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CHAPTER IX
ECONOMIC TRENDS

Agriculture is the main occupation and the chief source of liveli-
hood of the people in the district. Paddy, Kodo, Ragi, and pulses
are grown abundently. The plain area of Nawapara  subdivision
which stretches southward up to Bhawanipatna and then westward
through Junagarh to Dharamgarh running  further south up to the
border of Koraput district with rugged hills here and there is almost
like a valley and fertile for cultivation. It is occupied largely by the
Kaltuyas who are capable agriculturists. A certain number of
Kandhas are also to be met with who have left their hill fastnesses
and settled down to plough cultivation. The hill tracts or Dangarla,
as they are locally called, belong to the main line of the Eastern
Ghat with about 12192000 metres high in elevation and contain rich
mineral deposits like manganese, graphite, bauxite, etc., and provide
occupation to the people of the district in mining and quarrying.
About 3978 sq. km. of the total land area of the district are covered
with forests which provide occupation to the people for nearly four
to five months in the year. The Adivasi people of the district are
largely ~benefited by the forest produce, namely, timer, bamboo,
broomgrass, Mahua flower, Sabaigrass, Kendu leaf, etc. The
Bhulias and Kostas are both weavers who earn their livelihood by
weaving cotton and tusser silk fabrics. The Pandras, a section of
the caste of Mali, earn their livelihood by the sale of parched rice.
The Bangtias earn their livelihood by catching fish, though they

also occasionally cultivate land. The Kandras are basket-makers
working in bamboo.

The Feudatory States of Orissa, by L. E. B. Cobden -Ramsay,
gives an analytical picture of the livelihood pattern of the ex-State
of Kalahandi in the beginning of the 20th century according to which
766 per cent of the total population lived on agriculture, 16'9 per
cent on industry, 0°94 per cent on personal and domestic service, 0-79
per cent on State and village service, 0°32 per cent on profession and
0°25 per cent on commerce,

The Census of 1951, ascertained the “economic status” and the
means of livelihood” of persons. On the foregoing basis, people
were divided into two broad livelihood categories, viz., the agricul-
tural classes and the non-agricultural classes. In the district there
were 858,781 persons of which 724,969 persons belonged to the

agricultural  classes and 133,812 persons to the non-agricultural

Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha



Self-supporting Non-carning Earning dependants
Livelihood Classes and dependants
Sub-Classes ———A \ , A= y I A -
Males Females Males  Females Males Females
M @ ©)] @ &) 6) 9
1. Agricultural Classes : 161,142 39,588 159,898 261,206 39,260 63,875

1I.

ECONOMIC TRENDS

classes.  Among the agricultural classes :re includ:d (a) cultivators
of land, wholly or mainly owned, and their dependants, (b) culti-
vators of land, wholly or mainly unowned, and their dependants,
(c) cultivating labourers and their dependants and (d) non-culti-
vating owners of land and their dependants, and agricultural rent-
receivers and their dependants. The non-agricultural classes
comprised persons including their dependants who  derived their
principal means of livelihood from (a) production (other than
cultivation), (b) commerce, (¢) transport, and (d) other services,
and miscellaneous sources. The above eight livelihood classes were
divided each into three sub-classes ; namcly, sclf-supporting persons,
non-carning dependants, and earning dependants in order to indicate
their economic status.

The following figures show the livelihood pattern and  economic
status of persons, as classified in the Census of 1951.

(a) Cultivators of land 111,024 18,720 115,199 195,167 26,867 41,556

wholly  or mainly
owned and their
dependants.

(h) Cultivators of land 10,162 1,305 10,120 16,141 3,415 6,828

wholly  or mainly
unowned and their
dependants.

(¢) Cultivating labou- 39,305 19,317 33,939 48,731 8,793 15,234
rers and their depen-
dants.

(d) Non-cultivating own- 651 246 640 1,167 185 257
ers of land, agricul-
tural rent receivers ;
and their depen-
dants,

Non-Agricultural 30,816 9,406 26,426 43,145 7,709 16,310
Classes.

(a) Production  (other 9,503 2,410 7,676 13,255 2,291 3,597
than cultivation).

