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Mahatma Gandhi :  The Apostle of Non-violence and Peace 



Mahatma Gandhi addressing a huge gathering at the Kathjuri river-bed, Cuttack. 

The Mahatma and his followers during a Padyatra



The Mahatma : The redeemer of the downtrodden



The Mahatma, the Father of the Nation



Saheed  Smruti Stambhas at Eram and Papadahandi



Barabati Fort :
The Mute Witness to Ancient Odishan

Military Glory



'Ahimsha Rath' Travelling Across the State



Man lives through his deeds and becomes
immortal. Mohan Das Karamchand Gandhi,

the Father of the nation, is still alive in the minds of
millions of people in the world for his noble endeavour
in choosing the path of Non-violence to spearhead
our national struggle against the mighty British Empire.
The history of Freedom Movement in India narrates
the inspiring tale of dedication, sacrifice and
commitment to higher values of life by innumerable
Freedom Fighters. The Indian National Movement
was a series of historic event with the ultimate aim of
ending the colonial rule in India. Regional support to
national leadership was an important feature of the
national freedom movement. Our state Odisha
occupies a prominent place in the struggle for
freedom. The Odia nationalism slowly developed and
it gradually grew into a phenomenon embracing the
whole of Odisha.

The Odishan Freedom Struggle was intensified with the firm resistance under  great
patriot Jayee Rajguru in Khurdha, the Paik Rebellion of 1817 under the leadership of Buxi
Jagabandhu, the rebellion of Ghumusar under Dora Bisoyee and Chakra Bisoyee, the Prajamandal
movement, the irresistible revolts by great patriots like Chakhi Khuntia, Veer Surendra Sai,
Saheed Laxman Nayak, Birsa Munda, Baji Rout, Raghunath Mohanty and Dibakar Parida, the
selfless service and supreme sacrifice of innumerable freedom fighters, the undaunted leadership
by Utkalmani Pandit Gopabandhu Das, Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das, Acharya Harihar Das,
Gopabandhu Choudhury, Nabakrushna Choudhury, Maa Rama Devi, Malati Choudhury, Parbati

Editor’s Note



Giri, Harekrushna Mahtab, Biju
Patnaik and innumerable brave
sons and daughters of our soil.
Literary activities encouraged the
freedom activists and infused a
sense of patriotism in the common
mass mostly by Vyasakabi
Fakirmohan Senapati, Kuntala
Kumari Sabat, Madhusudan Rao,
Nanda Kishore Bal,
Banchhanidhi Mohanty, Jatiya
Kabi Birakishore, Kantakabi
Laxmikant Mohapatra and many
others. The great freedom fighter
Subhas Chandra Bose was from the soil of Odisha, who challenged the mighty Britishers by
forming Indian National Army. He was inspired from this sacred soil during his childhood at
Cuttack.

Odisha commemorates the completion of 75 years of Indian Independence by organising
"Swadhinata ra Ucchhwas" in a befitting manner. Various programmes are being implemented
by our State Government which is inculcating a sense of patriotic fervour since last 3 years. To
propagate the ideals, thoughts and vision of Mahatma Gandhijee, Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri
Naveen Patnaik has flagged off the "Ahimsa Rath" which is travelling across the State and will
complete its journey on 2nd October 2022. Besides, a special issue of ‘Utkal Prasanga’ and
‘Odisha Review’  is being published
to commemorate the completion of
75 years of Indian Independence,
which tries to elucidate the glorious
role played by legends of Odisha in
the national freedom struggle.
Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Naveen
Patnaik had called for the idea of “
Ahimsa” or non-violence to be
included in the preamble of Indian
Constitution. Widely supported by
the people of the State, subsequently
the Odisha Assembly had
unanimously passed a resolution to



this effect. The resolution was
passed to commemorate the
100th anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhijee’s first visit to Odisha
on 23 rd of March, 1921.
Moreover, 30 lakh national flags
prepared by the women members
of SHGs were distributed
throughout the State for creating
a feeling of enthusiasm and
patriotic fervour among the
general public thereby assisting
the Self Help Groups in generating
additional income. Women
empowerment has been perceptible in Odisha. Village economy is getting priority and the
income of the farmers, the backbone of the society, has been doubled owing to the constant
effort as well as result-oriented initiatives of the State Government. Transparency, Accountability
and Work culture has been ensured with implementation of 5 Ts and Mo Sarkar. Odisha is,
indeed, a peace loving State with communal harmony. The State Government is relentlessly
making efforts for socio-economic development of all the people with special focus on the
welfare of the people at the grassroots level of the society. By this way, Odisha is paying its
homage to the Father of the Nation for his extraordinary affection towards the State for which
reason he had visited Odisha 8 times during his lifetime.

We have made a humble attempt to bring to the limelight the history of freedom struggle
in Odisha by compiling articles on freedom fighters. Further attempt is being made for inclusion
of the contribution of the unsung freedom fighters of Odisha in this process. The motto of this
initiative is to motivate the coming generation with Gandhian ideology and to enliven the story
of untold miseries borne by  our forefathers in achieving the long-cherished goal of independence.
For their invaluable contributions, today, we live in an independent country. While remaining
conscious of our rights, we must not forget our duty for our motherland.

Jay Hind.
Bande Utkal Janani.

       Editor, Odisha Review
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Habitational History and material culture of
Odisha can safely be traced back to

Prehistoric time with beginnings during Lower
palaeolithic age roughly dated to 1.5 million to
200000 years ago. Prehistoric human activity
continued unabetted down to third millennium
B.C.E. when Chalcolithic age began. Discovery
of Stone Age tools and other artefacts from
different parts of Odisha provides a clear picture
about existence of Lower Palaeolithic, Middle
Palaeolithic, Upper Palaeolithic Mesolithic,
Neolithic and Chalcolithic cultures in Odisha. In
1876, Valentine Ball, a geologist reported
Palaeolithic artefacts from four places such as
Angul, Talcher, Dhenkanal and Bursapalli in
Sambalpur. Since then archaeologists have
brought to light more than 150 Lower Palaeolithic
sites from Mayurbhanj, Dhenkanal, Keonjhar,
Angul, Sundargarh, Sambalpur, Bargarh,Bolangir,
Kalahandi, Nuapada, Phulbani, Jajpur and
Nayagarh districts. Although majority of the sites
are located mostly in Mayurbhanj, Angul,
Dhenkanal and Sambalpur districts, but large parts
of Odisha has still remained unexplored. Similarly
Middle Palaeolithic Cultures have been reported
from Mayurbhanj, Dhenkanal, Sundargarh,
Keonjhar, Bolangir, Bargarh and Kalahandi
Districts. Upper Palaeolithic which roughly

History of Odisha in Retrospect

Prof. Laxmikant Mishra

evolved during 40000 years B.P. to 10000 years
B.P. are reported from Upper Indravati Basin in
undivided Koraput District, Mayurbhanj,
Keonjhar, Jajpur, Dhenkanal, Sundargarh,
Sambalpur, and Bargarh Districts. A clear picture
about Upper palaeolithic culture in Odisha is yet
to emerge because of absence of serious research
in explorations in different parts of Odisha. In
comparison to the same the Mesolithic phase has
a distinct horizon in Odishan prehistory. The tool
types of Lower Palaeolithic include hand axes,
cleavers, knives, choppers, picks, scrappers,
flake tools, chisels and pointed tools besides many
simple artefacts. The Middle palaeolithic tools so
far discovered are scrappers, borers, points,
notch, cores and flakes. The Upper Palaeolithic
tools as else where in India and World
Archaeology include blades, borers, burins,
beaks, points, knives, scrappers, notches, cores,
flakes and waste products as well. The Mesolithic
Age characterised by the appearance of small and
highly variable stone implements generally called
as microlithic tools which made its appearance in
the Post Glacial Holocene environment
corresponding roughly to 10000 B.P.
Chronologically it is passed by Upper Palaeolithic
and succeeded by Neolithic Age which witnessed
introduction of Agriculture, whereas the border
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lines between Upper Palaeolithic and Mesolithic
remained thin. Similarly, the Mesolithic persisted
through neolithic, chalcolithic, Iron Age and Early
Historic periods. The subsistence activity of the
phase remained largely foraging economy with
large scale emphasis on small game hunting and
fishing, which is still being practised by the
primitive tribals of the country including Odisha.
Mesolithic cultures have been discovered from
almost all the districts of Odisha except four
coastal districts such as Kendrapara, Bhadrak,
Jagatsinghpur and Puri. Bhubaneswar, the capital
of Odisha possessed Mesolithic sites which
provided the place a habitational history of more
than 10000 years. Ethno-archaeological studies
undertaken by the scholars pertinently proved the
fact that the primitive tribals of Odisha like Juangs,
Saoras, Kondhs and Parajas etc. are the
descendants of the Mesolithic people of the region.
Distinct identity of Mesolithic people of Odisha
is the discovery of microliths along with the heavy
duty tools. A well developed blade technology is
the most outstanding feature of the microlithic
based Mesolithic culture. Lower limit of
Mesolithic may be dated to 2500 B.C.

Since the discovery of first neolithic
artefact by P. Acharya in 1922 from Baidyapur in
Mayurbhanj, several neolithic sites have been
discovered from various parts of Odisha.
Baidyapur provides the first evidence of the
beginning of food production in second millennium
before the Christian era. Kuchai, also in
Mayurbhanj shows clear evidence about
transition from Mesolithic hunting gathering to
food production. This site revealed rice remains
and also mild rice impression in ceramics. The
excavations at Golbai (1993), limited excavation
at Gopalpur (1998), excavations at
Khameswarpali and Harirajpur (2013) have also

unearthed archaeobotanical remains of rice.
Golbai excavations suggest a subsistence system
which consisted of rice and pulse agriculture,
hunting, fishing and stockbreeding.   The dominant
tool types were shouldered tools and ring stones
which were used mostly for agricultural purposes.
Odishan Neolithic is an axe dominated one. The
Neolithic culture in Odisha may be bracketed
between 3500-500 B.C. Like Mesolithic, the
Neolithic phase characterised by agricultural
activity had also survived through the chalcolithic
phase. These are attested to the discoveries from
Golabai, Gopalpur and Sankarjang. Neolithic sites
have yielded potsherds of primitive type. The
Neolithic Phase has also witnessed rock paintings
and rock engraving, From Yogimath in Kalahandi
District, Ulapgarh and Vikramkhol in Sambalpur
District; Manikmunda and Usakothi in Sundargarh
district and Keonjhar regions, rock paintings and
rock engraving are discovered. The paintings and
engravings provide ample evidence about
domestication of animals and pastoralism besides
agriculture.

The date of early historic Sisupalgarh has
been pushed back to 600-500 B.C. from the
earlier dates of 300-200 B.C. assigned by B.B.
Lal (1949) due to recent excavations undertaken
by Deccan College team. The site also contains
Neolithic artefacts; Black and Red ware pottery,
iron objects, beads of shell, carnelian, agate,
crystal, jasper which indicate early beginning of
the site. Hence, Bhubaneswar having pre-historic
antiquity is clearly established.

Although the cultural attributes of the
Chalcolithic phase which marked a transition to
early historic period have long remained
problematic, recent researches during the last two
decades have provided ample evidences to
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understand Chalcolithic Cultures and their
transition to early historic period. Archaeologists
have identified six major clusters for such
transition. One cluster is along the Daya Valley
from Bhubaneswar to Jaugarh in Rishikulya Valley.
The second cluster is the Middle Mahanadi Valley
from Choudwar to Sonepur region and the third
cluster is in the highlands of western Odisha. The
fourth and fifth clusters would lie to the north and
south of Mahanadi. The sixth cluster comprised
northern Odisha along Brahmani and Baitarani
Valley. So far Seventy-Six Chalcolithic and Forty
Eight Early historic sites have been discovered
from different parts of Odisha.

The Early Historic period in Coastal
Odisha is marked by many important
developments. Firstly, many major sites such as
Sisupalgarh, Talapada, Jaugada that emerged
during 6th-5th Century B.C. or may be earlier
expanded enormously in the early historical period
between 3rd Century B.C. to 3rd Century A.D.
Secondly, fortified settlements emerged all along
the Coastal plain at a regular distance of 50 kms.
Thirdly the coastal urban centres which had
beginnings in the early periods were connected
with the maritime network of Bay of Bengal.
Evidence from Manikpatna and Palur attest to
this process. Fourthly, some Chalcolithic sites like
Golbai and Khameswaripali did not make any
transition to early historic period. Fifthly, many
small centres came up which became feeder
centres to the big centres.

Early Historic phase connected to the
period between the Mauryas to the Guptas is
characterised by monetary economy,
development of specialised centres of production
and consumption, organised religious architecture
in the form of the Jain and Budhist sites in

Khandagiri-Udayagiri complex in Bhubaneswar
and Lalitagiri and Udayagiri in undivided Cuttack
District.

The available archaeological data indicate
maximisation and intensification of resource
bases. Besides, the data also point to existence
of inter-regional trade and contact.

           The Kalinga War of Ashoka fought in
C.261 B.C.E. may roughly be ascribed to the
earliest date of the beginning of early historic period
in Odisha. Ashokan period in Odishan History
provide us cogent evidence of the prevalence of
writing. Resource exploitation is often considered
as the primary cause behind the Kalinga war.
During the early historic Odisha, emergence of
the fortified sites is clearly noticeable. Some of
the major fortified sites are Narla Asurgarh,
Kharligarh in Kalahandi and Bolangir, Manmunda
in Sonepur delta, Badmal again in Sonepur region,
Radhanagar in Jajpur district, Sisupalgarh in
Bhubaneswar, Talapada in Khorda District.,
Jaugarh in Rishikulya Valley, Lathi near
Berhampur, Kalinganagar in the Vamsadhara
valley, which were developed into nodal centres
of early historic period. All these major sites were
connected to several local feeding centres
obviously pointing to expansion of state societies
during the Mauryan Period and accelerated further
during the time of Kharavela in second half of
first century B.C. These urban centres remained
stable population centres until 3rd century A.D.
irrespective of political ramifications. The
expansion of Mauryan State society in Odisha is
evident from the special Kalinga Rock Edicts
referring not only to the provincial capital of Tosali
(Dhauli) and Samapa (Jaugarh), but also to
provincial governors, numerous Mahamatas and
hierarchy of officials. Kharavela described himself
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in the Hathigumpha inscription as Kalingadhipati,
Chakradhar (the holder of the wheel of
Sovereignty), which point to the institutionalisation
of the political state, Kingship, army and political
elites. A small inscription in the Khandagiri and
Udayagiri caves refer to various officials like
Kama, Chulakama and Padamulika etc. These
evidences point to existence of awareness about
the State during early historic period. Kharavela
established Kalinga not only as an independent
Kingdom in the east coast of India but also
expanded its territorial dimensions in different
directions.  Kalinga was extended from the
Ganges in the north to the Godavari in the south.
Similarly in the western and south-western
directions Kalinga was expanded upto Vindhyas
in Central India and Maharastra as well as
northern Karnataka regions.

The Chedi rule which took Kalinga in to
the heights of its glory under Kharavela came to
an end in the beginning of second century A.D.
Scholars agree on the basis of numismatic
evidences about Satavahana rule in Odisha during
this period. After the Satavahanas, the Murundas
are said to have ruled over Odisha during 2nd
and 3rd century A.D. This is attested to by the
discovery of Puri-Kusana and Kusana coins from
all over Odisha including Puri, Ganjam and
Mayurbhanj Districts. During the Satavahana and
Murunda/ Kushana occupation of Odisha, all
elements of the State were not clearly visible, but
State society was very much existent.

               It was only during second half of the
fourth century A.D. corresponding to the period
after Samudragupta’s compaigns in South India
that state societies started expanding in the tribal
and forested hilly tracts in western and southern
Odisha. Of the twelve States mentioned in the

Allahbad Pillar Prasasti, about seven chiefdoms
were located in Odisha. Infact, Samudragupta’s
invasions created a new chapter in the political
and cultural history of Odisha. The process of
sub-regional State formation started and the three
different cultural zones such as Tosali, Kosala and
Kalinga emerged in coastal western and southern
Odisha respectively had their genesis and further
augmentation.

The period during 350 ACE to 735 ACE
witnessed emergence of sub-regional States in
different geographical zones of Odisha. In the
Kalinga region corresponding to undivided
Ganjam and Koraput districts, several sub-
regional kingdoms flourished. During 4th and 5th
century CE, the Matharas, the Pitrubhaktas and
the Vasisthas were ruling over Puri, Ganjam,
Gajapati, parts of Koraput and coastal Andhra
stretched up to Visakhapatnam territoy. The
period witnessed the creation of a Sanskrit
cosmopolis in this part of Odisha. After the
Marathas during fifth and sixth century, the Nalas
ruled over Koraput and Kalahandi districts of
Odisha and Bastar district of Chhatisgarh. During
5th and 6th century CE, the Kalinga region in
South Odisha remained under the suzerainty of
the eastern Gangas. From the middle of the sixth
century to the middle of eighth century, the Kalinga
region corresponding to Gajapati and Ganjam
districts, then known as Kangoda Mandala was
being ruled by the Sailodvabas. The Sailodvaba
rule inaugurated the process of unification of
Odisha.

             During the period under review in the
Toshala part of Odisha, we find the Vigrahas, the
Manas, the Dattas ruling over Puri, Cuttack and
Balasore regions. The period is characterised by
intensification of political control and further
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expansion of state society in Odisha. The western
Odisha known as “Koshala” was being ruled by
the Nagas and the Sarabhapuriyas. The first half
of seventh century CE saw Sasanka’s control over
Odisha and Chalukya king Pulakeshin II’s conflict
with Harsha over possession of Odisha. The
Chinese pilgrim Hieun Tsang visited Odisha in 638
CE and reported about religious condition of
Odisha.

The Bhaumakaras who came to power
roughly in 736 C.E after the Sailodvabas were
able to unite the whole of coastal Odisha
comprising Ganjam, Cuttack, Balasore,
Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, Dhenkanal and Boudh-
Kandhamal districts. The feudatories of the
Bhaumakaras were Bhanjas of Khinjali Mandala
corresponding to Boud and Sonepur regions; the
Khijjinga Mandala identified with Mayurbhanj and
parts of Keonjhar; the Kodalaka Mandala
covering the areas of present undivided Dhenkanal
District of Odisha etc. Whereas the Bhanja line
of kings were ruling over Khinjali Mandala and
Khijjinga Mandala, the Kodalaka mandala was
being ruled by the Sulki rulers. Subsequently
during middle of 9th Century C.E, two Mandalas
were created out of Kodalaka Mandala. These
were known as Yamagartta Mandala and
Airavatta Mandala which were being ruled by the
Tungas and the Nandodvabas. It has been
ostensibly argued by the historians that the State
formation process remained largely confined in
the tribal areas and the dynasties like the Eastern
Gangas, the Sailodvabas, the Bhanjas, the Sulkis
and even the Bhaumakaras had clearcut tribal
affiliations. In the process, Hindu appropriation
of tribal cults, spread of Brahmanical Culture,
agrarian expansion and urban growth played a
significant role.

It was only during the time of the
Somavamsis (885-1110 CE) that the State

formation process in Odisha reached a new stage
and a regional kingdom was established. The
Somavamsis rose to power in South Kosala and
slowly and steadily penetrated into coastal Odisha.
Different Geographical Units of ancient Odisha
namely Utkala, Kosala, Kalinga and Kangoda
were united and brought under one political
sceptre. Truly the Somavamsis formed the regional
State of Odisha. But the unity was short lived and
soon after Udyotakeshari, the Kosala part was
lost to the Kalachuri/Rashtrakutas to be reunited
by Anangabhimadeva III again roughly after a
century and half.

              The Somavansis were followed by the
Imperial Gangas, under whom the regional
kingdom of Odisha reached the height of its glory.
The Gangas ruled Odisha from 1110 CE to 1435
CE. Chodagangadeva shifted his capital from
Kalinganagar identified with Mukhalingam near
Paralakhemundi to Cuttack roughly in 1113 C.E.
Chodagangadeva (1078-1147 C.E.) permanently
integrated Kalinga with Utkal region. He
patronized the Jagannath Cult and built the
monumental Jagannath Temple. The Ganga
territory was extended to river Ganges in the north
and river Godavari in the south.
Anangabhimadeva-III (CE 1211-1238) was able
to recover the lost territories in western Odisha.
He named his capital as Abhinava Bidanasi
Kataka. He introduced the worship of ‘Trinity’ in
the Jagannath Temple. He called himself as the
‘rauta’ (Deputy) and son of Purushottama
Jagannath. Thus Jagannath was raised to the status
of the State Deity, which in turn contributed to
the formulation of idea of ‘Odia Identity’.
Anangabhimadeva-III was successful in repulsing
Muslims for the first time roughly after 1215C.E
and there by all further attacks were successfully
resisted by the Gangas and the Gajapatis, which
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became the reason for ‘Odisha’ maintaining its
independence till 1568 C.E. The next ruler
Narasimhadeva-I (1238-1264 CE) is well known
for the construction of the world famous Sun
Temple at Konark. The Gangas were followed
by the Suryavamsi Gajapatis who ruled from
1435-1538 C.E to be succeded by the Bhoi rulers
(1540-1560) and Chalukya ruler Mukunda
Harichandan (1540-1560). Kapilendradeva’s
policy of aggrandisement resulted in the expansion
of Odisha’s territory up to river Kaveri in the south
and Odisha under his suzerainty reached the climax
of her glory. Kapilendradeva was the master of a
vast territory extending from the Ganges in the
north to Trichinopoly in the south along the coast
of Bay of Bengal. Purushottamadeva (CE 1468-
1497) provided a new identity through the most
popular Kanchi-Kaveri legend. The reign of next
ruler Prataprudradeva (CE 1497-1538)
witnessed the visit of great Vaishnava saint Sri
Chaitanya (1486-1533) who spent most of his
life in Puri and  contributed significantly to the
growth of Radha-Krishna consciousness in
Odisha. With the end of Prataprudra’s reign the
glory and unity of Odisha was lost and Odishan
Empire completely declined and disappeared
within next thirty years of the death of Prataprudra.
It was during the reign of the illustrious rule of
Kapilendradeva, Purushottamadeva, and
Prataprudradeva that Odia language and literature
was standardized. The Madalapanji which
provides authentic account about the Jagannath
temple and its patrons was in fact the first
dependable historical text providing reliable
information from the time of the Suryavamsi
Gajapatis.

Finally however Odisha lost her
independence to the Muslims when the Afghan
sultan of Bengal Sulaiman Karrani conquered

Odisha in 1568 C.E. but the Afghans were not
fortunate enough to consolidate their position in
Odisha. Around 1568 C.E. there occurred
another significant event. Ramachandradeva, the
son of Danai Vidyadhar of Bhoi dynasty founded
the Khurda kingdom with the capital fort being
built at Barunei near Khurda. This Khurda
kingdom claimed the status of successor State of
Suryavamsi Gajapatis. At the same point of time
the South Odisha went in to the hands of the Qutb
Shahi dynasty of Golconda. In western Odisha,
Sambalpur was created being carved out of
Chauhan dynasty of Patna. In 1592 Odisha was
occupied by the Mughals and remained under
them till 1751. Because of close contact between
the Hindus and Muslims both at official and non-
official level, a syncretised culture was developed
in Odisha. Odia vocabulary was enriched with
the incorporation of many Persian words. The Pala
tradition, the Yatra culture, the Mughal Tamasha,
Calligraphy, Library culture, imprints of Mughal
miniatures on palm leaf manuscript paintings, paper
paintings, construction of innumerable Darghas
and Pir Centers in different parts of Odisha reveal
impact of Islam on Odishan culture. The post-
Gajapati period also witnessed the rise of Gadjat
States in the hilly and forested tracts of Odisha.
The chiefs of the Gadjat States who later on
claimed the status of fullfledged kings emulated
the court life of the Gajapati kings of Khurda.
Fortunately they received the much awaited
opportunity when the Mughals in making
arrangements for the collection of land revenue
divided Odisha into Mughalbandi and Gadjat
territories. This pattern was also followed by the
British. Although the Rajas of Khurda tried to
evolve different policies in legitimizing their control
over Gadjat/feudatory rajas, they failed in their
mission. On the other hand the Gadjat chiefs made
arrangements for taking “Centres out there” in to
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their State by constructing Jagannath temples and
writing their genealogies in the  “Rajavamsavalis”.
The 17th and 18th century Odisha, was a period
of ‘identity formation’ on the part of the Gadjat
States.

The Mughals were succeeded by the
Marathas, who ruled from 1751 to 1803. The
Maratha rule in Odisha has been described by
Andrew Stirling as a sort of ‘calamitous tyranny’.
It was because of misrule and maladministration
that people suffered a lot. Because of this, at the
time of British occupation of Odisha in October,
1803, the people remained apathetic and allowed
the British army to occupy Cuttack smoothly.

Odisha came under British occupation in
three different phases. The East India Company
got the Ganjam and Koraput territories in southern
Odisha along with other territories of northern
circar of Hyderabad State from its Nizam as a
free gift in 1766. Thus south Odisha went under
the Presidency of Madras. The British occupied
the entire coastal tract from the Chilka lake in the
south to Midnapore in the north both through
armed action and diplomacy in October 1803.
The Sambalpur tract passed into the hands of the
British in 1849. However, the British occupation
of Odisha in 1803 was followed by policies which
were detrimental to the people of Odisha. The
short-term revenue settlements and dispossession
of traditional Jagirs left large section of Paikas
aggrieved. They rose into rebellion in March,
1817. Ostensibly the chuhars from Ghumsar in
Ganjam district joined the Paikas under Buxi
Jagabandhu. The rebellion spread into the whole
of Puri and parts of Cuttack district. The flame of
the rebellion also reached Kanika and Kujang.
The rebels brought the whole of Khurda and Puri
under their control. Edward Impey, the magistrate

reported about the fact in which it was stated that
the resistance was spontaneous and truly subaltern
in character. There is every reason to declare the
1817 Paik rebellion as the “First War of
Independence’ of India. Throughout ninteenth
century, there were several resistance movements
in Odisha in which the British were directly or
indirectly involved. Some of these resistances
were Jayee Rajguru’s rebellion of 1804; the
Kanika agitation 1804-05; the Paik Rebellion of
1817; the Tapang rebellion of
1827;Paralakhemundi uprising of 1831;
Ghumusar rebellions under Dora Bisoi of 1836
and under Chakra Bissoi in 1846 onwards; the
Khond rebellion in Boudh-Khondmal, 1863 and
1865; the Angul uprising of 1857; the Nilgiri
uprisings of 1833 and 1873; the Nayagarh
uprising of 1849; the Great Revolt of 1857 and
sacrifice of Madho Singh and his sons, the
members of Ghens Zamidar family; the Keonjhar
uprising of 1867 under Ratna Naik, 1867 and
Dharani Naik, 1891 etc. From the enumeration
made above, it may state that in terms of both
number and intensity, Odisha remained unparallel
in the whole of India.

The British rule of Odisha had remained
as one of despoliation. The bureaucracy, land
revenue policies, police, jail, judiciary and
economic policies served only the interest of the
British rather than that of ‘Odias’ in any way.
Odisha was always kept “At the Margins”. This
became clear when the 1866 Great Famine
ravaged Odisha and roughly about 1/3rd of the
population in coastal Odisha perished. Colonial
‘modernisation’ in true sense of its term began
only after the famine of 1866.

T E Ravenshaw established the
‘Ravenshaw College’ in 1768 which symbolized
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‘Odia identity’ after the Jagannath Temple.
Construction of roads, canals, the beginning of
the print culture completely changed the character
of the nation. The language controversy of 1870s
and debates surrounding it resulting in the
politicization of Odia language contributed to the
formation of ‘Odia identity’. In fact, of late during
the last decades of 19th century that Odia elite
represented conspicuously by Madhusudan Das
realised that the Oriya speaking population was
scattered over several different provinces like
Bengal, Madras and the Central provinces. The
voices of ‘Odia’ could never reach the ears of
the colonial officials as it was one of the poorest
of Indian States and virtually had no industrial
production. Even the Indian National Congress
was never inclined to discuss the ‘Odia’ issues.
This apathy of the government and INC led
Madhusudan Das to form ‘Utkal Sammilani’ in
1903 which struggled althrough till the formation
of separate Odisha province on 1st April 1936.
‘Odisha’ set an example that language could be
the basic of formation of a Nation and State. It
was Gopabandhu Das who was instrumental in
launching Nationalist struggle in Odisha.

In the nationalist politics, Congress ‘step
mother lines’, became a stock phrase in the Odia
Politician’s rich vocabulary of deprivation in 1920s
and 1930s. But Congress emerged as a powerful
force in the province after 1936.

Gandhiji’s visit to Odisha In 1921 brought
about an unprecedented mass-awakening and
political consciousness in Odisha. It was due to
Gopabandhu Das that Non-cooperation
movement spread like wildfire in Odisha. Gandhiji
during his visit to Odisha in 1927 got the idea of
‘Salt Satyagraha’ from Harekrushna Mahtab. Salt
Satyagraha was organised at various places in

Cuttack, Balasore, Puri and Ganjam districts of
Odisha. The Quit India movement of 1942
remained mostly violent in the whole of India. In
comparision to other provinces Odisha became
the centre of Politics. Violence occurred in two
extreme points in Odisha viz. Balasore in the north
and Koraput in the south. Attack on the police
stations and police firings occurred at many places
in Balasore, Cuttack, Puri and Koraput districts.
On 28thSeptember, 1942 a ghastly massacre of
the freedom fighters and common men and women
occurred at Eram near Bhadrakh, in which 28
people including one woman died because of
police firing. The ‘Eram’ massacre is called as
the second Jallianawalabagh tragedy. ‘Matili’ firing
of 21 August, 1942 in Malkanagiri added another
glorious chapter to the history of nationalist
movement in Odisha, in which the leader of the
movement Lakshman Naik was arrested and after
trial was hanged to death on 25th march, 1943 in
the Berhampur Jail.

After independence of India on 15th
August 1947 the merger of the Princely remained
a troubled issue. Odisha became a model for other
provinces when the Nilgiri became the first State
in India to sign the merger document. The chiefs
of other State followed the example and the
Mayurbhanj State became the last one to sign
the instrument of Accession on 1st January, 1949.
With this the united Odisha was born. Thus, from
Ashoka’s Kalinga to ‘Odisha’ there in a long
trajectory of History.

Prof. Laxmikant Mishra, Cuttack.
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Anti-Colonial Resistance in Odisha:
1767-1857

Prof. Pritish Acharya

Introduction

The anti-colonial movement in India could
be divided into two broad phases. The first phase
began soon after the British conquest of Bengal
after the Battle of Plassey in 1757 and continued
till the Revolt of 1857, while the second phase
began in the late 19th century and continued till
the achievement of independence in 1947. Here
our focus is on the first phase.  The first phase
with the sole objective of overthrowing the colonial
rule was marked by a series of civil rebellions,
both major and minor, wherever the British
reached for consolidating their rule. These
rebellions were led by the rajas, zamindars, and
the ex-retainers and the officials of the conquered
Indian states. The main participants included the
rack-rented peasants, ruined artisans, demobilized
soldiers and the tribals, who had been the victims
of the drastic colonial changes both in the socio-
economic and political spheres. The changes
brought by the British had disrupted the agrarian
society and had caused prolonged and
widespread suffering among the people.  The
traditional ruling class comprising the rajas and
zamindars, etc., had been displaced and the
peasants, artisans and tribals had been enraged
by the intensifying colonial demands. The
traditional intelligentsia and priestly class had been

upset by the foreign character of the British and
incited the people against the British. They feared
that their religions and their customs and traditions
were in danger, because of the British. The
leadership of these resistance movements
remained in the hands of the traditional feudal
class, which presided over the polity then. These
rebellions were massive in their totality, but were
wholly local in their spread and isolated from one
another. They were due to the local causes and
grievances, and were localized in their effects.
They represented common conditions though
separated in time and space. They suffered
suppression in the hands of the colonial power,
which had the backing of most modern arms and
most sophisticated technology of the time. It was
an asymmetrical battle between the traditional
arms and modern arms. The suppression of the
civilian rebellions was a foregone conclusion.
However, these resistance struggles set a strong
tradition of defiance, which thwarted overt
racialism in India in the days to come. Secondly,
though the traditional arms had conceded defeat,
the British realized that modern arms alone would
not sustain their rule in a colony. This led them to
evolve the colonial ideology, which supplemented
their arms for perpetuating the colonial rule. Since
then the colonial ideology and the arms together
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were used to create the myth of invincibility of
the colonial rule. The rebels, despite being
ruthlessly suppressed, inspired their countrymen
to fight the injustice unleashed by the colonial rule.
They made the supreme sacrifice of their life and
property to live up to their belief. It is true that
these rebellions did not bear a national ethos and
lacked a broad all India vision. The rebels fought
for un-setting the colonial rule super-imposed on
their land and tried for replicating the pre-British
feudal frame in its place. However, they had
helped in the evolution of a nationalist struggle in
the subsequent period. If the early phase of
resistance was not truly nationalist in nature, it was
also not averse to nationalism, which was yet to
set in India. Since it facilitated nationalism to
evolve, it could be explained in terms of proto-
nationalism. In other words, these anti-colonial
resistance movements could be seen as the
forerunners of the second phase of the anti-
colonial movement, which evolved from an
embryonic form into a concrete shape over a
period of time. The great Revolt of 1857,
popularly called the Sepoy Mutiny, though it was
much more than that, symbolized the climax of
the early phase by its spread as well as by its
massiveness. There were hundreds of such
revolts, though their spread and volume was
limited to their respective localities.

The Scene in Odisha

Our focus here is on the anti-colonial
resistance in Odisha during this early phase of
1757 and 1857. The resistance is to be examined
in the background of the tradition discussed
above. Secondly, it had its own uniqueness
highlighting which would familiarize us with the
specific setting of the development during the
period under study. For example, there was no

‘Odisha’ then; what was meant by it was a broad
tract inhabited by Odia (Oriya) speaking people.
This was known as Odisha state in popular
parlance. So, mentioning it as a state is only
notional and only for convenience; Odisha
became a separate linguistic state in April 1936.
Before that, it had been divided into three main
parts: the western part comprising Sambalpur and
the adjoining areas formed a part of Central
Provinces; the southern part, known as the
Ganjam Agency, was with the Madras Presidency;
and the Odisha Division comprising Cuttack, Puri
and Balasore and the adjoining areas had been
attached to the Bengal Presidency. Further, the
three parts together did not form a single kingdom
then and the British East India Company
conquered them not in one go, but in a piecemeal
manner in three different points of time. They took
possession of south Odisha in 1765; conquered
Cuttack, Puri and Balasore and their adjoining
areas from the Marathas in 1803; and western
Odisha with its main centre at Sambalpur in 1817.
The south Odisha, which formed the Ganjam
Agency after British consolidation, belonged to
the Nizam state of Hyderabad; the western Odisha
with Sambalpur as its main centre and the coastal
Odisha with its main centre at Cuttack had been
under the possession of the Bhonsles of the
Maratha confederation before coming under the
Company rule. The three parts, even after the
British consolidation, were not amalgamated,
because of which the nationalist movement in
Odisha began as a movement for amalgamation
of all Odia speaking tracts under one political
administration. It was followed by a movement
for an Odia linguistic state in the late 19th and
early 20th century. Its outcome was the coming
up of Odisha as a separate state in April 1936.
However, that is not our focus here.
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A chronological sequence of the different
anti-colonial struggles in Odisha needs a mention
here.

1.   Resistance in Parlakhemundi:1767-68

The Northern Circar comprising Ganjam,
Parlakhemundi and the adjoining areas of Odisha
was under the occupation of the Nizam of
Hyderabad in the 1760’s. The Nizam handed over
it to the East India Company, for the latter had
helped him against the French. However, the
prince of Paralakhemundi Raja Jagannath
Narayan Dev, who was the most important
zamindar there, objected to it. He revolted against
the British with the help of neighbouring princes
of Vijayanagram and Badkhemundi. He
obstructed Mr Scotford, who was coming to take
possession of Ganjam in 1767. Col. Pitch defeated
him at Jelmur in May 1768. Jagannath Narayan’s
son Gajapati Dev continued the fight after his
father’s death in 1770. What made this dynastic
struggle to a tribal and civilian rebellion was the
intense involvement of the tribals as the ally of the
prince. The Doras and Bisoyis (tribal sardars)
backed him fully. In 1799 the prince Gajapati Dev
and his son were arrested and sent to
Masulipattam jail. The revolt suppressed for the
time being erupted once again in 1830. G. Edward
Russell was sent in 1836 to suppress the revolt: a
number of Bisoyi sardars were caught and
executed. However, after a few years the revolt
erupted once again in 1856-1857 under the active
support of the sabaras, a local tribe. It was led
by Radhakrishna Dandsena. Captain Wilson was
sent to control the situation. Wilson set fire on
many sabara villages and destroyed their crop.
Finally Radhakrishna Dandasena and some of his
rebel friends were arrested and executed in 1857.

2.    Khurda Resistance : 1804

Nearly 40 years after the occupation of
the Northern Circar, which later on formed the

Ganjam Agency of the Madras Presidency, the
Company eyed on central and coastal Odisha in
1803. This brought Khurda under the British
control. Jayi Rajguru, the Dewan of Khurda close
to the pilgrim town of Puri, with the active support
of the displaced Paika soldiers (peasant militia)
of the kingdom revolted in March 1804, barely
six  months after the British occupation of Cuttack,
Puri and Balasore in September – October 1803.

Jayi was the Dewan and the Rajguru
(chief advisor) of Khurda ruled by Mukund
Dev II, who was a minor then. The issue in Khurda
was:  who would have control over Puri and the
Jagannath temple there. The Marathas controlled
it and Khurda contested the Maratha claim.
Khurda agreed to support the British, when they
invaded the Maratha Odisha with the hope of
retrieving the pilgrim city and a few parganas
(revenue villages) attached to the temple. The non-
Hindu Company Government would not have any
interest in a temple, which was known for image
worship, the Khurda prince and the dewan
calculated. However, very soon their hopes were
belied; the British had no intention of leaving the
control of any conquered territory to the Indian
princes. Moreover, the temple was a major source
of revenue for them. Jayi mobilized the traditional
Paika soldiers to recover Puri and the adjacent
areas. In this revolt the dewan could get the
support of the local princes of Kujang, Kanika,
Marichpur and Kishanpur. He had tried to contact
the Maratha Bhonsles for help. On 22 November
1804, there was a skirmish between the paik
soldiers of Jayi and the British armed contingent
led by Captain Hickland. On 5 December 1804
Col. George Harcourt, who headed the Company
administration of Odisha since its occupation in
1803, sent a bigger contingent to Khurda and
occupied it. Jayi and the Prince Mukund Dev-II
escaped to Barunei hills, from where they were
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caught on 3 January 1805.They were arrested
and sent to Medinipur jail. In 1807 the prince
was released and was compelled to live as a
pensioner in Puri, away from his capital town
Khurda; Jayi Rajguru, the stubborn dewan, was
executed on 6 December 1806. After the fall of
Khurda, The prince of Kujanga, Chandra Dhwaja
Sendha was arrested in May 1805. Around the
same time the Prince of Kanika was also arrested.
Soon after that Khurda, Kujanga and Kanika
were brought under the direct administration of
the British.

3.     The Paik Revolt in Khurda: 1817

Barely after a decade of Khurda’s
annexation, Buxi Jagabandhu Vidyadhar
Mahapatra led a major revolt there against the
British. This is called the Paik Revolt, because
the Paiks (derived from Padatik or foot soldiers),
who had been deprived of their military positions
and of their hereditary free holding rights over land,
were the main stay of it. The Paiks were peasant
militia, who looked after the defence and security
and got free land from the state in lieu. The
Company administration withdrew the Paiks’
rights over land. This enraged them. The tribal
Khonds discontented with the stern changes
brought by the British in different spheres were
also the principal participants in the revolt.
Jagabandhu Vidyadhar had lost his position of
Buxi (army general) after the annexation of
Khurda. He was also evicted from his zamindari
for non-payment of revenue. In fact, he had been
a victim of the complex land revenue system.  He
took the lead in the revolt. The revolt began, when
nearly 400 Khonds from Ghumusar reached
Khurda and attacked the British officials in end
of March 1817. The Paik joined them soon. The
revolt spread to Banapur, Pipili,  Lembai,
Kothdesh and Puri. The British officials were
attacked, treasury looted and government

buildings set on fire. For nearly two months, the
revolt remained beyond control. Finally by May
1817 the British could suppress it. However, Buxi
Jagabandhu could not be traced and arrested till
1825, which shows the wide sympathy and
support he had from the local people. The British
suspected the complicity of the princes of
Ghumusar, Ranapur and Nayagarh with the Buxi.
The Buxi’s main associates included Krushna
Chandra Bhramarbar Ray, Gopal Chhotray,
Padmanav Chhotray, Pinaki Bahubalendra, Bishnu
Paikray, Ram Singh Nath Pradhan, Parashuram
Patnaik and Sachidananda Patnaik.

The Khurda Paik revolt was a major
revolt in Odisha, which is claimed to be the ‘First
War of Independence’, because it occurred four
decades earlier than the Revolt of 1857. Before
the revolt of Khurda many minor and major civil
rebellions had been witnessed in and out of
Odisha. Any discussion on the anti-colonial
resistance ought to be in the broader context of
India without losing the sight of contemporary
developments. The fact is that the region that was
conquered earlier than others was also quick to
resist the conquest. This was the general nature
of the resistance movement all over the country.

In 1827, the ryots (peasants) of Tapang
Garh  in the vicinity of Khurda had withdrawn
payment of rent in protest against the undue
revenue demands. Samant Madhab Chandra
Samantaray had been their leader. The Khonds
and Paiks had renewed their fight in 1836 in
Banapur. Following the suppression of the revolt,
Saran Singh and Krutibas Patsani had been
arrested and sentenced to life imprisonment.

4.    The Khonds and the Ghumsar Uprising:
1834-36

The zamindar, locally called raja (prince)
of Ghumusar Dhananjay Bhanja was arrested for
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non- payment of revenue and disobedience to the
Company government. He was kept in Ganjam
Fort jail in 1818. His father Srikar Bhanja, who
had handed over the estate to his son and had
gone on pilgrimage, protested it. He was also put
in jail. Srikar Bhanja escaped from Berhampur
jail with the help of others and mobilized people
to fight the British. The Khond tribals supported
the prince, because they hoped only the prince
could halt the rapid changes brought by the British.
This forced the British to reach an agreement with
Srikar, who was re-instated in May 1819. In the
year 1832 Srikar wished to retire from this position
and handed over the zamindari to Dhananjay, who
defaulted the payment of revenue and prohibited
the company officials from Ghumusar. The
Khonds continued their support to him. What had
enraged the Khonds against the British the most
was the ban on their age old custom of meriah
or human sacrifice. Whereas the British
considered the practice of meriah out and out
inhuman and non-negotiable, the Khonds took it
to be an undue infringement on their age old social
system. The over-zealous British officials banned
it on gunpoint before convincing the tribals about
its in-humanness. The basic difference between
the traditional prince rule and the British rule was
that whereas the former believed in minimum state
interference in the tribal land, the later chased for
over-administration with the twin objectives of
maximizing their revenue demand and carrying
their reformatory mission. This had brought the
tribals, including the Khonds and sabaras, to the
prince side. They hoped to un-set the new colonial
policies with the help of the displaced rajas and
zamindars, who tolerated the tribal social practices
and often cajoled their subjects for payment of
state dues. This, however, does not mean that
the pre-British prince rule was un-exploitative and

un-repressive in nature. Unlike in the pre-colonial
time, now the colonial demand for appropriating
the resources had been unending. This
necessitated over-administration in the hitherto
inaccessible tribal tracts, which resulted in
incessant tribal (and civilian) uprisings during the
period.

5.  In November 1835 Col Hudson
occupied Ghumusar. After this the Khonds
revolted intensely in Ghumusar, which continued
for many years. Dora Bisoi (Bisoi was a leadership
position among the Khonds) led it. His main
associates were Buxi Ranasingh, Sankha Bisoi,
Nanda Bisoi, Indrajit, Nathguru, Bana Patra,
Bikram Sundara, Bhadendar, Madhu Behera,
Bangar Behera, Jadu Behera, Bhunkar Bania,
Sardar Godidas Naik, Abhay Baliar Singh, Sunia
Singh, Punia Naik, Brundaban Bhanja, Madhu
Bhanja and Hari Bhanja. In 1836 G.E. Russell
was sent to suppress the revolt, which was
becoming uncontainable. Finally in 1837 Dora
Bisoi was arrested and sent to jail, where he died
in 1846. However, the Khonds could not be
silenced. After Dora Bissoi, his nephew Chakra
Bissoi led them. The British Agent S.C.
Mcpherson and successor Jon Campbell finally
suppressed the Khonds ruthlessly, though Chakra
Bissoi could not be arrested despite all efforts.
This also shows the large scale tribal support the
rebel leader had and the hostility the British faced
in the tribal Khond territory. Both the tribals and
the non-tribals had joined hands against the British.

Surendra Sai and the Revolt in Sambalpur :
1827-64

Sambalpur witnessed a major anti-
colonial resistance under the leadership of
Surendra Sai between 1827 and 1864. Before
elaborating it, we need to discuss about the British
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occupation of the western Odisha in 1817.  After
the occupation of Bengal in the east in 1757 and
the Nizam’s territory in the south subsequently,
the Company considered it imperative to conquer
the territory lying in between the two parts. Thus,
there began the second phase of Odisha
occupation in 1803. The Bhonsles of the Marathas
with their H/Q at Nagpur ruled over the coastal
and western Odisha then.  In the later part of 1803
the British defeated the Marathas and conquered
Cuttack, Puri and Balasore. The Bhonsles signed
the Deogaon Treaty with the Company in
December 1803 and conceded their defeat. In
the third phase, Sambalpur and the adjoining
areas, known as western Odisha, was brought
under the Company rule between 1804 and
1817. The third phase of occupation unusually
took long 13 years (1804-1817) to complete.
However, its reason need not be traced to any
local resistance or any stiff Maratha opposition.
The Marathas were too weak to check the British.
Even in 1803 instead of resisting the Company
forces they had fled away. The princes of
Sambalpur, Sonepur and Baud in Western Odisha
had been in the Maratha custody for defaulting
the annual revenue payment and their queens
readily agreed to accept the Company rule, for
they had been assured by Col George Harcourt,
the general of the Company’s troops occupying
Odisha, that they would be exempted from any
payment to the Marathas, except a token peshkus
of five gold coins to the Company.  Soon after,
the princes of Raigarh, Sarangarh, Reirakhol,
Gangpur, Bamanda, Bonai, Bargarh and Shakti
agreed to sign treaties with Major Brouton, who
headed the  Company forces at Sambalpur. They
all were eager to take the Company’s help to be
free from the Maratha control. Still, the occupation
of Western Odisha was halted half way till 1817.
The Company had incurred heavy loan for

pursuing its expansionist policy in India in the
preceding years. This was severely criticized in
England and in 1805; Governor General Lord
Wellesley was withdrawn from India. By then the
Company’s total loan amount had crossed over
31 million pounds from only 17 million pounds in
1799. The Napoleonic War in Europe threatening
the independence of England had been a bigger
worry for Britain. All this had forced England to
temporarily suspend the policy of colonial
expansion in India. Its immediate beneficiaries
were the Bhonsles, who got back Sambalpur, etc.
However, by 1817, after the defeat of Napoleon,
the expansionist policy was once again revived
and Sambalpur meaning the whole of western
Odisha was conquered following the Third Anglo-
Maratha battle of 1817.  With this the occupation
of Odisha was complete.

Further, it needs to be emphasized here
that neither the local princes and zamindars of
south Odisha in 1765, nor their counterparts in
coastal Odisha in 1803, or in western Odisha
in1817 had offered any resistance to the British
forces at the time of their occupation. Their
resistance began only after they experienced the
colonial aggression both in political and social
spheres. Initially they had welcomed the
Company’s rule in place of the Nizam or the
Marathas. To them, the British rule was
considerably a better alternative to the prevailing
native Maratha rule. Even the priests of Puri
Jagannath temple had been pursued by the
Company officials to appeal to the Gadjat
princes to welcome the British, for Lord Jagannath
was said to be wishing to remain in the Company’s
care and supervision. The prince of Khurdha,
Mukunda Dev II, had signed a pact with the
Company to let his traditional paik soldiers assist
the British army against the Marathas in lieu of a
payment of one lakh rupees.
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Further, Khurdha also expected to get
back its hold over Puri and its Jagannath temple
lost to the Marathas in the 18th century, for the
British as Christian iconoclasts would not like to
deal with the Hindu temple affairs. When this was
proved to be a misconception the Khurdha prince
on the advice of his Dewan Jayi Rajguru resisted
the British in early 1804. The Paiks, who formed
the peasant militia, and many other sections of
civilian population joined the revolt. This was one
of the early signs of resistance in the state. While
the pliable prince Mukunda Dev II was given a
pension and was rehabilitated in Puri, the astute,
stubborn and determined Dewan was hanged by
the British in the Medinapur jail in 1806. Though
the general mass of people was not involved in
politics until then, the paiks, who were the
traditional peasant militia, took part in this
resistance movement, for they had been loyal to
their employer prince and had materially suffered
due to willful non-compliance of the pact by the
British after the Maratha defeat in 1803. If the
money had been paid to Khurdha, the paiks
would have had their share. This exemplified that
there was a general absence of nationalistic spirit
at the time. The local princes and the nobility
considered the native Marathas to be a bigger
enemy than the alien British and had offered to
assist the later against the former. This was the
nature of politics in the state then, as in elsewhere.
Resistance to the British in the name of nationalism
had not yet been a vogue at this point of time.
Their resistance had been largely due to their
personal sufferings backed by local pride and local
patriotism.

6.  Coming to the revolt in Sambalpur,
Surendra Sai with the help of local zamindars,
tribal people and Gauntias (village heads) had
led it. The revolt had two main phases, the first
phase was from 1827 to 1840, when Surendra

Sai, a claimant to the throne of Sambalpur,
targeted the zamindars loyal to the British and was
sent to jail for killing a loyal zamindar in 1840.  In
the second phase, he came out of the Hazaribag
in 1857 and revived the struggle till 1864. The
revolt spread over many parts of Western Odisha.
Surendra Sai was arrested in 1864 and he died
in jail in 1884.

7.  In 1827 the prince of Sambalpur
Maharaja Sai died and the throne was handed
over to one Narayan Singh by the British.
Narayan Singh was very old and weak enough
to withstand the pressure of the Company. The
local people saw it as a ploy to annex Sambalpur
with the British administration. Until then, though
Sambalpur had been under the overall dominance
of the Company rule, there prevailed a façade of
independence. The people were against the
annexation, because it hurt their local pride. Due
to British intervention, changes were brought in
land revenue settlement. The local landed gentry
lost the rent-free land which it enjoyed earlier.
The people resented the British move.   When
Surendra Sai from the zamindar family of Khinda
emerged as a claimant to the throne of Sambalpur,
support poured in for him. In 1840, Surendra Sai
and his six brothers Udant Sai, Dhrub Sai, Ujjwal
Sai and Medini Sai and uncle Balaram Sai were
accused of killing a zamindar, loyal to Narayan
Singh and British. They were sentenced to jail in
Hajaribagh jail. With this the resentment in
Sambalpur was suppressed for the time being.

8.   Resistance in Angul : 1848

The prince of Angul, Somanath Singh, had
secretly sheltered the tribal leaders, who rebelled
against the British. This was his way of defiance
to the authoritative colonial regime. While reacting
to the British interference in his internal
administration, he often punished the ‘poor’
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natives to ascertain his power and position. He
also defied the government order. In 1831, he
occupied some villages of Daspalla. In 1846, a
village of Hindol was also occupied by him. These
were acts to ascertain his independence and to
challenge the British. However, he was portrayed
in the colonial narrative as an oppressive ruler.
On the pretext of mal-administration and
excessive oppression the British annexed Angul
and deposed Somnath Singh from the throne in
1848. It was a ploy which suited the aggressive
annexation policy of the Company. Somnath Singh
revolted and was arrested on 1 February 1848.
Along with him some other rebels were also sent
to jail. On 23 November 1848, 17 of these rebels
escaped from the Cuttack jail after attacking the
jail staff and looting their arms. In the resultant
clash five jail staff and 15 rebels were killed. The
Company government suspected Somnath Singh
as the man behind this attack.  Due to this
Somnath Singh remained in jail in Cuttack and
then in Hazaribag till his death. Angul had been
brought under direct British administration on 16
September 1848.

9.    Rendo Majhi : 1855

Rendo Majhi led the Khonds in
Madanpur under the princely state of Kalahandi.
The British suspected that rebel Chakra Bisoi of
Ghumsar fame had been sheltered by the local
Khonds. As mentioned earlier, the Khonds had
been strongly resenting the ban on the meriah
(human sacrifices) system. The British in their
efforts to abolish it encountered the Khonds of
Madanpur. It is true that meriah was an inhuman
practice, but the Khonds had their own arguments
for sustaining the age old traditional practice to
legitimize it. The meriah, human scapegoat, was
bought and well nurtured for a long time before
sacrifice, which notionally absolved the tribals of
any guilt in practicing the custom. The British did

not make any effort to understand the tribal beliefs.
Probably the Company officials were not aware
that such a belief ever existed among the Khonds.
On their zeal for uprooting the practice, they
vilified it as inhuman, which was not so in the tribal
belief. If the tribal ‘misgiving’ had been removed,
probably any attempt at abolishing the practice
would not have been so bloody. The Khonds
reacted by resorting to revolts. Rendo Majhi and
his son Palaso Majhi were arrested and sentenced
to two years of rigorous imprisonment. This
angered the Khonds who revolted in December
1855. They attacked the British camp at
Araladhoni. The barikiya khonds, to which
Rendo belonged and kutia khonds joined hands
and attacked the British camp more than once.
In 1856, the zamindar of Madanpur was deposed
for his failure to control the Khonds and the estate
brought under the direct rule of Kalahandi state.

10.     Odisha in 1857:

The great Revolt of 1857, which began
in the army cantonment of Meerut on 10 May
1857, spread all over India on some form or other.
Odisha had also been impacted by it.  The second
phase of Surendra Sai’s revolt had been witnessed
in Western Odisha during the period. Along with
his colleagues (brothers) Surendra Sai was in
Hazaribag jail since 1840. In 1849 Sambalpur
was brought under direct administration of the
British, as per the Doctrine of Lapse, since
Narayan Singh died in that year without a natural
heir. The direct administration led to unusual hike
in land revenue demand. The village headmen,
priests and many others were dispossessed of their
rights over free land holdings. The resentment
became intense and people waited for a leader
to lead it. In 1857 the great Revolt of 1857 broke
out in Meerut and spread to other parts of the
country, especially in northern India. Following
this the rebel sepoys broke open the jail of
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Hajaribagh. Surendra Sai and his brothers came
out of jail and marched towards Sambalpur. In
October 1857 Surendra Sai and his brothers
reached Sambalpur and led the revolt. Balaram
Sai, their uncle and guide had died in jail. The
zamindars of Ghens, Kolabira, Pahadsrigida,
Machida, Laida, Luisingha, Lakhanpur and
Bheden joined the revolt. In the revolt the Ghens
zamindar Madho Singh and son Kunjal  Singh
were arrested and executed in Sambalpur jail.
Another son Hate singh (Hathi Singh)  was
deported to Andaman. On 23 January 1864
Surendra Sai along with his son Mitrabhanu Sai
and many other rebels were arrested and sent to
the Asirgarh jail in Nagpur. Surendra Sai breathed
his last in the jail on 28 February 1884. He was
twice in jail, i.e., 1840-1857 and 1864-1884. The
total duration of his jail term was over 37 years.
People of the region especially the village
headmen, local peasants; zamindars and tribals
had joined the revolt, because they felt that the
colonial demand was unjustifiable and the British
rule was oppressive and unbearable. Their local
pride had been hurt due to British intervention.
They all had fought for local pride at a time when
nationalism was yet to take roots and the general
mass of people was yet to take possession of
politics.

It is true that Surendra Sai and his rebel
friends had not been in any direct contact with
the main leaders of the revolt. However, they had
witnessed the rebel Sepoys breaking upon the
jail in Hazaribagh. They had also been convinced
that the British rule was not invincible. They had
been the direct beneficiaries of the revolt, which
had set them free from the jail. Further,
Sambalpur had been annexed with the British
Empire as per the Doctrine of Lapse in 1849. It
was this Doctrine, which had brought Laxmi Bai,
the Rani of Jhansi and Nana Sahib of Kanpur
and many others to the forefront of the revolt.
Surprisingly, the revolt in Sambalpur continued

till 1864, though the great revolt had been
suppressed within a year, by 1858. In one word,
whether it was the Khurda revolt of 1817 or the
Sambalpur revolt of 1857, these were the
miniatures of the Great Revolt of 1857.

(a)  The Zamindar of Balia

Ramakrishna Samantsinghar, the
zamindar of Balia in Jajpur and his two associates
Dinabandhu Mahapatra and Upendra Jena were
arrested for planning to wage a war against the
Company government in August 1857.
Ramakrishna was a wreck-rented zamindar, who
had been evicted for non-payment of revenue due
to the Sunset law. He mobilized the native
Khandayats (a specific agricultural community)
to fight the British in August 1857. He had also
collected some arms for it. The news of the Revolt
of 1857 had inspired him to execute the plan.
However, their arrest and seizure of arms
frustrated the plan, whereas Ramakrushna and
Dinabandhu were sentenced to five years of
imprisonment. Upendra Jena was acquitted.
Ramakrushna’s property was seized and
auctioned. Besides these, the deposed prince of
Kujang was suspected to be mobilizing people
and collecting arms for fighting the British. The
Government imposed a monetary fine of Rs. 500
on him and averted the attempt.

(b) The story of Chakhi Khuntia, also
known as Chandan Hajuri, a Puri panda (temple
priest) was also suspected to be inciting people
to revolt during the period. As a Puri panda,
Chakhi Khuntia used to visit the military
cantonments and facilitate the Hindu Sepoys
pilgrimage to the Jagannath temple. He also used
to visit the palace of Jhansi. In the process, as
stated, he had been instrumental in passing the
message of revolt to different people. Since some
rebel sepoys had visited Puri, the suspicion was
not baseless. In March 1858, the Puri Magistrate
seized the Panda’s property. Later on he was
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arrested in Puri. It was also rumored that he had
been executed for his complicity with the rebels.
However, after investigation, Chakhi Khuntia was
surprisingly declared to be innocent and released
from jail, when the British Government declared
general amnesty to the suspected rebels. He was
released from jail on 15 November 1858; his
property was also returned to him.

(c) Conclusion

To conclude, the anti-colonial resistance
in Odisha began with the advent of the British in
1767 and continued incessantly till the departure
of the British in the 1947. Its first phase from 1767
to 1857 had witnessed several tribal and civilian
rebellions, which were separated by time and
space, despite having a common objective, i.e.,
overthrow of the alien British rule. The tribals and
the peasants, especially the peasant militia Paiks
formed the mainstay of these rebellions. This was
so, because in armed struggle, these people
specialized in the use of traditional arms. These
were more or less a spontaneous reaction to the
rapid changes brought by colonial government.
The traditional feudal leaders such as the princes
and zamindars led these rebellions. In the late 19th

century, the British persuaded the feudal
leadership to join them (the British) with the
presumption that the anti-colonial rising would be
over after this. They did not address the real issues
which had given rise to these rebellions. In fact,
the colonial rule could not possibly address them,
for that would have nullified the very basis of
colonialism which primarily aimed at subjugating
the people by political and cultural means and by
appropriating the resources of the colony.   The
British could not give up their policy of over-
administration, because that would have grossly
constrained their revenue drive. Their zeal for
abolishing certain tribal practices, such as the
meriah system, also could not be wished away,
because that would have subjected the colonial

rule to severe criticism at home (Britain) and
elsewhere. They hardly cared to convince the
people about the evilness of the custom, which
had been so dearly nurtured by certain sections.
Probably it is the arrogance of arms and the general
racial misgiving about the colonial belief that
guided the British to ignore the real issues. The
tribal and civilian rebellions on a continual basis,
despite their ruthless suppression, were a lesson
to the Colonial regime not to over-depend on its
arms and to look for ideological means for its
sustenance in the colony. Further, it is a fact that
the resistance movements survived even after the
withdrawal of the feudal forces in the late 19th

century. Finally they merged with the nationalist
struggle in the 1940’s. Why they took so long to
integrate with the modern intelligentsia led
nationalist struggle, despite being conspicuously
anti-colonial and anti-feudal throughout, is a point
to ponder over. However, their integration
smoothed the merger of the princely states in
Odisha and with India after independence,
because the peasants and tribals mainly formed
the population of the Princely states in Odisha.
Here it needs a mention that the modern
intelligentsia led nationalist struggle since the late
19th century initially veered towards the tribal and
civilian uprisings, for the later had been
conspicuously anti-feudal, but gradually the two
did come together. In other words, the anti-
colonial resistance movements of the late 18th and
early 19th century, despite being ruthlessly
suppressed by the British and deserted by the
feudal classes half way since the late 19th century,
ultimately facilitated and advanced  the process
of an united and integrated India in the mid-20th

century.

Prof. Pritish Acharya, Professor of History, Regional
Institute of Education (NCERT), Bhubaneswar,
E-mail : pritishacharya63@gmail.com.
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The presiding deity of the state of Utkal was
Lord Sri Jagannath and the King Gajapati

was his representative. The state had lost its
independence and
sovereignty in 1868 A.D. To
protect and preserve the
tradition, Gajapati Ram
Chandra Dev ascended the
throne of Khordha. His first
and primary work was to re-
install the three idols,
kidnapped by Kalapahada,
from the temple of Puri. The
history says, Kalapahada
had taken away the three
idols and had burnt them on
the bank of Ganga. A pious
man named Bishara
Mohanty rescued the
‘Brahma’ and hide it in Kujanga. Gajapati Ram
Chandra Dev brought the ‘Brahma’ from
Kujanga, and built three wooden idols of Lord
Jagannath, Balabhadra and Shubhadra and placed
them at Gada-Khordha. He installed them in Puri
temple in 1580 and reintroduced ‘Mahaprasad’
which was stopped for eight long years. At that
place the Lord stayed at Gada-Khordha for some

    A Tribute to the Martyrs of
Paika Rebellion

Satyabadi Baliarsingh

time, was later named as “Jagannathpur, Cuttack”.
So from 1572 to December 5th 1804, for 232
years Khordha-Gada remained the capital of
Odisha and was the centre of culture and tradition

of Utkal. It is said that
because of the razor-sharp
appearances and the valour
of Paikas,  Khordha had
been named so, i.e
Khordha.

By the time,
Khordha kingdom was
created and Khordha fort
was built, the traditional
capital of Odisha Empire
was Cuttack. The Barabati
Fort had come under the
possession of Afghans and
thereafter the Mughals.

With the fall of Utkal Empire, the areas from the
river Godavari to Icchapur came under the Sultan
of Golkunda and the areas from the river
Kathajori to Hoogly came under the rule of
Afghans and then Mughals. After that, in 1751
the Marathas occupied Odisha.  Jagannath religion
and culture were safe as they were Hindus. The
British took away Odisha from the Marathas in
1803 and occupied the Khordha fort in 1804. In
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the meantime, the Paika Rebellion was started
against the British rule under the leadership of
Jayee Rajguru. It became unsuccessful in
achieving its objectives. Then Bakshi’s guerrilla
war against the British for eight years put the British
government in a tight corner. This Paika rebellion
was the first mass revolution against the British. It
had spread to many parts of Odisha. Yet it did
not yield the desired outcome. Then there was an
armed struggle in 1827, led by Madhab Chandra
Routray, the Dalabehera of Tapanga and in 1836,
it was Krutibasa Pattasani who led an armed
struggle against the British. The soil of Khordha
is still wet with the blood of the martyrs who had
sacrificed their lives to protect their motherland
and they immotartalized themselves through their
stories of valour and courage.

The two years of English rule from 1803
to 1804, was a decisive phasé in the fate of
Odisha. During this period, Jayee Rajguru was
the priest and the chief of the armed force of the
minor king Mukunda Dev. At this critical moment
if Jayee Rajguru, Bakshi Jagabandhu, Dewan
Harihar came and joined together with devised
strategies, the History of Odisha would have been
different. Even the English historian admitted that,
the British forces had attacked when they were
crossing the mouth of Chilika, they would have
been faced disaster. In this context, the famous
writer Surendra Mohanty has written in his book,
“Shatabdira Surya”: if the Khordha king Mukunda
Dev and Jayee Rajguru had given some kind of
resistance on the day, when Mr. Harcourt and
Mr. Melville proceeded from Kulaprayagi village
near Chilika with six hundred Europeans three
hundred Telenga Sepoys and eight cart loads
foods and arms and ammunitions, the history of
Odisha would have taken a different turn. When
the time comes for the fall in the history  of a nation,

its first distortion begins in the conscience and life
force of its destiny makers. This had happened
with Mukunda Dev and advisor Jayee Rajguru.

Mukunda Dev was under the impression
that the four Praganas of Sirei, Lembei, Rahanga
and Chabiskud  had been lost earlier. He did not
oppose the English. There was an unwritten
agreement between him and Colonel Harcourt.
But when Jayee Rajguru along with two hundred
Paikas went and met Harcourt at Barabati Fort
of Cuttack, he flatly denied to give any land to
Mukund Dev. Being disappointed Jayee Rajguru
returned and told the king, “I had warned you
not to reach any kind of aggrement or compromise
with the English Captain and not allow the English
soldiers to go to Puri. “This statement of Jayee
Rajguru establishes his intention of not inviting the
English to our soil at any cost. After that Jayee
Rajguru declared war against the British. The
English laid a siege on Khordha fort for three
weeks and then broke down its wall and entered
into the fort. Jayee Rajguru was arrested and he
was tortured inhumanly. He was transferred to
Medinapore jail and was sentenced to death. He
was hung from two branches of densely thick
Banyan tree and he was torn into two halves in
Baghitotta (grove) at Medinapore. This is sad,
unfortunate and horrific event which had happened
on Dec 6, 1806. All Odias should remember this
great personality with extra-ordinary courage,
valour, and sacrifice for the Nation. Poet Ramesh
Chandra Bhanja writes :-

Many phases time have passed.
But the memory of Jayee’s death, refusing

to bow to the foreign rule, remains unchanged.

Khordha now came under the direct
control of the British. At that time the capital was
in Calcutta and there was no good road
communication to it. People used to go by foot
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or were being carried by Palkis to Chandbali from
there they were going to Calcutta by sail ships. It
was a fortnight’s journey. The Offices were
dominated by majority of Bengalis and the English
rules used to depend upon them. The Odia people
were not acquainted properly with the rules and
regulations of the government. Taking advantage
of that, the Bengali and Muslim officials purchased
the lands through benami transactions taking part
in auctioning at  very cheap rates in Calcutta.
Thus, about two thirds of the Zamindaries of
Balasore, Cuttack and Puri had been taken away
by the Bengali officials and their agents on the
plea of “nonpayment of taxes”. The Zamindars
were becoming bankrupt and they had no means
to go to Calcutta to protect against it. In some
cases, these corrupt Bengali officials demanded
taxes three times more than the usual rate and the
people suffered a lot. Thus in a decade between
1806 to 1816, as many as 10,111 Zamindaries
had been auctioned in these three districts. Out
of these, 350 Zamindaries had been bought by
the Bengali officials. The economic conditions of
the people faced severe jolts due to increased
taxes, frequently changing land settlement laws,
collection of taxes in terms of rupee against cowrie
and monopoly of salt business.

It must be noted that Khordha was thickly
populated with Paikas. At that time the native
kings were enjoying lands free of rent. At the times
of peace, they were living on cultivating the lands.
Now the agricultural land was subject to land
revenue by the company government. People had
even to sell all their moveable properties, yet they
could not get rid of the loans. About 5 to 600
families had migrated to other places in search of
livelihood. Many villages became empty. Mr.
Ewer had written about the land settlement laws
to increase the tax revenue and to exploit the
people. “The indigent miserable and depressed

condition of the bulk of the agricultural population
occasioned chiefly by the constant fluctuation of
the Government assessment.

Bakshi Jagabandhu, the leader of Paika
Rebellion :

Bakshi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar
Mohapatra Bhramarabara Ray was the Chief of
Army of Khordha, in accordance with his family
tradition. He had been enjoying Rodanga Jagir
because of his position. But a Bengali employee
Krushna Chandra Singh conspired and took away
the Jagir from him. But without approaching the
Court for getting justice Bakshi united the Daleis,
Dalabeheras and the people of that area revolted
against the British which was subsequently spread
over to other areas, which is better known as
Paika Uprising. It continued for eight long years
i.e from 1817 to 1825. After 40 years from 1817
another armed rebellion started at Barrackpore
of Calcutta which took the shape of Sepoy
Mutiny against the British, but it was put down
only within two years. The Britain had occupied
Bengal one hundred years before they captured
Odisha. But when, the revolution started though
quite late in Odisha, it spread almost immediately
to the entire area which exhibited Odia’s love for
independence.

The armed battles at Banapur, Khordha,
Gangapara, Puri, Dokanda of Kanasa, Pipili,
Balakati,Chandaka, Kujanga almost shocked the
foundation of the British rule. Even after the revolt
was put down, the British rulers were
apprehensive as Bakshi had not been arrested
and he was getting support of some provincial
kings of neighbouring areas. Because of his
popularity across the social classes, he could keep
himself safe from the military mission to arrest him.
At last the English ruler entered into a respectable
agreement with him on 27th May 1825 and
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brought him to Cuttack from Nayagarh and he
was kept under house arrest. This great patriot
breathed his last on January 24th January 1829. It
is said that the slow poison was used in his food
which hastened his death.

After eight long years of the Paika
Uprising, many rebels were chargesheeted by the
British government and were punished by the
Court. As many as 177 rebels were sentenced to
imprisonment, 103 were deported, 25 were
exiled from the state and four got life sentences.
Many were rewarded who had aided the
Government in nabbing rebels.

Pindiki Bahubalendra :

Many common people had been tortured
because of Paika Uprising. Many had lost their
lives. Some had been caught and had suffered
punishment in jails and some others had been
martyred. One of the major rebels was Pindiki
Bahubalendra. He was hiding with his large gang
in the jungle waging ‘guerilla war’ against the
company rule. So  it was not easy to arrest him.

Pindiki with all skills at his disposal used
to disguise himself and loot the government
treasuries and start killing the government officials.
The government desperately put rewards on his
head to arrest him. The reward went up to
Rs.1000/-.

The Government used all means to nab
him. At that time two rebels, Madhu Mohany and
Bishnu Mohanty turned traitors. They informed
the acting Magistrate of Khordha Mr. M.R.
Turnbull that they would help the English authorities
in nabbing Pindiki and his close aids. Rewards
were promished to them. Brigadier Thomas was
entrusted with the responsibility of arresting him.
He set on his quest on 20th September 1818 with
his force. But Pindiki managed to escape. But his

colleagues Sadhu Charan Mangaraj, Bishnu
Paikray and Dhruba Jena were caught.

The Government was worried as Pindiki
was still on the run. They came to know from the
Khatuas that Dhruba Charan Harichandan, the
Jagirdar of Malipara, was a very close friend of
Pindiki. He was threatened that if he would not
help in arresting Pindiki, his Jagir would be
confiscated. Furthermore, he was assured to get
one thousand rupees declared on Pindiki’s head.
Greed overpossessed him and he invited Pindiki
to his house. He mixed sleeping doses of Bhang
in his food and the English sepoys arrested him
when he was sleeping.

The historian Digambar Srichandan
narrates, “Bahubalendra was arrested and
imprisoned at Cuttack. With chains in his feet, he
was told to clean the weapons. He caught hold
of one sword, ran out of jail, swam across the
river Kathajori and reached at Baranga. As he
could not be caught alive, he was fired at which
caused his death”.

Pindiki’s sacrifice is an incomparable
example of patriotism in Indian history.

Shaheed Parshuram Routray :

Parshuram Routray was a strong
supporter of Bakshi, the leader of Paika
Rebellion. On the other hand, Charan Pattnaik of
Kudiary village was the villain. He informed the
British that Bakshi was conspiring with the
Marathas to resist the colonial force. He was killed
in broad daylight in front of all the villagers. None
came to his rescue. Brigadier Thomas had held
all the villagers responsible for the murder in his
report of recommendation. Two persons were
sentenced to death for the killing of Charan
Pattnaik. In the book “Khordha Itihasara
Antarale, Fakir Harichandan has written basing
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on the ‘A guide to Orissa Records Volume -3,
and the letter of Mr. Turnbull dated 6th April 1819,
that the Dewan of the queen of Sambalpur,
Sadashiva Ray had been sentenced to death.
Again another letter mentioned that, on dt. 18th

April 1819, Sachidananda Pattnaik was
sentenced to death.

Professor Dhruva Charan Paikray
contradicts this statement. He had said that, it was
Parshuram Routray was sentenced to death.
According to the letter of M.H. Turnbull, acting
Magistrate of Cuttack Forrester, Joint Magistrate
of Khordha passed order for the execution of
death sentence on Parshuram Routray, the rebel
leader of Khordha on the 6th April 1819.
Parshuram Routray was convicted  for murder of
Charan Pattnaik,  the Nizamat Adalat of Calcutta.
The related letter is given below :-

To

W.Forrester,  Joint Magistrate, Khordha

Sir,

Under the discretion given by the order
of Nizamat Adalat under date, the 5th March
1819, issued under custody of Sobadar Party, a
prisoner named Parshuram Routra convicted of
the murder of Charan Pattnaik and sentenced by
the Nizamat Adalat to death.

The original sentence of death of the
Nizamat Adalat and the warrant of the Calcutta
Court are transmitted herewith and you are
requested to return these after carrying the
sentence into execution and accompanied by the
report of the manner in which the sentence has
been executed.

I have the honour to be

Cuttack, 6th April 1819

M.H.Turnbull

Acting Magistrate of Zilla Cuttack.

It is clearly indicated from the above
mentioned letter that Parshuram Routra had faced
death sentence for murder of Charan Pattnaik.
Others claim that he was sentenced to death
because of the murder of Sadasiv Ray alias
Bohidar, the dewan of Panchogada queen. But it
is not based on facts. It is still to be investigated
when some others claim that it was Kalia
Bhuinmula alias Mangaraj of Bankoi had killed
the Dewan of Panchgada queen.

There is no detail information about the
birth place of Parsuram Routra. But he will always
be remembered as a great martyr.

The Rebel Leader Gopal Chhotaray :

Gopal Chhotaray was very close to
Bakshi. He belonged to the family of Dalabehera
of Gangapada. One thousand rupees reward was
announced to arrest him. The Daroga of Khordha
S. P. Ray was rewarded for doing this job. Dr.
Laxmi Narayan Raysingh wrote a book named
as “Bharatara Prathama Gana Biplaba” in which
he mentioned about his death sentence.

Bhima Singh : He was arrested by the British
and put to death. His birth place has not been
traced.

Natha Pradhan : He was sentenced to death
after being arrested by the British.

The Rebel Narsingh Paikray : He was part of
the rebellion organized by Bakshi. He had also
been sentenced to death by the British.

Padmanav Chhotaray :

He was a prominent rebel of Paika. He
was a resident of Badagarh, Bhubaneswar. He
had suffered life sentence. His family member
Shyam Sundar Routray still lives in Badagarh.
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Padmanav Chhotaray was also in the position of
Dalai of Daruthengagarh. The letter ‘R. Ker
suggests this.  The fate of other leaders was also
sealed. One such was Padmanav Chhotray,  the
most notorious robbers of the country. He was
aged 45 and was the Dalai of Daruthengagarh of
Khordha. He was charged with number of
dacoities by the authorities.

Pitabasa Mangaraj :- This great fighter who
belonged to Khudupur village near Jatni had been
sentenced for life.

Dewan Krushna Chandra Bhramarabara
Ray :-

He was the minister of the king of
Khordha. His father Harihar Bhramarabara Ray
was very powerful. Dewan Krushna Chandra was
the chief aid of Bakshi, all his landed property
had been confiscated. Bhanja, Raghab Pattnaik,
Daroga Hema Prasad Ray and Sirastadar Saddik
Ali were rewarded with two thousand rupees for
their effort to persuade Krushna Chandra to
surrender. Now the family members of the dewan
are living at Kuradhamalla. There is a pond named
as ‘Dewan Pokhari’ near his mansion, previously
established at Chhatramagarh.

Dama Subudhi :

Dama Subudhi was prominent Sardar of
Bakshi belonging to the village Siko. Pandit Surya
Narayan Dash writes about him in his book
‘Paika Bidroh’:- because of ‘Meli’ he had left
Siko with family and had taken shelter in
Athamallik. The Zamindar of Athamallik caught
him and sent to Sambalpur in the last week of
August. He was sent to Rairkhol from Athamallik,
via Boudh. Then he was sent to Sambalpur.

Athamallik Zamindar was rewarded with
one thousand rupees for helping the company
government for arresting Dama Subudhi on 30th

August 1818. The queen of Sambalpur Mukta
Dei was attacked by the rebel Paikas on her way
to Sambalpur from Panchagarh. The Paikas had
looted all of her articles. Dama Subuddhi was one
of them. His two brothers Nityananda Mangaraj
and Somanath Pattasani and his nephew
Dasharathi Paikray also actively participated in
the rebellion.

Dinabandhu Samantaray :

Dinabandhu Samantaray was the Paika
Sardar of Banapur. He had with him hundred
Paikas of Ghumusar besides his own one hundred.
He had kept the tempo of the rebellion with their
help. Mr. Bell had found some furniture, arms and
ammunitions when he raided the Soleri Hills with
his force to nab him. His family members were
staying in the villages near Bhatapara. Bell had
60 Paikas with rifles, 13 Paikas with bows and
arrows. Dinabandhu Samantaray, his aide Achyut
Samantaray and Paika Sardar of Aranga had
surrendered to Mr. Watson on  6th November
1917.

Rathi Samantasinghara :

Rathi Samantasinghara belonging to
Chhatragarh in the beach of Chilika was a warrior
with five hundred Paikas at his command. He had
taken a prominent role in the looting the Banapur
treasury along with the Kandhas of Banapur.
According to the letter from Commanding Officer
Lieutenant G.B. Ker of Banapur to Joint
Magistrate of Khordha dated 29th August 1818,
the rebel leader Rathi Samantasinghara and his
three aides Bisweswar Paikray, Paramananda and
Satyabadi were arrested. They had to face prison
terms.

Other Prominent Leaders :

Some Paika rebels had been arrested but
escaped from death sentence. They were
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Dalabeheras of Gangapada, Bhagu Harichandan
and his brother Makhan Singh, Chitra Samantaray
of Gangapada, Bishoi of Chhatragarh, Rathi
Samanta Singhara, Sandhu Charan Mangaraj,
Bishnu Paikray, the rebel leaders of Kujanga
Bamadeva Pattajoshi and Narayan Paramguru.
The last two were sentenced to rigorous
imprisonment in Alipore jail outside Odisha.

