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MUSIC: ASTUDY OF CULTURAL PERSISTENCE
AMONG THE TRIBES IN ODISHA

Dr. K. N. Dash

Odisha has had a legendary past of tribal music and dance. Music has always
been an important part of tribal life in Odisha. There is rich diversity of music

traditions among its tribal communities. These traditions are intricately associated
with their social practices and belief system.

Odisha is uniquely proud for the tinted spread of ethnic mosaic created by
the sixty-two culturally vibrant tribes including thirteen primitive tribal communities
who are found sprinkled all over the state. The tribes of Odisha enjoy a rich and
varied cultural heritage, the most powerful instance of this being in their music
and dance which are as. colorful as they are rhythmical. Despite of their abject
poverty, the tribes of Odisha have retained their rich and colorful heritage of dance
and music forming integral part of their culture. There is so much richness in their

tribal music and dance of Odisha that it can enrich and inspire the effort of most
advanced modern artists.

As it's commonly used, the term “tribal music” means the music of a group
considered to be tribe. The tribal music is that music which has originated through
the ages in cohformity with tribal tradition and function. Tribal music is an expression
of joy and is performed on every possible occasion, to celebrate the arrival of
seasons, birth of a child, a wedding and festivals. The distinctiveness of the tribes
and their culture and above all the harmony in which they survive in unison with
nature is reflected in their respective dance and music. Tribal music then is
functional and as such it must need to be studied as an aspect of socio-cultural
behavior.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY:-

(1) To find out the music as cultural phenomenon of tradition and persistence
among the tribes of Odisha,(2) to find out music as a source of inspiration and an
impetus for living among the tribes of Odisha.

METHODOLOGY:-

The information was collected from primary as well as secondary sources.
But in order to elicit information both participant and non-participant observation
methods were adopted in gaining insight of music as a cultural phenomenon among
various tribes of Odisha.
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SOCIO-CULTURAL ASPECTS OF TRIBAL MUSIC:-

Music is an activity that provides lives of people not ohly across age-gro,
times a day, and situations but also across historical time, geographicg| '°Cati08'
and cultures. ",

Among the tribes everyone is a musician. Troisi (1979) says “from the time
a girl can toddle, she joins the line of dancers, while little boys are the antics of the
drummers."Any tribal community as a whole initiated its children in learning Music
that is singing, drumming, dancing from an early age. Children from the Santy
society are supplied from childhood by the seniors with ‘katic murali’ (small sizeg
flutes) of five to six inches in length with three to four envoys to blow and the
drums of smaller size to beat.

Music amongst the tribes is not considered as exclusive property of its
individual members but the community as a whole. Among them, the dance and
music is developed and maintained by themselyes in a tradition without aid and
intervention of any professional. The music is passed down from generation to
generation. Musical performances generally combine dancing, singing and
instrumental playing; singing and dancing alone is rare. Further general participation
in music making is encouraged to such an extent that there is virtually no distinction
between performers and audiences.

Tribal Odisha has its own repertoire and rich tradition of music and dance-
the two integral aspect of the tribal culture. Odisha has its indigenous tribal music
reflecting the beliefs and practices of the ethnic communities. Music is indeed a
means to propagate the faith and belief systems of tribals in Odisha. The music s
an indispensable component of functions of any life cycle rituals such as weddings,
engagements, births etc. among them. There are also many songs and music
associated with planting and harvesting. In these activities, the tribals routinely
sing of their hopes, fears and aspirations. It is mainly through the music, the tribes
seek to satisfy their inner urge for revealing their soul. The performance of these
only give expression to their inner feelings, their joys and sorrows their natural
affections and passion and their appreciation of beauty in nature and in men. S.am
Topno (2004) expressed that music is composed from real life situation and d_eP'Cts
the total life as well as cultural history of the people of that period. From b:rth.'(o
death, all occasions, sacred and secular, personal and community level, in the ife
of the tribals are inextricably intertwined with musical pen‘ormances.D.Bhaﬂ&‘Charya
(1999) says “tribal music as an incrediable expression of the supreme spirit, 9Y" atee
in its material form. He considered music as more cohesive, being the ultim@
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goal of all expressions/speech: it Permeates through many barriers of
communications and finally resulting in an everlasting sensation”.

Music and dance are activities that characterize tribal Odisha, play an
important role in the lives of the people. The cycle of life offers numerous reasons
to celebrate and is done so with vigor and grace, either in the privacy of the family
or as a community activity. In festivals and celebrations, one may hear songs and
music describing their ancestry and the origin of tribes. The tribal communities of
Odisha have many religious festivals restricted to their own community. The most
popular are the ‘Baliyatra’, celebrated by tribal communities of Koraput on the
11™ day of Bhadrab month with music and dance.'Sume Gerilak’ is the ten day
long festival of Bonda Community with aim of spreading harmony amongst the
community members. The members of the Koya community observe ‘Bija Pandu’
festival; members of Kondh community celebrate ‘Kendu’ festival, ‘Chaita Parba’
is celebrated by Oran, Ho, Kisan and Kol tribal communities. On these occasions
the music is mostly accompanied by drum beats, with no presence of specific
melody. The musical beats are based on sophisticated drum patterns, establishing
a rhythm. Tribal music in Odisha possesses numerous modulations that have
been inimitable in its traditions. Music is viewed as having god-given magical
properties(Hamm,1983).The purpose of the music and dance in festivals are “to
invoke this magic in operation for the benefits of the person or persons making the
music or other participants and onlookers”(Hamm, 1 983).

