR
Q1 A6 REE 62in ¥RAYS AN JIn I6MQ FL16R (1 | I8 FR16R ER P6a1e
OI8} | JOIIG ‘QIRNQE’, GO19G ‘AQRS’ NQ° QRIUS ‘URIQE’ | I8 ZRIQE & R6Q
6991 ‘QIINEAR’ AIFER 9wl JIR 2IaS | 6669 ARASER A6 621 QEIIGRT
RU6Q AW 62Ia I IR BIF FRILLI0IER IR TIRSS |

JIeEel 0eGe QIRFTFI0IR YR ARG IR 6091g QIEge!, AdRIae!
8 J6ERYE! CEAR LRNdela FUKUIRAIN | FFER Tl ALER QN IR QIS
QIS 69917 AYER 6223 QYR | IR JPRINER RY Slca 6aalw IRl
RAUIRAN | 6686Q 6991 QINRCAR JYRTFIER T2 Rl T6Q ACHIR 2IYe AR
Q. Qdml J6Q Qs gl ZIed 24 | 6RIREYA 28 CRIAINER Q8 AIRRIGTR
FERIOE QA AFE FRLIQIR 6990 FRIRIR, 690, AR QRS 62R8S
QOREAR | TG JRUIRIR QIPEQ 1l JRGE | dIFES RIPRE AL AR T6R
6991 2FRE 0I6Q QL 2LRS |

Go10 AdIN6R FIRTI0 6 gRIR 8 AR RSITER | g8 Aal 2l AIE geliel
AR CIESl CRIgRS AEREIER 713 APINE FF —

2 AIY! A 6@
QRRIErR, URSIR!
dIggidll, A 6809

Jam diey 6Q90!

606" Garalm, Adr @9
dar dece, deiq J6x
dRIR R9°, QIS° QRS
607164 G609, QO

QF] ARIR, AR Slixl 6@716! !
AIg 9@ Ae6R leRR

ol QAR 60Q9! |
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(62, 7RIgY ! 9671 94 QIRRIFR, RFOIR CYRILIR OIS 696! AIGHS
621R2Q; 696Q 66N 6% QI 2R J6S QIR 4AIQ ATRER 6 QAR JRIR QI
AR QRPER QI Y1 IR AUER 2R A FLR Q8 FIF ARQ | LR AGIER, VAR
QUER, 97 AUER JFEM @ IRl 629 | QLI AUER AIESRIG QRIS 621 1)

@ 712 dI0 J6Q G20 gel ZIog QAP | G688 @R AIs8 dIng Ol
2G6Q 6PN QKN | YLITER TIFHST AEREER 601N 69131 8 RRG 9P 6Q2
J6Q 6QIPR QHUYIRAS! FL0 RELAMER U@ AR A% OF TN | @F J6Q
OIRAT, KR, 962 2IE 618! 2J8 FAILN | Fe8 gel J6Q 6PN 68IR JRRIGS
2R Q AISEQ AN | 96 AR AR 2D @ 6069 FFIER RIS 64 UGS
2199 JRI6Q 238 283 1e° 622 @ AR TAR 629 6RIR 627IEE YA K93 |

gRIa 669 JR6R JIFYLIER 97 A8 NSRRI B0 F2R6R €] OB 69IR
AREIN | 42 TR AR KR UGS TLIYRFOIER Y& TR 903 — ‘6
PRIA F12IgY, 6 dIFSl SR7, 8 RRYR QP! 661Q, 8 YNIR, 69R, 8 I FIART!
QRYRR QIFQ QIREIFTRR OF | Jd, 6ande, 2091, A AQ 60160 69R | /R
299, AR 680 26T 60166 698 | 2N dnl 2 ARNER Q| 2iFl 604, AR AQ
QNER AL | 69060 TAM 94 | JIFER FRTR AR AQ | AF GUL @ Y 6 A
qRIg ! IR, 694, o1 AQ emeR aIR I’

@ 012 969 FIR, F1291 6 69INER IRIFR AHREO | @EIFIER ARSIE QoY
2102 @98 | ERIFAR JHINNS Ipl QARG Fee qay dal 2dé @3 |
RId6R 2ig A1IE Q82 IR et A QI8! QPR VICHLR 2R FROIR ZICAULE FQE
e° 6120 6RI096Q F9I0q AYRIT | N6 GIER GIER FNNCART Al S e’
2Q80 291699 QIFER 6991 FRUIRAN | 628 QIFER 621 IR0 ASIUN |
6091692 QI6R 6l Y8l F03 | 368 A% 6Ia YO A6 AR YUP AR PG UG
69915 QIR A52IB Al 6AIER | YRl 6 SRS & PEQ ARl TG FIF 699-60w
o1R UPEQ Yok 6l 96 QRd (MID) JE8N6R TIFRR! JeIR AN ARIR QNN 69
QI0g IRaw 699960 JIgl @Q2I8 | Y@ aReq geew 980 Adiel, 9eAIR, o
Qi 990 AIRde @Rl 6RIR QIS |

62066 AIFEE goq AAIF T6Q FRRITAR JLRIFIES 59 oF oig 606 28
(R0l TI06Q 9l 62IRdQl G2eg 0 966 e Jeq QU3 | 96 JaeeR gl
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dicsiglisr Ol6Q IRl 62IRdQl GRRQ @8 gR @8 g6 2ol Fersa FEIE e
68064 698 2 9fla QIRING 2IesR 5218 |

6QCRIR GF AIGYE TF QT 6202R 6967 ATRIR FRAYFOIER A
QN 69R AN06R YRIFFI 6261 AR Y iy 2R 6aF-691F goTe MO
Ao dee 241 26 diQ 2IdQI gRINIRIER gel @ae 986 9F 2de @68 |

~

OROGIER 6202Q JITYE TOR 29N QR-00 @ 1 AR | 02lId 68 40 M
LR TP6Q RIP-A0R ZIAR K651 | 7, 2N 98l dlea gaf aq SIPERcR F68d
38 920 dRe 29 AR |

FONUPIR TISYE U9 QIFTE QFLRIER FRYR ARS°H (N6Q FAYR R4
QIQER SHIP) QIR @ CISISl FRIgRE JF! @I | 6969 JORIGIR 648 @EQRQ
CISESIE 6301 BN AR | QIRE! 618 6RINGER 2Rl S (0 91 69 6A0I6a IRl
QIR 2GRS | 606 ¢l 6229 0 NG 62 PRYR AR IR PIRIR IR LR FAAST
CORUGIER §aRIg F6R | FRYNR QIR JITHLIR JENARGI TUER RIS A6Q
698 ¢9IQ QOYQ BRI JIR RS ARG, H669 66R | AT ERIER TP 62917
60U AREIEH HLIQ 69 QAR 2o IG° 69 Q1R YT 6R10L KPR ARSI |
Qa9 12796Q YYI6Rd Ui 2RYR QIR 620 YR 9O IFIR KSIR QILRER IS
@EM | 692 AR ERS QIR 2T | 6669 1@ USEl Q1R SRF 699 FRlIRIE
RIPER 6QRARAUER LT AN €9 € ¢ Q € 99C ¢l | QRS Qe IS
C196Q ‘9’ 691N AARIR FAULIRE |

RRYR0IER IGHS IR AVER JIMILIQ Qe Idis 986 o gl 6 2eae
QElemIa 6KI0l TS | 6QCIER CRIRS TR0 R 286 (2741 fige IaR)
Q° 620 961 996 @9 68R 6206Q 2T ARITER TIGHE FIRIPYT RERHER 9
21561 2 | 92 AFIIL T6Q RSIFIER YRG! 6TR 2IAT | 690RR FIRPIFTER AN
Qdll PR 8 ARSI A0 A°URR AR YARE AR AT FRIgEE RIFER
QO 28 @08 | JISYEIR JRAIER ¢kl 4l 9Bl @R RIS, AIFR AIF 8 ARITIRIR
R 69R 2d8 QB | ALIFIER YBIQ 8 RS FIEIQ N2l Q4 68lle1 O
QOB TR0 | 639R 6967 962 TR YERIR ISTNPER TITES CRIgEE AERGNER
60 Q60 IR QQILIN, QIR AICHSIE QU9 O ZEILN QIF |
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AIeHal 6 6RIKTFIA

QEIFIES AIRSS dIeddls ‘UG’ RUNCR AWARIS @GeIB | ‘AF 6
‘Uss’ e Figeg @ ‘daRic” sra 98 | iR 28 ‘69-9dY’ 6996 | FaIR Bg-
JIeYEl QI AFRUEH 62388 1@ 9 6 g9Pa 98I | OIRa 9ERY 62983 9al ke 2el
2R 69962911 AR (IR6R A PM Y ‘IR’ 6l (86a 2Rl ‘e8saet’ @ ‘ QLR
APRELR 6991 ‘RYRREl’, 98 6996 ‘Aeals’, TR 60N ‘A9’ (TR 6T
aQ1), I R YRER & 691 ‘6P’ Ffia INEAIR Ok Yo ‘6oIdar 6aa1
e° 69 gelea @9l 69961 Kall: ARl 92, 6eIRE, JeRIRl, FRBIRKI, Fe
AR, Gel 2R ARIERT BRI QI FHRIE 69R R Sga |

QIR YRIEIRe QI 6RIRTILER ACHYT TANE 26RR AT FEIQ 6 |
06ia 9ee1 A0 98 62ql, 08iTa Q8 6 6I'Q FINILER!, FR-P1Ra R, FIP-AIER
98 026Q JIeYEIs QIR 690 JSANIS ANER YRR, YA, I YA ERIAST,
RIS | FRIgR FUR 6929Q NP FReld 8 K6R, 6AR QANGR ALY 69
Jeiog 98 @em, CRRl YRR AR @69l JR H2l P& AR, Vg @AR ARSI
PRl JIR AR AGUS Fio| JER 6L 8 gore | el AIeHdis AeRane! Kal
gdecia g9elél 6QmalN |