Sachidananda Pattnaik :

Sachidananda Pattnaik had been
sentenced to death as was charged with the
murder of Dewan Sadasiv Ray Bohidar of queen
Muktadei of Sambalpur at Panchogarh. Queen
Muktadei was one of the three queens of Jayanta
Singh, the last independent king of Sambalpur.
He had been jailed by Marathas and was later
released by the British. The British had brought
the queen to Cuttack and had settled her in
Panchgarh estate by purchasing it for twelve
thousand rupees. A palace and a house had been
built for queen and her Dewan respectively at
Saanpur.

Panchagarh estate included Bolgarh,
Bankoi, Manibandh, Manikagada, Haldipada,
Godiali and  Saanpur. The people of this area
now started paying taxes to the queen and her
Dewan as had been settled. The killing of Dewan
was necessary to make the people of this area
free from the queen’s rule. She was a puppet in
the hands of the British.

The Paika revolution had first erupted in
Banapur. The Kandhas and the Paikas under the
leadership of Bakshi was large and turned into a
great resistance movement.

Bishnu Paikray and Kapileswar Dian Bagha :

On the way to I.I.T. from Jatni, Khudpur
village is situated in the east of Barunei hills. It is a

historically famous village. As Sadasiva
Rathasharma writes, Gajapati of Odisha had
hidden himself there. After staying in the small
palace of Khudpur, he had shifted to Puri. All the
people of Khudpur had actively taken part in the
Paik Rebellion. In the war at Gangapara, the
Dalbeheras Bhagu Harichandan and Makhan
Singh, the brother duo had taken the lead. Both
were the uncles of Bishnu Paikray. Both the
brothers were arrested when both of them were
hiding in the palace of Khudpur and Bishnu
Paikray was sentenced to death for not divulging
the information. His brother Kapileswar Dian
Bagha also met the same fate.

Pandit Surya Narayan Dash in his book
‘Paika Bidroh’ has provided a list of names who
also met the same fate.

Many other Paiks had sacrificed their
lives in the war against the  British. Their identities
are still untraceable.

The British faced severe resistence from
the courageous Paikas for 33 long years i.e from
1803 to 1836. It presents a burning example of
Odia Nationalism. The fighters and the martyrs
who had taken part in this great struggle will always
be hailed with love and respect. Their glory will
never fade away in the ravages of time.

Satyabadi Baliarsingh, VISWATMA, M-23, Buxi
Jagabandhu Nagar, Khordha BDA Colony, Khordha-
752055, Email: satyabadi_baliarsingh@rediffmail.com.
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Surendra Sai :
Before and After First War of Independence

Dr. Chitrasen Pasayat

Two revolutionary movements occurred during
nineteenth century in the Gadjat areas of West

Odisha. One was a socio-religious movement led
by Bhima Bhoi and the second
one was a political movement
led by Surendra Sai. Both were
mass movements against the
existing social order. It would
be difficult to establish that both
had any linkages. But definitely
they were not unaware of each
other because they were aware
of the mass upsurge in their
respective field.

Mutiny in the year 1857
was an important occurrence in
the history of struggle against
British Raj in India. This historic
and remarkable occurrence has
been referred to by some as a
mutiny of the Company's
sepoys only. For them,
mutineers fought for their own immediate ends.
Further it is said that, mutineers had failed to take
the common people with them and they had left
much of the country and more of its people largely
unaffected and unconcerned. At times, it has been
referred to as the revolt of feudal lords. In view
of this, it could barely be called a war of

independence. Moreover it is said that, it was not
a national war since India in those days was far
from being a nation. All these notions are largely

based on the British official
versions of the revolt of 1857.

Contribution of Odisha
in this historical event was
significant and noteworthy. It is
pertinent to mention that,
Odisha has played a significant
role on two occasions to drive
out the foreign power from her
land. The first was in 1820
when the Khurda rose to
rebellion. It was the occasion
when a number of British
soldiers were killed. However,
it was ruthlessly suppressed.
The second was in 1857 when
the Sambalpur rose in rebellion
against the foreign

Government. During this time, the movement had
deep impact in the Gadjat states of West Odisha.
In other words, involvement of natives particularly
in princely states and their Gadjat rulers was
remarkable and worth mentioning. They
contributed to it to a large extent prior to the
outbreak of this mutiny and continued to struggle
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for the cause, till the climax and even after, despite
the fact that British rulers adopted and approved
all possible measures to face such a revolt.

Rani Laxmi Bai of Jhansi passed away
on 17.06.1858. It was an immeasurable loss for
the fighters a fatal blow to the movement as well.
After her death, First War of Independence
became weak and feeble. On 01.11.1858, the
historical Proclamation of Queen Victoria was
announced by Lord Canning in Allahabad. It
marked the ending of the First War of
Independence. But the rebellion against the British
authority could not be contained and suppressed
in Sambalpur area. The revolt continued with
unabated fury for several years even after that. In
this context, Mahtab (2009:10) has written, "The
rebellion in Sambalpur was so serious that the
British Government had to bring large number of
Bhuyan and Santhal soldiers from Keonjhar as
found in the Keonjhar Raj Durbar Records."
Why? Answers to this question provide us the
importance of Surendra Sai and significance of
Sambalpur movement led by him in the history of
freedom struggle in India.

In the year 1803, Odisha came under the
British rule. In many parts of Odisha, Princely
States or Gadjat rulers in particular opposed them
vehemently. They flatly refused to accept their
authority. They did not recognize British policy.
They declined and refuted their principles. It took
a violent turn in Sambalpur when Surendra Sai
took part and headed this movement.

After the death of Raja Jayanta Singh,
the widow Rani Mukta Devi submitted a petition
of prayer to the British Government regarding the
succession of her step-son Maharaja Sai. Her
petition was accepted and Maharaja Sai was
recognized as the Raja of Sambalpur in 1820.

In 1827, Maharaja Sai, the ruler of
Sambalpur passed away leaving behind two
daughters only. He had no male heir to inherit the
Sambalpur Rajgadee. Mohan Kumari, the widow
of Maharaja Sai ascended the throne. There is
no denying that, it was a historical occasion when
a widow stepped into the throne of Sambalpur.
Of course, Sambalpur was not prepared and
ready to see a widow as Rani. In fact, Britishers
were behind her. Though Mohan Kumari was the
first lady to succeed the throne in the known
history of Sambalpur, people believed that it was
an abuse of practice and violation of tradition.
Prettify the throne with a widow was not
acceptable to the people of Sambalpur.
Apparently and allegedly, Britishers also ignored
the successive family chain. Question of the
"Doctrine of Lapse" also did not arise at that
moment.

Surendra Sai was a young bachelor then.
As a youngster, he was ready to take on anything.
He raised his claim as a notable claimant to the
throne. He identified him as a descendant from
Raja Madhukar Sai (1630-1650), the fourth
Chauhan ruler of Sambalpur. He was born on
23rd January, 1809 on the full moon day of Pausa.
Reportedly, Surendra Sai at the age of 18 was
the natural heir of Sambalpur Rajgadee as per
tradition. He was the eldest son of Dharam Sai,
who was the brother of Maharaja Sai. Dharam
Sai was the Zamindar of Khinda. Though this was
a contentious and controversial issue, yet people
supported Surendra Sai's concern and interest.
They firmly stood behind him.

One way or another, Surendra Sai's claim
gained momentum in his favour. In fact, this
popular thrust and drive was the origin of the
movement against British Raj led by Surendra Sai.
It was fundamentally a tribal movement, for the
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reason that the defiant groups and resistant fighters
mostly belonged to the tribal communities like
Gond and Binjhal. Gauntias and Zamindars,
mostly belonging to Gond and Binjhal tribes of
Sambalpur kingdom extended their support.
Moreover, by and large tribal people were behind
this movement. It was suppressed by the
Britishers with firm hands.

Sambalpur was passing through a rough
phase of its history. The installation of a Rani
created discontentment among the people.
Britishers could not face this resentment. Captain
Wilkinson came from Hazaribagh with a strong
force to meet the situation and to put down the
rebellion. However, he could not control the
situation either. He recommended that Rani
Mohan Kumari should be replaced. His
recommendation was accepted. The British
deposed Rani Mohan Kumari and sent her off to
Cuttack with a pension of Rs. 600 per month.
She lived at Panchagarh near Khurda. However,
she ruled Sambalpur for five years.

Thus, the British had to get rid of Mohan
Kumari and fitted one Narayan Singh of Barpali
family. Then Narayan Singh was residing in Bonai.
He was brought to Sambalpur and installed on
the Rajgadee on 11.10.1833. He was not
acceptable to Surendra Sai and his supporters
owing to his (Narayan Singh's) mother being of
inferior caste (Senapati and Mahanti, 1971:71).
Once when Narayan Singh wanted to negotiate
with Surendra Sai and invited him for a dinner,
Surendra Sai declined his offer on this ground.
Disturbance was going on in and around
Sambalpur to destabilize the kingdom. Narayan
Singh was perhaps the only man who was sad
about what was happening in Sambalpur. These
were the reasons that he preferred Sambalpur to
be annexed after him. British also planted him for

the reason that, he had no male issue. Thus, it
was a plan cleverly made by the Britishers to
annex Sambalpur under the provision of the
"Doctrine of Lapse."

However, Rampur (Brajrajnagar)
Zamindar Dariar Singh was not in support of
Surendra Sai. In September 1838, a large band
of revolutionaries led by Surendra Sai and his
brother Udanta Sai marched against Rampur.
Surendra Sai with his brother Udanta Sai broke
into his palace. Dariar Singh desperately tried to
resist and withstand but soon he was
overpowered. So he escaped to Himgiri to save
his life. The Rampur village was set on fire and
the house of Dariar Singh was reduced to ashes.
In the scuffle, the young son of Dariar Singh and
his father Duryodhan Singh were killed. Dariar
Singh reported the matter to the Britishers.

When Colonel Ousely, the Agent to the
Governor General, visited Sambalpur in 1840,
he captured Surendra Sai. There was severe fight
between Surendra Sai and British at Deheripali
near Sambalpur. Surendra Sai was overpowered
and captured along with Udanta Sai, his brother.
Col. Ousely tried their cases and sentenced them
to imprisonment for five years and seven years
respectively.

Subsequently, they were sentenced to
rigorous life imprisonment and locked up in
Hazaribagh Jail of Bihar, where he was behind
bars till 1857 for long 17 years. Notably,
Sambalpur went under the British rule in the year
1849 but the Rampur incident took place in 1840.
In other words, even when Sambalpur was not
annexed, Britishers were interfering in the State
affairs of Sambalpur kingdom. So, in 1840 the
Britishers took Surendra Sai as a prisoner to a
British prison instead of keeping him in the prison
of Sambalpur Raja.
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After nine years of this incident,
Sambalpur Raja Narayan Singh died on
10.09.1849. It is said that, under the pressure of
Britishers, Narayan Singh had to recommend that
the Government should take over the State after
his demise. In addition, Narayan Singh was not
in favour of Surendra Sai to ascend the throne.
He also clearly apprehended that Surendra Sai,
if at all return from jail, would definitely struggle
for Sambalpur Rajgadee. So, he wanted to
prevent him by making such recommendation.
Britishers were also quite unwilling to consider
Surendra Sai for this purpose as he was a prisoner
for life.

However, there was some delay in arriving
at a decision. Consequently, the widow of
Narayan Singh, Rani Mukhshyapan Devi was
allowed to succeed to the throne. Thus, in the
known history of Sambalpur, Rani Mukhshyapan
Devi was the second widow lady who ascended
the Sambalpur Rajgadee, though the administration
was in her hand for a very brief period of about
three months only. Since she had no son,
consequently, Sambalpur was merged into
Company Rule in December 1849 in pursuance
of Lord Dalhousie's most famous "Doctrine of
Lapse." Dr. J. Cadenhead was appointed as the
Principal Assistant Agent of Sambalpur in
December 1857 and Rani was sent to Cuttack
with a pension of one hundred rupees per month.

The direct administration assumed by the
British Government was not liked by all sections
and there was widespread murmuring against such
drastic measure (Sahu, 1985: 65). Sambalpur was
in the throes of a fiscal change. The British might
call it growth and augmentation; others dubbed it
degeneration and deterioration. The new
Government immediately after taking over
administration made a fresh settlement of lands in

1849. The revenue was at once raised by one-
fourth indiscriminately. Further, in 1854, a second
settlement was made on equally indiscriminate
principles, the assessment of all villages being again
raised by one-fourth. The result was an enormous
rise in the revenue collected by Government.
Thus, the new fiscal policy of the new Government
gave rise to war and hatred in the minds of the
people (Sahu, 1985: 68-69).

In other words, in the mid-19th century,
policy of increasing revenue collection from the
Zamindars and Gauntias by the Britishers made
the situation explosive. According to a
Government report, the Gauntias and Zamindars
of Sambalpur were required to pay Rs.8800/-
only in the year 1849. But, all of a sudden it
increased to an unexpected amount of
Rs.74000/- in 1854. A number of Zamindars and
Gauntias belonging to Gond and Binjhal tribes
opposed to pay such huge revenue. In fact, they
did not want their subjects to shoulder this
enormous burden. This state of affairs went in
favour of Surendra Sai. Commissioner C. F.
Cockburn made an announcement for the
confiscation of property of those who had
declined to pay revised and enhanced revenue.
On 25.08.1858, this announcement was
published in Sambalpur.

When the Sepoy Mutiny broke out in
1857, the revolutionaries devastated the
Hazaribagh Jail on 30.07.1857. Surendra Sai and
Udanta Sai were unchained from a long 17 years
of confinement. The two brothers had the only
choice to come to their native place Sambalpur.
It was rainy season. They could only tell the
struggles they faced in the deep forests and
dangerous terrains when they came from
Hazaribagh Jail. They had to take the roads which
were woven through the valleys. They braved
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everything, from bad weather to wild animals.
Journey was rough and tough but there was hope
and expectation. They came to Sambalpur.

Captain E. T. Dalton, the Officiating
Commissioner of Chhotanagpur lost no time to
intimate this matter to Captain Leigh, the Assistant
Commissioner of Sambalpur. Reportedly, Captain
Leigh received this news in the night of
09.08.1857 (Sahu, 1985: 139). He declared a
reward of Rs. 250 for apprehension of each of
them (Sahu, 1985: 141). A 'Parwana' was also
served to all the Rajas and Zamindars to
dissociate themselves from Surendra Sai. But, it
was of no use.

Surendra Sai reached Sambalpur
sometime in the mid-September of 1857. After
17 years in Jail when he was freed, he reviewed
his mind. He knew that, he was an absconder
from jail. He was acquainted with the fact that,
the British would not spare him easily. It was one
of the most upsetting and worrying periods in his
life. Perhaps, he was thinking of a new, friendly
plan on Sambalpur. Possibly, he had nothing in
his mind like raising arm struggle against the British
in Sambalpur for Rajgadee though he was only
48 years old at that time. It was evident from his
petition submitted before Captain Leigh in
Sambalpur subsequently.

On the other hand, the Zamindars and
the Gauntias of Sambalpur could realize the
potential of Surendra Sai as a leader. This was
reflected in the support and grand welcome he
received by them after his arrival at Sambalpur.
Hundreds of local people, Zamindars and
Gauntias of Sambalpur region gathered at a place
to receive him. They gave him a rousing reception.
Among them, Zamindars and Gauntias namely
Madho Singh of Ghens and his family, Janardan
Singh of Pahad Sirgida, Karuna Gadtia of

Kolabira, Manohar Singh of Bheden, Dayal
Sardar of Kharsel and Madhu Gauntia of
Loisingha seemed to have joined Surendra Sai
and revolted against Britishers at this stage.
Perhaps, by then exploitation of British rule had
attracted some more dosage of mass
discontentment. Leigh apprehended a mutiny. He
declared Surendra Sai and his brother rebels and
offered a reward of rupees two hundred and fifty
for each of them.

Surendra Sai had reassessed his plan in
the wake of the mutiny. But he adjusted his plan
in line with changes in the local situation of
Sambalpur. He was pondering a new and friendly
policy on Sambalpur because of mounting
pressure of local Gauntias and Zamindars on him
after the hike of revenue and subsequent action
against them who were defaulters or who did not
pay revenue deliberately. He could understand
the volatile situation of Sambalpur at that time.

In October 1857, Surendra Sai was
found camping with large number of followers in
the jungles near Sasan village about six miles off
Sambalpur town. It is said that, in the morning of
07.10.1857, Surendra Sai came to Sambalpur
escorted by a contingent of about one thousand
followers and met Captain Leigh, the Assistant
Commissioner of Sambalpur. He explained him
that if the British Government would recognize
his claim to Sambalpur Rajgadee and remit the
remaining part of their punishment; they would
like to remain in peace (Sahu, 1985: 145). Next
morning on 08.10.1857, Surendra Sai met
Captain Leigh for the second time (Sahu, 1985:
146).

Then, Captain Leigh told him to disperse
his forces and wait for Government order on their
petitions. For that reason, Surendra Sai asked
his brother Udanta Sai to return to Khinda with
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the followers and he remained in Sambalpur with
a handful of trusted guards. But during his stay at
Sambalpur, Surendra Sai was closely watched
by the Britishers. He also received some rumours
that he would be deported. Consequently, he
apprehended some danger. He could not take
Captain Leigh into confidence.

However, on records, Captain Leigh, the
Assistant Commissioner of Sambalpur favoured
a kind of understanding with Surendra Sai to put
out the battle between his followers and Britishers.
An agreement for peace was sought on
08.10.1857, which did not contain that Surendra
Sai would ascend the throne of Sambalpur
thereafter. In his letter dated 17.10.1857, Captain
Leigh remarked on their petitions that "the
petitioners entertain the hopes which are, of
course, utterly vain" (Sahu, 1985: 147). But,
unfortunately, it was the impression of the common
people and his followers that Surendra Sai would
be the king of Sambalpur subsequently.

Captain Leigh sent the representation of
Surendra Sai and his brother to Captain T. E.
Dalton, Commissioner of Chotanagpur. In turn,
Dalton forwarded it to the Government of Bengal
with his observations on 30.10.1857. Dalton
recommended that the sentences on Surendra Sai
and Udanta Sai be commuted on condition that
both the brothers would reside either at Cuttack
or Ranchi. He further stated that the claim of
Surendra Sai to the Rajgadee of Sambalpur
merited no consideration whatsoever (Sahu,
1985: 147). In other words, Surendra Sai's claim
to the throne of Sambalpur could never be
considered. Most probably, the British did not
want the Sambalpur issue to be settled amicably
in the emerging situation. Surendra Sai wanted
peace but it did not mean that he was renouncing
his stance or showing a weakness. If there was

any such impression in any quarter, it was
completely wrong.

There is no denying the fact that, Surendra
Sai and his radical colleagues had no
organizational linkages with the epicenters of
1857. But, they were not ignorant of it.
Reportedly, there were 32 prisoners from Odisha
and the Tributary Mahals. Most probably, the
activities of the rebels in Hazaribagh Jail
encouraged and provoked Surendra Sai and his
colleagues to renovate their ideas and to renew
their struggle against Britishers in Sambalpur even
after 17 years of long imprisonment. Due to
changed socio-economic condition, many
Zamindars and Gauntias of Sambalpur welcomed
Surendra Sai and his radical colleagues and
relatives when they arrived at Sambalpur. This
was also a motivational force behind him to restore
his old revolutionary mindset. So, it would be
injudicious and unwise to say that, particularly after
his release from Hazaribagh Jail in the year 1857,
Surendra Sai was fighting for his own interest.

During this time, Surendra Sai became a
role model for his new followers. He was
transformed into a symbol of protest and
resistance to the British rule for his supporters. It
was during this period that, support poured in for
him from all quarters specifically because of ill
feelings towards British administration and sudden
rise of revenue payment. A common platform
consisting of all walks of people was erected
against the British authority under the leadership
of Surendra Sai. There was no narrow and
personal motive of Surendra Sai. The tremendous
support that Surendra Sai had is apparent from
the fact that there are many myths, folk tales and
folk songs on him as if every village was proud to
be connected with him and his struggle.

It is said that, in the night of Kartika
Chaturdasi (29.10.1857), Surendra Sai went to
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the bank of the river Mahanadi in Sambalpur for
a holy dip on the occasion of Kartika Purnima /
Rasa Purnima (30.10.1857). But, he was
disappeared. British intelligence was surprised.
Britishers could not locate him. It would not be
out of place to mention here that, Captain
Cockburn, the Commissioner of Cuttack wrote
to Captain Leigh of Sambalpur on 04.11.1857
advising him to persuade Surendra Sai and
Udanta Sai to agree to reside at Cuttack as a
proof of their unconditional surrender to
Government (Sahu, 1985: 148). But by that time
Surendra Sai had escaped. This time, the flag of
rebellion was hoisted firmly and the authority of
the British was challenged strongly in Sambalpur.

It is believed that, Surendra Sai escaped
on horse back courageously in the night of
31.10.1857 from Sambalpur to Khinda, his native
village. There heralded the great revolution known
as 'Ulgulaan'. After that, he never looked back
and fought some historically most unforgettable
battles. He started guerrilla fighting against the
British force. He shook the very foundation of
colonial rule in Sambalpur and neighbouring areas.
His heroic deeds gave inspiration to his followers
who joined him.

On 06.11.1857, Madras Artillery under
the Command of Captain J. B. Knocker was sent
to Kolabira and Khinda. The troops were
opposed by the rebels at Jhar Ghati, 12 miles
from Sambalpur. But British were far superior to
country made weapons of the rebels (Sahu,
1985: 150). However Surendra Sai fought an
important battle of Laxmi Dungri on 17.12.1857.

Meanwhile, Sambalpur was temporarily
transferred from the Commissionership of
Chotanagpur to that of Cuttack to meet the
exigency of the situation. So, Cockburn took
charge of Sambalpur district on 19.12.1857.

The followers of Surendra Sai took the
responsibility of protecting the Singoda Ghati and
the Nisha Ghati. Singhoda Ghati was impregnable
and invincible. It was guarded by Madhab Singh
Bariha, the Zamindar of Ghens at the age of 71.
Madho was his nick name from childhood. From
British records also, he is commonly known as
Madho Singh. He had five sons namely Hati
Singh, Kunjal Singh, Bairi Singh, Airi Singh (alias
Uday Singh) and Narayan Singh. They also
extended their full support to him.

The other strategic spot close to this route
was at Pahadsirgida about 30 kms from
Sambalpur. Janardan Singh, the Zamindar of
Pahadsirgida was placed in charge of this Ghati
or pass. They stopped all communication for some
period. On 08.12.1857 Captain E. G. Wood left
Nagpur and reached Singhoda Ghati after 19 days
of arduous and exhausting journey. He was
resisted by Madho Singh. On 27.12.1857, there
was a severe clash between Madho Singh and
Captain E. G. Wood who was leading the cavalry
squadron. Many English soldiers were killed. But
Captain Wood by some means escaped to
Sambalpur and saved his life.

However, Captain Wood could reach
Sambalpur on 29.12.1857. The incident of
Singhoda Ghati enraged him. Next day he
surrounded Kudopali where the most ghastly
battle took place on 30.12.1857. It is a
memorable episode not only in the history of
Sambalpur but also in the history of freedom
movement in India. Captain Wood besieged the
rebel stronghold of Kudopali. The rebels met with
their first major debacle at this point. As many as
53 revolutionaries were killed in this battle and
11 were arrested. Subsequently, out of these
eleven war prisoners four were released and two
were sentenced to imprisonment and the remaining
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four were released. It is true that nowhere in
Odisha, so many revolutionaries were killed in a
single action during this period. In this battle,
Chhabila Sai the fifth brother of Surendra Sai was
shot in the back while running away to catch his
horse.

There was a dispute between Ghess
Zamindar Madho Singh and Bijepur Zamindar
over Bhatibahal region. Bijepur Zamindar was
acting as an informer, He informed the Britishers
about the rebellious activities of Madho Singh and
his family. Earlier, Madho Singh opposed and also
did not pay the enhanced revenue. On the other
hand, he joined his hands with Surendra Sai and
fought against the Britishers. When a list of
defaulters was prepared by the Britishers to
confiscate their property, Madho Singh was found
at the top of this roll. Bijepur Zamindar was very
clever and smart. He took the advantage of this
situation and rushed to Sambalpur to justify his
claim over Bhatibahal region. The British
supported his claim to award Bhatibahal to
Bijepur Zamindar and amalgamated that region
with his estate.

Early in February 1858, Captain
Shakespeare was dispatched from Raipur with a
squadron of cavalry to clear off the Singhoda
Ghati in order to facilitate mail communication
between Sambalpur and Nagpur. Captain
Shakespeare came and did his job and returned
to Raipur. Surendra Sai was a master tactician in
overcoming apparently insurmountable odds. He
again captured this Ghati and reorganized its
defense under the command of Kunjal Singh and
Bairi Singh.

It was not only a setback to British but
also a matter of pride and prestige. It was a
necessity for the safe communication between

Sambalpur and Nagpur and between Calcutta
(Kolkata) and Bombay (Mumbai). So, on
12.02.1858, Captain Woodbridge and Captain
Wood went to Singhoda Ghati to reoccupy the
Ghati. On the way, they attacked the Pahadsirgida
Ghati which was strongly fortified by the rebels
under the leadership of Janardan Singh, the
Zamindar of Pahadsirgida. Woodbridge was killed
in this battle.

On 14.02.1858, when Captain Ensign
Warlo proceeded to Singhoda Ghati he saw a
violent scene on the top of the hill. Headless and
naked corpses were seen hanging in the trees.
Naked and headless body of Captain
Woodbridge was also found among those of
others. Captain Warlo carried the body of Captain
Woodbridge with a horse and came to
Sambalpur.

As a sequel to the pro-active role of
Kharsel Zamindar Dayal Singh in the battle of
Pahad Sirgida, he was hanged on 03-03-1858.
The Zamindar of Bheden was killed in the battle
of 1858. The violent armed conflict of Papanga
hill is also on historical record. G. F. Cockburn
left Sambalpur towards the end of March 1858.
Captain Forster came to Sambalpur on
29.03.1858 to relieve Captain Leigh.

Forster demonstrated very severe and
stern attitude towards the Rajas and Zamindars
who had support to Surendra Sai and his rebel
colleagues. In April 1858 Forster, officiating
Commissioner of Sambalpur convened a
conference of the Rajas and Zamindars and
pressed them to completely support the British
Government against the rebels. He urged them to
withdraw all their sympathy from Surendra Sai
and his associates and contacts. The Raja of
Rairakhol, the Raja of Sonepur, the Raja of
Saranggarh and the Raja of Patna assured to
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extend their all cooperation with the British
Government.

Patna Raja Hira Brajadhar Dev betrayed
Ujjal Sai. On 01.06.1858, Ujjal Sai was captured
and hanged by orders of Forster. Surendra Sai
had obvious grouse. He could not excuse Patna
Raja and incited the Kandhs inside Patna State
to rise against the Raja, while his followers
consistently invaded the Patna territory and gave
no respite for him. In this mission, Kunjal Singh
played important role in mobilizing tribal people
against the Patna Raja.

Bamanda Raja Braja Sundar Dev was
backing Surendra Sai diplomatically and morally.
He abjectly committed himself in writing that he
was prepared to render his services either to fight
and capture Surendra Sai or to compromise
matters with him, whatever was desired by the
British Government. He also assured Forster of
his sincere loyalty and thereby incurred great
dissatisfaction of the rebels. The Bamra territory
was frequently invaded by the rebels who resorted
to loot, arson and murder and allowed no peace
for Raja. Raja himself was once imprisoned by
the rebels and was ultimately set free by the
intervention of Surendra Sai. In fact, it was drama.
But the British could observe that the Raja of
Bamanda had sympathy for the revolution of
Surendra Sai and that his Paikas were invading
the villages of the British territory. The Assistant
Commissioner of Sambalpur was of the view that
the Raja was guilty of gross misconduct.

Cockburn had already confiscated the
estates of 13 Zamindars who were in support of
Surendra Sai. On 25.08.1858, Forster notified
the list of these Zamindars namely Madho Singh
of Ghens, Manohar Singh of Baseikella (Bheden),
Dial Sardar (Dayal) of Kharsel, Pitambar Singh
of Patkulunda, Janardan Singh of Pahadsirgida,

Ananta Sai of Mundomahal, Chandra Gartia of
Loisingha, Karuna Gartia of Kolabira, Dariar
Singh of Rampur, Unjare Singh of Kodabaga,
Dhanu Singh of Machida, Khageswar Das of
Bonda and Ujjal Sai of Khinda and Talabira.

Major Forster made a sudden and
surprise attack on the fort of Ghess with enormous
force. There was deep silence in the village when
they arrived at Ghess. No one was there, no one
was found. Everybody concealed himself either
in the distant village or hid in the deep forest. That
again enraged the British soldiers. They burnt the
entire village into ashes. Such cruel and unkind
activity of the British soldiers was intolerable and
unbearable for the villagers.

Finally, British soldiers caught the old
Zamindar Madho Singh. It is said that, Madho
Singh was caught while going to Matia Bhata
village secretly. He was taken to Sambalpur and
without proper trial he was hanged to death. At
the age of 72 he became a martyr. It is said that
Bijepur Zamindar was instrumental in this
conspiracy of capturing Madho Singh.

Surendra Sai shifted his activities to
Khariar area in the later part of 1858 and
entrenched himself in the inaccessible Manikgarh
hill fort. At that time Krishna Chandra Dev was
the Raja of Khariar. During his reign Khariar
became an important scene of revolution as
Surendra Sai made the Manikgarh hill as one of
his strongholds to fight against the British. From
this place, he mobilized tribal people in particular
and strengthened his force against the British
authority. He pooled the tribal people like the
Gongs, Binjhals, Souras and others who inhabited
the hilly tracts of West Odisha and east Jharkhand.
In this sense, his rebellion was a tribal rebellion
under his leadership. Hence, it was different from
earlier revolutions in other parts of Odisha.
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During this historical period of fighting
against the Britishers, some did not extend their
cooperation to the rebels; rather acted as
informers on behalf of Britishers. For example,
with the help of Saranggarh Raja Sangram Singh,
Britishers could capture Kamal Singh. Sangram
Singh was awarded and was also given the title
of "Chief Feudatory".

Narayan Singh was the Zamindar of
Sonakhan. He revolted against the Britishers and
was defeated and captured by Lt. Lucie Smith.
In the month of December 1857 he was
executed. His Zamindari was confiscated and
made over to Maharaj Sai, who was the Zamindar
of Deoree. In fact, Maharaja Sai, Binjhal by caste
was a nephew of Narayan Singh. In 1857 revolt,
Narayan Singh was hanged by the British due to
the help rendered by Maharaja Sai to the British.
His son Gobind Singh was also arrested and
transported to Nagpur jail. In July 1859, he was
released. He swore to take revenge of his father's
death from Maharaja Sai.

Gobind Singh had married Purnima, the
only daughter of Kunjal Singh. At that time, his
father-in-law Kunjal Singh with Surendra Sai and
other rebel colleagues had taken shelter in
Sunabeda plateau of Khariar due to tough action
taken by the British in Sambalpur region.
Sunabeda was declared as 'Rebel Land' by the
British.

One day, Gobind Singh asked Surendra
Sai for help to kill Maharaja Sai. It is said that
Surendra Sai sent his 120 rebel colleagues with
Kunjal Singh, the father-in-law of Gobind Singh
to support Gobind Singh in his mission. On
16.07.1860, they marched and assaulted
Maharaja Sai in his residence and killed him. His
house was ransacked and his two daughters and

one son-in-law were kidnapped. Major E. K.
Elliot, the Commissioner of North Province
declared rewards of Rs.500 and Rs.250 for
capture of Gobind Singh and Kunjal Singh
respectively. Subsequently, Gobind Singh was
caught and executed by the Britishers.

It was the period when British
Government took direct control of Indian
administration under the proclamation of 1858.
The Indian Council Act, 1861 had been enforced
and Sambalpur had been incorporated with the
Central Province under this Act. In the mean time,
Major Impey became the Deputy Commissioner
of Sambalpur in April, 1861.  He suggested some
peace proposals on 22.08.1861 including granting
of pardon to the revolutionaries, who would
surrender, return the seized property and lead a
normal life. Commissioner of Cuttack issued a
proclamation on 24.09.1861 to free the rebels
confined in the jails of Sambalpur and Cuttack.
As a matter of goodwill gesture, prisoners were
released. He also declared a package of pension
to the members of the royal family including
Surendra Sai. However, some revolutionaries
namely Udant Sai, Dhruv Sai (brothers of
Surendra Sai) surrendered on 07.01.1862.

Subsequently, Surendra Sai wrote to
Major Impey, the new Deputy Commissioner,
offering to surrender on the condition that his claim
to the throne was conceded. Impey replied that
the throne could never be given to him though
liberal provisions would be made for his
maintenance. Finally he and some of his strong
rebel colleagues namely Gajaraj Singh,
Khageswar Dao, Fate Singh and Kunjal Singh
surrendered on 16.05.1862 on guarantee of 'Life,
Liberty and Free Pardon'. Major Impey
personally received him at a place near Sambalpur
with all cordiality. He was granted a pension of
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Rs.1200/- per year, whereas his family was
granted a pension of Rs.4600/-.

Surendra Sai surrendered not because he
was vanquished but because he was offered peace
and general amnesty by the British Government.
Mahtab has written that "though at one stage the
British authority granted amnesty to the rebels, it
is not known in what circumstances the amnesty
was withdrawn and again repression started".
Finally, Surendra Sai was subsequently betrayed
and put under arrest in 1864 along with his close
relations and friends.

But, after the death of Major Impey in
December, 1863 things changed rapidly.
Cumberledge who succeeded Major Impey was
very hostile to Surendra Sai. He did not honour
the earlier measures taken by Major Impey. It
was partly because of the fact that, submission of
Surendra Sai did not bring peace. Unrest
continued in Sambalpur. Cumberledge found him
to be a strong centre of problem even after his
surrender.

At last, with the help of one Dayanidhi
Meher, he was taken captive in a surprise raid.
He was arrested in a treacherous way on his
birthday (as per English calendar) i.e. on
23.01.1864 night. There was no fight. There was
no opposition as well. There was no bloodshed
too. His capture was due to conspiracy.
Reportedly, Dayanidhi Meher was a British spy.
He was also a liquor vendor. By some means, he
could manage to pick up friendship with Surendra
Sai and his followers. It was the night of "Pus-
Puni" or Pousa Purnima i.e. the full-moon day in
the Hindu month of Pousa, an important festive
occasion of the entire Sambalpur region.
Dayanidhi Meher offered Surendra Sai, his
brothers and his followers sweets mixed with
heavy intoxicant, saying that the sweets were

"Prasad" of the deity. Surendra Sai and his
followers did not hesitate to accept the sweets /
Prasad. Soon they became intoxicated and
unconscious.

Dayanidhi Meher had reported to the
district authorities about the hide-out of Surendra
Sai. He had also given prior information to the
British authorities about his plan and the time to
strike. The Deputy Commissioner and the
Superintendent of Police Mr. Beryal and others
raided the place at dead of night. They could easily
arrest Surendra Sai and his brothers Udant Sai,
Dhruba Sai and Medini Sai and his son
Mitrabhanu. Later on Dayanidhi Meher was
rewarded. He was bestowed with a "Jagir". It
came to be known as the "Namak Haram Jagir".

British authorities did not consider it safe
to keep Surendra Sai in Sambalpur. Rightly, they
apprehended mass upsurge. Without delay, a
batch of 17 prisoners was forwarded to Raipur
of Chhattisgarh under heavy escort on 25th
January, 1864. The prisoners were tried for waging
war against the Queen and other charges.
Surendra Sai, Udant Sai, Khageswar Dau,
Dhruba Sai, Medini Sai, Lokanath Gadtia,
Shradhakar Malik, Mrutyunjay Panigrahi and
Jagabandhu Hota were convicted and sentenced
to transportation for life. Mitrabhanu Sai, Mohan
Dau, Dharanidhar Mishra and Padmanabha Guru
were sentenced to seven years' imprisonment
each.

There was an appeal to the Judicial
Commissioner. Whatever might have been the
character and temperament of British officers and
military personnel, the British judges were above
suspicious. The Judicial Commissioner set aside
the order and sentences. Immediately after the
delivery of the judgment of their acquittal by the
Judicial Commissioner, they were re-arrested
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under Regulation III of 1818. They were
dispatched on 19.11.1864 to Nagpur Sitabuldi
jail. There from, they were sent to Asirgarh jail in
Nimar on the Satpura hill range where he spent
his last days.

However, Madho Singh's son Kunjal
Singh along with friend Saligram Bariha carried
on the struggle till 1865. Kunjal Singh, his brother
and his friend were hanged. But Hathi Singh was
sentenced to life imprisonment and transported
to Andamans. Allegedly, Surendra Sai was cruelly
and inhumanly tortured inside the lockup. It is
believed that, he spent a very agonized and painful
life in Asirgarh jail. It is said that, due to negligence
of the jail authority, he lost his eyesight. After 20
years, he passed away in that dungeon on
28.02.1884.

The movement led by Surendra Sai was
not a simple struggle. It was not a mere
confrontation with the British power or plain
opposition to the British authority. The most
significant point of this movement was that, it
continued for several years even after collapse
and end of the Sepoy mutiny in the later part of
1857. It is pertinent to point out that, the First
War of Independence subsided by the end of
1858 but Surendra Sai and his rebel colleagues
continued to fight against the British who were
then an enormous power and supremacy in the
whole world. There are two main reasons for the
persistence of this movement in Sambalpur area
for so long.

First, Surendra Sai received support not
only from local Zamindars, Gauntias and Rajas
but also from common people. Consequently, it
was widespread and extensive. Surendra Sai
could fight against the British for such a long period
not because people were afraid of him, but
because they loved and cherished him. They

appreciated and supported his cause. They were
not only conniving at rebellious activities of
Surendra Sai but also always behind him and his
rebel colleagues with food and other resources.
They kept everything about Surendra Sai and his
rebel colleagues concealed from the notice of the
British and their horde of spies.

Secondly, although the rebels were poorly
and inadequately equipped and were no match
for the British force in the open plain, they were,
in fact, very strong in the hills and invincible in the
forests. They were very tough in the difficult terrain
and unbeatable in the mountains. They were very
dangerous and furious in the jungles. The British
also realized that on many occasions their military
operation against Surendra Sai and his rebel
colleagues had failed because of the difficult terrain
of Sambalpur area and their amazing and
astonishing adaptability to jungle and
mountaineering life. So, on one occasion the
British authority of Sambalpur had to requisition
the tribal army from Keonjhar in order to fight
him in Sambalpur.

On official record, he spent 37 years in
jail in two spells. In the history of freedom struggle
in India, no one has been put into the confinement
for so many years. Perhaps, no political prisoner
in the known history of the world has ever spent
such a length of 37 years in jail. It is the longest
duration of a freedom fighter's life consumed by
jail. Despite the extreme British repression, the
highest sacrifice and best spirit of nationalism
exhibited by these fighters is commendable and
exemplary for all time to come. The names of
these fighters who fought an epic struggle against
the British rule should have been recorded in
golden letters of history of India's struggle for
independence, but unfortunately they are yet to
get the right place.
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There is no denying the fact that, Surendra
Sai was one of the most valiant sons of the soil
who sacrificed his life fighting against the British
and died in obscure. In this perspective Supakar
(2009:11-16) writes, "Surendra Sai, the great
freedom fighter in the first war of Indian struggle
for independence in the 19th century, is the least
known and yet one of the bravest and most valiant
martyr for the cause of independence of the
country. It is pity that, his name has been omitted
in many annals of this first war of independence
of India…History refuses to recognize the valour,
the patriotism and the noble qualities of a hero,
who has fought and lost." However, it is during
the centenary celebration of martyrdom of
Surendra Sai in 1984 that this brave man was
acclaimed and commended as a national hero to
reckon with in the first freedom struggle of India.
It could be described as a unique moment for the
people and state of Odisha. Department of Posts
released commemorative stamp on this legendary
fighter.

Given the controversy over this great
warrior's place in the 'First War of Independence',
the stamp issued by the Department of Posts came
as a huge boost to the people of Odisha. It was a
matter of great pride for Odisha as well as Odias
and a clear acknowledgement by the Government
of India that, Surendra Sai was a great
revolutionary. The author was at that time a M.A.
second year student of Jawaharlal Nehru

University, New Delhi. It is still in the mind and
heart of Odia students of JNU, Delhi University
and Jamia Milia University how they had observed
this memorable occasion with much pomp and
splendor.

It would not be out of place to mention
that, virtually the entire family of Surendra Sai was
courageous and valiant freedom fighters. As
discussed elsewhere, his uncle Balaram died in
Hazaribagh jail. He languished there for 16 years.
His brother Chhabila Sai was killed in an encounter
with the British army at Kudopali. Another brother
Ujjal Sai was sent to Patnagarh for help. Sadly,
the Raja betrayed him and surrendered him to
the British. Subsequently, Ujjal was executed. His
other brothers Udant, Dhruba and Medini and
his son Mitrabhanu were also among the freedom
fighters. His only sister Anjana did not marry and
extended all her support to these fighters for the
larger cause of the society. His wife Sunakumari
had hardly spent her married life with her husband.
She born and brought up her son Mitrabhanu for
the same cause of sacrifice. It is pity that, these
names have been omitted in many annals of this
first war of independence.

Dr. Chitrasen Pasayat resides at 152-Vijay Vihar,
Nuagaon Road, Sishupalgarh Post Office,
Bhubaneswar-751002, Odisha.
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Tribal Resistance Movement Against British
Imperialism : Role of Saheed Madho Singh

Dr. Himansu Sekhar Padhi

Indian freedom struggle is a story of endless
bravery, heroism, patriotism and self sacrifice
of the people. From king and kingly people to

the subjects, rich to poor, literate to illiterate, all
had come forward leaving their
families to sacrifice themselves in
the sacrificial pit of the revolution
against the oppressive rule of the
British government. Needless to
say that in the freedom struggle the
roles of the tribal were very
significant and thus deserves special
mention in this regard.

‘Saheed Madho Singh' is
one among those tribals who dared
to challenge the British imperialism.
He came forward to support Veer
Surendra Sai, when the latter fought
against the East India Company
claiming legitimately for the throne of Sambalpur
kingdom.

Ghens is a village under Padampur sub-
division of Bargarh district of Odisha. It was a
prominent centre of the resistance movement
against the Britishers in 19th century. A small
zamindary (feudatory state) of the Chouhans of
Sambalpur , Ghens played a vital role under its

tribal chief Madho Singh in the First  War of Indian
Independence of 18571.

Saheed Madhab Singh Beriha, a less
known martyr belonged to   Binjhal tribe, son of

Arjuna Singh Beriha, he had often
been referred in the British record
as Madho Singh. The local
contemporary records also narrate
him as Madho Singh. Therefore he
is known in the same name in Indian
history. He was the zamindar of
Ghens in the 1st half of 19th century.
Unfortunately his date of birth has
not been brought to limelight. It is
assumed that because his family
members were far away from
formal education, they might not
have recorded it. When the king
and  feudatory chiefs of other states

used to live in palace, used to maintain  luxurious
life, his forefathers  used to lead a simple life like
that of the common people. They used to live in a
mud house having thatched roof. They used to
take simple food and used to dress themselves
like common people. Their sole aim was the
welfare of the subjects2.

Since Madho Singh was born in a
zamindar family, his father must have made
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necessary arrangements to make him proficient
in the art of warfare. He inherited the value of
honesty and integrity from his predecessors.  His
indomitable courage, love of freedom, altruistic
nature made him a great revolutionary. Having
seen his courage and calibre, his father Arjun Singh
Beriha handed over the zamindari of Ghens in
his favour, which consisted of 20 small villages
like Ghens, Petupali, Ghumuripali, Jhankarpali,
Tileimal, Barpadar, Turimunda, Badmal, Katapali,
Kuchipali, Sidhira, Kalagapali, Nuapali,
Bideshpali, Brahmanipatha, Balipatha,
Beherapali, Tumarpali, Bandpali and Charhapali.
These are known as khalsa. Madho Singh had
five sons. They were Hati Singh, Kunjel Singh,
Bairi Singh, Airi Singh(Uday Singh) and Narayan
Singh. His second son Kunjel Singh had got five
villages as dowry. Those were Girinjal, Budhamal,
Kendumudi, Rengali and Biripali3.

Madho Singh was a man of independent
status. He was not in favour of being controlled
by Britishers. His feeling towards the British
echoed in all the villages of his zamindari. He
was well aware of the might of the British power.
Their prowess, valour and diplomacy did not have
any impact upon Madho Singh’s attitude towards
the Britishers. The factors which prompted him
to adopt hostile attitude towards the East India
Company is widely known. Firstly, the attitude of
British towards Veer Surendra Sai wounded his
sentiment. Surendra was not given the throne of
Sambalpur because he was a man of independent
status. Secondly, the Britishers wanted to place a
henchman on the throne who would dance
according to their tune. Thirdly, the Britishers had
come to India for business purpose. Due to the
lack of unity among the Indians and that of their
innocence the Britishers became our master.
Fourthly, most of the British officers were

oppressive and brutal. Fifthly, they tried to collect
huge amount of tax from the people. The British
attitude towards Narayan Singh, the zamindar
of Sonakhan also hammered the sentiment of
Madho Singh. Narayan happened to be his son—
in-law. A great famine broke out in Sonakhan
where thousands of people died out of starvation.
Narayan Singh requested Seth Makhanlal, the
zamindar of Kharod to provide foodgrains to
the famished subjects. Makhanlal however
became reluctant to keep his words. This
infuriated Narayan Singh. He marched to Kharod
and looted foodgrains, which was distributed
among the famine-stricken subjects. For this act
Narayan Singh was convicted and sent to jail.
This act of British added fuel to the resisting
attitude of Madho Singh4.

Maharaja Sai, the last Chouhan king of
Sambalpur died in 1827 leaving his widow
Mohan Kumari and two daughters. He didn’t
have any male issue5.  After his death the throne
remained vacant. The Chouhan family of Rajpur-
Khinda claimed themselves next to the main line
of Sambalpur and hoped to succeed to the throne.
No sooner than he died, Surendra Sai, who at
that time represented the Rajpur -Khinda family
asserted his claim for the gadi6. On the other hand
the British government wanted to have a
henchman to serve their interest. They neglected
the claim of Surendra, because he was a man of
independent disposition. The Britishers installed
Mohan Kumari, the widow queen of Maharaja
Sai on the gadi of Sambalpur. They were sure
that the rani could not be in a position to control
the male officials of the state and could not make
public appearance for discharging the function of
an administrator of a territory. Consequently the
Britishers would be the sovereign of Sambalpur.
The installation of a lady against all established



41OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha Review ISSN 0970-8669

local customs and laws of land was unavoidable7.
No sooner than Mohan Kumari got the throne,
the Britishers found widespread dissatisfaction
and protest against the rani8. The discontentment
among rani’s subject was universal and the
people took up arms against rani’s officials, who
were oppressive and corrupt.  Thereafter they
disposed her and chose an imbecile old man
named Narayan Singh, who was the illegitimate
scion of the Chouhan zamindar family of Barpali9.
Narayan Singh was quite aged when he was made
the raja of Sambalpur. He, with a religious bent
of mind was not able to discharge his duties as
the king10. The elevation of Raja Narayan Singh
to the gadi of Sambalpur and his weak and
corrupt administration added fuel to the agitation
this time by Surendra Sai, along with his six
brothers namely- Udanta, Dhruba, Ujjala,
Chhabila, Jajjala and Medini under the able
guidance of Balaram Singh, their uncle. In the
revolt Surendra was supported by thousands and
thousands of tribal along with their zamindars.
The tribal zamindars of Ghens, Kolabira,
Pahadsirgida, Machida, Kodabhaga, Laida,
Loisinga, Lakhanpur, Bheden, Patkulunda, etc
gave up their comforts and to jungle life. Some of
them lost their estate, some were arrested and
hanged and so many were imprisoned. The tribal
people of Sambalpur and Baragarh tracts were
noted for their sacrifice and heroism. Surendra
could challenge the mighty British power basing
solely on their prowess and support11.

In 1849 Lord Delhousie introduced the
Doctrine of Lapse, which stated – the king, who
dies without a son, his state will be confiscated
and will pass in to the direct control of British
government12.  On 10th September 1849 Raja
Narayan Singh died without a son. Accordingly
the state had lapsed to the British government and

there was perfect consolidation of administration
and enforcement of law and order whether people
liked it or not. The years of consolidation of British
administration had created a suitable field for a
wide and sustained rebellion in which most of the
dissatisfied people participated under the
leadership of Surendra Sai13.  After taking the rein
of administration of Sambalpur, the British
government showed no sympathy to the tribal
people along with their zamindars and gountias
and brought them under their rigorous control.
The revenue paid by them was highly raised, the
free hold grants were resumed and the rent free
villages were assessed at half rates. It is revealed
from a record that the amount paid by the states
as annual tribute previous to 1849 was 8,000
rupees whereas it raised to 74,000 rupees in
185414. The tribal people had then no leader to
voice their grievances or to launch any movement
against British exploitation as Surendra Sai was
in jail.

It is needless to say that this hard and
fast order affected Ghens zamindari. When the
Britishers compelled Madho Singh to pay the
revenue at enhanced sum, he protested. He
stopped collecting the revenue from his subjects.
The Britishers warned him to pay 356 rupees.
Madho Singh did not care to the British order.
The Britishers summoned him to Sambalpur. He
neither responded nor intended to pay the
revenue. The Britishers warned him to confiscate
his estate. It however did not have any impact
upon him. The disobedience of Madho Singh to
British order led to a cold war which resulted into
a frequent fight between them.

On the other hand on 31st July 1857 the
revolutionaries broke up the jail of Hazaribagh.
Surendra Sai then in conviction in Hazaribagh jail
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for killing the family members of Rampur
zamindar and burning his house was released by
the mutinous soldiers (sepoys). He, with his
brother Udanta Sai decided to go back to their
native district to reorganize tribal people for whom
they fought seventeen years ago. The two
brothers proceeded through the dense and
unfrequented forest of Chhotnagpur, Singbhum,
Gangpur, and reached at Sambalpur. The
Commissioner of Chhotnagpur intimated about
the flee of Surendra Sai to R.T.Leigh, the then
Principal Assistant Commissioner of Sambalpur.
He got alarmed and became impatient at the news
of the approach of Surendra. He dispatched
parwanas to all gadjat rajas and zamindars
directing them to be alert and to apprehend the
rebels and sent some of their armed retainers for
the assistance of troops stationed at Sambalpur15.
He also approached G.F. Cockburn, the
Commissioner of Cuttack for assistance.
Accordingly the two companies of 40th Madras
Native Infantry left Cuttack for Sambalpur on 26th

August 1857 under Hawkins accompanied by Lt.
Hart and Napier16.

After the arrival of Surendra Sai in
Sambalpur he was accorded rousing reception.
He was joined by all nearby zamindars. Karna
Gartia, the Gond Zamindar of Kolabira was the
most powerful of these chiefs. His support to
Surendra inspired others to join with him17. Thus
the revolution again broke out in and around
Sambalpur. The common people along with the
tribal became delighted and encouraged. Arkhita
of Karandola, Markhanda Beriha of Bamra,
Pitambara Singh of Patkulunda, Dair Sardar of
Khursal, Manohar Singh of Bhuseikela, Chandan
Gadtia of Luisinga, Janardan Singh of
Pahadsirgida, Anata Singh of Mundomahul, Anjari
Singh of Kodbhaga, Dhana Singh of Machida,

Kamal Singh, Nilambara Singh and Khageswar
Singh of Lakhanpur, Balabhadra of Chandrapur
(Padampur), Rama Chandra Gountia of Patrapali.
Lokanath, the gountia of Bargan, Gobinda Singh
of Sonakhan, Jaya Singh of Laida, Ganesh
Upadhyaya of Singhbaga started vigorous protest
in support of Surendra Sai. They were indirectly
supported and inspired by Umarao Sai, the
Zamindar of Bindra-Nuagarh and Krushna
Chandra Singh Deo, the king of Khariar18.
Madho Singh also sent his sons - Hati Singh,
Kunjel Singh and Bairi Singh along with a group
of soldiers in support of Surendra.

The bell of revolution at last rang in 1857
in Sambalpur when on 17th October the loyals of
Surendra Sai assembled at Barampura temple.
There they vowed to drive away the Britishers
from our country. They also promised to enthrone
Surendra Sai on the gadi. Surendra Sai having
collected a large force marched straight to Juhna
Killa (old fort), which was however in ruin. He
made representation to Captain Leigh that the
sentences on him and his brother should be
remitted at once and that he should be recognized
as the Raja of Sambalpur19.

The rebellion of 1857 in Sambalpur was
mainly a tribal rebellion. Almost all the tribal
zamindars and gountias joined it exposing the
cause of Surendra Sai and they played a significant
role in it. They gave up comforts and resorted to
fugitive life. Their zamindaris were confiscated.
Some of them were killed in the battle, some were
arrested and hanged and many were imprisoned.
Surendra Sai could challenge the mighty British
relying solely on the strength and support of these
tribal leaders20.

The rebels preferred guerrilla warfare
instead of face to face fighting , because they were
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mainly dependent on traditional weapons like
shield, sword, axe, bow and arrow etc. while the
British forces were well equipped with modern
arms and ammunitions21. The revolutionaries
planned to attack the British forces in various hill
passes. Madho Singh along with his four sons -
Hati Singh, Kunjel Singh, Bairi Singh and Airi
Singh remained in charge of Singoda Pass that
lies on the road linking Sambalpur to Nagpur at a
distance of 93 k.m. from Sambalpur. At that time
it was clothed with thick woods and abounded
by many wild animals. Captain E.G.Wood, who
left Nagpur on 8.12.1857 reached here on
26.12.1857, after a tedious journey of 440 k .m.
in 19 days. On the very day a severe fight was
held between the army of Wood and that of
Madho Singh. Large numbers of British forces
were killed by Madho’s army. Being severely
wounded and defeated Captain Wood escaped
and saved his life. He reached at Sambalpur after
3 days on 29.12.1857. This sorrowful defeat
created havoc in British army at Sambalpur22.

After his tragic defeat Captain Wood
became more violent. He however changed his
war policy. Instead of proceeding to Singoda Pass
he preferred to attack the nearby camps of the
revolutionaries. He along with Captain R.T. Leigh
being accompanied by 275 trained soldiers, out
of whom 75 consisted of cavalry and 200 of
infantry left Sambalpur in search of Udanta Sai
and arrested him. In the early morning of 30
December 1857 they reached at Kudapali, a place
near Bheden. When the British forces reached at
the foothill of Kudapali the rebels, who were on
the hill top attacked them. The British forces also
attempted to attack. They fought with modern
weapons, but failed as the rebels were at better
position than the British forces hiding themselves
behind the trees and bushes. They became unable

to make any loss of them as their bullets could
not pierce the enemies23. Captain E.D.Wood and
Captain R.T.Leigh could not dare to climb the
hill. The rebels were taken by surprise. Instead
of attacking them Captain Wood pretended to
retreat thereby inducing the enemy to come out
of the hill. Accordingly the rebels came out and
they were charged by the cavalry waiting for them.
They were put to flight. In that encounter 53
rebels were killed, 11 rebels were taken as
prisoners and many rebels were wounded24.
Captain Wood was wounded in the shoulder by
an arrow25. Surendra Sai, who was reported to
be in the encampment escaped26. The great loss
that the rebels suffered was the death of Chhabila
Sai,27 fifth brother of Surendra Sai. This was the
first big victory of the British against the rebels28.

The Kudopali battle enhanced the British
confidence29. Surendra Sai became disappointed
to learn the tragic death of the rebels. Madho
Singh felt much sorrow and repented with the
incident. He felt himself responsible for this
encounter. Had he become able to kill Captain
Wood at Singoda Pass this massacre might have
not occurred?

In spite of the heavy loss that the rebels
suffered at Kudopali and from the most extensive
operation of the British, Madho Singh along with
his associates did not lose their hope. After it he
encamped at Singoda Pass and became more
vigilant. In the first week of January 1858 Captain
Shakespeare attacked the Singoda Pass with his
cavalry regiment. When the British army entered
there the rebels led by Madho Singh attacked
with traditional weapons. They rolled down big
pebbles from the hill top. Shakespeare could not
proceed onwards due to the resistance of the
rebels and was compelled to retreat. Large



44 OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha ReviewISSN 0970-8669

numbers of British forces were slain. Shakespeare
could save himself by fleeing from the battle field.
Thus he failed in his first attempt30.

Shakespeare felt humiliated because of
his defeat. It proved his weakness and failure. So
he again attacked the Singoda Pass. At that time
Hati Singh, the eldest son of Ghens zamindar
Madho Singh was in charge of the garrison there.
In the pitched battle, eleven insurgents were killed
and Hati Singh was injured. He was rescued by
one of his associates named Kharsal Bhoi31. On
the other hand the rebels also countered severely.
They rolled down big pebbles upon the British
soldiers. They could save themselves from the
British forces by hiding themselves behind the
rocks on the hill top. So in   spite of the above
mentioned reverses it could not be possible for
Shakespeare hold the Pass. Rebels like Kunjel
Singh , Kamal Singh, Gobinda Singh and Salegram
Bariha with much difficulty became successful to
retain it32.

When Hati Singh got injury a rumour
spread among the people about his death. Then
Madho Singh became disappointed. The
Britishers thought that Madho Singh would remain
aloof to learn the death of his son. When they
came to know the rescue of Singoda Pass by the
brothers of Hati Singh, they lost their patience.
On the other hand Madho Singh with much
courage and enthusiasm continued his activities.

To arrest Madho Singh Captain
Woodbridge and Captain Wood were sent to
Pahadsirgida. They gheraoed the Pahadsirgida
Pass. Those two British officers marched with a
battalion of the 40th Regiment MNI on 12
February.  At that time the insurgents had built
their strongholds at Pahadsirgida, Ammojuri and
Paklikhole.  Annojuli and Paklikhole were two

gorges situated at a distance of about 10 miles
from Pahadsirgida.The insurgents had occupied
a strong position in a narrow defile between these
two places. They had also created stone
barricades of about 7 feet high and 13 feet long.
In an encounter at Paklikhole the British forces
were defeated and retreated as far as Attabira.
Captain Woodbridge instead of outflanking and
taking the reverse march went straight up to it
along a narrow road and thus fell in to an
ambuscade. There he was captured and killed
on 12 February 1858 along with two sepoys33.
Four sepoys were wounded while trying to bring
off the body of Captain Woodbridge.34 It was a
significant victory for the insurgents who probably
avenged the death of Chhabila Sai at Kudapali
some months back.35 On 14 February Captain
Ensign Warlo attacked the basement at
Pahadsirgida with more troops on the three sides.
The rebels fled away. He was able to discover
the dead body of Captain Woodbridge which was
found naked and chopped up.36 A. Sahu37 says –
Warlo saw a horrible scene there. The heads of
the British soldiers being cut off and separated
from the body were kept hanging in the tree
branches. The head less bodies of the Britishers
along with Captain Woodbridge were tied on the
trunks of the trees in standing postures. Warlo
could recognize the body of Woodbridge and
brought it to Sambalpur carrying on a horse back.
It was no doubt a ghastly murder. But the incident
revealed the popular resentment and disgust
against the British authorities, opines
P.K.Mishra.38 With the brutal death of
Woodbridge the anger of the Britishers became
no bound. They centralized their prowess upon
Madho Singh. Major Foster became the
Commissioner of Sambalpur with all civil and
military power in March 1858.39 His tenure
ushered the growth of suppression, harassment
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and terror. He took military action against
gountias, who had  maintained liaison with  the
rebels  and helped them.40 He with huge forces
attacked Ghens to capture Madho Singh. When
he reached there, he found nobody. Deep silence
reigned in the village. The total village was empty.
All had fled to Talkhal, Janhalsi, Dhanuhad,
Luhurmund, Ganjaighuta, Patgudi etc. and kept
themselves hidden there. Even the inhabitants of
Chuhanpali, Petupali, Kuchipali, Badmal etc fled
to the jungle. The village was burnt in to ashes. 41

In the meantime Madho Singh had already grown
old and had become strengthless. His health
declined due to constant and restless struggle
against the British. Due to severe cold he was on
the way to Matiabhata village when he was
captured by the British forces.42  He was hanged
to death without trial at Sambalpur in the last part
of December 1858.43. After his death the rebels
became disappointed. Surendra Sai became
deeply shocked to learn it. However after him his
son Hati Singh, Kunjel Singh, Airi Singh and Bairi
Singh continued to assist Surendra Sai.

About the contribution of Saheed Madho
Singh, N.K.Kulkarni, Former Deputy Director,
National Archives writes – there is no example in
Indian history of a father along with his three sons
becoming martyrs.

The rebellion of Saheed Madho Singh is
a landmark not only in the history of Odisha but
also in India. Due to his courage, valour and
patriotism and his challenge to British imperialism,
he is accorded a high and honourable place in the
history of freedom movement. The people of India
cherish his memory with love and pride.
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The story of Birsa Munda is both historic,
sensational and iconoclastic. The details of his

place of birth, date and time are still not free from
debate. However, historians put his date of birth as
15th November, 1875 and his birth place is referred
to us Ulihatu under Adki Police
Station in Khunti Sub-division
of Ranchi district. It is said, he
was born as a poor Munda
Adivasi. His father’s name was
Sugna Munda and his mother’s
name was Karmi Hatu. His birth
witnessed heavy downpour with
storm and hurricane. It was the
time of a great natural calamity
particularly ‘the village Ulihatu.
It is still believed that Birsa
soon after his birth articulated
“Sing Bonga” which in Munda
parlance, meant the ‘Creator’
or the Sun God.

Though the villages, Ulihatu, Chalkad,
Bomba and Kundi are often associated with the birth
place of Birsa, it is found that the successors of Birsa
are still residing in the small hamlet Ulihatu. Believing
Ulihatu as the real birth place of Birsa, the
Government of Bihar is taking up developmental
measures in that village.

Birsa Munda :
A Legendary Personality

Meghanad Tudu

Morning shows the day, Birsa displayed certain
noble traits during his childhood which motivated
his father to admit him in Jayapalnag Ashram for
initial learning. Birsa was a different pupil. He showed
more interest in acquiring acquaintance with strange

and new things, beyond the
pedagogical curriculum.
Probably for this he was often
looked upon as one
possessed with divine and
occult powers. At 16 he was
admitted to BEL Middle
School, Chainbasa. He was
an independent minded youth.
However, he spent four years
at Chainbasa.

A strange incident which
occured in his life lent
certain relevance to his
upbringing. Once a
classmate of  his was yoked
like an ox in the school. At

this spectacle Birsa’s anger was irresistible. He
immediately pounced upon the yoke and the
plough and threw them into a nearby pond. The
news spread quickly.The British Headmaster
of that School got terribly enraged. He thrashed
Birsa and immediately expelled him from the
school. This event brought an end to Birsa’s
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further education. It was an event of great purport
which signalled the revolt of a tribal youth against
imperial administration.

Being expelled from the school, Birsa
offered to work under Jamindar Thakur Jagmohan
Singh of Bangaon for temporary sustenance. He
worked there for four years from 1890-1894.
During  that period, he got married to Hiri, but, as
ill luck would have it, the marriage was thrown
into the winds as his young wife met premature
death.

In 1894 Bihar was under the throes of
acute famine. People particularly in Chhotnagpur
area suffered miserably. The adivasis somehow
managed to sustain their lives by collecting edible
roots and leaves from the forest. When the people
were terribly hard-hit by famine, the British
Government mercilessly went on collecting taxes
from the people. It so happened that the agents
of  the British Government forcibly took away
ornaments worn by women towards their taxes.
Poor women shorn of ornaments fell a victim to the
British sepoys. This merciless oppression on  the
people became an immediate cause to inflame the
heart of Birsa. He had no political ambition, but as
a son of the soil and being sufficiently educated
in the lap of nature, Birsa raised a clarion call. He
collected his fellow Munda youths and braved the
British authority. Munda rebels assassinated the Head
Constable Yushuf Khan and the sepoy Golab Singh.
This incident drove away other sepoys. H.C.
Streetfield was the Deputy Commissioner at Ranchi.
He issued warrants to arrest Birsa. Birsa was
remanded to police custody on 26th August, 1894.
Birsa was taken to Ranchi Jail where he was kept
as a captive for two years. In the year 1897 during
the celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of Queen
Victoria all prisoners were released from the jails
and as such, Birsa was released and became a free
man. The heart of a rebel admits no fetters. Birsa

resumed his revolutionary activities and gathered
agreeable youths. He was gradually emerging as a
leader of the people. As many as 4000 to 5000
people involuntarily joined hands with Birsa. Hardly
within three days of release from the Jail, Birsa on
his  expedition reached the Khunti Police Station on
8th August, 1897 and commanded the officer in
charge Ram Vikash Singh to leave Chhotnagpur
immediately. On  11th August 1897 Birsa gheraoed
the Khunti Police Station with a contingent of 400
followers. It was a heavy armed encounter. The
rebels killed 11 sepoys as known from the report of
the Deputy Commissioner, H.C. Streetfield. The
report of eye witness of a Christian missionary
Hampman, however, puts the figure of death at more
than 200.

The story of the bloody battle reached the
British authorities which warranted immediate import
of sizeable number of soldiers from England to
Ranchi. H.C. Streetfield was transferred and in his
place A.Forbes was posted as Deputy
Commissioner, Ranchi. A special enactment was
made to quash the Munda rebellion. By this time,
Birsa had established almost his own empire over
an area of 1000 sqr. kms. ranging from Jaspur to
Raypur excluding Bangaon, Torpa and Murhu. Birsa
gave out a battle cry : “We shall establish our own
independent State by bringing the downfall of
the Queen’s regime”.

On 24th December, 1899 the rebels
invaded Ranchi. In the following encounter 12
sepoys and one Daroga were killed. History has
shown that when the British Government failed to
succeed in direct encounter, it stooped to heinous
strategy. A sum of Rs.500/- was announced as the
price tag on Birsa’s head.

When the last strategy did not yield any
fruit, the British authorities raided the Bomba
village with a contingent of 100 sepoys and
massacred the innocent folk irrespective of the
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child and the old. They did not hesitate to
outrage the modesty of the women folk. It is
still on record that a pregnant woman Holi by
name of that village jumped into the river in
order to escape the onslaught of the Sepoys.
Birsa, however, like a saviour saved that
woman. The woman was providentially
rescued. She narrated the tale of torture by the
British soldiers which greatly moved Birsa.
Birsa accepted her as his wife who gave birth
to a male child after a few days. It was a fateful
day on 3rd February, 1900, while he was
endearing his new-born child, the spies
informed the police of his  presence. The British
immediately acted at the cue and succeeded in
arresting Birsa. When Birsa was arrested and
remanded to Ranchi Jail, as many as 1000
followers took pains of accompanying Birsa to
Ranchi. Just before entering the prison gate,
Birsa exhorted the assemblage (his followers),
“Friends, go back to your villages and pledge
to fight against the British. Keep up the Flame
of Revolution.”

Birsa was transferred from Ranchi Jail
to Hazaribag Jail where his hands and legs
were fettered. It is said, Birsa was slowly
poisoned in his daily food which weakened his
iron physique. On 5th June, 1900 he suffered
from dysentery. As his health was rapidly failing
he was brought back from Hazaribag Jail to
Ranchi Jail and on the next day, on 6th June,
1900 at 9 A.M. at the age of 25 Birsa breathed
his last, as a national martyr.

Lest the dead body would rise again
and lead the revolutionaries, the British Government
surreptiously cremated his dead body on the bank
of the river Suvarnarekha near Kokar town. The
great patriot was executed in a haste, even without
the knowledge of his dear ones and the public. After
a considerable lapse of time, Birsa’s family

members could know about it. After the death of
Birsa Munda his associates Narasingha Munda
and the younger brother of Gaya Munda kept up
the agitation against the British for some months.
Narasingha Munda died as a martyr in 1907.
Gaya Munda’s wife who was earlier an activist
and helped the agitation also died of snakebite.
There was a crisis of leadership. Within the short
spell the agitation waged by Munda Tribals
gradually lost its intensity. The agitation
spearheaded by a young man which would have
assumed a massive proportion with the help of
the adivasi rebels against the imperial authority
on the outskirt of Odisha State still remains a
landmark in the history of our freedom struggle.
Had he lived longer, the scenario would have been
different. However it was a major threat to the
British administration. As a counter measure, the
British divided the area which was under the
control of Birsa and kept the fragments under
different administrative units so that the adivasis
would not be able to put up united resistance
against the British. The memory of the
unvanquished hero of the Freedom Struggle in
the 19th century is still a living beacon to million
youths living in the hinterlands of India. Folk
patriotic Mundari (language of the Munda)
songs have appeared in English translation by
K. Suresh Singh in his work, titled, The Dust
storm and the Hanging Mist which speaks
volumes of Birsa Bhagoan, the leader of the
Mundas. In one of the songs, Birsa is said to
have prophesied :

“I will turn up one day
I will let the bonfire of the Holi festival

in Bundu, Tamar, Singhbhum
Keonjhar, Gangpur and Basia.”

Meghanad Tutu, Former Addl. Director-cum-Joint

Secy., I & P.R. Department.
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Raja Somnath Singh of Angul was one among
a few illustrious personalities who have

remained immortal in the saga of Odishan history
for their rebellious resistance against the British
authorities. Barring only one Raja, namely
Mukund Dev II of Khurda, Somnath Singh was
probably the only Raja of all the princely States,
who defied the British power in Odisha. And for
this action of his, he had to lose his State and
remain virtually a prisoner till his death. His State
Angul was annexed to the British Empire.

Somnath Singh was the son of Gopinath
Singh, who was the youngest son of Raja Uchhab
Mansingh. It was after the death of the Raja in
1803 A.D. that a succession dispute of a very
serious nature was surfaced in Angul. And it
reached such a pitch that in 1811 the matter was
referred to the British Govern-ment. In turn the
Government appointed a Commission to
investigate the matter with John Richardson, the
Settlement Commi-ssioner and W. C. Ward, the
Judge and Magistrate of Cuttack as its members.
The Commission gave a report on the basis of
which the British Government declared Somnath
Singh as the rightful owner of the State.
Accordingly he ascended the Gadi on October,
3, 1814. Since he was a minor, the Government
appointed a guardian to manage the affairs of the
State until the Raja came of age.

Meanwhile Somnath Singh after attaining
manhood became the de facto Raja. He managed
his State peacefully as a loyalist of the British till
1831 A. D. Thereafter he grew ambitious. He
became keen to maintain his dignity as a ruler,
worth the position. That was largely because of
his very nature. Proud, headstrong and intelligent
a ruler that he was, Somnath Singh did not like
any interference of the British Government in his
normal duties. He did not encourage the
imposition of anybody’s authority either. Hence
collision with the British authorities became
inevitable.

It was after 1831 that a few incidents
took place which led the British Government to
use the force against Somnath Singh. Finally he
was deposed.

In 1831 a party of  ryots from Angul
plundered some villages of the State of Daspalla.
Hence the British Commissioner and the
Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals directed
the Angul Raja Somnath Singh to pay the values
of the properties as compensation to the tune of
Rupees 1,450. But he did not pay the amount. In
doing so, the Raja was not very much wrong as
he did not know the extent of the damages caused
by the people of Angul. However he incurred the
wrath of the British authorities.

Raja Somnath Singh of Angul,
a Veritable Rebel of the British Rule

Dr. Jagannath Patnaik
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Similarly in 1836-37 the British
authorities became hostile to him on another
occasion. It was by then that the British
Government was launching an operation against
the Meria sacrifices of the Khonds of Ghumsur
and Dora Bissoi and his nephew Chakra Bisoi
led the Khonds to defy the British authorities.
Meanwhile the Raja Somnath Singh was
suspected to have instigated the Khonds to defy
the British authorities and given shelter to their
leaders. So Somnath Singh was asked by the
British to handover the Khond leaders. But he
did not respond.

Further in 1837 six persons were
murdered in cold blood and here too the Raja
was suspected to be the instigator. This was
reported to British Commissioner Henry Ricketts
who called upon the Raja to deliver up the culprits.
But he refused to comply on the ground that he
and the culprits have been falsely implicated. Then
the Commissioner threatened to employ force.
The Raja then complied. Here too the British
Government was not just in giving such a threat
to the Raja on so minor an issue. Moreover there
was no proof to censure the Raja as the instigator.
It appears that all this was done by the British
authorities deliberately to check the defiant
attitude and rebellious spirit of the Raja.

Meanwhile the Raja remained quiet till
1846. But during this period he strengthened his
position to give a fight to the British if occasion
would so necessitate in future. He abandoned his
earlier capital Purunagarh and constructed his new
capital in the most inaccessible part of his State.
However it was after 1846 that the Raja’s hostility
towards the British authorities precipitated with
greater intensity.

In 1846 one such occasion surfaced over
the dispute about a village of Hindus State,

Kurumito. Raja Somnath Singh took the forcible
occupation of this village. Here also the Raja made
no wrong. That was because when the Raja of
Hindol Ishwar Singh Mardraj Jagadev was once
in distress, he had executed a deed to Somnath
Singh to sell the village in question to him for a
financial help to the tune of Rupees 1,000. He
also paid the amount to Hindol Raja. This amount
he needed for a dispute over his accession to
Gadi. Meanwhile Ishwar Singh ascended the Gadi
but he did not honour the deed. So the village
was taken forcibly by the Raja of Angul. But to
his utter surprise, the Hindol Raja submitted a
petition to the British Commissioner, A.J.M. Mills
stating that Somnath Singh compelled him to sign
the deed. And he had received only Rupees 155
and not Rupees 1,000. However the
Commissioner sent a Jamadar to Angul to
ascertain the facts which he corroborated in his
report. Then the Raja Somnath Singh was fined
Rupees 3,000 and accordingly a parawana
containing the Government order was issued
through a Jamadar and a Chaprasi. But both of
them were detained by the Raja and finally he
declined to receive the Parwana. On the other
hand he charged the Sheristadar of the
Commi-ssioner’s office of taking bribes from him
and accused the Commissioner himself of taking
bribes from the Raja of Hindol. He further
declared that he was determined to oppose the
British Government by force. Even he replied
boldly that he was prepared to sacrifice his life
and his State for the sake of the village, stating
that he had just and indisputable right over its. Of
course the British Government took no action
then. The Raja was allowed to retain the village.
If the British Government was soft then, probably
because the Khonds were resisting the British
authority with greater vigour under Chakra Bissoi,
Nabaghana Kunroo and Bir Kunroo. The British
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anticipated that Somnath Singh might help them
as he had done earlier. And true to their
anticipation, all those rebel leaders of the Khonds
were reported to have taken shelter in Angul State.
Although the British Government was inclined to
take action against the Raja, it did not proceed
thinking that the time was not ripe.

Meanwhile two incidents took place
which deepened the hatred of the British
Government against Somnath Singh. In 1847
Nabaghana Kunroo made an attack on the British
Officer in charge of Meria operation. He was
Macpherson. In the same year two Khond villages
of Daspalla State, namely Kutari and Marda were
plundered and burnt down by an unidentified
party. In both the cases Somnath Singh was
suspected to have aided them. So he was issued
a parwana by the British Government to report
to the Commissioner at Cuttack to clear himself
of the charges against him. But while flatly denying
the charges, the Raja pleaded his inability to attend
to the Superintendent on account of his illness.
But the British Government considered his illness
as a pretext for avoiding attendance at Cuttack.
The Raja was really ill and the British
Commissioner, A.J.M. Mills himself reported,
“The Raja was unable to move out on account of
the effects of rheumatism”. But the supreme
Government, the Governor General in council was
not prepared to exonerate the Raja. In a
proclamation of December 11, 1847 the Raja of
Angul was deposed. The matter of course did
not end there. Then the same Government ordered
to bring the State of Angul under British
occupation at any cost.

However in taking such an action British
Government did no justice. In fact, the Raja was
ill and his ailment was so serious that A.J.M. Mills

reported him as a complete cripple. The Chaprasi
who went with Parwana saw himself the Raja
being confined to bed.

However, it was on 15th January, 1848
that the occupation of Angul commenced with
colonel Campbell as the Commander. He took
with him a large army. Meanwhile Raja’s son
Loknath Singh Gambhera Samanta at this crucial
hour deserted his father and met the
Commissioner at Cuttack professing his loyalty.
He also disclosed certain secrets regarding Angul
affairs. He expected that in doing so he would be
made the Raja of Angel after occupation. But the
writ of his fate was different. His expectation was
belied.

However during occupation of Angul
there was no regular fighting. Entire occupation
was over in 24 days. When the British Force
reached the new capital of Somnath Singh, they
found it deserted. The Raja had left the residence
on their approach. They learnt that the Raja had
proceeded in a Palanquin with some of his women
and Commander-in-Chief, Krupasindhu Garnaik.
However through the assistance of the Raja of
Bamra and Diwan of the Raja of Sambalpur,
Somnath Singh was caught while he was being
literally carried away in the arms of his women.
That was because he was cripple.

Then the Superintendent of the Tributary
Mahals took over the management of Angul State.
The State was then confiscated to the British
Government and annexed with the British Empire.
The ex-Raja’s son Loknath Gambhera Samanta
who was the legitimate successor was not made
the Raja. Meanwhile Somnath Singh was sent to
Cuttack to remain as a prisoner on parole. A large
bungalow belonging to Akinson in the vicinity of
Cuttack Jail was hired in which were housed the
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Raja, his five Ranis, 4 illegitimate sons, 10 female
servants and 7 male servants. Thereafter he was
sent off to Hazaribagh. A small bungalow was
brought for the Raja where he remained till his
death. His son Loknath Singh Gembhera Samanta
was ordered to reside in Cuttack with family with
an allowance of Rupees 450 per month. Later on
he was selected to work as guardian of the minor
Raja of Nayagarh.

Thus it is to be observed that the British
Government had no ample justification for

annexation of Angul. Of course, Somnath Singh
defied and resisted the British Government. But
he did so when he was unnecessarily harassed. It
appears that the British Government wanted to
use this annexation of Angul as an example to
frighten other Rajas guilty of insubordination. So
they followed the policy of giving a dog a bad
name and then hanging it. Be that as it may, Raja
Somnath Singh looms large in the heritage of
Odishan history as a veritable rebel who resisted
the British authority boldly regardless of the future
consequences.
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In the beginning of the nineteenth century two
important events occurred in Odisha. One was

British occupation in 1803 and war waged against
Britishers for independence of Khurda in 1804
(only after four months and 27
days of British occupation) under
the leadership of Jayakrushna
Mohapatra popularly known as
Jayee Rajguru. The revolution
was not confined in the state
alone; it spread to different parts
of the country. Jayee Rajguru
liasoned with Marathas at
Nagapur, Sikhs in Punjab, Sadhu
and seers in different holy places
and tried to unite the feudal states
inside the state against the British
forces. This movement was not
at all sporadic in nature but it was
well planned and adequately
thought with deep foresight. The
purpose of the revolution was not
only to oppose the British rule but to free India
from British clutches.