(b) Commerce .. 3,639 1,442 2,902 5,125 693 1,761
(¢) Transport .. 322 9 254 314 67 42

(@) Other Services and 17,352 5,545 15,594 24,451 4,658 10,910
Miscellaneous sour-
ces.
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During 1954-55 an economic sample survey* was undertaken for the
rural population of the district in which the family was taken as a unit,
The survey showed that 932 per cent were agricultural families. Of
the agricultural families, 68'2 per cent belonged to the class of culti-
vators of land wholly owned, 2'4 per cent were cultivators of land
unowned, 0'1 per cent were mnon-cultivating owners, 22'5 per cent were

agricultural labourers, and 0'04 per cent did not come in any of these
classes.

The non-agricultural classes were divided into four main occu-
pational groups. Of the total non-agricultural families 0-7 per cent
derived their major source of income by working as labourers, 0°6 per
cent from trade, 40 per cent from production other than cultivation,
and 1'4 per cent from service and other professions. In comparison
with the occupational figures of the Census of 1951 this survey indicated,
more or less, the same number of persons engaged in different occupations.

In 1961, there were 458,968 wotkers in the district which constituted
45'5 per cent of the total population. Besides, there were 550,686
persons treated as non-workers. Of the total working popu-
lation 270,512 persons were engaged as cultivators and 96,117 persons
as agricultural labourers. Besides, 2,453 porsons were engaged in mining
and quarrying, 26,803 persons in household industry, 893 persons in
manufacturing other than household industry, 533 persons in const-
ruction work, and 6,060 persons in trade and commerce. In transport,
storage and communication 670 persons were engaged. There were
54,927 persons who followed other avocations not enumerated above.

The total number of workers in 1971 was 380,978 which coastituted
33:4 per cent of the total popuvlation. The male and female workers
respectively accounted for 60°5 and 67 per cent of the total male and
female population. In 1961 the total number of workers made up 45°5
per cent of the total population and the male and female workers respec-
tively constituted 631 and 28-2 per cent of the corresponding total popu-
lation.

In the total working population, cultivators, agricultural labourers,
and other residual workers respectively accounted for 52'7, 313 and
16:0 per cent in 1971. The corresponding figures for 1961 were 58°9,
21°0 and 20'1 per cent. The reason for the sharp decline in the parti-
cipation rates especially among females could partly be attributed to the
change in the definition of workers adopted for 1971 Census as compared
to that of 1961. According to 1971 definition, a man or woman who
was engaged primarily in household duties or a student attending an
institution, even if such a person helped in the family economic activity
but not as full-time worker, was not treated as a workar for the main

1. Economic Survey of Orissa, Volume, I, by Dr. Sadasiv Misra
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activity. Application of this test resulted in non-inclusion, particularly
in the rural arcas, of a large number of house-wives and students as
workers in 1971 Census although they were classified as such in 1961,

The following table shows the number of workers according to  the
categorics of workers as classified in the Census of 1971.

Catcgories of workers Males Females

) 2 3
Cultivators 197,295 6,780
Agricultural Labourers .. 107,524 14,743
Livestock, Forestry, Fishing, Hunting and Plantations, .. 4,650 532

Orchards and Allied activities

Mining and Quarrying . 25 15

Manufacturing, Processing, Servicing and Repairs —

(a) Household Industry .. 7,725 3,013

(M) Other than Houschold Industry .. 2,819 733
Construction .. 1,156 65
Trade and Commerce - . 5,513 1,403
Transport, Storage and Communication .. 1,967 123
Other services .. 19,599 5,298
Non-workers .. 230,656 552,235

Foodgrains are cheapest immediately after the harvest and are
dearest immediately before the harvest. Prices are also lower or
higher according to the nature of the harvest, Besides, if population
increases, as has been happening, and production of food crops does not
keep pace with it, prices must rise, obviously because the same food has
more mouths to feed, The opening of the railway and the roadways
also marked an epoch in the economic history of the district due to
a brisk export trade of rice and pulses with different parts of India.

In the beginning of the 20th century, rice and foodgrains were cheap,
and when the price of common rice rose to 12:130 kg. per rupee, prices
were held to be high. The three years, from 1905 to 1907, during which
there was an exceptionally brisk export trade, the average price of rice,
green-gram, wheat, sesamum seed, mustard seed, wrid, gram, kodo,
arhar, mandia and salt was 16'175 kg., 12:440 kg., 100575 kg. 21°770 kg.,
16175 kg., 14:300 kg., 14'300 kg., 27370 kg., 14930 kg., 21:170 kg.,
and 11-200 kg., per rupee respectively. The above price level remained,
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more or less, stationary for a few years. In 1912, rice and Mandia the
staple food of the people, were available at 12.130 kg. to 16:800 kg. and
20527 kg. to 29'857 kg. per rupee respectively. Pulses, such as, green-
gram, black-gram, kandula, and gram were sold at 16-800 kg., 14930 kg.,
18'660 kg., and 18660 kg. per rupee respectively. In the next year, the
price of green-gram, black-gram, kandula and gram rose considerably
due to poor harvest and were available at 7465 kg., 9°100 kg., 13:063 kg.
and 13:063 kg. per rupee respectively. This price level was maintained
for a period of three years with slight fluctuations.