ISl FRIKRE 609 ZIR @8 6nla 94 QG 6Aqen com-

0) dICYAiT IRIER QO 626m 94l FlER AR IR 2 |

9) AN AW CAGIFE A YY6R 6QHCRER AURIQE 624 |

M)  dediE IRIER KR 2IQl IR TRAIS IR JEQ 2R 626m 68G6R AR
AN 629 |

¥) Qleddis ARIRIES QAN 964 F6R PBY, A8 Y6RR T |

8) QIR 99 Y6 AITHdl FIRIgR QRINIR RRLIPIR 6QHUCRER 6062 692 P
4N 629 |

9) QLY NG AW RIgem JORY 62IRAIQ 6ACIRE AR FER
A9eE QIR @68 &6 629 |

9) dicddis gl AIER glal, A, GliR, JRIRE QI AR 62 FIREM
QIR MBQ UG 629 |

M) dioddis g9l @6m QT 64l 29 QR |
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KLU LRX

QIR AICH IR YRIRY, ARITR QIS A 19 AFVRR FETTS F6M AERLY
Plea @ 90 OIF A1 AN ANS @RI | JE 6 ages 96 2IQEIeU] F1l
P12 Q4INEIN | 699 FIRSIR ATHD FRPINRR AIDE K8 AYEIN 629ER 62Rl (/)
Ao A986Q FER ARSI, (&) JRIT Y8 GUIT AN YR RN, (61) ZUSAGH AIRQ
g9, (2) JGIR-TRRIR FRIER 19° WY oR 9RER AWIAR, (&) aga
2IRIeR, gdel 8 JaAIR ool AT QI gaId a2l AIe QR F62Y @ _ e@al, (©)
QOY-6lIe dBERTE QIR fRIR QIR Fald, (8) Y8l ¥@ @R @ ALY @
IR RS QRIS |

0966 ANRR, AYER, FEREIRITR 6 KGR AR YTRIR AURE
AIeEsl 9 ged 6l | 6069 S0 6201 J6R 604 YPIR ARG G2 AR 6
QUER IR J6Q UIE PR YIe°R0! ARIY QYR | ERS 6QRIER B @3- dIesl
ARIgR 62023 NAG 968 90 gas 4 & G99 ORIRNIR ANEN QYR Ye° A
SR160 QUIBRE €1l 62 FRIRG | 9RE6R QLR IR SIgel MIQRGIR JRLAIF QD |

(@ FeRTER 86 RIS Ol ERUAT QA A°F21e | 6AUSHREGS 900 ¢
ARIeQ CIEl I8 6 QINREAR KIG 6QYRIR YeLIS! fRal 420 914 6116 oda
FARIG F6QVS G ZRIRD 1)

QRIS JQLeT

1.  Elwin,verrier; = Bondo Highlander, Oxford University Press, 1950
2. Elwin, verrier;  Tribal Myths of Odisha, Vol-1 & 11, Prafulla Pathagara, 2012

3. dIQ6QQRld; ORUQIR 6nieR, G gRIHRT, QRERgR, 9000
dig 6Q9KIY;  6Q6¢l: QG FIAR B8 YT, 6ESI AGFY RIEGN, 9009
Patra, Debashis; The Village of Mahua Flowers, Ka Publication, New Delhi, 2014

A

LR IN e

dIeeRl Q 6% KA 6 AT RIS

ARG LIFMIRG, RREFFRQ-N

64IQledlcl - 9C O ¢ oNNy &, E. Mail — dr.debashispatra@gmail.com
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JI9 FERCQ QGRS

eI 621!

JR QISIRQ g @ IR 6541 @F¢I @ 6920 2R ¢l AR | 256eR
LR, 6L¥IR 6RNYS, FRIRIE YG° AIRRIRTR FRQ SINFR FER LT 6QRY
AR @R | QRUER QR ANTAY 2 Fq 69 900 62RAS! V4R ARIF
“QE@ QRN | QRQIIFIER RIQ JHIde 6QIR @22lE | 6dInldin I8l Q6PN KM
AN, FIRRAFIEE e 6SIFR | IR BRI FLIRER A FQUER | QIS
QARSI 9FG -

“Q0 090 PR PERIREITRS
Q608 g IRIs 68 1@ AQUSIE | |7

200 6RIRIYE AR SI0Q 62RITER YOIER 2, AT, AN (#2RIF) @
26961 201 62Al | O 9 9 FRRBNRT FRIY “FaR1” I6R AP YRIER FRRIG |
JRRIER 69IRNINN AR YER A 2T YOKA LAY FER | FL 9 QIR S
dR 98 920 ¢ 98 LEUARAIQ AYQ | Y26H FARUNER 631NN USRI 2T
PAYRR ANIPT RRYRER 9 REM | OI'UER WRIE QIFER LD 6RIRUYS
AR G, RABIYS, 6ATRIR, RVYR, 6FURYL!, FRATINR 6R6SIG & @,
FINAIFERR 6R60IE 2'ORER FAIA AR | FITRILIER RN 6SIFIQ 2R CAREIER
RITEQ 691 6912 PIMNAIB 6AACR AR | QARIF FIAR AALER TR IR AR
ARG 691226 | eV-IRUTR QIS AING! AR FERIR 6228 FIOR! QIS | LR
28] “QeQdlfl” | \RI6R F4Id @03 64, I8 AUEQ UL 6990, TINGER UARR!
AR (F10) AE8, PRRe 9¢ FTR 64 ARIFT AFRIR! | FIPS! FIER FEIRTRER
QA @B | IR Ao, AR, BERUCS FL1R, YAGY, YLFIRQ PO6R OF TG
P1ORUIIR @R2lE | SINQI FIER JUEE! IR PIF QM | I CI YAt FeR Q4
“32Q REAINT” JAR JIRG K02 | JINAINIEE d QIFER FeB | ©) 9@ AR, 9)
A SRR, M) ARG AR, ¥) BRIQ AL, 8) R AR | AR Q6L FOR,
BRIGI I9° 69IQF| AITIER K2R | FR2UB | T YRR, FREIR, VRIS, FIF, EQUTMRY,
QE6UR, PR8N, SRS 0 eara, Gl geLid @R FIeel YR QI @GS |
QIR CIER QIFR°E YY° QIAR°ER | QISE S 626R YAl G, NI G,
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cQan dIgel, AR IR, QI A, QR digel | K e°d - AR, fd°, QLIR,
oleQ, ga, en&el, 39, 69Rel, dea 990, J89, 99, JoIR Ye° AREAE |
qeleR IR, IS, L, 991, 90, Q19! LI 89, @9, @9 g8, AR, 68,
696, I AP, 96, QRPl APAQ FIAY Q6T QURLIa @QRIE | 69 JRNER

A9g QGG QAR 94 IR 69 @RV |

MR FRRFAIRT FIER PR FRRIFR 99, g4, AU, Fle,
Q0YGNIR, QIAY, 696QR, UNIPIR, AIFREER Faecl Q@] | R, FadIaZeR
elee BgIA @58 | IFR1E 2QA6R 6AIRT HRY JSYRSR AUIRR @GRS |
“@1Q” (6geIR)) @ G4 208 | JIFER LRITR CANEIEN GHINIY QIR TR
695N 961 B2UR @8 698 STPER AITER YYB 6XIG, 26T, FRR Y QY S99,
08 2@ QIYIEQ AYIB | 6Q0IER 687, YIRY, JIRl @R 6QRAIE | YR 626R QIAY,
IR O18 98 | Gl £199619 6QGIR 2106 QR | 0R 6090IE IRl @6
6QFIER QDB K9 24 AR | ARNIB AGACH 6261, SIRTEa, 6 OlgeIsl, 281
62901, B4l8 g&, ARG 6290, QIR (E2IE, IG1 AR, TR, AR, AR
PGLSIE P K08 | WIRER Z6ae 69961 G0 6 9RIR6R | dierg! TG Qe
64191, 6412 FIOFR 4R, ZICIR MR VYR ORI | 68QG! ZIRIAI, FICHNE
AAIFS FRFQ MY JA YU | 69IR, FIR, LT, LN MR, 6L,
AERA QOUYER ARNCAIP PR FEAIRG 621R Faq 2PN 69R2B | Yae AR Ie°
AR AR QDT 6960 FIP6R AR AN IS° 6R60R JNPER QIR FRIANGIE |

&Q 2°IQ

PQ LARER AIRRFER Yo TARSE 24 | FRET YR JAS ANAER
“Qa6 9a1” (UIR) PRIUN | I 9] QPR PR CUIRIN | RG0 Jga FIRg
QOIRRI F1RER KN | QIR €FT6ER QTR FVQ FER FITER 6dIRIUN | QR
QElzlisieg el @RI | 8891 96 Il QA S AN | A6Q @R JEER Jae
AR 661 RN | 901 RUER 98I I8 QY OI'ATER IR AFRIR 631Nl PR
QSN | @ Q2 6816 FITRIEER AFAIR fwe! QFRIS I8 JR6R @QIA | G4lieY
QAR IR AR @A, AIIG, UGG ACRIA JLYRENING Gl FARE FQ2IN |
QIR 20! JIFER JRIRAIN U2 9% FIAR HN 666R FIXRI FlIER YK Fa8 1l
Ql 9YQ8 98 @l @94l QIR6Q FQMI @Ee8 QIR GlIe JIR 2N ARNAER CAIFAIR
@R dIR2E | 9@ A ISR RG6 4 T2 6QIRgen I’ (aeq AI§ QIO G6RAR!
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IR 69N GQle QKN | Sgge 62IRdEn 6’ FINER SIERl QUK | RIRGIG
(RIOE) B9 6609 JR6R JALRE 99 2R, dadide F¢l, Q80 FINER
QI | 62690 YREQR 691N GG 64PN | IR B0 GoER PIR CTIRIKIN | 628
QIo A06Q 62 F1'8YQ AR & | I@ OF T6a &Y SIREM 6018 QIR AR QF!
M 69R 99 A4l @RS |