Lord Wellesley was the Governor
General of India from 1798-1805. The East India
Company was then facing a great crisis for its
existence in the country. There was a threat of
attack on it from every corner of the country. The

Jayee Rajguru – The pioneer of the War of
Independence – 1804

Dr. Jatadhari Mishra

Nizam of Hyderbad had become its enemy. Tipu
Sultan was nourishing a grudge and was planning
to liquidate the political influence of East India
Company in India. The Sikhs in Punjab had

become an organized force.
There was imminent danger from
Napoleon Bonaparte who had
already reached Egypt and was
threatening to advance into
India. At the same time in Odisha,
the Paiks were organized by
Jaykrushna Rajguru Mohapatra,
Jayee Rajguru the royal priest,
Commander-in-Chief and the
Administrative representive of
Khurda Gajapati Mukunda Dev
II and an attempt was made to
resist the implementation of
British rule in Odisha and in
India.

In the last part of the
eighteenth century, Khurda was

running with great crises both financial and
administrative and it was felt necessary that Jayee
Rajguru was only the substitute to manage the
situation, therefore by a unanimous decision Jayee
Rajguru was appointed as Rajguru of Khurda
Kingdom in 1780. At the same time he discharged
the responsibility of administration as
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Commander- in-Chief of Khurda militia and Chief
Minister of the State.

There were four Rajgurus appointed by
the Gajapati of Khurda to manage the state affairs
previously. They were, Rajguru for state
administration and military chief, Rajguru for
revenue, Rajguru for Shree Jaganath Temple
Management, and Rajguru as preceptor of king.
At the time of Gajapati Birakishore Deva (1736-
1793), Narasingh Rajguru, S/o- Paramalaxmi
Rajguru was the Rajguru administration
(Commander-in-Chief), Chandra Sekhar
Mohapatra was the Rajguru of Shree Jagannath
Temple. Ragunath Mohapatra was the Patjoshi
of Chhatisa Nijog, Kasinath Mohapatra was
appointed by the Gajapati to execute all rituals
since he was expert in Karmakanda and as well
as the preceptor of the king.

Main Cause of Financial Crises

Towards the last part of the reign of
Gajapati Birakishore Deva the financial position
of Khurda was very precarious. The reasons
were:

(a) Continuous attacks on Khurda Kingdom
by invaders from 1568-1730.

(b) In 1730 A.D, Hyderabad Nizam forcibly
occupied Durbalpur, Ghumsar, Athagarh,
Khalikote, Sergarh, Mahuri, Chilika, Palur, Tikili,
and Raghunathpur and merged these areas in his
territory which were the major areas of Khurda.
By this a great loss of revenue was made.

(c) The attack by Gajapati Narayan Deva,
the Maharaja of Paralakhemundi intending to
inherit Khurda Kingdom as the successor of
Ganga dynasty in 1760 A.D. caused serious
damage to state economy. Gajapati of Khurda
could not confront the attack. Therefore, he made

an alliance with Shibabhata Sathe, the Maratha
Subadar who helped the Khurda King, providing
all kinds of military help. Consequently Narayan
Deva was vanquished. For this assistance Maratha
Subadar demanded one lakh cash towards the
war expenditure. As the King was unable to
compensate and he had no other way left except
to let out four prosperous Praganas to the
Marathas (Rahanga, Sirai, limbai & Chabiskud).
Out of these Praganas the income generated was
utilized for the Seva Puja of Lord Shree Jagannath
including the great Car festival. In the absence of
the collection of rent from these four Praganas,
the day to day rituals and other functions of the
temple were hampered. It became a great loss to
Khurda Kingdom in particular and the people of
Odisha in general.

(d) Due to the internal disturbances, Gajapati
Birkishore Deva was dethroned and Patia king
Padmanava Deva ruled Khurda from 03.05.1736
to 03.04.1739. To get back Khurda Kingdom,
Bira Kishore Deva paid 18 Lakhs of rupees to
Murshid Kulikhan which was also a great loss to
the state.

Due to the above reasons the financial
position of Khurda was precarious. The king was
unable to manage the state properly.

Simultaneously the state administration
and Paik regiments were completely weak and
other regiments became dormant, were unable
to meet any eventuality.

In the meanwhile there was a fight with
Janunji Bhonsala at Badambagarh in 1779.
Narasingh Rajguru, the Commander-in-Chief was
succumbed to injuries and died. The Paik
regiment in two consecutive wars 1760 & 1779
had almost destabilized in moral, physical and
financial strength. The king became imbalanced.



56 OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha ReviewISSN 0970-8669

Gajapati became mad and killed his four sons.
As per report of the Collector Cuttack, letter No
1809 dt. 11.10.1809 that Bira kishore Deva killed
his two sons where as Chakradhar Mohapatra in
his book “Utakal re aka Agyanta Adhyaya”
mentioned that Gajapati was mad & he killed his
four sons. He was captivated by Maratha ruler
Rajarama Pandit and lodged inside prison where
he met his tragic end.

When the state was running with both
financial and administrative crisis Jayee Rajguru
was unanimously selected and offered to take
charge of Khurda Kingdom. He had the ability to
lead with courage, conviction and determination
to revive the Odia identity and to develop the spirit
of nationalism among the Paiks and in general
people. Jayee Rajguru strove to exercise his
administration over the Khurda Kingdom. Just as
the representative of the lord Shree Jagannath,
the Lord of the people and all of his action and
activities dedicated for the welfare of the country
and people as a whole.

Jayee Rajguru analyzed the causes of the
failure of the last two wars occurred in 1760 and
1779. He consulted with experienced Dalai,
Dalbeheras and military chiefs, zamidars, local
people and visited the Paik villages and made
door to door campaign to strengthen the moral
power of the peasant militia. While visiting the
site, he came across with four heart-touching
incidents caused in the previous wars.

1) The Paiks were known as peasant militia
because most of the Paiks cultivated their own
lands and at time of war they joined in Paik
regiment to fight for their motherland. But at that
time whatever they yielded from their field were
plundered by the Maratha Bargies. So many Paik
families were facing starvation and gradually they
lost interest for cultivation.

2) The soldiers, crippled in the war, neither
were provided compensation nor the king showed
any interest for their treatment. The man injured
in the war became the liability to his family, so no
one took any interest to join in Paik regiment.

3) Jayee Rajguru came across with an old
man who expressed his grief that he lost his only
son in the last battle and only the old parents left
in the house. Both of them were counting the days
of their death. Their survival was difficult for them
without an assistant. There was none to take care
of them in future. Similarly he found a young newly
married lady whose husband had died in the
battle. She was crying helplessly because she was
leading a miserable life. She became the burden
to the family of her father-in-law.

4) It became a practice that bargies came
frequently to villages to plunder the wealth and to
torture the ladies but no protection was given by
the king and also no action was taken to prevent
them. People left their houses before arrival of
bargies and took shelter in dense forest mostly in
the day time. The system of administration was
different in Khurda than the other states. There
was a direct involvement of Paiks (local people)
with the state administration. On one side they
were the cultivators and supplying food and on
the other side they were the local militia to protect
the mother-land. So, the Paiks were treated as
the real backbone of the state. Once they had
been demoralized means there may be setback
both in agriculture and state administration. Jayee
Rajguru decided to encourage Paiks and thus
provided them the moral support. He felt that it
was his prime duty to help them for their socio-
economic development. He made all efforts to
organize them.
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Various reforms made by Jayee Rajguru in
state administration:

1) He took radical measures for medical
treatment of the injured soldiers who had
participated in last warfare.

2) He organized sustained campaign in the
Paik villages to prevent the attack of bargies and
instructed for counter attack on the attacking
bargies and thereby they were ruthlessly subdued.

Strict rules were formulated for recruitment
of Paiks in the militia of the state

(1) At least one young man from each family
was allowed to join the Paik regiment. But the
eldest son of the family and the family having only
one son were denied the previlege to join the
regiment. Newly married young people were not
allowed to go to the battle field. After a period of
5 years of the marriage however a person was
allowed to enrol as a soldier. The minimum age
for enrollment was fixed to 20 years and the
retirement age was limited to 40 years. The
members not joined in state militia were engaged
in agriculture and all persons except ladies and
physically disabled received training in Paik
Akhadas under the guidance of the expert Gurus.
Jayee Rajguru assured all sorts of help from the
king’s side. It was mandatory and applicable to
all families.

(2) New appointments were made on the
basis of efficiency and honesty. The retired military
chiefs with good character were employed in
Garhs as supervisors as per the suggestion of
the army commanders.

(3) The unused lands were distributed to the
needy people for cultivation and also to the
persons interested to join in Sena immediately.

(4) Strong protests were made to Maratha
administration against the activities of bargies to

refrain them from their illegal and unauthorised
activities.

(5) Jayee Rajguru supervised the Paik
Akhadas and other training centres personally
which encouraged the people to extend their co-
operation and gradually the minds of the Paiks
changed and they were well satisfied with Jayee
Rajguru and became more faithful and obedient
to him.

(6) Similarly the Garhs were revived and the
persons having more experience were given
opportunity to remain in charge of different Garhs.

Discipline was maintained throughout and spies
were appointed to send reports confidentially
under the guidance and control of Sambhu Bharati.

“Its impact was greatly felt in the nook
and corner of the Kingdom and there appeared a
popular resurge of nationalism. Digamber Bhuyan,
Bali Sundara and many others extended their
wholehearted co-operation to Jayee Rajguru and
took the lead in organizing the Paik movement.
This commotion did not confine only to boundaries
of Khurda but went beyond and sneaked into
other feudatory states of Odisha.

Jayee Rajguru formed a new troop
among the people resided in the forests known
as “Guerrilla Bahini”. They were obedient and
loyal to their master, disciplined and expert in
group attack. They used arrow and bow along
with the fire weapons from a distant place. They
also used some poison sticks prepared by
themselves and used in arrows. The poison was
prepared out of the horse urine, khadi sijhu (a
type of tree), Camel stool mixed with honey, etc.
When the poison arrow touched the body of the
enemy he fell down then & there and died. They
were ferocious and extended their full co-
operation to Jayee Rajguru.



58 OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha ReviewISSN 0970-8669

After reorganization of army, necessary
improvements were made in Garhs. Adequate
measures were taken for reformation in
administration and economic field. Tahasildars
were appointed for good governance in the day
to day management of the state.

The British administration was in need of
a passage over Khurda territory to connect
Ganjam and Calcutta for smooth movement for
their army and for transport of essential
commodities. After the death of Dibyasingh Deva,
East India Company instigated Shyamsundar Dev,
(brother of Dibyasingh Deva) to be the king of
Khurda. Jayee Rajguru opposed him for which
Shyamsundar Dev retreated.

Jayee Rajguru was well aware about
repeated attacks on Sri Jagannath Temple and
shifting of idols through water route. So he made
eighteen Garhs on Bay of Bengal from Puri to
Astaranga. These Garh Khandayats were known
as Gada Samants. They were enrolled in Paik
regiments to protect the shore. The families of
Garh Samantas are still continuing in these areas
at present.

Every year Paiks were assembled at
Bhagabati Pitha Konark, Siddha Math near
Madhab, Mango grove of Dhumal and
competitions and demonstrations on war weapons
were made. Even today such shows are organized
to bestow gratitude in memory of Jayee Rajguru
(Odisha Bhaskar, Odia daily 14th Oct 2015).
Besides this he had undertaken number of welfare
measures in Puri town of seven traditional Sahis
and 52 by lanes of Puri, reformed in the Paik
Seva inside the temple, ordered for digging a
tunnel from Gangamata Matha to old Palace at
Balisahi for underground activation when the
soldiers were stationed to act suddenly in case of
any eventuality to the temple. He too established

a number of Garhs in Puri town and kept soldiers
in Marchikote, Jaigarh Jaga, Ganesh Guruji, he
had taken steps to station Paiks. It is said that in
Chhauni Matha the artillery Paiks made their
camp inside.

Some Scholars opined that North side
of Sri Jaganntha Temple there is a prominent
Matha in Shrikshetra in which the Maratha Bargies
used to stay. Marathas enhanced the income from
four Praganas from 20,000 Cowries to 27
Kahan Cowries & spent for the maintenance of
troops. Jayee Rajguru requested Raghuji Bhonsle
to allocate funds for Seba Puja and to observe
various festivals of the temple. His request was
granted by Maratha rulers. As a result the income
of bargies stationed at Shrikshetra was reduced.
Due to this difficulty, the burgies very often
plundered the village of nearby areas and they
paid some considerable amount to the said
Mathadhisha. Jayee Rajguru encouraged the
Paiks to retaliate the attacking burgies. In 1803
the Marathaa were driven out by the British by
that time their strength was considerably reduced
and their stay in Odisha was unsecured.

The efficiency and the strength of Paik
regiments of Khurda from 1780-1803 have
increased to a great extent under the leadership
of Jayee Rajguru. In 1798 the Paiks had easily
spoiled the evil intention of Shyam Sundar Dev
to be the king of Khurda. And only after 4 months
and 27 days of conquest of Odisha by the British,
on 11th March 1804 Jayee Rajguru with a
contingent of about 2000 soldiers gheraoed the
Headquarters of the Company at Cuttack.
Looking to the strength of the army of Khurda
Colonel Harcourt was afraid and instructed
Melvelli to offer two Praganas to Jayee Rajguru
as bribe but Jayee Rajguru bluntly refused and
told boldly that all four Praganas shall be returned
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to the Lord Jagannath or else be ready for war.
Jayee was conformed that military strength of
Khurda was much stronger than that of English.
Therefore he challenged for war. In Firingi Kali
Bharata, it is mentioned that:-

“Lamba Tarabari Dhari Cuttack re Pasi
Dekhi Bhaya kale Sahebmane Trashi

Milimili kahe Rajguru nku Bujhai
Katak Chaurasi Lekhi Deba Paie

2 khandi Paragana Tumbhe je Paiba
Samagra Pruthivi Ambhanku Lekhideba
Chari Paragana aambhe abashya Paibu

Bhale Nachhadile Nische Samarare Nebu”.

Looking to the long sword of Jayee
Rajguru and Paiks, the English people were
afraid. Mr. Melvelli proposed Jayee Rajguru to
give two Praganas and will make an agreement
to give the whole of Khurda kingdom. Jayee
laughed at the proposal and turned down the offer.
He warned them that unless four Praganas are
not ceded then be ready for war.

Jayee Rajguru returned from Cuttack and
arranged for war and started negotiation with
feudatory states and kings. The kings of Kanika,
Kujanga, Harishpur, Marchipur and other like
minded states joined hands with Khurda.
Jamindars, common people, intellectuals, general
public and even the tribals participated in the war.
The Paiks of Khurda came forward and became
the harbingers of this movement. It alarmed the
Britishers for their existence. This sort of revolution

first time took place in Odisha even in India and
created sensation from top to bottom against the
British administration.

Jayee Rajguru came to the picture at a
very critical period of Khurda when the ruler felt
insecured and people were tortured by Maratha
bargies. By the personal initiative Jayee Rajguru
changed the entire scenario, inclusion of tribal’s
in Odisha Militia and the reforms made in
Jagannatha temple administration made him
widely popular even after the conquest of British.
He was the leader of the masses and infused the
spirit of patriotism in the minds of the people which
ultimately resulted in outbrake of the war of
Independence in 1804-1805. Even after his death
the tribal’s of Ghumsar to whom Jayee Rajguru
brought to the limelight and enrolled them in Paik
regiment as “Guerrilla Bahini”, took the revenge
against Khurda officers, recollecting the brutal
execution of Jayee Rajguru in 1806 and revolted
in1817 known as Paik rebellion. Thus Jayee
Rajguru was the pioneer of the war of
Independence 1804 and he is still remembered
in the hearts of the people of Odisha.

Dr. Jatadhari Mishra,  Researcher & Founder
Secretary, Saheed Jayee Rajguru Smruti
Parishad, Odisha, Bira Harekrushnapur, Puri,
Contact # 94372 86322
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Chakra  Bisoi :
A Rebel Leader of Ghumusar

                                                                                                                     Balabhadra Ghadai

The 19th century witnessed a number of tribal
rebellions against the British rule in India. The

political unrest in Ghumusar, undue interference
by the British officials in the succession affairs of
the State of Ghumusar,
humiliation meted out to
their Rajas, unsuitability of
the British laws and
regulations, economic
suffering of the Khonds and
intervention in their socio-
religious beliefs by the
British combined to bring
out these rebellions by the
Khonds against the British.
Of course, one was led by
the famous Dora Bisoi and
the other by the veteran
leader, Chakra Bisoi.

Chakra Bisoi  took  the commanding
charge of the Khond rebellion in 1840 after death
of his uncle Dora Bisoi. His father Ram Singh
Bakshi died in cold blood in a skirmish against
the British troops in 1937 and this incident left a
bitter scar on the mind of his son, and  since then
the latter nourished a deep sense of remorse
against the British Government. After this tragic
incident Chakra Bisoi  accompanied his uncle

Dora Bisoi to Angul State where both spent their
time together underground, and he received his
military baptization and political indoctrination
under the latter during the days of wandering in

the jungles as fugitives.

After the confinement of
his uncle Dora Bisoi in
Madras, Chakra Bisoi
began to nourish a desire to
revive the Khond resistance
against the British rule. He
was in search of an
opportunity and it came in
1846.He was well aware of
the fact that the rebellious
spirit of the Khonds had not
died in spite of their
suppression. He could also
see the development of

some fresh complications. And it developed in
the wake of the suppression of the Meriah
Sacrifice, a deep rooted custom of the Khond
community and the appointment of S.C.
Macpherson as the Meriah Agent. Some of his
injudicious and rash actions hurt the religious
sentiments of the Khonds, and they persisted in
celebrating the rite. Further, some excess
committed by Macpherson in punishing the
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culprits of Meriah sacrifice, created a strong
resentment among the Khonds. Chakra Bisoi
utilized this situation, specially the prejudices of
the Khonds. He posed himself as the staunchest
‘Champion of Meriah’ all over the Khondmals.
When Captain Macpherson arrested Bira
Khanro, son of Nabaghana Khanro, the Khond
leader of Baud-Khondmals in connection  with
the Meriah sacrifice, Chakra Bisoi came to
forefront and enlisted the support of the Khonds
to start a rebellion in Ghumusar. He was assured
of the help of the Khonds of other neighbouring
feudatory states.

In February 1846, when Major
Macpherson captured as many as 170 Meriah
victims, suddenly the Khonds under Chakra Bisoi
broke off all communications with him and
organized secret council amongst themselves .The
Khond leaders opposing the ecclesiastical and
temporal affairs succeeded convincing the Khonds
that ‘the Government intended to assess their
lands, subject people to forced labour   and punish
their leaders for the past sacrifices.’

Consequently, a large mob of Khonds
assembled before the Agent’s camp at Bissipara,
six miles south of Phulbani, the former
headquarters of the Khondmals and demanded
the restoration of the Meriah victims. Macpherson
had to yield to their demands. This emboldened
the rebellious Khonds who attacked
Macpherson’s camp for the second time. He
could do nothing in counteracting them. So he
had to return to his headquarters in the wake of
the rainy season. But it was an insult never to be
forgotten. So after the end of the rains,
Macpherson with his troops marched to those
areas in November, 1846.On the way,
Macpherson burnt down some Khond villages in
Baud area.So the Khonds of Baud joined with

those of Ghumusar in rebellion. At this critical
situation the Government was alarmed and at once
instructed the Madras authorities to send an
experienced officer to Gumusar to deal with the
situation carefully. The officer selected for the
purpose was Major General Dyce. He somehow
succeeded in quelling the disturbances. Yet
Chakra Bisoi, like his uncle before him, grew from
strength to strength. Chakapad Khandum was
their new centre of insurrection. Chakra Bisoi sent
his nephew  Atung  Bisoi to the Raja of Angul for
procuring arms and ammunitions, and promised
all help to the Raja in his resistance to the British
Government.

In spite of the help from Angul, Chakra
Bisoi could not succeed against the superior
military troops under the command of General
Dyce. The rising, in consequence, was suppressed
temporarily. Subsequently Captain Macpherson
was charged with many official irregularities and
was dismissed. Colonel Campbell was appointed
as the new Meriah Agent in April, 1847. He
followed, by and large, a conciliatory policy
towards the Khonds. Nabaghana Khonro, a
valiant leader, was pardoned. But Chakra Bisoi
continued resistance against the British. The British
Government could guess that the Raja of Angul,
Somanath Singh, was encouraging Chakra Bisoi.
So the authorities sent their army to Angul in 1848.
Raja Somanath Singh was deposed and Angul
was brought under the direct administration of the
British Government.

Chakra Bisoi moved from place to place
to organize the Khonds against the British. In spite
of the rift, he still retained the support of the
majority of the tribes. Consequently, all attempts
were made to capture him. But it was difficult to
capture him in the hill tracts. In April 1848, Lord



62 OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha ReviewISSN 0970-8669

Dalhousie, Governor General of India, wrote to
the President of the Board of Control thus,
‘Chakra Bisoi haunted from hill to valley, has not
taken refuge in the wild tracts behind Baud.’ He
further stated, ‘At present he is inaccessible but
we shall catch him some day.’ The Government
of Baud declared a reward of rupees 300 for the
apprehension of Chakra Bisoi. Frantic efforts
were made for his capture through different
agencies, both official and non-official.

Subsequently, it was reported that Chakra
Bisoi was hiding in the Sonepur State  with the
support of its Rani. When questioned, she
answered that she had absolutely no knowledge
about Chakra Bisoi. Lord Dalhousie, the
Governor-General reprimanded the Rani of
Sonepur and the Raja of Baud for having given
shelter to Chakra Bisoi, and he further warned
them that they would be fined if their officers would
give countenance to the rebel Chief.
Simultaneously Lieutenant Colonel Campbell
conducted negotiations with the Rani of Sonepur
for the surrender of Chakra Bisoi through her
good offices. The Rani tried her utmost to
persuade the rebel Chief to surrender, but her
attempt proved to be of no avail. He flatly turned
down all persuasions.

However, for long four years Chakra
Bisoi lived quietly. So the Government refrained
itself from disturbing him. Lieutenant Colonel
Campbell’s extremely conciliatory policy pleased
the Khonds who handed over 150 Meriahs to
him in 1848 barring only three who had already
been sacrificed .In addition to these, he had himself
rescued 135 Meriahs in the same year of 1848
and over 300 in 1849.Captain Mac Viccar acted
as Agent when Lt. Colonel Campbell was on leave
and   he rescued many Meriahs in 1850 as acting
Agent.

Chakra Bisoi maintained his sway over
the Ghumusar Malliahs although he retired from
active confrontation with the Government for four
years since 1848.In May, 1854,a village named
Tulasinghee in Ghumusar was attacked and
plundered by some Khonds. The Magistrate of
Ganjam suspected that it was caused by Chakra
Bisoi or his adherents. So he wrote to
E.A.Samuels, Superintendent of the Tributary
Mahals, to take steps for apprehension of Chakra
Bisoi, who was reported to be living in the
Khondmals. In his reply, Samuels  wrote that
Chakra Bisoi  was living in the villages of
Damasingha and Kollabaree, under the protection
of Bira Khonro.

 He wrote this under the impression that
Chakra Bisoi had been falsely implicated in the
incident in question for his past record. Continuing
his report he said that the crime was probably
committed by some famine-stricken people of
Ghumusar and the name of Chakra Bisoi had
been implanted simply because  all hopes of
discovering offenders had failed. Reiterating
further he wrote, ‘’Chakra Bisoi has gone to show
that he was living quietly in Bira Khonro’s country
and was principally desirous of escaping notice.’’
Samuels further reported the inability of the Raja
of Baud to control outrages of Chakra Bisoi and
his adherents. In this connection, the
Superintendant of the Tributary Mahals in his
proclamation of the 15 th February,1855
mentioned thus, ‘Whereas the Khonds have
ceased for some years to be the subjects of  Baud
Raja and the Raja himself states that he has no
power in the country.’  The Government of Bengal
took note of the indirect support and help of the
Raja of Baud to Chakra Bisoi and as a result they
ordered for the annexation and confiscation of
the Khondmals. E.A.Samuels, as the
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Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals  took over
its administration. He appointed Dinabandhu
Patnaik as the Tahsildar to remain in charge of
that territory.

After this annexation, Chakra Bisoi had
to leave the Khondmals. He came to Ghumusar
Maliahs. Here he supported the cause of a boy
named Pitambar  Bhanj, popularly known as
‘Raja Pilla’ whom  the Khonds believed to be the
young Raja of Ghumusar. But this young pretender
to the throne of Ghumusar was soon tired of jungle
life and preferred to surrender. He accepted a
Government pension to live in peace. This decision
of Pitambar Bhanj shocked Chakra Bisoi. He
moved to Baud and took refuge in the depth of
the forest at Dekangi near Phulbani. E.A.Samuels
asked the Raja of Baud to cooperate with the
Government in expelling   Chakra Bisoi from the
Khondmals. He also threatened the Raja of
deposition if he would refuse to extend his
cooperation to the Government for the purpose.
This had the desired effect on the Raja who ‘’with
great difficulty’’ managed to expel Chakra Bisoi
from his territory.

The Khond leader now took shelter on
the bank of the Tel river. Alternatively he lived in
Madanpur, a Zamindary in Kalahandi State and
in Jarasingha,  a dependency of the Patna State.
While the former was under the jurisdiction of
the Commissioner of Nagpur, the latter was under
that of the Commissioner of Chotnagpur. Samuels
made requests to both the Commissioners to
order the Zamindar of Madanpur and the Raja of
Patna to deliver the rebel Chief. Of them, the
Zamindar of Madanpur expressed his ignorance
of Chakra Bisoi’s  presence in his State but the
statement was disbelieved by  the Superintendent
of the Tributary Mahals. In the meantime Lt.
Macneil succeeded Colonel Campbell as the

Meriah Agent. On his assumption of the charge
of Agent, Lt. Macneil in 1853 had arrested Rendo
Majhi, the head of Borikiya Khonds of Kalahandi
in connection with Meriah sacrifice. He along with
his  son Polaso  Majhi  were imprisoned for two
years with a view to warning the Khonds not to
involve themselves in Meriah sacrifices. But this
humiliation to their leader Rando Majhi could not
be swallowed by the Borikiya Khonds. They
attacked the camp of Macneil at Orladhoni in
Madanpur Zamindary on the 10th December,
1855. Their attack was of course repulsed by
the British troops with some casualties on both
sides. Then the Kutia Khonds joined with the
Borikiya Khonds and together they made a second
attack on Macneil’s camp. It was due to the
wisdom and help of Dinabandhu Patnaik, the
Tahsildar that Macneil could escape to
Russelkonda. But Chakra Bisoi was unnecessarily
accused of uniting the two rival Khond tribes
against the British authorities and instigating the
attacks on Macneil’s camp.

When G.F.Cockburn succeeded
E.A.Samuels as the Superintendent of the
Tributary  Mahals in 1856, the incident lurked in
his mind, and he ordered an enquiry into the
conduct of the Raja of Madanpur with regard to
the Orladhoni  incident.  On inquiry the Zamindar
of Madanpur was accused of dereliction of his
duty in not reporting the presence of Chakra Bisoi
and the other rebels to the British authority. So
the Zamindar of Madanpur was removed from
the management of his Zamindary. He was
detained under the surveillance of his Chief, the
Raja of Kalahandi.

In 1856 all frantic and vigorous efforts
were made by the British Government for
apprehension of Chakra Bosoi all over
Khondmal. Information reached them that he had
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moved to the Patna State and taken shelter under
Dharam Singh Mandhata, the Maji (headman) of
Athagaon. In March 1856  Lt.Macdonald,
Assistant to the Agent in the hill tracts of Odisha,
sent some troops under the Tahsildar Dinabandhu
Patnaik to capture Chakra Bisoi. But Chakra
Bisoi escaped into the jungles.Only his principal
follower Bhitar Sardar Bhori along with some
adherents were captured. Dharam Singh
Mandhata was taken captive for offering
assistance openly to the rebels.

In the meanwhile, news reached the
Government that Chakra Bisoi had already
appeared at the Parlakhemundi Zamindary  to join
the Savaras who had set up a standard  of rebellion
against  the Government under the leadership of
Radhakrishna  Dandasena of Gaiba. It is to be
noted that while Chakra Bisoi was helped by the
Garhat landlords, the Doras (landlords) of the
Parlakhemundi  Zamindary actively assisted the
Government. Dandsena was caught and hanged
as a rebel.

Chakra Bisoi escaped from Ganjam to
the border of the Patna State, and was reported
to have been seen once again on the banks of the
Tel river there. So the Commissioner of Odisha
C.F.Cockburn wrote to instruct the Raja of Patna
for his co-operation in the seizure of Chakra Bisoi.
Thereafter Chakra Bisoi  took shelter in the forest
of Khondmals. It was reported to G.F.Cockburn
that he was being helped by the Raja and some
Khond Chiefs of Baud. Cockburn summoned all
of them and asked for their co-operation in
apprehending Chakra Bisoi.

Nothing is heard of the great Khond
leader, Chakra Bisoi after October, 1856.
Dharam Singh Mandhata, who gave shelter and
defended him was languished in prison. Cockburn
wrote on the disappearance of  Chakra Bisoi  from
the political scenario of Ghumusar and Khondmal
that: ‘It is nearly certain that Chakra Bisoi has
entirely left his former haunts where he could be
no longer safe and no one appears to have the
least idea as to where he has gone. My impression
is that he has abandoned this part of the country
and sought refuge in the more central parts of
India, where he is comparatively unknown and
without influence.’ He again wrote that Chakra
Bisoi could not be heard or seen for about 18
months, and his followers were either in prisons
or were spread over the Khondmals. To quote
him : ‘The peace of the Khond country, formerly
so disturbed, consequently, had during the trying
crisis in the history of India enjoyed a remarkable
degree of quiet’, which he, ‘scarcely ventured to
hope for.’

The Ghumusar rebel Chief, Chakra Bisoi
breathed his last before the outbreak of the Mutiny
of 1857.It is quite evident that he was not found
or heard to be anywhere during the Mutiny when
the Khonds remained quiet and aloof. The
sufferings and sacrifices of Chakra Bisoi has
become a saga of patriotism. He deserves to be
ranked with Buxi Jagabandhu and Veer Surendra
Sai, the two great patriots of Odisha.

Balabhadra Ghadai, Principal, M.K. College, Khiching,
Mayurbhanj.
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Chakhi Khuntia :
An Immortal Hero of Freedom Struggle

Dr. Jagannath Mohanty

The sacred Shamba Dasami of the year 1827.
A male child was born in the famous Hajuri

family of Puri Harachandi Sahi. His father was
Raghunath Khuntia, a servant of the Lord
Jagannath. Since the child was born while his
father was dressing the Lord with sandle-paste
(chandan), his name was given "Chandan Hajuri".
But he is better known as Chakhi
Khuntia. His mother was
Kamalabati, a pious lady.

In the childhood Chakhi
Khuntia was very naughty. He
was taught Odia language and
literature in a "Chatasali". He then
learnt Hindi to be able to
communicate with "Ýatris"
(pilgrims) of Lord Jagannath. It
is told that he had great interest
in learning History and
Geography of India, her hoary
heritage and heroic tales of her
national leaders. He was inspired
by the biographies of the Indian
heroes.

Chakhi Khuntia was learning rigorous
physical exercises in the traditional Akhada of Jaga
Gharas of Puri. He even learnt wrestling and
indigenous military feats and skills. Although, in
the childhood he was very weak and lean, through

these physical attainments, he strengthened a very
well-built and muscular body.

Afterwards, he taught wrestling and
military exercises to the youths of Puri. He used
to teach various indigenous defence and offence
- mechanism to the young people in many

Jagagharas or training centres of
physical exercises. He was
regarded as a master wrestler of
the time.

When he was only 12 years old,
he was married with a beautiful girl
named Sundarmani. He often
accompanied his father in his
sojourn to various areas in the
northern India. In fact, he was thus
exposed and oriented with their
traditional profession of guiding
visitors to Puri and other
pilgrimages in Odisha.

Chakhi Khuntia happened to be
the family priest or Panda of
Meropantha, the father of

Manubai who was renamed as Laxmibai after her
marriage to Gangadhar Rao, the king of Jhansi.
Chakhi maintained relations with Laxmibai even
after her marriage and used to pay visits to the
royal family at the time of religious trips.
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During that period the British people were
trying to establish their empire in India by hook
or crook. The Missionaries with their support
were preaching Christianity through various
means. Even they were bitterly criticizing the Gods
of Hindus and deprecating idolatry and other
religious practices. Chakhi Khuntia with others
strongly opposed to such denigration.

Gangadhar Rao, the king of Jhansi died
untimely. Laxmibai had also lost her only son
earlier. The British people prohibited her adopting
a son to inherit the throne of Jhansi. Subsequently,
the British ruler took away all the powers to
themselves and Laxmibai was left powerless. But
she revolted against the British rule. She sought
the assistance of Chakhi Khuntia at her juncture
and Khuntia extended all possible help to her.

Chakhi Khuntia played a very crucial role
by formenting resentment among the Indian
soliders called "Sepoys" and organized a mutiny
which subsequently took a very violent shape.
Khuntia was well-known as the Panda sepoys or
Hajuri Panda (religious guide of Indian soldiers).
On account of his involvement in this first
Freedom struggle, Chakhi Khuntia was arrested
many times and kept behind the bars.

The Magistrate of Puri wrote a letter
dated March 1858 to the Commissioner of
Cuttack, "I have received a good though not
official information that a pandah of the town by
name Chakhi Khuntia, well known as the Sepoy
Pandah has been executed up."

The British suppressed this national revolt
against the foreign rule with an iron hand and
murdered a lot of Indian Heroes in the encounters.
Many were executed without trial and many more
were imprisoned. An atmosphere of terror and
massacre prevailed in many places of northern
India.

Whether Chakhi Khuntia was killed or
not his entire property was attached by the British

Government. A letter dated 21st April, 1858
written by the Magistrate of Puri to the
Commissioner of Circuit Cuttack said, "I have
the honors to request your sanction to dispose of
a cow and calf which are attached among the
attached property of Chakhi Khuntia alias
Chandan Hazoori Panda as the expense of their
keep will swallow up their values." Subsequently,
the cow and calf were disposed off after approval
of the Commissioner.

The wild rumour about the death of
Chakhi Khuntia however proved false as it was
evident from the registered letter written on
English paper bearing a Dargon's head for a crest
with the motto "Nil moror ictus".

     The Magistrate of Puri wrote to the
Commissioner on 14th July 1858, "I have just
received information that a registered letter has
been despatched by Chaki Khuntia alias Huzoori
Panda from Gya (Gaya) to his brother Kissen
Khuntiya here as this individual was in Lucknow
notoriously aiding and abetting the rebels and
mutineers. I would suggest that information be sent
by "Telegraph" for his apprehension-post would
be useless as by this time no doubt information
has been given him to make himself scare."

Conveying great anxiety of the Magistrate
the letter added, "I have directed the post master
to detain the regd. letter pending your instruction.
Perhaps it would be as well to send for the
address and in his presence open and assure
ourselves that the matter there was not
treasonable." Since the writer of the letter Chakhi
Khuntia was taken "a suspected rebel" the
Commissioner directed the post master to hand
over the letter in question to the magistrate of Puri
and as "nothing treasonable" was found in the
same. It was delivered to Krishna (Kissen)
Khuntia, brother of Chakhi.

The Commissioner made further
investigations about Chakhi Khuntia and sent a
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letter dated 15th July 1858 to the Magistrate of
Gaya "I have the honour to annex for your
information copy of a letter No.182 /14th instant
from officiating Magistrate & Collector, Pooree
regarding the ruffian's presence in Gya of one
Chakhi Khuntia alias Hazoorie Pandah, a rebel,
he was the Sepoy's Pandah at pooree and is
reported to have been engaged against
Government at Lucknow." It was suggested that
the so-called rebel should be "arrested, examined
and dealt with as may appear necessary."

The Magistrate of Gaya actually arrested
the "Pandah and examined him as his movements
during the last year (1857). He further examined
two other men who were with him and took
statements of all three and also seized papers
found in the house of Chakhi Khuntia. The papers
were found to be small sale deeds given by the
inhabitants of Lucknow. The enquiry on the whole,
could not prove the charge of rebellion but
suspicion about his conduct was still there.

The Magistrate of Gaya in a subsequent
letter to his counterpart at Puri concluded, "No
proof here exists against the man. Kindly let me
know what you wish to do with him and what
you can prove against him. His account of himself
is not satisfactory. He left Allahabad he says in
Bysak or Jyesth last year and Ajudhya in Bysak
this year, having been there a month. During the
intervening eleven months, he does not say where
he was, except at Mathura, where he does not
pretend to have been so long a time."

Chakhi Khuntia was released from the
prison by the order of the Commissioner but he
was not allowed to enter to his native place. He,
however, defied the British Govt. order and
arrived at Puri. The Magistrate of Puri reported
this matter to the Commissioner on 10th
November,1858, 'Chakhi Khuntia  has returned
to the district and is now in safe custody." At that

time, Queen Victoria proclaimed amnesty to the
rebels and Chakhi Khuntia was released soon.

The Commissioner instructed the
Magistrate of Puri to inform Chakhi Khuntia that
"to the royal clemency only does he owe the
staying of further proceedings against him as
previously intended". The sale-proceeds of his
property were however refunded to Chakhi
Khuntia and his conduct was watched carefully
for a long time.

Chakhi Khuntia spent the last part of his
life at Puri. He was not allowed to go anywhere
else. He devoted himself to the literary pursuits
and religious rites relating to Lord Jagannath. He
composed a lot of poems, most of which are
devotional songs. Some of his songs are
expressing his great displeasure and deep
indignations at the inhuman and suppressive
measures of the British Government. Many of his
writings are still unknown and might have been
lost or damaged in the meantime. It is said that
one of his palm-leaf manuscripts is entitled
"Manubai" original name of Laxmibai, queen of
Jhansi.

He breathed his last in 1870 at Puri. It is
a great pride for us that a Puri Panda of the 19th
century was not only inspired by the heroic deeds
of a host of Indians , but also he himself inspired
Jhansi Rani Laxmi Bai and a large number of
soldiers with profound patriotic fervour who
sacrificed their lives fearlessly at the holy altar of
the mother India. He will be ever remembered
by us as an immortal poet, a national hero, a great
patriot and renowned devotee of Lord Jagannath.

Dr. Jagannath Mohanty lives at 2935, Gouri Nagar,
Bhubaneswar.
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Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo —
Martyr of Madanpur - Rampur

(Reigning Period : 1852-1875)

Mihirendra Pratap Singh Deo

Maharaja Hari Hara Prasad Singh Deo was
born in the year 1840 AD. He was the

eldest son of Raja Amar Prasad Singh Deo Raje.
During the death of Maharaja Ujjhar Rai Singh
Deo in the year 1852, his second brother Raja
Amar Prasad Singh Deo was suffering from
paralysis for which in the same year his eldest
son Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo ascended the
throne of Madanpur at the age of twelve years.
By that time the political condition of Madanpur
was not fair due to the illness of Raja Amar Prasad
Singh Deo Raje and the minority of Maharaja Hari
Hara Singh Deo. To manage the state of affairs,
the fourth brother of Maharaja Ujjhar Rai Singh
Deo, Krushna Prasad Singh looked after the State
affairs as the representative of the Regent Raja
Amar Prasad Singh Deo. To take the advantage
of the situation and capture the throne of
Madanpur, Krushna Prasad Singh plotted a
conspiracy to kill the minor Maharaja Hari Hara
Singh Deo and his two brothers Rajkumar
Chandra Mani Singh Deo (four years old) and
Rajkumar Guman Singh Deo(two years old) by
means of poison. When the plotted conspiracy
came to the knowledge of the minor children's
aunt Gusani Mani, she secretly sent them to their
uncle's house at Gadapur inside a basket by the
help of the faithful Kandh tribes of Urladani for
their protection.

Support to Freedom Fighter Chakra Bisoyee

Though Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo
was minor his hatredness for the British was very
strong for which he was supporting the freedom
fighters like Kandh Sardar Chakra Bisoyee and
gave him shelter for his protection.1 Chakra
Bisoyee was taking shelter along the bank of river
Tel of Madanpur kingdom and Jarasingha.2  In
the year 1855 AD 'Mr. Samuel, Superintendent
of Tributary Mahals, requested the Commissioner
of Nagpur to call upon the Raja of Madanpur to
handover Chakra Bisoyee. The Raja of Madanpur
declared that he was ignorant of Chakra Bisoyee's
presence in his State.3 By that time Maharaja Hari
Hara Singh Deo was an independent ruler for
which the Superintendent requested the
Commissioner at Nagpur to put pressure on
Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo. Hence the British
government was trying to suppress him and to
merge Madanpur into the British empire.
Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo's struggle to drive
out the British from his motherland was
uninterrupted. On 10 December, 1855 AD when
the camp of Lt. Macneill, the agent in the hill tracts
of Orissa, was attacked at Orladni of Madanpur-
Rampur with the support of Maharaja Hari Hara
Singh Deo and the tribes of Urladni the presence
of Chakra Bisoyee at Madanpur Rampur became
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evident.4 In the year 1856 AD the Orladni incident
was not forgotten by C.F.Cockburn who
succeeded Mr. Samuel as the Superintendent of
the Tributary Mahals. He ordered an inquiry with
regard to the conduct of the Maharaja Hari Hara
Singh Deo of Madanpur.5

Kandh Meli of 1856 AD

In the year 1856 AD the Kandh of
Kalahandi had actively participated in the Kandh
Meli against the British in Ghumsar.6 And the
Kandh of Kalahandi had given protection to its
leader Chakra Bisoyee. He was popularly known
as the staunchest 'Champion of Mariah' all over
Khondmal.7 The ruler of Madanpur Maharaja
Hari Hara Singh Deo was threatened for his link
with the Kondhs.8 In the year 1856 Lt. C. Elliott
had visited Kalahandi and he had submitted a
report to the British Government, i.e. " Report on
the Affairs of Karonda Dependency."9 Lt. C.
Elliott held that Chakra Bisoyee and gang were
harbored and encouraged by Raja of Madanpur.10

Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo was put under
the surveillance of the Tributary Chief of
Junagarh.11 Further Raja and Zamindars of the
British empire were warned to be careful in future
to check such disturbances.12

A Benevolent Raja

Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo was very
much kind and benevolent to his subjects. During
the famine of 1866 AD he had excavated an area
of 100 acres of land for water reservoir which
was known as Hari Hara Sagar for supply of
drinking water as well as irrigation for the
agricultural purposes. In the evening Maharaja
was moving from door to door to listen the
grievances of the people. In fact it was his love
for the people and his motherland for which he
was getting support of the people and the tribes

of the locality against the British force. He had a
vast army having different regiments such as
Canon fighters, Gun fighters known as Nalia (Nali
means Gun), Sword fighters and Bow and Arrow
fighters. It was said that during the battle, the
arrows were raining from the cloud, that means
the direction of the arrows were not known.
People from all the castes were being recruited
to the army known as Paika. The dresses of
soldiers were Dhoti in Kachha and another Dhoti
as a cross belt on the chest and waist. The turban
was covering half of the face i.e. nose and mouth.
The M.L.Guns and pistols were being used by
the soldiers. Roads were constructed to the major
villages and trees were planted besides the main
road for better communication.

Letter of the Governor General

When Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo
became major considering his ability, strength of
the army, love for the motherland and people's
support for his benevolent rule, the Governor
General of the British-India sent a personal letter
to Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo that 'the
Governor General understood the position of the
Raja Hari Hara Singh Deo and injustice was done
by not declaring Raja Hari Hara Singh Deo as
the Raja of Karond and to forget what all
happened and to accept the Sananda as Raja of
Karonda.13 However Maharaja Hari Hara Singh
Deo ignored the letter of the Governor General
and he did not respond to it, because of his
hatredness of the foreign invader. He was Raja
by the strength of his sword with sovereign power
for which he did not like to join hands with any
foreigner. The relation with the British was tensed.

Harda Meli of 1875 A.D.

The British government had leased out
the forest products of Madanpur-Rampur forest
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namely Harda, Bahada and Amla etc. to which
Mararaja Hari Hara Singh Deo strongly opposed
and he did not allow the British Thekadar to enter
the forest for which there was reaction in the
British camp. British force was sent to teach a
lesson to Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo but in
vain. Because the resistance of Maharaja Hari
Hara Singh Deo was so strong that the British
force retreated. Finally, British force from Madras
was deputed under Captainship of Mr. F.C.Berry.
The battle between Maharaja Hari Hara Singh
Deo and the British forces continued for days
together.

The Brave Soldiers

There were ranks and position in the army
such as Nayak and Dalapati etc. It was divided
into different troops. The soldiers had shown their
great valour and patriotism for their motherland
which is reflected from the following incidents.

Keshab Banua, Nalia (Gun Fighter):

Mrs. Swarna Banua, Gauntia of
Kabichandrapur, wife of Keshab Banua, Nalia
was an eye witness to the battle during Harda
Meli. She was narrating the incident to Yubarani
Smt. Rupa Manjari Devi, wife of Yubaraj Gaura
Chandra Singh Deo (Author's parents) that during
the battle the soldiers had no time to eat food.
Because they were standing and watching
constantly behind the seven layers of bamboo
fencing. The arrows were piercing the fencing.
The wives of the soldiers were feeding them for
days together. There were palace guards around
the palace and the battles were being fought at
the far distance too. In the battle field, Maharaja
Hari Hara Singh Deo was taking care of the
soldiers personally. He was moving like a tiger in
the battle field. The grandson of Keshab Banua,
is Birendra Banua a retired teacher of Madanpur-
Rampur who is still alive.

Karna Bisi (Troop Leader):

During the battle an arrow pierced into
the heart of the Troop Leader Karna Bisi. In the
mean time Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo reached
the spot and asked for his last desire. When the
dying leader could not say anything, Maharaja
Hari Hara Singh Deo was so pleased for his valour
that he desired to grant him the landed property
as far as the martyr soldier was able to see. He
was bleeding profusely for which he was unable
to see the far distance. But whatever he told that
much area of the landed property was granted to
him which, still now, his family member (Bana Bisi)
enjoys. In the battle field where the soldier Karna
Bisi died that spot was known as Bukbandh.
Buku means heart and bandh means stop. Hence
the spot where the heart was stopped that spot
was known as Bukbandh. This incident reflects
the benevolence and love for the soldier which
the great warrior had.

Bhakta Ram Pujhari (Troop Leader)

Bhakta Ram Pujhari was a sword fighter.
He was so fearless fighter that he had killed around
eighty enemies for which Maharaja Hari Hara
Singh Deo renamed him as Bagh Singh. His three
swords and a Tabiz have been worshipped by
his family members at the house of Satya Pujhari,
Madanpur-Rampur.

Martyrdom of Maharaja Hari Hara Singh
Deo

It was not so easy to defeat such a loving
and benevolent Raja; hence the Britishers plotted
a strategy based on the principle of Divide and
Rule. They spread a rumour among the tribal
people that Raja would give theka (lease) to the
lengot (loin cloth) of the tribal people like that of
Harda, Bahada and Amla which created a
discontentment among the tribal people. Hence
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the Tribal people (Kondh) fought against the royal
army of Madanpur-Rampur. They further spread
a rumour in the royal army among those who were
fighting at the far distance that Raja would behead
the soldiers for the victory. Hence the soldiers
who were fighting at the far distance like Urladani
and Harlanga etc. remained neutral. Though
Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo fought the battle
like a great warrior at last he was arrested by the
British Force. He was sent to the jail custody. In
jail, he was tortured to third degree when he
refused to sign the abdication notes to annex his
motherland Madanpur-Rampur to the British
Empire. In the mean time his younger brother
Rajkumar Chandra Moni Singh Deo and Guman
Singh Deo (General of Army) organized a vast
army and proceeded to break the British jail.
When the news of attack reached to the British
camp the British poisoned Maharaja Hari Hara
Singh Deo and sent a messenger to intimate the
death news of Maharaja to Rajkumar Chandra
Moni Singh Deo who was on the way with the
army to attack the jail. And then after the dead
body of Maharaja Hari Hara Singh Deo was sent
to him. There were injury marks of torture in the
dead body of martyr Maharaja Hari Hara Singh
Deo.14
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Madhab Chandra Routaray :
A Forgotten Freedom Fighter of Khurda

Braja Paikaray

Legislator, social activist and freedom fighter
Madhab Chandra Routaray was born in an

aristocratic Khandayat family of village
Baghamari under Khurda district in 1923 as the
son of Dinabandhu Routaray. Since his childhood
he was loved and liked by his
friends and relatives for his
sober and amicable nature. He
got his elementary education in
his maternal uncle's village and
passed matriculation from
Bhakta Madhu Vidyapitha of
Old Town, Bhubaneswar. He
was admitted to Samanta
Chandrasekhar College, Puri
for his higher studies. While he
was studying as a college
student he joined the famous
Quit India Movement of 1942
being inspired by the clarion
call of Mahatma Gandhi
leaving behind his college education and bright
career. He came to limelight by criticizing the
British Govt. and was chased by the British Police.
In order to avoid Police arrest, Madhab Chandra
went underground.

India became free from foreign yoke on
15th August 1947 and the first general election of

the country commenced in 1952. Madhab
Chandra contested in the general election as a
Congress candidate and was elected to Orissa
Legislative Assembly from Khurda Constituency.
He had got the rare opportunity of becoming the

first M.L.A. of Khurda in
Independent India. He
completed his full tenure as a
legislator from 1952 to 1957
successfully. During his tenure
as a M.L.A. of Khurda he had
devoted his time for the
development of roads and
elementary education,
establishment of new Post
Office and health centres. He
had close intimacy with late
Nabakrushna Choudhury,
Late Harekrushna Mahtab,
Late Radhanath Rath,
prominent Communist leader

Late Gangadhar Paikaray and many other
dignitaries of the State. He was the son-in-law of
famous Dalabehera family of Tapanga in Khurda
district.

In course of time Madhab Chandra
Routaray preferred to plunge himself in social work
keeping distance from active politics. He became
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the founder President of Baghamari U.P. School.
He advocated before the Central and State
Government for grant of Pension to non-Prisoned
freedom fighters and had become successful in
his endeavour. He was elected as the Acting
President of "Orissa Pradesh Swadhinata
Sangrami Seva Sangha" and took up many welfare
measures for the freedom fighters of the State.
He was working tirelessly for the development of
agriculture and agriculturalists. He was closely
associated with the Orissa branch of "Bharat
Krushak Samaj" as a State Organiser. He was
an active organizer of "Samaj Sanjojak Mandali"
an association of Dalits and was striving for social
justice to downtrodden.

Besides the above mentioned
associations and organizations he was the Vice-

President of "Utkal Sammilani" and was the office
bearer of "Odisha Khandayat Kshatriya
Mahasabha." He had established himself as a
committed social worker and popular leader by
dint of his selfless service to the general public.

Madhab Chandra Routaray passed away
to his heavenly abode on January 2002
completing his life's journey successfully. He shall
be remembered for ever as an able Legislator,
Committed Social Worker, freedom fighter and
beloved leader of the people of Khurda.

Braja Paikaray was a  Government Advocate and Notary-
Public, Bhubaneswar Court, Bhubaneswar-751014.
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Krutibas Pattasani, The Hero of Paik Revolt
as Depicted by Shoshee Chunder Dutt

Dr. Satya Sarangi

While the nation observes the bi-centenary
of the famous Paik Rebellion of Odisha,

with pump and valour, the name of an Indian
English writer of 19th  century comes to fore. He
was no other than Shoshee Chunder Dutt (1824-
1885). Shoshee (Shashi), one of the first
generation English educated young Indian, though
served as a clerk under the East India Company
at Kolkata, was a versatile writer who wrote on
a variety of subjects in various genres viz. poems,
fictions, essays in the Queens’s English from a
nationalistic point of view. With a pseudonym of
Horatio Bickerstaffe Rowney, he penned a novel
named ‘The Young Zamindar : His Erratic
Wanderings and Eventual Return'. It was a long
narrative published by London’s famous
Remington & Co. in three volumes in the year
1885. The protagonist of the fiction an young
educated Zamindar set out for a long tour and
accidentally have accompanied by a young chap
Monohar and a wise and experienced sannyasi.
In the second volume of the book, the author
narrated that the team visited Odisha to have a
darshan of Lord Jagannath at Puri and then
enjoyed the sublime serenity of Chilika Lake.
During their stay at Barkul, by the west bank of
Chilika under the police station of Banpur, the
border of Bengal Presidency, all of a sudden they
have witnessed the armed revolt against the

Company administration under the leadership of
Krutibas Pattasani, Dalabehera of Arang. It was
the last week of March 1836. The novelist
depicted the whole episode and the main
characters with great admire in a full chapter of
the book, i.e. Chapter VI, titled as The New
Rebellion. The author insisted the reader that it
was the new or the later rebellion. But the previous
rebellion eventuated in 1817 in the same area by
Buxi Jagabandhu, Shyam Sundar Pattasani (father
of Krutibas Pattasani), Dalabehera of Arang, and
many others. In association with Buxi, Shyam
Sundar Pattasani, fought vigorously against the
foreign rule. It was a famous pre-nationalistic
freedom struggle of India after which the great
Krutibas, following the footprints of his brave
father, within a gap of 18 years, was succeeded
to organise The New Rebellion.

THE NEW REBELLION

BANPORE is the extremest southern
Pergunnah of Pooree, and is situated on the
western side of the Chilka lake. It consists of two
large fertile valleys, and is bounded on three sides
by hills and jungle, and on the fourth by the lake,
and forms part of the estate of Koordah, the
Zamindar of which is the hereditary custodian of
Jagannath. The Pergunnah was divided in the past
into seemas or mehals, to which were attached
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Dalbeheras or paik leaders, holding from sixty to
one hundred beeghas of jyghere land; bissoees,
or sub-leaders, holding from forty to eighty
beegahs of land; naiks, or village headmen,
holding from ten to twenty beegahs of land; and
paik, who held smaller jyghere at one time, but
to whom such allotments came afterwards to be
refused, which made them disaffected. The people
throughout this part of the country and the
contiguous districts had at all times been unfriendly
to the British Raj, and there had been several
previous risings in Goomsur and Khoordah, of
which one in 1817 was the most violent.

The chief concocters of the rebellion of
1836, to which we now refer, were three persons,
named Lochan Bissoee, the son of a rebel
pardoned in 1817; Panchoo Naik, a wealthy
middleman of Rorung; and Kirtibas Patsahanee,
the Dala Behera of a decayed castle named Gurh
Arung, who was persuaded by the first and the
second to join their cause. Besides these there
were some fractious Zamindars and their hirelings
from Bengal, who had come over especially to
plan the revolt; and it was by their advice that the
Ooryah races were mainly guided.

The castle of Arung stood in the centre
of a cluster of cliffs, at a short distance inland from
the borders of the Chilka lake. It had a half-ruined
and singular appearance, the singularity being
principally attributable to the construction of the
building in parts and at different periods, without
any attention to architectural uniformity. At the foot
of the castle was a large table-rock which was
selected as the site for a general meeting just
before the revolt broke out. All the disaffected
Khonds and Paiks of Arung and the surrounding
country were summoned to muster here with their
arms, and did so with alacrity; and the chiefs we
have named moved backwards and forwards

among them to incite them to action, encouraging
the impassive and extolling the bold.

“The men are all in excellent spirits,” said
Kirtibas, speaking to Panchoo, who was
distinguished by a bow in his hand decked with
rattles of gold. “You had better take advantage
of their temper and get yourself proclaimed as
their king.”

“That is a post of honour indeed,” replied
Panchoo, “but of danger also, and might well make
one pause before committing himself.”

“You must not shrink from the danger
though,” said Lochan. “We are playing for a high
stake, and must play out the game as bravely as
we may.”

“Why should not Kirtibas or you then
accept the royal post?” asked Panchoo. “Because
the people will not have us, and we have no money
to support the dignity of the office.”

“There must be no hesitation now,”
observed the Narail Baboo, “or the expedition
will come to an end before it has started.” “There
is no hesitation, Sir,” answered Panchoo proudly.
“Deliberation is not hesitation, and it is always
right to appreciate the danger we embrace. I have
made up my mind now, and you may announce
to the people that I have assumed the Raj of
Banpore under the royal name of Sum Sing, and
that I require their assistance to put down the
British power.”

The announcement was made, and was
received with tremendous cheerings; and a rebel
force of about four hundred men was mustered
at once on the spot, and began to increase hourly,
till by the evening of the second day it was nearly
doubled. Among the chiefs who came forward
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were several of the old Goomsur rebels, and at
their suggestion the insurgents proceeded at once
to Banpore to take possession of the place.

“Wherefore to Banpore?’ asked a
Dalbehera named Pritha. “Is not the British power
rather strongly posted there at this moment ?”

“O, no” said the Narail Baboo. “The
sepoys and burkundauzes there, taken together,
do not exceed some eighty or a hundred men.
But they have firearms with them.”

“So have we,” said Lochun. “Let us go
and attack the Police thannah to commence
with.”

“Forward then to Banpore!” cried
Panchoo; and they marched pell-mell, uphill and
downhill, and through cane-brakes and jungle to
get to it.

The thannah at Banpore was a little
fortified place, rather well situated on a rocky
platform. Its walls were of no strength to speak
of, but there was a broad and deep ditch beyond
them, which had to be crossed, and the crossing
was disputed by the thannah guard, who turned
out in numbers to receive their assailants.

“Bring out your muskets,” said the
Darogah to his men, “and shoot at the knaves
bravely;” and three shots were fired by the
Darogah himself, which forced the Khonds and
Paiks to fall back at first in some confusion.

The repulse, however, was only a
momentary one. The sepoys, under the Darogah,
were raw recruits merely, and utterly unskilled in
the use of the muskets they held in their hands;
and their firing was so badly aimed that the
insurgents were easily reassured by their chiefs
to return to the charge.

“Now, or never !” shouted Kirtibas,
rushing into the thickest of the fight, and dealing
lusty strokes with his battle-axe on every side;
and Panchoo and Lochun bringing up their best
trained soldiers to his support, the ditch was soon
crossed, and the thannah captured, the guard,
with the Darogah at their head, betaking to their
heels.

“The day is ours, friends,” cried Panchoo,
exultingly. “Shoot at the mean spirited hirelings
while they are running for their lives.”

“Let us rather push up our success in
other directions,” said Lochun, “that the whole
country may submit to us simultaneously;” and
they followed up their advantage accordingly for
two whole days and nights. As there were no
opponents, however, to fight with, their strength
was mainly exercised in the destruction of houses
and other property; and, after the thannah and
salt-chowkey premises were burnt down, they
fell on the houses of the people and of the foreign
residents of the place, and destroyed them
without pity or remorse. They also extorted large
sums of money from the merchants to make up
the funds required for pushing on the war; and
their physical strength was at the same time largely
augmented by the budmashes of the country
joining them in hopes of plunder.

“We had better proceed to Burkowl
now,’ said Panchoo, “which will place a wider
extent of country under our command;” and this
being generally agreed to they went thither in state,
the Rajah being conveyed in a palkee which had
been procured for him, while Kirtibas and Lochun
accompanied him on horseback, and the rest of
the chieftains on foot. The bustle and excitement
throughout the march was great, and the reception
at Burkowl was as warm as could have been
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anticipated. A large additional force of Paiks
joined them at this place; and, flush of money and
men, the insurgent cause was looking very hopeful
at this time.

“Well, Sanyasi, give us your asirvad,”
said Panchoo, the moment he saw him. “You have
come very late to join us.”

“Don’t say that Rajah, or you will make
us truly sorrowful. The enterprise has only just
commenced; nor have we been idle here either,
for all the men who are joining you at this moment
are of our raising.”

“O, we knew of your arrival betimes,”
remarked the Rajah, “and were watching what
you were doing. Kharga Bahadoor’s reputation
as a soldier has travelled before him, and he
should have the lead of the troops you have
raised.”

This was cheerfully agreed to, and very
great was the assistance rendered to the general
cause both by Kharga Bahadoor and his
companion. But their efforts were spent in petty
skirmishes only. No real opposition on behalf of
the Government was ever attempted at Burkowl
and the surrounding country; and it was torture
alike to Kharga Bahadoor and the Sanyasi to see
the strength of their little army wasted in acts of
mischief and oppression. All the bungalows of the
Salt Department were burnt to the ground, to
which the Sunyasi did not especially object, his
antipathy against the Government being deep-
rooted; but, when the village non-combatants in
Burkowl, Munrajpore, Charpadan, and other
places were wantonly attacked, he strongly
protested against the outrage, and was warmly
backed up by Kharga Bahadoor.

“This will never do,” said both of them
together. “If we act like vultures and jackals,
swooping down upon everyone indiscriminately,
the whole country will be rising up against us to
befriend the English power.”

“Let them do so then,” said Kirtibas “and
we shall put down the country and the English
power together. Woe be to him who attempts to
quench our ardour or to misdirect its operation at
this moment.”

“Would I had understood these savages
aright,” murmured the Sunyasi, regretfully; “they
do not seem to be fit for the work they have
undertaken. This is a mere renewal of the Ferazee
game played out from Narkelberiah, and every
outrage thus committed is sure to hurry on the
day of retribution.”

There was, however, no time now for
reproaches and regrets. The fighting went on as
the Paik chiefs wished it, and opposition, where
offered, was effectually put down. The despoiled
inhabitants of the country saw the destruction of
their effects in blank dismay, and for some time
sought only for any possible means of escape.
Despairing of this they began to become
venturesome; but they still relied more on their
brains than on their arms for relief.

“O, Rajah, you have become the ruler of
our country, and should not hunt down your own
subjects in this fashion,” said a village spokesman,
addressing Panchoo. “We can help you both with
men and money if you will only spare us our
homesteads.”

“Where be your men and money then?”
said Lochun, speaking on behalf of Panchoo.

“Why are they not forthcoming at once?”



78 OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha ReviewISSN 0970-8669

“They are not here, chiefs, but at
Bheempore. We thought you would wish to risk
an attack on Pooree, which alone can give you a
decisive advantage over the English, and have sent
forward our warriors to wait for you on the road,
to join you promptly as you march up.”

“Let us press on to Pooree then,” said
Lochun. “There is no need for trifling away our
time in this place further.”

“You must not be so eager as that,
though,” said the Sunyasi. “The Government
forces are now assembling at Tanghy, and we
should not go forward to meet them till we are
sure of our allies.”

“We are perfectly sure of them,” said
Panchoo. “There is no reason whatever to doubt
that they are well attached to the good cause.”
“But I do suspect them,” said the Sunyasi, “and
will be so bold as to say so. It looks as if they
have lain a trap for us, to ensnare us.”

“Ha! Art thou afeared, Sunyasi?” cried
Lochun grimly, looking him straight in the face.
“If not, why this unseemly agitation when there is
so little occasion for it?’

“I have fought before, chief,’ replied the
Sunyasi,” and boldly too, though I am so much
older and weaker than you are; and I hope to
fight again, even where you will fight yourself. But
this I will say, for the occasion demands of me to
do so, that that chief is not worthy of command
who thinks counsel a proof of cowardice.”

“No quarrel among friends and brethren
here,’ shouted Kirtibas; “no excitement of any sort
till we are baited against the enemy. Forward!
Forward! The Rajah desires every warrior to push
on.” “But we are at the crisis of our fate,” said

Kharga Bahadoor, “and if we are betrayed by
this hurried movement we shall be hopelessly
undone.” “No, no,” said Kirtibas, “both you and
the Sunyasi are too much suspicious. Let us press
on to Bheempore, and, with the additional men
awaiting us there, we shall have but to stretch forth
our arms to secure the possession of Pooree.”

They did move on to Bheempore, and,
as had been feared by the Sunyasi, fell into the
snare laid for them, being enclosed all at once by
a large body of men who had been lying in wait
for them there. Panchoo and Kirtibas were the
first to be captured; but Lochun fell fighting
bravely, resisting his assailants to the last.

“Down with them’ cried he. “Down with
the fiends incarnate who have betrayed us! I at
least shall kill as many of the cowards as I can.
Let those who wish to do likewise follow me.”

Saying this he bounded forward to attack
the human girdle that encompassed them, for he
was a bold man and true, and had never known a
fear; and he was closely followed by the Sunyasi
and Kharga Bahadoor.

“Strike, and strike deep, Kharga
Bahadoor. I am wounded and dying and can do
no more. O, Sunyasi, excuse me my intemperate
words, and avenge my death if you can.”

 The struggle was now hopeless, from the
mass of fresh enemies that came against them from
all sides; and, seeing that it was useless to prolong
it, the Sunyasi broke through the multitude around
him, dragging Kharga Bahadoor with him.

“Come away Kharga Bahadoor, come
away. We can be of no further service here, and
have really not a moment now to lose;” and they
had barely time to escape from the spot, while
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most of the other chiefs who lingered there were
captured, at the same time that word was sent to
the British authorities to come over and take
charge of the prisoners.

“This game too is lost,” said the Sunyasi
to his companion in flight,” and the avengers of
blood will be after us once more. We had better
resume our old names again, and fly.”

“Is there any way out of this untoward
place?”

“We must find one, my son, and may as
well start for the forest country through Nyagurh.”

When the English forces came down to
Bheempore the principal rebels had all been
arrested by the people, and no difficulty was
experienced in tracing up and capturing their

aiders and abettors. In all ninety-two persons were
brought to trial and punished, the Rajah and
Kirtibas, with some old Goomsur rebels, being
transported for life, while the subordinate chiefs
were sentenced to various terms of imprisonment.
The Paiks, or ryots, were allowed to settle down
as peaceful inhabitants, which put out the last
embers of the rebellion; and the people of
Bheempore were handsomely rewarded for the
loyalty they had displayed.

(Excerpt from the Book ‘The Young Zamindar :
His Erratic Wanderings and Eventual Return’,
1985, p.80 — 89)

Dr. Satya Sarangi, Lecturer, Nachuni College, Khurda.
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In the year 1803 Odisha was conquered by the
East India Company. The British became a
powerful ruler of this State. Gajapati ruler of
Khurda rebelled first against the Britishers
opposing their oppressive policies. King
Mukundadev lI and his regent Jayi Rajaguru took
the leadership of the rebellion in 1804. But very
soon this rebellion ended in smoke, with the
hanging of Jayi Rajaguru and surrender of king
Mukundadev II. The economic and administrative
policies of the Britishers did not satisfy the people
of Odisha. Another general rebellion broke out in
Khurda under the active leadership of Buxi
Jagabandhu Bidyadhar Mohapatra of Gada
Rodhanga. He became the leader of the Paikas.
Rebellion of 1817 is a glorious chapter in the
history of Odisha that opened a new era. It is
rightly said to be the first war of independence.
The Britishers were made to flee from Khurda.
Describing its importance a historian said “The
rising was a veritable storm that burst such
relentless fury as to threaten the expulsion of the
British if not from the whole of Odisha at least
from the territory of Khurda”. In this Paika
rebellion, Pindiki Bahubalendra was one of the
greatest fighters who fought bravely against the
mighty Britishers. He was one of the supporters
of Buxi. He was a fearless patriot with the heart

Pindiki Bahubalendra – A Great Fighter

 Pabitra Mohan Barik

of a lion. He was born in village Daruthenga of
Khurda district near Bhubaneswar in 1768.
Pindiki earned the title of Dalei or leader from the
Gajapati of Khurda. When Khurda came under
the British rule, the Britishers abolished the system
of Jagiri. At that time Paikas were not paying land
taxes. In return they used to provide military
assistance when needed. During that time people
of the area were also prohibited to produce salt
from Chilika Lake. They were compelled to
purchase salt imported from England.  As a result
of which Paikas under the leadership Pindiki made
a fuss of collecting revenue in the area of
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Chandaka, Khandagiri, Patia, Malipada,
Paikarapur etc. in order to protest the tyranny of
Britishers perpetrated by revenue collecting
officials and escaped immediately into the jungle
after the loot. Till now there is a big banyan tree
at Goribadi near Mendhasala in the district of
Khurdha known as “Khajanamaru Bata Briksha”,
where Pindiki and his followers plundered the
revenue.

All attempts made to arrest him ended in
air. Lastly the British Govt. declared Rs.1000
reward as a covet bait to have Pindiki under their
belt. Pindiki’s ‘childhood friend Durbijaya
Harichandan, landlord of Malipada betrayed him.
Money and power always overpower men.
Pindiki became the green eyed monster before
the Britishers. Britishers tempted and compelled
Durbijaya Harichandan to elicit information about
Pindiki. One day on a manabasa gurubar of
1820 Durbijaya invited his friend Pindiki to his
house. Then he informed the British police

secretly. Pindiki was given sweets, cakes with
some sedatives. Pindiki became drowsy and later
fainted. The police immediately caught him and
imprisoned him in Barabati fort of Cuttack.

In 1821 Joint Magistrate Mr. Foster gave
a large area only at a throw away price of Rs.373
to Durbijaya Harichandan besides a reward of
Rs.1000 and a copper replica. However one day
Pindiki escaped tactfully, but the police followed
him till he became their victim. He was shot dead.

He was one of the great lovers of the
motherland. He sacrificed his life for liberating the
country. History remembers him as a great fighter,
a remarkable hero, and a martyr.

Pabitra Mohan Barik, Lecturer in History, Sanatan
Harichandan Mahavidyalaya, Madanpur, Khurda –
752054.
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A Gallant Freedom Fighter
Champa Devi

Chittaranjan Mishra

“The impatience of some sisters to join the good
fight is to me a healthy sign. In this non-violent
warfare, contribution should be much greater than
men’s. To call women, the weaker sex, is liable.
If by strength is meant moral power, the women
are immeasurably men’s superior.”

M.K.Gandhi

Emergence of M.K.Gandhi in Indian
Politics ushered a new era in the history of India
and with discovery of a new weapon like “non-
violence” passive resistance gave new spirit to
the freedom fighters. This weapon which could
be easily handled by men and women, the rich
and the poor, the learned and the ignorant,
attracted large number of women to participate
in the freedom struggle of India. Again the gallant
leadership of Mrs Annie Besant gave strength,
courage and inspiration to Indian Women. As a
result of which a number of women’s
organizations were established in different places
of Odisha such as Bharat Shri Mahamandal in
1910, Bengal Mahila Samiti in 1930, (established
by Saroj Nalini Dutta), Women’s India
Association in 1917, Seva Sadana by Mrs
Ramabati Ranade at Poone.

Like all other parts of India women in large
number of Odisha also participated in national

movement. Gandhiji visited Berhampur town in
1921 and addressed a massive rally at its barracks
ground. A special and separate meeting for Odia
women were organized by the Congress leaders,
in which M.K. Gandhi gave courage and
inspiration to Odia women to participate in
National movement. It had been seen for the first
time that Odia women came out of the four walls
of the house to attend a public meeting by
breaking the age old tradition like “Asuryam
Pashya” (indoor life). As a result in 1924 first
Odia women’s association was formed at
Berhampur town, all Odisha women’s conference
was organized at Cuttack and first women’s
educational conference was organized by
Sailabala Das at Cuttack in 1928.

In Odisha a hundred and thousands of
women played important roles as orators,
picketeers, and leaders. They gladly accepted all
type of challenges and hardships on the way of
freedom struggle in 1930 during Civil
Disobedience Movement. Salt Satyagrahis like
Sarala Devi and Malati Devi paid an extensive
visit to the remote villages of Ganjam district. The
main purpose was to raise funds and increase the
number of Satyagrahis. Being inspired by these
activities one Odia woman known as Champa
Devi joined the National movement.
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Early Life:

On 23rd March 1903 Champa Devi was
born at Ambapua near Berhampur. Her father
was Yudhisthir Padhy and mother was Aparti
Devi. She was given in marriage to Krushna
Mohana Padhy of Dura near Gopalpur of Ganjam
district. But they used to stay at Manjusha, as her
father in law Harihara Padhy was a priest of the
Jagannath temple of Manjusha. To her misfortune
her husband faced a prematured death  and she
became widow at the age of nineteen.

Participation in Freedom Struggle:

In course of time she came under the
influence of Jayamangala Ratha, Rama Devi,
Sarala Devi and Kuntala Kumari Sabat and left
home by breaking all restrictions of a orthodox
Brahmin family with her only female child
(daughter) Sakuntala to join the freedom struggle.
First she went to Baleswar and stayed there for
some years. During Civil Disobedience
Movement she participated in salt satyagraha.
There she established an orphanage. But due to
some management disturbances the orphanage
was closed within a very short period. In the
meanwhile she gave her daughter in marriage at
Puri. Then she returned to Berhampur and
continued her activities of social service.

In 1942, the last phase of freedom
struggle launched by Indian National Congress
after adoption of the resolution of the Quit India
Movement on 07.08.1942 in Bombay Session.
The British Government declared all the Congress
organizations illegal. All frontline leaders were
arrested and put behind the bar. In many regions
of Odisha local leaders took the leadership of Quit
India Movement and spearheaded it. Champa
Devi was one of them who continued the
movement at Berhampur and its peripheries under

her able leadership. At last she came to the range
of the sight of British Government and was
arrested. She was behind the bar of Bhanjanagar
jail for eight month in the year 1945.

Period of Social Work :

After her release from Bhanjanagara Jail,
she stayed at Badadhoba street and established
an orphanage there. But it was also closed like
Baleswar orphanage due to management
disturbance. In 1957 she established her third
orphanage at Babajitata street of Berhampur, later
on it was shifted to the place of present Geeta
Bhabana which was inaugurated by H.K.Mahtab.
In her last life she selected tribal dominated district
Phulbani as a suitable place for social work. She
entered into Phulbani town in 1964 with her two
grand sons (Binaya and Bijaya) and one grand
daughter (Geetanjali). For some days she paid a
visit to Purunakatak of present Boudh District to
render social service to the local people. But after
some months she returned back to Phulbani town.
She stayed for the first time at Contractorpada,
then shifted to Amalapada and at last spent her
rest of the life at Forest Colony in a rented house.
At Kendupadara near Phulbani she established an
orphanage which was inaugurated by the then RDC
V.S. Mathews with the presence of Kailash Mishra
the then Collector (1972-74). Later on it was
undertaken by the government and named as
Gapabandhu Balashram. Presently it is under the
control of DSW, Phulbani. On 15th August 1972
she was invited to New Delhi on the eve of the
Silver Jubilee celebration of Independence Day,
and was rewarded as a freedom fighter by Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister.

 Last Days :

During Civil Disobedience Movement she
donated some of her gold and Silver ornaments
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to Orissa Congress Committee and rest of the
ornaments were sold and spent for the orphans
stayed in the orphanage of Kendupadara, near
Phulbani. So in her last life she was in economic
hardship. To her misfortune she was suffering from
mouth cancer and shifted to Cuttack medical for
treatment. There, she was under treatment for
seven to eight months. As there was no symptom
of any improvement of her health she returned
back to Phulbani. Lastly on 3rd March 1977 she
passed away from this world leaving behind some
memorable footprints in the history of Freedom
struggle.
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Chittaranjan Mishra is  a Lecturer in History,
Panchayat College Phiringia, Kandhamal.
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Laxmi Panda :
The Forgotten Soldier of a Lost Army

Anil Dhir

When you go home, tell them of us and say,
for your tomorrow, we gave our today’.

This is the thoughtful epitaph that is
inscribed on the plaque at the Indian National
Army’ Memorial at Moirang near Manipur’s
capital Imphal. It was in Moirang that the flag of
the Indian National Army was first hoisted on
Indian soil on April 14, 1944.

As Indians, many of us fail to realise the
impact of what these freedom fighters did for us
75 years ago. The freedom that we take for
granted today has been given to us by people
who are no longer alive to tell us how they lived
each day during those tough and trying times. We
should remember not only those freedom fighters
who are well known, but also those who died in
the freedom struggle without having their names
honoured. Countless ordinary Indians have made
sacrifices for our freedom. Our Independence was
won due to the efforts of this silent army that
trudged difficult paths and endured hardships,
without a thought for praise or reward.

Laxmi Indira Panda was among the
countless Indians who fought for the country’s
freedom. Laxmi Panda was one of the youngest
members of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s

Indian National Army and the only Odia woman
to have enlisted.

Post the Great Famine of Orissa, the
British were taking a lot of indentured labourers
from Ganjam to the rubber plantations and
railways being made in Burma. Huge contingents
of labourers would he shipped out from the
Gopalpur port and taken to Rangoon. From the
period of 1880 to 1925, nearly 60,000 such
workers were sent to Burma. Even today
remnants of them are found scattered all over the
country. Laxmi Panda’s parents too formed a part
of this workers army.

Laxmi Rath was born sometime in 1930.
She was born in a camp near Rangoon where
her parents were engaged in the Railways being
laid in Burma. She had early memories of the
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exploitation of the workers by the Gora Sahibs,
and clearly recalled that she too was engaged in
the job of cutting grass of the horses of the white
supervisors.

When the Japanese overran parts of
Burma in 1942, British air bombardments became
a daily routine. Her father was employed by the
local unit of Subhas Bose's Indian National Army,
and both her parents were killed in a British air
raid. The young Laxmi Rath and her even younger
brother were orphaned. The siblings were mute
witnesses of the death of their parents.

The determination to avenge the death of
her parents made her go to the nearby
I.N.A.Camp where she begged for enrollment in
the rank and file. The frail Laxmi was hardly
fourteen years of age, and was refused by the
Camp commanders. However she stayed put
outside the Camp gates, and when Subhas Bose
came for inspection she blocked his way. She was
personally taken aside to him, and her
determination melted the hearts of the I.N.A.
leaders.

She was taken in the Rani Jhansi
Regiment under Captain Lakshmi Sehgal. Initially
she was given soft jobs of housekeeping and
cooking, but the young Laxmi soon proved her
mettle and won the hearts of her superiors. She
trained in swordsmanship, shooting and
espionage. As she was well versant with the
Burmese Language, she was often sent across
enemy lines for recce and collection of intelligence.
When I met her in 2007, she recollected working
with the famous Janaki Thevar, Gown, Shah
Nawaz Khan, Sehgal and Dhillon. Unfortunately,
her brother soon went missing and was never
found.

Laxmi Panda recollected that Netaji
personally gave her a new name “Indira”, to avoid
confusing her with the far more famous Lakshmi
(Captain Lakshmi Sehgal). Netaji told her that in
the I.N.A she would be henceforth known as
Indira, and this name struck.

I met Captain Lakshmi Sehgal at Kanpur
in June 2008. At the age of ninety three, she
recollected this incident. I showed her Laxmi
Panda’s photographs, nostalgia brought tears in
her eyes. She vividly recollected Indira being the
youngest soldier in her regiment.

Six months of intensive arms training in
Burma shaped Laxmi into battle readiness for the
onward march to the battlefront on the India-
Burma border. She recollects the war time
incidents of travelling by railways flatcars, the
trenches and dugouts, the bombing sorties and
the Japanese compatriots who fought alongside
her. She was injured by shrapnel, the scars of
which she still carried till her death.

Laxmi Panda recalled how Netaji had
instructed her regiment to break into groups of
150 to move out of Rangoon when the INA was
retreating. Laxmi was in the second group that
was led by Janaki Thevar and had a rough retreat,
their train was bombed and the women had to
walk to Bangkok-it took 26 days of night marches
braving bombs and machine guns firing at them.
Food was scarce, they ate roots and boiled
leaves. Many a time they went hungry for days,
even eating the flesh of the pack horses that had
died.