In 1917-18 the price level showed an upward trend which reached
at a climax in the next year (1918-19). The price of rice aid Mandia,
the staple food of the people, rose from 18660 kg per rupee in
September, 1918 to §:864 kg. in March, 1919, and 23'325 kg. per rupee
in April, 1918 to 11°662 kg. in March, 1919, respectively. During the
above period the price of green-gram, black-gram, kandula and gram
also rose abnormally and were available at 4200 kg., 4'665 kg., 5600 kg.,
and 7465 kg. per rupee respectively. Inthe early part of 1919 rumours
on coming scarcity of foodgrains caused great anxiety among the
people as a consequence of which price of foodgrains rose still higher.
So, pecuniary and paddy loans were given to the people by the ex-State
Rulers at a nominal rate of interest. As a special concession, on the
occasion of a special Durbar held on the 25th October, 1919, the
Ruler ordered for complete remission of interest for one year of all
the taccavi loans advanced during the year. As a redress to the poor
people the rate of interest on paddy loan for the subsequent years
was reduced from 25 per cent to 20 per cent.  Ar appeal was made to
the local mahajans and sahukars to provide relief to the poorer section
of the people. As a result of these measures people were able totide
over a very critical period without much hardship.

However, in 1921 the price level decreased considerably and rice
and mandia the principal food of the people, were available at 16795 kg.
to 14930 kg. and 27-059 kg. to 22.392 kg. per rupee respectively.
The rate of green-gram, black-gram, kandula, and gram also decreased
slightly. During the three years, from 1922 to 1924, there was a general
improvement in the price of cereals and the average price of rice, mandia,
green-gram, black-gram, kandula and gram was 17-500 kg., 25195 kg,
13063 kg. 11200 kg., 14930 kg, and 18660 kg., per rupee,
respectively. The price level of the above period was maintained till
1929 with the exception of rice which rose to 107730 kg. per rupee
in 1929. In the next year, there was a general improvement in the price
of most of the articles over those in the preceding year. The maximum
and the minimum price of rice and mandia were 25195 kg. and
14930 kg., and 29860 kg. and 22392 kg. per rupee respectively.

Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha



ECONOMIC TRENDS 231

The price level of pulses was also decreased and green-gram, black-gram,
gram and wheat were available at 18-660 kg., 18600 kg.. 21'460 kg,
and 14930 ke., per rupee respectively. Then came the scrious  slump
when the price of rice dropped down to 19:393  kg. in 1932-33, and
20526 kg. in 1935-36 per rupcee.

In 1941-42, there was a phenomenal rise in the prices of agricul-
tural produces resulting from the activitics of the speculators on accouant
of the Sccond World War. The maximum and minimum  quantity of
vice available per rupee was 12130 kg. and 10264 kg. respectively.
The price of mandia varied between 29.857 kg. to 14.930 kg. per rupee.
The price of pulses also rose and green-gram, black-gram, kandula
and gram were available at 9-330 kg, 10°264 kg., 10:264 kg. and 12'130 kg.
per rupee respectively. It was expected that with the end of the
War the general food situation would improve. Buat, it did nof, and
the pice level continued to rise gradually, without any prospect of
recession.

In the Post-Independence period there has been a phenomenal — Post-Inde-
risc in the price of agricultural commoditics. In 1950, the wholesale CL',];(‘,C(? ce
price of rice, wheat, maize, and gram was 3'5kg., 2°1 kg, 32 kg,
and 2.1 Kkg., per rupee respectively,  This trend of the price
level was maintained with slight fluctuations up to 1953, after which
there was a marked rise in the price of foodgrains. In 1956 rice, wheat,
black-gram and green-gram were sold at 2.5 kg., 2.7 kg., 2.6 kg., and
31 kg, per rupee respectively. During the four years, 1957 to 1960,
the price of rice remained constant while the price of wheat, black-gram
and green-gram fluctuated slightly. Since 1962, there was an abnormal
rise in the price of foodgrains and rice, wheat, black-gram, and green
gram were available at 208 kg., 1'7 kg., 1'6 kg. and 15 kg per rupee
respectively. In the next year, the price of rice, wheat, black-gram,
and green-gram still rose higher and were available at 0°833 kg.,
0909 kg., 00724 kg. and 0'775 kg. per rupee respectively. However,
from 1964 to 1970 the price level decreased in certain commodities in
comparison to the price level of 1963. The following table shows
the price level of some important commodities during the period:

Quantity in kilograms available per rupec
A

Commoditics ’ YEARS )
r A k]
1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970
Rice .. 17700 1'500 1300 1250 1250 1250 1250
Wheat .. 2000 1900 1’700 2000 1'800 1'500 1:333
Green-gram .. 1000 0835 0835 0500 0500 0500 0500
Black-gram .. 11300 11400 1080 1'000 1000 1000 0750

L]
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In 1971 the price level rose upward and rice, wheat ragi, green-gram,
and black-gram were available at 0.909 kg., 0.833 kg., 1.600 kg., 0.588 kg.
and 0.666 kg. per rupee respectively. In the next year, the price of rice,
wheat, green-gram and black-gram still rose higher and were sold at
0.769 kg., 0.800 kg., 1.250 kg., 0.385.kg. and 0'455 kg. per rupee
respectively. In 1973 the price of paddy and rice remained constant
while the price of green-gram and black-gram rose by 12.5 per cent
and 20 per cent respectively in comparison to the price level of 1972.
In March, 1974 the price level of foodgrains, oil, vegetables and
miscellaneous goods rose steeply and the retail price of common rice,
wheat, green-gram,  black-gram, horse-gram (Kulthi), Bengal-gram
(Bunt), cocoanut oil, mustard oil, ground-nut oil, brinjal, potato,
pumpkin and onion was Rs.1'40, Rs1'05, Rs.2'75, Rs.1"75, Rs. 125,
Rs.2'60, Rs.18:00, Rs.11°00, Rs 900, Re. 0'75, Re.0-90, Re.0'80 and
Re.0'90 per kilogram respectively. In 1975, in the Dharamgarh
Tahsil, paddy, rice and wheat were available at Rs.100, Rs.225 and
Rs.150 per quintal respectively. In the Lanjigarh Tahsil, paddy,
rice, green-gram and black-gram were available at Rs.110:00 Rs. 275-00,
Rs.225:00 and Rs.17500 per quintal respectively. In Nawapara
Tahsil, rice and wheat were sold at Rs.250°00 and Rs. 150°00 per
quintal respectively. In June 1976, the price of rice, wheat, black-
gram, green-gram, and Kulthi as available in the district was Rs. 160,
Rs.150, Rs.200, Rs.240 and Rs.150 per quintal respectively. The price
of salt, meat and fowl during the same period was Re..0:25, Rs. 800
and Rs.10°00 per kilogram respectively. Egg was available at Re. 0:40
each. The price of kerosene and cow milk was Rs. 1'37 and Rs. 200
per litre respectively.

The majority of the working class people in the district earn their
livelihood by being employed in farm and non-farm occupations. It
would be arbitrary to draw a water-tight division between them, since
many of the labourers engage themselves in farm work and non-farm
work at different times in the year. Agriculture being seasonal in
character, this is a normal feature of the rural economy. In the urban
areas, however, the skilled labourers have adopted specialised
occupations.

Moreover, for a considerable part of the year the rural labourers
do not find any employment. As such, the daily wage which he earns
is notaproper indication of his total income. In the district the system
of payment of wages is also largely primitive in character. In many
places wages are paid in kind in terms of paddy. If such wages remain
unchanged on account of tradition, in spite of rise in prices, they would

Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha



ECONOMIC TRENDS

be beneficial to the worker. Over very short periods, wages in kind do remain
unchanged, but since the Second World War with the rise in prices
wage-rates in kind have also been frequently revised.