Q4 QIR

FRRGT U RIRRS FER 691G 8l R AR @ LI RER PR FIFIER
QRQ QR QXU | &4 9 J6Q LG U FIRKIN, 6662 GHIal Q6T LR |, @&
AR 600 Y~ eamm | gOIR, QIYI, JL6Q ¢ 601 62RUR| TRER QPN JeR
9 QRER PR | 9160 6298 FIANINFR 9P 6TIR! | 92IR 6166 6FIRSI GRITIN |
692 9I9Q GI0Q 91 691R 423 | FEQ A AIAEQ 24 | F6e SIR O @ EE6R
QR 2RQ! gIoioe ¢l (69e)7Iewa 99 Qdl g8 Frlee AXER ge
RRUAIN | 92L6R 8 9 F6Q 6966 ¢ YRY IR @68 627IRT IFER 691N
60IGN 60IQ B 6J60RE YEAR RS FAFE eI FIFER 63N 68T
08 @I | F6Q, o] 6dIF 6 FASAIRE QI0, FrFY, AR, 6990 2E YRRIg,
QRUAN 99 HEQ TR CUATRER AFE FRAARAN | FEeR ge @9 Fadq <
6019R QSR A LANAAICR FER 916 GIR FIFEIS | AR QAR F6R, 62IF S
RdR IR gRIQ QNS AL | L2l - ¢~ 6aIR, QI 6dIR, A 6AIR, YIS
69l% | g 691% F0R 6919 QIR 60IF | GIa LR, QIR AR2ER Ol A 6aIQ
PEILN | VER TR B 699 @ ALIBLER ARAN | TG 601R I AFER AR
QAFI’ A& 2GRl TS G’ YRR, YIS 69lF 716 614, IR A6R 6PN Dd
oJQl 62lIE 8° AR |

JOP 01260 ¢ 2R 6diRAIRg @RARAIN | ¥2IQ JAR A9l QLI | QU@
69199 6L1aQ QRIUN | gasr 0I'Q Q@ Adlg R 6916 QI8 818 TN | 62ie I8l
ARREQ 6T1R8IN | @I’ JLEQ ERIRAIER 6916 IR LIRS | 6SVER 6TlLR QIS
Q'R 22, 59, 20dd I8 2B | 6digR AR I° H9Q AN RIFER YRR
RAULN 9e° AIPAR FIREIS | 2BRIGE AN TAR JIN SRR 6TIGAIE | A ANLER
QI 62lL NS° YR 69 FIR 01'Q IR 5N, @R A1l GER, AR RIS
IQ° 2BRER ‘AN AI9ER FHER CAIRIAN | 69860 6019 @ TR 21e AR |
20 9QRIR FRIEQ @ 11 | AFELE 6AIR 6UIRTIRI 6FRIER AITELRAIE | 9OR
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69101 IG2I6R dixl 0!, FRQ RIR 6QRIR CHINIKN | ERIRAIER AIPIN 621N 618,
QQl, 2R Ja), 6PN QIR LR FIER GlER PRI PRUER 9] 2RIR QRIS |
2| IR6a JodaSrlien 93 62123 6QIN 6QA7IER B @GlIB | FIgQE IPORER
ZROIe IR QPR QPRI FIER JRe @RS | AYER DR 6TIRIE | 96 9@ AFe!
Q1R R 2I& JEIRER 9ol QR G AFK T6Q *EGIQ 6N GRILN, AFQl SIR SIR
JQl AAIYEQ D6 IR BI'Q F1°AR & QTR HRAS |
SN

FIAQNPTR 600 FIAER 6L JAR, 2ISIE FIFER 680 JOR, F98 FIAER
686 g9, QLR IR AR, 2GR IR FIFR 99, A~ @ AIKER G2UR, 98 IR
g8 90Q | 72 AFRIYER FIRRICIER N9° 6RIRUYLR TR FIER FId AR Qe
gee 98 diIRe @028 | @ 09 QGRI &6 ARG 24 | SIFR Jid, 9RIRT, SR,
QIR FRIR, AR, Hal Qael, ARl 2R, 24, NG Q1d, FQEER, AR AQQ,
@@ Qall, 2R, 4ll, IR, KGR, G2, IR 691 SR (IRIgRT) FRCG.
QRIS | 6Q0I6Q 6FINRER AT aR ¥E 6RI0A1 GLR @& | Jaf 6R10a1 6228
qra, 9gl, RGP, YP | 9F 99Q N0IER ZAG (F1aR) 6816 999! 2 6819 2,
QY PPN | Qo1 62100160 geIel A8l @F gl @8Rl | 9olal Ye° 9gd
6R10Q6Q ZRG Q1d PRI | Y0IER QIF AQAER RIFRT 6990 IE 2RI &, QId
6QQ0Iq 400l 90!, M (FI) CRasI m 996!, 627 I8! *QIKIR @ GRlIKIN |
QleNFlinG 98 gel dil R8I | 16 IQIIN IR | 9IAQ IRINE JRIeT AR2IN - 66
el 6925, Qm F1ag, Q@A Q2l, GIR ARR, FR6R @Al Q8 FRQd IR, 9@ I
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204 J96Q gUig, 62Q 98 @ RIY IR IQLIR FAIYIRAIN | 79 Fd°aEe d8a
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Q0 @Al ZQY RAIYER ARG AR RN U6Q 692 F196Q @@ UI& iR BIf O
@R2’S 1 92I1g 6915 102 (AFR)6Q QYR T6Q AR 9& AIF TIgR 86 BRSIR
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TRIR YR A2, CIIRFIRE FIOR IR @A G2l ARG ZERR YRR 69
dela Rl Fem |

Jo2ide 26RIENIER HIRaR, Zediae ATLQ 2Ien @8 gie 6aleR dide
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TRIBAL CUSTOMARY LAW IN INDIA
Abhimanyu Sethy

A Custom is an established mode of social behaviour within the community.
Various scope of human behaviour is prescribed by the community at the conceptual
frame of custom. It is considered as one of the mechanisms of social control and proper
direction for humans to live in the community and to allow the society to spread.
Customary law may be defined as those rules of human action established by habit and
regarded as legally binding by those to whom the rules are applicable, which are adopted
by the courts and applied as source of law?.

Customary law is considered to be the oldest law having its subsistent relevance.
It is still common in different parts of the world. It is not a stagnant law as such, even
though; it is too inflexible to be easily changed. Most of the customs are recognised not
because the courts or legislatures give them sanctity of law but because they are treated
as such law by the community as a whole and people feel themselves bound by them?.

Tribal traditions generally community-based and assigned a relatively high status
to women without making them equal to men. On the other side, modern land laws are
individual-based and ownership is by and large by men3.

The Hindu Code defines custom and tradition as “Any rule which, having been
continuously and uniformly observed for a long time, has obtained the force of law in
any local area, tribe, community, group or family*.Custom is ancient, it follows that it
must be uniform, definite and continuous, for these are the elements to establish its
immemorial use. If there is discontinuance, such discontinuance destroys its
stability>.The Indian Constitution guarantees protection to the Scheduled tribes in order
to let them develop according to their own intellect. The unwritten tribal customary
laws recognised as obligatory to their communities interact with the larger quantity of
the law enacted and enforced by the formal State®.

' Tondon, M. P., “Jurisprudence (Legal Theory)”, (2010), Allahabad Law Agency, Faridabad.

2 Allen, C.K., Law in the Making, Oxford University Press, Oxford

3 Fernandes and Pereira 2005: 27-29). Fernandes, Walter and Melville Pereira. 2005. Land
Relations and Ethnic Conflicts: The Case of North Eastern India. Guwahati: North Eastern
Social Research Centre.

4 Section 3(a) of The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955; see also section 3(a) of The Hindu Adoptions

and Maintenance Act, 1956.

Allen, Sir Carleton Kemp, “Law in the Making”, (1964), Oxford University Press, Ely House,

London W.I

Gangwar, A. K. and P. S. Ramakrishnan. 1992. .Agriculture and Animal husbandry among the

Sulungs and Nishis of Arunachal Pradesh, in Walter Fernandes (ed). National Development

andTribal Deprivation. New Delhi: Indian Social Institute.
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International instruments

Customary laws have a gender dimension in the sense that they define the roles
of men and women. In this chapter we shall not include all its aspects but limit ourselves
to a few issues that have implications for the woman and condition her ownership and
inheritance.

Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Article 9

Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right to belong to an indigenous
community or nation, in accordance with the traditions and customs of the community
or nation concerned.

No disadvantage of any kind may arise from the exercise of such a right.
Article 12

Indigenous peoples have the right to practice and revitalize their cultural traditions
and customs. This includes the right to maintain, protect and develop the past, present
and future

manifestations of their cultures as well as the right to the restitution of cultural,
intellectual, religious and spiritual property taken without their free and informed
consent or in violation of their laws, traditions and customs.

Article 26

Indigenous peoples have the right to own, develop, control and use the lands and
territories, including the total environment of the lands, air, waters, coastal seas, sea-
ice, flora and

fauna and other resources which they have traditionally owned or otherwise
occupied or used. This includes the right to the full recognition of their laws, traditions
and customs,

land-tenure systems and institutions for the development and management of
resources, and the right to effective measures by States to prevent any interference
with, alienation of or encroachment upon these rights.

International Labour Organization Convention 107

This Convention applies to members of tribal or semi-tribal populations in
independent countries whose social and economic conditions are at a less advanced
stage than the stage reached by the other sections of the national community, and
whose status is regulated wholly or partially by their own customs or traditions or by
special laws or regulations.
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In defining the rights and duties of the populations concerned to their customary
laws and Populations shall be allowed to retain their own customs and institutions
where these are not incompatible with the national legal system or the objectives of
integration programmes.

International Labour Organization Convention 169

This Convention applies to tribal peoples in independent countries, whose social,
cultural and economic conditions distinguish them from other sections of the national
community, and whose status is regulated wholly or partially by their own customs or
traditions or by special laws or regulations.

Governments shall have the responsibility for developing, with the participation
of the peoples concerned, co-ordinated and systematic action to protect the rights of
these peoples and to guarantee respect for their integrity and Promoting the full
realizations of the social, economic and cultural rights of these peoples with respect for
their social and cultural identity, their customs and traditions and their institutions. In
applying national laws and regulations to the peoples concerned to their customs or
customary laws.

Tribal peoples shall have the right to retain their own customs and institutions,
where these are not incompatible with fundamental rights defined by the national
legal system and with internationally recognized human rights. Procedures shall be
established, whenever necessary, to resolve conflicts which may arise in the application
of this principle.