Laxmi was right by the side of Netaji up
till the time he gave the call for disbandment of
the I.N.A. She recollects seeing Netaji at
Singapore on the 12th August 1945 : “I never saw
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him again. A week later, I heard that he had died
in a plane crash,” she said in an emotion ridden
voice, and yes, she never believed that Netaji died
as reported.

After the surrender of Singapore, the
arrested members of the Indian National Army
were classed as white’, ‘black’, or ‘grey’
according to the perceived innocence or
culpability of their motives. Laxmi Panda had been
classified as white, meaning that she was a
hardcore war criminal. Even the British Secret
Service agents were baffled by this petite
teenaged girl who had wielded .303 Lee Enfield
rifles. They let her go free; even the British would
not arrest persons who were less than 16 years
of age. Laxmi then sailed back to India in a tramp
steamer. At Chittagong harbour the British secret
police once again arrested all the I.N.A soldiers,
and Laxmi had vivid memories of throwing all her
papers, medals and her I.N.A uniform overboard.
She too was arrested again, but seeing her frail
health and young age they let her go.

Laxmi went back to Burma, but she found
that she was an alien there. Finding no one of her
kin there, the young girl made her way hack to
Orissa, the home of her parents, a place that she
had never seen, but only heard of. Most of the
journey from Burma was on foot, however she
remembers coming to Berhampur and with the
help of a few I.N.A veterans got accommodation
and work. She married another I.N.A veteran
Khageswar Panda in 1951. Her husband got a
job as a driver in Hirakud, where the big dam
was being built, and the next few ears were spent
happily. Her troubles began after her husband died
in 1976. Left all alone with an alcoholic son, she
had to work as a domestic servant, a day labourer
and a store attendant, working for a pittance to
eke out a living.

The Government of Orissa recognized
Laxmi Panda as a freedom fighter. This recognition
entitled her to a meagre pension of Rs.1000/-
every month. However freedom fighter status had
been denied to her at the Centre despite several
INA veterans, including Captain Lakshmi Sehgal
corroborating her role. The fact that she had never
been to jail was a lacunae. The British Secret
Service agents, who let the frail young girl go free
from Chittagong harbour, did her a grave injustice.
Had she been arrested, she would have been
given a pension of at least Rs.15000/- per month,
enough to meet her medical needs and keeping
her no good son’s extended family maintained.

I  got references about her from the
Netaji Research Bureau at Calcutta while I was
doing a research on the I.NA. during June 2007.
The name of Laxmi Indira Panda had cropped
up in many places, and a few local I.N.A veterans
from Calcutta too had told me about her exploits
in Burma. All I could gather was that she was a
brave Odia lady, who had fought alongside Netaji
and Lakshmi Sehgal in Burma and had survived
to come back. I was curious and eager to meet
her, as she was the only Odia lady to serve in the
I.N.A.

It took me a full six months to locate her.
I went to places afar as Berhampur, Hinjilicut,
Phulbani, Angul and Paralakhemundi before I
found her at Jeypore in Koraput. She was living
in a small hut in a slum along with her son and his
family. The one room broken down shanty in
Nakarchi Street was home for a family of ten.
She had languished in this slum for years, stricken
with poverty and ill health, but even this little
comfort has been snatched away from her. Her
alcoholic son had thrown her out, and this proud
icon was spending her days (and nights) at
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different places, thanks to a few kind hearted
benevolent persons.

The Collector of Koraput had allotted her
a small piece of land to build her home, but this is
little solace. At the age of eighty years, Laxmi
Panda certainly could not build her home. She
had to undergo an eye operation and kept very
poor health.

For forty years this proud lady had been
writing and petitioning to the union government
to accord her rightful pension and give her the
recognition that was due to her.

When I first met her in June 2007, she
was a cynical and frustrated person, who had given
up all hope. It took me a dozen visits to Jeypore
before I could convince her that her fight could
and would be continued. She told me that Giridhar
Gamango, when he was the Chief Minister, sent
her to Delhi for two weeks, but even his approach
had been in vain. She showed me letters that were
written by eminent persons including Lalit
Mansingh, the Army Chief, many Ministers, but
nothing had been done.

I got word of this and rushed to Jeypore
and with great difficulty convinced that I would
take her battle to the powers that be at Delhi. I
brought her back with me to Bhubaneswar and
kept her with me. Her health improved and she
was happy to meet all the people to flock to see
her. I knew that it would be very difficult to present
her case as she did not have any documents to
prove her involvement in the INA. All she had
was sheaves of petitions, letters and newspapers
cuttings which had highlighted her plight.

I took it upon myself to see that she got
her due. I began my task from tile Netaji Research

Bureau at Kolkata; the people there were not very
cooperative. In the next six months I travelled all
over the country gathering every bit of evidence
that I could on the INA and the role of Lakshmi
Panda in the Rani Jhansi Regiment. Surprisingly I
hit pay dirt at the National Archives at New Delhi
and at the INA Museum at Salimgarh Fort in
Delhi. I could even get photographs of Lakshmi
Panda in her uniform.

I had got information that a huge stock of
documents were with a person who shall remain
unnamed at Port Blair in the Andaman. I went
there and got hold of details, even her gun number.
The name of her compatriots, her pay details were
all there. I made copies of the same.

I even got letters and affidavits from other
INA veterans, including one from Lakshmi Sehgal
at Kanpur. I travelled to Imphal, Kanpur, Delhi,
Amritsar, Jammu, Chennai and Port Blair for
gathering all the information. I used to bring back
the details and when I showed them to Lakshmi
Panda, she would be so excited, at times weeping
of the old days. When I told her the names of her
fellow fighters, she recollected so much more.

Within six months I had a six inch thick
dossier, photographs, testimonials, copies of
written and printed documents. All along, Lakshmi
Panda was staying with me, and for the first time
she got a ray of hope that she would get her due
from the nation.

I wrote to the President of India, telling
her of the plight of this poor lady. I wrote of Netaji
and the clarion call of “Delhi Chalo” that he had
given to his fighters. The dream of unfurling the
tricolour at the ramparts of the Red Fort was what
had driven his army to fight in the inhospitable
jungle conditions of Burma. Laxmi Panda too
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wanted to go to Delhi to honour the allegiance
and promise that she had made to Netaji. I sent
the complete dossier to the President’s Office. It
took only a week for the President’s Office to
acknowledge and she called me and Lakshmi
Panda to Delhi.

Laxmi Panda met the President of India
at the Rastrapati Bhavan on 12th August 2008. I
had the privilege of accompanying her. The frail
fighter refused the offer of a wheel chair even
though the carpeted corridors seemed like miles.
The passage was lined with many framed paintings
and photos of our national heroes, and Laxmi
Panda stopped in front of all the heroes whom
she recognised and gave a crisp INA salute.

The ADC to the President had told us
that we would have five minutes with her
Excellency. We were ushered into the room
where Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil received her.
The five minutes passed into an hour, the President
of India listened to her tale and was moved to
tears. The empathy was visible. She repeatedly
asked Laxmi Panda what her desire was, if she
had any wants or if there was anything that the
Government could do for her. “Just give me my
due” was all Laxmi Panda said. The President of
India offered her a purse of Rs.1/- lakh, which
Laxmi Panda refused to accept. On my insistence
she took a token amount of Rs.10,000/-.

The President kept her promise. Laxmi
Panda was conferred the Rashtriya Swatantra

Sainik Samman on the 25th of October 2008.
However she did not live long enough after that.
Just two weeks later she breathed her last and
her only glory was that she died as a martyr.

Laxmi Panda was given a State funeral.
The Nation recognised her contribution, albeit very
late. She may have died unsung, but her
determination and fight, which lasted a good
seventy years should be remembered by each and
every son of the soil.

More than 600 soldiers in the ranks and
file of the INA were Odias. Many of them gave
up their lives in the Burma front. Most of them
were from South Odisha, having gone as
indentured labourers in the plantations and
railways in Malaysia, Burma and Singapore.
There should be a fitting memorial to these brave
Odias. Their stories should be told.

It is time, that a fitting commemorative
memorial is set up in the State. Inscribed on the
pillar should be the names of all the so far identified
patriots who lost their lives and liberties fighting
for the motherland. This is the least that the
present generation could do in memory of those
brave men and women.

Anil Dhir lives at 112, Vaishno Villa, Satyanagar,
Bhubaneswar-751007. E-mail : anildhir2k5@hotmail.com
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Chakradhar Parida :
A Forgotten Hero of Azad Hind Fouj

Braja Paikaray

Patriot Chakradhar Parida, a prominent
freedom fighter of Odisha and the former

Odia recruiting officer of Indian National Army
was born at Gadabanikilo in the erstwhile princely
state of Ranapur of
Nayagada district on 8th
February 1919 as the
youngest son of Bisoi
Samanta Harihar Parida
and Smt. Tara Devi. He was
the younger brother of
Saheed Dibakar Parida, the
mastermind of Ranapur
Rebellion and an illustrious
son of Odisha.

It was the eventful
year of 1938. The Ranapur
Praja Movement was
gaining momentum under
the able guidance of Patriot
Dibakar. As per the
instruction  of his elder brother, young Chakradhar
was collecting secret information relating to
activities of loyal subjects and the tyrant amalas
of Ranapur king. He was also keeping close
contacts with the freedom fighters and Congress
workers of different parts of Ranapur State as
well as Khurda Khasmahal area and was passing

secret information. Somehow the news relating
to the activities of young Chakradhar was
informed to Ranapur King, and as a result of which
warrant of arrest was issued against him. At that

time Chakradhar was staying
at his elder sister's house in
Goudiapada village of
Khurda Khasmahal in
order to avoid the police
arrest.

On 5th January 1939
Mr. R.L. Bazelgettee, the
British Political agent of
Princely States of Odisha
was killed by the angry mob
and the British Police were
keen to arrest the patriot
brothers Dibakar, Ratnakar
and Chakradhar.

Freedom fighter
Ratnakar secretly left Odisha

and stayed underground in Kolkata. Freedom
fighter Chakradhar left Odisha, arrived at Kolkata
and went to Burma (Myanmar) by ship. Arriving
at Rangoon, the then capital city of Burma,
Chakradhar managed to stay at an Odia hotel on
27th street of Rangoon. In course of time,
Chakradhar came in contact with Late Harihar
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Patnaik of Ganjam district who was the owner of
an Odia Press situated on 37th street of Rangoon
City. Chakradhar got an appointment in the
aforesaid Odia Press with a remuneration of
Rs.15.00 (Rupees fifteen) per month. While
working at the Odia Press, Chakradhar got
information that jobs are easily available for
matriculates at Hendamine Iron mines of Tabhei,
Burma and went there to test his future.
Chakradhar got an appointment as a mechanic in
the workshop of Hendamine.

It was the period of Second World War.
The soldiers of Japan had already invaded Burma.
On 11th December 1941, the Japanese soldiers
had made bombardment on the oil tank of Tabhei
and had razed it to the dust. The poetic heart of
Chakradhar could not but express the matter
through Odia verses which showed his poetic
talent. After the bombardment on Tabhei oil tank
by the Japanese soldiers, Chakradhar had been
to that place along with his friends. The area was
already under the control of the Japanese.

While traveling, by chance Chakradhar
and his friends became face to face with Japanese
soldiers who ordered them to surrender.
Chakradhar and his friends accompanied the
Japanese soldiers to Mianmiu town from Tabhei.
At Mianmiu, heavy battle was going on between
the British and Japanese soldiers. From Mianmiu,
Chakradhar went to Pegu town and after that to
Rangoon, the capital city of the then Burma. At
Rangoon an organisation namely "Indian
Independence League" was working for the
freedom of India. Chakradhar first joined in
"Indian Independence League" and finally joined
in Indian National Army, popularly known as Azad
Hind Fouj of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

On 5th July 1943 Netaji arrived at
Singapore and on 21st October 1943, the Azad

Hind Government was formed and war was
declared against the Britishers. While Netaji
Subhash arrived at Singapore, about 50,000 (fifty
thousand) Indian soldiers had been made captive
by Japanese inside the jail as war prisoners fighting
on behalf of the British Govt.

These Indian soldiers came out of the jail
due to the intervention of Netaji Subhash, who
later on joined the Azad Hind Fouj.

Netaji Subhash arrived at Burma on 7th
January 1944. Chakradhar met Netaji Subhash
at Kambei and revealed his identification. Netaji
became pleased with Chakradhar and knowing
that he was an Odia, appointed him as the
recruiting Officer of Azad Hind Fouj. Chakradhar
got military training at Kambei military training
centre.

On 19th March 1944, Azad Hind Fouj
marched from Rangoon towards the Border of
Assam en-route Pegu town, and gave a crushing
defeat to British Army. It occupied Kohima,
Dimapur, Imphal and the Didim mines area of
Eastern India.

The Indian National Army or Azad Hind
Fouj consisted of different military Brigades,
namely Gandhi Brigade, Nehru Brigade, Subhas
Brigade and Jhansi Rani Laxmi Bai Brigade.
Chakradhar was fighting against the British Army
in the battle field under the command of Major
Prem Singh of Subhas Brigade.

In the meantime, Atom Bombs were
dropped by American soldiers on two prosperous
cities of Japan namely Hirosima and Nagasaki
which were completely destroyed, devastated and
ruined. Japan accepted its defeat in the World
War.

It had been agreed between Netaji
Subhash and the Japanese Government that the
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Japanese would give both military and financial
aid to Azad Hind Fouj at the time of need. But as
the Japanese were defeated by Axis power in
Second World War, they could not provide any
financial or military aid to Azad Hind Fouj.  Further
due to lack of proper military equipments, odd
atmosphere and natural obstacles, the fate of
Azad Hind Fouj was sealed and Britishers became
victorious.

Patriot Chakradhar was taken captive as
a war prisoner by the British soldiers on 18th
March 1945 and was imprisoned in Rangoon
Central Jail. On 24th March 1946, the war
prisoners of Azad Hind fouj were set free from
Rangoon Central Jail and patriot Chakradhar
returned to India by ship.

The people of Kolkata had felicitated the
soldiers of Azad Hind Fouj for their deep
patriotism and unflinching devotion towards the
country. A relief committee headed by Mr. Sarat
Bose, the brother of Netaji Subhash Bose was
giving financial aid to the soldiers of Azad Hind
Fouj so that they can safely return to their birth
places. Patriot Chakradhar returned to Cuttack
from Kolkata by train and went to Cuttack Town
Hall where arrangements had been made to
felicitate the soldiers of Azad Hind Fouj.
Chakradhar attended the felicitation ceremony and
met Dr. Harekrushna Mahatab, Nabakrushna
Chaudhury, Pabitra Mohan Pradhan, Sudhir Bose
and revealed his identity. Later on, in the year
1948 Chakradhar got an appointment in Hirakud
Dam by Dr. Mahatab.

In course of time, patriot Chakradhar
served in Rourkela Steel Plant as Asst. foreman
and retired from service in the year 1980. After
retirement, Chakradhar returned to his native
village Gadabanikilo and took active part in social
service. Being requested by the people of his area,
Chakradhar filed nomination papers, contested
the election and was elected as the Sarpanch of
Khairpalli Gram Panchayat under Ranapur Block.
In the year 1986, patriot Chakradhar organised
and formed the Ex-Indian National Army
Association and was elected as its President by
the Ex-soldiers of Azad Hind Fouj.

Freedom fighter Chakradhar Parida had
been duly honoured by the then Prime Minister
Smt. Indira Gandhi and Prime Minister Rajib
Gandhi in the year 1982 and 1988 respectively
due to his selfless dedication in the freedom
struggle of India. Patriot Chakradhar, the
prominent freedom fighter and illustrious son of
Odisha passed away to his heavenly abode on
12th January 2001. He would be remembered
by the people of Odisha for his self-sacrifice,
patriotism and unflinching devotion towards the
motherland.

Braja Paikaray was Ex-Addl. Govt. Pleader and lives at
342/B, Jagamara, (Barabari), Bhubaneswar-30.
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Parbati Giri :
 The Outstanding Women Freedom Fighter

Saroj Kumar Panda

The women freedom fighters of Odishaplayed
a significant role in the Indian Freedom

Struggle. They have occupied a permanent place
in the pages of Indian history. Among the notable
women freedom fighters of
OdishaRama Devi, Malati
Choudhury, Annapurna
Maharana, Jambobati Devi,
Prabhabati Devi and Parbati Giri
were equally important. Some
were born in aristocratic family
and some in poor families of
unknown and uncharted villages.
But time and circumstances
forced them to break the lofty
ideals of the society and joined
in the national stream of freedom
movement.

Among the prominent
women freedom fighters of Orissa, Parbati Giri,
the Mother Teresa of Western Odishawas born
at Samlaipadar village near Bijepur of present
Bargarh district and undivided Sambalpur district
in the year 1926. By the time Parbati Giri took
birth, the message of the freedom movement of
India had already reached the villages of Orissa.
The voice of freedom movement was heard in

the countless villages of Orissa.  Samlaipadar
village had great name and fame during that time
and was a centre of political activities. The
freedom fighters like Laxminarayan Mishra,
Durga Prasad Guru, Bhagirathi Pattanayak and

his wife Jambobati Pattanaik,
Fakira Behera went to
Samlaipadar to meet
Ramchandra Giri, the uncle of
Parbati Giri.

They had gone to
Samlaipadar and discussed
about the plans and programmes
of Congress. Parbati Giri at that
time was reading in the school.
But she was interested to attend
the meeting of freedom fighters
and was inspired by their ideas.
Her educational qualification was

upto class three. In the minor age she moved from
village to village and collected primary members
of Congress. A Congress meeting was organized
at Samlaipadar in the year 1937. In this meeting
many freedom fighters requested the father of
minor girl Parbati Giri to spare her for doing
organizational work of Congress. Just after one
year in 1938 a great assembly of Congress
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workers was held at Samlaipadar. Distinguished
leaders like Malati Choudhury and Pranakrushna
Padhiari gave their valuable speeches. Then the
next day they pressurized the father of Parbati
Giri to allow his daughter to join in the
organizational work of Congress. After giving a
difficult test Parbati Giri was allowed to go to the
Bari Ashram of Rama Devi.

During the age of conservatism and
dogmatism a girl of minor age left home and went
to the Bari Ashram. It  is undoubtedly a wonderful
achievement. Her love and dedication to the
society forced her father to give permission. There
was no good communication system at that time.
So it was a daring feat by a girl who had gone
from a small and insignificant village like
Samlaipadar to Bari Ashram of Jajpur. Parbati
Giri left home on 14th January 1938. At that time
Prabhabati Devi, another girl (child widow) of
Bargarh also agreed to go with Parbati Giri. The
family members of Prabhabati also tried to
convince both the girls to return home. But their
efforts turned in vain. Inspite of all such obstacles
they proceeded to Bari Ashram. On the way, they
halted at Arigaon in the home of Reba Roy. In the
next day they reached the Bari Ashram. Both of
them met Rama Devi, Gopabandhu Choudhury
and others.

The Ashram of those days were
established on high moral value system, which
cannot be compared with modern Ashram. Those
Ashrams were called "Sangrami Sibira" and
"Ahimsa tirtha".  Gopabandhu Choudhury was
also a remarkable man. He resigned from the post
of Deputy Collector by the call of Mahatma
Gandhi and dedicated himself for the freedom
struggle. So young Parbati Giri was directly
inspired by the ideas of Gopabandhu Choudhury

and Rama Devi and equally influenced by
Mahatma Gandhi. During her life in the Ashram,
Parbati Giri had done commendable job and
extended her love and affection to all. She learned
many things in Bari Ashram, which helped her in
later stage. In the year 1940, direct Satyagraha
started. All the Ashrams came to be known as
Sangrami Sibira and the boarders were the
freedom fighters. Parbati Giri returned back to
her village and did Congress work in Bargarh,
Sambalpur, Padampur, Panimara, Ghens etc. At
that time Parbati Giri did not stay in her home.
She moved from village to village, and organized
meetings against the alien rule. She gave training
of weaving and thread making in  villages like
Samlaipadar, Barpali, Panimora, Sarandapali and
Dalaipara of Sambalpur town. When Parbati Giri
came to Sambalpur she stayed with Kamala Devi,
the mother of Sraddhakar Supakar. She actively
participated in the Khadi Andolon of Mahatma
Gandhi.

The Quit India Movement was started in
the year 1942. The thunderous sound of this
movement was reflected in countless villages of
Orissa. The prominent villages where pioneers of
freedom movement were born are Samlaipadar,
Panimara, Ghens etc. The following persons such
as Ramachandra Giri, Ujjal Giri, Dwitiya Giri,
Kuber Giri, Mangal Giri and Dwadesi Rana were
taken as prisoners and sent to Bargarh jail.

Once young Parbati Giri accompanied
with a group of boys and gave anti-British slogans.
But due to her minor age, the police personnel
were unable to arrest her. Next day Parbati Giri
with three boys arrived in the office of SDO at
Bargarh during the time of Quit India Movement.
Parbati Giri the young girl got up to the chair of
S.D.O. and acted as a judge. Another boy played
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the role of an advocate and other became peon.
At that time SDO entered into the office and
young Parbati Giri ordered the peon to bring the
culprit tied with a rope. The police personnel
surrounded the young girl in the Court and tried
to get her down from the chair. Due to her anti-
government activities, she was imprisoned for two
years. Her internal aim was to resist the imperialist
and colonial rule of the Britishers.

Another remarkable event in the life of
Parbati Giri occurred at Bargarh Court. She had
gone to the Bargarh Bar where the lawyers had
sat. The pre-matured girl ordered the lawyers to
vacate the Court. Her aim was to non-cooperate
the British officials in legal matters. Some lawyers
left the court and those who did not vacate were
given two bangles (chudi) each as presentation.
From that incident the valour and courage of
Parbati Giri was clearly known. She has done so
many reformative works in her lifetime and has
been inspired by the high ideals of Gandhi. She
was a glaring star of Orissa.

Parbati Giri came from an unknown
village of Western Orissa. But by dint of her

achievements, she has occupied a unique place
not only in the history of Odishabut also in the
history of India. She was not only a freedom
fighter but also an ideal social reformer. Her
service to the destitute and orphans has boldly
established her name. She was not only an
outstanding personality but also an institution by
herself.
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Lokanath Panda :

The Principal Advisor of  Veer Surendra Sai

Sasanka Sekhar Panda

Surendra Sai was arrested in 1840 and sent
to Hazaribagh Jail for conspiracy and revolt

against the-then Puppet Ruler of Sambalpur,
named Narayan Singh (1833-1849). Surendra
Sai raised his arms as he was a notable claimant
to the gadee of Sambalpur. He was a descendent
from Raja Madhakar Sai, the
fourth Chauhan king of
Sambalpur (Reigning Period:
circa 1630-1650). When the last
king Maharaja Sai died in 1927,
leaving no male son but only two
daughters, the widow queen Rani
Mohan Kumari was put on the
gadee by the British authorities.
After her, the gadee was given to
Narayan Singh on 11th October,
1833 and he continued till 1849.

The installation of a Rani
created discontentment and the
contingent of the Ramgarh Battalion stationed at
Sambalpur could not coup with the situation. As
the rebellion under the true claimant to the gadee
(Surendra Sai) could not be put down, the
Britishers deposed Mohan Kumari and installed
Narayan Singh. The revolution of Surendra Sai
against the Raja continued unabated and Britishers
were in search of pretext to punish him. The

opportunity came in 1840, when Surendra Sai
attacked the Zamindar of Rampur
(Brajarajnagar), Dariar Singh,who was a strong
supporter of Raja Narayan Singh. Although the
Zamindar escaped in this attack, his son and
grandson were killed by the rebels and his house

was destroyed. Then the Raja with
the help of Britishers could capture
Surendra Sai, his brother Udanta
and uncle (kaka) Balaram, who
were sent to Hazaribagh Jail for
confinement.

Raja Narayan Singh died in 1849
and as he had no son, under the
provisions of the Doctrine of Lapse
the Sambalpur kingdom was
merged into the Company Rule in
1849. It was made a part of the
North West Frontier Agency

(created in 1834 with Ranchi as the headquarters
of the Agent to the Governor General under the
Regulation XIII of 1833 after the Kol Rebellion
of 1831-32). Dr. J. Cadenhead was appointed
as the Principal Assistant Agent of Sambalpur in
December 1849. The direct administration
assumed by the British Government was not liked
by the people of all sections.
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The new Government immediately after
taking over administration made a fresh settlement
of lands, and the revenue was at once raised
enormously by one fourth.

The fiscal policy of the new Government
gave rise to widespread discontentment among
the land-owners.

In July 1857 the detachments of 7th and
8th Bengal Native Infantry were sent to
Hazaribagh from Patna. They revolted on the 30th
July. The Companies of the Ramgarh Light
Infantry Battalion were despatched from Doronda
under Lt. Graham to Hazaribagh to disarm the
rebellious Sepoys, but the Ramgarh Sepoys also
joined the mutineers. They broke open both
District Jail and Agency Jail of Hazaribagh and
set all prisoners free. There were 32 prisoners
from Odisha and the Tributary Mahals. Surendra
Sai with his brother Udanta Sai travelled through
forest tracts almost unaided facing great hazards
as the rainfall was heavy and they had to cross
many flooded hill streams, before reaching
Sambalpur.

Surendra Sai and  his brother Udanta Sai
reached Sasan village, situated at a distance of
only ten kms. from Sambalpur town and camped
in the nearby jungles in October,1857 and started
preparations to strike. Two Sepoys of the
Ramgarh Light Infantry, sent by Capt. Leigh with
a parwanah for Surendra Sai and Udanta Sai
reported on return that "the two Baboos had with
them about two thousand men of whom about
one thousand with match-locks (desi bandhuk)'.
As reported in the letter No.57. dated 8th
October 1857 of Capt. Leigh to Capt. Dalton he
had grave doubt about the trustworthiness of the
Rajahs and Zamindars of Sambalpur area, who
were secretly supporting Surendra Sai.

In the morning of 7th October, 1857
Surendra Sai entered Sambalpur accompanied
by 1000 to 1200 armed men, and met Capt.
Leigh and explained him that if the govt. will remit
the remaining part of his sentences, he would like
to remain in peace. Next morning when Surendra
Sai met Capt. Leigh for the second time, he told
Surendra to disperse his forces and wait for govt.
order on their petitions. Therefore Surendra
instructed his brother Udant to return to their
native village Khinda with all followers, leaving
behind only twenty followers for him at Sambalpur.
Thereafter Surendra Sai was living innocently in
his residence at Sambalpur, being strongly guarded
by his armed followers. But when he got inkling
of large concentration of British troops, he started
suspecting the behaviour of Capt. Leigh and
escaped courageously in the night of 31st October
from Sambalpur to Khinda on horse back. There
heralded the great revolution called 'Ulgulaan' of
Sambalpur at Khinda, the native village of
Surendra Sai. After that he had never looked
back. He moved from place to place and gave a
tough time to the Bitishers in guerrilla warfare like
that of Shjivaji against the Mughals. In this historic
struggle, Lokanath Panda, gountia (land lord) of
three villages was his principal adviser. Lokanath
Panda was the gountia of three villages namely
Rampella, Adhapada and Kumarbandh.

In 1861 due to the issue of Proclamation
of Amnesty by Major Impey, the Dy.
Commissioner of Sambalpur, rebels like Udant
Sai and Dhruv Sai, both of them brothers of
Surendra, surrendered on 7th January 1862 and
subsequently Surendra Sai surrendered on 16th
May 1862 on guarantee of "Life, Liberty, Free
Pardon." But after the death of Major Impey in
December, 1863 things changed rapidly.
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Major Cumberledge assumed charge of
the Deputy Commissioner of Sambalpur on 19th
January, 1864 and he was determined to make
reversal of the conciliatory and lenient policy of
his predecessor late Major Impey and to suppress
the Sambalpur Rebellion by any means, foul or
fair.

Lt. Col. J.G.Balmain, Commissioner,
Chhattisgarh Division came down to Sambalpur
from Raipur to personally supervise the execution
of the secret plan to arrest Surendra Sai and his
associates.

The detailed plan was executed in a secret
meeting hold by Cumberledge with Captain
Stewart, the D.I.G. of Police, and a list of persons
to be apprehended by surprise attack was
prepared. They were Surendra Sai; his brothers
Udant, Dhruv and Medini, Khageswar Dao and
his two brothers and, three councillors of
Surendra Sai namely Lokanath Panda, Dharani
Mishra and Sardhakar Mullick. Captain Stewart
along-with five other British officers, namely J.N.
Berill, J.Walker, Lt. Rideout, Dr. Gross and Lt.
Bowie along with Inspector Mohan Singh and a
few trusted Sepoys marched stealthily after 10.00
p.m. along the bed of river Mahanadi and in the
dead hour of the night surrounded the house of
Surendra Sai at Bargaon village and captured him
along-with his son Mitrabhanu and councillor
Dharani Mishra. Dr.Gross rushed to Rampella to
capture Lokanath Panda. Captain Stewart along-
with Lt. Rideout, Lt. Bowie, James Walker and
Mohan Singh rushed to Talub situated at a
distance of ten kms from Sambalpur the same
night, where they apprehended Udant Sai, Medini
Sai and four others. Lt. Rideout took the
prisoners to Sambalpur and others left Talub at
4.25 a.m. riding sixteen kms through paddy fields,
reached Tabla village at sunrise and arrested
Dhruv Sai.

After capturing Surendra Sai at Bargaon
Cumberledge and Berill travelled a distance of
forty kms in the same night, reached Bonda village
at dawn and taking Khageswar Dao and his two
brothers Minketan and Mohun to surprise,
arrested them.

In such treacherous way the Britishers
arrested Surendra Sai and his close associates
numbering fifteen who were sent to Raipur
immediately after two days on 26th January, 1864,
being escorted by a company of twenty foot
soldiers and twenty Sepoys on horse back under
the command of Lt. Rideout. Lokanath Panda
was one among those fifteen state prisoners,
whose age had been recorded as 55 during the
time of arrest, the same age of Surendra Sai. As
Surendra Sai was born in 1809 on the full moon
day of Pausa, his friend and councillor Lokanath
Panda might have taken birth the same year,1809.

The arrested fifteen persons were tried
before the Court of the Commissioner of
Chhattisgarh Division, who was also a Sessions
Judge. They were all sentenced to life
imprisonment and transported for life, except four
persons who were sentenced to seven years
imprisonment each. But on appeal to the Court
of the Judicial Commissioner John S.Campbell
they all were honourably acquitted. In spite of
the verdict of the Judicial Commissioner to set
them free, Surendra Sai and six others namely,
Udant Sai, Dhruv Sai, Mitrabhanu Sai,
Khageswar Dao and Lokanath Panda were
placed under personal restraint under Regulation
III of 1818. In 1866, M.T. Pearson, the Advocate
for Surendra Sai and others, filed a petition to
release his clients in obedience to the order of the
Judicial Commissioner. But the prayer was turned
down by the Governor General.

All the seven rebels of Sambalpur
Rebellion were first kept in confinement at Nagpur
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but later on in1865 were removed to the Asirgarh
Fort in Nimar district of Central Provinces and
kept in a special building with liberty to movement
inside the fort under police escort.

Lokanath Panda along-with the two
brothers of Surendra Sai, named Dhruv Sai and
Medini Sai, and associates Mrutyunjaya Panigrahi.
Jagabandhu Hota and Sardhakar Mullick were
found guilty of the 2nd charge - "Abetting the
preparation to wage war against the Queen during
the months of December 1862 and January 1864
and previously thereto, under Section 109 and
123 of the Indian Penal Code; and also the 3rd
charge - "Concealing the existence of a design to
wage war against the Queen."

The Supreme Government recognized the
necessity for keeping them in confinement as
dangerous political offenders.

All of a sudden Lokanath Panda died in
Asirgarh Fort in confinement in 1869.

The Station Staff Officer of Asirgarh Fort
in his letter No.1050 dated 20th September 1869
informed the Deputy Commissioner, Nimar that
Lokanath Panda who had been detained in the
Asirgarh Fort died suddenly of heart attack at
7.30 p.m on 19th September 1869. (This was
intimated to the Deputy Commissioner,
Sambalpur by the Deputy Commissioner Nimar
in his letter No.3011 dated September 1871, two
years after the death of the Martyr) and Capt.
Bowie, the Deputy Commissioner of Sambalpur
conveyed the said news to Padmalochan Panda
the adopted son of Lokanath Panda on 29th Sept.
1871.

Surendra Sai's fight against the British was
in two phases. Much before the First War of
Independence in 1857, Surendra protested

against the illegal installation of Rani Mohan
Kumari as a puppet ruler by the Britishers. His
fight against such misrule started in 1827, till he
was arrested and sent to Hazaribagh Jail of the
British authority in 1840, where he was
imprisoned till 1857 for long seventeen years.

Surendra Sai returned to Sambalpur in
1857. But during the time of his imprisonment in
the Hazaribagh Jail from 1840-1857, his followers
and close associates were actively preparing
themselves for a war against the Britishers in the
future. Therefore, when after the British authority
took over the administration of Sambalpur in
1849, and increased the land revenue arbitrarily,
the Brahmin landlords under the leadership of
Lokanath Panda, Dharani Mishra, Mrutyunjay
Panigrahi, Jagabandhu Hota, Padmanabh Guru
and others met Dr. Cadenhead, the Principal
Assistant Agent, Sambalpur twice in 1850 and
appealed for redressal and reduction of land
revenue.

Lokanath Panda was the Principal
advisor of Surendra Sai during the second phase
of historic struggle against the British from 1857-
1864. He was his "Mita" or "Maitra", the friend,
philosopher and guide. Like Surendra Sai, he also
suffered through-out his life for lending support
to Surendra Sai. Noted historian Dr. N.K. Sahu
writes about Lokanath Panda, "He was a notable
rebel and was almost to be hanged in 1857
because of his rebellious activities." Through this
article we pay tribute to this hitherto unknown
martyr.

Sasanka Sekhar Panda, VR-23, Unit-6, Bhubaneswar-
751001.
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Narration of a Woman Freedom Fighter
Krishna Kamini Devi

Interviewed by Ms. Indira Jena

Abstract from 'Her Story' - A study done by Ms. Indira Jena in collaboration with
Ms. Rukmini Sichitiu, California, U.S.A. and assisted by Ms. Dolli Dash, Orissa.

I am 93 years old. What do you want me to tell
you about the nationalist struggle ? What I did ?

What is the meaning of whatever we all did, and
achieved. What has happened to-day ? Then it
was the British Empire, now it is some other
foreign country to which India has become a slave.
The British conquered India, now we have given
away our country into foreign hands.

Anyway, since you want to write about
our (women’s) role in the nationalist struggle of
the 1930s and 40s, I think I should help you.
Nobody has really bothered about women.

Primarily, it was my husband who
motivated me to join the struggle. I was 20 years
old at the time of marriage and my husband was
a year older than me. He was already involved. I
got involved about 4, 5 months after marriage.
My husband’s family was known to Rama Devils
and Gopabandhu Choudhury so I did not have
severe problems like Saraswati Devi. I long so
much to see her. I was quite close to her during
the time of the struggle. We went for the same
Seva Dal training near Puri in December 1930. I
was the eldest among the women volunteers, and
married. So I was given the responsibility of
leading an agitation etc. The fact that I was married
was an important factor in my being given the

leadership role. The Seva Dal training was really
interesting, quite exciting. While we were taught
Indian history, INC history, we were also trained
in the use of weapons like the lathi, knife, rifle
etc. We had to practise walking fast in knee-deep
sand, wearing boots. On the one side we had all
this training, even sentry duty and on the other,
we were trained in tailoring, primary health care
and first aid. The training had to be abruptly
stopped and all of us had to disperse, overnight,
because 8 days before the completion of the
training, a ban was declared on the INC. We were
having a sea-bath when this news was received.
We all got scattered. I went to Jajpur.. to my
husband’s village. I was conducting meetings to
motivate people to join us. While I was holding
one such meeting in Jajpur town I was arrested,
in January 1931. I was released after a few
months. Once again, while picketing in front of
foreign cloth and liquor shops demanding their
closure, I was arrested. Another time, I was
distributing anti-government hand bills and was
arrested. Like this, as an under-trial, I spent a
total of 11 months in jail. In 1931, when I was
once sent to Cuttack Central Jail, Malati Devi,
Priyambada Devi, Saraswati Devi, Godavari
Devi, Sobha Devi were there. Malati Devi had a
small son.
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When I was in Jajpur jail, there were a
large number of girls from Bhadrak. Even in jail, I
would normally do any talking that needed to be
done with the jail warden, doctor etc. My husband
went off to Calcutta to study homeopathy. When
released from jail, I was not allowed to go to my
marital home. I had to sit out and eat from a
banana leaf. In fact, my in-Iaws, that is, my
husband’s family itself was ostracised by the village
community because I had become impure by
doing the kind of work I embarked upon. I used
to be involved in organising the harijans ..... so
you can imagine. My in-Iaws were not allowed
into the village temple and any temple. Offering
from our house was not accepted. I remember
that even the water-supply to our house was
stopped by the landlords and we could not use
the village well. Now, my in-Iaws would not dream
of taking water from the harijan basti. It was very
difficult for them and I felt guilty, but could not
give up my mission. To top it all, I was the only
educated women in the village. My husband used
to write to me and send me newspapers to read.
When I got a letter, a whole lot of people would
come and stand and stare at me while I read it !
They used to ridicule at me for newspapers were
among in my name. I had studied upto
matriculation but did not take the examination.
Around this time I also knew that I was pregnant.
This did not deter me. However, when Rama Devi
came to know she asked me to stay home and
said I should not do outside work because family
responsibility came first and training up one good
citizen (my child) was a great contribution to the
nation. I have nothing to say about that, it was
her belief. After the child (that is, my eldest son)
was born, I came to Cuttack to continue my work
among the harijans. From there I was sent to
Calcutta in order to work among the Oriya
harijans and organise them. You see, a British
company, had taken a whole lot of these Oriyas
from the sweeper community to work in the

company. This was around 1936 ( or earlier, I
think) that I went. There was an Oriya Samaj
(society) that had been formed. My husband and
I opened a dispensary also. Other than this harijan
community we were probably the first Oriyas to
settle down in Calcutta. We had 2 sons by then
and no money. It was a very difficult time, and
we never were sure how we were going to manage
for food each day. In Calcutta, before the 2nd
world war, my husband and I joined the
Revolutionary Socialist Party; around 1934-36,
I think. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was there.
The group formed by Aurobindo, in the Terrorist
Party I had a lot of admiration for the group and
I used to go for their meetings. My husband was
accused of being a fifth columnist by the CPI
(Community Party of India). In order to earn some
money for running the house, I took up a job with
All India Radio. The work was on a contract basis.
This was to do the half hour women’s programme,
where women were told how to take care of their
family, information on health, hygiene, cooking,
child care, social development etc. All this
comprised women’s education. I did this for 25
years. We lived in Calcutta till 1945. By then I
had a daughter also. But with all this, family, the
poverty, the work among the harijans, I would
never miss a terrorist party meeting because I was
really fascinated by the courage of those brave
women, like Bina Das and others. I was also quite
active in the RSP. I used to meet many national
level leaders in the nationalist struggle also. That
is how I learnt to speak Hindi. You know, what I
feel really proud and excited about even now, is
this 15 minutes slot that AIR (All India Radio)
gave me, at 10 p.m. to read the news in Oriya we
would take this opportunity to read the news and
pass on messages to our friends in the struggle in
Orissa, about the latest events in Bengal. Even
now, my hair stands on end, because, while on
the one side I boldly went ahead with the belief
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that none in the broadcasting station knew Oriya,
there was a fear that I might be caughtl You know,
the RSP books and pamphlets on socialist
Ideology, to be circulated to potential recruits,
used to be hidden in our house one day, I
remember, Pratibha Bhadra and Banalata Sen
were with me. Dhirendra, another comrade, came
the same evening and asked me to pour some
water on his head, which I did. Then he took the
books and escaped from the rooftop. Shortly after
this, the police gheraoed our house and around 1
or 2 A.M. came in to conduct a search of our
house. They found nothing except a letter from
Pratibha Bhadra to me. Not finding any thing, they
let go of me; but arrested my husband and took
him to Presidency jail. My heart was in my mouth
for a short while I must confess I was really scared.
The day after my husband was arrested, he was
scheduled to speak on the AIR. The AIR director
went to the jail, brought my husband to the AIR
station just for the broadcast and took him back.
Another incident I will always remember is when
after one of the RSP meetings Banalata Sen,
Pratibha Bhadra, Kshitir and I were eating, Netaji
(Subhas Chandra Bose) came in. He was
underground at that time. He said something like,
“The British King has gone, after some time the
Queen will also be gone.” After about 8-10 days,
Netaji himself was gone. After some time, my
husband and I gave up the RSP. Some how, we
felt more comfortable with the Congress (as it
was then, let me be clear).

Coming back to my personal life, we
struggled on. We had 4 children. You know, we
used to live in small cubicles, with mud flooring.
So we had this cubicle and our children and a
steady income only from my job. In 1945, we
moved back to Orissa. As I told you, in those
days, the only Oriyas who came to Calcutta were
the "Untouchables." If any upper caste people like
us, came, on our return to Orissa, we were totally

ostracised. My parents were very progressive but
my father-in-Iaw was a very conservative person.
He was, interestingly, also an opera artiste. His
brother was in charge of the family affairs.

I continued my job with AIR in Cuttack
also, fortunately, and I went on with the village
reconstruction work.

I feel it was a very good thing that I went
to Calcutta. It really enriched my experience in a
way I can’t describe. It gave me an opportunity
to meet so many people and make friends with
members of the then Forward Block, the CPI,
the RSP, I don’t know if I could have got this
opportunity in Orissa.

You know, as early as the 1930s, I used
to take women for Seva Dal training to Bombay
and Ahmedabad, changing 2 or 3 trains. I was
quite confident. But from living on one khadi sari
and two blouses, living among people who knew
nothing but poverty and hunger, when I see the
rising consumerist attitude and way of living, to-
day, it pains me.

Krishna Kamini Das is half-bent, due to
a back problem but full of spirit and fire, once
she starts talking about “those days.” She still lives
on two khadi saris. For some years after
Independence, Krishna Kamini Devi continued
to be involved in social work. Gandhi’s idea of
forming the Kasturba Memorial Trust and
ashrams was good, she feels. This helped women
to be involved in some kind of outside work. “In
fact,” she laughs, when my children grew up, got
married and had children of their own, cherished
in nourishing them.

When we asked her if she could have got
involved in the nationalist struggle if her husband
had no role there, she categorically said it would
not have been possible for her to defy the family
and take part in the struggle.
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The  Role of Acharya Harihar
in Civil Disobedience Movement

Dr. Trinath Hota

The resolution of Indian  National Congress
in its general session at Lahore endorsing

Purna Swaraj or complete independence held out
a direct threat to the British government  and it
was feared that the resolution might lead a
secessionist  movement and cause wide spread
violence. The Viceroy, Lord Irwin, was advised
by the Secretary  of State to observe restraint
and have dialogue with responsible leaders of the
Congress.  But before any dialogue could take
place, Gandhi  decided to start the Civil
Disobedience  Movement. In a meeting with
Rabindranath Tagore at Sabaramati Ashrama, he
told that he was furiously  thinking for a planned
agitation in accordance with  the Lahore
Resolution.

On  26th January, 1930 the nation took
the Independence  Day pledge to carry out
Congress instructions for establishing ‘Purna
Swaraj’ or Complete Independence . In
February, the Congress Working  Committee met
at Sabaramati Ashram and authorized Gandhi  to
fashion out a programme of the  Civil
Disobedience Movement and prepare a course
of action. Shortly after the Congress Working
Committee meeting, Gandhi decided to launch
the movement by breaking the salt laws of the
Government. This is known as the ‘Salt

Satyagraha’. Under the existing salt laws, the
British Government  did not permit Indians  to
produce  salt and instead  forced them to use the
Government-supplied  salt. Gandhi decided to
break the salt laws as an act of ‘Civil
Disobedience’.

Before the Salt Satyagraha had begun,
Gandhi thought of informing the Viceroy about
his programme of action. He wanted to impress
the Govt. that he was all for the Non-violent ways
to achieve ‘Purna Swaraj’. Writing to the Viceroy,
he accused  the British rule of progressive
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exploitation by a ruinous and expensive military
and Civil Admini-stration, which had reduced
India politically  to serfdom and had sapped the
foundation  of our culture. He proposed to the
Viceroy for negotiations for the redressal  of the
grievances  of the Indian people, failing which he
would launch the Satyagraha. The Viceroy
refused for any talk with Gandhi outright and
pointed out that Gandhi was planning for an
agitation which was certain to turn violent and
hence, dangerous  to public peace. Seeing  no
encouragement in the reply of the Viceroy, Gandhi
finally decided to go ahead with  his Satyagraha
with  the following observations- “On bended
knees I asked for bread and I have  received a
stone instead. India is one vast prison house. I
repudiate this law (Salt Law) and regard it as my
sacred duty to break the mournful monotony  of
the compulsory peace, that is chocking the heart
of the nation for want of free vent.”

The Civil Disobedience Movement began
with Gandhi breaking the Salt Laws with 78 of
his followers at Dandi on the sea shore of Gujrat.
On 12th  March, 1930 he started the historic
‘Dandi March’ from the Sabarmati Ashram and
covered  the distance of 241 miles by 5th  April,
1930. On the way  he was greeted  by thousands
of people who had come from their  villages and
towns to have a glimpse of him. The people of
Odisha should feel great that a young  man of
twenty years old named Motibas Das of Balasore
went from Swaraj Mandir to join in ‘Dandi
March’. On 6th April, 1930 Gandhi reached
Dandi coast and  picking of a handful of salt, he
defied the Government Salt laws. His action was
hailed by many Congress leaders who were
present there and by all Indians.

Being ordered by National Congress
Committee the Utkal Congress Committee

decided  to break the Salt Law. So they decided
the place ‘Inchudi’ as the fittest  place for Salt
Movement with following causes:

1. The salt prepared from the coastal areas,
Inchudi can be sold in Balasore market which  was
nearest  marketing place.

2. There was no facility of communication
from Inchudi to Balasore. The road was muddy.
So any vehicle or police van would not reach that
place soon. So it would be troublesome  for
English Officers to oppose the Salt Law breakers.

3. Another cause was that a lot of villages
are adjacent to Inchudi. By which a number of
workers can join Salt Movement. It would be
easier  for huge gathering.

Gandhii had declared to break the Salt
Law on 6th April, 1930 in all provinces.
According to this proclamation Gopabandhu
Choudhury and Acharya Harihar were chosen by
Central Committee to lead Civil  Disobedience
Movement. As decided Gopa Babu and Acharya
Harihar with 21 Satyagrahis started from Swaraj
Ashrama, Cuttack at 6.30 a.m. towards Inchudi,
10 miles from  Balasore. As the tradition the
Satyagrahis were greeted  with dhupa, dipa and
sandal paste and they were garlanded by Smt.
Rama Devi, Malati Devi, Kokila Devi, Kiranabala
Sen etc. Gopabandhu Choudhury was arrested
just at the beginning of their historical  journey.
Acharya Harihar led as the leader of the
Satyagrahis. Being attracted  by the leadership of
Harihar a lot of women Satyagrahis also joined
Salt Movement with vigour and zeal. On the ways
the Satyagrahis were greeted by the villagers who
came in thousands. Acharya Harihar with his
followers was reciting the patriotic  song
composed by Viplavi Poet Birakishore Das-
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“asare aji asa asa
daria dakhala kari jiba kie asa

sara bharatare hahakara
ame pakei debure pakei debu”.

(Oh, our friends come and join us. We will go to
take the possession of ocean. It will create  havoc
in the whole country.)

They reached the Permit Building  in
Balasore on 12th  April, 1930 early morning. This
Permit Building  belonged  to Gouridatta
Marwadi. The Satyagrahis were using that building
as a resting  place. On the evening of 12th April,
1930 Acharya Mahashaya with his followers
prayed  to God. After sometimes they started their
historical  journey  from Permit building  towards
Inchudhi. On the way the young and old ladies
were waiting with candles. From Balasore to
Inchudi the way was lighted with candles.
Nobody felt that it was a night. They greeted
Acharya Harihar as well as his followers with all
offerings and their bodies were covered with
flower garlands. The high honour given  to Harihar
was a matter of jealousy  on the part of kings.
Such an honour to Acharya Harihar bestowed
by all  types   of people  irrespective of caste,
colour, creed and sex was the first and last of its
kind in history  of Odisha. The slogans of Rama
Devi, Malati Devi, Kokila Devi, Janhabi Devi,
Subhadra Mahatab, Kiranabala Sen etc. dragged
women to accompany them.

Being informed the police  force was
present there. Their presence was a trouble to
the Satyagrahis. The Satyagrahis made a secret
plan. On the 12th  night of  April, 1930 they were
assembled near Paschima Thakurani at Inchudi.
Their  secret decision was that Baikunthanath Das
would act as a goddess. Accordingly
Baikunthanath Das became Kalisi and told in a
loud voice, “who has made my temple impure ?

I will eat them.” After hearing these words the
coward policemen left that place. This plan made
it easier  for the Satyagrahis to break the Salt
Laws.

They reached the bank of Inchudi on 13th

April, 1930 early in the morning. That  was the
day of Mahavisuva  Sankranti . The Odias observe
that day as the beginning of the year. Acharya
Harihar finished his prayer. Just at 8 a.m., Acharya
Harihar the leader of Satyagrahis broke the Salt
Law by collecting salt from the place Tundara,
just before Inchudi. From the place of Badi and
Gula the surface of the river  Dhobagandi eastern
side of Inchudi, the Satyagrahis collected the salt
and kept on the floor of Paschima Thakurani. Then
Acharya Harihar with twelve Satyagrahis
proceeded towards Inchudi to break the salt law.
At that time the Superintendent of Balasore
District, Police  Inspector, the Sub-Inspector and
the Choukidars - about twenty  police officers
were present at Inchudi. Many  people from
urban and rural areas were assembled to see the
first disobedience  movement at Inchudi. In the
meantime the leader Acharya Harihar first
collected  the handful of salt from the ocean. After
seeing this the Inspector of Police told, “you have
no right to collect salt from the ocean. Why are
you taking law in your hand by going against the
Salt Act” ? To answer this leader Acharya Harihar
told, “ we know that we have no right to collect
salt as prescribed in Salt Act. But we are doing
this Civil Disobedience Movement knowingly
after conveying  to you all properly. So this is not
a matter of astonishment. Our aim and objective
is to break this Salt Act by disobedience”.

Thereafter the police forcibly took away
the salt from their  hand. Still then Acharya Harihar
with followers  repeated the same thing, then the
Police arrested Acharya Harihar with four
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Satyagrahis. Thereafter  another four started to
break the law. Although there was strong
resistance from the police, the Civil Disobedience
of salt movement continued. The women
Satyagrahis made a plan. To oppose the tyranny
of the Police, the women Satyagrahis made a circle
into which the police dared not to enter. There
they started to heat  the salt water and prepared
salt in their pot. The pleasure out of this work
was beyond description. Only the eye witness
could describe the joy of the Satyagrahis. Some
collected  the salt by their handkerchief and went
to sell in the Balasore town. The Satyagrahis batch
by batch collected  salt. The Police also arrested
them.On 14th April, 1930, the Satyagrahis from
different  parts of Odisha joined  to break the
Salt Law. Lauhastambha  Vahini from Cuttack,
Patitapavana Vahini from Sambalpur and Ganjam
Vahini from Ganjam, Sambalpur Vahini from
Sambalpur and Gujurati Vahini were united  at
Inchudi to break the Salt Law.

The leadership of Acharya Harihar
influenced another  important  Satyagrahi  Sri
Surendranath Das. Surendra Babu surprised  the
people of Odisha. The Police tried to arrest him.
After collecting salt he kept it in a big pot in his
village, Bhimpur, near Inchudi. After taking meal
he was ready to go and sell the salt in Balasore
town. On  14th  April at 10 a.m. police had the
Gherao to arrest Surendra  Babu. He made an
interesting plan. He told his wife Gouri to give
him all the ornaments  and a costly Saree. He put
on the ornaments with Saree and came out with a
big pot of salt to sell in Balasore town. But after
covering  fourteen miles he was caught by the
police at the police  station, Motiganj. He was
arrested  and taken to Police station. All the
ornaments were robbed by the police officers and

he was fined Rs.50/- and set free. But after some
days he was again  arrested.

On 15th  April, the Satyagrahis sold the
salt on lotus leaf in front of Balasore Collectorate
Office. The Police tried to pollute the salt. Still
then the Satyagrahis not only sold the salt but also
they sold lotus leaves. About eleven Satyagrahis
were arrested.

The case against Acharya  Harihar and
other Satyagrahis was tried. The leader Acharya
Mahashaya and the Satyagrahi advocate
Gokulananda Dey were sentenced  to six months
imprisonment . Babu Gunanidhi Mohanty and
Chakrapani Rout were imprisoned  for three
months.  Babu Niranjan Sahu, Gokulananda
Mohanty  and Dasarathi Mohanty were
sentenced to one month imprisonment  each. On
17th  April, 1930 Acharya Harihar with others
were sent to Cuttack jail from Balasore.

Many women led by Rama Devi and
Malati Devi continued their  Satyagraha up to 20th

April, 1930. The Police patrolling  at Inchudi and
nearby places was going on. On 11th May, 1930
a heart touching incident  occurred. A fourteen
year old village boy from Atihlabad named Sadhu
Charan Mohapatra violated the Salt Law and
collected salt. Being  encouraged five hundred
villagers accompanied  Sadhu Charan. The Police
was able to arrest  only five Satyagrahis including
Sadhu Charan. They were imprisoned  for four
months with fine of Rs. 50/-. They were sent to
Cuttack Jail. Thereafter the Magistrate  ordered
to send them to the school of reformation  at
Hajaribag. But on the request of mother Parvati
Bewa and other Satyagrahis Sadhu Charan was
set free. In fact the patriotism  of the fourteen
year old boy, Sadhu Charan could not be
forgotten.
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In Cuttack District, Kujanga was an
important centre of Salt Satyagraha. In June,
1930, Rani Bhagyavati, Patamahadei of Kujanga
along with five hundred women Satyagrahis
violated the Salt Law. In Puri District the salt
agitation was led by Pandit Nilakantha Das. In
Ganjam District leadership  was provided  by
Viswanath Das, Niranjan Patnaik and other
Congress leaders. Thus  the whole coastal Odisha
was influenced  by the campaign. In a broader
Indian context the Salt Satyagraha of Odisha
perhaps  occupies the place next only to Gujrat.
The leadership of Utkal Gandhi, Acharya Harihar
played a role to fructify the cherished desire of
Mahatma Gandhi. In Odisha the Civil
Disobedience  Movement was widespread. The
village people came forward to join the
movement. Another special feature of Civil
Disobedience Movement  was the participation
of women and teenagers called Banar Sena.

Thereafter Acharya Harihar Das was sent
to Hajaribag Jail from Cuttack Jail. Being  a
prisoner he was given to weave sataranji in the
Jail. He was spinning with much  pleasure. He
was given the responsibility to impart the moral
teaching from the Srimad Bhagavad Gita and the
Upanisad. After six months he was set free from
Hajaribag Jail in the month of September, 1930.
It would be a tribute to Acharya Harihar on the
occasion of celebration of Independence Day if
the people of Odisha remember his memorable
leadership in Civil Disobedience Movement.

Dr. Trinath Hota is a Lecturer in Sanskrit, Acharya
Harihar Mahavidyalaya, Bhubaneswar, IVR-4, Unit-VI,
Bhubaneswar-751001.
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The Story of A Freedom Fighter
(August Revolution at Nimapara)

 Sarat Mohapatra

Born on 11.5.1922, Bhawani Charan Patnaik received his education in Nimapara High School,
in Puri District. While in Class-XI, he took part in the Quit India Movement, gheraoed the
Nimapara police station and was jailed for 3 years and 6 months. He was a member of the
Parliament (Rajya Sabha), for three terms, i.e. 1961-66, 66-72 and 78-84.

Sarat Mohapatra met him at his Asok Nagar residence in Bhubaneswar on July 22,
2001. Mohapatra presents a brief account of the August Revolution as narrated to him by the
eminent freedom fighter.

I was in Class-XI, when the Quit India
Movement was getting momentum in different

parts of Odisha. Nimapara in no way lagged
behind. Late Mohan Das was the leader of our
area. He was a source of inspiration for the people
in general and the youth in particular. Others were
influenced by him. Upendra Mohanty of Biratunga,
and Lokanath Mohanty of Villigram, who were
studying in Ravenshaw College, left college and
took active part in the Quit India Movement.
Loknath Senapati had seen Gandhiji at the Delang
meeting earlier and was greatly influenced for the
cause of freedom movement. The other stalwarts
in our area include Padma Charan
Samantasinghar (Manijang), Jadumani Parida
(Manijanga), Laxman Barik, Maheswar Mohanty
(Chanarpada), Krushna Behera (Diha bali)
Prahallad Sahu, Banchhanidhi Sith (Hanspada),
Chakradhar Patra (Andhia), Alekh Patra
(Bisulipada), Dinabandhu Bhuti, Jadav Biswal
(Manijanga), Jadumani Mishra (Bhatbandha),

Fakir Ch. Swain (Adabasta), Bhawani Behera
(Ratila), Purna Ch. Sahoo (Alipingala), who also
participated in the police station gherao at
Nimapara on  September 16,1942. Lokanath
Senapati was jailed for about 5 years and 9
months.

The August Revolution at Nimapara was
not entirely the result of the call of Gandhiji; local
issues and problems also contributed much to the
uprising. The zamindars like Radha Prasad Bhagat
(who managed the affairs of his estate from
Cuttack), M.R. Math and other Maths of Puri
had sent messages to people. They were harassing
people and imposing taxes at their own sweet will.
They had acquired the zamindaris at the time of
sun-set-law. They supported British rule, and
people on the other hand, showed their
resentment and became hostile to them. Veteran
leaders like Nabakrushna Choudhuri, Bhagabati
Panigrahi held meetings in our area to give vent
to the aspiration of the common people.
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Kashinath Nayak of Govindapur village near Balakati was a teacher at Nimapara L.P.
School. He was also a sympathiser of the volunteers taking part in movement. He gives
a vivid account of the event : On hearing the fatal death of his father, Ucchab Mallik’s
son came to the scene. Alongwith the nineteen wounded people he was also arrested.
Police paid no heed to them. They were not even given food to eat. I was staying in a
mess with students in front of the police station. By 11 o’clock at night, Bijay Ram a
constable, came to me and asked for arranging food for the wounded people, who were
sleeping inside the police station. Surreptitiously we provided rice and dalma to them. I
was not suspected, because those days I was giving coaching to the daughter of the
Circle Inspector, Satish Chandra Mukherjee. But the Sub-Inspector, Raghu Sahoo was a
demon in the true sense of the term. A righthand man of the zamindars and a typical
policeman during the British Raj, he had unleashed a reign of terror in the area.

Resentment was brewing in. Mohan Das, the
chief of the people in this area, took the upper
hand. Slowly the discontentment of the masses
grew and nationalist fervour seized them. The
winds of nationalism blew and swept the entire
country. People of Nimapara wanted to win over
the zamindars by their active participation in the
Quit India Movement. By the time the teachers
of Nimapara High School-Keshav Panda,
Bauribandhu Panigrahi, Binayak Das, Jogendra
Nath Swain--were motivating students to join the
movement. Loknath Senapati, Mohan Das, Alekh
Patra carried on mass meetings in our area to
educate people about Gandhiji’s call. The
atmosphere was  surcharged with patriotic
fervour.

The final showdown came on 16
September 1942. Before this fateful day, a
meeting was convened at Hanspada under the
leadership of Padma Charan Samantasinghar.
Mohan Das was present. A decision was taken
to take over the Nimapara Police Station. 16th
September was the day ‘Sathi Puja’, two days
after ‘Ganesh Chaturthi,’ the day of weekly hat
at Nimapara. People assembled in thousands.
Spontaneous was the uprising. People marched
towards the police station. Police also took the
challenge. They started beating people. The

wounded volunteers marched ahead without
making a retreat. Police started blank firing.
Uchhab Mallick, who had been to the hat, was
sitting on a the milestone by the side of the road.
He fell to a bullet and became a martyr. Nineteen
more were severely wounded. However, I
escaped unhurt.

The Union Presidents of our area and  the
chowkidars were present inside the police station
to identify the volunteers. None of them was hurt
in the commotion. I was arrested on 20th
September 1942 from my village Andhia, at a
distance of about a furlong from Nimapara town.
I was sent to Puri jail and subsequently transferred
to Cuttack.  Inside the jail, I met Bhagwan
Pratihari, Loknath Mishra Panka Babu, Jaikrishna
Mohanty, Banamali Patnaik, Surajmal Saha,
Nabakrushna Choudhuri. On seeing these
veterans I felt elated. I was sentenced to a term
of 3 years and six months for taking part in
attacking the police station. The incident changed
the course of my life. Soon after my release from
the jail, I wanted to return to Nimapara to continue
the unfinished work .

Sarat Mohapatra is Additional CTO, Cuttack East Circle,
Jobra, Cuttack.
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Shasibhusan Rath :
A Freedom Fighter-cum-Journalist

Dr. Prafulla Chandra Mohanty

Shasibhusan Rath was an ardent freedom
fighter, an eminent legislator, able social

reformer, a journalist, and  a constructive worker
organiser. He was a patriot who
loved his motherland and
mothertounge Odia very much.
Shasibhusan born on 1st
January, 1885 at Sorada in the
district of Ganjam of Odisha
State. His father was Lambodar
Mahapatra and Haramani was
his mother. Shasibhusan was
given on adoption to his father’s
sister who was issueless and so
his surname was changed from
Mahapatra to Ratha. From the
beginning of his childhood he
was possessing a strong mind of
independent character. He
started his lower primary
education in 1890 at Sorada.
After that he went to Russelkonda (Bhanjanagar)
in 1895, the place of his adopted father to
complete his High school education and
successfully passed matriculation in 1904. Later
on he went to Parlakhemundi for higher studies
and so admitted himself in Maharaja’s college.
He was a sincere lover of  different languages

and accordingly acquired mastery over eleven
languages like Odia, Sanskrit, Telugu, Tamil,
Hindi, Bengàli, Marathi, Gujurathi, Burmese,

Germany and English. After his
study he went to Bombay  to
do business. He learnt there
leather technology and started
a leather  related manufacturing
and trading company named
“Rath and Co.”. He earned a
good amount of money out of
his business but faced a lot of
competition. He also learnt
press technology there from a
press. The climate of Bombay
was not suitable to his health.
He was affected by Jaundice,
a disease of liver. So he came
to his village Sorada for
treatment. During the period of
his stay, he felt that Britishers

not only had taken their human rights or
independence but also allowed to  grab the rights
of their language Odia by Bengalis and Telugus.
British Government also divided and merged the
Odia speaking areas in different neighbouring
states like West Bengal, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesha. The status of his Motherland and
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mothertongue allowed him to think over their
development and freedom. Accordingly he started
working for the betterment of Odia language, on
the unification of Odia speaking areas and on
freedom of India. Later on he went to Cuttack to
meet the eminent Odia leader Madhusudan Das
who was working hard for improving the status
of Odia language, economic upliftment of  Odias
and unification of Odia speaking areas and
formation of a separate new  Odisha state.
Shasibhusan joined as a manager in Madhubabu’s
Utkal Tannery for some time. After sustaining huge
loss  Madhubabu became insolvent. Shasibhusan
went to Culcatta and again joined in a shoe  shop
as a manager. An organiser can’t remain silent
during odd times of his land and languages. So he
started organising the Odia people and  labourers
along with Kaviraj Padmalochan Mishra and able
to establish Odia schools and some of the
improved labour amenities.

Shasibhusan returned to his village on the
call of his father for marriage. After some months
of his marriage his father Lambodar expired and
so the total responsibility fell on him. Staying at
the village he was thinking to publish a weekly
Newspaper in order to focus and carry the pains
and tortures of the people of Odisha to the British
government.  In the meantime he was blessed with
a daughter on 13th Feb.,1913 named “Asha”
which inspired him to publish the weekly
Newspaper  named after his daughter in Odia on
the auspicious day of  Mahabishuva Sankranti i.e
on 13th April 1913. Pandit Gopabandhu,
Neelakantha and Godavarish were associated
with the publication and later on they formed a
team to work for Utkal Union and Freedom
Movement. On looking at the popularity of the
activities of the team, publication of  the weekly
newspaper Asha Shasibhusan decided to publish

the weekly as daily from 13th April 1928. Asha
after becoming daily took the entire market of
Odisha and some parts of Andhras, Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal. Asha
became a strong, solid and sound mouthpiece of
citizens of south  Odisha and central India to fulfil
the demands of freedom and formation of a new
Odisha province. The editor Shasibhusan, the
team behind Asha and the publication became
eyesore of British government officials. Strong and
fearless Shasibhusan published each and every
news of illegal and irregularities made  in British
administration  with priority which invited danger
to him. Shasibhusan joined on the clarion call given
by Mahatma Gandhi for Non-cooperation
movement. Shasibhusan Rath, the prominent
editor of “Dainik Asha” and the leader of South
Odisha joined the movement fearlessly and
worked as an activist in the continuing  struggle
of the  Indian war of independence.

Participation in Non-cooperation movement
in the context of struggle of Independence:

Gandhiji came to Odisha and also visited
Brahmapur to spread  Non-cooperation
movement in 1921 and addressed a massive rally
at Barracks ground. Inspired by Gandhiji’s ideals
and speeches, Shasibhusan joined Congress and
worked vigorously along with V.V.Giri, Dibakar
Patnaik, Pantulu Ramalingam, Banchhanidhi
Patnaik, Jayamangal Ratha, Biswanath Das and
others. Sribascha Panda was made the first
President and Jayamangal Ratha was the first
secretary of the Ganjam district Congress
committee. At that time, the district had two district
Congress committees one for Odias and the other
for Telugus. But on the  instruction of Gandhiji
these two rival committees  were merged into one
and Shasibhusan became the President, Lingaraj
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Panigrahi the Vice-President and Balaram Panda
was the secretary of this committee. At that time
Shasibhusan was also the vice president of the
Utkal Pradesh Congress committee, the state level
organisation. Gandhiji wanted to settle the Odia-
Telugu dispute and also very much sympathetic
towards the simple Odia tract.The strong Telugus
did not come to the compromise. But anyway
they agreed to settle the dispute on the advice of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Shasibhusan along with Biswanath Das
participated in the Civil disobedience and Salt
Satyagraha movement. Hence both the young
leaders were always in the badbook of the British
Government. On 20th May, 1930 a rally against
the British Government was organised by women
volunteers. They went on a procession to the Giri
market area where along with other Congress
leaders Shasibhusan Rath gave a very fiery speech
and impressed the audience very much. The
district magistrate promulgated 144 Cr.P.C. in the
area and a few were arrested and police made
Lathicharge to evacuate the assembled freedom
fighters. On the spot Shasibhusan was arrested
and sent to Vellore Central Jail straight from the
meeting place amidst the people with tearful eyes.
Inside the Jail, Shasibhusan was able to meet other
National freedom fighters like Tilak from whom
he learnt Tamil and taught Hindi. He spent the
days inside the jail by translating Gandhiji’s-
Bhagwat Gita written in Gujarati language to
Odia, his mothertongue. He was released from
jail in 1931, March under Gandhiji-Irwin
agreement. This incident was recorded by the then
district magistrate as follows: “As there was some
rowdy element causing trouble, Shasi Bhushan,
popularly known as S.B. Rath, editor, Asha and
Biswanath Das, M.L.C. were arrested and
convicted. They had undoubtedly been stirring up

trouble behind the scenes and they had great
influence among the Odias.” This somehow
illustrated on  the personalities of Shasi Bhushan
as a brave, fearless, serious, sincere,  great
freedom fighter of frontline  and saluted like "Nara
Byaghra."

Gandhiji came to Odisha for the second
time in 1927. He visited many places like
Brahmapur, Aska, Gobara, Bhanjanagar, Kodala,
Boirani, Khallikote, Rambha, etc.  An association
of Dalita Harijanas (Hadis) named as Patita Pavan
Sangha presented a petition for their upliftment
under  leadership of Sasi Bhushan Ratha  to
Gandhiji during his meeting at Berhampur.
Accordingly Gandhiji advocated for the removal
of untouchability and arranged with the entry of
Harijanas into the Lord Raghunath temple of
Brahmapur. Gandhiji also spoke on spread of
Khadar, the hand made garments and  only to
use Swadeshi made products.  Shasi Bhushan
organised a conference of freedom fighters, social
activists, Congress volunteers against British rule
and for the unification, amalgamation  of Odia
speaking areas in 1927 for the frist time. He
became the President and Jayamangal Ratha was
the Secretary  of this D.C.C. Shasi Bhushan was
elected as a member to Madras legislative council
(MLC) for two times from 1920 to 1930 and in
that capacity  he could pass the proposal there
with the help of Sir A. Parshuram Patra and
Harihara Mardaraj for separate Odisha state. He
was also associated with the management  of
Brahmapur Municipality and Khallikote college.

Mahatma Gandhi visited Odisha for the
third time in May 1934, with a scheduled
programme of visiting Ganjam district on 16th
May of the year. But his visit to Cuttack and Puri
from 9th to 16th of May was over in the name of



113OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha Review ISSN 0970-8669

Patita Pavan Yatra. The programme of visiting
Ganjam was cancelled  suddenly as  he required
to visit Bihar, the earthquake - prone area.
Shasibhusan was also elected as a member of
Ganjam District Board in 1929 but became a
victim of political manipulation in  the Ganjam
District Board election, 1936. Later he resigned
from Congress in 1939 and then fought the
election independently.

Social reforms and welfare activities :

Shasi Bhushan Rath was also a social
activist. He was the President of Dandasi Sangha
being himself a Brahmin for which he faced a lot
of difficulties from his own Brahmin society and
worked for the upliftment of the Harijana
community. Dandasis were proclaimed as the
criminals of bad character by the British
government in  the 1923 Declaration, as they were
involved in theft, dacoity and drinking,etc. But
Shasibhusan as the President of the Dandashi
community fought against the declaration and
waived up the criminal status on the community.
Shasibhusan along with his younger brother Sarat
Chandra Mahapatra worked hard from
Panchayat to National level for their social and
economic uplift. Shasibhusan in 1930, for the first
time became successful in eradicating the goat,
buffalo sacrifices as a custom before Goddess
Tara Tarini near Purushottampur and Kandhuni
Devi during Kanta peedha Yatra at Sorada. He
had organised a rally against this blind belief. In
1934 Shasibhusan visited Burma and organised
the Odias residing there by opening of Odia
schools, cultural and literary groups with the aim
of developing Odia language. He also spread the
dialogues of Mahatma Gandhi on free India

movement among the citizens of India residing
there.

Shasibhusan was born in 1885, with a
golden spoon in his mouth but died in  poverty as
a dedicated personality of the country  on 19th
March, 1943. He spent all of his self occupied
and ancestral property for the social welfare
works. He happened to be the second
Gopabandhu Das  in serving the people in
hazardous difficulties. He was very familiar with
the name of “Ratha babu” in short everywhere in
and outside the state. He was also called as  the
father of journalism in Odisha by his  sincere
efforts. He spent everything  his wealth, money,
time and also his total  high valued life for the
people in organising freedom movement and in
bringing out  the most loved newspapers like
Dainik Asha, The New Odisha and many other
journals. He has given a lift to all other aspiring
talents by publishing day news and literary
publications to strengthen the Odia language and
worked hard in the  amalgamation of Odia
speaking areas putting him in a lot of risk and
hardship. He was a brave, courageous leader, a
social worker, an honest politician and a true
patriot of the soil. Lastly  he was  known  for his
strong, determined and unbiased selflessness
personality mostly  as ‘Nara Byaghra’ that means
a tiger man. It would be a great attribute to him if
we follow his unique qualities of dedication and
patriotism.

Dr. Prafulla Chandra Mohanty, Sanskruti Sadan,
At.-Bayali, Po- Mantridi, Dist- Ganjam- 761008.
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The Heroes of Kanika Peasants' Movement
Basu - Bisuni

Dillip Kumar Behura

The Britishers invaded Orissa in 1803 and the
revolt against them started from October,

1804. Under the leadership of Saheed Jayee
Rajguru, the Paikas of Khurda rose in revolt with
a view to overthrowing  the British rule. With the
help of some opportunist local Odias, the British
administrator succeeded in capturing Jayee
Rajguru and put him into death. In this way Jayee
Rajguru became the first martyr of Orissa during
the British regime.

The brutal death of Jayee Rajguru never
terrorized the revolutionaries. The revolution for
freedom continued and its flame spread
throughout the State. The Britishers introduced
'Feudalism' in India. They created thousands of
landlords (Zamindars) in this country to carry out
their administration smoothly. The Zamindars
were called as kings and their Zamindari called
princely states. Kanika was one of them near
Kendrapara in Orissa. Sir Rajendra Narayan
Bhanjdeo was the king of Kanika. Contradicting
to his character, in one hand, the king himself was
a patron of Odia movement, on the other hand to
get more revenue he imposed 64 types of taxes
on common man. Though the king thought himself
as a pure Odia, still he liked to imitate the English
Culture. The costly living style of the king also

cost dearly to the common man.  Without giving
any respite the taxes were collected forcefully in
the presence of police force.

Besides this, in 1922 first settlement of
land was started in Kanika. As the manager of
Kanika, Indramani Mohanty began this settlement
work, so it bore the name 'Indramani Settlement.'
On behalf of the British Government, the
settlement work progressed in Orissa and Bihar.
However, the settlement work created a
revolutionary attitude among the peasants.

Before the commencement of Kanika
Peasants' Movement in early 1921, the Utkal
Provincial Congress Committee was constituted
with Pandit Gopabandhu Das as its founder
President. Non-cooperation movement started
with Gandhiji's first visit to Orissa. Gandhi arrived
at Cuttack on 23rd March, 1921 and addressed
public meetings at Cuttack, Bhadrak, Satyabadi,
Puri and Berhampur within a period of six days.

Several youngmen left their studies,
government service and other jobs and
professions. Most prominent among them were
Harekrishna Mahatab, Nityananda Kanungo,
Nabakrushna Choudhury, Nanda Kishore Das
and Raj Krushna Bose. Gopabandhu Das,
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Bhagirathi Mohapatra and Jagabandhu Singh left
their legal practice. Gopabandhu Choudhury
resigned from his job of Deputy Collector. Pandit
Nilakantha Das resigned from Calcutta University
and took charge of a National School at
Sambalpur. Pandit Lingaraj Mishra and
Surendranath Das resigned from Govt. service.
Soon after Gandhiji's departure from Orissa,
students of Sambalpur Zilla school staged the first
students' strike under the leadership of
Laxminarayan Mishra.

These developments in non-cooperation
movement added fuel to Kanika Peasants'
Movement. Congress leader Gopabandhu Das
rose his voice against the tyranny of Kanika Raja.
He urged the people not to pay tax, that led
Kanika uprising. The government arrested
Gopabandhu Das and sent him to jail. The
peasants got united and revolted against the
Kanika Raja Rajendra Narayan Bhanjadeo.
Madhusudan Pattanaik was the leader of that
movement. The British army rushed into Kanika
to help the King. As the situation came under
control the king again with the help of police force
forced the people to pay tax.

People refused to pay tax. The leaders
of the peasants'  movement also advised the
peasants not to pay tax. The servants of Zamindar
and police forces tried to collect the taxes. Those
refused or were unable to pay tax, police force
beat them mercilessly. Besides this, the king
oppressed the peasants brutally. There were some
honest and lenient Tax Collectors.  They also
refused to collect the tax. One of them was
Dinabandhu Khandayat Ray. He tried his level
best to solve the problems of the peasants. He
also appealed before the Collector in this matter.

The Government accused Mr.
Dinabandhu Khandayat Ray blaming him as the

mastermind behind the peasants' movement. So
he was deprived of his rights. He had lost all of
his farming land. The Government ordered him
to leave the State. Another farmer Aswini Palei
also lost his property due to Government's order.
This unfortunate incidents did not discourage the
peasants. The speech of Babaji Ram Das in the
meetings of Aul and Kanika inspired the people
not to pay tax. The peasants formed 'Praja Sabha'
in each village. The main village of 'Praja Sabha'
was 'Ayatan'. Madhusudan Pattanaik was the
leader. Chakradhar Behera activated the Kanika
Praja movement with more enthusiasm. At last
the king  made a ban on the 'Praja Sabha'. He
ordered that "no one can arrange a meeting in the
periphery of his State." But the peasants were
very bold and in a revolutionary mood. They all
got united. One of the leaders of this movement
was Dinabandhu Khandayat Ray. He was native
of village 'Barttanee'. Bisuni Madhual was a
peasant of the same village.  Bisuni acted like a
messenger and informed the peasants regarding
the movement. He was also a very healthy young
man, having mastery over martial art. So he was
very popular among the leaders. Basudev Sethi
of Tentulikoli village was also an able youngman.
He was also master in handling Lathi and Batuli.
Anand Chandra Jena wrote a book titled,
"Dukhini Kanika"  which was distributed among
the people. The book had reflected the sorrows
and oppression story of peasants of Kanika.
Anand Jena was a teacher in Meghapur Village.
Basu used to go to that village for his traditional
service. He also discussed with teacher Anand
Jena regarding the oppression over the people
by the ruler. The king of Kanika immediately
issued a ban order on the book written by Anand
Jena. He also ordered Mr. Jena to leave his State.
The oppression over peasants increased day by
day. One day police force with officials came to
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Patrapur village. They declared to auction a house
of someone. The people opposed it. The Police
tried to arrest some people but other people
forcefully released them. The situation was grim.
In the next day more police forces were deployed
to control the situation.

It was 3rd April, 1922. That was a black
day for Indian freedom movement. Under the
leadership of Basu Sethi and Bisuni Madhual about
2000 peasants gathered with a firm resolve to
resist the army of local Zamindar from entering
the village and collecting the taxes, but they had

to pay a heavy price for it. Basu Sethi and Bisuni
Madhual were shot dead by the British Police on
the spot. Thus, the revolt of peasants of Kanika
against British rulers and the despot king of
Kanika had a magic power to inspire the common
man in the later phase of the freedom struggle of
India.

Dillip Kumar Behura lives at Qr.No.9/1, F Type, Unit-9

Flat, Bhoinagar, Bhubaneswar-22.
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Pandit Ghanashyam Panigrahi :
A Freedom Fighter

Saroj Kumar Panda

It is a matter of pride for every Indian to think
of the role played by their ancestors in freeing

India from the shackles of British colonial
government.  In this regard, the name of
Ghanashyam Panigrahi gets prominence as being
a true patriot of Odisha who dedicated a larger
part of his life participating in  our national freedom
struggle. Other prominent leaders of Sambalpur
District were Pandit Laxminarayan Mishra,
Nrusingha Guru, Chandra Sekhar Behera,
Bhagirathi Pattnaik and Laxman Satpathy etc.
Many junior members of this group began their
lives with the freedom struggle and after playing
their destined role in the freedom movement
choose other vocations after independence. We
ought to bow our heads with deep reverence to
these freedom fighters because their selfless
service and tremendous sacrifice gave us freedom
from the slavery of the British Rule.