In the beginning of the 20th century labour was almost entirely
paid for in kind and averaged about Re.0'12 per day for a2 man and
Re.0:09 for a woman. There were three classes of ficld labour,
viz., Bahabandha, Barshikia, and Bhutiar. The Bahabandhas took an
advance of money from their employer and did not leave his service
until the amount was paid. They received one puti (74648 kilo-
grams) of paddy per mensum, and on the occasion of the Paush
Purnima a gift of four putis (2'98 quintals) of paddy and three pieces
of cloth. Barshikias were labourers engaged in the month of Magha
(January-February) for one year. The usual rate was Rs.4 par
annum and one puti (74648 kilograms) of paddy psr mensum, and
at the close of the year four putis (2'98 quintals) of paddy. The
Bhutiars were day labourers who received two mans (7464 kilograms)
of paddy daily. Skilled labourers received comparatively high wages,
as it was all imported. A mason got Re.0:50 to Re.0'75 per day,
a carpenter Re.0'37 to Re.0'75 per day, a blacksmith Re.0'37 to
Re.0'75 per day, a brick-layer Re.0'31 to Re.0'37 per day, a brick-
moulder Re.025 to Re.0:37 per day, a sawyer Re. 0°37 per day, a
bamboo basket and mat maker Re.0'19 per day, a painter Re 037
per day and a tailor Re.0'88 per day.

The above wage level remained constantfor a short period after
which it increased and towards 1912 a male labourer could get Re.
0.25 or 3'732 kg. of rice for putting labour for eight hours a day.
A female labourer could get Re.0°15 or 1'4 kg. of rice for the same
hours of work. The Settlement Report of 1912-13, estimated the
total remuneration of the Barshikia as Rs.250 per annum.

In 1929 the abolition of Bethi and Begari raised inits wake demand
for labour and the landless people experienced no difficulty in finding
employment in various public works of the ex-State and the construc-
tion work of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway within the ex-State of Kala-
handi. In 1940, Begar and Rasad systems were abolished. The
custom of Bahabandha which was a compulsory engagement of a man
as servant for the debts contracted by his perents during his minority
was abolished. These progressive measures were a source of great
relief to the poor people.
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In 1942, a male labourer got Re. 025 per day. In 1945 the wage
of a male labourer rose to Re. 0°37 per day. In 1946, the total remunera.
tion of an attached Ilabourer was estimated at Rs. 250 annually as
follows :—

Rs.
(a) Uden (cash payment in advance) . 5000

(b) One putti of paddy monthly valued at the rate of Rs. 13 156:00
per putti for 12 months.

(c) Cost of 3 pieces of cloth .. 9-00

(d) Payment of 2 putis of paddy at harvest time at the rate of 26°00
Rs.13 per puti.

(e) Miscellanecous payment .. 900

Total .. 25000

An economic sample survey was conducted during the period
October 1954 to September, 1955, by the Government of Orissa in  which
the family was taken as a unit. It was observed that in the rural
economy the chief source of livelihood of a large number of families
was wages earned from farm and non-farm occupations. According
to this survey 93-2 per cent of the families in the district belonged to the
agricultural classes of which 22'5 per cent were agricultural labourers
and 68 per cent of the families belonged to the non-agricultural
classes of which 0°7 per cent were non-agricultural labourers. Thus
about one-fourth of the total number of families of the district consti-
tuted the labouring class. As regards their mode of employment
6542 per cent were employed as daily labourers. Labourers engaged
on weekly, monthly and annual terms constituted 28 per cent, 374

per cent, and 2804 per cent Tespectively. A labourer, on the average,
got work for 268 days a year.