The Procedures established by the peoples concerned for the transmission of
land rights among members of these peoples shall be respected and consideration is
being given to their capacity to alienate their lands or otherwise transmit their rights
outside their own community’.

Constitutional Provisions

India’s Constitution also provides protection of tribal indigenous communities
and their customs through Articles 244, 244-A, 371-A, and the Fifth and Sixth
Schedules. The Fifth and Sixth Schedules provide for a system of “Scheduled Areas” or
tribal regions, which are designed to protect the interests of listed indigenous
communities or “Scheduled Tribes.”

7 Traditional Customary Laws and Indigenous Peoples in Asia-By Raja Devasish Roy
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The Fifth Schedule provides for the administration of scheduled areas and
scheduled tribes in the states of India. The Sixth Schedule contains provisions for the
administration of tribal areas in the north-eastern states of India and grants tribes
considerable administrative autonomy, regional administrative unit with its own regional
council. It was only with the enactment of the Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas)
Act, 19968. In addition, other laws are in force to protect the customary rights of tribal
communities. The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition
of Forest Rights) Act, 2006°.

The Constitution of India confers specific rights that are related to the rights of
the indigenous communities to economic and social development. Therefore, Article
21, which confers Right to Life, one of the most read into provisions. Right to Life does
not refer to mere animal existence but life with human dignity'°.The indigenous
communities have a right not to be displaced from their customary rights. They can live
with basic human dignity. Article 21 can check actions that dislocate poor people or
disrupt their lifestyle?!.

Directive Principles and Fundamental Duties

Article 39(b) enjoins a duty upon the state to direct its policy towards ensuring
that the ownership and control the resources of the community sub-serve the common
good. The term ‘material resources of the community’ as used in the article includes
everything that is capable of generating wealth for the community. The term ownership
of community goods to sub- serve the common good is not restricted to natural or
physical goods but also movable or immovable property such as land or other such
assets. Part IV-A imposes a duty on the citizens to value and preserve the rich heritage
of our composite culture; and to protect and improve the natural environment including
forests, lakes and rivers, which are great reservoirs of indigenous knowledge?!?.

Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (PESA

The institutions of governance at local level need to be strengthened so as to
empower them for recognition and revival of customary laws. Under Article 40 of the
Constitution, the state is expected to take necessary steps and endow powers with the

8 Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996,

®  The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,
2006,

10 Supreme Court in Francis Corallie v. Union of India, PUDC v. Union of India

1 Olga Tellis v. Union of IndiaA.l.R.1986 SC 180

12 Article 51A, Constitution of India
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Panchayats. The Constitution also states that a Gram Sabha may exercise such powers
and perform such functions as the legislature of state may by law provide®.

The Provisions of the Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 (PESA),
have been extended to the Scheduled Areas with exceptions and modifications as
specified in the Extension Act. One of the important features of PESA is that it
acknowledges the competence of Gram Sabha, the formal manifestation of a village
community, to ‘safeguard and preserve the traditions and customs of the people, their
cultural identity, community resources and the customary mode of dispute resolutions®.
The Vth Schedule, sometimes described as a Constitution within the Constitution, is
the most comprehensive provision for the protection of the tribal people living in
Scheduled Areas against the State and other exotic forces®.

Biological Diversity Act

The basic source of livelihood of tribal’s is forest produce and it is equally important
that not only biological diversity be conserved but the benefits arising from the same
are equitably shared. The Convention held by the United Nations on Biological Diversity
at Rio de Janerio in 1992. In order to give effect to the said Convention the Biological
Diversity Act, 2002 was enacted. It provides for conservation of Biological Diversity,
sustainable use of its components and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of
the use of biological resources and knowledge.

Forest Rights Act

The Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers are integral to the very
survival and sustainability of the forest ecosystem. A great injustice has been done by
not recognising their rights over their inherited forest lands the Scheduled Tribes and
other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 Acts was
enacted. The Forest Rights Act envisages providing a framework for recording the forest
rights so vested and the nature of evidence required for such recognition and vesting in
respect of forest land; and recognising, recording, and vesting the forest rights and
occupation in forest land with the forest dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other traditional
forest dwellers and to strength the conservation regime of the forests while ensuring
livelihood?®. Legal aid programmes should be undertaken to help them to claim their
rights.

7 21 Article 243 A, Constitution of India

4 5.4(d)of PESA

5 Sharma, B.D. 2001. Tribal Affairs in India: The Crucial Transition. Sahyog Pustak Kuteer Trust,
New Delhi.
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Conclusion and Recommendation

The customary practices in context to land settlement are the actual practice of
decentralisation, in which the people themselves decided on the nature of ownership
and cultivation. The tribal’s have traditionally lived in harmony with nature have evolved
rules. Sustainable development of the small communities, it is imperative to declare
that the basic system of laws governing tribal rights are extremely unclear and it requires
a ‘harmonisation of laws’ between modern law and customary rights/laws of the tribal
communities in India. The first recommendation concerns the process of a serious
reflection among the leaders to evaluate their customary laws and the policy makers
should begin by accepting the importance of the customary law for tribal culture and
identity.

Lecturer, ICSS Law College, Bhadrak,
Contact- 9853421100

6 Workshop on 'AN ALTERNATIVE LL.B. CURRICULUM RELEVANT TO TRIBAL STATES' organised by
IBA-CLE chair National Law School of India Unniversity, Baglore.
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RITUALS OF GADABA TRIBES OF ODISHA : A BRIEF STUDY
Rajendra Padhy

ABSTRACT

Ritual is defined as something that is characteristic of a rite Practices or observation
in particularly of a religion. Gadabas an ethnic tribe of eastern India, observe a numbers
of rites and rituals in their passage of life cycle and seasonal cycle for restore peace,
solidarity, and prosperity, seeking blessing and cooperation of gods and goddesses. In
each and every phase of their life such as birth, puberty, marriage and death ceremony
they perform some rituals for their well being .They also observe all agricultural
operations like first ploughing on the field , seed sowing, protecting crops and livestock
from diseases, harvesting, thrashing and new crop eating . Most of their rituals are
mainly based on agriculture. In their rituals they satisfy super natural spirits, Gods,
Goddesses, Duma (ancestors) for welfare of society. The current paper attempts a brief
study on Religious rituals of Gadaba tribe of Odisha .

Key words: Rituals, Duma, Super natural power, Ancestral spirits, benevolent
spirits, malevolent spirits, Totemic objects.

INTRODUCTION

Gadabas are an ethnic tribe of eastern India .As per 2011 census the total population
of Gadaba in Odisha is 84,689 and in Koraput district they are 68, 677 in numbers. The
literate rate is 39.30%. They are largely found in Lamtaput, semiliguda and Patangi blocks
of Koraput district. In remote past Gadabas lived near a place 'Gada'near Godabari river
of Andhra Pradesh. They migrated to Lamataput, Nandapur, Patangi, Semiliguda ,
Boipariguda blocks long before reign of Nandapur Raja (king). According to their clans
and sub-groups they settle led in small hamlets in the dense forest of Koraput district,
They divided in to some sub-groups like BadaGadaba, SanaGadaba ,Gutob Gadaba,
Peranga Gadaba and Ollar Gadaba. Like other tribes they mostly depend on forest. Their
main occupation is collecting forest products, cultivation and daily labor. Gadabas are
well known for their traditional dresses and ornaments such as nack ring of 500-700gms
each. The most significant part of their traditional costume is their own woven cloth,
which is called 'Kerang'. A Gadbaa woman traditionally wears two pieces of Kerang
cioth which is blue, red and white colored. According to their some myths and legends
the first paddy was discovered and cultivated by Gadabas not only in India but also in
the entire world. Gadabas speak Gutab language and the sub-tribe Ollar Gadabas
languages is Ollari Pata, Gutob belonging to Austro-Asiatic (Mundari) language family
and ollara is under Dravidian language group, Apart from their own language they know
'Desia’ as Lligua-franca for communication with other community. They have their own
traditional songs, tales, myths .riddles etc. which are enriching their folklore.
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The following table indicates the Gadaba months, Hindu and English months with
rituals observed:

Gadaba Months Hindu month English months Rituals/ festival observed
Chaita Chaitra March- April Chaita Parab

Baisak Baishakha April- May Bauda parab

Landi Jyasta May-June | ——————

Asada Ashada June-July Baulani jatra , Guncha
Bandapana Srabana July- August Bandapana parab, Bagjatra
Amasa Bhadrab August-September Nuakhia

Dasara Aswina September- October Dasara

Diali Kartika Ocober-November Diali Parab

Pand Margashira November—December | ——————

Pusa Pousa December- January Pusa parab

Maga Magha January- February Gotar

Phaguna Phalguna February- March Alpada,

Rituals of Super natural powers, Gods, Spirits , Ancestral spirits , Totemic objects

The rituals observed by Gadabas are mainly based on worship of supernatural
powers, Gods, Goddesses, and ancestral spirits. They believe that all the elements of
nature are site of super natural powers and spirits. So they worship all the natural
elements of the world as Debata or Mahaprabhu. They hold responsible for security of
the community. Hence they worship a number of deities, who are cited in the different
elements like soil, water, hills and mountain, forest, thunder, lighting, clouds in regular
intervals. The deities who are responsible for respective departments, they are
Banadebata(The goddesses of forest), Jalakamani ( The goddesses of water), Dangardei
(the goddesses of hill land), dasamati( goddesses of earth or soil), Jatakitara (The
goddesses of thunder), Bijilitara (the goddesses of lighting and clouds), Mauli, Jhakar,
Satbauni, Budhitakurani, Dandapatadei are the Goddesses of epidemics etc. Besides
the above the Gadabas also worship Patakhanda,Gangama, Sun, Moon in their different
rituals for the safe and stability of their family and village . In each Gadaba village there
is an important deity named 'Nisanimunda or Hundi, who is the protector of the village.
The said deity resides in a periphery of the village in a sacred groove surrounded by
different trees like Mahua,Mango, Sal,Kendu etc, they worships their village deity
before celebrating each and every rituals throughout the year, They also perform special
rituals for the deity in Dasara ( month of September- October) to satisfy her and receive
order to observe coming rituals and festivals of the year . In rituals they clean the premises
of Hundi and mop the flour with cow dung. According to advice of village Pujari they
collect fowl, coconut, banana, dhupa, deepa, rice, flower etc. The Pujari performs Biru (
puja) offering fowl to the village deity and pray for peace and harmony in the village .
The above ritual is called Hundi sitala or Mandara.
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Rituals of Ancestral Spirits