Pandit Ghanashyam Panigrahi of Manpur
was one of the very senior freedom fighters of
undivided Sambalpur district. In the book "Smurti
Tirtha" about ten of his relatives in their
recollections have extolled his virtues as a son, a
father, a brother and a father-in-law. But what
appears to be very exceptional is that all of the
thirty odd of his co-workers and acquaintances,
who have written about him, have praised him in
no uncertain terms both as a freedom fighter and

as an exceptional human being and have
acknowledged that he was a versatile genius who
turned into gold whatever he touched.

Ghanashyam Panigrahi was born at
Manpur on 27th October 1881. The village
Manpur is now situated in the Bargarh district of
Odisha. He was the middle son of his parents
Uddhaba Panigrahi and Rahi Devi. Ghanashyam
Panigrahi started his carrier as a school teacher
at the age of 21 with a monthly salary of Rs.10/-.
He was the first teacher of the U.P. School at
Manpur which was opened in 1901. He was a
very sincere teacher. He had visited many places
in his teaching life. While he was working as a
teacher in village Ganiapali around 1910, he came
in contact with a local Kaviraj, a practitioner of
Ayurvedic medicines and thus he began his long
innings in Ayurveda.

It was no surprising that when Gandhiji
gave a call to his countrymen to join the non-
cooperation movement against the British rule in
1921, Ghanashyam Panigrahi was one of the first
individual to respond to that call wholeheartedly.
He was an active member of Indian National
Congress till India achieved independence. Up
to this period he was a teacher of his pupils in
schools and now he became a teacher of the
grown ups in real life struggle. In 1921 he attended
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the All India Congress Committee Meeting at
Ahmedabad as a representative of the Sambalpur
District Congress Committee. After returning from
Ahmedabad he devoted his entire time and energy
to enrolling people as primary members of the
Congress Party particularly in the eastern part of
the then Sambalpur district and in Sonepur and
Birmaharajpur Gadjat area. This was the most
hectic period in his life when he moved on foot
from village to village explaining to the people the
message of Gandhiji and of the Congress. Though
the students of Zilla School were the first to adopt
the non-co-operation movement in Odisha by
abstaining from their classes, Ghanashyam
Panigrahi was one of the first individual to take
the lead in organizing  the movements in the rural
areas of Sambalpur with the help of other
volunteers. In continuation of his efforts in this
direction he formed a Congress Committee at
Remanda and another at Garturum in 1936. The
same year he formed a Congress Committee with
sixty members at Bargaon with the help of
Upendra Panigrahi.

Ghanashyam Panigrahi also played an
important role in the establishment of the national
School at Sambalpur in 1921 for imparting
training to the Congress volunteers to enable them
to effectively participate in the freedom struggle.
Nrusingha Guru, along with other freedom fighters
joined this school  where Pandit Nilakantha Das,
worked as Headmaster for sometime. In course
of time Ghanashyam Panigrahi developed close
connection with the Congress members and the
Satyagraha centres at Bheuria, Panimora and
Samalipadar of the Zamindari of Raj Borasambar
as he had worked as teacher in that area for some
years. In 1939 he helped in the formation of
Congress Committee at Dhama and later at
Sahaspur and Batemura Near Sambalpur.

At the Congress Working Committee
meeting at Ahmedabad in 1921 he became

acquainted with the 18 points constructive and
creative programme adopted by Gandhiji. This
programme was formulated by Gandhi keeping
in view his idea of Rama Rajya which he sought
to establish in due course of time in India. That
India was ruled by a foreign power and that Indians
were treated as slaves by the British, according
to Gandhiji, were not the only problems that
needed to be attended, because the country
suffering from a host of social evils and the
economic backbone of the people had been
broken. There was mass illiteracy, acute poverty
and ignorance and the common people had
become a prey of social evils like untouchability
and superstitions. Thus the people in India became
slaves not only politically but also economically,
socially and morally. And political freedom alone
was not going to bring the desired changes. Hence
his 18 points constructive programme included
all such programmes which, if implemented, would
ensure an all round transformation of the existing
Indian society.

In the year 1922 Ghanashyam Panigrahi
attended the Congress Session at Gaya. The
Non-Cooperation Movement launched by Gandhi
took a violent turn in 1922. Due to Chauri Chaura
incident Gandhi decided to call off the Non-
Cooperation Movement and asked Congress
workers to devote themselves to the 18 points
programme. Ghanashyam Panigrahi decided to
devote all his efforts towards putting into practice
the creative and constructive programmes of
Gandhi. He inspired the people to boycott the
foreign cloths and gave thread to local weavers
who were preparing clothes. He worked
assiduously for popularisation of Khadi in the
eastern part of the then Sambalpur district. In 1939
he established a Charkha Sangha which had
members from villages like Kardola, Tulandi,
Mahada, Larambha, Dhatukpali, Rusuda,
Rampur and Solepali. 'Samagra Gram Seva
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Mandal' was established at Sambalpur to
popularise Khadi and Village Industries in the rural
areas. Ghanashyam Panigrahi worked as the
President and Shiba Narayan Padhi worked as
the Secretary of this Mandal.

He performed Suta or Sutra Yagyan at
many places. One such Yagyan was organized at
Bargaon in 1938 where District Congress
President Prahallad Rai Lath and Secretary
Dayanand Satpathy were present along with
Ghanashyam Panigrahi. Ghanashyam Panigrahi
accepted truth and non-violence as a way of life.
Ghanashyam Panigrahi fought for the eradication
of untouchability and it was one of the important
mission of his life. He tried for the upliftment of
Harijans and tried to educate themselves for
change in society. In course of time he became
the President of the Sambalpur District Committee
for Eradication of Untouchability. In 1925 on
December 12 and 13, the South Chitrotpala Tanti
Sammelan was organized at Ambapali.
Thousands of Tantis residing in villages in the South
of Mahanadi attended this meeting. He was very
particular about the education of the children of
the Harijan families. He therefore directed his
efforts towards establishment of schools for them.
He established Harijan School at Kudopali.  He
established another Harijan School at Burda and
a night school for Harijans at Turum. He was a
dedicated Harijan Sebak and his Sangha entrusted
him with the task of distributing books to
untouchables in the society.

Ghanshyam Panigrahi attended the
Congress Session at Gaya, Kolkata and Ramgarh
in 1925, 1928 and 1940 respectively. In the
Calcutta Session of 1928 it was decided that the
Congress should demand complete Independence
and not just Dominion status for India from the
British Government and that the declaration
should be made all over India on 26th January,

1930. Accordingly a large meeting was held at
Sambalpur near Balibandha Shiva Temple at mid
night on 30th January 1930. Ghanashyam
Panigrahi presided over this meeting. Nrusingha
Guru was also present in the meeting. Bhagirathi
Pattnaik read the Congress Declaration paper and
in this meeting the Congress adopted the
declaration, which said, that India wanted full
independence and not Dominion status.

Ghanashyam Panigrahi attended the
meeting of Prajamandal movement at different
places like Sonepur, Dhenkanal and Sambalpur.
He presided over a Gadjat Karmi Sammelan of
about six thousand people at Kalapathar in
Sonepur Gadjat. Sarangadhar Dash presided
over such a rally at Sonepur and Shiba Narayan
Padhi presided over a rally, that was held at
Tarbha. After that many meetings were held in
the Princely States of Odisha. Ghanashyam
Panigrahi attended most of the meetings and spoke
against the British cruelties and injustice of their
rule. Ghanashyam Panigrahi was not only a
freedom fighter but also a social reformer. He
dedicated his whole life for the upliftment of down-
trodden people in the society. He has occupied a
place of honour in the pages of history.
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Political Movements of Bhagirathi Pattnaik
In the Context of Gandhian Ideology

                                                                  Mahendra Kumar Dash

The history of freedom movement in Odisha
is the expression of forces that constitutes an

integral part of all India struggle. The soil of
Sambalpur has produced so many heroes who
were scarified themselves in the service of the
motherland against the tyrannical rule of the British
Government during the freedom movement in
Sambalpur. Sambalpur forms the streams of
militant nationalism in the Indian war of
Independence where the name of Bhagirathi
Pattnaik is written in golden letters.

Bhagirathi Pattnaik as the follower of
Gandhi has worked in the Non-cooperation
movement with the congress members, continued
for Peasant congregation during Civil-
disobedience movement and revolted actively in
the Quit India movement.

Early Life:

Bhagirathi Pattnaik was born on 9th

November, 1884. His father was Jadunath
Pattnaik who was an amin during the Sambalpur
land settlement and mother was Kumari Bani. He
spent his early childhood in the peaceful
atmosphere of Barpali and took admission at the
Zilla School, Sambalpur for higher education. He
left school when he was in 9th class due to the
accidental death of his father in 1903 at Attaira.1

Bhagirathi Pattnaik joined as an Odia
Teacher at Simagaon Dhanwantiri near Raipur in
1904. At that time Sambalpur District was under
Madhya Pradesh. But he suddenly resigned from
the post. Next Bhagirathi Pattnaik joined the Patna
King Prithviraj Singh Deo as a Nazir and
promoted to the position of Munsi and lastly to
the personal secretary of the King. He spent nine
years as like a deaf, dumb and blind man in the
empire of tyranny and suppression. When he
started raising voice against the oppressive king,
he was arrested and sent to Jail at Bolangir on 9th

February 1920.

The Non-Cooperation Movement and
Bhagirathi Pattnaik

Gaya Congress:

Bhagirathi Pattnaik being influenced with
the spirit of patriotism and nationalism voiced
against the tyrannical and unjust rule of the king.
Thus he was sent to jail.  After his release from
Bolangir jail on 07.12.1920, he brought a Charkha
and started spinning Khadar. He trained his son
Prafulla and wife Jambubati in this regard. At that
time Gandhiji had started his Non-cooperation
movement from 1st August 1920 and Sambalpur
took an active part in this movement. The
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movement was spread out in Sambalpur district
under the leadership of Chandra Sekhar Behera.
Students left schools, colleges to join the strike.
It was on 20th June 1921 a grand meeting was
held at Sunaripada of Barpali where Bhagirathi
played a great role in enrolling the names of the
people in the movement. People were kin to
register their names as the members of the
Congress.2

But due to the Chauri Chaura incident
Gandhiji stopped the movement and took active
interest on weaving Khadi, removal of
untouchability.

Bhagirathi Pattnaik went village to village
for preparing people for the Gaya Congress. The
preparatory meeting was held at Balibandha,
Sambalpur from 23rd October 1922 to 25th

October 1922.

Bhagirathi Pattnaik was selected to the
Orissa provincial congress from Sambalpur.
Among others Nrusingha Guru, Kunjabehari
Meher and Ladabhai Thoria, Mahavir Sing had
joined the Gaya Congress.3  They started their
journey from Jharsuguda on 21st December 1922.
The congress meeting was held from 26th

December 1922 to 31st December 1922. After
attending the conference they returned to home
with a new spirit of Gandhian ideology of
prevention of untouchability, spinning Charakha
and prevention of intoxication etc. Accordingly,
Khadi centres were opened in Bargarh, Barpali
and Attabira. Bhagirathi was accompanied in this
regard by Chintamani Pujari, Laxminarayan
Mishra, Achyutananda Purohit and others.

When Gandhiji was arrested on
11.1.1923 after Gaya Congress, Bhagirathi
Pattnaik along with his friends observed ‘Hartal’
in Sambalpur town on 18th January 1923.

Inspite of his poor economic family
condition Bhagirathi Pattnaik wanted to
participate in the Kakinada Congress held on
28.12.1923. He joined Kakinada Congress with
the Congress representative ticket No. 2447.4

Bhagirathi met Muhammad Ali the president of
the Kakinada Congress meeting and Motilal
Nehru. While returning to Sambalpur Bhagirathi
came in close contact with the Berhampur
congress committee and reached to Puri to join a
meeting with Ramdas Babaji and Nrusingha
Pattnaik. The meeting was intended to free
Gandhiji from Jail. He announced the message of
Kakinada Congress at Bhubaneswar, Khordha,
Kantilo, Baud, Sonepur, Kumbhari and Barpali.

The 39th Session of the Indian National
Congress was held at Belgoan in 1924. Jawaharlal
Nehru issued special delegates card for Bhagirathi
Pattnaik. Bhagirathi Pattnaik distributed the
cyclostyled copies regarding the negligence of the
Pradesh Congress Committee. Gopabandhu
observing the situation rushed to Bhagirathi and
said. “Bhagirathi Babu, I was really in dark, hence
I will lapse the matter let our family dispute
confined to our home, what is the need of making
a public show of it.?” His affectionate word melted
his heart. He withdrew the resolution copies from
Nehru and others.

Gandhiji visited Sambalpur on 23rd

December 1928. He was accompanied by
Kasturba Gandhi and Dev Das during his visit.
Bhagirathi organized a meeting in the memory of
Lala Lajpat Rai who was beaten by an English
Officer and ultimately died on November 1928.
Protesting against the Britishers Bhagirathi Pattnaik
on that day gave a Khaddar dhoti and a coat to
his son Prafulla.
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Declaration of Purna Swaraj and Bhagirathi
Pattnaik (Salt Campaign)

In the Lahore session of 1929 “Purna
Swaraj” was passed and congress decided to
observe the Purna Swaraj Day on 26th Jan 1930
throughout India. Bhagirathi made all
arrangements to celebrate Independence Day at
Sambalpur. District Magistrate Bharat Chandra
Nayak was present to observe the situation.
Bhagirathi read out the resolution paper passed
by the Congress.

Sambalpur played an important role
during the Salt Satyagraha movement of 1930.
Bhagirathi organized a public meeting at Bargarh
with Chaturbhuja and Premsankar to discuss the
matter. On 19th March, Laxminarayan,
Bhagirathi, Dayananda Chintamani, Sudhansu
Sekhar, Nrusingha Guru and Durga Guru were
chargesheeted and ordered to appear before the
court.

It was during the 2nd phase of the
Satyagraha on 8th July, 1932 when Bhagirathi
Pattnaik along with his revolutionary workers were
arrested. Gandhiji started individual Satyagraha
where he pleaded “All those who are able and
are willing to offer individual Satyagraha on their
own responsibility without expectation of any help
from the Congress organizations are expected to
do so”.5

Bhagirathi Pattnaik along with his wife
Jambubati Pattnaik and son Prafulla Pattnaik
started individual civil-disobedience movement.
It was on 22nd September 1933, Bhagirathi
Pattnaik along with his family members were
arrested while picketing at Bargarh.

After released from jail they began to
serve the earthquake destitute. Prafulla worked
in the relief camps of Mungher, Saharse,

Panchgahhia and Bangoan. Bhagirathi Pattnaik
met Jawaharlal Nehru who came to supervise the
relief work. On 3rd April 1934 they spent a night
with Mahatma Gandhi, Bhagbati Devi and
Jamunalal Bajaj in one camp.

Gandhi visited Orissa in May 1934 for
an intensive study of the problem of untouchables
and the method of solution. He reached
Jharsuguda on 5th May 1934 at 5 a.m. along with
Laxminarayan Sahu, Raj Kumar Bose, Thakkar
Bapa and some of his associates.6 Gandhiji also
visited the Harijan Bustee of Sambalpur on the
same day. Bhagirathi discussed various problems
with Gandhiji and informed him about their
success in closing the wine shops at different
places.

Government of India Act was passed in
1935. The Congress decided to work within the
framework of this new Act because it accorded
new status to the provinces. The act came into
force in 1937 and the Congress decided to take
part in the election for legislative assemblies at
eleven provinces. Bhagirathi took active part in
the election campaign.

Quit India Movement and Bhagirathi
Pattnaik

Bhagirathi Pattnaik took active part in the
Quit India Movement. The historic “Quit India”
resolution was passed on 14th July 1942. It
renewed the demand that British Rule in India must
end immediately. Bhagirathi organized the people
at Sambalpur with his son Prafulla. Prafulla
Pattnaik also collected funds from Deoghur and
Dhunka for the August Revolution. On 17th April
1943 Jambubati Pattnaik died due to heart fail
when Bhagirathi and Prafulla were in jail. Ayodhya
Prasad Mishra a famous congress leader lit up
the pyre.
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It was on 10th February 1943, Gandhiji
undertook a long fast for 21st days against the
atrocities and illegal collection of money by the
government. A feeling of high tension spread all
over the district. Even illiterate labourers in the
interior villages knew the deteriorating condition
of Gandhiji’s health and expressed keen anxiety
regarding the effect of his fast.7

Bhagirathi Pattnaik presided over a
meeting at Dharmasala, Sambalpur. This meeting
was organized against the anti-people policies of
the interim government. He supported the
student’s movement openly at Sambalpur on 24th

November 1945 as a protest against the firing
and lathi charge on the students in Calcutta and
he organized the students at Bargarh and Barpali.
The Independence Day was observed on 26th

Jan 1946 at some centres of the district.9

But the Independence Day was
celebrated throughout India with great joy and
enthusiasm on 15th August 1947. Mr. Garnath
Gartia presided over the Independence
celebration meeting at Barpali.

Conclusion

The contributions of Bhagirathi Pattnaik
and his family to the freedom struggle are priceless
and immeasurable. His role was not only confined
to Sambalpur but also in different parts of India.
Bhagirathi Pattnaik as a follower of Gandhiji
actively worked from Non-cooperation
movement to the Independence of India.
Bhagirathi’s contribution in the peasant
congregations, individuals Satyagraha, revolution
against the British Government and his stand
against untouchability is remarkable and historical.
He also raised his voice for equal opportunities
to all irrespective of caste, creed etc. He realised
that true democracy could not be achieved

without education. He emphasized upon the
village Panchayats to resolve the disputes of the
villagers. Bhagirathi as an ardent follower of
Gandhiji entered into the Jagannath temples at
Barpali with the untouchables. Bhagirathi took
active part in the Voodan Movement in 1957. In
this movement they got a village “Panimora’ as
Gramdan. He identified himself with the
Communist Party of India with Red Flag during
the last part of his life. He also participated actively
in the communist movement against the price rise,
unemployment and corruption in 1976. This was
the last political movement for 92 years old
Bhagirathi Pattnaik. It was on 9th July 1980 his
great soul vanished with the Supreme Soul leaving
his unforgettable deeds, for whom the soil of
Sambalpur has been glorified.
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Dibakar Patnaik : His Life and Times
R.C. Misro
 B. Devaraj

The following is a brief account of some of
the chief events in the life of Dibakar Patnaik,

a multi-faceted personality, who in various ways
served his motherland and worked for the well-
being of his fellowmen.

Born to a middle class
family at Jayantipur in
Chikitigada on 6.10.1899, he
was the eldest son of Late
Madan Mohan Diwan Bakshi
Patnaik,  popularly known as
Harshad Patnaik. His father
was a rich and influential man
as he was working as the
treasurer of Sri Radhamohan
Rajendra Dev, the Raja of
Chikiti. In 1899  Kishore
Chandra Dev, an eminent poet,
was the Raja of Chikiti.

Dibakar received his
primary education at Chikiti.
He studied upto sixth class in
the M.E. School at Chikiti. He
joined Surangi High School under Itchapur
Division where he studied upto 10th Class. He
continued his studies in Victoria High School
(presently called as Bhakta Kavi Madhusudan

Vidyapitha),  Cuttack. But he did not pass
Matriculation there. After some days, he went to
Murshidabad district and joined in the Iswar
Chandra Institute of Berhampore in Bengal and
passed Matriculation in the year 1920.

1920: Inspired by
Gandhi, Deshabandhu
Chittaranjan Das and Bipin
Behari Pal gave a call to the
students to boycott schools and
colleges in Bengal. At the
invitation of Dibakar Patnaik
and others, Bipin Behari Pal
visited Berhampore in Bengal
and delivered a fiery speech
asking the Indians to boycott
schools, colleges, courts and
foreign goods. Dibakar Patnaik
was very much inspired by this
speech and decided to join the
Congress movement with the
consent of his father Sri Madan
Mohan Patnaik. He returned to

Chikiti and participated in all Congress activities.

In 1920, Dibakar Patnaik joined the
Swarajya Ashram which was established at
Berhampur in Ganjam in 1920 by Niranjan
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Patnaik. All the Congress workers of the district
made this Ashram as the centre of their activities.
The District Congress Committee was formed for
Ganjam of which Sribatchha Panda became the
President and Niranjan Patnaik, the Secretary.

1921: Dibakar Patnaik and his associate,
Bharat Behera started Khadi movement in 1921
in Ganjam district, particularly at Kodala and
other neighbouring areas.

1922: Picketing the Tehsil Office at
Itchapur by Dibakar Patnaik, Radhakanta Padhy,
Bharat Behera, Arjun Das alongwith the local
people such as Sitaramayya, Shyam Sundar Rao
and Brundaban Panda, etc. took place in 1922,
opposing the excise tender call given by the
Government. In the first batch, Dibakar Patnaik
and a few others were arrested on 22nd February
and sentenced to six months rigorous
imprisonment.

In the second batch, the most important
person was V.V. Giri, who was arrested at
Srikakulam.

However, these arrested people were sent
to Berhampur jail. After three months they were
sent to Cadalore jail near Pondichery. Dibakar
Patnaik was imprisoned in this jail alongwith
Banchhanidhi Patnaik. When Bhikari Charan
Hota suffered from pneumonia in this jail, it was
Dibakar Patnaik who served him his best.
However, after 4 months and 7 days, on 14th
September 1922, they were released from jail.
After his release Patnaik became President of
Chikiti Panchayat for two years.

1924: In 1924 alongwith others
proceeded to Nagpur to participate in the flag
Satyagraha. But on the way in the train itself they
were prohibited to proceed further. Hence all of
them returned back to Odisha.

In this year under the Presidentship of
Pandit Gopabandhu Dash a meeting of political
leaders of Ganjam district was held at Patrapur.
Dibakar Patnaik was actively involved in this
meeting.

1925: As Dibakar Patnaik did not possess
sufficient money, he joined as a clerk in the office
of the Tea District Labour Association at Koraput.
The principal duty of this office was to send
labourers to various tea gardens of Assam. He
worked there from 1925 to 1930.

1930: In 1930 when Gandhiji started Salt
Satyagraha, Dibakar Patnaik resigned the clerical
service and joined this Salt Satyagraha. Dibakar
Patnaik was asked to take the leadership of the
first batch of Satyagrahis of Ganjam district.

He went to Koraput district to gather
Satyagrahis in order to carry out the movement
there. But before he collected any worker, he was
arrested at Koraput and was sent to
Visakhapatnam Central Jail, where Mohammed
Ali and Saukat Ali also lived. After a few months
he was sent to Rajahmundry Central Jail.

In the meantime, Patnaik was selected to
attend the Gauhati session of the Congress. But
as he was not freed from the jail, he failed to go
to Gauhati. However, after one month he was
freed from the jail alongwith two others.

1932: In1932 Patnaik became the
General Secretary of the Ganjam District
Congress Committee.

In this year, like many others, Dibakar
Patnaik started individual Satyagraha. One night
he was aarrested and was taken to Russellkonda
(i.e. Bhanjanagar) where he was kept under police
custody. The next day he was sent to the S.D.O’s
court for trial. He was found guilty and sentenced
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for 6 months rigorous imprisonment. Patnaik was
sent to Berhampur Jail and after 3 months he was
shifted to Bellary Central Jail where out of 1400
political prisoners 50 were Oriyas from Ganjam.
When they started hunger strike inside the jail
against the oppression of the jail authorities, they
were shifted to other jails. Accordingly, Dibakar
Patnaik and Narasimha Rao were sent to Nellore
Sub-Jail. Later they were released.

1933: In 1933, Patnaik suffered from
Tuberculosis (TB) at Nowrangpur in Koraput
district. He was admitted to the King George
Hospital at Visakhapatnam for treatment where
he recovered fully.

1935: In 1935, Patnaik returned to
Ganjam district and became the President of
District Congress Committee .

After some days, he and others
succeeded to organise a Ryots’ meeting at Kodala
which was presided by Dr. V.V. Giri inspite of
the strong opposition of the Khallikote Raja
Saheb. Around 7,000 ryots participated in this
meeting .

1936: The separate Odisha province was
formed. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru became the
President of the Indian National Congress. Pandit
Nilakantha Dash and Dibakar Patnaik invited
Jawaharlal Nehru to visit Odisha in November
1936 to address election meetings for the
Congress. Nehru visited Odisha for two days-
one day for Cuttack and Puri districts and the
other day for Ganjam district, and addressed
meetings at Cuttack, Puri, Berhampur and
Chhatrapur. Congress  gained a majority in
Ganjam.

In December, elections to the District
Boards took place. With the help of Dibakar
Patnaik, Maharaja K.C. Gajapathi Narayan Dev

of Paralakhemundi became the President of the
District Board unanimously. Uma Charan Patnaik
became the Vice-president.

February 1937:  Elections to the Orissa
Assembly took place. Out of 60 seats, Congress
contested 59. As a mark of respect to Parala
Maharaja K.C. Gajapathi Narayan Dev, Congress
left the seat of Paralakhemundi to him and did
not contest there. Pandit Nilakantha Dash and
Dibakar Patnaik worked hard to get an absolute
majority for the Congress. Congress won 36
seats.

In April 1937, Parala Maharaja Gajapathi
K.C. Narayan Dev became the Prime Minister
of Odisha for 3 months. Uma Charan Patnaik
became the President of Ganjam District Board.
But the members of the District Board became
dissatisfied with his activities.  He was removed
and Dibakar Patnaik was made the President. He
remained the President for two years.

In July 1937, in seven provinces of India,
the Congress formed the ministry. In Odisha,
Dibakar Patnaik proposed the name of Biswanath
Dash, who became the Prime Minister of Odisha.
This ministry was in office for about 2½ years.

In November 1937, a meeting of the
Ganjam District Board was held in the Town Hall
at Paralakhemundi. Dibakar Patnaik was given a
warm reception.

January 1938: An office of the Sub-
Registrar was established at Patrapur by the
efforts of Dibakar Patnaik which helped the
people of Chikiti, Jarada, Surangi and other
neighbouring areas to register their documents at
Patrapur instead of going to Berhampur.

1939: Subhash Chandra Bose became
the President of the Indian National Congress.
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But Gandhiji did not support him. Attempts were
made to oust Subhash from the post. Subhash
resigned and formed a new party called ‘Forward
Block’ .

In August 1939, when Subhash Chandra
Bose visited Odisha, Pandit Nilakantha Dash
welcomed him. Meetings were organised at
Cuttack and Puri where Subhash explained the
importance of the Forward Block.

Dibakar Patnaik became a follower of
Subhash Bose. In Odisha, under the leadership
of Dibakar Patnaik, Forward Block was formed.
He invited Subhash to Berhampur where a large
meeting was organised.

Pandit Nilakantha Dash, Godabarish
Mishra, Dibakar Patnaik and Jadumani Mangaraj
resigned from the Congress before they were
expelled from it. The Ganjam District Board of
which Dibakar Patnaik was the President was
dissolved in August 1939.

In October 1939, the Congress Ministry
in Odisha resigned as India joined the Second
World War.

January 1940: Subhash Bose invited
Pandit Nilakantha Dash, Godabarish Mishra and
Jadumani Mangaraj to Calcutta to discuss the
formation of coalition ministry in Odisha. Here
they informed Subhash Bose that without the help
of Dibakar Patnaik, the formation of coalition
ministry was impossible. Invitations were sent
from Calcutta to Dibakar Patnaik to join this
meeting. Dibakar Patnaik proceeded to Calcutta.
Patnaik who had earlier joined the Forward Block
assured Bose to extend his help for the formation
of a coalition ministry in Odisha. It was decided
to make Parala Maharaja, Krushna Chandra
Gajapati Narayan Dev the Prime Minister in this
coalition ministry. The ministry under Parala
Maharaja was formed.

In May 1940, again elections took place
for the District Board. Dibakar Patnaik and his
party won the elections. Dibakar Patnaik was not
in the Congress at that time. In 1940, he became
the President of the Ganjam District Board for
the second time and remained in office for 5 years
from 1940 to December 1945. During these five
years, he was responsible for establishing several
Primary Schools, M.E. Schools and High
Schools. For these developmental works he
received the support of the coalition ministry .

Dibakar Patnaik was a revolutionary
throughout his life. He was a good friend and an
associate of Subhash Bose. During the Second
World War, he planned for the landing of INA on
the shore at Huma in Ganjam district. But
unfortunately, the two military experts, who came
with the help of a submarine to assess the situation,
were immediately caught by the police when they
landed at Huma. However, Patnaik cleverly
escaped.

30th June 1944: The coalition ministry in
Odisha fell.

1945: Second World War came to an
end. In December, elections to District Boards
took place. Dibakar Patnaik and his partyrnen
faced tough challenge from the Congress party.
Dibakar Patnaik was defeated.

December 1951: Elections took place for
the Odisha State Assembly. A tough contest took
place between Dibakar Patnaik and the Speaker
Lal Mohan Patnaik, from Patrapur constituency.
Dibakar Patnaik won the election. From 1951 to
1956 he sat in the opposition.

May 1955: The All India Congress
Committee met at Berhampur. Pandit ]awaharlal
Nehru and other veteran leaders came to attend
this meeting, which continued for 5 days. Dibakar
Patnaik met Nehru, who asked Patnaik to rejoin
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the Congress which he refused.  For 9 more years
Patnaik remained outside the Congress.

1957: In Allahabad, the Forward Block
of Subhash Bose, Praja Party of Acharya
Krupalini and Socialist Party of Jaya Prakash
merged into one party under a new name i.e.,
Praja Socialist Party (PSP). In 1957, Dibakar
Patnaik joined the Praja Socialist Party. However,
from 1957 to 1958 Patnaik had virtually no
political activity.

April 1958: Elections to Rajya Sabha
took place. Dibakar Patnaik became a candidate
from the Praja Socialist Party. Though PSP had
less members in the Assembly, yet Patnaik
managed to get the support of many and became
the member of Rajya Sabha for 6 years from 1958
to April 1964. He sat in the opposition.

April 1964: The membership of Rajya
Sabha ceased after the completion of 6 years.
Dibakar Patnaik joined the Congress after a
period of 24 years. He was made the Ganjam
District Congress President.

August 1965: Dibakar Patnaik became
the President of Berhampur Co-operative Land
Development Bank on 8th August 1965. When
on 25.09.1968 the next election to this bank took
place, Dibakar Patnaik was unanimously elected
as its President.

Patnaik was also the President of
Berhampur Transport Employees Union, a post
he held till his death.

February 1967: Elections took place to
Odisha Legislative Assembly. Dibakar Patnaik
contested from the Patrapur constituency as a
Congress candidate and won  But the Congress
did not get a majority in the Assembly elections.
In March 1967, Swatantra-Jana Congress formed
a coalition ministry.

February 1971:  Coalition ministry fell.

In 1971, Dibakar Patnaik joined Utkal
Congress, a new regional party established by
Biju Patnaik.

In March 1971, elections took place
simultaneously to Odisha Legislative Assembly
and to the Parliament. Dibakar Patnaik contested
the Raja Saheb of Chikiti from Chikiti constituency
and was defeated. The Raja Saheb, who
contested on a Congress ticket, won the election.

1972: Dibakar Patnaik received pension
as a  freedom fighter.

24th November 1975: Dibakar Patnaik
released a portrait of Gaura Chandra Deo in the
main Darbar Hall of the Chikiti Palace.

1st March 1976: In the morning,  Dibakar
Patnaik  boarded an O.R.T. passenger bus at
Chikiti in order to attend a meeting of Berhampur
Co-operative Land Development Bank at
Berhampur. The bus after running 9 kilometers,
fell 70 feet down the Tamana ghat. Patnaik died
in the accident. His body was cremated the next
day on the bank of Bahuda river at Chikiti.

Thus, Dibakar Patnaik, a life-long
bachelor, an active politician and a reputed social
worker social worker who was associated with
the Kishan Movements, a pioneer of Co-operative
Movement in south Odisha, a dedicated patriot
who was imprisoned several times for participating
in the freedom struggle, passed away.

R. C. Misro is Reader, P.G. Department of History,
Berhampur University, Berhampur - 760007.

B. Devaraj is Lecturer in History, Chikiti Mahavidyalaya,
Chikiti, Ganjam.
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Role of Malati Choudhury and Her
Associates in Indian National Movement

Janmejay Choudhury

An incomparable revolutionist, a brave and
daring freedom fighter, a committed social

worker and one of the foremost nationalistic
leaders was Mrs. Malati Choudhury popularly
known as Numa. She joined the National
Movement as a teenaged girl during the Non-
cooperation Movement in 1920.
When women rarely dared to
step out of their houses, it was
through sheer determination and
commitment that she not only
succeeded in encouraging other
women to comeout of the four
walls of the kitchen but also
succeeded in infusing a new life
and vigour to the movement
against the British rule in Orissa.
Aiming at an egalitarian and
socialistic society, she lived and
moved extensively amongst the
peasantry and the tribals of
Koraput, Sukinda and many
other areas. She was strong-
willed but at the same time affectionate and
motherly for many who were fortunate enough
to come across this great lady during her life time.
As a freedom fighter, she was probably the last
crusader whose lifelong passion was to champion

equal opportunities for all in the country. Through
her efforts hundreds of women came out of their
houses and took an active part in the Salt
Satyagraha of 1930 at Inchudi and Kujang. In
1940 she became the President of the Provincial
Congress Committee and in 1942 she joined as

a member of the All India
Congress Committee. In her
pursuit of an egalitarian society
she vigorously championed the
cause of the peasants and tried
her best to mobilise support for
the abolition of Zamindari in
Orissa. She was also instrumental
in the formation of the Orissa
Krushak Sabha and its mouth
piece 'Krushan.

The worker-peasant force was
initiated into the freedom
movement by the radicals during
the 1930s. But the number of
women radicals, both in case of
leadership and participation, was

very much limited in Orissa in comparison to their
male compatriots. Except Malati Choudhury no
other woman leader could think of radicalism at
that time. Top ranking women leaders preferred
to follow and practise the Gandhian style of
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passive opposition and social-moral uplift. Even
Malati Choudhury, on many occasions, preferred
to work as a moderate socialist within the
Congress. Women radicalism found roots among
in the girl students in 1940s who worked in the
line of Students Federation and Communist Party
prominent among them were Nirupama Mohanty,
Nandini Satapathy, Sabitri Acharya, Bithi Ghosh,
Ramarani Ray, Sushila Devi. They had an intimate
co-worker and activist in Shyamoli Lahidi, the
Secretary of Women Students Congress.1

Remaining within the Congress framework Malati
Choudhury had all the sympathy for radical
freedom fighters. Basically a revolutionary, she
restrained herself in obedience to Congress
ideology. Her role in the State Peoples' movement
exhibited her radical activities. She addressed the
Dhenkanal peasants and women meeting on Sept.
2, 1938 primarily on Communist lines.2  Prior to
that she had presided over the Cuttack district
Krushak Sammilani on 30th April 1937 at
Anakhia. She contended that "India would soon
plunge into a state of revolution and that Orissa
would be the first to greet such a movement being
pressed by the conditions of poverty and all round
misery prevailing all over the province."3  On
behalf of the Utkal Congress Socialist Party, she
declared the programme for amelioration of the
plight of the peasants including abolition of
landlordism without compensation and
amendment of Tenancy Laws. It may be recalled
here that she never put a knot on her head to
dress the hairs in a vow till the achievement of
independence. Even later perhaps for her radical
ideas, she very often found it difficult to pull well
with Congress.4

But the scenario changed during 1940s
with the spread of radicalism among the women
particularly among the students. The breach

between Congress and Communists remained
unbridged and the strenuous relationship
deteriorated further with the communist policy and
response to the Quit India movement.5 The
communist capitalised on the students force. Their
activities built a strong net-work of students
organisations through Students' Federation by
teaching and preaching ideas of communism to
the youth mass. The youth wing of Congress was
loosened in face of the superb organising skill of
the Students' Federation. The communists
concentrated on certain pockets, Cuttack being
the headquarter, where the Students' Federation
maintained absolute control over the students.

Individual Satyagraha started at various
places of Cuttack district. Malati Choudhury
wrote a letter to Gandhi for allowing her to join
Satyagraha, but Gandhi did not allow her as her
daughter was only one year old. Individual
Satyagraha also started in some places of Ganjam
district on 4th December 1940. Smt. A. Laxmibai
in a meeting at Berhampur was arrested by the
police for delivering anti-war speech. Smt.
Champa Devi was arrested by the police for
offering individual Satyagraha at Rassolkunda.
Gandhi choiced Solora Devi and A. Laxmibai for
Individual Satyagraha. The Individual Satyagraha
lingered for a long period and the Congress
leaders were sentenced to jail for giving anti-war
slogans. A resolution was passed by All India
Congress Committee on 8th August 1942,
popularly known as 'Quit India Resolution' which
demanded India's Independence from the British
Government and it was the final struggle without
any compromise for ending British Raj in India.6

Being a leading personality of that period was
Malati Choudhury, attended the A.I.C.C.
conference at Bombay on 8th August, 1942. She
was a close associate of Surendranath Dwivedy
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and a founder member of the underground
movement in Orissa. After the 'Quit India'
resolution was passed by AICC, Yousuf
Meherally, the then Mayor of Bombay, convened
a secret meeting of the socialists in his residence.7

Among others, Achut Patawardhan, Ram
Manohar Lohia, Rama Nandan Mishra, Ashok
Mehta, Smt. Malati Choudhury and Surendranath
Dwivedy were present. There, it was decided to
launch the under-ground movement against the
British by hoodwinking the police.8 Malati
Choudhury, who was present in meeting also
endorsed the proposal. Finally the decision was
adopted by the All India Congress Committee.
Imprisonment of the Congress leaders all over
India rang the alarm bell which alerted the people
for immediate action. Then the storm broke out
with all its fury and shook the Government at its
foundation. The fury of the storm of popular
movement overwhelmed the people so blatantly
that they did not find any outlet to the situation.
Suddenly Rama Devi was also arrested and kept
in Cuttack Jail alongwith four top ranking
Congress leaders. But Malati Choudhury was
escaped from imprisonment. She had to walk
down to Cuttack from Bhubaneswar. The ultimate
saying of Gandhiji 'Do or Die' always vibrated in
her mind. In fact she laid the foundation of 'August
Revolution' in Orissa. The revolutionary activities
of the Oriya women like Malati Choudhury and
Rama Devi aroused majority of the women folks
of Orissa to stand on their heels. Spirit of Quit
India movement touched everyone and the girl
students of Ravenshaw College participated in it.
Marching in a procession to demonstrate anti-
British feeling they initiated the boarders of
Nursing Hostel for their participation.9 The
demonstration was peaceful. But some of the girl
students like Nirupama Rath and Nandini
Satapathy, who joined Students' Federation later,

actively participated in the demonstration while
they were students of Secondary and Primary
schools respectively. Another young lady of 15
years old, Uttara Choudhury rightly inherited the
spirit of revolution from her parents, Nabakrushna
Choudhury and Malati Choudhury. In the
beginning of 1942 movement, "She sympathised
actively with the Congress campaign and
advocated strike in schools and sabotage
communication network in an extensive scale. It
was also known that she went out of her way to
meet Ramananda Mishra, (Socialistic leader of
Bihar) when he was taken out from the Cuttack
jail."10 She was suspected to be in close contact
with other active Congress workers and acted as
an intermediary between Congress organisers
who had gone underground and those who were
indulging in subversive activities. She was detained
by Government on the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Police (CID), Special Branch
and the District Magistrate, Cuttack.11 The Quit
India resolution of August 1942 as well as
Congress directive to it's followers on the maxim,
'Do or Die' was not taken lightly by the government
as it brought in its wake mass disturbances of an
appalling and unprecedented nature occured in
may places.

The women displayed their gallantry when
they heard about the arrest of prominent leaders
of Orissa. Surendranath Dwivedy acting as the
guide of Malati Choudhury spearheaded the
protest march in Orissa. The secret bulletins
helped them to organise the movement in a
systematic way. Meetings, hartals and strikes went
on as usual. The Quit India Movement slowly
went on gathering  momentum in far and wide
corners of Orissa. During the Quit India movement
in Orissa many women Satyagrahis courted arrest
and were lodged in different jails. At that time the
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Cuttack jail hosted women freedom fighters like
Rama Devi, Malati Choudhury, Sunamani Devi,
Priyambada Devi, Harapriya Devi, Sushila Devi,
Manyala Devi, Godavari Devi, Sobharani Panda,
Sashibala Kanungo, Khetramani Devi, Usha Devi,
Haramoni Devi, Bimala Devi, Bilasi Devi, Bela
Devi, Kiran Lekha Ray, Sakuntala Mahanty and
Uttara Choudhury etc. Malati Choudhury took
an outstanding role in the underground activities
in the 42 Resolution. As an underground leader
she guided the progress of the movement at
different parts of Orissa. She remained also a
leading woman stalwart in the movement.

Thus, the women of Choudhury family and
associates played their most glorious and heroic
role in all phases of freedom movement such as
Non-Cooperation movement, Civil Disobedience
movement, individual Satyagraha movement and
in the Quit India movement. As a freedom fighter,
Smt. Malati Choudhury was probably the one
crusader whose life long passion was to fight for
equal opportunities for all in free India.
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In Odisha, a good number of freedom fighters
had dedicated their lives fighting  against the

British rule. Among the freedom fighters, Mangalu
Pradhan was one among them, who took  charge
of Remunda Area of Baragarh.  He was born in
1907  in a Kulta family in Remunda village in the
district of Baragarh. His father's  name was
Chandia Pradhan, who was a farmer and his
mother's name was Parvati Pradhan, a lady of
high spiritual character.  Their family was consisting
of four members, namely the couple; the only son
Mangalu and daughter Ganden. Agriculture was
their main sources of income. When he was about
20 years old, his father passed away. After his
father's death, the family responsibility was on his
head. The responsibility of his sister's marriage
was also on his head. Later on his sister was
married in Patarpali.  He also married in the age
of 25. His main occupation was agriculture. Like
his father he was also a man of art and craft. In
his early youth he was famous for his carpentry.
At that time he found some defects in Ghana
(sugar cane mill) then he applied his technical
knowledge in  repairing it.  At that time India was
under the British rule. Meanwhile the freedom
struggle was in its peak being influenced by
Gandhiji. Some Congress leaders of Odisha like
Gopabandhu Chaudhuri, Ramadevi, Bhagirathi

Pattanaik and Dr. Harekrishna Mahtab etc. took
initiative for collecting men power and wealth for
freedom struggle. They organized meeting in
different villages and motivated people to join the
freedom struggle.

The eminent Congress leaders of
Sambalpur district like Bhagirathi Pattanaik, his
wife Smt. Jambubati Devi launched their
programme at Remunda by organizing meeting
and picketing.  The people of Remunda were
influenced by the freedom movement. So, they
took active part to strengthen the movement. They
took oath to actively engage themselves in
collecting men power at Remunda, among them
the natable freedom fighters were Mangalu
Pradhan and 15 followers. Mangalu Pradhan took
the leadership at Remunda to collect men power
and his chief objective was to get freedom and
save the people from the inhuman activities of the
British Government. He had participated in the
freedom struggle  as a young soldier at the age of
30. Before this, he participated in the non-
cooperation movement. The other freedom
fighters of Remunda had assisted him in the
freedom struggle. He went to jail for three times.
In the jail he was in contact with Dr. H.K.Mahtab,
C.S.Behara, G.S.Panigrahi and Bhagirathi
Pattanaik.

Mangalu Pradhan :
A  Freedom  Fighter of Odisha

                                                                                                                Ramesh Meher
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 On 10th March 1920 Mahatma Gandhi
had issued a manifesto to lAunch non-violent
movement of non-cooperation. The leaders of
Khilafat movement also joined this movement
which strengthened not only the ideas and
principles of Gandhi but also the Hindu Muslim
Unity. Thus it turned into a mass movement. It
was inaugurated on 1st August 1920, though
Lokmanya Tilak promised his help but he died
midnight. His funeral showed the Hindu Muslim
Unity.

The programme of the non-cooperation
movement :

 Surrender of titles and honorary offices.

 Resignation from nominated seats in local
bodies.

 It included number of boycotts such as:
Boycott of British goods, British
Government, Government controlled
school's and college, boycott of British
Courts and Legislatives, boycott of
elections to the Assembly and the Provincial
Councils.

 Promotion of Swadeshi goods especially
hand spun and hand woven Khadi cloth.

 Distribution of 20 lakh Charkhas among
the unemployed to provide employment to
them.

 Enrollment of volunteers in large number.

 Removal of untouchabilities.

 Establishment of National College and
School.

The Government was shocked as the
movement became a tidal wave and swept all
sections of people. Hindu Muslim Unity was
another feature of this movement; the Government

declared this movement illegal.  Police opened fire
and lathi-charged on the peaceful demonstrators.
The repression was very serious and widespread
in U.P. Police opened fire on peaceful pilgrims,
assembled in Gurudwara Nanaka Sahib in the 1st
weak of March 1921. Throughout India, that
movement spread like wild fire and also reflected
in the small village Remunda, where the minor boy
Mangalu Pradhan  also took-up some activities
against the British. At that time he advised the
local people not to cooperate with the British and
by organizing public meeting he tried to create
consciousness among the people.

The civil disobedience movement, which
lasted from 1930-32, was another landmark of
freedom movement. The goal was adopted in the
Lahore Session in 1929. The Congress  and the
people  all over the country observed complete
Independence day on 20th January by taking
pledge of Independence and carrying out the
Congress instructions issued from time to time
establishing Purna Swaraj.

Besides breaking the Salt Laws, the Civil
Disobedience Movement included boycott of
British goods and clothes, refusing payment of
revenue by the peasant and jamindar, picketing
in front of  liquor shops, strikes by railway
employees and mill workers, Hartal and
demonstration against the foreign rule. Students
were asked to leave  Government schools  and
colleges. Employees were asked  to resign from
their services to give tough time to British
administration etc. People followed Gandhi and
joined  this movement. Students and women were
also active in this freedom struggle.

The Civil Disobedience Movement in
Orissa  was led by leaders like Gopabandhu Das,
Dr. Harekrishna Mahtab, Nabakrishna
Chaudhury, Gopabandhu Caudhury etc. In the
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meanwhile, in western Orissa the Civil
Disobedience Movement spread rapidly. Leaders
like Nrusingha Guru, Chandra Shekhar Behera,
Bhagirathi Pattanaik, Dayananda Satapathy and
Mangalu Pradhan led this movement.

Once, when a meeting was held at
Remunda, the police came and disturbed the
meeting by blank fire of some rounds. Mangalu
Pradhan got down from the stage and said,
standing in front of the gun,"fire me; if you have
courage." There is no necessity of making so much
noise." This prominent fighter was imprisoned in
the year 1938, where he stayed in the jail for 15
days and gave a fine of Rs.30/- in Sambalpur jail,
where they were bound to do some work. In the
year 1940, he was again arrested by police and
kept in jail. He stayed for two months in jail.

The Quit India Movement commenced
on 8th August 1942. It was proposed to start  a
non violent mass struggle under the leadership of
Gandhi, to achieve the immediate end of British
rule in India. Gandhi also appealed the people to
take pledge not to take rest until the freedom was
granted to them. He called for "Do or Die." He
also appealed  the people to face the danger and
hardship with courage.  Gandhiji and other leaders
were arrested. Their arrest left the movement in
the hand of masses and the revolution spread like
wild fire all over the country. The police did not
spare the local Congress men. They were also
arrested. Therefore, it became a leaderless mass
movement. The people plunged into revolution
unprepared, agitated, angry and without any
guidance. Thus it became famous as August Kranti
or  Quit India Movement.

After 11th August 1942, situation went
completely out of control. The non-violent
movement turned  violent as the revolutionaries

took advantage of the situation and attacked
police stations, Government offices and
Government officials. This included cutting of
telephone wires, damaging railway line, bridges,
post offices, telegraph system, raising barriers in
cities and towns and other form of violent
demonstrations. As in many places communication
was disrupted, public life virtually came to a
standstill and business was suspended. Any place
or any act, which was considered as the British
symbol was destroyed. The students took part in
the revolutionary work. There were strikes in the
police stations, post offices, railway stations,
colleges, schools, and factories and small offices
went in to hartal.

At many places Action Committees were
formed to conduct the movement. The peasants
were asked  not to pay taxes and even in some
villages they started parallel Government.  The
British Government miscalculated the power of
the leaderless masses. It was big surprise for them
as people were striking to establish the motto of
"Do or Die". The Viceroy Linlithgow reported
nervously to Premier Churchill on 31st August
1942 that the rebellion was more serious and
powerful than the Revolt of 1857.

So the Government tried to crush the
movement by adopting barbarous methods against
the demonstrators.  Firing, lathi charge, merciless
beating and inhuman torture on the demonstrators
became a regular feature. Even Churchill had to
reinforce white soldiers in India to crush the
movement. Police did not spare the simple
villagers gathered in protest meetings. It is not
possible to know the actual number of people
who died in this movement, as there was
completely blackout of news. The British
Government held Gandhiji responsible for all the
violence in the movements. Gandhiji's influence
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increased not only in India but also at the
international level. Thus British Government failed
to crush the spirit of freedom among the Indians.

The Government released political
prisoners in a phased manner and the return of
Mahtab from Ahmed Nagar Jail signaled the
beginning of fresh development in the state. He
recovered the Swaraj Ashram at Cuttack from
police control which served as a meeting place
for nationalists. Then different leaders including
Bhagirathi Pattanaik, Chandra Sekhar Behera,
Budharam Dubey, Mangalu Pradhan came to the
political scenario of Dr Mahtab.

Mangalu Pradhan was arrested by police
in this movement and faced an imprisonment of
three months in the jail where he suffered a lot
due to legal punishment.  According to Dwaraka
Nath Mahapatra, a close associate of Mangalu
Pradhan, they had undertaken painstaking work
in jail such as gardening, pounding wheat and rice,
hammering the stone ate. While pounding wheat
Mangalu Pradhan eat all the wheat given by the
Jailer and  asked other also to do so. He raised
his voice against the Jailer for unpalatable food.19

That is why he was transferred from Sambalpur
Jail to Cuttack Jail. When he returned from
Cuttack Jail the village saw him with hatred and
did not allow Mangalu Pradhan to participate in
social activities. Having seen the wrong intention

of people towards him, he explained the people
that, "Going to Jail is not a crime but it was just an
attempt to gain independence from Britishers." In
this way he motivated the minds of people and
created nationalism as well as patriotism in heart
and soul of the peoples of Remunda and adjacent
area. There after a large number of people
followed his ideology and did not afraid the police
and imprisonment.

From the above discussion it is clear that
Mangalu Pradhan was a freedom fighter. In term
of his role in freedom struggle the major part to
be seen in the Quit India Movement. But before
this, during the non-cooperation movement he
attended different meetings and gained the
knowledge about freedom struggle. During the
Civil Disobedience Movement, he took major part
in organizing meetings to aware people. In the
Quit India Movement, Mangalu Pradhan played
an important role in picketing and marches in
Bargarh area. He was also put in the jail  thrice.
All these activities show his dedication for the
motherland.

Ramesh Meher, Conservator, Manuscript Conservation
Centre, P.G. Department of History, Sambalpur
University, Jyoti Vihar, Sambalpur.
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Indumati, The Living Legend of
Ranpur Rebellion

Braja Paikaray

Many glorious chapters of Odishan history
has not seen the light of the day. The

unparallel patriotism and uncommon nationalism
of the family of Saheed Dibakar Parida, (the
legendary leader of Ranapur rebellion) can only
be compared with the patriotism
and nationalism of Chapekar
brothers of Maharastra. Younger
brothers Ratnakar, Chakradhar
and sister Indumati had followed
the foot prints of their illustrious
brother patriot Dibakar who led
the historic Ranapur Rebellion and
sacrificed his life for the cause of
Odisha Gadajat movement and
Indian freedom struggle.

Though Bisoi Samanta
Harihar Parida, the freedom
loving father of revolutionary
Dibakar was serving as the
Sarbarakar (Revenue officer) of Ranapur king,
he was never-the-less a bold, dynamic, self
respecting and dignified person. It became evident
in one occasion when Daroga (Police)
Dinabandhu Mohanty was involved in illegal
transportation of paddy and rice from Ranapur
princely State to Khurda Khasmahal area during

dead of the night. The bullock cart carrying paddy
and rice had been seized  by Bisoi Samanta
Harihar's own men. The matter was reported to
Raj Darbar and a case was instituted by Bisoi
Samant Harihar against Daroga Dinabandhu in

the royal Court of the king. But
subsequently the case was
compromised between Daroga
Dinabandhu and Bisoi Samant
Harihar through the Dewan of
Ranapur State. This incident had
left a deep impression on the life
and personality of Bisoi Samanta
Harihar Parida's children who
were bold and patriotic in nature.

The loving father had met an
untimely death before eight years
of historic Ranapur Rebellion and
Dibakar as the eldest son of the
family had to shoulder the family

burden. Though Dibakar had become the lawful
owner and had succeeded a large estate after the
sad demise of his illustrious father, he joined in
the "Narendra Printing Press" of the king for social
prestige and dignity.

In the pre-independence era the princely
State Ranapur was ruled by Sri Krushna Chandra
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Narendra Bajradhar Mohapatra, an uneducated
paralytic patient who was infamous for his mal-
administration.

The evil system of Bethi (wage free work)
Bheti, (presentation given to the king unwillingly),
Najarana, (Presentation given by the subjects
whenever the king visits any village) and human
sacrifice before Maninag Durga (the presiding
deity of Ranapur King) was prevalent in Ranpur
Gadjat and the king had become the symbol of
injustice and tyranny.

The revolutionary spirit of Patriot Dibakar
impelled him not to remain silent but to raise his
voice of sanity against the oppression and tyranny
of the king and his henchmen on the poor subjects
of Ranapur and as a result of which he had to
take the tough decision to resign from his job which
he had served for long seven years. Leaving a
settled job was only possible on the  part of
Dibakar whose love for common man was
uncomparable and worth mentioning.

After tendering resignation, patriot
Dibakar started organizing the common mass
through his revolutionary writings and fiery
speeches as a result of which the agitation took
gigantic form. In order to crush the Praja rebellion,
the king and his henchmen offered bribe to patriot
Dibakar but failed to lure him to their trap. Because
patriot Dibakar was an exceptional personality
who was ready for self sacrifice and had vowed
to wipe out the injustice, tyranny of the ruler of
Ranapur princely state.

Warrant of arrests was issued by the
royal court against revolutionary Dibakar, his
younger brothers Ratnakar and Chakradhar with
a view to suppress the Praja Rebellion of Ranapur
who were extending all support to their illustrtious

brother Dibakar to strengthen the revolution. In
order to avoid the arrest Ratnakar went
underground and stayed at Kolkata incognito,
Chakradhar went to Burma crossing all hurdles
and joined the Azad Hind Fouj of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose as an Odia recruiting officer and
subsequently was imprisoned at the then Rangoon
Central Jail by the British Army as a war prisoner.

Hence, there was no male member in the
ancestral home of patriot Dibakar except his
mother Smt. Tara Devi and younger sister
Indumati.

Revolutionary Dibakar was the king pin
of Ranapur Rebellion who was responsible for
the smooth management of Ranapur agitation and
at the same time had kept close contacts with the
then prominent Congress leaders like
Nabakrushna Choudhury, Malati  Choudhury,
Harekrushna Mahatab, Sarangadhar Das,
Bhagirathi Mohapatra, Gangadhar Paikaray,
Rama Devi and Sarala Devi. He was going to
Swaraj Ashram of Cuttack frequently for
discussing the day -to-day development of Praja
movement. In order to strengthen the Praja
agitation and to arouse the hidden patriotism in
the hearts of the common mass, patriot Dibakar
had written two revolutionary songs namely "Jagi
Utha" and "Agei Chal". As a member of editorial
board of "Krushak", the then mouthpiece of
Gadajat movement and for the secret discussion
with prominent Congress leaders of the State,
Patriot Dibakar was duty bound to come to
Cuttack many a times. On the other hand a
number of Congress leaders, workers and
freedom fighters from different parts of the State
of Odia were pouring into the ancestral home of
patriot Dibakar. The mother and younger sister
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of Dibakar were looking after them without any
hesitation who were much impressed by the
patriotism and self sacrificing nature of these
freedom fighters.

The inefficient ruler, the tyrant Dewan and
the selfish Amalas were keen to arrest and imprison
patriot Dibakar, as he was leading the Praja
Movement of Ranapur princely state. In order to
avoid the arrest, patriot Dibakar was compelled
to hide himself in the nearby deep jungle of Gada-
Banikilo at the day time. At the dead of the night
Dibakar was entering into his home silently and
was leaving for the deep forest at the time of dawn.
It had become the common practice of patriot
Dibakar to stay inside the forest at the day time
and to leave the same at night.

It was the last part of the year 1938.
Being informed from reliable sources that Dibakar
was staying in his house, about 50 numbers of
sepoys of Ranapur king had encircled the
ancestral residence of patriot Dibakar in order to
arrest him and knocked to open the door of the
house.

Indumati, the brave younger sister of
Dibakar, who was a girl of only 13 years at that
time, opened the door of the house from inside
and witnessed the king's sepoys having red turbans
on their heads. The king's sepoys asked the little
girl Indumati with a threatening voice, "where is
your brother Dibakar, tell him to come out of the
house within a moment or else we would be
compelled to enter forcibly inside your house to
arrest him." Indumati was made of different stuff.
She was not a common girl to be bent down so
easily by the threatening of king's sepoys. She
was bold and fearless like her brother. Indumati
replied emphatically to the king's sepoys' "Elder

brother Dibakar has gone to Cuttack since
yesterday and there was none inside our house
except my mother and myself. But if you sepoys
dare to enter inside our house forcibly I would
cut you into pieces by sword." The king's sepoys
were much convinced and believed that perhaps
Dibakar was absent in the house or else how could
a little girl venture to talk like this before a number
of  red turbaned sepoys ? Believing the version
of little Indumati as true, the sepoys left for
Rajranapur. But in fact Dibakar was staying inside
the house at that time and after departure of the
sepoys he immediately left his residence and
entered in the deep forest of Gadabanikilo in
order to evade the police arrest. On that fateful
day Dibakar could be able to save himself from
the clutches of king's police due to the courage
and presence of mind of his younger sister
Indumati. This event made Indumati very much
prominent among the then freedom fighters and
Praja Mandal leaders of Ranapur princely state.
It was the auspicious day of 5th January, 1939. A
large number of people had assembled in front of
the Ranapur palace to put forth their grievances
to the king under the leadership of patriot Dibakar
and his friend Raghunath. Receiving secret news
from the king, the British political agent Major
R.L. Bazelgettee proceeded towards Ranapur
alongwith police force to crush down the rebellion
of the subjects but due to the changing events he
was beaten to death by the angry mob. The British
Govt. arrested patriot  Dibakar and Raghunath,
imprisoned them and at last hanged them accusing
for the murder of Maj. Bajelgettee. The death
punishment of Raghu-Dibakar would remain as a
black spot of British Judiciary for ever.

In the year 1943 at the age of 18
Indumati, the brave sister of Saheed Dibakar  got
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married to Dambarudhar Paikaray of
Gadamanatir, Khurda. Indumati, who was born
at Gadabanikilo on 16th July, 1925 as the worthy
sister of great patriot Saheed Dibakar has now
turned eighty, crossing long turbulent years of life.
But these years have not been able to bow down
for inborn fighting spirit and courage. One can
guess her undying spirit and a deep sense of
reverence and belongingness for her elder brother
Saheed Dibakar while recounting the bygone era
of self sacrifice, the Indian Freedom Struggle and
Ranapur Praja Rebellion. Indumati is uncommon
like her illustrious elder brothers Saheed Dibakar,
the mastermind of Ranpur Rebellion, Freedom
fighter, Late Ratnakar, the arch follower of his
patriot brother Dibakar and freedom fighter Late

Chakradhar, the Odia recruiting officer of Azad
Hind Fouj. She has become a living legend and a
source of  inspiration in her own life time for her
uncommon bravery whose name would certainly
find a place in the annals of Odishan history.

Recognizing her contribution towards
Ranapur Praja Rebellion  and Indian freedom
movement and as the worthy sister of Saheed
Dibakar,  she has been honoured by different
organisations like "Chinta 'O' Chetana",  "Freedom
fighter Suryamani Nayak Smruti Parisad",
"Freedom Fighter Binayak Mohapatra Jayanti
Committee", "Utkal Sammilani Sata-Barshik-
Ustsav."  "Rajadhani Dainik Hat Byabasayi
Sangha" and "Saheed Raghu-Dibakar Yubak
Sangha, Badabhuin, Ranapur.
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 Dr. Sadasiba Tripathy as a Freedom Fighter

Dr. Bijaya Kumar Misra

Dr. Sadasiba Tripathy is the worthy son of
Nabarangpur. He was the Chief Minister of

Orissa from 1965-67. He was born a hundred
years back.  Then India was under British Rule.
When he became young he dreamt and worked
for the independent India. The researcher has
highlighted the role of  Dr. Sadasiba Tripathy in
National Freedom Movement of India through
this short article.

Mahatma Gandhi started the Freedom
Movement in India against the Britishers after his
return from South Africa. His Civil Disobedience
Movement had an impact on the minds of the
freedom fighters of undivided Koraput District.
Being inspired by the call of Gandhiji, the leaders
of undivided Koraput District opened a branch
of Indian National Congress. Shri Radha Krishna
Biswasray (who was then known as Gandhi of
Koraput), Shri Radha Mohan Sahu and Shri
Sadasiba Tripathy were the founders of Congress
organization in Koraput district. Shri Biswasray
divided the work among themselves. Accordingly
Shri Sadasiba Tripathy was to organize the
movement in Nabarangpur area (Shri Biswasray
worked for Koraput and Shri Radha Mohan Sahu
worked for Jeypore and Malkangiri area). At that
time Shri Tripathy was a Science Teacher at
Jeypore High School. Being inspired by Shri

Biswasray he left the job. At that time he was
residing at Sunari Street, Jeypore and his house
for a short time became meeting place of freedom
fighters. So as per the decision of Congress
leaders Shri Tripathy left Jeypore and came back
to Nabarangpur for organization of Congress
work. Then Nabarangpur became his work place.

Sadasiba Tripathy became an active
member of the Indian National Congress. He paid
four Annas as subscription towards his
membership. He also started wearing khadi dress
and followed Mahatma’s principles (like
prohibition, truth, non-violence etc). It became a
news in Nabarangpur area when Sadasiba joined
the Indian National Congress. Shri Sadasiba
Tripathy inspired other leaders of Nabarangpur
area. Among them were Shri Laxmi Chandra Das,
Shri Sadanand Mohanty, Shri Anaji Rao, Shri
Jagannath Tripathy, Shri Simanchal Behera, Md.
Baji, Shri Raghunath Choudhury and many others.
Some of the leaders from outside Nabarangpur
were also inspired by the call of Shri Tripathy.
Shri Rabi Singh Majhi, Shri Bali Pujari, Shri
Balaram Kalar of Umerkote, Shri Raidhar Jani,
Shri Sanu Majhi of Dabugaon, Shri Madhab
Pradhani and Shri Syam Sundar Pradhani of
Baghsiuni, Shri Miru Harijan of Patri were among
them who joined the freedom movement.
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The year 1936 was a landmark in the
history of Orissa. On 1st April of that year Orissa
became a separate province. Under Government
of India Act 1935 Provincial Assemblies were set
up. For Orissa Provincial Assembly elections were
conducted. There were three seats for undivided
Koraput District. Those seats were Koraput,
Jeypore and Nabarangpur. From Nabarangpur
seat Shri Sadasiba Tripathy contested through
Congress ticket. His contestant was Shri Harihar
Misra and Shri Sadasiba Tripathy became
victorious in this election.

For the training of Congress workers Shri
Radha Krishna Biswasray started an Ashram in
Nuaput near Jeypore. It was just like the
Sabarmati Ashram of Mahatma Gandhi. The
Ashram started in the year 1938. In the first stage
it was proposed to train 350 Congress workers.
From Nabarangpur Shri Sadasiba Tripathy, Shri
Laxmichandra Das, Shri Raghunath Choudhury
and others attended Nuaput Ashram Training
Centre. Shri Biswanath Dash, Maa Ramadevi,
Shri Naba Krushna Choudhury, Smt. Malati Devi
and other eminent freedom fighters visited this
Nuaput Ashram.

At the national level a significant event
took place. For the post of Congress President
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose contested against
Mahatma Gandhi’s candidate Dr. Pattabhi
Sitarameya. After the training from Nuaput the
Congress leaders of Nabarangpur went to
Cuttack to cast their votes for Congress
Presidency in 1938. With 26 members of
Nabarangpur Shri Sadasiba Tripathy went to
Cuttack. It is to be noted here that Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose defeated Pattabhi (Mahatma’s
candidate).

From 1939 onwards Shri Sadasiba
Tripathy worked tirelessly for Congress. He

moved from village to village to spread Gandhiji’s
message. At that time 2nd World War started.
England became a party to it. Shri Tripathy
convinced the people not to pay tax or war
donation to Government. He also joined the
individual Satyagraha, called by Mahatma. He
initiated people to spinning and mobilized them
to take oath on Gandhiji’s principles.  When his
name and fame spread as an active freedom fighter
he was arrested by the police for his activities.
Shri Tripathy was imprisoned in Nabarangpur Jail
and then sent to Berhampur Jail. At that time the
atmosphere of Jail was worst for the prisoners.
He raised voice against the prevailing unhealthy
environment of jails and bad behavior of Jail
officials. There in the Jail he met Laxman Nayak
who was later hanged.

For his role and achievements in the
freedom struggle of Motherland India, Sadasiba
Tripathy was awarded Honorary Doctorate
degree by Berhampur University.
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A Benevolent Freedom Fighter and
Jamnalal Bajaj Awardee 'Ajnya'

Gadadhar Sarangi
Bibhuti Bhusana Acharya

Shri Biswanath Pattnaik who is known as the
Gandhi of Koraput has made his life a success

through a lot of obstacles and struggles. His
educational qualification is up to class 8th. His
native village is Kumarada, Digapahandi. He has
served as a non-formal teacher for a few years.
He was highly inspired by B.
Satyanarayan Reddy, former
Governor of Orissa, Pyarimohan
Mohapatra, Rajya Sabha M.P.,
Dr. Sujata Acharya, Reader at
Cochin, Kerala and Giridhari
Gomango, Different newspapers
and journals of Odisha have
published his activities through
interviews and features. Print
Media as well as electronic media
have very often brought him to
limelight. He has been awarded
Jamnalal Bajaj Award. He has
identified himself as a great
patriarch of a lot of members.
Though he is a bachelor and a Sannyasi, he was
the parent of a lot of Orphan children. He has
given hope to many hopeless and helpless persons.
He has established many children's homes,
Kanyashram, Short Stay Homes for destitute
women and old age Homes. He has opened High

Schools for the Deaf, Dumb and Blind children.
His way is long from Bari to Kujendri form
Kujendri to Kalahandi and from Kalahandi to
Kandhamal. He has been able to provide free
education to the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe children of undivided districts of Phulbani,

Koraput, Kalahandi and Ganjam.
He has also made efforts for the
education of women. He has
inspired all his followers to keep
up with the Gandhian Philosophy
and ideals of Vinova and
Jayaprakash. He has become
"Gramadan Sardar" by
distributing land to the landless.
He has spread and expanded the
Basic Education among people.
He has covered a vast area on
foot. He has set free the innocent
Adivasis from the exploitation of
the money lenders. He stands in
the Character of Jagannath in the
novel of Gopinath Mohanty. He

has been imprisoned twice and has been behind
the bars for more than 3 years for taking active
part in the freedom movement. He has spent
some time with Laxman Naik in Koraput jail. He
was kept under police supervision for a long time.
He has not recommended his name for Political
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Prisoner's stipend although his name is in the
Selection Board for stipend. His favourite Bhajan
is "God take me there where people are in tears".
His favorite prayer is "Work is Worship, follow
the right path and break the walls that stand against
making the real man". Shri Subash Chandra
Mishra of Koraput has been awarded by Orissa
Sahitya Academy for his work on the life of Shri
Biswanath Ajyna while Abhaya Mahapatra has
been honoured for his writing "Way to the forest".
Dr. Bhubanmohan Pattnaik, the pleader of the
tribal has come in contact with Sir to solve the
native problems. Mohammad Baji of
Nawarangpur is a co-worker of Sir. He is the
Chief Editor of the Banabasi Magazine, which
reflects the tone of the Adivasi. His life is simple
and real. He has given up taking salt in his food
since the death of Gopabandhu Choudhury. He
has settled many inter-caste marriages.

 He always puts on Khadar. He speaks
about Gandhi. His knowledge is as high as
Himalayas and personality is as clean as dew drop.
He has escaped many plots of assassinations.

His Economy is strange. He setup
"Banabasi Seva Samiti" in 1972 at Balliguda
(Kandhamal) with a capital of five thousand only
(just as Gopabandhu started The Samaja).

Now its activities are widespread. It is
the oldest voluntary organization in Kandhamal
district. He has travelled a lot on foot in Odisha in
the company of mother Ramadevi, Malati
Choudhury and others. He is associated with many
Social Service organizations. He is also the
pioneer and advisor of many. He has started his
'Padjatra' on the 2nd October 2008, the
International Non-violence day, at Baliguda in  the
wake of the communal riot in Kandhamal district.

His life, thoughts, and philosophy in the
present materialistic world are praiseworthy. He

likes to embrace death without being a burden to
any body. He wants to lose himself in isolation
and hopes to be of some use in the new life.  He
has announced an annual prize of Rs.25000/-
(Twenty five thousand) each for illustrative
example in social service one for men and the
other for women's as Acharya Harihar
Gopabandhu Choudhury Smarak Samman and
Maa Rama Devi Malati Choudhury Smarak
Samman respectively.

His work to remove untouchability from
society is beyond description. He is far away form
honour, award and prize. He never fails to
accomplish any work how so ever diffcult it may
be.  He is affectionate to all restrictive of caste ,
creed and religion. "Service to Mankind is Service
to God" is his motto. He picks up any one in
difficultly to his Samiti.

He has shown the light of education to
many orphans. He has opened residential schools
for the meritorious students. His dreams are to
introduce technical, medical and management
education free of cost bringing about a change in
the fields of Tribal education. He is of the opinion
that a university should be setup for Adivasi
culture, language and literature. We congratulate
and warmly welcome him as he is conferred with
Doctorate Degree on the completion of 150 years
of freedom movement. This is our highest regards
for him.

Eventful life of Biswanath Pattnaik

Birth : 11.11.1916

Place of birth : Kumarada (Digapahandi)

Father: Upendra Pattnaik

Mother : Indumati

     Came in contact at Puri with Acharya Harihar,
Stayed at Kujendri (Koraput, busy in Bhudan
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work; a life long bachelor, Established Banabasi
Seva Samiti, Associated with different
organizations and volunteers strarting from the Car
festival at Puri to Kumbhamela at Alahabad.

Chief Editor : The Banabasi

And awarded Honors : Justice Rajendra
Das Award, Indian Tribal Sevaka Sangh Award,
Saral Prize, Pradyumna Bal Award, Radhanath
Award, Adivasi Mahavidyalaya, Balliguda N.S.S.
Award, Sarbodaya Sevak Award, Jamnalal Bajaj
Award for constructive work - 2008 with a cash
prize of five lakh rupees.

Jamnalal Bajaj Foundation citation says
- Shri Pattnaik is a dedicated, constructive
Gandhian social worker, freedom fighter and
Survodaya leader. He has spent his life for the
well-being of poor tribals and rural people. He

takes a simple diet, wears Khadi clothes and leads
a simple life. He likes to pray with children every
morning and evening. He is a bachelor.

Shri Pattnaik received Best Social
Worker Award from the Bharatiya Adimjati
Sevak Sangh, New Delhi, in 1995 & 1996. He
also received the Justice Rajkishore Das Award
in 1996-97, and the 23rd Sarala Award for
outstanding contribution in the field of social work
for the year 2002. He received the Rajiv Gandhi
Sadbhabana Award-2003 by outstanding
dedicated social service.

Gadadhar Sarangi and Bibhuti Bhusana Acharya,
Banabasi Seva Samiti, Balliguda, Kandhamal, Odisha.
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Sandi Sabar of Kujendri :
A Little Known Tribal Lady Freedom Fighter

Raghunath Rath

Till she was nineteen, she never dreamt that
she would be a soldier in the country's

freedom struggle nor had she heard about India's
independence movement. She was leading a
sparse life surrounded with illiteracy, ill health,
malnutrition and hunger like her fellow tribals. Her
wake up call came when she met Biswanath
Pattnaik who had arrived at the scene at Kujendri
in the last part of January 1940. It was after this
meeting that she discovered the soul within her
and set on the path of a revolutionary.

Sandi was born to Bairu Gamang and
Lujuri as their second child in the first half of 1922.
No exact date of her birth is known as tribals are
never careful about recording these. Nilakantha
was the first child of the couple. Bairu was the
Gamang or chief of his village. As such Nilakantha
and Sandi were brought up with great care in
accordance with the tribal system. As there were
no educational facilities, Sandi was illiterate. Since
her childhood she was brave, fearless and simple
in character. She had a pleasant personality and
was liked by all, irrespective of age and sex.

The following story is an evidence of her
bravery. In the last week of February 1940, Sandi,
with other women of the village went to collect
mahua flower from the forest at the foothills near

their village. They had started early in the morning,
and as they followed their regular pattern of each
one choosing a particular tree. When Sandi went
near her chosen tree she saw a bear eating mahua
flower. The bear soon turned and lurched towards
her with the intention of harming her. The quick
witted Sandi gathered her courage and picked
up a long wooden sal pole lying nearby and
chased the bear.

When the bear attacked her opening his
mouth, Sandi pushed the pole into the mouth of
the bear. The bear being afraid of the blow ran
away into forest and disappeared.

When she was nineteen, she had to look
after some minor household works and helped
her parents. She had to graze cattle and goats in
the nearby jungle. She also helped her parents in
planting seedings, weeding etc. in agricultural
seasons and also helped them in fetching fire wood
and water. She also took part in community
feasting and dancing. Thus she was leading a tribal
way of life till the young Satyagrahi Biswanath's
arrival at Kujendri.

I would like to mention a few words
about Biswanath Pattnaik unless the episode of
Sandi could not be understood. Biswanath
Pattnaik (1916) was born at village Kumarada
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near Digapahandi in Ganjam district. At the age
of seventeen he joined as a social worker and
was influenced by Acharya Harihar. He had
rendered his services at the car festival of Sri
Jagannath at Puri by serving the cholera affected
people in the year 1934. On the way back from
Puri, he enlisted his name in the Congress as a
four anna member at Berhampur and purchased
a Charkha (spinning wheel) and cotton. From that
day onwards he would spin cotton thread and
wore only khadi cloth.

He enrolled for getting training to be a
Satyagrahi at the Ashram at Bari which was
founded by Sri Gopabandhu Choudhury and
mother Rama Devi in the year 1938 and
completed his training in 1939. He was then
engaged in some official work at the Bari Ashram.
In the beginning of 1941 he was directed by his
Guru Gopabandhu Choudhury to go to Gunupur,
now in Rayagada district, for extension of cotton
cultivation and to promote the Khadi programme.

Biswanath stepped into Gunupur on the
first fortnight of January 1941 and stayed with
Prahallad Panigrahi a prominent Congress worker
and manager of the Khadi Sale Centre. Prahallad
Panigrahi convinced Bairu Gamang to give shelter
to Biswanath. Accordingly on the last Sunday of
January 1941 Biswanath proceeded to San
Kujendri with Bairu Gamang.

Biswanath reached San Kujendri at
sunset and stayed on the verandah of Bairu and
took his food prepared in the kitchen of the tribal
family. Nilakantha and Sandi also served him. The
family of Bairu were soon greatly involved with
Biswanath and were influenced by his personality.

Biswanath singlehandedly without
seeking anybody's help started cleaning the village
streets from the very next morning. He talked to

the people and asked them to cultivate cotton and
to spin thread and weave Khadi. He also
convinced them not to buy dhotis and sarees
made in the mills. Biswanath propagated among
the tribals Mahatma Gandhi's doctrines and his
work for the independence of India. In his free
hours he started teaching tribal boys and girls.
He toured extensively in the tribal villages.
Gradually the tribals started to believe Biswanath
and acted according to his direction. The Saura
tribals cultivated improved cotton seeds and
yielded a good harvest that year. Sandi was leader
among tribal women for cultivation and spinning
thread and Biswanath being supported by the
Sauras established some country looms for
weaving Khadi. Doms were the traditional
weavers of that area. He trained some Sauras in
the weaving technology with the help of a Dom.
Nilakantha and Sandi also learned weaving from
him. The Sauras prepared khadi themselves. After
some time on the way to Wardha,  Rama Devi
saw Sandi there and expressed her eagerness to
get her trained at the Bari Ashram.

Later Acharya Harihar and Prana
Krushna Padhiary reached Kujendri to encourgae
Biswanath and give him encouragement for the
good work that he was doing. On the 2nd of
October 1941 they accompanied Biswanath
along with some Sauras and Doms and went to
the Radha Krishna temple for worship and to
eradicate untouchability. This time too Sandi was
given charge to gather women from the Saura and
Dom communities. She successfully managed her
responsibility and helped in eradicating
untouchability in the area.

To fulfil the wish of Rama Devi, Sandi
was anxious to go to Bari. Hence she  prepared
herself. Bhagaban Senapati a Congress worker
of village Gulumunda donated her a mat worth of
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Rs.2.00. Then Sandi wore a Khadi saree and
started for Bari with Biswanath Pattnaik. They
travelled by the narrow gauge railway line from
Gunupur to Nuapada and then by broad gauge
rail line to Haridaspur. They then went to Bari by
foot. At Bari, Sandi was renamed as Shanti and
took up vigourous training for six months. She
learned to spin cotton thread, weaving, cleaning
of village, to eradicate untouchability, to speak
truth all the time, believe in non-violence etc. She
also learned Odia and was soon able to read and
write. She also learned the Ashram way of life,
prayers in  morning and evening, flag songs as
well as leading a routine and simple life.

On returning to Kujendri she became a
role model and torch bearer among the Saura
women of her area. She vigorously acted to
propagate the constructive work that she had
learnt at Bari Ashram among the tribals and soon
became the leader of tribal women.

During his stay at Kujendri, Biswanath
taught flag songs to the inhabitants of the village
and used to hoist the Congress flag every morning
and ritually get it down in the evening. All the
inhabitants were accustomed to his flag hoisting.
During the absence of Biswanath, the tribals
continued to hoist the flag without any interruption.
This news reached the ears of the Collector of
Koraput Mr. Willcock. He ordered the Sub-
Divisional Magistrate, Rayagada, who was also
an English man and the Taluk Magistrate, Gunupur
to cause an enquiry into the Kujendri matter.