In i§ a well-known fact that agricultural labour constitutes the
lowest income group in the community. In 1951 the average daily
wage of a male labourer was Re. 0'75. Women and children compara-
tively got lesser wages. This wage level continued for a short period
after which it rose considerably. In 1956, the skilled Ilabourers such
as, carpenter and blacksmith got Rs. 300 and Rs. 2-87 per day re;pecti-
vely. Among field labourers men, women and children got Rs. 102
Re. 0'87, and Re. 0'49 per ddy respectively. A herdsman whose worl;
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is grazing the cattle got Re. 075 per day. Other agricultural labourers,
such as, those who water fields, carry loads, and dig wells, etc., were
paid at Re.l.00 per day. The halias got Rs.250'00 annually. The
income of a halia was, no doubt, insufficient to maintain his family.
But his wife too earned something by husking paddy and working on
daily wage basis. According to the custom prevalent in each village
the Jhankars and the Chowkidars got some paddy from the tenants
at the time of harvest. In the Dongarla tract there was no service
land and they got ration known as ‘Gundi Pej’ for their maintenance,
which consisted of some cups of gruel of mandia and rice. In some
villages washerman, barber, potter and blacksmith cultivated land free
of rent for the service rendered by them to the village community.
In between 1957 to 1961 the wage level remained, more or less, constant
with a little fluctuation. In 1963, the wages were enhanced further
and the skilled labourers, such as, carpenter cobbler and blacksmith
got Rs. 361, Rs. 2'61 and Rs. 3-29 per day respectively. Male labourers
got Rs. 1'55, women Re. 087, and children Re. 0-64 per day. Other
agricultural labourers got about the same wage as that of field
labourers. A herdsman got Rs. 1:38 per day. From 1964 to 1970
the skilled labourers, such as, carpenter, mason and blacksmith got
Rs.4:00 to Rs.500 per day and unskilled labourers got Rs. 1°50 to Rs.
2:00 per male, Rs. 1'50 per female and Re.1'00 per children. In 1971
the wage level rose and carpenters, masons and blacksmiths got Rs.
500 per day. Male labourers got Rs. 2'50 and women Rs.2:00 per
day. In the next year, the wage level rose further and skilled labourers
got Rs.7°00 per day and unskilled labourers got Rs. 275 per male and
Rs. 2:25 per female per day. In 1974, the wage level rose steeply with
the rise in prices and skilled labourers, such as, carpenter, blacksmith
and mason received between Rs.8-00 to Rs.1000 per day according to
their skill. Field labourers and other agricultural labourers got at
the rate of Rs.3:00 per male and Rs. 2-50 per female per day. When
it was demanded in kind, it was paid at the rate of 4 kg. of paddy
per day. In notification No. 21877-L. E. H,, dated the 26th December,
1975, the Government of Orissa, have fixed the minimum wages payable
to all categories of agricultural labourers at Rs.4.00 per day. This
notification came into force from the Ist January, 1976 and wages
are being paid accordingly. With the promulgation of the Bonded
Labour System (Abolition) Ordinance, 1975, all the Subdivisional
Officers were asked to conduct enquiries into the existence of the bonded
labour system. The District Vigilance Committee and the Subdivisional
Vigilance Committee have been constituted as required under the
Act. Till April, 1976, 27 cases of bonded labour were detected (in
Bhawanipatna subdivision 4, Dharamgarh subdivision 22, and Nawa-
para subdivision 1) of which eighteen were set free, six were dropped
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for lack of evidence and three were under investigation. Of the 18
bonded labourers, one was a minor boy and 17 were minor girls.
Pecuniary benefit is provided to each bonded labourer at the time of
his release. Measures are also being taken for their rehabilitation.

The halias usually get Rs.100°00 to Rs.150°00 in cash for their
annual expenditure which is locally called as uden. Besides, they get
masri at the rate of 12500 kg. per week which amounts to 50 kg.
per month. On the occasion of the Paush Purnima they receive 50
kg. of paddy which is known as sickhai. In some part of the district
they get a little less quantity of paddy but it is compensated at the
end of the year by giving a little more paddy after harvest. On the
occasion of Nuakhai and Paush Purnima they get free ration. Persons
having large number of halias maintain one Head halia locally called
as Behera or Khamari. He gets a little more paddy and money. The
field servants generally work from 6 a. m. to 12 noon and2 p.m.
to 6 p. m. daily. From October to December when the crop is in the
field they sleep in the field at night on a machan to watch the crop.

The district is mainly agricultural and the prosperity of the people
depends in a measure on weather and crops. When the rainfall is
copious and evenly distributed throughout the year, people reap good
harvest and are contented; when the contrary is the case the pinch
of distress is widespread. In recent years, the impact of urban life, the
policy of the Government, the modern means of communication, etc.,

have exercised a good deal of influence on the standard of living of
the people.

Lieutenant C. Elliot submitted a report on the erstwhile Kalahandi
State to George Plowden, Esq., Commissioner, Nagpore (present
Nagpur), on the 28th July 1856 which contains a graphic description of

the land, the people and their socio-economic condition, administration,

etc. Some relevant portions of the report have been quoted here which
’high-light the way of living of the people.

“This dependency, is known only on the Nagpore side as Kharonde,
the Oriya name being Kalahundy, and as there is no village or place
«corresponding to the former name it would appear to be a corruption

pf the latter, though it has been originally entered in the accounts.
X XXxxX “The country is high lying near the foot of the main line of

‘the ~ Eastern Ghats and partaking of the watersheds both of the

%Mah'anuddyl and Indrawritty?, which last, with several tributaries and

- 1.-Mahanadi
‘79, Indrabati
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