There are two types of spirits such as benevolent and malevolent sprits in tribal
religious phenomena. The ancestress spirits are benevolent, who are protector and
good for them. Like other tribes Gadabas believe that even after death the soul exists at
the house or in the village. So they worship their ancestral spirits as 'Dumma’ in different
rituals with regards and pleasure. They also name their children according to sign of
their ancestors. In addition to regular rituals of Dumma they observe certain rituals in
two / three/ twelve years, which is called 'GOTAR PARAB. We can see a number of long
stones fixed around the Sadar danda or periphery of the village as the memory of their
ancestors. Gadabas believe that their ancestors protect them bad affects from the
malevolent sprits or evil spirits, which harmful for man. They always try to satisfy to
Dumma offering food, wine, animals and birds, eggs etc. in their different rituals like
Chait parab, Pus parab, Bandapana parab, Nuakhia, Dasara, Diali, Bauda parab and Gotar
parab etc. The above worship of Gadabas reflects their regards and obligation to their
dead soul of their family. Usually their ancestral spirits are helpful and well wisher, but
those who dies due to attack of wild animals, snake bite, accident and un timely death
like murder or commit suicide etc, their soul wonder as evil spirit , who are very harmful
and they afraid for their evil nature . They called this type of spirits as Bagh Dumma(death
in tigerattack), Bhallu Dumma(death in bear attack), Sap Dumma (death in snake bite),
Pichasa Dumma(death in devil affect) . They satisfy these Dummas offering blood of
animals and birds and other things as per their desire and needs. Gadabas believes that
if the Dummas satisfy with their offering then they go away from their home to another
world.

Totemic rituals

Worship of totemic objects or totemeism is a very significant feature of tribals of
India. The totemic objects are the symbol of clan and family. The tribals are identified as
their totemic objects. Gadaba tribe divided into some group or clan as per their totemic
objects. Their groups or clans are identified as per their clan of origin. The totemic
objects found in Gadaba tribe such as Hantal( cobra snake), Khil or Bagh (tiger), Machha
(fish), lllija (bear), Gid (vulture), Khora (sun), Kukur (dog) Vira (parrot), Gaiiari (monkey)
etc. They do not destroy or eat their totemic objects and they worship these objects in
their rituals. The Khilo( tiger) family of Gadabas of Tukum, Bairipada , Guneipada and
other villages of Lamtaput block performs special rituals ,which is called 'Bagh Jatara/
biru '(tiger worship) in the month of Srabana (July-August) for their safe and security as
well as avoid the attack of the tiger .

Rituals and festivals are observed by the Gadabas as per their age long tradition
and customs followed by generation to generation. In all their rituals they satisfy the
Supernatural powers, deities and their ancestral spirits for wellbeing of house and
community. Their rituals mainly house, village and area or mutha ( constituted a cluster
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of villages )specific .Every Gadaba house holder observes different rituals and worship
their own house deities and ancestors in their house .In village or mutha level rituals
and festivals the religious functionaries like Pujari, Desari, Gurumain and Sira perform
Biru ( puja) like Chaita Parab, Pus Parab, Diali Parab, Baulani , Bagh jatara ,Dasara,
Bandapan Parab etc. In these rituals the village 'Naik' (head of the village) is summoned
a meeting by the help of Barik or Ganda (village watchman} before 15 days of the festival.
In this meeting the Naiak, Desari, Pujari and villagers are discussed about 'Saridabu’(
contributions) ,date and time of the rituals. An auspicious day and time of the ritual is
fixed by the Desari in basis of moon position and by the help of Panji (calendar). By the
order of the Naik his assistant collect the prescribed Saridabu in cash or kind (rice or
paddy) from each house of the village. As per a list prepared by the Pujari or Desari the
required articles such as oil, camphor, dhupa ,vermilion, kajal, coconut banana ,cloth
pieces of different colors, wine, goat, buffalo, fowl, egg etc. collect from local market.
In their rituals the Gadabas offer two types of Bhog that is blood offering and bloodless
offering according to the nature of the deities' .There are very few rituals where blood
is not offered. But blood offering is more prevalent in their all most all rituals and
functions. They mainly offer goat, pig and buffalo, Poultry, duck, pigeon, fish, crab, egg
etc as blood offering rituals. They offer the blood of animals and birds kept in chakni (Sal
leaf cup) and drops of blood are sprinkled over the deities, materials and stone
sometimes mixed with rice and wine. In the time of sacrifice some animals are dressed
with cloths and garland and feed with rice, wine and meat some times, Before sacrifice
an animal or a bird they must be eaten some rice and drink drop of wine, they believe
that unless an animal or bird are not eaten rice the deities not satisfied by their worship.
Generally animals or birds must be killed by one stroke at neck .The head is offered on
the altar, it is the right of Pujari or Desari and the body of scarified animals and birds cut
and cook in the mass feast. In bloodless offering they offer coconut, banana, sweets,
some roots, fruits and grains. In their Biru ( puja) they use certain flowers, fruits, leaves
and twinges like Mango, Jamun, Sargi, Kendu,Belo, Deo badni, Banabhalia,etc, The other
important things such as earthen plates(sara), deep ( lamp), and kalasi( pots), dhop,
turmeric, vermillion, camphor, kajala, small mirror, wooden combs, cotton thread and
pandam( liqur prepared by rice , landa ( liquor prepared from ragi) mahuli ( liquor
prepared from mahua flowers ) salap( juice of sag-date palm tree) are also offered and
used in different rituals to satisfy deities and spirits. In their place of rituals they made
a waning by mango, blackberry , sai branches . The pujari/Desari draw jhoti and jantra
(diagrams) by rice or ragi flour and different colored powders on the floor, where the
puja altar is prepared. Gadabas of Nandapur and Lamtaput block the Bagh jatra (tiger
worship) is observed in some villages for satisfy tigers and save from their life as well as
livestock. In this ritual they prepare two bullocks out of clay as a vehicle to take out the
harmful evil spirits.

Festivals: In their religious rituals they celebrate Bauda parab, Bauiani jatra,
Bandapana parab(Nuakhia),Dasara,Diali, Pusparab and Chaita parab in family and village
level throughout the year. A brief discussion on some Gadaba rituals as follows:
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Bauda Parab: This ritual is observed in the ending of Chaita parab, They perform
Biru (puja) to Hundi debi and also on the road side of the village. Gadabas go for Bahuda
benta( second phase of hunting). The village pujari offers hen to Hundi (village
Goddesses) and declares the ending of Chaita parab . in the evening they arrange a feast
and dance Dhemasa throughout the night.

Baulani jatara /Asada guncha: This is the ritual of abandon the evil spirits from the
village. In the month of Asada (june- July) Gadabas worship Hundi debi and Budhi
Thakurani for good rainfall, good crop and well being of livestock and human being of
the village. The worship is performed by the pujari of the village by offering blood of
goatand fowl, coconut, banana etc, in afternoon the villagers prepare a cart by wood of
Semuli tree and decorated with cloth pieces of different colors .then pujari offer bali
bhog(scarifying a goat ) to Batadebata as well as all the evil spirits and satisfy them . The
villagers and pray all malevolent sprits to go away from the village. They pull the said
cart up to road crossing of three villages and keep it on the road side. They believe that
all evil spirits gone out with the cart from the village.

Bandapana parab : This festival is observed in the month of Srabana (July- August)
for eating of new maize and cucumber . According to a auspicious day fixed by the
Desari (priest) . On that day the the female members of the village bring water in a new
pot from near pond or river . They cook Gayang ( sacred rice ) and offered to Hundi along
with new maize and cucumber . They enjoy with dancing and singing in the night.

Amas parab or Nuakhia parab : In the month of Bhadrab ( August - September)
Gadabas consume new rice in this festival. So it is also called 'Nu khia parab' . They
observe the above festival after harvesting of paddy. They collect new paddy from their
field. They mop their houses and wear new cloths. The female folk brings water and
cook ' Saru 'taking the new rice . They offer the cooked rice to their Ghar debata
(Household deity ) and Duma ( Ancestors) the sacred rice. Then they eat the sacred rice
altogether with their family members. From that day they begin to eat new rice. In
Sadar they perform puja and offer hen, goat and pig to Biran debata for their more crop
and well being of their village.

Dasara: Gadabas celebrate Dsara or mamari parab in the month of Aswin (
September - October ) for protection and wellbeing of their livestock. On Aswina Saptami
they get together near Sadar danda and offer puja by the pujari to Buda debata . In this
ritual they offer goat , hen coconut , banana etc. to satisfy the said God. In evening they
arrange a feast and dance and sing for their enjoyment.

Diali parab: This festival falls on the month of kartik (October - December) .in this
festival they worship Dartani mata for good yield . They also offer puja to Hundi,
Buditakurani, Baira debata and Pusuna debata scarifying hen for welfare of family .on
that auspicious day they review of work of village functionaries like Naik, Challan, Barik
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and Gouda,If they dissatisfied with the work of above persons ,then they change and
select new village functionaries for the coming year . The Challana and Barika collect
paddy from each and every house of the village which is kept in a room under the
supervision of two elderly member of the village .In evening the collected paddy is
measured . They believe that If the paddy is decreased the next year yield will be less
otherwise they predict it will be more. On next day all the villagers served in a feast of
their collected rice.

Pus parab: On the month of Pausa (December- January) Gadabas observe this
festival on purnima ( full moon day) to Worship Pus budia . On that day the married
women of the houses get water from the nearby river or pond and they cook Lie (rice)
mixed with different pulses . at afternoon they feed their livestock the cooked rice and
cattle are garlanded with cake . they offer hen to the Hundi . the thcattle left for grazing,
On the way the gouda (cow yard )collect the garland cakes from the cattle . the villagers
irrespective of age perform Dhemsa dance by the rhythm of their traditional musical
instruments.