On receipt of the enquiry report from the
Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Rayagada, the
Collector of Koraput programmed a visit to
Gunupur. In order to threaten the Sauras he
chalked out a plan for a show of strength. The
Collector gathered together a party consisting of
himself, some armed police and forest employees,

a few powerful Sahukars, some persons of the
royal family, prominent money lenders and a few
non-tribal Odia landlords. The party walked on
foot from Bamunihat to Kujendri, except for the
Collector, who rode on a horse.

On the other hand Sauras too had made
their programme to protest the Collector's visit.
It was decided that on the appointed day
Biswanath would remain absent at Kujendri.
Bairu Gamang, his son Nilakantha and daughter
Sandi would play the main role with the other
villagers putting up their efforts.

On the appointed day in the first part of
July 1942 the Collector and his party arrived at
Kujendri and noticed that a Congress flag was
flying on the flag post in middle of the street and a
person named Jhandu Bairu was standing on a
platform holding another flag in his hand. The
Collector shouted his orders to tear the flags. All
of a sudden Sandi and about twenty young
women rushed towards the flag post and
surrounded it in a circle, joining hands with each
other. Another circle was made by the elder ladies
which covered the first circle. They were
determined to protect the flag in exchange of their
lives.

About two hundred Sauras observed the
situation sitting on the verandas of the street. All
of them were prepared as they had covered
themselves with winter clothing and held weapons
hidden inside.

The women encircled the flag post and
danced vigorously singing the song "Jhanda ucha
rahen hamara." The Collector silently observed
the situation and looking at the tense situation
decided not to take any action then and there.
He led the party to the lower primary school to
take rest, as they were tired after the long walk.
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From there the Collector and his party returned
without taking any action.

On 9th August 1942 at Bombay, Gandhiji
called for the "Quit India Movement." He
instructed all Congress workers "do or die" for
the independence of the country. Many high level
Congress leaders were arrested and put behind
bars. Radha Krushna Baswasray from Koraput
had attended Gandhiji's Quit India meeting at
Bombay. When he returned from Bombay, he
was arrested at Sunki in Koraput district.
Biswanath got a letter from Radha Krushna
Biswasray on the 12th August 1942, where the
facts were narrated.

On receipt of the letter Biswanath
prepared some hand written pamphlets and sent
them to each and every village in the Gunupur
region. He also fixed a date for launching of
Satyagraha. He held discussions with the people
and told them that they should join the Quit India
Movement even at the cost of being put in jail or
being shot in police firing. But he also promised
them that after independence, the tribals would
not be harassed by the employees of the Raja or
the British Government. They would be able to
live in peace according to their own accord, Bethi
and Veti will be stopped. Hearing the words of
Biswanath many Sauras willfully agreed to join in
the movement. They decided on a date for
launching the movement.

On the fixed date many tribals gathered
at Kujendri. About two hundred men and fifty
women assembled to go in a procession. The
procession marched towards Gunupur. The
procession was  led by Jhandu Bairu who was
walking with a Congress flag. Sandi too led the
women, holding a flag in her hands. Many tribals
followed, shouting slogans against the British

Government and Raja of Jeypore. Biswanath was
leading the mob and the whole process was one
of non-violence. The mob made its way from
Sankujendri to Gunupur and on the way passed
through Kaithapadar. Badakujendri, Lachhapa,
Gulumunda, Paaka and Panasguda. Many men
and women from these villages joined the
procession spontaneously. Gradually the strength
of the procession increased and the crowd was
more than three hundred persons when they
reached the bank of the river Bansadhara.

The procession crossed the river by boats
and entered Gunupur town. They travelled through
each street of the town shouting anti government
slogans. The local police had been given
instructions not to obstruct the procession. Later,
the protestors were called to the police station
and after detention for some time they were
allowed to go. All the Satyagrahis were released
from the Police Station at sunset. As it was late,
they all stayed back at Gunupur for the night.

The next morning the procession went to
the nearby villages and propagated the words of
Gandhiji and independence. Likewise they moved
around different villages for four to five days and
then returned to Kujendri. They were sent to
Koraput Jail as they were found guilty under
British Law.

After Biswanath's arrest, there was no
one to instruct Sandi. On her own initiative, Sandi
organised Saura women of twenty five villages
around Kujendri and trained them in spinning
thread. It is known that nearly 1500 spinning
wheels were at regular work towards the end of
1942. From 1942 to 1945 Sandi dedicated herself
to village reconstruction work.

Sandi was against getting married till
1945. When asked by the village elders, she



150 OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha ReviewISSN 0970-8669

replied that her work was not yet done, and she
would consider getting married only after the
country get its independence. However she
succumbed to the pressure and agreed for
marriage.

Prahallad Panigrahi had suggested a
proposal to Bairu. The boy was Madhu Sabar of
village Khilipadar. Madhu was then serving in
P.W.D Office, Nabarangpur. Bairu with some of
his relatives went to Nabarangpur and discussed
with Madhu and later Madhu also came to
Kujendri and talked with Sandi. They were both
willing and the marriage was solemnised in the
last part of 1946. After marriage Sandi went to
stay at Nabarangpur with her husband. Her first
son Balakrishna was born at Nabarangpur. Then
Madhusudan was transferred to Koraput. They
stayed at Koraput till 1951. Madhusudan resigned
from his government service and contested the
elections as a candidate for Orissa Legislative
Assembly in the first election held on 1952. He
could not succeed in election. After resigning from
service Madhu resided at Kujendri and worked
as a teacher. On 27th November 1954 Sandi gave
birth her second son Nandan. After delivery she

suffered from profuse bleeding which could not
stop and she breathed her last on the 28th
November 1954. Thus ended the life of a  great
soul.

Sandi was a freedom fighter who was
never imprisoned. But when Biswanath and others
remained in Jail, she shouldered all the
responsibility of freedom struggle in Kujendri
area. Due to her constant effort Saura women
used to spin and were made aware about
independence and participation in 1942 Quit India
Movement. She took part  in the freedom struggle
for a short span from 1941 to 1946. But within
that  short period she attracted the attention of
many state leaders like Gopabandhu Choudhury,
Rama Devi, Naba Babu, Acharya Harihar and
many others due to her sheer dedication. She will
be ever remembered among the few tribal lady
soldiers of freedom struggle for her selfless work.

Raghunath Rath lives at Panasapadi, Baliguda - 762103,
Kandhamal.
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Freedom Fighter
Shree Abhiram Paramahansa Dev

Pabitra Mohan Barik

Thakur Shree Abhiram Paramahansa Dev was
not only a well known religious teacher and

famous social reformer but also a great freedom
fighter. He was the only Odia saint who struggled
for independence of motherland. His heroic role
during the period of great National movement
recognized him a partiot  and true lover of mother
India. Achievements of Sri Abhiram Paramahansa
Dev in freedom movement is remarkable. His
contribution in the field of literature, religion,
peace, love and brotherhood was incomparable.
He was a great spiritual leader who created
numbers of disciples and followers. He had
started a religious and cultural movement in
Odisha to create renaissance among the people.
He was a great lover of truth and peace. The life
history of this notable saint is very interesting. He
took birth on 18th January 1904 in a small village
of  Puri district. After completing his primary
education he became a school teacher. After some
days he left the teachership and started meditation
in "Khandaba bana" near Brahmagiri at the age
of eleven. There he also worshipped goddess
Vanadurga (Purnamasi). By the grace of
Vanadurga he became a great Sadhu. He became
very popular and with many disciples, Sanyasis
and devotees everywhere  he started spiritual
renaissance. His followers with love called him

Shree Thakur. Shree Thakur moved from village
to village in Cuttack district for peaching his
ideology, divine thought and spiritual values among
the people. Shree Thakur had written a famous
book named "Kali Bhagabata". Some patriotic
elements are available in this great book. When
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Shree Thakur was at Ichhapur village of Cuttack
district he wrote the first six chapters of the historic
book Kali Bhagabata. This book admired the
greatness of Shree Thakur in the freedom struggle
of India. The book  Kali Bhagabata composed
by Shree Thakur, criticised the harmful activities
of the mighty Britishers. First six chapters of this
book were published from Berhampur. Publisher
Sashibhusan Rath had printed it in his  Asha Press.
In the critical period of the national movement
this book had much impact on the people. Abhiram
Paramahansa Dev had written in such way that
many chapter has two different meanings. The
surface meaning differs from its inner meaning.
Especially the chapters 4 and 22 have two
different meanings. In Kali Bhagabata Shree
Thakur described about the future political
situation of India. The words Mahatma, British
Emperor of that time George-V, Congress,
Satyagrahis are found in the book Kali Bhagabata.
Thakur Abhiram greatly appreciated the non-
violent method adopted by Mahatma Gandhi
against British emperialism. In Kali Bhagabata
Abhiram Paramahansa Dev clearly praised
Gandhiji as "Mahamanab" with a great soul. Shree
Thakur was a great supporter of non-violence and
Satyagraha which was adopted by Gandhiji in the
freedom struggle. Shree Thakur also condemned
the arbitrary ruling of the Britishers and advised
the people to join as freedom fighters under the
leadership of M.K. Gandhi to achieve freedom.
Shree Thakur spoke about the Quit India
movement of 1942 much before the historic
incident happened. He also advised people not
to co-operate with British administration. Shree
Abhiram raised his voice against oppressive ruling
of Emperor George-V. He also encouraged the
Satyagrahis for their selfless struggle for Mother

India. The book Kali Bhagabata earned
popularity and widely circulated all over Odisha.
Due to anti British feeling the book provided fuel
to young mass of Odisha to oppose foreigners in
any case. Shree Thakur is the only one saint of
Odisha who actively and bravely participated in
the Indian National Movement. A group of anti
social people who were the great supporter of
Britisher complained against Shree Thakur in
Mahanga Police Station for his anti-British tone
in Kali Bhagabata.

Sub-Inspector of Mahanga Police Station
Durgananda Mishra managed to get a copy of
Kali Bhagabata but being unable to understand
the real meaning  of sentences, sent a confidential
report to Odisha Police Head quarter at Cuttack
on 2.2.1934. The report forwarded by the S.P.
C.I.D (Special Branch) to A.P. Buckley, the S.P.
(II) (Special Branch) of Madras for detailed
examination and necessary action. The Chief
Secretary of Madras Govt. Mr. G.T.H. Bracken
ordered to file a case against the author, publisher
and printer of the book Kali Bhagabata. The case
was filed on 20.9.1934 under CRP Rules - 195
Section 124/A. The offence of Thakur according
to the British Government has been quoted in the
book "So Say Abhiram" page bearing No.18 -
4th paragraph "The said publication contained
several passages and seditious matters intended
to bring into hatred and contempt of His Majesty,
the King - Emperor and the Government
established by law in British vide India".
Government order was issued No.437 public
(general) dt. 30.4.1934 of Indian Press Act
(Emergency Power) under Section 19, published
in Madras Govt. Gazette, to seize all copies of
the book Kali Bhagabata and orders were passed
that the State Govts. should notify in their Gazettes
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that "any person who will be found reading Kali
Bhagabata will be liable for imprisonment for one
month or a five rupees fine." Shree Thakur was
arrested on 26.9.1934 at Karamala Ashram and
was confined in Chhatrapur Jail. Sri Thakur was
presented to the District Magistrate Mr. A.F.W.
Dixon's Court at Chhatrapur on 28.9.1934. The
trial started from 29.9.1934 and ended on
13.12.1934.

At that period Shree Thakur was thirty
years of age. At last the Judgement came in on
31.12.34 that Abhiram Paramahansa being
founded guilty, was given punishment of rigorous
imprisonment for one year. Shree Thakur was
taken to Berhampur District Jail on 13.12.1934
and there after to Rajahmahendri Jail on 10.1.1935
to avoid public agitation. Sashi Bhusan Rath the
publisher of that book was also awarded same
punishment. Many prominent persons were
presented during the trial. Among them Nilakantha
Das viewed his feeling about Shree Thakur in his
book "Geeta Prabesh". Sri Raman Murty well
known advocate was arguing this case on behalf

of Shree Thakur and Lingaraj Panigrahi was the
lawyer of Sashibhusan Rath. The sentence to
Thakur was relaxed for 41 days and he was
released on 1.11.1935.

Shree Abhiram Paramahansa Dev a
prominent religious teacher of Odisha sacrificed
his life for the sake of Mother India. His life long
performance is remarkable. He is highly respected
by the people of Odisha due to his outstanding
contribution in the freedom struggle, social reform
and religious teaching. His thought is implanted in
the minds and hearts of the people of Odisha.
Abhiram Paramahansa Dev occupied a high
position in the religious world. His outstanding
contribution towards secularism, mankind, social
reform would be remembered for ever. Shree
Thakur occupied a great place in the heart of the
common people.

Pabitra Mohan Barik, Lecturer in History,
S.H. Mahavidyalaya, Madanpur, Khurda - 752054.
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Bhagaban Sahoo : The Forgotten Hero
of the Freedom Struggle

Rajashree Sahoo

The history of freedeom struggle of India is
enriched with the sacrifices of untold

number of soldiers out of which few received
due recognition in the annals of history. A large
number of them are either ignored or they are
not treated properly because of their obscure
origin, illiteracy, poor background or lack of
self-aggrandisement. The prime purpose of the
present paper is to highlight about such a great
personality who dedicated his life sacrificing all
the pleasure and happiness for the cause of the
nation. He is no other than Bhagaban Sahoo of
Kasapa village of Jajpur district, about whom
the present work would focuss.

To analyse the life-story of Bhagaban
Sahoo is indeed a romance of history. Born on
6th June 1908, his educational background was
confined to village Chatasali where he learnt
Varnavodha  (alphabets),  Rasakrida
(Srikrishna’s play-story) and fundamentals on
Mathematics.

While he was in Chatasali he displayed
his inclination towards struggle and virtually
joined in the mainstream of the national struggle
at the age of twenty two being inspired by the
local freedom fighters.

He was a man of uncompromising,
undauanted, bold and brave personality who

exhibited daring skill to tolerate all brutalities
committed to him with ungrudging attitude by
the British authorities. How it is thrilling to
imagine a horrific scene that a man hanged from
upside down (i.e. leg upward and head
downward) which ignited fire facing
interrogation from the British officers to leak
out the names of other fellow participants in
the disaffection work against the British
government? He is our Bhagia Bania, later on
called as Biplabi Bhagia, who remained tight
lipped during the above said torture shouldering
all the responsibility on him. He was not a mass
leader to be recorded in history nor his role
was so insignificant to be rejected for record.
Like him many unknown freedom fighters
establishing link between masses and the
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leaders remained on the border line to be taken
care up to bring them from people’s memory
to the history on record. Bhagaban seems to
have been neglected as he was very poor and
illiterate inspite of his tremendous sacrifice for
the nation.

Lahore Congress of 1930 passed a
resolution of complete independence as the
goal of India. Soon after Gandhiji declared Civil
Disobedience Movement popularly known as
Salt Satyagraha. The Salt Satyagraha at Inchudi
and Srijang inspired young Bhagaban to jump
into the freedom movement.

In the year 1930, two prominent
Congress workers of Jajpur namely Bipin Bihari
Mohanty and Balaram Pati organized a meeting
at Ahiyas adjacent to Kaspa, Bhagaban’s native
village. In the face of strong opposition of the
Union President, Bhagaban took up the
challenging task of awaring people through
drum beats and clarion calls in fourteen nearby
villages. As a result three thousand people
attended the meeting and became aware of the
call of Gandhiji. Subsequently Bhagaban
himself organized two meetings at Chhatrapara
and Uttarkul Hat. He gave a call for actions
not mere slogans. He immediately started
picketing before opium and ganja shops at
Jajpur.

In the year 1931, he joined the “Banara
Sena”. He along with Kartik Chandra
Mahapatra of Haripur, Sushil Chandra
Mohanty and Kalandi Mohanty of Mallikapur,
and Rasikananda Das of Gandakul hoisted the
national tricolor flag in the Office of the S.D.O.
Jajpur. So he was arrested, severely beaten and
sent to jail for two months.

As soon as he was released from the
jail, he with the above four revolutionaries

raided the Court of Jajpur. Bhagaban forced
the S.D.O. to leave the chair and proposed to
run the Court. As a result he was beaten on the
head by the police and was sentenced to four
month’s imprisonment and was sent to Cuttack
jail.

After his release he did not lose his
courage and enthusiasm rather went to
Balasore with Dhaneswar Das of Rahania and
offered picketing before excise shops. He was
given twenty-one cane-lashes with two months’
imprisonment and sent to Balasore jail. He was
so brave that just after his release from jail he
marched with sixty freedom fighters to unlock
the Swaraj  Ashram at Cuttack. He
accompanied with Subas Ch. Bose,
Nabakrishna Choudhury, Binod Kanungo,
Lingaraj Misra and Rajkrishna Bose had
completed the work. Therefore along with other
revolutionaries Bhagaban Sahoo was sentenced
to one month imprisonment in Cuttack jail.
Bhagaban protested against the low-grade
treatment to inmates in the jail and other such
actions of the jailer. So he was beaten seriously
and tolerated third degree punishment by the
police.

After some months he again marched
to Cuttack with one hundred freedom fighters
and attacked one of the officers who was
responsible for il l  behaviour to the
revolutionaries in the Swaraj Ashram Case. So
he was arrested and sent to Patna jail for six
months.

Bhagaban Sahoo started a spinning
centre at Ahiyas and inspired many people to
be self-reliant and to wear Khaddar. He
became a spy and confidential letter bearer
while taking sojourn for six months in the
Ashram of Gopabandhu Choudhury at Bari.
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He was carrying the secret correspondence
with Nilambar Dash of Soro, Pyarimohan Das
of Balasore, Chakradhar Behera, the leader of
Kanika agitation and Gopinath Das of Bhadrak
on foot and handing over the reply to
Nabakrushna Choudhury at Cuttack via
Kendrapara.

The Quit India Movement of 1942 was
so violently precipitated in both Jajpur and
Bhadrak that it put a serious pressure on the
British. When Dr. Harekrishna Mahatab was
arrested, Bhagaban remained in the building of
Mahatab and played a vital role in this
movement. Police firing at Eram causing the
death of 27 freedom fighters created sharp
reaction in the mind of Bhagaban. On August
17, 1942, he with Baishnab Charan Nayak set
fire to the Bhandaripokhari P.S. and the
residential quarters of the police. The Post
Office of the locality was burnt down and the
road was cut off to prevent the police force to
move. The next day four persons were killed
and several others were injured by police firing
at Bhandaripokhari. As a result of this a tense
situation was aroused throughout Balasore
district. There was firing at Dhamnagar on 21st
September 1942 in a similar incident.

In the year 1942-43, Jajpur and
Bhadrak faced severe famine. Bhagaban called
upon the Congressman to loot the paddy
granaries of zamindars and as a result, in the
presence of Padmanav Ray five thousand
people under the leadership of Bhagaban
Sahoo looted the Granary of Pankaj Devata at
Suradiha and helped the famine-stricken
people. In a meeting at Chhatrapara, Bhagaban
Sahoo instigated the violent freedom fighters
to set fire to the Dak Bungalow of
Chhatrapada, Dasarathpur Water Tax Office,
Jayantara Police Out-Post, Ahiyas Dak-
bungalow and Dasarathpur E.T. School and it

was immediately accomplished. Bhagaban’s
action made the British administration perturbed
and a chaotic situation spread all over.

The next day it was decided in a
meeting at Ahiyas presided by Padmanav Ray
to destroy Railway telephone connection and
force the S.D.O. of Jajpur to wear Khaddar.
In the meantime Kaipara (Kalamatia) witnessed
a horrible and tragic incident in which four
persons were killed in police firing and 17
others were injured. The news spread like wild
fire all over the district and the freedom fighters
decided to gherao the S.D.O. Office and
capture the police station of Jajpur.

On the 27th August, 1942, defying all
government prohibitions a large number of
Congressmen strongly mustered in the
campaign led by Padmanava Ray, Baidyanath
Das, Bhagaban Sahoo, Santanu Kumar Das,
Nrusingh Charan Panda and others and
advanced towards the Office of the S.D.O.
Revolutionaries from Bari, Binjharpur,
Dharmasala and Korai joined them. Almost
30,000 freedom fighters assembled in front of
S.D.O’s Office shouting slogans against the
British to quit India. It was not possible to
control the agitated mob by the S.D.O. but he
requested the police force not to open fire.
Padmanav Ray, Bhagaban Sahoo and
Baidyanath Das forced the then S.D.O.
Ratnakar Sarangi to wear Khaddar. In the
meantime an aeroplane appeared in the sky and
dropped some explosives to frighten the
people. The crowd immediately dispersed in
haste and panic.

On their way home, the violent mob and
the revolutionaries under the leadership of
Bhagaban Sahoo raided and burnt Ramabag
Post Office and Mandarkhanda Irrigation Tax
Office. The next day Bhagaban Sahoo was
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arrested and given third grade punishment to
expose other names involved in arson and loot
cases etc.  He took upon himself the
responsibilities of all the violent action. He was
charged by IPC-143, 430 and 342 and
remained as under-trial prisoner in Cuttck jail
bearing batch No. V.T 741. There were 55
cases of arson, mail robbery, dacoity and
looting of granaries in Jajpur sub-division that
Bhagaban Sahoo took upon himself. So he was
charged in 17 section of IPC and 3(IV) and
35(IV) of DIR and was sentenced to 29 years
of imprisonment by the Trial Court and put in
the Cuttack jail since 8th Nov. 1942. He was a
second class prisoner bearing batch No.
12365/A. Later on his punishment was reduced
to nine years and three months rigorous
imprisonment by the Appellate Court. In spite
of that he was so fearless that he bore the
punishment whatever inflicted on him. He
remained in Cuttack jail from November 8,
1942 to September 22, 1945. Then he was
transferred to Russelkonda jail. He was finally
set free in the year 1946. He had been sent to
jail 4 times and given very bad treatment.

In the post independent India the course
of history took a twist. The leaders turned into
politicians enjoying and ruling the States or
Nation in different administrative capacities
ignoring the lay freedom fighters. Lucrative
feathers were added to their glory by making
ministers or other executive heads. Under such
prevailing situation, Bhagaban Sahoo married
a blind girl which also indicated about his social
service. As he was a destitute and landless, it
became difficult for him to earn his subsistence.
Lack of proper education deterred him to find
out a job. The extreme physical torture virtually
disabled him to do hard labour. Third degree
treatment in the jail had made him weak and

diseased for which he was unable to do hard
labour. A great freedom fighter became a street
beggar in the long run.

Poverty did not break down his love
and passion for the nation. On every 15th

August and 26th January, during the flag hoisting
ceremony, he used to come to the Ahiyas High
School. In the year 1972 on the Silver Jubilee
Celebration Day, though it was too late, he was
felicitated by V.V.Giri, the President of India,
as the front-ranking freedom fighter and was
given an allowance of Rs.200/- per month. It
was too meagre for him to sustain in the old
age. So he began begging from door to door
to support his family of wife, one son and one
daughter. In the year 1976 he was paralysed
and passed away on 28th February 1977.

Neither history nor his contemporary
freedom fighers treated him with due
weightage. Had he been born in Tamil Nadu
or somewhereelse, other than Odisha, he must
have emerged as a great hero receiving great
prestige and honour. His contributions to the
freedom struggle should have been
incorporated in the text books to inculcate in
the minds of the students “what is true
patriotism and nationalism”. He is a man who
left a legacy of paradigms to be followed by
the generation after generation. Bhagaban
Sahoo’s great contribution was forgotton and
he was ignored by his own countrymen.

Rajashree  Sahoo, Research Scholar, P.G. Department
of History, Ravenshaw University, Cuttack – 753003.
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Shreeharsa Mishra : A Freedom Fighter

Dr. P.C. Mohanty

Odisha is rich in giving birth to some of the eminent
persons who create history in and outside the
country. Shreeharsa Mishra was one among them.
Shreeharsa was born in a remote village named
Chhamunda near Jagannath Prasad of Ganjam
District on 16th June, 1917. Both the place of
birth and the date of birth became
remarkable for the baby who
fought for the country in the war
of independence of India. Ram
Chandra Mishra and Jema Devi
was his father and mother. The
dedicated culture, disciplined
behaviour of the very
conservative Brahmin family
taught Shreeharsa to work
selflessly for the motherland.
Shreeharsa was admitted in the
village school in 1924. But the
misfortune came to him that he
lost his father in 1927. Shreeharsa
Mishra was the eldest son of his
father and other two sisters and a brother also
there in the family. On the demise of the kartta,
the father of the family, all were shocked and so
Shreeharsa left his school studies for two years.
Again in 1929, Shreeharsa was sent to Chingudi
Sasan of Paralakhemundi Zamindari to continue
his rest of school education, residing at one of the

distant relations and taking food in a Math freely.
During the study, on a response to the call of
Mahatma  Gandhi, he joined in the freedom
struggle. He was only 13 years of age. He left the
house on the Mahavishuba Sankranti i.e. on the
13th April, of 1930. Due to his tender age, he

was not taken in the team of
freedom fighter but Shreeharsa
was taken in “Banar Sena” who
were to assist the senior
strugglers of independence.

Shreeharsa Mishra at the
first instance along with the team
led by Niranjan Patnaik,
Biswanath Das, Shashi Bhusan
Rath, Sarala Devi, Banamali
Moharana, Antaryami Panda,
Gouri Sankar Patnaik all veteran
congress workers chalked out a
plan to loot the salt godowns of
Huma. Police arrested some of

the leaders like Biswanath Das and Niranjan
Patnaik in the first round. Then Balaram
Maharana took the lead and continued
Satyagraha of  looting the Huma salt godown on
June, 1930. Shreeharsa Mishra, Narsu Satapathy,
Gouri Sankar Patnaik and Narasingh Sahu were
in the team. The group was given indirect support
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by Lingaraj Panigrahi and Ananta Tripathy
Sharma. Near about five thousand Satyagrahis
including one thousand women strikers joined the
rally. Police arrested the team members and sent
to the Jail. Shreeharsa Mishra, Narsu Satapathy
were sent  to Chingal Peta Reformatory Jail for
two years. There were about four hundred such
Satyagrahis who were released on Gandhi-Irwin
pact after ten months of imprisonment on 14th Jan.
1931. In the Chingal Peta Reformatory Jail,
Shreeharsa was asked to bow down his head and
show respect to the images of Merry and King
George Vth. Shreeharsa disobeyed the jailer, and
for the disobedience he was beaten like anything,
given food without salt and compelled to wear
Jute gunny bag without the usual dress. After freed
from the jail, Shreeharsa was sent to spread the
message of freedom struggle, civil-disobedience
in Sorada and Badagada. During his visit, police
again caught him and sent to Berhampur for six
month on 14th Jan 1932, with a fine of Rs. 200/.
After release he worked with double spirit and
again arrested on 26th Aug 1932, and sent to
Cuttack jail and then shifted to Patana camp jail
to avoid local unrest. The Satyagrahis of South
Orissa, especially the activities of Shreeharsa
became the headache for the British Govt. as well
as to the local police. The Government wanted
to surpress the movement by torturing the activists
in different ways. Police had listed many false
allegations against Shreeharsa and again arrested
him on 23rd Jan, 1933. Shreeharsa had to spend
this time in Cuttack jail. Once at the beginning of
his carreer in freedom struggle, police arrested
Shreeharsa and when requested by his mother
Jema Devi to release the boy, police agreed to
free the boy on the condition not to join the
freedom fighters and to go silently without the
slogan of “Bande Mataram”. Mother Jemadevi
agreed with the term and signed and got
Shreeharsa with her after release. Shreeharsa after

freed get a tri colour flag in his hand, uttered the
national mantra of freedom fighters “Bande
Mataram… Bande Mataram” throughout the way
to his village without caring the police. Shreeharsa
was very courageous. He was organizing many
anti-government activities, civil disobedience
movements and Satyagrahas in different regions
of Ganjam and also in the State. So, police had
an eye on his every activity. Government again
arrested him and imprisoned him in Cuttack jail.
But being pressurized on the local anti-government
protest for release of their dear Shreeharsa, police
shifted him secretly to Rajmahendry jail in the
night. He was released from the said jail in 1934.

Shreeharsa was also a social worker.
After release he went to serve the flood affected
destitutes. He was a close associate of Lingaraj
Mishra, Pran Krushna Padhiary, Satyanarayan
Sengupta, Adwait Ballava Ray while serving the
severe flood affected families of north and central
Odisha. After some days Shreeharsa was sent to
Allahabad congress office to work there and to
gain lot of experience. The Allahabad Congress
office was working at that time in the “Ananda
Bhaban” the ancestral house of Nehru Family.
This gave him a chance to work with all veteran
congress men like Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal
Nehru, Sardar Ballavbhai Patel, Acharya
Kripalini, Lalbahadur Shastri, Sarojini Naidu and
others. Shreeharsa was feeling quite satisfied by
coming in contact with these central leaders of
the forum of Indian Congress. During stay at
Allahabad, he got an opportunity to go to Wardha
and came in direct contact with Mahatma Gandhi,
Santha Vinoba Bhabe while he was staying at
Sabarmati Ashram.

Shreeharsa returned from Allahabad and
directed to work with the President, Ganjam
District Congress Committee Dibakar Patnaik.
Shreeharsa had profound experience, training and
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patriotism to reorganize the freedom struggle
mostly in the rural India. Shreeharsa was a very
intelligent, genius and loving person. He had
utilized the time in the jail in learning different
languages. He got mastery over the languages like
English, Hindi, Telugu, Bengali and Sanskrit along
with his own Odia language. He had also lot of
love and affection towards his mother tongue and
so worked for the unification of Odia speaking
areas for the formation of separate Odisha
province. To explore both the purposes of Odia
language and to spread the messages of freedom
struggle, he joined with the senior freedom fighter
Shashi Bhusan Rath and his weekly first Odia
newspaper published from 1913. He wrote many
articles on war of independence which were
published in the Asha, Niankhunta etc. Shreeharsa
had his foresight on the non-violence struggle
slogan of Mahatma Gandhi which was very
torturous and passive. Again the Indian Congress
was giving full military support to England in the
Second World War which was against the will of
Shreeharsa. Some of the leaders support the
theme of Subhas Chandra Bose “Give me blood
I will give freedom”. The policy was tit for tat.
There was the difference of opinion in between
Mahatma Gandhi and Subhas Bose. Dibakar
Patnaik resigned from Congress and joined in
Forward Bloc and became one of the National
Vice Presidents of Forward Bloc. Shreeharsa
joined with the Forward Bloc and started the work
for establishment of a transmission centre and a
military base of Azad Hind Bahini based at
Gopalpur-on-sea in 1938. At that time
Shreeharsa was about twenty one years of age.
He left his house and his mother since the day of
Mahabishuba Sankranti of 1930. The widow
mother was alone to maintain the family.  On the
request of his mother Shreeharsa married Maithili
Devi of nearby village in 1940. As an activist of
Forward Bloc along with Dibakar Babu, they had

a plan to attack the British Government by  a troop
of Azad Hind Bahini.

Shreeharsa Mishra was a writer. He
utilized his precious time in the jails in writing the
experience of his struggling. He worked as a sub-
editor of the reputed “Samaja” in 1948 and then
the editor of this most popular daily. During his
editorship he went to the countries like England,
Baharin, Iran, Italy, France etc. Out of the
experience he wrote two books named “Paschima
Diganta and Bipulach Prithibi”. The book
Bipulach Prithibi is now a course piece for P.G
Students of Biswabharati University of Shanti
Niketan. He had other books like “Swadhinatara
jayajatra, Lauha Manaba Sardar Patel, Acharya
Kripalini, British Sasanara Chakratale. During the
war of independence, he joined as Sub-editor in
Sashibhusan Rath’s weekly Asha, again as sub-
editor in “Samaja” in 1948 and as an editor from
1958 to 1964. He was the editor of Biju Babu’s
Kalinga and Janashakti. In the year 1967 he
became editor of “Prajatantra” and continued in
the post till 1981. Again he joined his first piece
of Odia daily newspaper “Dainika Asha” and
continued as such till his last breath at 2.30PM of
8th April 1984 at Maharaja Krushna Chandra
Gajapati Medical College Hospital of Berhampur.

At the demise of Shreeharsa Mishra a
light which starts lighting since 1917 came to an
end after 68th year of his illuminating journey.
Shreeharsa will be remembered as symbol of
dedicated personality for the country men who
gave boundless happiness (Harsa) to all others
living in the desert of sufferings as a true hero in
the Indian war of independence.

Dr. P.C. Mohanty, Sanskruti Sadan, Bayali (Mantridi)
Ganjam–761008,  E-mail : Dr.pcmohanty51@gmail.com.
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The Story of a Freedom Fighter
(Nityananda Mohapatra)

Sarat Mohapatra

I was born on the Sri Gundicha day in 1912, i.e.
on 17.6.12, at Bhadrak in the undivided district
of Balasore. My grandfather, Chaudhury
Bhagabat Prasad Samantaray Mohapatra was the
Deputy President (Deputy Speaker) in the Bihar-
Orissa Legislative Council. My father had his B.A.
from Calclutta University and was senior to late
Gopabandhu Chaudhuri and Dr P.K. Parija. I
grew up in an aristocratic atmosphere.

As ill luck would have it, my father
suffered from deadly leprosy when I was only
three years old. My grandma, Radhamani Devi
sent me to her parents at Kantapari, a village near
Dhamnagar on the banks of  river Baitarani, as a
precaution. My early education started there. I
fail to recollect the name of the Abadhan who
first taught us in the chahali. When I was eleven,
I came to my mother's parents at Ostapal, a village
near Agarapara. In 1925, at the age of thirteen, I

was admitted to class VI in Bhadrak High School.
There I continued till class XI. I was among the
four best students in our class. Among my

Shri Nityananda Mohapatra, the illustrious son of Kantakabi Laxmikanta, is an eminent freedom
fighter, a distinguished litterateur, an eloquent orator and above all, a veteran politician, who had
firm faith in Gandhian values. A former Minister in the Council of Ministers led by late R.N. Singh
Deo, he held the portfolios of Food, Civil Supplies and Cultural Affairs.  He received the
prestigious Sahitya Akademi Award for his novel, Gharadiha (the Homestead Land) in 1988.
He has also won several other awards for his contribution to Odia literature. Sarat Mohapatra
met him at his Kharavel Nagar residence on July 14, 2002.
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classmates, prominent were Kahnu Charan,
Manindra Kumar Rout and Srikanta Mohapatra
(the youngest brother of my father). I stood first
in Odia essay and Odia debate competitions. The
great Gokulananda Nayak was our Headmaster.
I still remember how difficult it was to carry the
books I got at the prize giving ceremony and I
had to take the help of my friends.

I never completed my Matriculation. I
took active part in the Salt Satyagraha. I was
deeply impressed by reading the newspapers like
The  Amrit Bazar Patrika and was influenced
by the fiery poetry of my father and the writings
of my father's sisters, Kokila Devi and Jahnavi
Devi. I was an eloquent orator. In my days I was
among the best orators, who included Rajkrishna
Bose and Jadumani Mangaraj.

I started arranging meetings in the nearby
villages. In due course, I became a fiery speaker
and people were attracted to the meetings. They
were impressed by my points of view. I said
whatever I learnt from the speeches and writings
of Mahatma Gandhi. A strong sense of patriotism
guided my spirit.

A meeting was arranged at Inchudi on the
outskirts of Balasore. Jibaramji Kalyanji, whom
Gandhiji had sent to propagate the ideas of
Ahimsa, presided over the meeting. He was
deeply impressed by my speech. He embraced
me in the public. I was arrested on the same day
after the meeting was over and was sent to
Balasore jail. I was only 18. I was sentenced to
one year imprisonment. From Balasore I was
moved to Cuttack jail. After my release I started
the work where I had left. In course of time I
came in contact with Mahtab and Nabkrushna
Choudhuri and became more active against the
foreign rule. I had seen and heard Gandhiji from
close quarters. I had no remorse for deserting
studies for the sake of my country.

After a year or so, I was  arrested again
and sent to the Patna camp jail. Mahtab came to
the same jail from Hazaribag jail, when he was
demoted to the status of a  'C' class prisoner from
'B' class. There I met Bhagbat Sahu of Jhinkiria
(Basudevpur), who defeated me in the 1st General
Elections to the Parliament in 1952. I served
sentences in Balasore, Cuttack, Berhampur and
Koraput jails. I was arrested seven times from
1930 to 1946. During 1942, my younger brother
was also lodged in the same jail.

Jail was a home to me. The valuable years
of my youth were spent there. It was not without
a boon. Md. Hanif, a former MLA from Bhadrak
and former Dy. Speaker of Orissa Legislative
Assembly, taught me Urdu. I also studied
Sanskrit. One Mr Primrose, an Irish citizen,
lodged in Berhampur jail taught me how to speak
English. I owe a lot to him. Jail life was also
responsible for  my creative writings. Although I
had started writing poems at the age of seven,
slowly I  switched over to stories and then to
novels. I used to write poems and present them
to my aunts (my father had 8 sisters) at the time
of their marriage. In Berhampur jail, I translated
Kalandi Charana Panigrahi's  Matira Manisha
into Hindi. It was published by the Sahitya
Akademi. Swarajya Pala, an anthology of poems
I wrote while in jail, was published by Mahtab in
the Prajatantra Press, Balasore. It was banned
by the British Government.

Godabarish Mishra was the Minister for
Finance, Excise and Jails, when the Japanese
started shelling the Odisha coast. The Capital of
Odisha was temporarily shifted from Cuttack to
Sambalpur. I was transferred from Berhampur to
Koraput jail, where I was lodged in the Ladies
Ward as no lady inmates stayed there.
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During intervals from going jails, I had
attended Karma Mandir, an institution of learning
started by  Mahtab in Balasore. It was instituted
in the premises of  Santi Kanan of Fakir Mohan
Senapati. It was meant for the drop-outs like me.
Priyananth Sarkar taught us Political Science,
Economics and English. Noted freedom fighters
like Rabindra Mohan Das and Gajendra Sahu
attended the classes with me.

'Mausi' was the frist story I wrote. It was
reprinted in The Jhankar.  Then I wrote a number
of short stories. "Anvesana" broke the way and
became an instant success. Hidamati,
Gharadiha and Bhangahada followed. All the
novels present faithful pictures of our village life.
Gharadiha brought me the central Sahitya
Akademi Award in 1988 and had been translated

into other Indian languages. For some time, I
looked after the Dagar Press, which was set up
by my father.

I acted in plays and excelled in acting. I
often played female roles. I took interest in
gymnastics. As an actor, I have never failed to
win a medal. I had also done mono-acting and
mimicry. In Patna camp jail, the inmates who
witnessed the play, Bilva Mangala, were moved
by my acting. I have imbibed all the qualities of
my father, but not his musical voice.

Sarat Mohapatra was Additional CTO, Baghamari
Checkgate, Khurda.
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An Untold Story of Rabisingh Majhi

Dr. Binodini Das

History is not only the compendium of the
biographies of great men,  it is also

embodied in a man like Rabi Singh Majhi, who
took an humble origin from a Gond community
and whose ancestors were the natural inhabitants
of a small tribal village called Batibedha of
Umarkot in undivided Koraput district.  His
contribution to India's freedom struggle must have
been well compared with the small squirrel of the
Ramayan fame, who, with an intense desire to
participate in the war of liberation waged against
Ravana for releasing  Sita, carried little amount of
sand on his shoulder to unload at the spot where
setubandha (a bridge) would be constructed.  His
tribal origin made him to know about the untold
sufferings of his community.  His intense zeal,
undaunted spirit and unmolested determination
intermingled with the spirit of self-sacrifice, self-
confidence and self-reliance made him to tolerate
all the atrocities, punishments and wrath of the
government servants of the British India.

Born in a Gond tribal family of Batibedha
village on 12th October 1922 to Patu Majhi and
Dukhi Majhi, Rabi Singh Majhi was nicknamed
as Buti by his grandfather Ghati Majhi who grew
up with filial love of the nature and with the tyranny
and exploitation of Ribini (Revenue Officer),
Garadu (Forest Guards) and Jaman (Police

Constable).  His childhood witnessed an unethical
exactions of all the resources that a tribe had in
his possession, i.e., rice, unhusked rice,
blackgram, gram, horsegram, cattle-wealth,
pumpkin gourd, sweet potato, oatmeal, barley,
chicken, swan, pigeon etc.  A tribe enjoyed all his
possessions so long as he was not targeted by
any government agent.  The tribes of 1922 of
Batibedha had learnt only to speak, "Oh! Lord;
we are your shoes.  You are our father and
mother."

According to the Government of India
Act of 1919, Jeypore Zamindari was declared
as a backward region as a result of which
administration was entrusted to local chief who
further appointed a number of sub-ordinate
officials to carry out administration on his behalf
in the remote tribal region. Those subordinate
officials with a competitive spirit of making a good
fortune for themselves left no stone unturned in
misappropriating tribal wealth in the name of
administration, revenue collection and
safeguarding of the forest wealth.  They were
diplomatic and tactful enough to adopt a policy
of 'divide and rule' for ensuring their self-interest.
They implemented it on village people by making
a promise that for rendering best services to the
sub-ordinate officials they would be rewarded
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with prestigious positions of village administration
like gauntia, nayak, ganda, chalan, pujari,
mustadar, muthadar, bhuktahera etc.  This
lucrative offer made the leaders of the tribe  the
henchmen of the government officials as a result
of which the former became a helping tool to the
latter in their exploitative activities.

The system was so developed that a tribal
man called bethia had to render his worthy and
useful services to a government official without
any opposition, grumble and resistance, bearing
all sorts of humiliations and without any wages.
Violation of work led to beating in black and blue.
The group of tribal village authorities like nayak,
ganda, and chalanas were called as ganjaita,
who collected revenues from the village people
by giving them receipts or sometimes confiscated
the arable lands in favour of others.  For these
two activities, they were also called as rasida and
jamichhada.  Among other systems meant for
rendering essential services for officials, mention
may be made on kathakaudi (to collect the fuel
in form of woods, from the village for the officers),
ghara chhapara (to cover the roofs of the houses
of the officers by providing straw, bamboo and
salia rope from ryot's own account before rainy
season), saplai (the word is derived from the
English word 'supply'.  It means the village people
would have to provide unhusked grain, gram,
vegetables, chicken, ram, goat, oil and ghee when
the officer would make a tour to that village),
gadam (it is one of the most heinous practices in
which the tribal people were driven out by village
gauntia from their agricultural produces in whole
not for paying the interest of the loans which was
five times higher than the original loan they had
taken from the gauntia, who, on the other hand,
did it at the instructions of the officers.)  Dolibuha
was the most hated and humiliated service that

the tribes were compelled to render scornfully.
Doli is indicated to a container which is made up
of bamboo sticks and used in the bullock cart.
As there was no vehicle for moving from one
village to another, officials preferred to be carried
on by sitting on a doli, which was to be carried
by four to five tribal people on their shoulders.
Once, Ramakrishna Pattanaik Rao, a Circle
Inspector of Umarkot police station, who was
carried on a doli shouldered by Patu Majhi, father
of Rabi Singh Majhi, urinated in the doli which
flowed on the body of doli bearers.  Besides,
their labours were exploited and utilised in the
construction of roads and in luggage bearings.

Amidst all such adversities, Ghati Majhi,
a man of dynamic outlook took the initiative to
educate his grandson Rabi Singh Majhi and
became a source of inspiration to him.  Due to his
efforts Rabi Singh received an elementary
education of learning the alphabets from a teacher
Narayan Majhi, who was popularly called as
Kalanaga teacher in Banuaguda,  which is
situated  12 kms away from Batibedha village on
Umarkot-Chandahandi road of present Umarkot
Tahasil.  He was much more influenced by his
teacher's unblemished character, determination,
truthfulness, politeness and affection.  Then at the
age of ten, i.e., in 1932, he was sent to a school
situated in the Bhamini village  where he found
Dinabandhu Majhi, a man of Pujariguda with fifth
class qualification and Binayak Mohanty of
Nawarangpur.

It took five years to Rabi Singh Majhi to
be promoted to class three in 1937.  In the same
year, he got initiated into Gandhian concept by a
man called Sunadhar Nayak, the gauntia of
Bhamini village, who became a member of the
Indian National Congress by paying four annas.
Gauntia means a person who was selected by a
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king as village chief or nayak, whose main duty
was to collect sista (revenues) from the village
people thrice in a year, i.e., in summer, in rain and
in winter, and to deposit it in the royal treasury.
Baring a few the gauntias were mostly influential
persons with a cruel and heinous character.  But
Sunadhar Nayak, a man of sober character whom
Rabi Singh considered as his spiritual preceptor
revolutionised his mind and heart.  He explained
to Rabi Singh about non-violence, a cardinal
principle of Gandhiji to be followed in course of
freedom struggle and how to carry out non-
cooperation in which sista and gadam were not
to be paid.  He organised meetings in different
villages popularising Gandhian ideas and
ideologies and also tried to influence two persons
to be the members of Congress Working
Committee.  In the month of January 1938 a
meeting was organised on the perch of the house
of Rabi Singh in Batibedha village.  In January,
1938 Laxmi Chandra Das, Muhammed Baji,
Annaji Rao, Jagannath Tripathy and other
Congress workers also organised a meeting in
Batibedha village explaining the village people
about Gandhian ideology and also initiating the
people into the art of developing self-confidence,
self-determination, self-reliance and self-sacrifice
to fighting against the British Raj. Ghati Singh
spared his favourite grandson Buti (Rabi Singh)
for the cause of the nation.  Since then Rabi Singh
became an active member of the Indian National
Congress and visited from village to village
alongwith Sunadhar Nayak for awakening the
people from their deep slumber and creating a
sense of national consciousness in the minds of
the people.  He persuaded the people to refuse
to pay gadam and also influenced the people of
Batibedha to take an oath in the name of Gandhiji
not to be addicted to alcoholic drinks and not to
pay sista (revenue) to Sukchand Panka.  Rabi

Singh gradually won the support of the village
people.  He took the leadership and destroyed
the brewery centres in different places alongwith
other Congress members.  For this act he became
an object of vengeance of Sukchand Panka, who
was in charge of collecting sista on behalf of the
government.  Sukchand Panka, a man of mean
and cruel character being advised by Baga Pujari
chalked out a plan to outcast him.  So he was
beaten on the way while returning from the school.

Patu Majhi, father of Rabi Singh
maintained silence when he was called on by Kasi
Biswanath Sahu, the then Tahasildar of
Nawrangpur Taluk.  He was told that all the acts
of Rabi Singh was illegal and treacherous.  So
the act of Sukchand Panka was appreciated.  The
Tahasildar gave a serious threat to Patu Majhi,
telling him that if Rabi Singh would continue with
this sort of activities and provoke the village
people not to pay sista or gadam, it was obvious
that their properties including their plough-share
and oxen would be confiscated.

The people of Batibedha village were so
determined that they decided in a meeting to get
their autonomy by boycotting all sorts of relation
with Bhamini village.  Henceforth, they should be
included in a separate mutha; one ganda should
be elected from among the village people, who
could collect the sista; a chalan for giving
information to the government, and above all, one
pujari (priest) for worshipping Mother Earth and
another one for the worship of God would be
selected.  Accordingly, Naharu and Patu Majhi
were selected as pujari (priest) of God and
Mother-Earth respectively.  The demand of the
village people reached to the Diwan of Jeypore
through Benudhar Gadanayak, the Circle
Inspector of Police.  Batibedha was ceded from
the Bhamini village and a ganda was entrusted to
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collect the revenue.  It is a great landmark in the
history of freedom struggle of India that a tribal
village set an example how to get freedom in the
face of stiff resistance and corruption, suppression
and extractions.  This incident provided further
impetus to Rabi Singh to fight boldly against
corruption.

With the declaration of Second World
War, India was declared as a belligerent country
without the consultation of Indian leaders by the
British government.  This was a great betrayal to
Indian people and Gandhiji protested vehemently
against this despotic move and gave a clarion call
for practising individual satyagraha.  This
message spread like wild fire and the people of
Batibedha village were charismatised with
Gandhian mantra not to pay a single pie for the
sake of war and to be imprisoned voluntarily by
practising individual satyagraha.  Credit should
go to Rabi Singh, Ghasiram Panka, Yugadhar
Majhi, and Sanu Majhi, who took a resolution to
make an experience what satyagraha was?

In 1939, Rabi Singh, accompanied by
Sunadhar Nayak and Jayaram Basudev educated
the people of Raighar, Jharigan, Podagad and
Singapari villages with Gandhian message.  His
sincere determination, devotion, effort and labour
dedicated to the cause India's freedom struggle
drew the attention of eminent leaders of Koraput
like Sadasiv Tripathy and Laxmi Chandra Das.
Out of a number of training centres to train the
freedom fighters, mention may be made of
Taragaon village near Nawarangpur which was
directly supervised by Sadasiv Tripathy and Laxmi
Chandra Das.  The trainees were taught how to
create public relation so that the Congress
ideology could be popularised.  Besides, they
were trained in general prayer, spinning the cotton
in spinning wheel (Charkha), weaving the clothes

and service to Harijans.  Rabi Singh alongwith
other associates joined in this training centre as a
trainee.

Returning from Taragaon, Rabi Singh
cultivated a friendly relationship with all the
Congress workers of all the villages of
Nawarangpur area.  He taught to his village people
how to cultivate cotton and to spin the thread in
the spinning wheel.  It was due to his persuasion,
the Gond people of Umarkot left the habit of
keeping long hair, and doing a knot pushing kakei
(a wooden wedge) on it.  So also he popularised
khadada and got accustomed to it.  Once again,
Rabi Singh entered into Nuaput training centre.
There he got the opportunity to come in direct
contact with Biswanath Das, Acharya Harihara,
Gopabandhu Choudhury, and Godavarish Misra.
There he was initiated into a sense of strict
discipline and Gandhian principles, i.e., faith in
non-violence, truth, prohibition, boldness,
boycotting foreign goods, renunciation of worldly
desires, and above all, to be free from untouchable
concept.  He translated his training centre
experiences and knowledge into letter and spirit
by awakening the people to know about their
rights and what rights they were deprived of.  So
also he created consciousness among the people
to know about those, who were responsible for
their miseries.  He became so popular by 1939
that when a Congress Working Committee was
established at Umarkot, Laxmi Chandra Das
nominated him first.  Balaram Kalar, Sarabu
Ganda and Gunu Ganda became the members of
Congress Working Committee.  He became a
target of government officials.

He was not given a chance to be arrested
as the first satyagrahi of Umarkot in the year
1940 as he was below 18 years of age.  But he
was selected to join in the individual satyagraha
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which was recommended by Mahadev Desai in
1940.  In the month of December 1940, he sent
an information in writing, following the instruction
of Congress Working Committee to the District
Collector and Superintendent of Police of Koraput
to carry out satyagraha.  Though police was not
well aware of the nature of satyagraha, still it
became vigilant and sent information to gandas,
chalans and nayaks of the villages to keep a
watch on all Congress workers.

On 8th January 1941 it was decided to
launch an individual satyagraha in the next
morning.  All the Congress workers should gather
at Batibedha village and would start a procession
from there.  So, on the early morning of 9th
January 1941, Batibedha village was crowded
with men, women, dhangada (young boys),
dhangadi (young girls) and Congress workers
from a number of villages.  Rabi Singh started his
procession  moving towards Hirapur with the
slogan, "Bharat ma ki jaya".  Reaching  Hirapur,
he addressed a huge gathering of people saying,
"Brothers, listen to Gandhiji's message.  The Gora
Sarkar is destroying our nation.  The agent of the
British government are taking away our clothes,
rice, blackgram and Bengal gram.  Now war is
going on.  We are asked to pay for war.  Gandhi
Mahapru tells us not to pay a single paisa as sista,
gadam, etc.  We are fighting for the truth.  We
should die but not fear.  We are practising non-
cooperation.  Have patience,  Swaraj will come.
Jaya Bharata mata." This fiery speech
mesmerised the crowd.  The entire atmosphere
was filled with the slogans against British rule.
Suddenly four to five police men and ten to twelve
forest guards crept into the meeting ground and
arrested Rabi Singh without facing any resistance.
He walked alongwith the police force to reach
Umarkot police station.  Then in the next morning,

he was sent to Nawarangpur.  On 11th January
1941 he was presented before the Magistrate
who on the basis of police report, description of
eye witnesses and above all, Rabi Singh's bold
and brave declaration admitting to carry out
satyagraha issued his judgement that "according
to case No.5/41 of Umarkot police station, culprit
913, Rabi Singh Majhi, son of Patu Majhi of
village Batibedha, P.S. Umarkot, District: Koraput
for creating disaffection against the British India
government, is hereby declared to be imprisoned
for six months and charged with a fine of Rs.30.00,
failing which, another two months imprisonment
according to Penal Code of 38(5), and 34(b) of
Government of British India."  Immediately in the
next morning he was sent to Koraput jail.

The jail was considered as the cradle bed
of inhumanity, cruelty and oppression.  Rabi Singh
got the opportunity to meet Laxman Naik and his
associate Narasingha Chalan of Matili.  Other
satyagrahis like Sadasiv Behera and Dambaru
Talia of Jeypore, Gopinath Pujari of Sanagumma,
Kaliajani of Papadahandi, Sadasiv Rana of
Tentulikhunti, Mancha, Khagapati Pujari of
Boriguma Palasara, Hari Amanatya of Bamanikata
of Nawarangpur, etc. were also in the same jail.
All of them made a resolution to bear whatever
sufferings would come, but let not allow the
enemies to torture the common villagers.  He was
much influenced by Laxman Naik's sacrifice who
being  the son of a Muthadar of Matili forsake
all his pleasures for the sake of the nation.  Rabi
Singh was released from the jail on 23rd June
1941.

Returning home he was shocked to know
about premature death of his first child.  As
directed by the President of Umarkot Congress
Working Committee, he gave a notice to start
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satyagraha from the Bhamini village, the cradle
bed of corruption and oppression.  In July 1941
without caring for heavy shower of rain, he
travelled from village to village spreading the
message of the Congress.  He was arrested on
8th August 1941 while addressing a meeting at
Bhamini village along with Muhammad Baji.  On
13th August 1942 he was once again imprisoned
for two months with a fine of Rs.50.00 and  was
sent to Koraput jail. Once again he met Laxman
Naik, Gangadhara Jola and Thakur Das in the
jail.  To protest against the inhuman treatment and
unwholesome food given in the jail, which became
a great cause for taking a number of prisoners'
lives, Gangadhara Jola of Nandapura and Thakur
Das of Patangi protested vehemently, as a result
of which both of them were beaten severely in
front of other freedom fighters and Jail
Superintendent.  Sanu Majhi suffered from torture
when he protested against this barbarous act.  So
all the freedom fighters under the leadership of
Laxmi Chandra Das took a vow to raise protest
movement against this inhuman and barbarous
treatment.  It was decided that following Gandhian
principles of peace and non-violence, a protest
movement should be carried out by observing
fasting as long as no redressal measure would be
taken to replace the unwholesome food.  The jail
authority was also informed about this move.  The
threat of beating, punishment and fear did not deter
them from the vow that they had taken it as a
protest against the jail authority.  When the
freedom fighters observed it sincerely, the
government authorities tried to make a
compromise and the bread prepared out of
mandia was substituted by rice in the night.  It
was a great victory for the freedom fighters.

Rabi Singh's family suffered from untold
miseries as Sukchand Panka created heinous plots

to harass and humiliate the family members.
Sukchand Panka made a false appeal to the
government that Patu Majhi had stolen away all
the amount on the way while he was returning
after collecting sista.  So Patu Majhi was
imprisoned for two years.  Rabi Singh got released
from jail on 13th October 1941.

Gandhiji evolved a new technique, i.e.,
'do or die' as an accelerative measure of "Quit
India Movement", which was to be launched
throughout the country on 9th August 1942.
Gandhiji was arrested on the early morning of 9th
August.  Biswas Ray was arrested in between
Salur and Patangi while carrying out the
programme of Quit India Movement.  But before
his arrest he instructed other fellow freedom
fighters to distribute pamphlets containing
Gandhiji's speeches on Quit India Movement.
Rabi Singh volunteered to distribute the pamphlets
in rural areas on which it was written that, "British
Government Quit India; Gandhiji told us to fight
for Swaraj and be a leader of yourself.  There is
nobody to be considered as government.  Work
with non-violence.  Please do not give tax, panu
and gadam."  He was assisted in his work by
Balaram Kalar and Saradhu Gauda.  Visiting from
place to place with his co-workers, he inspired
the people of villages of Jharigaon, Raighar and
Umarkot area.

An information highlighting the dynamic
move of the Nawarangpur Congress Working
Committee, i.e., "all the Congress workers of
Umarkot and its surrounding areas decided to
gherao the Umarkot police station following the
principle of non-violence.  Slogans should be
given according to Congress instructions.  And
you as a leader of Congress will represent the
area under your jurisdiction," reached to him while
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he was carrying out the campaign explaining the
nature and character of Quit India Movement.
So he reached Banuaguda in the night of 14th
August 1942 to preach his message.  He
proceeded to Badabharandi village on 15th
August 1942 and conducted a meeting there in
the night in Baga Pujari's residence.  It was
unanimously resolved that police station of
Umarkot would be gheraoed on 24th August 1942
for which all the Congress workers would
assemble at Mahishmanda village on the very day.
Then distributing responsibility among themselves,
they got dispersed.  Bali Pujari, son of Baga Pujari
was assigned with the duty of  keeping relation
with the freedom fighters of Umarkot, while
Sudarsan Pargania and Rabi Singh were placed
in charge of Podagad and Raighar respectively.

As per the scheduled programme, the
Congress workers from Podagad, Singadhari,
Karamari, Bakadabedha, Chataguda, Pulla,
Bijapur, Batibedha, Hirapur, Khanda, Sunabedha,
Anchala, Raighar, Ekamba, Melabedha,
Badabasini, Sindhiguda, Bakada Khadaka and
Murttrumaru gathered at Mahishmanda village on
24th August 1942.  Led by Rabi Singh, they
proceeded towards Badabharandi singing
Ramdhun on the way and holding shovel, axe,
hatchet, cudgel and flag.  They reached at
Badabharandi at 10 O' Clock and got the
blessings of Baga Pujari.  From there, they
proceeded to Dangarguda and took rest there
for some time.  When Rabi Singh discovered these
warring instruments, he made request to leave
those by telling Gandhiji's principle of non-
violence.  So all the workers left their weapons
and crossing Kusumguda reached a market place
called Badahata at Hatapada of Umarkot.  Rabi
Singh also addressed the crowd of the hata

explaining the Gandhian ideology.  Some police
constables using their cudgels tried to disperse
the crowd.  Circle Inspector Benudhar
Gadanayak's polite appeal to the freedom fighters
suggesting not to create any disturbance did not
have any impact on the people.  But with the
slogans of Bande Mataram, 'Bharat Chhada',
Bharat Mataki Jay, 'Mahatma Gandhi ki Jay',
etc., the freedom fighters provoked the police.
The police and forest guards took an attempt to
push them into a barricade.  One of the freedom
fighters fell on  the ground with slogans in his lips
when he was hit by a policeman's gun.  Some of
the workers who witnessed this event got
infuriated and at the spur of the moment hit on the
police with cudgel.  So Sub-Inspector Trilochan
Misra ordered for a blank firing.  Rabi Singh was
obstructed by Mangalu Pujari of Saraguda when
he came forward to protest against the atrocities
of the police.  Rabi Singh was forcibly sent back.
To make the situation worse, an elephant was left
there.  Police also used cudgels mercilessly on
the freedom fighters.

The freedom fighters lost their courage
due to absence of Rabi Singh.  So the irritated
workers gave the slogan, 'arrest us and put us in
prison'.  To get the information on Rabi Singh, a
number of freedom fighters like Ghasiram Panka
of Butisargi village, who was popularly known as
Dandakatia, Balchand Nayak and Laikhan Jani
of Anchala, Sukhananda Pujari of Badabharandi,
Sanu Bhatra of Dhadra-karamari, Masuram
Ganda of Banaguda and Balaram Sethi of Panas
were arrested.  A blank fire was made when
people protested against this illegal arrest.  People
got terrorised and left that place.

On that very night a warrant was issued
by the police for Rabi Singh's arrest on charge of
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spreading discontentment against the British rule,
destroying government property, and responsible
for beating and scolding the police.  Rabi Singh
managed to escape and reached  Badabharandi
via Sankumari village.  There he learnt about the
extreme inhuman atrocities of the police.  But Rabi
Singh inspired all of them and Bali Pujari and
others took an oath to continue freedom struggle
amidst all restraints and obstacles.  He spent that
night there.  Apprehending police interference,
Rabi Singh escaped to another village without
notice.

Baga Pujari of Badabharandi suffered
from police atrocities.  A cash award of one
thousand was declared by the government on
Rabi Singh, Harischandra Gauntia, Siva Majhi,
Balaram Sethia, Buti, Ghasiram Panka and Sanu
Majhi.  So the gandas, nayaks and chalans, who
worked for the police came into action and set a
programme how to capture those freedom fighters.
Mention may be made on Matili Firing of 21st
August 1942 in which Linga Bhumia and Nakula
Madakami sacrificed their lives and a number of
deaths occurred at Papadahandi also on 24th
August 1942 due to police firing.  These two
inglorious activities of the police had cast a deep
influence on Rabi Singh.  He was really shocked
to listen the news and decided to emerge from
his hidden place in order to console the
Papadahandi people.  As it was difficult to escape
the notice of police, he preferred to go there in
the guise of a woman.  So, finally he and Pasur
Nayak dressed as wife and husband started from
Saraguda to visit Papadahandi.  Crossing
Baunsabedha, Dumarda, Karagaon, and
spending the night in Siva Majhi's house at
Jamguda, they proceeded towards Papadahandi.
He returned back to Pilbasini village listening the
news that in search of him police was encamped

in Sunadhar Nayak's residence at Karaki.  He
was refused asylum by Bata Pujari of Pilbasini
village, who was also a Congress worker.  Then
he proceeded to Panjiaguda where he organized
a meeting in the house of chalan Panja Mudi.
He was advised by Panjia Mudi not to proceed
to Papadahandi.  So he returned back from
Panjiaguda and reached Saraguda escaping
tactfully the vigilant eyes of the police.

Here he got the information how police,
with the help of Sukchand Panka and Jaga Pujari
had tortured his family members and forcibly took
away all sorts of agricultural and pastoral wealth
from his house.  After two or three days, i.e., on
12th September 1942 he returned back to his
own village, where his father suggested him to
migrate to some other place leaving the ancestral
abode.  Rabi Singh consoled his father and other
members of the village not to take such steps.

Rabi Singh decided to inform the Circle
Inspector Benudhar Gadanayak, a man of rare
liberal and considerate character about the heinous
activities of Sub-Inspector Trilochan Misra.
Benudhar Gadanayak advised him to submit a
report under the signature of his grandfather, which
should be attested by witnesses.  The extreme
poverty of his family compelled him to work as a
labourer in Bombay-Nagpur railway line.
Simultaneously, he worked for the Congress.
Once again, he was caught by Sukchand Panka
while driving his cart and was brought to Bhamini
village where he was tortured severely.  Next day
he was brought to Umarkot for trial.  A trial was
made for him and Baga Pujari in which both of
them admitted their involvement in Congress
activities and organization of  meetings in their
houses.  So he was imprisoned.  But after two
months he was released.
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It was on 15th August 1947, Rabi Singh
hoisted the national flag of free India at Umarkot
with an eloquent speech addressing a huge
gathering that, "Brothers !  We got the freedom
amidst extreme sufferings and sacrifices.  Man
like Baga Pujari and Laxman Naik are no more
with us to enjoy this golden moment.
Hatapahari, bethi and gadam are now
abolished.  We are for the nation and the nation is
for us.  Brothers !  We should take an oath that
we must speak the truth, we should not be jealous
of others; we should be brave and bold and live
without fear; we must endeavour to maintain the
prestige of our nation.  We, all are the children of
this nation.  Bharat Mata ki Jay."

History of India's freedom struggle owes
a lot to Rabi Singh.  He is the inspiring zeal and a
rare example of how the strong determination and
self-confidence imbued with unselfish attitude
could overcome all sorts of adversities that come
on his progressive as obstacles.

Dr. Binodini Das, Ex-Senior Faculty Member in the P.G.
Department of History, Ravenshaw Autonomous
College, Cuttack.
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Kamal Singh Dau - The Martyr

                                                                                             Dr. Jayanta Kumar Sahu

History is silent about the sacrifice made by
two freedom fighters of Western Orissa

namely Balabhadra Singh Dau and Kamal Singh
Dau. They were born in Lakhanpur, a tiny fort on
the foot-hills of the Barapahar during the bloody
struggle to make India free from the British
colonial rule.

Historically speaking, Surendra Sai was
one of the most famous rebel leaders of India
during British regime. One of his close confident
Kamal Singh Dau was the son of Balabhadra
Singh, the Zamindar of Lakhanpur in Bargarh
District. He organized and led the Gond and
Binjhal clans to lodge Guerrilla warfare with the
British. His father Balabhadra Singh was a die-
hard opponent of the British colonial rule. He was
the most prominent among the rebels who
protested against the suppression of the tribal
people and the anti-peasant policies during the
British Raj. He joined Surendra Sai in his struggle
against the British when Sai was denied the throne
of Sambalpur in the year 1827. Thus, the seeds
of rebellion germinated and a popular uprising
sprouted against foreign rule. Kamal Singh Dau
further precipitated this. He organised the tribal
people under the active guidance of his father and
Surendra Sai. He formed a dreadful and
formidable guerrilla force, positioned them at
strategic points at Debrigarh and Barapahar in

the terrains of Barapahar and Gandmaru hill near
Alekhpur village. He armed them with traditional
arms and armaments and fought many battles
against the British. Although some portions of
these ghats have been demolished, the major
parts remain unscratched.

The Gountias of forty-two Praganas
coming under Lakhanpur Zamindari were also
the bitter opponents of British rule. They were
occasionally providing financial assistance as well
as logistic support to Balabhadra Singh and his
soldiers. It was during that time the Britishers
dethroned Mohan Kumari and Narayana Singh
of Barpali Zamindari clan was made the Raja of
Sambalpur ignoring the claim of Surendra Sai.
Thus, the British rulers indirectly controlled
Sambalpur and partially succeeded in suppressing
the uprising against them. Resultantly, Surendra
Sai organized the Zamindars of Bodasambar,
Ghens, Lakhanpur, Sonepur, Bamanda and
Rairakhol against the British and sphereheaded
the armed rebellion.

The revolt, which Surendra Sai and
Kamal Singh started in the year 1827 with the
help of Gond and Binjhal clans, became more
focused, sharp, and violent. With Kamal Singh,
joining the rebellion Balabhadra Singh had his first
encounter with the British on 8 January 1831.
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Subedar Gurudayal Tiwari and Jamadar
Gangadhar Mishra of Ramgarh battalion led the
British force. Under Jamadar Wilso more than a
hundred fighters attacked the British camp, burnt
it to ashes, and returned to Debrigarh.
Subsequently in 1837, Balabhadra Singh became
a victim of treachery and his hideout was disclosed
to the king of Sambalpur by Pahadu Gond a
hench-man of the Rampur Zamindar and was
attacked. He fell to the combined force of
Narayan Singh and the Zamindars of Rampur and
Barpali and was killed in Debrigarh while fighting.
However, Surendra Sai though severely
wounded, escaped. The three sons of the slain
king, Kamal Singh, Khageswar Singh and
Neelambar Singh swore in the name of their father
for revenge and joined the Ghens Zamindar
Madho Singh and his sons Hati Singh and Kunjal
Singh.

The combined force of Kamal Singh and
Kunjal Singh attacked the British in 1864. Kunjal
Singh was captured and thereafter Kamal Singh
alone continued the struggle and repeatedly
attacked the British camps. The Gond leaders
Bandya Rai and Mahapatra Rai then assisted him.
It is believed that the British Commissioner V. S.
Kokborn requisitioned an army contingent from
the Madras presidency to crush the rebellion and
capture Kamal Singh. Some fighters of Madho
Singh and Kamal Singh were stationed at Singhora
Ghat to stop the entry of the British force to
Sambalpur. The British army captured Singhora
Ghat in 1858 and subsequently took control of
the Zamindari of Lakhanpur, Kharsal, Kolabira
and Loisingha. Another rebel leader Madhu
Gountia was captured and convicted for attacking
the British and killing a British doctor at Jujumura
of Rairakhol. Chhabila Sai, the fifth brother of
Surendra Sai and many other rebel leaders were
killed.

The British administration merged
Sambalpur with Madhya Pradesh ignoring huge
protest by the common people .The violent protest
was ruthlessly suppressed and the people were
subject to barbarous cruelty. Surendra Sai's
ancestral village Khinda was burnt and people
were killed indiscriminately.  The rebels could not
organize themselves, starved, and got
demoralized. This forced Dhruba and Balabhadra
Sai, the two brothers of Surendra Sai and
Khageswar Singh Dau to surrender. Kamal Singh
was cornered, dejected and tired. A treacherous
man of Bardol village while resting under a tree
killed him. The Britishers had earlier declared a
reward of rupees two thousand for his head. The
place where he was killed is known as Mudkati
in memory of this incident. It is written in some
journals that the Britishers hanged his head-less
body on a tree at Lakhanpur to create a sense of
terror among the people. However, the famous
historian Dr. Naveen Kumar Sahu had a different
version regarding the death of Kamal Singh. In
his book published by the Department of Culture,
Government of Odisha, it is mentioned that the
capture of Kamal Singh was the handiwork of a
treacherous king of Sarangarh for the reward
money. Dr Sahu wrote that after his capture,
Kamal Singh was sent to Asurgarh prison where
he breathed his last like Surendra Sai.

Dr. Jayanta Kumar Sahu,  Lecturer in Botany Trust Fund
College, Bargarh - 768028.
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Utkalmani Gopabandhu -
The Pride of Odisha

Dr. Surya Narayan Misra

Odisha is the land of Lord Jagannath. The
people of the State are culturally integrated

with other linguistic and religious communities.
Since time immemorial this land has given birth to
several personalities whom the people of Odisha
today and afterwards cannot forget. Utkalmani
Gopabandhu Das is one among
them. His life style, mission and
vision and the sacrifices had
justifiably decorated him as the
'Jewel of Odisha' (Utkal Mani).
This title was given to him by Sri
Prafulla Chandra Roy of the then
Calcutta.

Gopabandhu Das who is
known to every Oriya family was
born on 9th October 1877 in a
small village called Suando in the
Satyabadi police station area of
Puri district. The village is situated
on the bank of river Bhargavi, a
sacred river for the people of coastal Odisha. He
was the son of Sri Daitari Das and his third wife
Srimati Swarnamayee  Devi. Sri Narayan Das
was his elder brother.

Suando was a small village comprising of
about forty families belonging to Brahmin, farming
class, weavers and Harijans. The total population
was around two hundred and fifty. In that village,

Gopabandhu belonged to a middle class family.
His father was a Mukhtiar who had a reasonable
practice in the locality. Gopabandhu had early
childhood education in the village pathsala where
he was taught about reading, writing and arithmatic
which was helpful for the living of the villagers.

He had an early exposure to
Jagannath Das's Bhagabat'. The
language and style of presentation
of this great book influenced him a
lot. At the age of twelve, he
married a young girl Apti. Of
course the marriage did not stand
in the way of his education.

After completion of upper
primary education, Gopabandhu
had to join middle vernacular
school at a nearby village called
Rupadeipur. By that time he had
lost his mother. The Head Pandit
of the school could appreciate

Gopabandhu's knowledge on literature. The
young boy also found in the teacher a true
guardian. The regular interaction between the two
was beneficial to both. Gopabandhu later joined
Puri Zila School in 1893.

While at Puri Gopabandhu came in
contact with Mukhtiar Ramachandra Das who
was not only generous but was a nationalist and
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had compassion for the distressed. This
association had a deep impact upon young
Gopabandhu. Mukhtiar Das was also guardian
of one Basudev. Every day, both the young
students could learn about western and eastern
education and their differences from their new
guardian. While he was a student at Zilla School,
Gopabandhu evinced interest in organising
meetings and societies through which youngmind
could learn about cooperation. This work
generated in him an element of leadership and
created abilities for team work. As a student he
could dare to help the victims of dreaded disease
cholera, a post-car festival outbreak in the holy
city. The authorities were not alert and the
response was poor. This led young Gopabandhu
to form a voluntary corps 'Puri Seva Samiti'
through which the volunteers helped the victims
and cremated the corpses. During this great
service to the community, Gopabandhu got the
valuable support of Harihara Das, later called
Acharya Harihara. During this service, an ugly
incident occured relating to the maladministration
and unresponsive activities of the English Surgeon
Dr. Charles Beck. Gopabandhu's handling of the
situation spreaded information about his conflict
management abilities and love for nation.

As a student Gopabandhu's literary
fervour was excellent. During those days the
literary world was divided between the Ancient
and the Modernists. He regularly wrote in local
magazines - The Indradhanu and The
Bijuli.While the Indradhanu supported those who
advocated the cause of old literature, the later
stood with modernists like Radhanath Roy, the
then Inspector of Schools for Odisha. But
Gopabandhu was a great balancer. He realised
that a nation as well as its literature live by their
tradition. He could not appreciate the thinking of
contemporary writers and their views. In the
opinion of a great scholar, Gopabandhu like

Edmund Burke believed that a national
superstructure of the present can endure only of
it is based upon the solid foundations of the past
heritage. He also wrote a satirical poem in 'The
Indradhanu'. This led to an ugly incident and also
punishment meted out by the angry Inspector of
schools for such satirical poem. He refused to
apologise for such writing in lieu of punishment.

Gopabandhu graduated from Cuttack.
He lost his father before joining Ravenshaw
College. He took time to adjust to the new
environment. His personality attracted friends. He
formed a 'Kartavya Bodhini Samiti' to engage his
friends in discussion on social, economic and
political problems. During his Ravenshaw days,
he along with Acharya Harihara and Braja Sundar
Das engaged himself in helping the flood victims.
During his studentship at Cuttack he lost a newly
born son. Further his social service affected his
educational pursuit. Due to this he was failed in
B.A examination and he got this degree in the
second attempt. Later he went to Calcutta where
he did both M.A. and LL.B.

While pursuing higher studies at Calcutta,
classroom attracted him the least. Because he
never thought to lead a lucrative career after the
completion of education, his preoccupation was
to acquaint himself  with the life and problems of
Oriya population at Calcutta. Since he believed
in unity and sharing of the problems through
cooperative living, he took steps to open night
schools to teach the Oriya coolies and cooks living
at Calcutta.

During his Calcutta days, he came in
contact with Bande Mataram group. This initiated
Swadeshi spirit in him. His new mission was to
reform the society and to develop education.
Through these activities he had the vision of social
service. When he was only twenty-eight, he lost
his wife. By that time he had lost all his three sons
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and he had two daughters whom he left with his
elder brother alongwith the share of his property
in the village. This proved that he had no love for
leading a family life and for that he refused to
remarry even at a marriageable age. He was not
an ordinary man and that is why he did not attach
much importance to worldly life. This spirit was
evident when he left his son on the death bed to
serve flood marooned people despite requests
by friends and associates.

Gopabandhu's political exposure begun
when he was at Cuttack. He attended Utkal Union
Conference, at Paralakhimedi in 1903. At 1903
conference his ideas were different from Madhu
Babu who wanted amalgamation of Oriya
speaking tracts under Bengal province as against
Gopabandhu's suggestion of amalgamation under
central province. This was because the former's
suggestion would have led to Bengali domination
over Oriyas.

After completion of educational career
Gopabandhu faced a puzzle as to whether lead
an independent life with social service or to involve
in educational upliftment of his people. He was
impressed with the profile of the Deccan Education
Society. After long consultation with his friends
and associates, he, being a well to do legal
practitioner at Cuttack and also the state pleader
of Mayurbhanja, devoted his energy for
educational experiment at Satyabadi on the model
of Deccan Education Soceity. He named the new
experiment as Universal Education League'. The
popular name was Satyabadi Bakul Bana
Vidyalaya and it was built on the 'Gurukula'
tradition. Simplicity and auserity were two major
inputs on the students. Great sons of the soil like
Nilakantha, Harihara, Krupasindhu and
Godavarish were associated in this noble venture.
The institution was neither local or sectarian. Its
basic ideal was to impart liberal education to the
society. This experiment also received opposition

from orthodox Brahmins. Several problems were
created. But it did not affect the spirit of
Gopabandhu and his associates. This institution
spreaded idealism, patriotism, nationalism and
intellectual pursuits among its clientels. The
students received good training in self-discipline,
democratic management and life based on
cooperation. The curricular and co-curricular
activities were planned to make its students good
citizens.

Odisha was separated from Bengal and
in 1912, Bihar and Odisha was made a separae
province. Under Morley - Minto Reforms Act,
1909 a Legislative council was constituted.
Madhusudan Das could prevail upon Gopabandhu
who had no love for political career to contest
for an additional membership representing local
self-governments. A reluctant Gopabandhu
ultimately elected as MLC in 1917.

According to a noted political analyst,
Gopabandhu as a Legislator had concentrated his
attention on four major problems -
(1) amalgamation of Oriya speaking tracts of
Bengal, Central Province, Madras and Bihar and
Odisha under one common administration,
(2) permanent measures for eradication of flood
and famine in Odisha (3) Restoration of Oriya's
right to manufacture salt free from excise duty,
and (4) Spread of education on Satyabadi model.
In this regard he devoted his time and energy
sincerely. He was critical of Government for its
inaction at the time of calamities. During one of
its great drought, Gopabandhu's statement moved
the then Lieutenant Governor, Sir Edward Gait
who paid a visit to marooned areas and saw that
people were forced to live on leaves of wild plants.
The report of Mr. Grunning, the then
Commissioner of Odisha was anti-people and
fabricated which was earlier said by Gopabandhu
and this was verified to be  a mischievous one by
the Lieutenant Governor.
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Because of Gopabandhu's demand, MA
in English and B.L. classes were opened at
Ravenshaw College and an Engineering School
at Cuttack and a Sanskrit College at Puri could
be possible also. He also demanded for filtered
drinking water supply at Puri to help the piligrims.
He led the cooperative movement in the state to
revive the moribund cottage industries. The
democratic spirit of Gopabandhu was revealed
when through his efforts the District Boards of
Odisha could get non-official chairpersons in
place of the District Magistrates being ex-officio
chairpersons. Through his strong pleading there
was relaxation in the rigidity of forest rules. It was
his legislative acumen which convinced the
government in converting middle vernacular
schools into Middle English Schools. As a non-
party legislator Gopabandhu impressed all hue
and cry, through his advocacy of the cause of the
downtrodden. Even one of the senior British
officer compared Gopabandhu with A J Balfour,
one time British Prime Minister.

Before Gandhi's emergence, the Indian
National Congress was an organisation of the
middle class intellectuals. Gandhi's programme of
non-cooperation metamorphosed the organisation
into a mass based organisation. Gopabandhu had
attended the Calcutta AICC and later the Nagpur
session. He persuaded Gandhi  to accept the
question of the formation of linguistic provinces
in the Congress programme of reorganisation. A
resolution in support of this mission was passed
at Nagpur. This very resolution being the major
objective of the Utkal Union Conference,
Gopabandhu advocated merger of the conference
with the Congress. It would make Oriya
movement a part of Indian National Movement.