Gotar Parab: In the month of Magha (January-February) Gadabas worship their
ancestor's spirits and village deities for their stable and welfare of their family. .in this
ritual they offer male buffalo for male ancestors and female buffalo for females. This
month long ritual continues for one month. The place where Gotar is perfrmed it is
called 'Gotar munda'. They offer buffalo, goat, hen and Pendom ( a liquor made by
rice),Now It is a very expensive rituals for Gadabas and due to consumption of beef is
prohibited the above ritual is not seen in their community.

Alpada: On the full moon day of Phalgun (February-March) the ritual is observed
for eating of new kandul( red millet) .The Barik collect a hand full of rice and some
kandul from each house. And some rice along with kandul of pujari and Sisa's house mix
with the collected grains.. Then they bring water in a new pot. The collected kandul fry
in anew pot and the rice is cooked .the cooked rice and fried kandul are offered to Hundi
debataand kandula debata with scarifying a hen all the villagers eat the cooked rice.
they dance and sing with joy in the night . From that day they start to eat kandul .
therwise who fry the new kandul before the above ritual he pay s fine in cash as
punishment.

Chaita parab: Chaita parab is not only Gadabas but also the grand festival of
different tribes of undivided koraput region.It is also called 'Hunting ceremony'. In past
the festival was observed for one month , but today it is with in seven to fifteen days.
According to a auspicious day fixed by Desari Gadabas observe Landa bijani jatara (
Landa, a liquor, prepared by ragi) .and a goat is scarified on the road . then Lathi ( a long
bamboos , which are symbol of deities ) jatra ( procession )start from Bardauni Takurani
temple to Hundi debi with biting Dhol, Tamak, kharadi ,Mahuri etc.musical instruments.
On that day every household keep the seeds in Debata ghar or Dumaghar ( worship
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room of house goddesses)near dharma deli (a wooden poll as symbol of house deity)
and take all their agriculture and hunting equipments. at . Hundi  the village pujari
offers goat, pig ,coconut, banana etc. to village Goddesses and Jhakar debi. On that day
the elder daughter-in-law of the house or women cook Gayang lie or Soru( sacred rice)
mixing with coconut, chicken in a new pot. The elder male person of the hose offer the
cooked sacred rice , new mango to their ghar debata( house deity) and ancestors in
Siadi leaf plates .In the evening the all family members eat the sacred rice and mango .
The next phase of the festival is Tingiri bent( hunting ). A group of people go to forest
with bow and arrow, tangi, knife,iathi etc for hunting. If they return with any hunting
animals the tribal ladies welcome them with dance and singing, otherwise the women
folk insult them throwing cow dung water. The hunting animals are cooked and shared
equally among the villagers. On that day the another ritual is performed , which is called
'bihan china' The Barika collect seeds from each agricultural households and kept carefully
,s0 that birds and animals cannot be destroyed. The Pujari bring water in anew pot and
offer Biru to hundi with coconut, banana etc. He through a handful of seed to the sky in
east direction.. all the villagers try to collect the seeds . They believe that if they collect
more seeds then their yield of the coming year will be more or rich. As per time fixed by
Desari they plough and sow seeds in their field. All the villagers irrespective of age and
sex they dance sing and marry making the entire festive days.

Conlusion: Like other tribes Gadaba cuiture and livelihood mainly based on
agriculture and forest products. Due to rapidly decline of forest and establishment of
hydroelectricity project in Gadaba concentrated habitants of Lamtaput and Nanadapur
block their socio-cultural life is severely affected. Introduce of political and economical
development schemes the rites and rituals, customs and traditions, faiths and habits,
dance and music are facing in transformations and transitions impact of traditional and
modern forces. The major traditional force is continuous influence and pressure of
Hinduism. The modern forces like Missionary interferences and conversation,
industrialization, urbanization, globalization, displacement, modern education system,
Govt. and N.G.O activities etc. have been changed their inner moral values of their
traditional lifestyle and cultural heritage. The both forces have been destroyed the
primitive ideology and practices, faiths on super natural powers and spirits. So they
forgive their age long believe and practices such as rites and rituals, festivals, religious
institutions, sacred grooves, magic man and religious functionaries etc Now .the tribals
accepted and adopted both Hindu and Christian rites and rituals in their day today
socio-religious life. Their moral values like simplicity, self reliance, cooperation, honesty
etc. are replaced by complicity, competition, individualization.Conflict, frustration and
disturbance in their ethnicity and- identity. Today Gadaba tribe is also facing language
and cultural crises on way of transformation and transition.
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TRIBAL RITUALS INTER-WOVEN WITH THEIR LIFELINE:
AN ANALYSIS OF AGRO-FORESTRY ACTIVITIES IN ODISHA

Trilochan Sahoo
Abstract

Festivals and rituals constitute an integral part of tribal life and living. Tribal festivals
and rituals are marked with activities involved in livelihood, safety and security measures,
health and wellbeing of family members and community. Most of the important rituals of
tribes are based on agriculture and forest forage. Taking accounts from the filed
observations, research findings from noted anthropologists and other researchers and
media presentations as well, this paper analyses-how the tribal religious events, rituals
and festivals in Odisha are inter woven with their lifeline through the agro-forestry
activities? Additionally, the paper is concluded with a highlight of government efforts for
preservation and conservation of tribal festivals and rituals.

Introduction

There are 62 Scheduled tribes including 13 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(earlier known as Primitive Tribal Groups)in Odisha. As per 2011 census the total tribal
population in Odishais 95,90,756, which accounts 22.85% of the Odisha’s total population.
Tribals are known for their unique indigenous culture.

Their cultural heritage refers to that set of cultural elements that man has
created and maintained in the forms of values, norms, beliefs, knowledge and range of
socio-religious activities. All these give meaning and substance to tribal life and living.
Tribals’ faith on nature’s gifts like Sun, Earth, Forest, Hills, Groves, Streams, Rains, Winds
etc., are leveled as deities, which manage their religious believe system. Among these
deities, the Sun and Earth are considered as their principal ones. They are believed to
contribute to sustain the tribal farm and forest based livelihood.

According to the Tribals, the Sun is omnipotent: he is the creator and father while
the earth is believed to be their mother and all other are their offspring. Mostly the
worship of these deities are observed through different festivals and rituals associated
with their main economic activities of agrarian foodstuffs and forest gleaning. All the
rituals and festivals at community level are observed by the members of a village on a
common date which is fixed by the village head-man in consultation with the village
priest. In fact the tribal life revolves around their festivals in which all of them participate,
contribute and share similarly.
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While working with, and doing research on some tribal communities and PVTGs
at different points of time, the writer of this article has had opportunities to observe
their rituals and festivals. With this backdrop, attempt are made below to reflect the
vitality, utility and ingenious implication of some tribal rituals and festivals inter-woven
with their agro-forestry activities through analyzing self-observations in the field,
findings of anthropologists, other researchers and also media presentations.

The highlights of the analysis includes; i.) Utilitarian Tribal Festivals & Rituals-
Rituals observed for bumper forest food, Ritual observed for Success in Hunting and
Rituals observed for Soil fertility and bumper crops, ii) Govt. Initiatives for Conservation
of tribal fairs and festivals- Vanaj-National Tribal Festival/Carnival, National Tribal Dance
Festival, Adivasi Mela, State Level Tribal Festival Organised at District Level and Role of
Special Development Councils and iii) A statement indicating Tribal Festivals being
organized at National, State and District Levels in Odisha.

Utilitarian Tribal Festivals &Rituals

The religion of the tribals of Odisha includes nature worship, shamanism,
anthropomorphism, fetishism and ancestor worship. The world religions were preceded
by societies organized primarily in terms of kinship and neighborhood and in which
religion was primarily magical, by which Weber meant, one in which ritual means were
used to attain utilitarian ends such as rain, good harvests, human fertility, etc. Feasts
and holidays, ‘often with the serious purpose of improving the fertility of the crops, ill,
diversify the somewhat monotonous routine of the agricultural year: their most obvious
features are a stress on various taboos, a ritual hunt, the ritual brewing of beer, the
partaking of sacramental food, and the consecration of seed.(3)

The festivals of tribes relate to their strong religious beliefs in the power of
supernatural elements and community attachment. Tribal traditions capture their
festivals and fairs. Most importantly, the Tribal festivals are occasions during different
seasons relating to forest collections and hunting events, soil fertility, process of
cultivation and harvesting crops. Now let us focus on some examples, which signify the
give-and-take relationship between tribal people and natural resources.

Rituals observed for bumper forest food:There are oral traditions, festivals and
rituals, and that represents the ingredients of worldview of the tribal people relating to
their habitat, nature, natural resources and supernatural being. Traditionally, the tribals
believe that there is no authority over jungle except the forest goddess and hill gods.
All the jungles, hills and mountains have female goddesses and male gods. The Gods
and goddesses are appeased through elaborate celebration of rituals and festivals by
the tribals with the believe that the deities will boon them good collection of
uncultivated food from the jungle.
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A study titled “Forests as Food Producing Habitats” conducted in Rayagada and
Sundargarh districts of recently recorded 121 different kinds of uncultivated foods being
harvested by villagers, mainly tribals. Ninety eight different kinds of uncultivated foods
were used to prepare cooked foods. The study found that forests food could be playing
a vital role in terms of micro-nutrients. Particularly in times of stress, uncultivated foods
form a critical source of nutrition. (2)

The aforesaid lines support the idea of the tribal religion, which justifies the
forest deity worship and its associated festivals and rituals. Let us look below some
observations and research findings on rites of forest deity worship observed by the
tribals for availability of plenty forest foods.