At the Chakradharpur session of the
Conference, most progressive and favourable
resolutions were moved by Gopabandhu and
Krushna Chandra Acharya and supported by

Chandrasekhar Behera and Nilakantha Das. The
resolution expressed unity of purpose between
conference and Congress. Thus Oriya nationalism
was indistinguishable from that of Indian
nationalism. The Utkal Union Conference became
a part of the Indian National Congress and
Gopabandhu became a Congressman.

Including, his inclination towards Gandhi,
Gopabandhu was also quite impressed with
another personality - Lala Lajpat Rai. He met
Lalaji for the first time in the special session of the
Congress in September, 1920. During Lala's visit
to Puri, Gopabandhu could know in detail about
servants of thepeople society and the Hindu
Mahasabha. Gopabandhu was persuaded by
Lalaji to join servants of the people society. The
Samaj, the newspaper which was published under
his leadership maintained its independence but
acted as a mouth-piece of the society. The society
enhanced the relief profile and Odisha Relief Fund
was established. Later Gopabandhu became the
All India Vice-President of the society in April,
1928. During his visit to Lahore to attend
society's meeting he fell ill from which he could
never recover. He breathed his last in the evening
of seventeenth of June nineteen hundred and
twentyeight. It was on the Nabajauban Darshan
of Lord Jagannath on the eve of Car festival of
that year. Thus came the end of one of the most
celebrated life of Odisha. The father of modern
Utkal died at the age of fifty-one. Though, he is
dead, yet his memory remains in the hearts of
millions of people.

Dr. Surya Narayan Mishra is a Professor in the

Department of Political Science, Utkal University,

Bhubaneswar.
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Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab :
A Multi-Faceted Personality

Balabhadra Ghadai

Utkal Keshari Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab, was
a great freedom fighter, politician,

administrator, historian, writer, social reformer,
journalist—all harmoniously blended in one. His
entire life, beginning from the school career till his
last breath, is a saga of his courage of conviction,
inexorable tenacity of purpose, his unswerving self
confidence and dogged
determination. Being   profoundly
influenced by many eminent
persons like Vivekananda,
Mahatma Gandhi, Gopabandhu
and Madhusudan he began his
eventful career and he was not only
an inspired person himself, but a
source of inspiration for thousands
of others.

         It was during his study at
Revenshaw  College Cuttack that
Dr. Mahtab was associated with
‘Bharati Mandir’,  an organization formed at
Bakharabad, Cuttack in 1919 for disseminating
nationalist ideas. The Bharati  Mandir sent three
delegates namely Jadumani  Mangaraj,
Bhaghirathi  Mohapatra and Harekrushna
Mahtab to attend the Calcutta Session of the
Indian National Congress in 1919. In response
to Gandhiji’s clarion call for non-cooperation in

1921, he left his studies at Revenshaw College
and devoted to organizational work in Balasore.

During the visit of Gandhiji in December,
1927 Dr. Mahtab arranged for his stay at
Charbatia in Balasore district. He availed of the
opportunity to discuss   with   Gandhiji about the

once flourishing salt industry of
Odisha, which had provided
employment to thousands of families
and how the monopoly policy of the
British Government subsequently
reduced them to utter
impoverishment. In 1924 at its
Lahore Session, the Congress Party
resolved to launch Mass Civil
Disobedience Movement. Like
Dandi on the West Coast, Inchudi
on the Balasore was selected by the
Utkal   Pradesh Congress
Committee for breaking the Salt

laws. The Committee under the presidentship of
Dr. Mahtab decided to  launch the  Civil
Disobedience Movement. A batch of 21
volunteers was selected to proceed from Cuttack
on foot to Inchudi with  Gopabandhu Choudhary
as the leader. Mahtab and Gopabandhu
Choudhury  were arrested at Balasore and
convicted  for one and half a years imprisonment.



180 OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha ReviewISSN 0970-8669

From the Government  fortnight report for the
first half of May.1930, it is known that in Balasore
the Salt Campaign  continued.  Two processions
with 500 men in each were intercepted by the
police when conveying contraband salt to
Balasore town.In the second case. the aid of the
military police was sought before the cordon could
be broken through and the salt seized. However,
the manufacture of salt continued ceaselessly   in
the Balasore coast till the advent of the rainy
season in spite of the brutalities committed by the
police and the soldiers. Even the Government
admitted that the campaign has been pushed more
energetically in Balasore than it has been in
Bihar…. Next  to  Dandi,  Inchudi  was the most
important storm centre of Salt Satyagraha in India.

           At Karachi Session of the Indian National
Congress, Gopabandhu  Choudhary  and
Nilakantha Das  proposed to host the 46th Annual
Session of the National Congress at Puri. For the
next Congress Session at Puri, a reception
committee was formed with Nilakantha Das,
Gopabandhu Choudhury, Jagannath  Mishra  and
Harekrushna  Mahtab as Chairman, General
Secretary, Treasurer and Sena  Nayak (Chief of
Volunteer Corps) respectively.

Gandhiji attended the Second Round
Table Conference held in London in September,
1931. As his visit was futile, he had to come back
in despair. Dr. Mahtab and his wife Smt.
Subhadra Devi were arrested. As the Government
took the sternest measure to crush the movement
in arresting most of the leaders, unleashing
barbarous  repression, censuring the press,
outlawing the Congress Party and seizing the
Congress office and property. The Annual Session
could not be held at Puri.

In the year 1938 Dr. Mahtab was elected
President of Utkal Congress. He had an ample
opportunity to lead the Congress Working
Committee by his sincere efforts.The Congress
Working Committee passed a resolution asking
the British to quit India on 8th August 1942.
Gandhiji gave a call to the British in a  mammoth
meeting at Mumbai to quit India. He called upon
the people of India  irrespective of  caste and
community to do or die to make India free. Dr.
Mahtab was arrested in Mumbai along with
Pandit Nehuru, Sardar Patel, Maulana  Azad,
Govind  Ballabh Pant and other members  of the
Congress  Working  Committee  and  they were
imprisoned in  Ahmednagar  Fort. After being
released  Dr. Mahtab  conducted the Orissa
Assembly Election 1946  and led the Congress
to get absolute majority. He was unanimously
elected as leader of the Congress Legislature
Party and became the Premier of Odisha. Dr.
Mahtab’s first Premiership from1946 to1950 and
again from 1956 to 1961 were eventful for the
province. It was during his Chief  Ministership
that the decision to make the historic city of
Bhubaneswar as the Capital of Odisha was
finalized. Dr. Mahtab ignoring all other
considerations got the following resolution
unanimously passed in the Odisha Legislative
Assembly on 30th September 1946.‘That the
capital of the province be located at Bhubaneswar
and steps be taken to construct the building of
the capital as early as possible.’Accordingly, the
capital was shifted to Bhubaneswar on 10th

October, 1949 when the Legislative Assembly
started functioning in a temporary building.

Dr. Mahtab’s keen interest in the
industrialization of Odisha resulted in the
establishment of the Odisha Textile Mills and
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Kalinga Tubes at Choudwar. In this effort the
dynamism of Bijayananda Patnaik  (Biju Babu)
was immensely helpful. The Odisha Mining
Corporation, the Refractories at Rajgangpur and
Belpahar, the Ferro Manganese plant at  Rayagada
and Joda, the Kalinga Iron Works at Barbil, The
Aluminium Plant at Hirakud and the large scale
exploitation of the mineral resources of Odisha
were Dr. Mahtab’s significant contributions.

During Mahtab’s Chief  Ministership from
1946 to 1950 he pleaded with the Centre,
particularly with the last two Viceroys - Lord
Wavell and Lord Mountbatten for giving special
attention to Odisha in view of the fact that
economically Odisha had been neglected
throughout the British rule. Lord Wavell who
considered Dr. Mahtab  to be a  reasonable and
rather attractive person, has made the following
observation about Dr. Mahtab’s concern for
Odisha’s economic development in his journal on
8th April, 1946, ‘Later came the Premier of
Odisha , Mahatab, to plead in rather a simple
engaging manner, for benefits for his poor
province, a grant-in-aid of 5 crores for
development and education was the chief items,
for which he seemed almost to expect me to write
him out a cheque on the spot.

          He was the Secretary of the Congress
Parliamentary Party from 1952-1954. He was
the Governor of the erst while Bombay Province
from 1955 to 1956 and an elected member of
the Parliament from 1962 to1967 and also acted
during 1962- 63 as the Deputy Leader of the
Congress Parliamentary party. In 1967,
Dr. Mahtab resigned from the Congress and
formed   the regional party called ‘Jana Congress’
and in the same year he was elected to the Odisha
Legislative Assembly from both the Bhubaneswar

and Basudevpur Constituencies. In the Assembly
Election of 1972 and 1974 he was elected from
Bhubaneswar Constituency.

        In order to spread patriotism among the
Odias he published a weekly paper named
‘Swaraj Samachar’ from Balasore. Hereafter he
published an Odia daily ‘The Prajatantra’ in 1923
but this paper was stopped on account of his
imprisonment in 1930. In 1941 he published
another Odia weekly named “Rachana.” He
patronized culture, history, literature, journalism
and sports. He founded  'The Prajatantra  Prachar
Samiti' in 1947 which served as a socio-cultural
museum of the Odias. On the eve of independence
on the 9th August 1947, he revived his daily mouth
piece ‘The Prajatantra’ whose publication had
ceased long back .Then he published the Eastern
Times (the then English daily) and the Odia monthly
‘Jhankar.’ Every year ‘Vishubamilan’ is held on
the day of Vishuba  Sankranti. It became  a great
literary annual event in Odisha in which he used
to attend this function to exchange views with
writers and poets. Different branches of
Prajatantra such as Minabazar, a children’s
magazine, Nari Jagat meant for women and the
weekly literary editions of the Prajatantra and
Mahtab’s own serial writings under the title ‘Gaon
Majlis’ have created literary,intellectual and
political ferments in the public life of Odisha. He
won the  prestigious Central Sahitya  Akademi
award in 1983 for his  collections of essays,
‘Gaon Majlis’.

         Dr. Mahtab’s contribution to the literary
renaissance of the State was as significant as his
role in the political upheaval of Odisha. He was
an eminent poet, novelist, essayist, historian and
journalist. He was the first Odia  to have written
authentic Books on History of Orissa both in
English  and Odia. His other books in English are
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Gandhi, the political leader, The beginning of the
end, call to Action, towards serving the Nation.
Among the novels  Prativa, Toutar, Abyapara,
Nutana  Dharma, Trutiya  Parva and ‘1975’ are
important. In recognition of Mahtab’s  literary and
intellectual achievements, the Andhra, the Saugor
and the Utkal Universities conferred on him
doctorates, honoris causa.

          Mahtab was more than an individual. He
was an institution. Sardar Patel, greatly enchanted
by the Himalayan personality of Mahtab, wrote
on his fifty-first birth day, “While history will

always remember you as maker of Modern
Odisha, country will cherish you as one of its
brave and dutiful son.”Truly speaking, Dr. Mahtab
was the greatest personality with his splendid
qualities  of strong determination in the pre and
post- independence days of Odisha.

Balabhadra Ghadai, Ex-Principal, M. K. College,
Khiching, Mayurbhanj-757039.
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Nilakantha in Freedom's Quest :
His Association with Subhas and His

Forward Bloc

Dr. Shridhar Charan Sahoo

In the Gandhian era of India’s struggle for
freedom, one comes across an array of dedicated
and fearless champions of freedom who worked
under Ghandhiji’s leadership to achieve India’s
freedom. Among those it is only a few who have
left behind a different and
special touch as regards their
role and performance. In that
category comes Pandit
Nilakantha Das who joined the
non-violent and non-
cooperation movement under
Gandhiji’s leadership but was
not a Gandhian in the strict sense
of the term. A man of sturdy
independence, he had the
courage of his own convictions
to differ from the Gandhian
mainstream in his quest for
freedom prepared to adopt and
follow a different strategy and
line of action. What mattered
him most was the over-riding cause of India’s
freedom and what strategy or line of action would
be required at a certain point of time to facilitate
the achievement of India’s freedom. That basically
explains the close association of Nilakantha with
Netaji Subhas and his support to the Forward

Bloc which Netaji formed during the Second
World War with a new perspective and strategy
to activate and revolutionize the Indian National
Congress to launch upon the struggle for freedom.

The present article
entitled “Nilakantha in
Freedom’s Quest : His
Association With Subhas And
His Forward Bloc” exclusively
concentrates on Nilakantha’s
activities vis-a-vis Subhas and
his Forward Bloc during the
Second World War tracing of
course his early linkage
through the days of freedom
struggle which culminated in his
collaboration with Subhas and
Forward Bloc. The
distinguished role which he
played in non-cooperation,
Salt Satyagraha and Civil
Disobedience Movements, in

1920’s and 1930’s and for  which he had his own
share of trials and tribulations, has been kept out
of the purview of this article.

During the Second World War
Nilakantha joined the ‘fiery spirit Netaji Subhas
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Chandra Bose’ and became ‘his right-hand man
in the movement which Netaji inaugurated. Like
Netaji, he was also restless for the freedom of his
country and to the best of his ability he tried to
serve the people of Odisha and the cause of
freedom of the country.

Nilakantha’s association with Subhas as
per available data and records with us can be
traced to the connection of his father Janakinath
Bose with the first nationalist institution of Odisha
established by Gopabandhu Das called
‘Satyavadi Vidyalaya’ of which he became the
Headmaster in 1911. Janaki Nath, as it were, tried
his utmost for the uplift of that institution.

In this connection, it has been said :
“Subhas was not only born in Odisha but his father
Janakinath Bose, an eminent and reputed lawyer
of Cuttack was specially associated with the
Satyavadi School and its teachers. At that time,
Gopabandhu, Nilakantha and Harihar had earned
great reputation for the selfless social service
rendered by their philanthropic organization called
‘Kartabya Bodhini Samaj’ which served cholera
patients, helped flood affected people and burnt
dead bodies left uncared. It is natural that Subhas
who was also animated with similar spirit would
have been attracted by the Satyavadi Group of
patriots. The example of the Satyavadi Group of
nationalists and patriots, as has been further said,
shaped and moulded his mind to become a good
citizen. This love and regard for the Satyavadi
School of patriots which he developed as a matter
of heritage from his father continued undiminished
in the later life of Subhas when he emerged as a
youth icon and national figure in India’s struggle
for freedom. In this respect, his message to the
All Odisha Utkal Students Conference when he
was the Chief Executive Officer of Calcutta
Corporation is a brilliant testimony of his respect

and regard for Gopabandhu and Nilakantha.
“I have spent an important and significant part of
my life in Odisha and the first part of my education
career has been completed in Odisha. The national
movement today has created a spectacular
awakening in the youth. People like Gopabandhu
Das and Nilakantha Das - are today living
examples before the youth of Odisha and would
create a new generation who would like not to
be deputies but solid men and women of character
vibrant with patriotism and nationalism. I hope
the youth of Odisha would follow the footprints
of those great leaders.

The high esteem that Nilakantha was
accorded by Subhas for his patriotism and
nationalism was equally reciprocated by
Nilakantha. His sense of concern for Subhas was
evident when he was elected to the Central
Legislative Assembly for the second time in 1927.
It is to note that one of the several questions asked
by him on the floor of the Assembly “related to
the attendance of - S.C. Bose - at the Bengal
Council”.

After the death of Gopbandhu in 1928,
Subhas continued to keep up and maintain his
contact with Nilakantha who like an elder brother
was thirteen years older than him and towards
whom he had his due regard.

Their association now entered into
another sphere – the sphere of trade union
organization. ‘Nilakantha in association with
Subhas formed labour organizations at Tata and
Calcutta to alleviate the suffering of Odia labourers
outside Odisha. He managed also the tin plate
strike against the Tata Company protesting its anti-
labour policy.

Nilakantha as a member of Central
Legislative Assembly showed his utmost concern
for the interest of labour, peasants and that of the
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common man as a whole whose interest he
prioritized. In the words of Nilakantha. “In the
meanwhile, I moved a resolution in the Simla
Session in 1929 on the tin-plate strike at
Jamsedpur. During discussion of that proposal
Jawaharlal sat in the gallery along with many
others. I spoke on the tin plate strike mixing up
the opinion of Jawaharlal and Subhas together. It
is a matter of happiness that Government was
defeated for want of three votes.

Sri Tribikrama Mishra in his article entitled
‘Odisha O Nilakanthanka Prati Subhas
Chandranka Anurakti’ has stated that in 1934,
he had received a letter which Subhas sent from
Vienna addressed to Nilakantha at Gopabandhu
Bhojanalaya in Puri where he stayed. As directed
by him, I read out the contents of the letter. Subhas
in that letter is stated to have written “I am born
and brought up in the soil of Odisha and to that
soil, I am passionately devoted”.

The mutual regard they had for each other
was also evident in 1936 when Nilakantha Das,
a member of the Assembly moved an adjournment
motion to remove the restriction imposed by
British rulers to prevent the return of Subhas to
India from Europe. The motion was passed with
65-56 votes even though Jinnah and his supporters
remained neutral. Over and above, Nilakantha
asked a question “relating to the health of Subhas
Chandra Bose”.

Subhas Chandra Bose who during his
European sojourn (1933-1936) often criticized
the prevalence of power-politics in the Congress
was called from Europe and made the Congress
President in 1938.

As Congress President Subhas wanted
to do something for Odisha where he was born
and brought up during the formative period of his
life having been born and educated at Cuttack.

By way of his love for Odisha, Subhas nominated
Dr. H.K. Mahtab, a youth leader of the time as a
member of the Congress Working Committee.
Nobody  from Odisha until then had attained that
position. However, the followers of Nilakantha
Das were said to be ‘dissatisfied with Subhas
Bose’s action, and of course not without a basis.
What deserves mention in this regard is that in
the first ever election to Odisha Legislative
Assembly under Nilakantha’s able leadership
Congress won 36 out of 37 seats. Sardar Patel
enamoured of  this outstanding achievement of
Nilakantha, sent a message of congratulation
which said’ Bravo Odisha, go ahead, rest of India
will follow you ! That in spite of this outstanding
achievement, Nilakantha was not given his due in
the Congress hierarchy naturally dissatisfied his
followers. It is heard that Subhas Bose later on
repented before Nilakantha for his non-inclusion
in the Congress Working Committee.

Subhas who by all means was a firebrand
nationalist often advocated an uncompromising
and uninterrupted national struggle against British
Rule in India. As Congress President in 1938, he
now gave a call for struggle.

Subhas was a far-sighted leader. His
close observation and study of European politics
during his European sojourn (1933-1936) made
him foresee that in the near future a world war is
going to occur where Britain would be entangled
in a life and death struggle.

In view of this possibility, he now
recommended that Congress should prepare itself
for the coming struggle against British imperialism
when Britain would get entangled. In his view that
would be an opportune moment to strike for
India’s freedom when Britain would be in difficulty
and in a weak position to suppress our struggle
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for freedom. At that point or time the Congress
under Gandhiji’s leadership was not in favour of
a struggle.

In view of this divergence of outlook
Subhas wanted a second term as  Congress
President to carry out his strategy and plan of
action.

But Gandhiji, was not in favour of a
second term for Subhas. Ultimately, Dr. Pattabhi
Sitarammaya on Gandhiji’s behalf was fielded to
contest Subhas. Even in the Congress of those
days, there was no less sycophancy. Since
Gandhiji opposed Subhas’s candidature most of
the members of the Congress Working Committee
including Nehru and even Subhas’s young
colleagues like H.K. Mahatab resigned.

Even then Subhas got elected and
presided over the Tripuri Congress of 1939. But
Gandhi who could not take Subhas’s victory
gracefully said ‘Pattabhi Sitarammaya’s defeat is
my defeat’.  ‘It has been said that Nilakantha who
was then the Congress President in Odisha voted
for Subhas in the election for Congress President
supporting his stand and viewpoint.

Following his resignation as Congress
President, Subhas formed the Forward Bloc in
May 1939. ‘The immediate task of the Forward
Bloc was to fight the drift towards
constitutionalism reconvert the Congress into a
revolutionary organization, bring it back to the path
of national struggle and prepare the country for
the coming war in Europe’.

Nilakantha was deeply attached to
Subhas. He had great revolutionary ideas all
through his life. He was at one with the opinions
expressed by Subhas Bose.

Pandit Nilakantha came on a tour to
Odisha in August 1939 and sought to spread the

revolutionary goal and objective of Forward
Block. ‘Nilakantha as the President of the Odisha
Provincial Congress Committee welcomed
Subhas to Odisha and in a unique and long
procession both riding an elegantly dressed
elephant marched along the main roads of Cuttack
town to rouse public opinion in favour of Subhas
Bose and his Party’.

Nilakantha who was ‘at one with the
opinion expressed by Subhas’ moved all along
with him in different meetings at Cuttack, Puri,
Berhampur and Balasore where Subhas often
said : whether Congress realizes or not Second
World War is about to occur. Now the youth has
to be ready and in a fit condition to launch an
uncompromising struggle to achieve India’s
freedom. When war breaks out and Britain gets
involved in a life and death struggle, that would
be the right and opportune moment to strike for
our freedom.

During his tour to all those places
Nilakantha supported Subhas and his Forward
Bloc rationalizing its emergence, goal and strategy
and sought to win over the people.

One such example is noted below which
shows his extraordinary wit, sharp intelligence and
exceptional presence of mind.

In a large public meeting held in Puri in
front of the Singhadwar, one from the audience
put a question to Subhas. ‘For such a long time
you propagated in favour of the Congress. What
impels you to criticize the Congress now ?’

Pandit Nilakantha got up immediately and
said : “I will reply to this question”.

The intelligent reply which he gave in the
form of a story and which virtually silenced the
audience was a description of how the meditation
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of sage Agasti was disturbed. As described by
him. “sage Agasti sitting below a Neem tree and
eating little bits of Neem bark as his only food
was engrossed in deep and intense meditation.
The depth and intensity of his meditation shook
the throne of Indra threatening his place and
positon in heaven. He now sent Menaka to disturb
his mediation. What was further done was to smear
honey on the bark of the Neem tree pieces of
which were used as food by Agasti. After tasting
the sweet honey smeared on the bark of the Neem
tree as against its bitter taste, he forgot all about
his meditation bringing it to an end. Thereafter, he
started running after Menaka captivated by her
beauty.

Similar is the position of Congress today
which after office acceptance in 1937 has got
attached to the honey of power and shirking the
thorny path of struggle to achieve freedom.

Subhas raised his voice against this trend
in the Indian National Congress which turned from
the thorny path of struggle for Swaraj to the rosy
path of constitutionalism.

Nilakantha incurred the displeasure of the
Congress High Command who disapproved of
his support to Subhas who was in a way hounded
out of Congress. In fact, many things were told
against him before Sardar Ballabhbhai Patel by
the anti-Satyavadi group who wanted to defame
him.

Nilakantha, however stuck to his gun with
his own argument that he has neither committed
any crime nor has he indulged in any anti-party
activity by arranging a reception for a former
President of Congress which Subhas was.

Finally of course, Nilakantha did not
hesitate to break all his connections with the
Congress and completely ally himself with Subhas

and his Forward Bloc. He had always acted as
per his own conscience listening to his inner
conviction. As it were, he resigned from the
Congress and took charge of managing the
Forward Bloc activities in Odisha.

In 1939, on the eve of the Second World
War, Subhas invited Nilakantha to his 38/2 Elgin
Road House at Calcutta and almost ordained him
to form a ministry in Odisha in the presence of
Jadumani Mangaraj and Godavarish Mishra who
accompanied him. He said to them : “There is a
great possibility of Japan’s victory in this world
war. At that time, it is necessary that the reign of
administration in at least Bengal, Odisha, Bihar
and Assam should be under the control of our
own people. For that I have made all
arrangements to form a ministry in Assam - A
ministry will be formed in Bengal with Sarat Bose
- I am going to form also such a ministry in Bihar.
You go and also form ministry in Odisha.

In the meanwhile, Subhas fled from the
country in January in 1941 first to Germany and
then to South East Asia in his quest for freedom.
He organized an army of liberation called Azad
Hind Fouj or Indian National Army out of the
Indian prisoners of war in Japanese hands and
out of Indians in Burma, Malay and Singapore. It
was meant to free India from the British
stranglehold by force of arms with the help of
fascist powers like Germany, Italy and Japan
against whom Great Britain got entangled in a life
and death struggle in the Second World War which
commenced in September 1939. What Subhas
was doing was to take advantage of Britain’s
difficulty and actualize his idea of struggle through
the help of fascist powers who were enemies of
Britain in the Second World War.

Nilakantha who was practically ordained
by Subhas to have a Coalition Government  at
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any cost in Odisha now managed to set up a
Coalition Government in November 1941 with
Maharaja of Parlakhemundi as the Prime Minister
and Pandit Godabarish Mishra and Maulavi
Abdus Sobhan Khan as two other Ministers of
the Council of Ministers. What deserves mention
in this regard is that after the Second World War
broke out on 3rd September 1939, the Congress
Ministries resigned in October – November 1939
as per the decision of the Congress. Accordingly,
the Congress Ministry in Odisha resigned on 4th

November 1939 in protest against involvement
of India in the Second World War by the British
Government without consultation with its popular
representatives. The Governor assumed direct
responsibility for the administration of the province
from 6th November 1939 but the Assembly was
kept  under suspended animation. This was the
historical background prior to the formation of
the Coalition Ministry in November 1941 of which
Nilakantha was the author and architect.

Regarding the objective of this war time
– Coalition Government which worked from
November 1941 to June, 1944 it has been said :
“Nilakantha was instrumental to the installation
of a Coalition Ministry in Odisha as per
deliberations with Netaji. This was installed on
the pretext of helping the Britishers in their war
efforts but with the real intention of helping easy
ingress of the proposed Indian National Army of
Netaji to India in order to precipitate attainment
of independence.

Another said objective behind the
formation of the Coalition Government was to
prevent the division of India into Hindu India and
Pakistan. As has been said : In about 1939,
Subhas Bose came to Odisha and Panditji as the
President of the Utkal Congress made a tour with
him throughout the province during which he got

convinced that the then Congress Policy of giving
up councils and assemblies would end in division
of India into Hindu India and Pakistan - Pandit
was practically ordained so to say to have a
Coalition at any cost in Odisha in view of the future
of the country which would otherwise be
communally rifted asunder.

The secret plan that installation of
ministries in Eastern States e.g. Assam,  Bengal,
Bihar and Odisha would help Subhas’s army in
liberation when it “would enter India from the East
with the help of Japan to march ahead upto Delhi”
entailed great risk. As has been said : “the secret
plan which Nilakantha had made to establish
contact with Netaji on the war front in Burma
with the co-operation of the Coalition Ministry
would have undoubtedly made the ministers and
Nilakantha face the danger of being hanged had
it been divulged and made known to British
authorities.

Nilakantha did not openly associate
himself with the war-time Coalition Government
but he was influential in shaping its policies and
had to come forward and become the leader of
the National war front.

‘The National war front of which he
became the leader was to enroll patriots and
nationalists in the British Indian Army. The motive
behind this enrollment was to create a national
awakening in the British Indian Army and ignite
their nationalist favour. This induction of patriots
and nationalists helped to continue secret
revolutionary activity. He was of course branded
as a traitor by the opposition party’.

As leader of National War Front, he
spoke out with a loud voice, “Let the people of
India, unarmed as they were, train themselves so
that they may take the opportunity given to them
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by this war and seize their freedom. He went on :
“it may so happen that we will have to fight for
the freedom of our country alone”. His speeches
in a National War Front meeting at Cuttack where
he ordered the replacement of the banner, ‘God
save the king’ by ‘God save the Nation’ brought
him in conflict with the then Governor of Odisha.

The Nababharat Press of Pandit
Nilakantha became a veritable den of Forward
Bloc activists and supporters of Subhas. What
deserves mention is that under the leadership and
supervision of Nilakantha a strong working
committee of the Forward Bloc Branch in Odisha
was formed with Sri Dibakar Patnaik, a famous
revolutionary leader of Ganjam as its President.
In the Central Working Committee of the
Forward Bloc, Sri Asok Das, a famous youth
leader and son of Pandit Nilakantha Das found a
place of honour.

Nilakantha founded and edited a daily
newspaper called Nababharat. Sri Ashok Das
became its Manager and Sri Bibudhendra Mishra,
Sriharsha Mishra and Sri Balaram Mohanty
became its sub-editors. Pandit Nilakantha and his
son Asok Das, as has been said were great
supporters of Netaji Subhas.

The war-time Coalition Government of
which Nilakantha was the architect and author,
could not escape the searching eyes of Governor
Sri Hatham Luis. More particularly, they
suspected the motive and intention of the
Government after Subhas escaped from the
country and sought to overthrow British Rule by
force of arms through his army of liberation called
Azad Hind Fauj or Indian National Army. As a
matter of fact, the Governor did not consider
Odisha Police reliable in so far as conveying
information to Nilakantha and his Forward Bloc
was concerned. He sent secret reports to the

Central Government and entrusted the Central
Intelligence wing to keep an eye on the activities
of the Coalition Government and its staunch
supporters like Nilakantha.

The Police who had their pouncing eye
on them searched the premises of Nababharat
Press, Cuttack on 24.06.1942 and recovered
one copy of ‘Biplabi Subhas’ from the bed room
of Asok Das. Besides the above, they recovered
some Forward Bloc correspondence and
circulars. Of these seized documents, one entitled
‘Bidrohi’ dt.02.03.42 (an organ of Subhas
Guards) was a highly seditious and prejudicial
report as it urged for an armed revolution to
overthrow the British Government in India under
the leadership of Bidrohi Subhas Chandra and
enthrone him as the dictator of free India.

When the I.N.A trials took place at the
end of the war, all the papers of Odisha devoted
much space to the I.N.A. The Nababharat of
Pandit Nilakantha Das - now openly declared
allegiance to Subhas Chandra Bose. It has
devoted a series of editorials to the I.N.A. in
which there has been fulsome adulation of Subhas
Chandra Bose. The I.N.A. accused have been
acclaimed as the liberators of India and Indian
Youths have been exhorted to imbibe inspiration
from their deeds.

The Coalition Government for which
Nilakantha was severely criticized ‘went ahead
with schemes for the advancement of Odisha and
carried them through, inspite of war conditions’
‘The establishment of the Utkal University was
one of the greatest achievements of this ministry
for the spread of Higher Education in the State.

Inspite of his sacrifice and suffering for
the cause of India’s freedom Nilakantha was
castigated as a traitor for his collaboration with
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Subhas and his Forward Bloc and for formation
of a Coalition Government during the Second
World War. In a speech delivered in the Orissa
Legislative Assembly on 4th March 1942, he
defended Pandit Gadavarish and himself against
the charge of being a traitor during the War. As
he said : “In 1941, a Coalition Ministry was
formed in Odisha with which I was associated.
Not a single person in it was a traitor. Nobody
had sacrificed more for their country. The British
were still our rulers at that time. We were their
subjects, their slaves. Yet we accomplished more
within the limits of our servitude than others have
been able to do since the country has been freed.
We fought them inside as well as outside. It is for
history to decide to what extent our actions can
be described as thereof traitor’.

Conclusion

In every society or polity, those who
ventured to swim against the dominant socio-
political structure and thinking often faced an
ordeal of suffering, ridicule and criticism. Such
brave and fearless souls of humanity were
criticized, condemned and even deliberate
attempts were made to lower them in public
esteem. Netaji Subhas, among all people was also
condemned as a fascist, a quisling and a traitor.
Hence, it is no surprise that a leader and patriot
of the stature of Nilakantha who was cut out by
providential dispensation to associate with Netaji
and his Forward Bloc and form a Coalition
Government in Odisha on his advice was also
labelled as a traitor.

But history is no respecter of persons or
their views based on untruth and baselessness. It
is a discerning judge to judge people and their
work.

From whatever angle one judges
Nilakantha or his activities, it was never intended
to go against the interest of his people, interest of
his nation or the interest of the overriding cause
of India’s freedom. Nilakantha loved people with
every fibre of his being. He loved his country and
nation transcending his individual self and of course
the interest of his family. He suffered much for the
country and his life was almost a total dedication
in the cause of India’s freedom either when in the
thick of the battle during Non-co-operation and
Salt Satyagraha movement or even in the
Legislative domain as a National Legislator. His
association with Subhas and his Forward Bloc
and his war-time Coalition Ministry were all parts
of an over-all strategy to facilitate the achievement
of India’s freedom. In a way Netaji and his
Forward Bloc seem to have contributed towards
revolutionizing the mind of Gandhi to start the Quit
India Movement and launch upon the struggle for
freedom when Britain was involved in a life and
death struggle during the Second World War.
Nilakantha who went all the way to support
Subhas and his Forward Bloc of course deserves
credit for having been a part of that strategic
framework conceived and articulated by Subhas.
Even when one judges Nilakantha either from the
angle of the goal, objective and achievement of
the Coalition Ministry or from the angle of his
leadership of the National War Front he also
emerges as a patriot of the highest rank.

Dr. Shridhar Charan Sahoo, EB-29, Lane-V, Jharapada,
Bhubaneswar -6.
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Subhas Chandra Bose and Odisha

Dr. Kailash Chandra Dash

I

The life and works of Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose constitute a fascinating chapter in the history
of India's struggle for independence. There are
studies on many important aspects on this Indian
Pilgrim. But there is still an eagerness from the
side of the historians to delve deep into his life.
Studies on Subhas mainly concentrate on his
dynamic activities in the Gandhian phase of the
nationalist movement in India. There is still a dark
room for research on his connection with Odisha.
Odisha was the homeland of this fearless patriot
and so specific attention should he directed to a
study of his connection with Odishan problems.
In this paper I present a study on his link with
Odisha and his participation in the articulation of
Oriya problems in the nationalist phase.

II

Suhhas Chandra Bose was a son of
Janakinath Bose who had migrated to Odisha in
the 1880s and had settled down at Cuttack as a
lawyer. He was born on Saturday, the 23rd
January 1897. The house of Janakinath at
Cuttack was a large L.shaped two storey dwelling
in the centre of the town. It had several small
quarters for the servants attached to the main
building. About his home town Cuttack he
described in his autobiography :

"Though at that time a comparatively
small town with a population of 20000, Cuttack
had an importance of its own owing to a variety
of factors. It had an unbroken tradition since the
days of the early Hindu kings of Kalinga. It was
de facto capital of Odisha which could boast of
such a famous place of pilgrimage as Puri and
glorious art relics as those of Konarka,
Bhubaneswar and Khandagiri Udayagiri. It was
the headquarters not only for the British
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administration in Odisha, but also for the
numerous ruling chiefs in that province. Although
Cuttack afforded a healthy environment for the
growing child, it had some of the virtues of both
city and country life." (Bose 1997 : 3-4)

Subhas had great love for the river
Mahanadi on whose bridge in the winter season
he could prepare his anti-English speech.
(Chaudhuri 1996 : 102 )

He started his student career from a
Missionary School which was meant primarily for
European and Anglo-Indian boys and girls. In
January 1909 Subhas joined the Ravenshaw
Collegiate School, Cuttack. About his school life
he reported :

"Among the teachers and students there
were both Bengalees and Oriyas and the relation
between them was quite cordial. One did not hear
in those days - at least we students did not hear
of any ill-feeling or misunderstanding between the
people of the two sister provinces. So far as the
members of our family are concerned we could
never think or feel in terms of narrow parochialism
or provincialism. For that we have to thank our
parents. My father had extensive contact with the
people of Odisha and intimate personal relation
with many distinguished Oriya families. His outlook
was consequently broad and his sympathies wide
and they unconsciously influenced the rest of his
life. I cannot remember even to have heard from
his lips one single disparaging remark about the
people of Odisha." (Ibid; 31-32)

Of the teachers there was one who left a
permanent impression on his youthful mind in
Odisha. He was the headmaster Beni Madhab
Das. He felt an irresistible moral appeal in his
personality. Up till then he had never experienced
what it was to respect a man. For Suhhas to see
Beni Madhab was to adore him. The great
memory persisted and in his advanced years he

felt that Beni Madhab was not an ordinary man.
He remarked : "I secretly said to myself that if I
wanted an ideal for my life it should be to emulate
him." (Ibid; 32 )

Subhas had sympathy for the education
of the Oriya boys in Cuttack as a candidate of
Matriculation Examination in 1913. He visited the
Upper Primary School at Khannagar (Cuttack)
with Jyotischandra Saha and Nilamani Sengupta
and distributed sweets to the students after giving
them good advice. They also brought a table for
the school with them. The Head Pandit of the
School, Giridhari Naik appreciated this attitude
of Subhas and his friends. (Utkala Dipika,
29.3.1913)

The first political impetus Subhas received
was in 1912 from a student of his age. He came
to Cuttack and Puri on a tour and was introduced
to him by the Headmaster Beni Madhab Das.
Before he came he was connected with a group
in Calcutta which had as its ideal-spiritual uplift
and national service along constructive lines. His
visit to Cuttack came off at a time when the mind
of Subhas was beginning to turn towards social
and national problems. It was a psychologically
opportune moment when at Cuttack Subhas
became passionately interested about his duty to
the country. (Bose 1997 : 31 -32)

III

Subhas Bose became attracted to Odisha
problems in the twenties of the 20th century. This
phase in Odisha was marked by a great
awakening for the assertion of Oriya identity. A
significant part of that articulation was a
widespread organization in Calcutta which was
called Prabasi Odiya Sabha. The enthusiastic
Oriyas wanted to unite all the Oriya workers and
labourers in Calcutta for presenting the Oriya
identity. Subhas had a very important role in the
organization of the Oriya labourers in Calcutta
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(Prabasi Odiya Sramajibi Sangathan). (Utkala
Dipika, August and September 1924). On 15th
August 1924 there was a meeting of the working
committee of Oriya labourers' Association
(Calcutta) in the Calcutta house of Subhas.
Gopabandhu Dash was the president of the
meeting. Subhas was very careful about the
problems of Oriya labourers of Calcutta. (Ibid :
20.9.1924) In September 1924 there was another
meeting at Harish Park which was presided over
by Gopabandhu Dash and Subhas attended the
meeting. Subhas spoke in Oriya amidst loud
cheers and clappings. He expressed his
appreciation of the activities of Pandit
Gopabandhu Dash who as he said should be
called the uncrowned king of Odisha (Gordon
1997 : 114) The Oriya labour Union in his opinion
was a necessity as it would prove beneficial to
the labourers and to their masters. He assured
the audience of his full sympathy and support to
the institutions which he said was a movement of
mainly social character. If the movement
proceeded steadily, he would try to secure help
for it from the Calcutta Corporation to establish
night schools and to provide medical aid.

His love and regard for Oriyas in his phase
can be known from his letter to the All Odisha
Students' Conference of 1924. (Asha. 18.8.1924)
In that letter he expressed his  gratitude to the
organisers for the invitation. He stated that the
best part of his life was spent in Odisha as he got
his education in Odisha. Although he was in
Calcutta, he still remembered Odisha. While he
was a student in Odisha, he felt the need of moral
education training for the Oriya boys. But then in
1924, according to Subhas, a new generation of
dedicated and ideal patriots like Pandit
Gopabandhu Dash, Nilakantha Das,
Gopabandhu Chaudhuri and others would inspire
the young group. The Oriya young men would
like to be right men instead of deputies and
Pandits.

This interesting connection of Subhas
with the Oriyas has been accepted by the leading
Oriyas, although Subhas did nothing to prevent
the Union of Medinapur ( an Oriya area) with
Bengal. In the 1930s the Oriya paper Asha bitterly
criticised Subhas for his neglect of Oriya cause.
Despite that in 1938 Subhas as Congress
President sent his greetings to Utkal Political
Conference which can be quoted here :

"I am sorry I cannot attend the coming session of
the Utkal Conference. Being a son of Utkal my
heart is always there. I hope, however that inspite
of my unwilling absence the conference will be a
great success. Great responsibility has now
devolved on Utkal and specially on the
Congressmen of Utkal. Utkal has now a
Congress ministry and it is necessary that the
Congress organisation in Utkal should be in a state
of first class efficiency. For this purpose it is
necessary to have unity among the ranks of Utkal
Congressmen. I hope the conference will help to
restore this much desired unity and give a strong
impetus to Congress work and organisation. I am
looking forward to the day when I will be able to
visit Odisha." (Nabeen, May 24 and 31, 1938)

Before that Subhas as President of All
India Congress Committee while going with
Mahatma Gandhi in the Calcutta Bombay Mail
for organisational activities on 2nd February 1938
met Bhanusankar Mohanlal Joshi, Secretary of
Sambalpur District Congress Committee at
Jharsuguda (Railway Junction). (Asha, 7-2-1938)
There was discussion about Congress activities
in Odisha and many people of Sambalpur met
Subhas on that occasion.

IV

The formation of the Forward Bloc by
Subhas was not appreciated by many leaders in
Odisha. Within a week of his resignation as
Congress President Subhas announced in Calcutta
on May 3, 1939 the formation of a new grouping
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within the Congress which was called the Forward
Bloc. Subhas said that the object was to rally all
radical and anti-imperialist progressive elements
in the country on the basis of a minimum
programme representing the greatest common
measure of agreement among radicals of all
shades of opinion. When he moved to make the
Forward Bloc, Bose hoped that all radicals
presumably meaning Socialists, Communists.
Kisan Sabhaists and others would join in this
Bloc. Some of the left elements were agreeable
to joint activities and actions. But Bose was not
able to gain members for the Forward Bloc except
from among his close associates and those who
believed that he stood for the right path of action.
(Gordan 1997:391).

In Odisha this step of Subhas was not
appreciated by many leaders. Commenting on his
activities, the editor of Utkala Sahitya reported :

"The clear objectives and the
programmes of this Bloc of Subhas have so long
not been presented before the people of India.
He also does not like to answer the questions on
the objectives and programmes. But everywhere
he criticises the Gandhian leadership. In his
speeches one can only find out high sounding
phrases. He is responsible for indiscipline and
discontent in Congress Circle. (Utkal Sahitya,
1346/1939, Asadha. p.118-120)

H. K. Mahatab and Biswanath Das
asked Subhas to give up his rebelling against the
Congress for they believed it was disruptive to
the nationalist movement. (Gordon 1997:392)

The dissident voice did not slow down
Subhas. He visited Odisha on 5th August 1939
and addressed a meeting of the students at
Ravenshaw College at 3 p.m. and in the evening
presided over the youths' conference held within
the Cuttack Municipal Compound. (Special
Section Report, Government of Odisha 1939,

Acc-1082 of Odisha State Archives.
Bhubaneswar).

In the 6th morning he received an address
of the Cuttack Municipality and another address
was presented to him by the "All Utkal Students'
Federation". He received a third address of
welcome which was presented to him by the
students of the Ravenshaw Collegiate School at
2 p.m. Later in the afternoon he attended a small
meeting organised in his honour by Nabayuga
Sahitya Sansad.

At the meetings and conferences Subhas
tried to expound the principles of the Forward
Bloc, lie justified the existence of members holding
different or opposite views within the body of the
Congress. He said that there was nothing unusual
if he held a view unacceptable to a few other
members. He pointed out the growing weakness
of the British imperialism and the simultaneous
awakening of political consciousness in India. He
stressed upon the success of a Satyagraha war
as the country was ready for such a war. He said
that if the present leaders believed that it was not
so prepared they should give away for others who
could lead the country to war.

He explained that though India's
immediate problem was to secure independence
the problem of improving the country and to
maintain her independence when obtained was
no less important. The history of Abyssinia,
Czechoslovakia, Spain, Egypt and China showed
that weak nations could not retain their
independence. Indians might obtain their
independence through non-violence, but they
would not protect it except through power and
force. The country must have a trained body of
men able to fight for it. Congress must make a
more strenuous effort to strengthen its ranks. He
appealed the students to join the Congress. He
defined the programme of the Forward Bloc
which he said was three-fold:
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(i) Consolidation of the left wing of the
Congress and propaganda of the principles
of the Forward Bloc and the recruitment
of a Satyagraha army.

(ii) Forcing the Congress to accept the
principles of the Forward Bloc.

(iii) To start a Satyagraha war for Purna
Swaraj.

Pandit Nilakantha Das and his son
Ashoka were great supporters of the Forward
Bloc. Satis Chandra Guha, an ex-externee of
Bengal, who was in Puri in 1939 was very  active
in his attempts to organise local followers for the
Forward Bloc of the Congress started by Subhas.
(Government of Odisha. Special Section Report,
1939, Acc-1085). Ashoka Das, a son of
Nilakantha Das was in possession of a book
named Biplabi Subhas. In 1942 there was a search
of the premises of Nababharat Press by the police.
It found some Forward Bloc correspondences,
circulars and blank printed oath letter of the
Forward Bloc from the bedroom inside Ashoka
Das's trunk. It also seized a document named
Bidrohi dated 2.3.1942 which was a highly
seditious and prejudical report as it urged for an
armed revolution for over-throwing the British
Government in India under the leadership of
Bidrohi Subhas Chandra and for enthroning him
as the dictater of Free India. (Board of Revenue
Confidential Files, No. 42 of 1942. Acc. 482 of
Odisha State Archives. Bhubaneswar)

V

The Indian National Army (Azad Hind
Fauz) of Netaji Subhas consisted of many Oriya
soldiers. The Oriya soldiers had displayed there
uncommon heroism as an integral part of the Indian
National Army of Subhas. The list of the Oriya
soldiers of the Indian National Army is available
in the Records of the Home Department. They
were classified under three categories such as

'Black', "Grey' and 'White" (Jena 1997:17-18).
Most of the soldiers were from Ganjam and Puri
districts. Only two of them were from the district
of Cuttack and one was from Balasore. 1100
civilians of Southern and Eastern India were
detained in Burma which included many Oriyas.
About fifty-five Oriyas of the Azad Hind Fauz
were kept in the central jail of Rengoon. Important
Oriya soliders and workers in the Azad  Hind
Fauz were Braja Mohan Pattanaik, Krishna
Chandra Tripathy, Kumari Lakshmi (of Rani
Jhansi Wing), Nakula (of Bala Sena), Narasimha
Das of Lochapada (Ganjam), Utsaba Pradhan
(of Pakidi), Mohan Pradhan, Somanath Panigrahi,
Bira Patra of Gobindapur, Rajan Sarangi of
Mahulia. Ganesh Rath of Pitala, Ananta
Choudhury of Kukudakhandi. (Nabeen, April 16
and June 18, 1946) The Oriyas in Burma took
an important role in the movement of the Azad
Hind Fauz for the inspiring address of the  Major
General Lakshmi of Jhansi Rani Wing in Rangoon
on the occasion of Kasturba Memorial Day.
(Nabeen, April 16, 1946) Braja Mohan Pattanaik
was a very efficient Oriya officer in the Army who
organised the Oriyas then in Burma in support of
Subhas. A disciple of Krishna Chandra Tripathy
named Lakshmi (of ten years) joined the Jhansi
Rani Wing and was imprisoned in Malay for her
activities in Burma. (Ibid)

Thus Subhas Bose had connection with
Odisha for many years. He had got massive
support from Odisha for the formation of the
Forward Bloc and Oriyas had taken a very active
part in the Indian National Army in Burma to
support the leadership of Subhas. His love and
admiration for Oriyas and Odisha would always
remain a lasting chapter in the history of Banga-
Utkala cultural harmony.

Kailash Ch. Dash  is a Lecturer in the P.G. Department of
History Dhenkanal College, Dhenkanal, Odisha, India.
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It was January 1930. Efforts
were being made to get the

resolution on complete
independence adopted by the
Lahore Session of the Indian
National Congress to be taken
on a pledge by the people of
India on as large a scale as
possible. Public meetings were to
be held in as many places as
possible attended by large
numbers of people. The
resolution was to be read out to
them phrase by phrase and the

Ramadevi Choudhuri (1899-1985) was born at Satyabhamapur near Cutack. Her parents, Basanta Kumari Devi
and Gopal Ballav Das, belonged to a rich and sophisticated family. Madhusudan Das was his father's elder
brother. Rama, who did not get formal education, studied privately; she learnt simple arithmetic, a little
English and some Sanskrit. However, she acquired proficiency in Odia and Bengali. At the age of 15, she
married Gopabandhu Choudhuri, son of Gokulananda Choudhuri, who then served as Deputy Collector. He
resigned from Government service in 1921 and joined the freedom movement. Her brother-in-law, Nabakrushna
Choudhuri left college and joined the movement.

Ramadevi attended a meeting of women at Cuttack, which Gandhiji addressed. She went up to the
dias and presented to Gandhiji a bundle of hand-spun thread which she had learnt to spin from her uncle,
Madhusudan Das. She joined the national movement and actively participated in the Salt Satyagraha in 1930.
She went from Inchudi to Kujang and persuaded the Queen of Kujang to join the Satyagraha. This inspired
the illiterate village folk, especially women, and electrified the movement. Thereafter, she devoted herself to
the cause of  Harijan movement and Bhoodan work.

Here is an excerpt from her autobiography, which has been translated by her illustrious son, Manmohan
Choudhuri.

The Salt Satyagraha

Ramadevi Choudhuri
Translated by Manmohan Choudhuri

audience was to repeat the
same in unison. January 26 had
been fixed for the function. A
ceremonial hoisting of the
national flag was to be carried
out in the morning and the public
meeting was to be held at five
in the evening. That was the
programme for the day as fixed
for the town of Cuttack. The
authorities had in the meantime
banned all meetings and
demonstrations at public places
by promulgating an order under
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section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code.
Gandhiji had issued strict instructions that there
was to be no civil disobedience till he gave the
order. So the flag hoisting ceremony was held at
a private place. It had been announced that the
public meeting would be held at the Town Hall
and permission for the same had been requested.
But this permission was not granted. So it was
decided to hold the meeting in the compound of
our house. The news that the Government has
not allowed the public meeting in the Town Hall
had spread like wild  fire throughout the town
and it infused more interest and enthusiasm in the
people. The attendance at the meeting was
beyond expectation. Since there was not enough
place in our compound, people got on the roof,
sat on the compound wall and on the high bank
of the river that is near our house. There were no
loudspeakers in those days, yet the vast gathering
took the pledge in an orderly manner. The
acceptance of the resolution as a pledge by large
masses of the people electrified the atmosphere.
After this we went away to Alakashram so as to
be there when the movement began.

At that time the only newspaper
published from Cuttack was the weekly Samaj.
Hence, we could not get prompt information about
day-to-day developments at Cuttack and
elsewhere. Our principal task was to enroll as
many persons as possible from the surrounding
villages as members of the Congress. Pandit Prana
Krushna Padhiary, now no more, was our chief
helper in this work. The members had to pay an
annual fee of four annas. Frequent circulars came
from the All India Congress Committee containing
information about the latest developments and
instructions for the volunteers. This helped to
stoke the enthusiasm of the people. Inchuri
Chatan, a place on the sea coast in the district of

Balasore, some one hundred and twenty five miles
from Cuttack was selected as the venue for the
breaking of the Salt Act in Odisha. The
Satyagrahis were to march all the way from
Cuttack to that place. The stages on the route
had been chosen and appropriate programmes
of public meetings and demonstrations had been
drawn up for each such halting place. Public
meetings and demonstrations were taking place
almost every day at Cuttack.

April 6, the day fixed for the start of the
march by the first batch of Satyagrahis, drew near.
My husband, our children and I came down to
Cuttack on the 4th. The excitement and thrill were
mounting day by day. The first batch started out
from Cuttack in the early morning of the appointed
day. They carried their spare clothing, reed mats
for bed and other things themselves, tied in rolls
and slung from their shoulders.

There were twenty Satyagrahis in this first
batch and my husband, Gopabandhu Choudhuri
led them. Acharya Harihar Das was his second-
in-command. Gourangacharan Das, Raghunath
Das, Sudarshan Praharaj and Vinod Choudhuri
from Cuttack, Bishwanath Hota and Golok De
from Balasore, Raghunath Mishra from Puri and
Dayananda Satpathy from Sambalpur were in this
batch. Gopababu was arrested on the way
because he had broken the ban in Cuttack on
meetings by addressing one. The rest of the
Satyagrahis continued their March, but after a few
days they took a train to Balasore so as to be
able to offer civil disobedience on April 13, which
they did.

What should I do now ? Was the question
that was uppermost in my mind after the
Satyagrahis had left. What could I do ? I made
the speech by Gandhiji that I had heard at Binod
Bihari, Cuttack, in 1921 my pole star. I made up
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my mind to go out and join the movement with
the faith that forms of action would emerge by
themselves if I followed the advice that had been
given in that speech. Civil disobedience by
breaking the Salt Act was offered at lnchuri
Chatan under the leadership of Acharya Harihar
Das. The police indulged in repressive acts like
arrests, lathi charges, seizure of the illegally
manufactured salt, breaking of the utensils used
to manufacture it and so on. A group of women
including Kiranbala Sen, Malati Devi and myself
went to Inchuri Chatan from Cuttack to see the
action. We reached Balasore in the evening,
stayed at the Satyagraha Camp located in an old
building that had housed an office of the East India
Company, locally known as the Permit Kothi, and
went to lnchuri the next morning in a motor car.
The car could not go upto the place of Satyagraha
and so we had to walk some distance. It was
summer and around eleven o'Clock in the
morning. Some of us were thirsty and wanted
water to drink. In those days their were practically
no wells in most parts of the Balasore district and
tube-wells were unknown. People used the water
from ponds and tanks for drinking also. So we
went to a tank to have a drink. The water near
the bank was muddy, so we thought that we would
get clear water if we went a little inside the tank
and waded in. But our footsteps disturbed the
sludge at the bottom and the water became as
muddy as it was nearer the bank. Ultimately we
had to drink the muddy water. I realized for the
first time that day the kind of water scarcity that
vast numbers of the people in our country had to
put up with.

At mid-day we took rest at the Inchuri
Satyagraha camp and went to the Shrijang village
that was nearby in the afternoon. We went from
door to door in that village and told  the women
that a number of us were going to break the salt

law that day and appealed to them to join us. The
women of the village responded. About fifteen
hundred women came out and went with as to
collect salt impregnated mud from the sea shore
from which salt was to be extracted by a simple
indigenous process. All of us gathered some of
the mud but the police were nowhere to be seen.
We were told that the police have been instructed
not to interfere with whatever the women did. This
indifference of the police irked us. We gave a talk
to the women of Shrijang about the larger aspects
of the movement  and returned to Balasore in the
evening. I went to stay at Alakashram again after
my return to Cuttack. At that time Bhagubabu
(the late Bhagirathi Mohapatra) was staying in his
village Chatra. I was obsessed with the idea of
breaking the salt law. I came to know that
discussions had been going on about the choice
of a suitable area for breaking the salt law in the
Cuttack district and also that Kujang has been
selected for the purpose. So after consultation
with Bhagubabu and Narayan Birabara Samanta
I proceeded to Kujang. I took Prafulla Kumari,
wife of Bishwanath Hota, with me. Malati Devi
had already reached there with Dr. Brajanath
Mishra. Some members of the Vanar Sena (the
Monkey Army, a reference to the army of
monkeys that is said to have helped Rama in his
fight against the demon king Ravana. In the present
context, used in reference to the teenagers who
had joined the movement) were already there.
Satyagraha was being offered during daylight
hours. In the evening we would  sit down to make
plans for the next day. One day it was decided
that we, the organizers, should also offer
Satyagraha after having announced the time and
places in advance. Malati Devi, Brajababu and
Samanta all chose sites for themselves. It was
decided that I should offer Satyagraha at a place
called Kaliapata.
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I was told by Samanta that the Rani of
Paradip was favourable to the movement. We
were staying at a Math (monastery) near the
village Chatua. It was known as Beri Math. I went
to meet the Rani accompanied by an adult
Satyagrahi and a Vanar Sainik. The Rani
welcomed us with open arms. She was the
maternal grandmother of Ratnamali Jena, the wife
of Samanta. The Rani agreed readily to join the
Satyagraha at Kaliapat. She also suggested that
meetings of the women in the villages be also held
and those who agreed to do so could go to
Kaliapat with us.

In the meantime, Shri Madhavananda
Mishra, the magistrate entrusted with the task of
preventing Satyagraha in the Kujang area, came
to know that I had come to Paradip and ordered
the ferrymen  not to take us in their boats. The
area is crisscrossed by rivers and creeks and it is
almost impossible to move about without using
boats. The news of the magistrate's order spread
like wild fire. We had planned to take a boat from
Paradip, start in the night and reach Kaliapat early
in the morning. The Rani would not have been
able to walk all the way to that place. She had
men in her service who could row a boat. It was
only necessary to procure one. Her men were
able to get a small boat by nightfall. At about
eleven in the night some men went to see and
found that the magistrate and his entourage were
all fast asleep. We started on our journey. We
carried only one kerosene lantern with us that was
turned down very low so that no light would be
visible from the banks. As far as I remember, it
was the eighth day after the new moon. The moon
rose shortly after we had started. The boat glided
silently onward in the moonlight.

Next Morning, the people of Kaliapat
were amazed to see the Rani in the person in their

village. The Rani appealed to the women to come
with us with baskets to break the salt law by
collecting the salty soil. She explained in brief the
why and how of the Movement to the assembled
men and women. Of course, the people had
already formed an idea about it because they had
been witnessing the daily Satyagraha and the
police repression. They had been that one who
took up just a handful of the salty soil was sure to
get a good beating from the police. At the Rani's
appeal the women came out with baskets. There
were only women, no men. Kaliapat is a very
large village and so the congregation consisting
of one or two women from each household was
a big one. Some children also tagged along. We
went to Gandakipur under the leadership of the
Rani. A posse of policemen was present there.
All of us including the children collected the soil.
The police just stood there passively like
spectators. The people did not like this passivity
of the police. They wanted the police to interfere
action. The Salt Satyagraha had to stop when the
rainy season set in.

In the mean time, some disturbances had
taken place in the village Shrijang and the
Government had imposed a punitive tax on it. One
night a police van loaded with policemen and
accompanied by a magistrate had reached the
village. The people had panicked and sent away
the women and children from the village. The
police began collecting the punitive tax forcibly
and also indulged in other excesses. When the
news of this incident reached Cuttack an effort
was made to induce some prominent citizens to
go there and gather a first hand account to be
published in the papers. Lakshminarayan Sahu,
now demised, went there as soon as he was told
about it and gave a detailed account of the incident
on coming back. No one else went. Malati Devi,
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Surendranath Pattnaik and I went to Balasore,
consulted Mukunda Prasad Das and proceeded
to Khantapara by a morning train. We started
walking towards the village Shrijang from the
railway station. The village was eight miles from
the station. It was the rainy season, the fields were
under water. There was no regular road to the
village. So we had to walk on the narrow earthen
ridges that formed the boundary between plots
of land. At some places the ridges were also under
water and howsoever carefully might we walk,
we slipped very often and we fell into the water.
Surendra was carrying some snacks fell in the
water and began to float away. Since we had no
prospect of having anything else to eat that day,
we wadded into the waist deep water and picked
up the stuff. We came to a tank on the way and
sat down on its embankment to eat the meagre
food. We were all soaked to the skin. Malati Devi
remarked while having the snacks that this so
woefully little, some puffed rice would be nice as
a supplement to it. But where were we to get
that ? While looking around we spotted a
gentleman little way off coming towards us. We
became a little bit hopeful. He came and stood
before us and asked, "What are you doing here
in these wet clothes ? Where are you coming
from ? Where are you going ?" As he saw that
we were being unable to recognize him he said,
"Are you not being able to recognize me ? I am
Shridhar Panigrahi, brother of Karunakar." When
Malati Devi told him that we would be happy to
have some puffed rice, he invited us to his house
in a tone as if we had honoured him by making
the request. There he served us puffed rice. Malati
Devi asked for some salt and tamarind to go with
it. Shridhar Babu served as this simple fare with
great affection and regard. He gave us directions
for Shrijang and also provided a guide who
accompanied us part of the way.

We were surprised to see the situation in
Shrijang when we arrived there. There was not a
single male person to be seen in the village. There
was no question of our staying there for the night
because we were all in wet clothes. So we divided
into parties  and went from house to house to
have a look at their insides. Malati Devi found
five or six woman huddled in a house and ran out
and took me there to show me as if it was a strange
sight. I had never been so deeply disturbed in my
life as I became that day on seeing the ravaged
village, the condition of the houses and the women
stricken dumb by terror. I cannot even now bring
myself to describe the scene.

The three of us came to the Bahanaga
Bazar railway station after collecting all the
information we needed to write a report. It was
late in the evening when we reached Bahanaga
Bazar. We had been on our feet all the time since
we got down from the train at Khantapara at seven
in the morning and reached Bahanaga  Bazar at
eight in the evening. The only time that we had sat
down for some time was at the house of Shridhar
Panigrahi where we had eaten puffed rice. That
was also the only meal we had in the whole day.
The train we were to take to Cuttack was due to
arrive quite some time later. We were all dead
tired. We were thinking of where to get something
to eat when a Congress worker appeared on the
scene. He knew the station master very well. He
took me to the latter's quarter and after introducing
me to him he told him everything about us. The
station master said that he would have been glad
to have us as his guests and serve us food, but he
dared not do so because of the police. Though
he said this outwardly his mind did not seem to
have been reconciled to this. He placed some raw
rice and vegetables before me and said, "I am
going away for the while. Please cook and eat
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this by the time the train comes." I boiled the rice
and made a thin soup with the sour fruit known
as Chalta or elephant apple. We  came to Cuttack
by the night train. Salt Satyagraha had to be
discontinued because of the onset of the rainy
season, so we were assigned different tasks. I
was sent to Jajpur to organize public meetings,
collect funds and enroll volunteers. I was to
proceed to the town of Jajpur and then go into
the rural areas from there. I reached the Jajpur
Road railway station by train accompanied by a
male worker. We got into the bus that was to go
to the town. The bus started and then suddenly
came to a halt after a short while. There was a
commotion among the passengers. Almost
immediately a sub-inspector of police
accompanied by a constable came to us and told
me very politely that I would not be allowed to
go to Jajpur by this bus. That was the order issued
by the Sub-Divisional Officer of Jajpur. I saw that
this aroused sympathy for us in the passengers. A
few of them started arguing loudly. But I got down
from the bus with my companion. Some of the
people there suggested us to go by a bullock  cart.
But I decided to walk the eighteen miles. It was
rather late in the night when we reached Jajpur.

I had been instructed at Cuttack to meet
Birupaksha Kar, a lawyer at Jajpur. He was to
make arrangements for my stay there. I met
Birupaksha Babu accordingly and he arranged
for me to stay with Jagmohan Tiwari, another
lawyer. A tour programme was drawn up in
consultation  with the local Congress workers and
we visited a number of places according to it. I
went to the villages around the town and held
small meetings of both men and women folk.

At that time the people were intrigued by
the sight of a woman going about in the open
addressing meetings and collecting funds. It was

possible to organize meetings of women in the
villages with very little effort. The women almost
buried us under their questions. What did the
Congress want them to do ? What would be the
good of doing those things ? How did you come
out of your home ? How do you maintain yourself
while spending your time going about like this ?
what would be the final outcome of the Congress
movement ? In what ways would the poor and
illiterate people be benefited by it ? what good
would it do to the women ? How would this
country be run when this Government went away
? Would it mean that there would be no police
and no courts ? How would then it be possible to
keep the wicked under control ? The attendance
at the meetings used to be small, but it took quite
sometime to answer all the questions in detail. I
was glad that I had the opportunity to answer all
these questions. On occasions when there would
be men Congress workers belonging to the same
village in the meeting they would try to clamp
down on the questioning. "How much
understanding do you have that you are asking
so many questions ?" They would say impatiently,
"Just try to remember what she has already told
you and  to act accordingly. She is a busy person
and has many things to do. Why are you wasting
her time ?" I would take the side of the women
and rebut, "If they are not to questions and try to
find out what they want to know, then why was
the meeting organized at all ? I shall answer their
questions, however much time it may take."

Sometimes I was just crushed by the
welcome the women gave me. At one place they
brought milk when asked for a drink of water. I
had to explain patiently the effects of drinking milk
when one's body needed plain water. A thousands
times of the affection, regard and care due to a
person like me was showered on me. But few
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women came out to join the movement in 1930.
A large number came out in 1932 and filled the
jails.

A programme was drawn up for my visit
to the village Bari. I went to Guhali, thirteen miles
from Jajpur, in a bullock cart. There I spent some
time with Mrs. Reba Ray, who was staying in that
village and started out for Bari. Though I had
become accustomed to walking long distances I
had little experience of travelling in small and shaky
country boats. The flooded rivers between Guhali
and Bari had overflown their banks and the whole
area, almost upto Bari, a stretch about five miles
across was under water. The boat was quite small
and there was a strong wind. The waves were as
high as the sides of the boat. Though I tried not to
show that I was afraid, the Congress workers
accompanying me continually assured me that
there was no cause for fear since the boatmen
was a very experienced navigator. But I sat in the
boat holding on tightly to the sides of the boat
and with my eyes tightly shut. Any how I reached
Bari safely.

When I went to the public meeting in the
evening I found that the attendance was very large.
It was a regular mass meeting. Quite a large
number of women were also there and so there
was no need to hold a separate meeting for them.
When preparations were being made for holding
a session of the Indian National Congress at Puri
in 1931 and volunteers were being trained for the
occasion, a large number of women and
unmarried girls enrolled themselves as volunteers
and were trained in camps for women. Many of
them were jailed when the movement was
resumed in 1932. The Congress workers in that
area had cut down innumerable date palm trees
in an attempt to stop the manufacture of
intoxicating liquor from their sap. This was in

pursuance of the programme of prohibition, a
plank of the freedom movement. From Bari I went
to other villages including Kalyanpur,
Purushottampur and Ahiyas. A large number of
women and girls from these villages also later
came forward to join the Congress volunteers
training camps and many went to jail. After
addressing meetings in several villages and
collecting some funds, I came back to Jajpur and
travelled to the railway station in a bullock cart.
This time also I was not allowed to travel in a
bus.

After about a couple of decades when I
was active in the Land-gift Movement initiated
by Acharya Vinoba Bhave, I went one day to the
gentleman, who was the Sub-Divisional Officer
of Jajpur in 1930, to request him to make a gift of
some of his land. It seemed to me that he was
feeling embarassed and  abashed in my presence
because of the actions he had taken against me
when he was in service. So I told him, "You did
your duty as a government  servant at that time.
Now it is your duty to share a part of your land
with the landless. Please do that duty." He took it
in good spirit and made a land-gift.

Source : Into the Sun : An Autobiography by Ramadevi
Choudhuri. Translated from the Odia original, Jeeban
Pathe (Cuttack : Grantha Mandir, 1984) by Manmohan
Choudhuri. New Delhi : National Gandhi Museum, 1998.

Ramadevi Choudhuri (1899-1985) was a noted freedom
fighter, a constructive worker and organiser.

Manmohan Choudhuri, the son of Ramadevi and
Gopabandhu Choudhuri, also a freedom fighter and
worker, was the Secretary, Utkal Gandhi Smarak Nidhi,
Cuttack.
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Annapurna Maharana : A Philanthropist

Prabhat Kumar Nanda

The girl child born on 3rd November, 1917 in
the family of Nabakrushna Choudhury, the

freedom fighter was later became the torch bearer
of social awareness and
reformation in the history of
Odisha. Annapurna
Maharana popularly known as
Chuni Appa has left golden
footprints in the pages of
Indian independence
movement. Annapurna was
influenced by the philosophy
of Mahatma Gandhi, the
Father of our Nation. From the
childhood she had the privilege
to be a member of Banara
Sena, the specific group of
children dedicated themselves
for the success of freedom
movement.

Annapurna had the
privilege to come in contact with great leaders
like Lok Nayak Jayaprakash Narayan, Acharya
Vinoba Bhave, Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das,
Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das and Acharya
Harihar. Gopabandhu Choudhury and Rama Devi
were the parents of Annapurna. Her brother
Manmohan Choudhury, uncle Nabakrushna
Choudhury and her Aunt, Malati Devi sacrificed
themselves for the cause of Indian independence.
Hence the influence of patriotism was fostered in

the life of young girl Annapurna. She inherited the
courage to serve the people from her family
members.

Her father Gopabandhu
Choudhury was a Magistrate
as appointed by the British
Government with high salary
and privileges. The clarion call
of Mahatma Gandhi insisted
Gopabandhu Choudhury to
resign from the job and to join
actively in the independence
movement. Annapurna was
highly inspired by Pandit
Gopabandhu Das to serve
people for their upliftment.
She was associated with the
promotion of Odia
Newspaper, ‘The Samaja’, a
weekly publication which was
later converted to a daily

newspaper publication to propagate the spirit of
patriotism.

Annapurna for the first time was arrested
by the British Government in the year 1930 for
her association with Salt Movement. She attended
the Indian National Congress meeting at Karachi
in the year 1931. She was an young girl of 14
years. She had the opportunity for association with
Simant Gandhi, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan. She



204 OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha ReviewISSN 0970-8669

was an active member of Indian National Congress
and had the privilege of attending all conferences.
Annapurna actively participated during the visit
of Mahatma Gandhi to Odisha in the year 1934.
She was one of the co-ordinators  of Mahatma
Gandhi's visit to Odisha during 1934 and 1938.
Her leadership and patriotism was appreciated
by Mahatma Gandhi. She was inspired by
receiving a number of letters from Mahatma
Gandhi for planning of independence movement
in Odisha. She was a good singer and was winning
the hearts of freedom fighters by singing patriotic
songs. Mahatma Gandhi was the friend,
philosopher and guide of Annapurna. After the
independence of India, she was not interested for
any position or power through politics. She
engaged herself in the service for the poor people
and creation of social awareness. She was very
industrious and devotion to work was her
philosophy. Simple living and high thinking was
adopted by Annapurna. Punctuality and discipline
was the philosophy of her life.

Annapurna has been accepted as a great
philanthropist of India. Self dedication to the
optimum limit was experienced from the life of
Annapurna. She inspired people to be united
during the war with China and Pakistan. She was
associated with the mission of Lok Nayak
Jayaprakash Narayan for conversion of hearts of
dacoits of Chambal Valley in Madhya Pradesh.
Till her death she was a worshipper of social
service and selfless dedication.

The literary excellence of Annapurna was
recognized by her writing “Dasyu Hrudayara
Debata” and “Amruta Anubhab”. “Dasyu
Hrudayara Debata” was created by her narrating
the experiences of Chambal Valley Mission.
“Amruta Anubhab” was dedicated with the
philosophy of Vinoba Bhave. She has also written
a number of books narrating her experiences
during freedom movement. She also translated a
number of writings of Mahatma Gandhi in Odia.
She was a great orator. She was highly influenced

by her mother Rama Devi for successful
organisation of different movements against drugs,
atrocities against women and downtrodden
people. She was conferred with Doctorate degree
and was awarded with Utkal Ratna. She was
actively associated with different social
organizations i.e. Kasturba Gandhi Rastreeya
Smaraka Nidhi, Utkala Gandhi Smaraka Nidhi,
Sarbodaya Relief Committee, Utkal Nabajeeban
Mandali, Utkal Sarbodaya Mandali, Acharya
Harihara Trust, Nagari Lipi Parishad and other
organizations dedicated for social awareness.

The life of Annapurna Maharana was a
message of selfless dedication and patriotism to
the people of the society. She was married to
Sarat Chandra Maharana in the year 1942. During
such period the inter-caste marriage was not
accepted in the society. Annapurna Choudhury
was born in Karan family but married to Sarat
Chandra Maharana of goldsmith family. It was a
bold step taken by Annapurna Choudhury to end
the casteism in the society. Hence Annapurna
Choudhury was known as Annapurna Maharana.
Her two sons Gyana Deba and Karma Deba are
Professors in Physics and were conferred with
Doctorate degrees. Annapurna Maharana
breathed her last on the 31st December, 2012.

While analyzing the life of Annapurna
Maharana it is evident that the simple living and
high thinking is the basic way of human life. Being
a woman she never felt herself incompetent to
join actively in freedom struggle to disseminate
the message of reformation in all walks of daily
life. She was a successful philanthropist by
dedicating her life for the upliftment of Odisha and
displaying the example of worthy life amidst
enormous onerous obstacles.

Prabhat Kumar Nanda, Atithya, MIG-I-227,  Satyasai
Enclave, Kolathia, At/Po- Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar-
751030, Prabhatkumarnanda@hotmail.com
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Sarala Devi as a Freedom Fighter

Dhyanimudra Kanungo

Participation of women folk of India was quite
significant in Indian struggle of Independence.

Mahatma Gandhi encouraged women folk to take
part in this struggle. Odia women were not an
exception to this and Odia women like Rama
Devi, Sarala Devi, Janavi Devi and many of them
voluntarily jumped into this
struggle.

Sarala Devi played a
heroic role among these women
folk and could place her at a
conspicuous place.

Sarala Devi was born on
19th August 1904 at village Narilo
near Balikuda of Jagatsinghpur,
the then undivided district of
Cuttack. She was born in a well
to do Zamindar family and she
spent her childhood with her uncle
who was a Deputy Magistrate in the colonial Govt.
Her uncle took a lot of care for her studies and
she was inspired from her childhood to become
a poet, a leader and a social worker. At Banki
she could know about Rani Suka Devi and was
quite influenced by her sacrifice and patriotic spirit.
She thought from her childhood that “God has
created male and female in human race without
making distinction between the two”. This

revolutionary thought from her childhood
subsequently gave her spirit to be equal with
males. During this period, the girls were forbidden
for higher studies and thus she read privately at
her home and became fluent in Odia, Bengali,
Hindi and English. She got married at the age of

14 as per the custom to Late
Bhagirathi Mohapatra who was
an advocate and was a soldier
in the freedom struggle. The
early marriage did not satisfy her.
But she was fortunate enough to
have a loving, caring and
sympathetic husband like Bhagu
Babu, who guided her to be a
participant in the mainstream of
national freedom movement.

Being an enlightened
women, she felt very much for

the subaltern position of women in India in general
and in Odisha in particular. She devoted her energy
and potentiality how to emancipate the women
from their downtrodden position. In true sense
Odisha was lacking behind in the struggle of
emancipation of women in comparison to Indian
scenario. Sarala Devi became bold and brave and
without caring the social customs and tradition,
she emerged as an emancipator of women setting



206 OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha ReviewISSN 0970-8669

aside her domestic life. She was mostly influenced
by Late Naba Krishna Choudhury (Late C.M of
Odisha) and met Mrs. Frieda Das wife of Er.
Sarangadhara Das who encouraged her to come
out of home and to do something for motherland.

Sarala Devi joined in the ‘Mahila Samaj’
“Sponsored by Smt. Lavanyabati Devi, the
daughter of prominent author of “Odia Bhasha
Kosha”, Gopal Chandra Praharaj. This
organization encouraged the women fold of
Odisha to join in the Freedom Movement. In
1924, the provincial conference was organized
at Cuttack Municipality ground for the freedom
struggle. Though a lot of women attended this
meeting, but they were seated behind a bamboo
curtain and listened to the speeches. One
uncommon thing happened that Sarala Devi
suddenly emerged out of the curtain and delivered
a long firing speech. Her act was not appreciated
by the other women like Rama Devi, Haimavati
Devi, Sorojini Choudhury etc. She broke the Odia
tradition by coming out from the four walls of the
house and went to attend the 35th Congress
Session at Nagpur. In the year 1921, while
Mahatma Gandhi was addressing a meeting at
the river bed of Kathjodi in Cuttack, nearly 40
women including Sarala Devi attended this
meeting. The charisma of Gandhiji’s speech
moved the mind and heart of Odia women to such
an extent that  Rama Devi, Sarala Devi, Shailabala
Das and Kuntala Kumari Sabat, donated in free
hand to “Tilak Swaraj Fund”. Always she sincerely
worked for the Congress Party. The Dandi Yatra
of 1930 steered by Gandhiji gave a good impact.
In Odisha Gopabandhu Choudhury took active
part in the Salt Satyagraha at Inchudi. In another
part at Huma, Sarala Devi went with her force to
take part in this Satyagraha. She carried out her
campaigning at Berhampur. She established an

Ashram named as “Udjoga Mandir” at
Berhampur and made it her battle ground. At that
time Ganjam was under Madras Presidency.
Madras Govt. took Sarala Devi to police custody
and sent her to Vellore Jail. She was the 1st lady
prisoner of Odisha and Sarojini Naidu was the
1st lady prisoner of India. Madras Police took
her in the Madras mail and in every station
thousands men and women greeted her. She was
set free and came back to Cuttack. At Cuttack a
great meeting was held. Kuntala Kumari Sabat
presided over this meeting to pay ovation to Sarala
Devi. During her stay at Vellore Jail she came in
contact with Durga Deshmukh Devi and
Padmabati Subhadra Devi. In this jail Sarala
improved her English knowledge and she read a
lot of English books and could write letters to her
husband in English. She formed “Nikhila Utkal
Parisada” in which women from various walks of
life were included. During this period, to educate
the women (both socially and politically) Sarala
Devi started to perform several dramas by making
road shows. In true sense this performance
mobilized a lot of women who were initiated with
the principle of self liberation. Sarala got involved
in a number of different organizations, may it be a
social or political organization. She gave eloquent
speeches and sang patriotic songs in every
meeting. In 1933, Sarala Devi organized a women
voluntary organization for the 46th Congress
Session which was held at Puri. Through this
voluntary organization, she could organize
branches in every town of Odisha. In 1933 Sarala
Devi along with Nabakrishna Choudhury
attended a huge peasant meeting at Anakhia. She
encouraged peasant movement when she was an
M.L.A. In the later part of her life she was
attracted towards socialism and became an active
member in the Utkal Congress Socialist Party in
which leaders like Nabakrishna Choudhury, Malati
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Choudhury, Bhagabati Panigrahi were active
members. She was mourning for the peasant and
their poor living. She took all initiative to uplift
them from the state of poverty. When Mahatma
Gandhi came to Odisha in 1934 to organize
“Harijana Seva Sangha” in Odisha, Sarala Devi
took an active part in this organization and visited
village to village to propagate the ingrained
ideology and for the upliftment of Harijana and
eradication of untouchability.

Sarala Devi was the first lady to join in
the Non-co-operation Movement. She was
influenced by “Satyabadi Jatiya Vanabidyalaya”
which was considered as a man making work
shop, and this led her to establish “Alaka Ashram”
at Jagatsinghpur with the help of her husband with
a handsome donation of land and cash.

In the year 1936 Odisha became separate
province, Sarala Devi became an M.L.A. (from
1936 to 1941). In the Assembly she could deliver
speeches both in English and Odia very fluently.
She took a prominent role and placed bills for
women education and their upliftment, eradication
of child marriage, dowry system. During her tenure
the bill for establishing “Utkal University” was
passed. She was a prominent member and
officiated as a Speaker in the Assembly.

Thus Sarala Devi struggled for more than
3 decades and could place herself in a conspicuous
figure in Odisha. After independence she was not
satisfied with the working style of the Congress
Party and joined in Praja Socialist Party. Before
joining the party she wrote a letter to Jawaharlal
Nehru expressing her dissatisfaction for the
working style of the Congress Party. She used to
write to Mahatma Gandhi, Nehru and even to
Mr. Churchill the then P.M. of England. She was
perhaps the first Odia lady who was not afraid of
at all to express the views independently to
anybody.