A good example of collecting and consuming forest food by the PVTG, Chuktia
Bhunijia is gathering of Mahua flower from Sosenga forest in Sonabeda Plateau, Nuapada
district. The shrines of Budharaja and Viema are in Sosenga, a Sacred Grove and important
place for all villages of ChuktiaBhunjia in Sonabeda Plateau. Naturally, the place is gifted
with plenty of mahaua trees. The mahulaflower harvest festival of the Chuktia Bhunjia
people of Sunabeda plateau takes place in a central place of the Sosenga Forest. The
people assemble there in the months of March-April when the mahua flowers ripen
and harvested. The priest (Majhi) and Chhatriya worship the deities. Mahua flower,
bucks, fowls and wine are offered to the deities for bumper mahua flower production
and good collection of mahua flowers. They sings and dance while celebrating the rituals.
People share devotional songs relating the deities. After puja, the devotees along with
their family members continue to stay for a month there in leaf-hutments and collect
mahula flowers, which are consumed by them as food round the year and especially
during rains. (5)

We observe among the Birhor tribe in Mankirdiatanda of Kendumundi village in
Mayurbhanj district that the animist Birhors worship Singbanga- Sun God as supreme
deity. They believe that the Sun God has created them and will provide food to live on.
While going out to hunt or to collect forest produce, the Birhor sometimes invokes His
aid to procure him game or honey, as the case may be. Goat or cock is scarified. They
believe that the forest is the abode of their main deities, Logbir and Budhimai. Thus
they worship natural forest for safety against attack of wild animals, successful hunt and
availability of forest produce. They observe the ritual of new mango and mahua flower
eating ceremonies in which they worship their deities with fruits, liquor, handia using
leaf cups. Dancing is a must in all ceremonies. Male and females use to dance to the
tune of madal (drum) and flutes played by men only.

The tribal Festivals, which witnessed Deities the worship of forest gods, are not
only for availing plenty forest foods, but also for the purpose of success in | hunting. The

158



Banaja 2020

following give an account of observation of tribal rituals and festivals linked with success
in hunting.

Ritual observed for Success in Hunting: One important festival of the PVTG people
of Bonda and Diadai of Malkangiri, and Hill-Kharia of Mayurbhanj, PaudiBhuyan of
Sudargarh, Angul and Deogarh and tribals like Bhuiyans, Koya (Bijapandu), Gadaba, etc.is
ChaitraParva. It is celebrated by the tribal for dual purposes, first for akhandasikar
(ceremonial hunting) and secondly for seed sanctification. It is also observed with great
enthusiasm for the whole month of Chaitra. The tribal people remain in festive mood.
They wear new clothes, sacrifice animals and birds before their gods, feast drink, sing
and dance. During the daytime women, young and old, keep on singing and dancing.
The men go out hunting in the jungle. They bring whatever animal comes to their sight.
Any kill they bring, the meat is distributed among all the villagers. The nights are spent
in drinking, singing and dancing.

“Chaiti Parba”, most popular festival among tribals, is observed during the month
of Chaitra of Odia calendar (March/April). In this festival all the men of a tribal village go
together for hunting and don’t return until they get any animal or bird. When they
return home after hunting the women welcome them to the village. Then a feast and
grand ceremony are organised in which all participate in singing and dancing. But if they
return with empty hand, they face the humiliation. The women pour water mixed with
cow dung on them and make a mockery of their failure. In this festival full liberty is
given to all girls as well as women. Boys and girls dance throughout the night and mix
with each other to share their emotions and feeling. A successful hunter offers blood of
the hunt in a leaf cup and offer it to his ancestor. The Juang observe chastity before most
of their important ceremonial occasion. No one should give seed to woman before
giving seed to the Earth.’ ....Before they go out into the forest, the Dehuri make: offerings
to Gram Siri. Mahaprt, Tanpati for the protection of the village in their absence.” ‘From
today we will be going out in to jungle; look after the village for us. He also offers a chick
for his own protection. (3)

The Birhor’s annual ceremonial hunt is known as Diesum Sendrea. In addition to
the worship of Sun and forest deity, Chandi, BandarBir and Hunu’manBir for success in
hunting. In every Birhortanda a piece of rock or stone under some tree is fixed upon as
the seat of the hunting God Chandi and his associates. Before undertaking a hunting
expedition, the nets, sticks, and axes which the hunters carry with them are arranged
under the tree and the Naya offers sacrifices to Chandi to ensure success in the hunt.
Bandar Bir and Hunu’manBir are believed to bring success in catching monkeys in jungle.
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The festival of Chaitraparva is known as Bija Pandu among the Koya tribal in the
Malkangiri district. In aKoya village there happens to be a Bijigudi or house of God, the
abode of ‘Gudimata’, the Mother Earth and also the earth whom they call Bhumu. During
the festival they worship the Godlings with liquor and sacrifice an animal or bird. During
the festival, the men go out hunting and fishing in groups and return home before dark.
During the daytime, the women keep on singing and dancing, waiting for their men to
come. In the evenings, they unite, feast, drink and dance together. The Koyas have
special variety of dance for the festival. Men wear huge headgears of bison-horns,
which are richly decorated with peacock feathers and cowries. The drums are cylindrical
and unusually long. Women wear brass-caps and hold sticks fitted with tinkling bells,
which they strike during the dance in between the beats. They dance in circles singing
songs of love.(4)

Interestingly, enough success in ceremonial hunting in April-May is believed to
contribute to the success of their agricultural efforts. Moreover, the collective festivities
foster a sense of solidarity of the village and fortify one’s confidence in undertaking
major activities in economic and social life as possible.

Rituals observed for soil fertility and bumper crops: Agrarian rituals are one of the
early forms of religious rituals. To tribal people, every part of the agricultural process is
a religious act; their fieldsare temples, hill-clearings as shrines. Rituals observed in
tribal agricultural practices are used specifically to improve crops, animals and to prevent
drought and famine, over time areas were set aside and temples built for these rituals.
Agrarian rituals bring together tribes and provided them an opportunity to gather in
order to prepare for the growing season from cleaning and tilling to celebrate the harvest.
Agricultural rituals were passed down from generation to generation.

Among the tribesmen, festivities connected with sowing, harvesting and
consumption of first fruits and among shifting cultivations, the feeling of the jungle and
burning it down for reduction to ash manure are important ones. The annual cycle of
rituals commence right from the initiation of agricultural operation, for instance, among
the Bhuyan, Bondo, Didayi, Juang, Dangaria Kandha, and Saora, Lanjia Saora, who practice
shifting cultivation, religious beliefs and practices aim at ensuring personal security and
happiness as well as community wellbeing and group solidarity. The main aim of rituals
is to get favour of deities and spirits. This is done by establishing bond between the
tribal priest and the deity or spirit. The communication with deities and spirits is a vital
part of rituals. Usually, Animal and bird sacrifice is an integral part of all most all rituals.
Sacrifice is common in agricultural societies, only the best livestock was sacrificed, and
no inferior animals were used.
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The turmeric cultivation (chief source of income) is almost a religious rite with
the Kandhas. The Kandhas respect the Goddess Dharani Penu (Mother Earth)as She
decides the existence and development of crops on her surface. It provides nutrition
for the growth of crops and controls both rain and weather, which are pre-requisites for
the growth of crops. She is believed to be sustained the life through both propitiation,
and celebration with elaborate rituals. Her worship is obligatory before the start of
agricultural activities, like clearing and ploughing and even after the harvesting.

Kedu is the most important festival of the Kutia Kandhas of Phulbani district and
DangriaKandha of Rayagada district where they are largely concentrated. The festival is
held in different villages in different years. The place and date of the festival are decided
years ahead. This festival continues for five days and different rituals are prescribed for
each day. The Buffalos sacrifices are made on the third and the fourth days in a most cruel
manner. The animal is tethered in the place of worship. Men and women get drunk, dance
in frantic mood and then kill the animal by cutting its limbs piece by piece. Then they carry
the blood and a piece of meat and bury it in the field where they produce turmeric. They
believe that this would yield them a good crop of turmeric as red as the blood of the
animal. Through this festival, they propitiate the Mother Earth. (1)

The feast and festivals of the Pauri Bhuinyas show that the Pauris worship their
deities with a view to gain economic and other benefits. Almost all rituals and festivals
which are observed by the Pauris are closely associated with agricultural activities and
the deities are propitiated to guard their crops, ensure good rainfall and help in getting
a bumper crop and to keep the Pauris free from disease and disaster. Boram is considered
to be the most powerful deity of the PaudiBhuyan. Some Pauris identify Borams with
the Sun God. The deity resides in the sacred grove situated at the outskirt of the village
and is represented by stone emblem. In most of the major ceremonies the deity is
propitiated duly and fowls and goats are sacrificed and rice is offered to her. The festival
called Boram Puja which is performed in the month of Chaita is celebrated in honour of
Boram to mark certain phases of agricultural operations such as forest clearing and
setting fire to dried matter in the swiddens and sowing paddy and Gulji. Besides, other
important annual festivals like Kath Jatra AkshyaTritia, Bihina Puja are performed near
the sacred altar of the Boram called BoramMerh. (6)

The ChuktiaBhunjias observe a 15-day Dashahara festival in the shrine of Sunadei,
their Supreme deity, during October every year. The main worship of ChuktiaBhunjia
takes place on Dasahara Day in which all the Bhunjia of 84 villages gather at Sunabeda
and worship Sunadei. During the festival period a lamp is kept burning uninterrupted
under the old and big Sacred Banyan Tree, the shrine of Sunadei. The Chhatriya holds
the Umbrella open during the worship. The main priest, Pujari, offer food and prayer to
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Sundei. Bucks and Parrorts are scarified by the Kataria. If properly appeased, She is
believed to bring rains and prosperity to the area. (5)

Chaitra Festival is an agricultural festival celebrated by ChuktiaBhunjia in the
month of April-May. On the fixed date, male member(s) from each household gather at
a sacred grove called Lingdeo, where they worship God Ling, located on the outskirts of
the village. The pujhari worships all the gods and goddesses there on behalf of the
villagers by offering liquor, rice, coconut and by sacrificing a hen and a male goat. Then
a ritual for sanctification of seed is observed under the Banyan Tree. The Chhatrya(Asst.
Pujari) of the village provides 5 kg of seeds. The seeds are sanctified before the deity
through the ritual and distributed among all the Bhunjias for showing in dahi cultivation.
At the end of the festival, the pujhari asks people to prepare a symbolic form of agricultural
field, a plough and two bullocks, which they make with small branches and leaves of
bardi (Ficusbenghalensis) tree, respectively. He (pujhari) tills the land with these
symbolic plough and bullocks as in real life and others fill water in the symbolic
agricultural field. Some people pour water over the pujhari as if it is raining. He worships
gods and goddesses for good rain and good harvesting. He also acts like he is broadcasting
paddy, transplanting seedlings and catching fish and shell as the farmers do in real life.
In the evening, they again assemble at same place, bringing a new white cloth with
them. The meat of sacrificed animals is equally distributed among the households. The
pujhari then gives a handful of paddy taken from his home to everybody which they
broadcast in their own agricultural land on Akshitritiya day. (7)

Govt. Initiatives for Conservation of tribal fairs and festivals

In course of time, under the influences of other culture, like great religion like
Hinduism and Christianity etc., the little tribal traditions in religious affairs, fairs and
festivals of some tribal people have undergone with some changes. Some religious
events, fairs and festivals of tribals have been modified by adopting the neighboring
festivals and rituals, say Makar, Raja, Kalipuja, Dusherah and the like. Often modern
musical instruments are being used in tribal dance and music along with tribal opera in
different festivals. As such, some of the Tribal traditional festivals and rituals have
started losing their traditional gaiety and faced diminishing ambience.Associated
attributes of tribal festivals and rituals like folk-stories, folk-tales, folk-myths, folk-songs,
folk-dance, folk-music, etc. are waning-away rapidly, and need special attention.