She suffered a lot in her life. The untimely
death of her husband and only son gave her good
deal of sorrow and agony. But she did not give
way and worked as usual. She passed away in
1986 leaving behind a history for herself and
Odisha.

Dhyanimudra Kanungo, Research Scholar, P.G.
Department of History, Ravenshaw University, Cuttack.
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Quit India Movement in Cuttack :
Role of Surendra Nath Dwivedy

Dr. Jugal Kishore Hota

The Quit India Movement was the ultimate
call of Gandhi to make people of India free

from prolonged foreign oppression. Mahatma
Gandhi always moved with the time and was a
master in feeling the pulse of the people. He
thought that a great storm was about to blow. So
he was trying to change people's outlook and
create public opinion in a definite direction.

The historic session of All India Congress
Committee took place in Bombay on 8th Aug
1942. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, as the
President of this Session, said that the slogan
“Quit India”means nothing more and nothing less
than the complete transfer of power to Indian
hands. So far as Odisha is concerned important
leaders like H.K. Mahatab, Malati Choudhury,
S.N. Dwivedy, Prahallad Ray, Laxminarayan
Mishra and some other had attended the Session.
Late in the night of August 8th the historic “Quit
India”, resolution was passed by an
overwhelming majority. Only thirteen members
voted against the resolution. Then Gandhi gave
them a stirring exhortation, “Let every Indian
consider himself to be a free man. He must be
ready for the actual freedom or perish in the
attempt …There is to be no more bargaining.
There is no compromise on the demand of
freedom. Freedom first and then only rest. We

shall do or die.” Thus started the historic Quit
India Movement on 9th August 1942.

The Odisha unit of the Congress gave
quick response to the historic Quit India
resolution. The Socialists also decided to give their
full support to the Congress. They made elaborate
preparations to materialize the movement. S.N.
Dwivedy was authorized to organize underground
movement in Odisha.” He translated the brief
typed note of Gandhi, i.e “Paralyse the
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government and from today we are free , Do or
die.” The message of Gandhi was distributed
among all the office-bearers of the District
Congress Committee. S.N. Dwivedy with Malati
Devi took bold steps to make the movement
widespread. He travelled here and there in
disguise. The return journey from Bombay was
full of courage and adventure. Only to avoid arrest
they diverted their route and reached
Bhubaneswar via Raipur and Vijayanagar.

Arriving  Bhubaneswar at mid-night S.N
Dwivedy changed his identification and posed
himself as a Bengali Pilgrim,Dwivedi and Malti
Devi  very cautiously crossed the river Kathajodi
in a small boat at night. The river was everflowing
on both sides with a roaring sound. The boat was
never steady; floting up and down in the heavy
current. So much so that water was flowing inside.
It was indeed a great risk, no doubt, but their
mind was full of courage and adventure. The spirit
of patriotism and inner love for Odisha prompted
them to cross the river in such a terrible situation.
Inside the boat daring Malati Devi began to sing
the inspiring lines of poet Nazrul written in Bengali.

 “DURGAMA  GIRI KANTARA MARU,
DUSSTARA PARABAR HE,

LANGHITE HABE RATRI NISITHE,
JATRIRA HUSIAR HE,JATRIRA HUSIAR”

[Oh’ freedom fighters, be cautious to cross the
dangerous hills, mountains and the seas in the mid
might.] The above song reveals the daringness
and the spirit of nationalism that enchanted the
mind and the soul of a determined women leader.
After entering Cuttack she was arrested by the
British Police on 12 th Aug 1942 in her
Bakharabad residence. Then the total
responsibility was taken by Dwivedy to run the
underground movement. An office of the August

Revolution was set up at Alisa Bazar, Cuttack in
the house of Nandi Sahu who was a non-political
friend of Dwivedy. Later Nandi Sahu and
Udayanath Rath were detained by British Police
for giving shelter to Dwivedy. Both suffered
enormous personal losses and their business was
shattered for the sake of freedom struggle.

Many important freedom fighters of
Odisha namely Nabakrushna Choudhury,
Gopabandhu Choudhury, Biswanath Das, Radha
Krushna Biswasray, Rabindra Mohan Das,
Nilambara Das, Prananath Pattanaik, Rama
Krushna Pati and others were arrested. All the
Congress offices in Odisha were declared illegal.
The Congress institutions like Swaraj Ashram,
Cuttack, Bari Ashram, Jajpur and Chauliaganj
Congress office were seized by the British
Government. The unexpected arrest of the
Congress leaders made the freedom movement
leaderless. In the meantime the Socialists followed
by Communists, Forward Block and student
federation members came forward to protest the
repressive measures of the British regime. It led
to the destruction of Government properties,
strikes in schools and colleges, defiance of  order
and simultaneous organization of protest meetings
and hartal.

Thus the 1942 Movement may well be
discussed as a spontaneous, voluntary, mass
movement that sprang from the national urge for
independence. In this sense it was truly a people’s
movement.The underground movement of
Dwivedy in Cuttack put the British Authority in
trouble. The Police could not arrest him in spite
of several raids in different places of Cuttack.
Ultimately Dwivedy was declared absconder by
the local administration. A Gazette Notification
was issued declaring that, if Dwivedy did not
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surrender, the movable and immovable property
of his family would be confiscated and if anybody
gave news about Dwivedy he would get a cash
award. This was  announced by the administration
beating  drums in the streets of Cuttack. The
Government declaration had little impact on
Dwivedy. Because he had taken the vow to “do
or die’. The threat of British Government rather
inspired him to work more actively for the
independence of our motherland.

Dwivedy has elaborately described his
underground days in his autobiography, ‘Mo
Jivana Sangram’ which was published in 1984.
He had no time to sleep and time passed in great
anxiety and excitement. Nobody was allowed to
meet him during day time except Mathuri Sahu,
the son of Nandi Sahu and Banka Bihari Das.
Banka Bihari was assigned to write letters and
post them safely. Similarly Radhanath Pandit,
Biswanath Pandit, Pandit Banamali Mishra,
Sachidananda Mishra and a few others were
assigned different jobs, but they never gathered
at one place. S.N. Dwivedy had established
contacts with the underground headquarters in
Kolkata. By then at all India level a powerful
underground movement had been set up under
the leadership of famous Socialists like Ram
Manohar Lohia, Aruna Asaf Ali, Achyut
Patwardhan, Sucheta Kripalini and many other
Gandhians and Socialists.

In Odisha, at almost all district
headquarters underground units were set up by
Dwivedy. The August Revolution under his
dynamic leadership became vigourous in Odisha
in general and Cuttack in particular. Several
attempts to arrest him proved fruitless. But a few
days later his close comrades Banka Bihari Das
and Sachidananda Mishra were arrested. Realising

the gravity of the situation Dwivedy had made a
plan to escape from Cuttack to Kolkata. But
unfortunately on the very day he was to leave,
the police raided his underground shelter and
arrested him. The police handcuffed him and
armed guards escorted him to the police station.
Then began the painful jail life of S.N. Dwivedy
in 1942.Though jail life was not new for him that
he suffered in 1930, then twice in 1932, followed
by 1933 and 1940 for more than three years, but
this time he was sentenced to six years rigorous
imprisonment and his other colleagues to four
years. During his trial in the court, Dwivedy had
made the following statement. He said “we have
no faith on British justice. We do not hope to get
a fair trial from the judge appointed by the British
Government. We have worked with full
knowledge to drive out the British Government
from our country and our struggle will continue
till the last vestige of British imperialism was
liquidated. There was no need for any trial. We
would gladly bear if the highest punishment
permissible under the land was given to us.”

It was not just a brave statement but it
also expressed the burning desire of his heart and
intense patriotism. Again he said “I must confess
that at the time of the trial there was a lurking
fright of going to the gallows, but after the
statement I felt greatly relieved and free. I thought
the mission for which I had struggled by remaining
underground would be fulfilled if I was hanged.”
The above statement of Dwivedy had a deep
impact on the Irish Judge. In his judgement the
judge highly praised the patriotism and
organizational capacity of Dwivedy. This was
really a rare example in the history of Indian
freedom struggle.

During his imprisonment period Dwivedy
continued to meet other political prisoners in
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Cuttack. His routine work was to encourage the
young prisoners to continue the agitation after their
release. Inside jail he tried his best to get
information about other prisoners and jail officials,
later his secret activities came to light and he was
transferred to Koraput jail within 24 hours with
handcuff.  After spending a jail life of three years
and nine months, Dwivedy was released from jail.
But very strongly he insisted that until order for
the release of all prisoners were passed he would
not leave the custody. Finally that was done and
the Chief Secretary informed him over telephone
that order for the release of all political prisoners

had been passed. Then his joy knew no bound
and people in large number took the true freedom
fighter in  a procession to the Swaraj Ashram of
Cuttack. This was really a great patriotic work of
S.N. Dwivedy for which he will be remembered
by the people of Odisha for all time to come.

Dr. Jugal Kishore Hota, Principal, Jhadeswar Junior
College, Tolkani, Chitri,  Jajpur.
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Contributions of Mahatma Gandhi to
Odisha : A historical Analysis

Dr. (Mrs.) B.K.Sarma

It is well known that Gandhi fought not only
against colonialism or imperialism, but also

against casteism, superstitions, social oppression,
economic exploitation, religious hatred etc, with
equal vigour and dynamism. The mission of
Gandhi i.e. the fight for independence was a part
of the struggle of suffering humanity against
oppression. To achieve the goal of his mission
through mass based support Gandhi paid visits
to different parts of the country and Odisha was
one such region.

Contributions of Gandhi to Odisha can
be studied in its better perspective  by analyzing
the content and impact of his various visits to
Odisha, which started in 1921 and continued as
long as 1946. Since his first visit to the last for
about seven times (despite his busy involvement
in national programmes and problems) he came
always with a definite objective and he did not
take rest till the purpose was fulfilled. He had a
special place and concern for Odisha, because
of the special socio-economic political backward
condition of the people, which is being reflected
in most of his speeches and writings. In this paper
an attempt has been made to analyse and highlight
the special contributions of Gandhi to Odisha in
the light of the then political, socio-economic
condition of the province, the response of people

and to identify the causes responsible for the
success of Gandhi in his mission.

Gandhi and National Movement in Odisha

Gandhi's role in popularizing the Congress
movement in Odisha is quite significant. His
contribution to the freedom movement in Odisha
can be known in its right perspective in the light
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of the political situation and activities in Odisha
prior to the advent of Gandhi.

Odisha participated actively in the
deliberations of the Indian National Congress right
from the beginning. But the problems of Odisha
never found a place in the Congress agenda for
discussion before 1920, i.e. the emergence of
Gandhi. During that time the great national leaders
of the Congress had no concern for Odisha.1 This
apathy of the Congress was the main reason for
which the National Congress could not become
popular in Odisha till 1921. The fact that from
1885 to 1900 only a small number of 14 delegates
from Odisha attended only 6 sessions of the
Congress clearly indicates the lack of interest of
the Oriyas in the Congress and the national
movement. Of course there is no denying that
Odisha played an important role in the Swadeshi
Movement (1905-06) under the leadership of
Madhusudan Das.

After realizing the futility of the Indian
National Congress as a forum, a forum of Oriya
under the leadership of Madhusudan Das formed
a regional organization known as Utkala Union
Conference in 1903. Thereafter the Oriyas
diverted their attention to regional problems and
tried to seek redressal of their grievances through
the goodwill and blessings of the British
government instead of the National Congress.

It was again in 1921, with Gandhi's visit
(first) to Odisha that the interest of the Oriyas in
the National Congress and national movement
was revived. His first visit gave a tremendous
impetus to the freedom movement in Odisha. It
once again stimulated the people's zeal and
enthusiasm for the cause of national movement.
The Gandhian ideas, programmes and techniques
were highly appreciated and widely accepted by
the people.

In that context the 'Utkala Dipika' the
leading newspaper of that time wrote: "Mahatma
Gandhi now stands higher and higher having
scored a triumph which was seldom attained by
any Indian politician".2 Further it wrote, "Odisha
has accepted the principle of non-violent non-
cooperation creed preached by Mahatma
Gandhi".3 It urged the Oriyas therefore to plunge
into the national movement without fear.

Gandhi's maiden appearance on the land
of Odisha in 1921 drew large crowds, wherever
he went. About his first tour the government
reported." In this land (Odisha) of Hindus,
Mr. Gandhi was considered as an Avatar of the
deity and a worker of miracles".4 In fact the places
where he halted and held meetings became places
of pilgrimage. He was looked upon by many
people as their saviour. After a long time the
people of Odisha felt that it was only through
Gandhiji that their cause could be projected in
the all India level. Therefore all that Gandhi wanted
to accomplish relating the freedom struggle were
carried on in right earnest by the people who had
developed faith and confidence in him.

The Gandhian freedom movement with
its political programme of non-cooperation, Civil-
Disobedience and Quit India spread far and wide
in Odisha. After a lapse of several years Odisha
again responded to the call of Indian National
Congress. Thus the Congress movement was
brought to Odisha by Gandhi and was
popularized by his followers like Gopabandhu Das
and others". In fact the advent of Gandhi in Odisha
politics in general and freedom movement in
particular assumed a kind of dynamism which was
not known before.

Gandhi's Response to the Oriya Movement

Though Gandhi brought the Congress
Movement to Odisha, he also favoured the
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movement of the Oriyas for the creation of a
separate province. Prior to 1921 there was no
place for Odisha and Oriya problems in the Indian
National Congress. In 1920 Gandhi reshaped the
Congress for the ensuring struggle for
independence. Thereafter the Congress accepted
the principle of forming provinces on linguistic basis
and since then Odisha found a place in the annals
of the Congress*.

Referring to the question of amalgamation
of Oriya speaking tracts he wrote; "Odisha has a
good grievance, the authors of Oriya Movement
have described that Odisha has been vivisected
for political purposes.5 As the Telugus in some
areas were in majority and the Oriyas were
minority, he advised them that the stronger should
accept the claim of the weak. He wrote in that
context; " I have ventured to suggest some simple
rules for their guidance. One golden rule of
universal application that we must learn from our
present struggle is that the stronger must yield to
the weaker. In case of doubt the weaker. In case
of doubt the weaker must have the verdict".6 It
goes without saying that Gandhi was in favour of
the union of Oriya speaking tracts and their
formation into a separate unit*.

   In fact the favourable views of Gandhi
on the formation of linguistic province interested
the Oriyas all the more  in Gandhi.7 Regarding a
separate Orisa he said: " I have always raised the
issue in the discussion with the Congress
authorities. I shall press for it myself as
representative of Odisha at the Round Table
Conference".8

Gandhi always tried to bring the problems
of Odisha to the notice of others. He reflected on
the political situation in Odisha by maintaining that
much has been left to be done for the region which

is exposed to natural calamities causing great
disadvantages.9

He also made it known that Odisha's
feeble voice was got drowned (prior to 1920) in
the presence of more influential members inside
the Congress organization. In view of that he
remarked that the minority opinions should not
be ignored. Moreover his recommendation* for
the Odisha leaders and Odisha problem helped
them win support from various other quarters.

In fact his sympathetic and considerate
views and reports on the genuine Odisha
problems and grievances proved beyond doubt
his concern and commitment for the people of
Odisha. All this helped to generate a feeling of
goodwill among the Oriyas for him. They rightly
realized that through him their cause could be
better projected in the all India level.10 Thus due
to the concern of Gandhi for Odisha, the faith in
Congress was again generated, and that
encouraged the leaders to launch the non-
cooperation movement in a big way in Odisha,
which was just the beginning of the end.

Social Services and Social Welfare Activities
of Gandhi in Odisha

Gandhi's advent brought not only radical
change in the political atmosphere and activities
of Odisha but also helped in a significant manner
the all round development of Odisha. Though he
visited Odisha in 1921 with a view to baptizing
the people in the new creed of non-cooperation
movement but subsequently and consequently he
paid many more visits for the love and deep
concern which he developed for the poor and
suffering masses of the region which he saw
personally.11

Gandhi was convinced of the need to get
familiar with the regional problem and their
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intricacies, after he took charge the leadership of
Congress. In 1918 and 1919 severe drought and
flood in Odisha brought great misery and suffering
for the masses which Gandhi came to know, and
immediately he decided to act. The main purpose
for which he visited Odisha in March 1921 was
to see the condition of the people and to do
something for them. He wrote an article in
Navjivan underlying the need for urgent and
generous help for the famine stricken people of
Odisha.12 Realizing that the region was unknown
to the outside world, he quoted Rabindra Nath
Tagore in this write-up to inform the people that
'Utkala' was a famous land and place of great
pilgrimage for the Hindus. He deputed one of his
associates Thakkar Bapa first to camp in Odisha
and conduct relief work there in 1920 with
Rs.50000/- 13 collected from the people of
Gujarat for the flood affected people of Puri.

After his return from Odisha many a time
he narrated "Odisha as the epitome of India's
poverty" in his speeches. He also wrote two
articles captioned "My Odisha Tour" and Odisha
and Andhra" in Navjiban and Young India
respectively. Referring to the condition of the
peasants he said that the Oriyas were poorer  than
the peasants of Champaran.14 At Puri the victims
of famine wrung his heart, so much so that he
wrote "it was my first visit to Odisha, I would like
to put on record some of the ineffaceable scenes
and memories of this province". Because of this
situation in Odisha he believed and advised those
people who wanted to serve the poor to go to
Utkala or Odisha. On a number of occasions he
said that he felt a deep urge to settle down in
Utkala and serve the poor people of the province.
He felt and believed that Odisha 's condition could
be ameliorated by selfless and full time dedicated
workers with missionary zeal and spirit.15

Therefore whenever any sincere and dedicated
person sought his advice as to where to work he
advised him to go to Odisha. At his instance the
Christian missionary C.F. Andrews stayed in
Odisha for some months to render service to the
needy, particularly the flood affected and poverty
stricken people.16 Similarly Jivaramji Kalayanji
Kothari, a follower of Gandhi dedicated his life
and property to the service of Odisha. In 1927
along with his wife he established an Ashram at
Bhadrak. Ishwarlal Vyas and his wife Purubai
being inspired by Gandhi set up an Ashram at
Soro.17 As has already been mentioned, at the
root of Thakkar Bapa's dedication and
commitment to Odisha, it was only Gandhi's
inspiration, that guided them.

Not only that he was worried about the
flood or other problems of Odisha, but also he
was equally bothered as to how to seek solution
for the same. To control the flood problem in
Odisha, he invited Vishweshraiya, the most
famous engineer of that time to come to Odisha.
At his instance he came and stayed for about 12
days, made intensive investigation of the problem
by touring extensively. Though at that time his fees
per day was Rs.10000/- he did not take a single
pie not even his travelling expenses because of
Gandhi's special love for Odisha.

Gandhi's Role in improving the Economic
Condition of Odisha

Gandhi rightly realized that in Odisha apart
from natural causes there is a human factor, i.e.
the indolent habit of the people responsible for
their poverty. He severely criticized the people
and seriously thought of how to deal with this
problem. His feeling was that the only remedy for
eradication of poverty lay in the promotion of
Charkha and Khadi work in the villages. His
strong conviction was that the spinning wheel is
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the only means that can provide food and work
to the poverty-stricken people.

Therefore on his advice hundreds of
Charkha centres were poened in Odisha. He
exhorted the Congress workers and leaders to
make Odisha "the Khadi store of India".18

Accordingly Gopabandhu Das, Niranjan
Pattanayak and some other leaders tried their best
to make Khadi an efficient vehicle for the relief of
poverty and flood-stricken people of Odisha. The
extension of Charakha centres,  production and
sale of Khadi undoubtedly helped to solve the
problem of unemployment and improve the
economic condition of the people. To some extent
it also taught the people the ideas of Swadeshi,
self-reliance and self-confidence.

In accordance with the instruction of
Gandhi a scheme was drawn up to start centres
to promote self-sufficiency in Khadi. Spinning
wheels were distributed*. With this the Congress
workers were able to create love for Swadeshi
among the Oriyas. That was a great achievement
of Gandhi. Apart from all this in meetings in his
speeches time and again he said; "Odisha in the
poorest province in India and this can be easily
removed if evenly one uses Khadi."19 Wherever
he went he exhorted his audience to use Khadi
only, instead of mill made cloth. At his instance
Khadi and spinning exhibitions were organized at
different places. During his visits he devoted
specific time for the propagation and
popularization of Khadi and Charakha.

Not only he professed, propagated,
popularized, exhorted and appealed for the use
of Khadi to improve the economic condition of
the people, but also he arranged funds for the
same. The amount which was raised for the All
India Spinners' Association in Utkala was quite
inadequate. Moreover sometimes Khadi work in

Odisha suffered losses. As per rules laid down
by the Central Organization such centres were to
be closed down. However, the rule was was
relaxed in case of Utkala on the advice of Gandhi.
20 At the instance of Gandhi Jivaramji Kalyanji
Kothari also contributed one lakh rupees to
Gandhi Seva Sangha for Khadi work.

Thus his programme of Charkha and
Khadi implemented for the purpose of economic
salvation of the province deserves praise and
appreciation. It was meant for the employment
and general welfare of the masses. Moreover due
to his efforts the village industries and handicrafts
were revived and developed through the support
of the Odisha Government (Congress Ministry).

Gandhi's efforts for the removal of
untouchability

Gandhi's relation with Odisha deepened
gradually because of his emphasis on his
constructive work. He launched his constructive
Programme for the socio-economic regeneration
of the country. Though Gandhi was an astute
politician, he was a social reformer too. At times
he remained aloof from politics and preached the
idea of eradication of untouchability, emancipation
of women, elimination of drink, protection of cow,
popularization of cottage industry, promotion of
Charakha Khadi etc.

The Harijan movement which he started
in Odisha occupies a special place in the social
history of modern India.21 His contributions for
the uplift of women and other depressed classes
in Odisha was also quite noteworthy.

During the freedom struggle the people
of Odisha accepted the Gandhian ideal of social
reform. The Harijan movement was one such ideal
which helped in the transformation of the Odisha
society during the first half of the 20th century.
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During his third visit to Odisha in 1927 he spoke
highly in favour of temple entry of the so called
untouchables. He made a settlement with the
trustees of the Raghunath temple and entered into
it with the untouchables. Earlier in 1925 during
his second visit to Odisha at the Utkala Tannery
of Madhusudan das, in order to make Gandhi
feel happy, the address was presented by the
untouchables. As desired by Gandhi during his
visit to different places and meetings, he was
mostly garlanded by untouchables. At several
places he invited the untouchables to dine with
him and engaged the Congress and Harijan
workers in taking classes and cleaning the Harijan
colonies. He personally went to the Harijan
colonies and interacted with them. He instructed
the upper caste Hindus to maintain contact with
the Harijans at personal level. At his instance there
were intercaste marriages between the Brahmins
and Harijans.22

His fifth visit to Odisha in 1934 is most
memorable as at that time he undertook the main
mission of his life, i.e. Harijan uplift and removal
of untouchability. Incidentally this mission was
meant for the whole of the country which he
started from the holy land Jagannath Dham Puri
in Odisha. This sacred mission he started through
Padajatra or foot march with two fold objectives,
i.e. (1) removal of Untouchability, (2) collecting
money for the Harijan fund.23

Addressing a big gathering at Kabirpur
during the foot march he said that God could not
live in a temple where Harijans were not allowed
to enter. On another occasion when he was
invited to visit the famous Sakhigopal temple
where Khadi was exclusively used by the deities,
though he was impressed but he declined to go
as free access to the temple was not given to the
untouchables. However at Balianta he was able

to open the Kunjabihari temple to the Harijans.
Being inspired by him many Congress workers
and leaders opened some temples in their
respective areas for the Harijans.

Through various means and methods he
collected money for the Harijan Fund. It was
because of Gandhi's interest and insistence that
Utkala got the larger share than the normal quota
from the central fund for the Harijan Sevak
Sangha. It was in the interest of Gandhi that the
First and Second Congress Ministry in Odisha
passed Various Acts for the welfare of the Harijans
and removal of untouchability.

The Harijan movement of Gandhi in
Odisha was the first step in his programme of
breaking down all barriers whatever which divided
and distanced man from man.

Gandhi's Impact on Women

Gandhi's visits and contacts in Odisha had
tremendous impact on the female community also.
A good number of women being influenced by
him and his programmes gave up purdah and their
secluded life and not only they actively participated
in the political programmes and movements but
also dedicated their lives to social work in the
villages. There was remarkable degree of
awakening among them. The most noteworthy
among them were Rama Devi. Sarala Devi, Malati
Devi who took the lead role under the guidance
of Gandhi for the mass awakening of women in
Odisha.

There is no denying that Gandhi
succeeded to some extent in bringing the
problems of Odisha to the attention of others and
in generating their goodwill and support for the
Oriya people. His considerate and sympathetic
views on the Odisha problems, i.e. socio-
economic and political proved beyond doubt his
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genuine concern for Odisha. It was out of his
genuine love and sympathetic sympathy for the
poverty-stricken people of Odisha, which he
described as "the land of sorrows and tears" that
he made trip after trip to the land that was "dearest
to him in the whole of India". During his several
trips to Odisha Gandhi undertook extensive tours
even long padajatras, held numerous public and
private meetings. At that time apart from
explaining the people and convincing them about
his programmes and ideologies, his objective was
to know and comprehend the grievances of the
common people. Moreover through his writings,
his speeches, contacts and example of his personal
life he won the hearts of the people of Odisha.

Conclusion

Gandhi because of his special concern for
Odisha received tremendous support and
cooperation from the masses in his political
programme of national liberation and his
constructive programme for socio-economic
regeneration. More particularly the first and
second Congress Ministry (1937-1039 / 1946-
47) initiated and implemented a number of social
and educational welfare programmes according
to the ideals of Gandhi and as desired by Gandhi.24

These programmes included the removal of

untouchability, prohibition scheme and uplift of
backward classes, and women and development
of basic education. In the light of the above
mentioned discussion it may be concluded that
Gandhian Contributions to Odisha's socio-
economic and political life was immense and most
remarkable. It was due to his inspiration that there
was general awakening social and political among
the masses. It was due to him that the Odisha
people began to take greater interest in national
problems in politics. Under his leadership Odisha
played a vigorous role in the national movement.
He made the problems and genuine grievances
of Odisha people known to others at various
forums and quarters. Through various means and
methods he tried to solve the linguistic, cultural
and economic problems of Odisha. His leadership
qualities and techniques brought the Oriya women
from Purdah to public platform. In course of time
women played an effective role in the social and
political movements of contemporary India.

Dr. (Mrs.) B.K. Sarma is a Reader in History, Berhampur
University, Berhampur-760007.
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Gandhi and Harijan

Souribandhu Kar

Mahatma Gandhi, this name itself signifies
reverence among lakhs and lakhs of people

of the world. He is known as the crusader for
peoples’ freedom in India and South Africa.
Professionally a barrister he turned to become a
social reformer, a prolific writer, a great journalist,
champion of non-violent movement called
satyagraha and the leading light in the cause of
India’s freedom struggle against the mighty British
imperialism. Gandhi was a great communicator
and he used this skill very effectively through his
writings both in newspapers, letters, speeches and
even in prayer meetings. He has contributed large
number of articles through two weeklies i.e. Indian
Opinion (South Africa) and Young India (India)
edited by him and also in Navajivan and Harijan.
But we find his views were inconsistent at different
times because he reacted differently. He himself
admitted this saying :

“at times of writing I never think what I
have said before. My aim is not be consistent with
my precious statements on a given question, but
to be consistent with my previous statement on a
given question, but to be consistent with truth as
it may present itself to me at a given movement.
The result has been that I have grown from truth
to truth. I have saved memory from an undue
strain.” Looking to this statement, perhaps

Dr. Rajendra Prasad rightly admitted that “when
Gandhi took over the helm, many were content
to fall in line and nod to whatever he said and
hardly thought it necessary to do their own
thinking.”

Gandhi became the invincible leader in
the nationalist struggle against the British because
of his understanding of the people and identifying
himself with the common man. Even Subhash
Chandra Bose, who opposed Gandhi and
Gandhism commented as follows.

“… When the Mahatma speaks, he does
so in a language that (the people) comprehend,
not in the language of Herbert Spencer and
Edmund Burke, as for instance, Sir Surendra Nath
Banarjee would have done, but in that of the
Bhagvad Gita and the Ramayana. When he talks
to them about Swaraj, he does not dilate on the
virtues of provincial autonomy or federation, he
reminds them of the glories of Ramarajya (the
kingdom of the mythical king Rama) and they
understand. And he talks of conquering through
love and Ahimsa (non violence), they are reminded
of Buddha and Mahavir and they accept him.”

Gandhi understood the evil of
untouchability and to eradicate that from the Indian
Society, he started an organisation called All India
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Harijan Sevak Sangh. The work of Harijan Sevak
Sangh was two-fold. One was the constructive
work and the other was propaganda.  The aim of
the Sangh was to educate the caste Hindus in
favour of the complete removal of the
untouchability. The constructive programme
included education of Harijan Children, Vocational
Training, Welfare Work, Housing, Temple Entry,
Common Drinking Water Supply Facility etc. and
the propaganda was for holding meetings for
bringing together caste Hindus and Harijans on
one platform, organising Harijan Days,
Procession, Demonstrations, Publication of
books and periodicals etc.

This is the reason for which he had started
‘Harijan’ weekly as the mouthpiece of the servants
of untouchables society. R.N. Shastri was a
Poona-based  social worker and a freedom
fighter actively associated with the activities of the
servants of untouchables society. When Gandhi
started non-cooperation movement in 1920-22,
he was drawn to Gandhi and believed in his
ideology. He look the initiative in the publication
of the Harijan on the advice of Gandhi.

The weekly came out in 1933 and served
a great purpose of defending The Poona Pact
coming out of The Communal Award 1932.
Gandhi formed the leadership of the Congress to
accept The Poona Pact. The British Government
with the policy of  “Divide and Rule” clearly found
another expression in the Award. The Award
provided for the Government’s recognition to
minority communities including the depressed
classes for separate electorate. The effort to
separate the depressed classes from the rest of
the Hindus by treating them as a separate political
entity was opposed by all the nationalists.

Gandhi went on fast and ultimately The
Poona Pact was signed. Gandhi broke his fast on
26 th September 1932. On resuming the

publication of "Young India" Gandhi named the
untouchables  as Harijan. The word means a man
of God.

Talking about Harijan Gandhi argued,
“Harijan is not my weekly. So far as the proprietary
rights are concerned, it belongs to the servants of
untouchables society and therefore I would like
him (Ambedkar) to feel that it is as much his as of
any Hindus.”

Gandhi, in Harijan has discussed many
issues confronting the nationalist movement. He
discussed subject like nation, nationalism and
national identity, the communal question, the future
state etc. which are relevant even today. Even he
has his views on the Constituent Assembly in the
Harijan which is a unique document. Even his
biographer, Tendulkar describes his numerous
articles in Harijan as the instrument of instructions
to Congress.

After Independence, Gandhi wrote in the
Harijan. “India is now free. Now that the burden
of subjection has been lifted, all the forces if good
have to be marshalled in one great effort to build
a country which forsakes the accustomed method
of violence in order to settle human conflicts,
whether it is between two sections of the same
people.”

Gandhi went on writing for the Harijan
upto the last day of his life i.e. January 30, 1948.
After his demise C. Rajagopalchari, the Governor
General of India announced in the journal,
“Harijan was Bapu’s voice. And when his body
has been consigned to the elements, Harijan canot
go on”.

Souribandhu Kar, Plot No.5012/5853, Gajapatinagar,
Bhubaneswar-751005.
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Biju Patnaik : The Legendary Freedom
Fighter with a Dynamic Personality

Bhaskar Parichha

When Biju was barely ten years old he
had the first glimpse of Gandhiji at the

Swaraja Ashram in Cuttack. That passing
appearance of the Mahatma was to later exert a
tremendous influence on him.

At the time of Biju's birth the Swadeshi
Movement had spread to most of the parts in
Odisha. Swadeshi, which essentially meant use
of indigenous goods had met with great success
in Odisha. This movement also gave birth to a
new leader, Gopabandhu Das. He was
profoundly influenced by Madhusudan Das,
another great leader of Odia nationalism who
founded the Utkal Sammilani, Utkal Union
Conference in 1903. Mahatma Gandhi,
Gopabandhu Das and Madhusudan Das together
had a great impression on Biju. They had, as a
matter of fact, became his role - models of
nationalism. From early childhood Biju's life, as
we know, was moulded also by the family
environment.

In 1932, Biju was a student in Cuttack's
Ravenshaw College. But there was nothing
inspiring in the college that could contain him to
the campus. This was the time, the Civil
Disobedience Movement was gaining ground. An
upsurge of revolutionary nationalism was what one
was witnessing. It was a movement that elevated
the anti-imperialist struggle to new heights.

The Civil  Disobedience Movement of
1930-32 brought in its wake the boycotting of
schools and courts. The response of the students
was truly overwhelming. Leaving their schools,
students in large numbers  were plunging into the
movement. Braving police repression, these
students the later day nationalists, had only one
goal to pursue: Purna Swaraj, complete
independence.

On July 14, the Congress working
committee met in Wardha, Gujrat, and adopted
the resolution asking the British to Quit India. This
was the famous Quit India Resolution. The All
India Congress Committee adopted this
resolution, a month later on 8th August 1942. No
sooner did this news reach the British authorities
than there was instant crackdown on the
Congress leaders. Those who were present in
Bombay were taken  en masse into custody. That
the British Government was hell-bent on
suppressing this ultimate phase of India's struggle
for independence was clearly known by
subsequent events.

'Bharat Chhada' became the slogan of the
day. 'August Revolution', as it came to be known
later, brought common people to the vortex of
struggle. All that was being witnessed in these days
was militancy.
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In this surcharged atmosphere, Biju was
only waiting for a jump from the ground. 'Do or
Die', then became the new slogan just as
'Freedom or Death' became the question.
Gandhiji's exhortation that 'we shall free India or
die in the attempt' became the clarion call for Biju,
just as it was for many other leaders, great and
small. He was now becoming  the principal
instrument in the orchestra of the 1942 mutiny.

At the time of Civil Disobedience
Movement, or even a decade before that, a new
thrust was given to India's national movement with
the emergence of 'leftist' thinkings. That was
'radicalizing' the movement. Hitherto, it was only
independence. Such words like 'socio-economic
exploitation' were heard reverberating the air
exuding a new confidence, a new trust.

It was for the first time that socialist
thinking had taken roots in India. Jawaharlal
Nehru and Subhas Bose were the two outspoken
men of this new 'contentization' of the freedom
movement. That gave birth to two powerful
organisations. One was a Communist Party of
India (CPI) and the other was Congress Socialist
Party (CSP). Biju was then too young to join the
socialist leaders.  He was, by inclination and by
avocation, coming closer to the Congress
Socialist Party, rather than the Communist Party.
This initial aversion for the Communists would find
potent reflection half - a century later.

The Congress Socialists like Jaya Prakash
Narayan, Acharya Narendra Dev and Minoo
Masani belonged to the younger group of
Congressmen, who were distasteful of the
Gandhiji's strategy and Socialism was what greatly
attracted them. This upturn was something the
British could not have relished, in any event.

Jail provided the meeting ground for these
neo-socialists and they studied various tenets of

Marxian ideology. Apparently, they  were in
disagreement with the Communist Party of India's
'Political Line'. An inevitable consequence of this
was the formation of the Congress Social Party,
exactly sixty years ago. Bombay was the
headquarters of the Party.

Alongside, in Odisha a silmilar line of
thought emerged with the formation of Utkal
Samyabadi Karmi Sangathan, the Utkal Congress
Socialist Workers' League in 1933. Those who
found this new organisation were basically
Congressmen : Naba Krushna Choudhury, Malati
Choudhury, Goura Chandra Ghose and Dibakar
Patnaik, to list a few. These leaders were
responsible for the spread of socialist ideas and
all those theories of capitalist exploitation which
they were indoctrinated into. Of course, the leftist
leaning in Congress movement in Odisha had
always been there even before 1935. When the
Congress Social Party started disseminating the
ideas through its organ Adhunika which Bhagabati
Charan Panigrahi, himself a veteran Communist
intellectual edited, it was only serving a better
cause.

In the next few months the Odisha
Congress Socialist Party acquired a new character.
Peasants and workers who were left out so far in
the socialist movement were roped in. That indeed
turned out to be a curious mix of intellectuals on
the one hand and the workers on the other. A few
other leaders joined the party later. Bhagabati
Panigrahi on whose masterpiece 'Sikar', Mrinal
Sen made a film entitled 'Mrigaya'; Sachi Routray,
the Gyanpeeth litterateur and a trend setter of
modern Odia literature,  Man Mohan Mishra, poet
and the editor of Biju's now-defunct newspaper
Kalinga and Rama Krushna Pati, a veteran
communist leader. Naba Krushna Coudhury was
a prominent leader of this party who had the
distinction of being the first Chief Minister of
Odisha after India became a Republic.



223OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha Review ISSN 0970-8669

Meanwhile, Quit India was becoming too
big a call for the British to ignore. On the 9th
August, the British Government arrested Gandhi,
Nehru and other leaders. They were taken to
'unknown destinations'. After this 'pre-emptive
swoop' on top leaders, a wave of shock and anger
swept over the whole country. As all the Congress
leaders were inside the jails, there was no one to
direct the people to fight a non-violent struggle.
People were seen resorting to arson and sabotage.
Students came out on the streets. Workers were
on the warpath. Even peasants had joined the
movemet against the British. Railway Stations
were on the rampage.

The British authorities, instead of realising
the war-like situation, proclaimed martial law. The
repression by the British was as severe as the
challenge thrown up by the Quit India Movement.
The British hadn't witnessed a struggle of such
enormous proportions earlier. The last one they
had seen was the Revolt of 1857, which posed a
major challenge to the East India Company.

From boyhood Biju has been a man of
adventure which he relished greatly; just as he
was fond of dare-devilry. He was a man "not cast
in the usual mould of drab and dull life". When
Biju jumped into the Quit India Movement with a
bang he was sure that this call would be watershed
in India's struggle for independence. Months later
Biju was arrested by the British in Delhi. As he
was taken into custody he was leaving behind his
three-week old daughter Gita in her mother's lap.
Gita was to later become a novelist.

After the initial rounding off of leaders on
August 9, the brutal suppression continued for a
month and half and there was the proverbial lull
after the storm. But a whole lot of activity was
underway on the other side of the spectrum. This
vast network of underground activity was being
masterminded and carried out by the leaders of

the Congress Socialist Party. These activities had
truly an All India base.

All the top men of Indian Socialism were
spearheading the movement viz. Ram Manohar
Lohia. Achyut Patwardhan. Chhotubhai Puranik.
R.P. Goenka and, Biju Patnaik himself. There
were a few women activists also. Aruna Asaf Ali.
Sucheta Kripalini, Usha Mehta. Jaya Prakash
Narayan, who was socialists' last messiah, joined
later as he had escaped from the jail.

One of Quit India Movement's
underground leader Aruna Asaf Ali was Biju's
close confidant. They worked in close proximity.
Aruna Asaf Ali, originally Aruna Ganguli, was
seven years older than Biju. Like Biju, she was
influenced by Gandhi and Nehru. She belonged
to the brigade of underground leaders whom the
British could never arrest. Neither was she ever
willing to surrender before the British. For years,
from 1940 to 1946, she used to organise the
underground activities. Aruna Asaf Ali's glorious
moment came when she hoisted the tricolour on
Bombay's Gowalia Tank on August 9, 1942.

Two years before that, in 1940, she had
another moment of glory when, defying the British
intelligence, she flew on Biju's plane to a
destination the British could never know. She was
all throughout a rebel and never surfaced. All  her
clandestine activities were very much demanding
for the British. In 1940, when the British
Government declared a reward to forty thousand
rupees on her head little they did know that there
was a pilot in their company whose capacity to
meet the challenges was even greater than the
British.

There were other occasions when the
fugitive Aruna would often, concealing her identity,
stayed indoors at Biju's place in Cuttack. It was
only to the delight of Biju  and his fellow rebels
that British would never get an inkling of Aruna's
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hiding. In the process; the British used to keep a
constant survellinace on Biju's parental house in
Tulsipur.

In the midst of Quit India Movement
when it became an assertion of a sort for Biju
that India's independence was a mandate he could
not simply overthrow, he engrossed himself
completely in it. Biju's job was to carry the
underground leaders from one destination to the
other. This he did with greater ease and countless
were those flights.

While Biju was flying the leaders,
incognito, the other underground activities were
in the pattern of disrupting the communication by
blowing up buses and train lines. One important
underground activity of this time was the 'Congress
Radio'.

It was being operated secretly in
Bombay. Ram Manohar Lohia, the greatest of
the Socialists and Biju's ideologue was the man
who was having regular contacts on this radio.
This transmitter was discovered by the police and
were confiscated four months after the crack down
on the leaders of the Quit India Movement.

At the height of the Quit India Movement
Biju was a Chief Pilot of the Dalmia Jain Airways
and it was here that he mobilised fellow pilots
and sought their help in running the 'Underground
Directorate'. This 'Directorate' facilitated the free
flow of information between Bombay, Calcutta,
Delhi and Madras where a majority of the
activities of the leaders were being carried out.

In January 1943 Biju was performing one
such task when he flew Chakravarty
Rajagopalachari, the first and last Indian Governor
General of India, who was to meet Pandit Nehru
in Delhi. That was the last of the surreptitious
flights he undertook in the cause of India's
independence for almost half-a-decade.

Biju's role in flying the underground
leaders could not have simply escaped the notice
of the British authorities any longer. The British
bureaucracy was fully convinced that this Chief
Pilot of a 'Private airline' was the brain behind the
whole operation. It appointed a special task force
to unravel the identity of this 'dangerous' airman.
It, however, did not take many days for the British
authorites to establish the identity. Biju was caught
and arrested on January 13, 1943 in Delhi.

In between flying the leaders to unknown
places in a protective shield and worrying about
his ageing parents Biju was indeed leading a very
difficult time but the call of the struggle became
more important for him. One day while he was
busy chalking out plans with Jaya Prakash
Narayan that the news came of his father
Laxminarayan's death in February 1941. Fourteen
months later Biju's mother too passed away.

For Biju the victorious moment arrived
when he was being paraded on the streets of Delhi
handcuffed. That was the moment he was looking
forward to zealously. Biju was kept in the confines
of the Red Fort for a few months. Then he was
taken to Ferozepur Jail. Later on to Lahore and
finally to the Cuttack Jail. Months before India
attained independence he was released from
prison.

Source : Biju Patnaik : A Political Biography by
Bhaskar Parichha, New Delhi : Har-Anand Publication,
1995.

Bhaskar Parichha is a journalist.  He makes documentary
films and  lives at M/85, Baramunda Housing Board,
Bhubaneswar - 751003.
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Nonagenarian Poet and Freedom Fighter
Gour Chandra Mohapatra

Dr. Sarbeswar Sena

The 18th June, 1915 is the birthday of Sri Gour
Chandra Mohapatra, the noted freedom

fighter and litterateur. He is the youngest son of
Kanta Kabi Laxmikanta Mohapatra, younger
brother of Nityananda Mohapatra the freedom
fighter, litterateur and grandson of Choudhury
Bhagabat Prasad Samantray Mohapatra the
Zamindar of Talapada, Bhadrak and a freedom
fighter. Besides, Bhagabat Prasad was the
member of Bihar - Odisha Legislative Assembly
for thrice. The family of Bhagabat Prasad has
had a fine cultural heritage along with nationalism.
All the members of his family have contributed a
lot in the freedom movement. But Laxmikanta
was not a direct freedom fighter for his diseased
life but played a vital role in stimulating freedom
movement through his various patriotic songs.
Gour Chandra, his elder brother Nityananda,
grandfather Bhagabat Prasad, uncle
Kamalakanta and Hemendra, aunt Janhabi
Devi, Kokila Devi, uncle Mukunda Prasad Das
(the first speaker of Odisha Legislative Assembly)
and his eldest son advocate Gauragopal Das,
all are freedom fighters.

June is very auspicious month for both
Gour Chandra and Nityananda. The elder
brother Nityananda took birth on the 17th June
1912, the day of Nabakalebara of Lord Sri
Jagannath, whereas Gour Chandra was born

on the 18th day of June 1915. Both the brothers
are the known figure of history but Nityananda
was some steps ahead of Gour Chandra.
Nityananda had a spotless career as a freedom
fighter and politician. But Gour Chandra never
dreamt of any power in politics, though offers
were at his hands and he didn’t avail it. The cause
is very simple. Gour Chandra had planned his
life basing on the ideology of Gandhiji and
Biswakabi Rabindranath Tagore. He never
dissociated himself  from the path of Satya and
social services.

Gour Chandra completed his secondary
course at Bhadrak High School and achieved the
B.A. degree from Bhadrak College after
independence. He had also bagged B.Ed. degree
in summer course. After completion of the
freedom struggle tenure; he served as an assistant
teacher in a private school. Keeping aside this
teaching profession he managed the agriculture
and was deeply interested in gardening and
planting different varieties of flower plants. In the
later part of his profession he retired as a
Headmaster. At this old age he engaged himself
in rendering social services to the distress. Like
the pre independence period he used simple
clothing and except Khadi he never used any other
type of garments of modern fashion rather, he was
proud of our cultural values.
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Like many educated youths, Gour
Chandra joined the freedom movement and is also
contented to the maximum accepting the challenge
to fight against British Government though there
was every threat of losing life at the gun point of
British military personnel. Family background had
played the important role for his freedom struggle
life. Like his elder brother Nityananda joined the
Civil Disobedience Movement (1930). Inchudi,
the sea coast of the Bay of Bengal at Balasore
was tense for defying the salt law. This had a deep
impact in the mind of young Gour Chandra
Mohapatra. Atrocities of the police, Lathi
charge, firing, brutal behaviour to the Satyagrahis
irritated him and he promised to go against the
British Government. In 1932, he was arrested
with some of his friends for attending  the meeting
at Kunas, Bhadrak. The police arrested him and
he was set free with his another friend. From that
day he was stamped as a branded Satyagrahi
and needless to mention that he played a
remarkable role during the Quit India Movement
(1942). Behind his freedom struggle career, the
spirited and patriotic songs of Jatiya Kabi
Birakishore, Banchhanidhi and his father the
great lyricist Laxmikant had a magnificent impact.
This is worth mentionable that Gour Chandra
has not reached the height of glory by any career
except a true freedom fighter. His likeminded
friends and freedom fighters are Nilamani
Routray, the former Chief Minister of Odisha,
Dr. Nihar Ghosh and Kailash Mohanty.

The call of Mahatmaji, ‘Do or Die’
stimulated the fighting spirit and bravery of the
Satyagrahis. This movement called as the August
Revolution was launched on the 9th of August
1942 as the Congress Working Committee took
the said decision on the previous day. The police
arrested the frontline leaders. The atrocity of
police personnel was at the peak to suppress the

movement. Even if in the remote Moffusils police
started flag marching. The poem of
Banchhanidhi, “War started, the independence
war, who touched it became an untouchable” and
the patriotic songs (Acchaba Guhari and Gandhi
Budha) of Laxmikanta made the freedom fighters
hot blooded. The Satyagrahis took the law to
their hands and disconnected the Railway and
Telegraph lines and day to day life trend
hampered, at places police stations were burnt
and some British officers killed. That made the
police more violent and blood thirsty. They tried
to calm down the situation by hook or crook and
arrested the Satyagrahis and the suspected anti
British minded people on false allegations. Gour
Chandra was also arrested on some false
grounds like involvement in a murder case,
burning of police station of Bhandari Pokhari
and disconnection of telephone and railway line.

In 1942, during the festival season all the
preparations for worshipping Goddess Durga
were completed in the traditional manner in the
Mohapatra family, Talapada. The holy
atmosphere was polluted for the unfortunate event
created by the British personnel. Gour Chandra
was surrounded by some armed police.
Immediately they arrested him with hands
tightened by an iron chain and a strong rope
bound around the waist and held by a constable.
Then he was taken to Bhadrak followed by a
group of Harijans giving slogans, “Bharat Mata
Ki Jay”. Those Harijans were motivated by
Laxmikanta the father of Gour Chandra. He
was forced to go by walking, though the roads
were muddy with rain water. Those followers were
so enthusiastic that they covered three kilometres
i.e. Talapada to Dolosahi to bid farewell to their
loving nationalist Gour Chandra. The in charge
of Bhadrak police station Gaurang Mohanty
presented him before the S.D.O. Purna Chandra



227OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha Review ISSN 0970-8669

Mohanty and then he was sent to the Bhadrak
jail. Gour Chandra narrated his first jail
experience, “The prison cells were filled of, he
was transferred to another cell. Mohatab
Bhawan also was used as a prison and some
political prisoners were there. I had a meeting with
Sardar Murali Panda, the leader of Lunia
agitation. He admired my suggestion and
addressing me he told, Goura Babu ! they had
no opportunity of firing if your advice would have
been accepted. I and my uncle Hemendra had
suggested for transferring the movement from
Lunia to Bhadrak. So that picketing before the
court, capture of official documents would have
been possible. But that could not be possible.
Taking the advantage of the difference of opinion
among the villagers, the police fired, some were
dead and others injured.”1

From Bhadrak Gour Chandra was
transferred to Cuttack jail with the hands chained
and a strong rope around the waist and a constable
held the rope as if a wicked monkey was punished
by the master. Nobody thought him a political
prisoner rather the co-passengers, thought him a
hard core criminal, involved in robbery, theft or
murder. Later he came to know that he was
accused of involvement in offences like murder,
house burning, disconnecting railway line and theft
of telephone wire. Gour Chandra narrated the
moments before entering the Cuttack jail, “The
moment I entered the jail, there was a loud
utterance of different slogans which spread
around, ‘Inquilab-Zindabad, Bandemataram,
Mahatma Gandhiki Jai’ and I was welcomed
to the jail. I wanted to know the meaning of
‘Inquilab’. One of the prisoners narrated
humorously, the meaning of in, to enter, Kilab
means Kila (a pillar) and the total meaning was,
like them I am brought to the prison as a Kila for

the British Government”. From this the hatred that
developed against the Britons could be well
imagined. Gour Chandra narrated his other
experience, “Once the jailer called me to his office.
One gentleman looked to be his higher officer
behaved as if he knew me before, offered me a
seat with a smiling face. He intimated me that I
am promoted to the status of second class prisoner
from third class. Then he compelled me to write
down the statement that I gave before him, such
as I was not a member of Congress and entangled
in the conspiracy of Dwibedi murder case. I
wrote it but he again imposed on me to write,
what Mahatma Ghandi told was not good for
India. I vehemently opposed and did not write
the same. He became furious, I was not afraid of
him, after failure of persuasion he left the office
without further imposition. The next morning
Pandit Lingaraj Mishra the then editor of The
Samaj and a co-prisoner of ours wanted to know
that the C.I.D. officer told me. I narrated the whole
episode with the gesture of the C.I.D. officer  and
he went out of the office looking at me out of
anger. I narrated the whole episode with the
gesture exhibited by that officer and how I replied
with the same gesture of anger. Lingaraj Babu
appreciated my bravery and the prisoners present
demanded to repeat the same and I presented
the whole episode that made situation light and
humorous. We all relaxed.”

One memorable incident occurred in
Cuttack jail. On the 26th January, 1943, some
enthusiastic prisoners, cunningly arranged one tri
colour flag beforehand and hoisted it in the jail
premises and sang in chorus, ‘Jhanda Uncha
Rahe Hamara’. Immediately the siren roared and
Gour Chandra and other prisoners were
ruthlessly caned by the jail workers and were not
allowed to move outside even if in day time. In
protest to it the inmates of the jail went on fasting
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and Gour Chandra joined them but withdrew his
fasting for severe vomiting. Ultimately jailer was
undone and again allowed the prisoners the
sanctioned liberty of moving in the jail premises
as per rules. The Indian National Congress had
decided to observe the 26th of January as the
Independence Day. Accordingly the prisoners
observed it hoisting the tricolour flag on the same
day.

After some months, in Cuttack jail
premises he was trialed by a special court. The
police were unable to establish the charges against
him and he was acquitted. That proved the illegal
and unlawful steps taken by the police against the
Satyagrahis even if in the path of non violence of
Gandhiji. But on the spot Gour Chandra was
arrested under the Defence Act of India as a
security prisoner. It proved that the trial courts in
pre independence period were just a mockery
and the innocents were punished for their
legitimate demand for independence. After some
days he was transferred to Brahmapur central jail
and spent two years and bagged a handful of bitter
experience.

The central jail of Brahmapur witnessed
a very pathetic scene of the inhuman and barbaric
act of the British rule that the great patriot and
leader Laxman Nayak of Koraput hanged till
death being accused of false grounds like
conspiracy against the British Government and
murder of a British officer. That fatal day was the
29th August 1943.  Gour Chandra describes it
from his own experience, “Laxman Nayak is not
tortured. The date is announced for his hanging.
He is kept in a small cell with proper care. He is
kept aloof from us. In minor suffering like cold
and fever doctors are engaged for his relief.”  On
the day of hanging all the prisoners fasted and the
prison cells echoed with different patriotic slogans
by the prisoners. Some senior prisoners met

Laxman on the previous night and he claimed
that he was innocent and was in the path of non-
violence. How could he be a murderer ? He told,
“You see, I cannot die, rather the hanging rope is
to tear into pieces, I am alive and remain alive.”
His innocence had no impact on the blind British
law and he was hanged between 4 and 5 a.m.
and again Gour Chandra narrates his experience,
“We are watching from a distance, the whole body
of Laxman is wrapped with a piece of black cloth
and taken to the hanging spot. The prisoners are
reciting ‘Laxman Nayak Amar Rahe, Jinda
Rahe’. The situation is full of pathos. We cannot
see his hanging. We heard, making him stand on
a piece of wooden plank, the hanging rope tied
around his neck and the plank under his feet
removed. Within moments Laxman became a
martyr”. The jailer Mr. Nair returned from the
hanging spot as an efficient slave of the Britons.
An innocent national hero Laxman was in the
clutches of death, all the prisoners were just like
goats and there was no way out rather to shed
tears. This indicates how the nationalist were kept
silent during subservient period because the police
were more ferocious than the wounded tigress
for the Satyagrahis.

During the life of a security prisoner, Gour
Chandra had an opportunity of having the
company of some eminent freedom fighters. He
has expressed his feelings that he gathered staying
among them. “As I remember, my cell number
was perhaps nine, towards the end there are three
cots and the middle is meant for me, by my side
the beds of Pandit Lingaraj Mishra and of another
gentleman from Brahmapur, Appanna Rao are
there. Lingaraj Mishra is better known as the
nationalist of Satyabadi group. Acharya Harihara
Das the godly man very often comes to their beds.
There is another bed for Annasuya Pathak, the
Hindi preacher. All the prisoners obey Acharyaji
with great devotion and any meeting organised in
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the prison is presided over by him. He poses a
very commanding personality. When he comes
to us, all sorts of humour, laughter and light
merrymaking among the prisoners automatically
stop. Whereever he moves, all bow down before
him with love, affection and devotion. He speaks
a little, as if honey oozes out while speaking! One
prisoner Annasuya Pathak speaks, when
Acharyaji comes, he wants to embrace him and
do not want to be separated. All the prisoners
including Gour Chandra wanted him to be always
with them. That is a shining symbol of a man like
man and there is none in the prison of the stature
of Acharyaji.”

Gour Chandra became popular as a
caricaturist in Brahmapur jail. He was very often
requested by his friends to exhibit the exact
gesture of Acharya Harihar like how he was sitting,
laughing and the style of chewing a little quantity
of Gundi (A small bits of spices used in betel).
Gour Chandra was acting the exact style and that
created very humours and light situation. The
stress and strain of prisoners’ life relaxed for some
moments.

Brahmapur jail was an assembly of some
learned prisoners having special taste in various
cultural and social aspects. Among them some
were interested in literature, some in medical
treatment, some in Gandhian and Marxist
Philosophy and discussions were taking place in
different places among the prisoners. But
Nabakrushna Choudhury was discussing the
literature of Rabindranath Tagore. Gour Chandra
was attending all those classes. But one evening
Acharyaji found Gour Chandra behind him during
evening walk and addressed him, “Hello
Mahapatra ! What are you doing? Concentrate
in a single profession.” Gour Chandra was deeply
inspired and was keen in devoting his time in
literary creativity.

In Brahmapur jail, two hand written
magazines were coming out. One was ‘Bidusaka’
and the other was ‘Baijayanti’ which were edited
by the learned counsel Rajendra Panda of
Baragarh, and Jatiya Kabi Birakishore
respectively. All the writings of Gour Chandra
were published in those magazines and were
highly appreciated. He wrote the parody of
Manabodha Chautisha of Bhakta Charana Das
and that came out in Bidusaka. That was a fine
piece of art and Acharya Harihar was very much
impressed, which made him spontaneous to term
it as Manabodha Chautisha and that meant Mana
(mind), Bodha (to enter), that entered into the
mind.

Gour Chandra was glorified having the
company of Acharya Harihara and accepted him
as the most worshipped personality, a guide,
philosopher and well wisher. With a sense of
gratitude he expresses, “Just like to worship
Goddess Ganga with the sacred water of the
Ganges, I bow down near his feet and recollect
his valuable sermon ‘there is no other pilgrimage
rather than the association with the saints. No
doubt he is a great saint and freedom fighter.’

The literary activities of Gour Chandra
flourished from the prison cells. For him, there
was enough fuel in the pre independence life trend
to keep burning his literary feelings. The basic
aspects of his creativity were the scenario of the
oppressed society, impact of Gandhiji and Marx
on the mass and the protest against the atrocity
of British reign. Most part of his writings were
drenched with a stream of nationalism and that
was also marked with many freedom fighters of
his times. They observed the life from a near
distance which made them the observer-creator.

Contribution of Gour Chandra to Odia
literature is quite appreciable. Sashanara Chaka
Tale, Gaon Mati Dake, Harijan Gita (three
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poetry books), Aei Desha Mora Ghara, Ama
Gaon (children literature), Kichi Abhula Smruti
(essay), Seba Sangha (drama) and Jetiki Mane
Pade (autobiography) are some of his creative
credit. As he is a Gandhian freedom fighter, the
ideology and principles of Gandhiji are well
marked in most of his writings. The decline of
cultural value and deviation from the principle of
Gandhiji pained Gour Chandra. With agony he
writes, “You have said to return to the village,
have we returned ? Your thoughts are in words
but application is hindered. You said the poor to
get the pleasure of Swaraj Seva, works to
continue from cottage to cottage, all are to be
happy. For the development of the villagers money
flows, but the condition of poor is as usual.”

The autobiography Jetiki Manepade is
a valuable political and historical document. No
doubt it leads the future generation. Especially the
acquired knowledge of freedom struggle, active
participation in it, all sorts of social services like
environment, eradication of illiteracy, cleaning the
latrines and service to leprosy patients without
hatred are some of the salient features of the
autobiography. In addition to this condition of jails,
brutality of police, pathetic condition of the world
war affected people, money exploitation of the
British ruler are also the  real picture of the pre
independence society, that are found in the book
and an interested reader can have a bird’s eye
view on the freedom movement from 1930 to
1947.

Gour Chandra is still in fond of his native
village. The natural surroundings, peaceful leaving,
and the agricultural life with many festivals have
enchanted him. As if he is in true love with his
village Talapada and writes, “The earth has given
me birth, food to live, enormous strength in mind,
courage in heart, varieties of flowers and foods,
cold breeze, she is my mother and no one is like

her.” Nature has taken a nice shape in the books
of the writer. His family influence also has played
a vital role for his success. His father Laxmikant,
an unparallel lyricist, elder brother Nityananda
the wizard of political novels and he himself is a
noted writer. The foundation of nationalistic
literature was laid by the Kanta family of
Talapada.

The literary success of Gour Chandra
is rightly acknowledged by Odisha Sahitya
Academy. On the 6th May, 2012, he was
felicitated by the Culture Department of the
Government of Odisha. It has been rightly
inscribed on the copper award plate of high
admiration relating to his splendid creativity. The
epigraph is, “As a dedicated litterateur and
nonagenarian freedom fighter Gour Chandra
Mohapatra has devoted whole of his life and
continues his lustrous creativity. Odisha
Sahitya Academy acknowledges his immortal
creations and very proud of felicitating you in
this auspicious occasion.”

Mr. Mohapatra was really a modest
gentleman. His affection, love, fellow feeling,
helping nature and sacred personality has made
him a true patriot of special stature. The moment
we think of a spotless career of a freedom fighter,
the names like Gour Chandra and his elder brother
Nityananda automatically come to our memory.
Their unforgettable contribution to the war of
independence and literature has made the Odisha
history glorious. Really we owe a lot to those
freedom fighters and litterateur as well as the great
national heroes. They are alive and will remain
alive for all time to come.

Dr. Sarbeswar Sena, Reader in Odia, Karilopatana
College, Karilopatana, Kendrapara-754223.



231OCTOBER - 2022

Odisha Review ISSN 0970-8669

Life and Times of Fakirmohan Senapati

Jitendra Narayan Patnaik

A versatile genius who wrote novels, short
stories, poems, essays and school textbooks

as well as translated a number of Sanskrit classics
into Oriya, Fakir Mohan Senapati (1843-1918)
is an integral part of the cultural history of Orissa.
His relentless struggle to assert a distinct Oriya
identity in the face of the growing dominance of
Bengali and western cultures and
his immense contribution towards
the shaping of modern Orissa in
the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries have turned him into a
legendary hero of the Oriya race.

         Fakir Mohan Senapati was
born on 13 January 1843 in
Mallikaspur of Balasore town.
Forty years before he was born,
the British colonized Orissa.
About two decades before his
birth, the Christian missionaries
had already begun their
proselytizing activities in Orissa.
Thomas Macaulay's famous
'Minutes on Education," seeking to form "a class
of persons, Indian in blood and colour, but English
in taste, in opinion, in morals and in intellect," was
endorsed by the British in 1835. The English
Charity School, established in Cuttack in 1823,

was taken over by the East India Company in
1841. Thirteen years before Fakir Mohan was
born, the Brahmo Samaj was established and by
the time of his birth, many eminent Bengalis such
as Michel Madhusudan and Debendra Nath
Tagore had joined this reformist Hindu
organization. These were a few significant events

that preceded Fakir Mohan's
birth and he grew up in an
environment shaped by these
socio-political realities.

The Orissan Empire, which once
upon a time constituted the vast
land from the Ganga in the north
to the Canveri in the south, was
already disintegrated when the
British occupied the state in 1803
and was reduced to the three
districts of Cuttack, Puri and
Balasore. The Oriya-speaking
tracts were scattered over the
Bengal Presidency, Madras
Presidency and the Central

Presidency. The Oriya race was reeling under the
oppressive rule of the Moghuls and Marathas by
the time the British took over Orissa from the
Marathas in 1803. As  L.S.S.O'Malley observed
at that time in the Bengal Gazetteers, "In justice
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to the Orias it should be remembered that for ages
they have been a conquered nation, and that within
the last few centuries they suffered first in the
hands of the Moghuls and then of Maratha
conquerors. From the end of the 17th century
they were continually harried and oppressed, and
miserable as their lot had been under the Moghuls,
it was worse under the Marathas." But contrary
to the expectations of the Oriyas, things turned
even worse after the British occupation of Orissa.
Many bureaucrats and ordinary citizens of Bengal
turned rich overnight as they bought huge estates
in Orissa in throwaway prices, taking advantage
of the sunset law. Frequent changes in tenancy
and land revenue laws led to socio-economic
misery of the people that had caused the famous
Paik rebellion against the British in 1817-1818.
The worst consequence of the oppressive rule of
the British was the great famine of 1866, known
as Na'anka Durvikhya, so named because it
happened in the ninth regnal year of the then
Gajapati king of Puri. Thousands of people died
of starvation. Fakir Mohan has given a vivid
account of this famine in his Atma Jivan Charita
(autobiography): "As many as three million people
died in the space of one year. Nearly six million
people became homeless….Husbands and wives,
fathers and sons all were separated. They would
go from house to house begging for alms. But
who had a handful of rice to spare?" (English
Trans: Jatindra K. Nayak & Prodeepta Das, Story
of My Life. Bhubaneswar: Sateertha Publications,
1997, pp.25-26). The famine led to the migration
of hundreds of poverty-stricken Oriyas to cities
like Calcutta and Rangoon. Many Hindus
converted themselves into Christianity because,
as Fakir Mohan observes in his autobiography,
they were not accepted by the Hindu society as
they had been eating in the mercy camps organized
by the British. Fakir Mohan was twenty-three at
the time of this great famine.

The establishment of Calcutta University
in 1857 opened up opportunities for the Bengalis
to obtain the benefits of English education. These
educated Bengalis were appointed as high placed
government officials in Orissa and neighbouring
provinces. They dominated all aspects of Orissa's
life as doctors, professors, engineers, lawyers,
bureaucrats and traders. The Oriya race had to
face the agonizing experience of identity crisis.
The conspiracy of the Bengalis to oust Oriya
language and introduce Bengali as official language
in Orissa can best be revealed by the report of a
lecture by the famous Bengali scholar Rajendralal
Mitra published in Utkal Deepika of 13 March
1869: "Whoever is a well-wisher of Utkal will try
to substitute the language of Utkal with Bengali
language, because as long as the language of Utkal
is not abolished, the development of the state is
impossible." There were strong protests from
people of all walks of life in Orissa against the
views expressed in the book Udiya Swatantra
Bhasa Noi (Oriya is not a separate language)
written by Kantilal Bhattacharya, a teacher of Puri
Zila School. The two vociferous defenders of
Oriya language at that time of identity crisis were
Gouri Shankar Ray, Editor of Utkal Deepika, and
Fakir Mohan Senapati of Balasore. Fakir Mohan's
organized defence of the distinct status of Oriya
language antagonized him to the Bengalis. As he
recalls in his autobiography, "As a result of my
public lectures, writing in the periodicals and my
open criticism of these developments I became
an arch enemy of the Bengali establishment. I
aroused in them so much hatred that they would
not mention me by name; instead they would refer
to me as bastard ringleader" (Story of my Life,
p.38). As a result of the tireless efforts of Fakir
Mohan, the British government, on the
recommendation of the Commissioner
T.E.Ravenshaw, had to rescind its decision to
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withdraw Oriya language from the schools. With
the introduction of Oriya medium in the schools,
there arose an urgent need for Oriya textbooks.
Earlier, the missionaries had got a few Bengali
textbooks translated into Oriya. Fakir Mohan
himself wrote a few school textbooks in Oriya
including a book on arithmetic, another on Oriya
grammar and two volumes on Indian history that
were published by the Balasore Utkal Press in
1869-1870.

Though Fakir Mohan's ancestors
belonged to Cuttack district, his forefathers had
shifted to Balasore where Fakir Mohan was born
and brought up. He lost his father Laxman Charan
and mother Tulsi Dei in his early childhood. His
paternal grandmother, Kuchila Dei whom he called
Thakurma, brought him up. Fakir Mohan, whose
name was originally Braja Mohan, was an ailing
child, and his grandmother took an oath that if he
got cured of his illness on the blessings of a muslim
pir for whose offerings the child would go begging
as a Fakir (a muslim mendicant), she would name
him as Fakir Mohan. He joined the village primary
school, which was called Chatsali, at the age of
nine and then moved on to a free Parsi school at
Balasore, which had three Muslim teachers and
an Oriya Pundit who taught how to write letters
to the relatives and petitions for submission to the
courts. As Fakir Mohan remembers those days
in his autobiography, "No printed books other than
the Bible were available in Oriya those days. The
Mission Press at Cuttack was the only printing
press in Orissa. The missionaries ran a school at
Balasore, but only the Bible was taught there. No
Hindu student went there for fear of 'losing caste'
by reading printed books" (Story of My Life,
p.10).

Fakir Mohan grew up in the face of dire
poverty, and circumstances forced him to give up

his studies to work as an apprentice in the sail-
stitching business of his uncle. Those days,
Balasore was an important centre of shipping
trade. As Fakir Mohan recounts, "About five to
six hundred ships were at sea, seventy-five
percent of these carrying salt, and the rest carrying
cargo, to places such as Rangoon, Madras,
Colombo and islands in the sea." (Story of My
Life, p.11). Fakir Mohan was engaged to
supervise the work of hundreds of tailors who
were employed to stitch the sails, and in his spare
time, he himself had to stitch some of them. When
the shipyard was closed down, Fakir Mohan's
uncle got him engaged in a salt-manufacturing unit.
During that time Balasore thrived on the
manufacture and marketing of salt. In the office
of the salt unit where Fakir Mohan worked,
Bengali, Parsi and Oriya languages were used.
But this unit too was wound up soon.

In 1862, Fair Mohan joined a school in a
neighbouring village named Barabati where he
topped the class at the end of the year and was
promoted to the next higher class. But he had to
leave the school after about five months because
he could not afford to pay the paltry amount of
four annas as school fees. Thus that was the end
of his schooling. He mentions in his autobiography
about the Oriya Pundit of the school who was "in
the habit of explaining extremely simple statements
in Oriya in terms of very difficult Sanskrit
equivalents" (Story of My Life, p.14). Soon after
leaving the school, he was appointed as a teacher
in that same school in 1863 on a monthly salary
of two and a half rupees which was raised to four
rupees after two months. That year, Radhanath
Ray who later turned out to be a pioneering
modern poet of Orissa, passed the entrance
examination, which he took at Calcutta. Since he
was the first boy from Balasore to have passed
the entrance examination, "the day the news
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reached the Balasore cutcherry it created a
sensation. For the clerks it became a topic of
conversation" (Story of My Life, p.16). In 1864,
Rev. A. Miller, the secretary of the Balasore
Mission School, appointed Fakir Mohan as the
headmaster on a monthly salary of ten rupees.
Miller had to appoint Hindu teachers because
Christian teachers were not available, though he
believed that Hindus, the idol-worshippers, were
incarnations of devil, liars and wicked. In meetings
in public places, he would speak of Lord
Jagannath as a mere piece of wood and declare
that by worshipping him, one would go to hell.
Whoever protested was lashed out with a whip.
During the eight years of his tenure as headmaster
of Barabati School, Fakir Mohan had many
encounters with British missionaries and
bureaucrats, but the most memorable one was
with John Beams about whom he writes in his
autobiography, "All my worldly prosperity I owe
only to John Beams. I shall remember his holy
name to my dying day. He used to tell everyone
that I was a patriot and I would contribute a lot
to the country" (Story of My Life, p.23). Beams
was a learned man who knew eleven languages
and was liked by both the Englishmen and the
natives. At that time he was engaged in writing a
book entitled Comparative Grammar of Indian
Languages and Fakir Mohan assisted him in the
compilation of this book. During his tenure as
headmaster of Balasore Mission School, Fakir
Mohan worked for the spread of women's
education and for the preservation and
development of Oriya language and literature.
During this time he came in contact with two other
illustrious sons of Orissa: Radhanath Ray, a native
of Balasore and Madhusudan Das, who was then
a teacher in Balasore Zila School.

Fakir Mohan married Leelavati Devi in
1856 when he was only thirteen. She died when

he was twenty-nine. About Leelavati, Fakir
Mohan says, "She was cruel, conceited and was
always opposed to me…The bitterness of my
domestic life gave me more pain than my childhood
illness." (Story of My Life, p.41). In summer 1871,
he again married Krushna Kumari Dei about
whom he says, "It seemed as if God had sent me
Krushna Kumari to relieve me of all my miseries
and bring me happiness and prosperity. She was
endowed with truthfulness, loyalty to her husband,
and all virtues. She felt it her uppermost duty to
take loving care of me and respect every wish of
mine. She was only eleven at the time of our
marriage. When she died in 1894 leaving behind
a son and a daughter, my life became empty"
(Story of My Life, p.41).

During his tenure as headmaster in the
Balasore Mission School, Fakir Mohan and five
other friends including the poet Radhanath Ray
founded an association for the development of
Oriya literature and in 1868, with Fakir Mohan's
initiative, a printing press named P.M.Senapati &
Co Utkal Press was set up at Balasore. Earlier in
1837, the Mission Press at Cuttack had been set
up and in 1866, the Cuttack Printing Company
had been established. Initially, Fakir Mohan
bought an almost defunct machine from the
missionaries of Midnapur and later replaced it with
a Super Royal Albino printing machine brought
from Calcutta. The press ran smoothly and the
executive of the company decided to bring out a
fortnightly. "It would be called Bodhadaini ebam
Balasore Sambad Bahika," Fakir Mohan writes
in his autobiography, "the former part would be
literary and the latter would carry news" (Story
of My Life, p.34). Earlier in 1866, the Cuttack
Printing Company brought out Utkal Deepika, a
literary magazine. The magazine from Fakir
Mohan's press could not continue for long
because contributors were hard to find and Fakir
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Mohan could hardly afford enough time to look
after his job, the press and the magazine.  The
establishment of a printing press was however an
exciting event in and around Balasore. As Fakir
Mohan remembers in his autobiography, "People
from afar kept coming for two or three months to
see the printing as if it was as exciting as the Car
Festival. Zamindars came in palanquins from
remote villages to see our press" (Story of my
Life, p.33). The press also won appreciation from
the Commissioner Ravenshaw Sahib and the
Collector Bignold Sahib.

In 1871, Fakir Mohan joined as Dewan
of the princely state of Nilgiri on the
recommendation of John Beams, the Collector
of Balasore and thus embarked on a long career
of about twenty-five years as an administrator in
different places. On Fakir Mohan's performance
in the post of Dewan, John Beams commented,
"The Mission School was conducted by one of
the best specimens of an Oriah I have ever seen,
Baboo Fakeer Mohan Senapaty. He has,
however, left it for the better post of dewan to
the Rajah of Neelghery, in which capacity I am
glad to see he is carrying out improvements
introducing those principles of honesty and justice
which he has imbibed from the teachings of Mr.
Smith" (General Administrative Report, Orissa
Division, 1872). During his service in Nilgiri, Fakir
Mohan introduced a number of welfare measures
such as construction of a road, setting up of a
market and a Sanskrit school. But in 1875,
following a mass rising against the king and
because of the king's displeasure for disagreeing
with him on the question of succession to the
throne, Fakir Mohan resigned. After a brief spell
as auditor in the Collectorate at Cuttack, he joined
as dewan of Dompara state in 1876. The state
was plagued by a mass rebellion against the king

on the issue of tax on the lands and the king had
almost left the state and lived in Cuttack and
Calcutta. Fakir Mohan was able to bring about a
compromise between the king and the people.
After an eventful tenure of about one year, he was
appointed as assistant manager of the Dhenkanal
state in 1876. The king of Dompara was reluctant
to relieve him, but the commissioner did not relent.
On the eve of his leaving Dompara, the king
presented five thousand rupees to enable him to
construct a house in Cuttack. The king also
presented him with a special inkpot about which
he wrote many years later, "The special inkpot is
still with me and will remain with me till the last
day. I am using the very inkpot now. All my poems
and novels have been written with the ink from
this inkpot" (Story of My Life, p.62).

In 1877, Fakir Mohan joined as assistant
manager of Dhenkanal state. As he confesses in
his autobiography, "While in Dompara I was
successful in everything, in Dhenkanal just the
reverse happened" (Story of My Life, p.63). With
transfer of Beams Sahib from Orissa, those who
were jealous of his intimacy with him hounded
him. The manager of the Dhenkanal state
fabricated false charges against him and many
anonymous letters were sent to the commissioner
accusing him of bribery. Fakir Mohan resigned
his job at Dhenkanal in 1883. He was taken ill
while at Dhenkanal and he recovered slowly by
the time he joined as dewan of Daspalla state in
1884. By that time he had completed translating
the seven cantos of the Ramayan and had started
translating the Mahabharata, which was completed
in 1902. Fakir Mohan left Daspalla in 1886 and
worked in the Pallahada state for about a year
before he joined as manager of the Keonjhar state
where he had the terrible experience of being held
captive by the rebel Bhuiyan tribes. Fakir Mohan
left Keonjhar in 1892 and joined for the second
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time as dewan of Dompara in 1894. During this
second spell of service at Dompara, his wife
Krushna Kumari passed away. He was forced to
give up his job at Dompara in 1896 following
grave charges of financial irregularity against him.

The most creative and eventful phase of
Fakir Mohan's life began after he settled down at
Cuttack in 1896. He wrote most of his last poems
during 1896-1905, published a translation of the
Upanishads and Rebati, the first story in Oriya
language. He wrote two of his four novels-Cha
Mana Atha Guntha and Lachama-during this
period. In 1898, Fakir Mohan attended the
Madras convention of the Indian National
Congress as well as the monotheist convention
of the Brahmo Samaj as a delegate from Balasore.
During his stay at Cuttack, he had developed an
intimate relationship with two of his contemporary
literary luminaries: Radhanath Ray and
Madhusudan Rao. In1905, Fakir Mohan returned
to his native house at Mallikaspur of Balasore and
lived there for the rest of his life. Though he spent
a substantial part of his life in various places for
earning his livelihood, he always felt nostalgic about
his native place. After he returned to Mallikaspur,
he set up a beautiful garden and called it
Shantikanan. Fakir Mohan spent the last years of
his life in utter loneliness with no close relative to
look after him while he suffered from acute
physical pain and ailments of various sorts. During
this last phase of his life, he wrote most of his
short stories, the last two of his four novels, Mamu
and Prayaschita, and a long poem entitled
Boudhavatara. He completed writing his
autobiography, Atma Jivan Charita, in 1918 and
it was published posthumously in 1927. This is
not only the first Oriya autobiography, but also a
faithful document of the social and cultural ethos
of his time. In 1916, Suratarangini Saraswat

Samiti of Bamanda honoured Fakir Mohan with
the title Saraswati. During the last days of his life,
Nandakishore Bal, the renowned poet, who was
posted as headmaster of Balasore Zila School,
stayed in his house for a few days and such eminent
Oriyas as Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das, Pandit
Nilakantha Das and Pandit Godavarish Mishra
met him at his residence.

In 1917, Fakir Mohan presided over the
annual conference of Utkal Sammilani, which was
set up to fight for the unification of all Oriya
speaking tracts into a separate province of Orissa.
In that same year he presided over the annual
conference of Utkal Sahitya Samaj at Cuttack,
and spent three days in the company of teachers
and students in the Satyavadi Vana Vidyalaya
founded by Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das. Earlier,
towards the end of 1915, as Fakir Mohan recalls,
"Gopabandhu Das, who was a member of the
Bihar-Orissa Council, spent two days with me
on his way home from Calcutta. When he was
about to take leave, I noticed that he stood still,
looking at me, tears rolling down his cheeks. He
collected himself moments later and said, 'After
two days here, I can see that you are very weak,
helpless and lonely'" (Story of My Life, p.122).
Fakir Mohan breathed his last on 14 June 1918
after a prolonged illness. There was no close
relative beside him at the time of his death. It is
said that the pallbearers performed the funeral
rites. Even the place of his cremation was not
known until one of his contemporaries identified
it in 1983.

Jitendra Narayan Patnaik lives at C-114 (HIG),
Baramunda, Bhubaneswar-751003.