In view of the above, the Government Departments and agencies like Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, Govt. of India, TRIFED, STs & SCs Development Department, Govt. of Odisha,
Special Development Councils and District Cultural Councils of Culture Department,
SCSTRTI, Academy of Tribal Language and Culture have extended schemes and
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programmes for organization of different Tribal Festivals at National, State and district
levels wherein attempts have been made to promote and propagate tribal festivals,
dances and Music along with PallishrreMela/ craft mela for display and sale of tribal
produces. Examples of such schemes and programmes are briefed below.

Vanaj-National Tribal Festival/Carnival-: At National levelthe National Tribal
Festival/Carnival-Vanaj are being organized as an annual feature by the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs (MoTA) since the year 2015. This serves to showcase the glimpses of rich
cultural heritage of tribal people across the country through unique forms of folk dances,
songs, cuisine, exhibition and demonstration of traditional skill in painting, art and
craft, medicinal practices. From 2017-18 onwards the National Tribal Festival titled
“AadiMahotsav” has been organized by MoTA, GOI in collaboration with Tribal
Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED).(11)

National Tribal Dance Festival: The National Tribal Dance Festival is an annual
festival celebrated by the aborigines and tribal of India in the National Capital Region of
India i.e. New Delhi and also by different State/UTs Tribal Research Institutes at their
state headquarters. The SCSTRTI, ST&SC Development Department organizes this 3-Day
Tribal Dance Festival annually during the month of December/January. It is being
organized with financial support from the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of
India at Bhubaneswar in collaboration with IGRMS, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh/ATLC,
Bhubaneswar. The festival is used to mark the dances of Adivasi and tribal people in
India and their indigenous tribal dance culture. The festival show cases traditional tribal
dances performed in different ritual occasions like weddings, agricultural rituals, crop
harvestings, new food-fruit eating and on other festivals.

AdivasiMela: The Tribal Exhibition and festival is held every year in the Odisha
capital city, Bhubaneswar. ST & SC Development Department, Govt. of Odihsa with
technical supports of ATLC and SCSTRTI organizes the Annual Adivasi Exhibition and
Mela. All Tribal development agencies, like ITDAs, Micro Projects provides filed level
supports starting from  creation of tribal habitats, tribal mandi and sponsoring tribal
cultural programmes. The festival is usually held for a fortnight during the months of
January and February. The aim of the AdivasiMela is to introduce people from all over
the world to the thriving indigenous culture of the region, its food, attire and myriad
traditions of the tribes. This is the oldest and the most colorful festival of tribal people
where all the 62 tribes people including 13 PVTGs, come over to the exhibition ground
& spread out their ethnic mosaic. On display, as well as for sale, is tribal jewellery,
agricultural produce, MFPs, art and crafts. Lots of tribal dance shows are put up for
visitors to enjoy. The specialty of the AdivasiMela is that it gives rewards to a select of
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tribal artists (art, craft, music, songs), educationalist, best students and eminent persons,
who have contributed significantly to the field of tribal language and culture.

State Level Tribal Festival Organised at District Level: The Tribal Festivals (state
level) are being organised in 9tribal dominated districts at district level as state festivals
by District Council of Culture, and Special Development Councils. These are leading
festival of Odisha State and unique. The main aim of the festivals are spotting hidden
talents in the field of art, culture and sports at the grass-root level as well as to promote
the rich cultural heritage of the tribal region. The Festivals extend scope to the talented
youth lying idle in the rural areas and to encourage them to come forward and join
hands with the district administration to attain the ultimate goal of nation building.
These are about a month-long festival where large numbers of people participate. Local
tribal artists and sportspersons participate in the G.P./ Block/ULB and District level
competitions and celebrations.

During the initiation of the tribal festivals the local groups of tribal dancers and
artistes reach the specified sacred places (shrine of the principal deity) in a colourful
procession in the march amid blowing of conch and traditional folk dances tribal troupes.
After the initiation a ritual is performed to appease the local deity for success of the
festival. Amidst tribal dance, beating of drums and presence of all sections of people,
the sacred torch is given to representatives in traditional tribal events like tribal music,
dance, art and craft, traditional sports, etc asper the traditions and heritage of the region.
Amidst all the traditional rituals, fairs and entertaining activities like folk dance & music,
Tribal operas also held during this carnival which extends throughout the night. These
tribal festivals function as a common platform for the tribal flock to exhibit their hidden
talent. This is said to be a cultural revolution.

Moreover, this festivals show conduct of competitions in traditional tribal events
like tribal music, dance, art and craft, traditional sports, etc. which has helped in
preserving the heritage of this region against the threat of extinction due to rapid
industrialization, urbanization and other cultural invasions. Additionally, different
cultural programmes like tribal and folk dance festival, Craft mela, Pallishreemela, Book-
fair, Artist camp-cum-Art Exhibition, Seminar, Mini Marathon, KabiSammelan, Tribal
Workshop, Seminar, etc. are being organised during the festive occasions by inviting
eminent artists and troupes from and outside the State. These are a forum of interaction
and exchange among different kinds of tribal culture from all over the country.

Role of Special Development Councils: Further, it is to be mentioned here that the
Special Development Councils, newly created by Odisha State Government, have been
set up in nine tribal dominated districts for development and popularization of tribal
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culture and heritage.The Tribal Development Department through 9 Special Development
Councils employs several programmes for the development of Adivasis. The councils
have been formed with key objectives of conservation and propagation of tribal culture,
recognition of indigenous knowledge, documentation of tribal culture, tradition and
practices, identification of tribal resources, organizing exposure visit, promotion of tribal
language and dialects besides area specific development interventions. For cultural
development, Adivasis were provided traditional costumes and ornaments and musical
instruments for promotion and preservation of their festivals and dances.

A Statement indicating different Festivals regularly organized by the said agencies
at different level, which have been given much importance for the events of tribal
rituals and festivals duly reflecting their agricultural and forest activities is placed below.

Sl. Name of Place where Held Duration Objectives of Tribal
No. Festivals& Festivals
Organizers

I. National Level Tribal Festival

1.1 AdiMohastba, New Delhi & Annually for To celebrate, cherish,
MoTA, GO, in different places across 11 to 15 Days and promote the spirit
New Delhi the country as decided of tribal craft, culture,

by MoTA, GOI. & TRIFED cuisine and commerce
from time to time. and to showcase
traditional
art, handicrafts and
cultural heritage of the
country.

1.2. | National Tribal New Delhi/ State Annually for To mark the dances
Dance Festival, Capitals/Bhubaneswar, 3 Days of Adivasi and tribal
SCSTRTI, Utkal Kala Mandap/ (December/Ja | people in India and
Bhubaneswar IDCO Exhibition Ground nuary) their indigenous tribal

dance culture.

1] State Level Tribal Festivals, Bhubaneswar

2.1 Adivasi Mela/ Bhubaneswar, Annually for Preservation and
Exhibition IDCO Exhibition Ground 15 Days propagation of tribal
ST & SC (26th January- | culture and tradition,
Development g™ February) heritage and tribal
Deptt., Odisha identity through

organization of
traditional tribal
events like tribal
music, dance, art and
craft, traditional
culture, etc..

2.2 LokakalaMohast | Utkal Mandap, Annually Popularization of Folk
aba (Folk Art Bhubaneswar 3- Days Art.

Festival) by (February)
Culture

Department

QOdisha
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State Level Tribal Festivals Held at District Level.

3.1 | Parab, In Koraput. Also Annually
District Cultural organised at block and 5- Days
Society/Special sub-division level (December)
development
Council

3.2 | 9atra’ by District | Sunndargarh Annually
Culture Council,

Sundargarh

3.3 | Mondei Mondei Ground, Annually
Mahostav Nabarangpur 5- Days
(Mondei festival Festival is also observed (December)
and at different popular
Pallishreemela ) locations
by Special (GPs/Blocks) throughout
Development the district.

Council & District
Cultural
Association

3.4 | Gajapati Utsav Parlakhemundi Annually
by Special 3- Days
Development
Council /District
Cultural
Association

3.5 | MalyabantaMah | DNK Ground, Annually
ostav Malkangiri, 3- Days
By District Festival is also observed
Council of at different popular
Culture and locations
Tourism (GPs/Blocks) throughout
Department, the district.

Odisha

3.6 Chaiti Festival, Rayagada, Annually
By District Festival is also observed 3- Days
Council of at different popular
Culture and locations
Tourism (GPs/Blocks) throughout
Department, the district.

Odisha
3.7 | KalahandiUtsav Bhawanipatna, Annually
— Ghumura Kalahandi, Festival is also | 4- Days
observed at different
popular locations
(GPs/Blocks) throughout
the district.

3.8 | ChaitraParvaChh | Baripada, Annually

au Festival Mayurbhanj 3-day festival
March-April

3.9 | GonasikaMahots | Kalipadia, Annually

av Keonjhar 5-days

Preservation and
propagation of tribal
culture and tradition,
heritage and tribal
identity through
organization of
traditional tribal
events like tribal
music, dance, art and
craft, traditional
sports, etc of the
region.
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