The dormitories of tribal communities act as a school of dancing and music.
As most of the dormitories in tribal Odisha have a recreational factor and to make
the dormitory life more intriguing, colourful and meaningful- the dance and music
are incorporated in its activities. The joys of free life find its expression in their
music. During the festive occasions/season, when the tribes perform their local
dance and music, an unusual unity between the men and women IS noticed.

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS:-

Musical instruments are the tangible and material representation of music.
Tribal musical instruments are generally manufactured by the musicians
themselves, making use of materials like coconut shells, animal skin, bamboo
and pot etc.Among the musical instruments used by Odishan tribes mention
may be made of drum of various types,pipes,flutes,anklets.brass-plates etc.

Although the pattern of dance and music prevalent among them vary from
tribe to tribe, yet there are certain features common to all. Tribal dance have some -
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e rhythm is maintained. This consists of

accompaniments by means of which th _ -
or an orchestra of different instruments

clapping of hands or beating of drums .
The accompanying orchestra or music is usually provided by the male members

The Gadaba tribe of Koraput during ‘Dhemsa’ dance usually performs with
drums, flutes tamaka, and trumpets (khiridi, mahuri).Among them the men folk
plays instruments while women dance. They compose their own music and songs

befitting different occasions.

The Saura tribe of Subarnapur perform ‘patara saura’ dance which is
accompanied by the music produced by drums, brass-cymbals, brass-gongs and
hide-gongs. The Saoras also use fiddles, consisting of a bamboo stem with half a
coconut shell serving as a resonator. It is played by running a bow across it. There
is also another type of two-stringed instrument, looks like a guitar, also has a
bamboo stem where the two gourds perform as resonator.. A third musical
instrument, widely popular is rasp, made from a piece of bamboo and has slit out
longitudinally down its middle portion. The slits are corrugated, and when scrapped

with stick emits melodious greeting sound.
The Santal traditionally accompany many of their dances with the drums:

the ‘Tamak’ and the ‘Tumdah. The flute (tiriao) as considered the most important
Santal traditional instrument. Santal dance and music traditionally revolves around

religious celebrations.

Among the Paroja of Koraput, the music is provided by the drum, flute and
the ‘Dudunga’-a country made string instrument.

The Bagta tribes perform “Dhimsa”dance which spread the spirit of friendship

and alliance between the people residing in the nearby villages. All the dancers of
Bagata dance in the rhythm of Mori, Kiridi, Tudumu, Dappu and Jodu kommulu.

Among the Juangs of Keonjhar district, the musical instruments which are
used during their dance are Badakatha (Drum), Dhola (small drum), Madala and

Changu (Tambourine).

Among the Gonds of Nabarangpur and Koraput, the musical instruments
are played by boys. Two boys lead the dance with wooden drums. In ‘Gusadi’
dance, Dholak-a double sided drum is used as the main musical instrument. They
perform with the throb of the drums and the beat of many feet moving in unison to
the wild music of the voices of chorus.
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Among the Koyas of Malkangiri, during the dances, the girls keep rhythm by
beating sticks on the ground which are fitted with small bells. The drums and
flutes are also extensively used among them.

The Binjhal,Kharia,Kisan,Oran and Kol tribes in the district of
sundergarh,Mayurbhanj,Sambalpur and Dhenkanal observe Karma dance and
the instruments that are accompanied consists of the ‘Payari’,the
‘Chhalla’,’Thumki’ and ‘Jhumki’.

The Kandhas of Kandhamal district perform ‘Kedu’ dance and the musical
instruments used are Dhol, Changu, Nishai and Mahuri.Though there is no
modernity and fineness, their ideas being natural, the composition of music are
good, inspiring and melodious.

The Bhuiyan, Bathudi, Kharia and Juang of Keonjhar usually perform
Changu, a rural variety of tambourine during festivals.

The Shabars of Jajpur and Dhenkanal district during “Ghoomra” dance use
a typical drum, just like a big pitcher with along stem made of clay and the mouth
is covered with the skin of a reptile. When played with both hands, it produces a
peculiar sound quite different from the other varieties of drum.

The Bhumias of Koraput are very fond of music and dance. They play a
number of stringed instruments like the behela, sarangi and drums like tamak,

runji and gaumura during ‘Dhemsa’ dance.

Among the tribes of Odisha, the membranophonic instruments of different
types such as Dhols are used.Dholki is also very popular among the tribal
communities of Odisha. It provides rhythm to every type of song and dance.
Secondly all types of songs aré accompanied by flute and anyone can play the
sweet and melodious tunes on the flute with little effort. Starting with music
predominantly diatonic, tritonic or tetra tonic with single melodic structure and
simple 3 or 4 beat rhythms are found among the tribal communities of Odisha.
Music is performed in solos, in duets and also in Choruses.

Age or gender is not any bar for these performing arts. Young or old, male
or female all form groups and get awfully engrossed and addicted with the beats
of the drums. However the male members take the initiative to play the music in

the form of flutes or drum beats.
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FUNCTIONS OF TRIBAL MUSIC:-

The music serves arousing/energizing, cognitive, emotional, socia| ang
cultural function (Boer & Fisher, 2012; Schafer & Sedimeier, 2010). The tribalg
exhibit their emotions through the medium of music-their happiness and sorrg,,
their craving and yearnings, their passion and life styles, their fondness for natyye
and outlook towards human society. Dance and music form an integral part of
their livelihood through which they divulge their suppressed feelings and thoughts

It is therefore psychological in nature.

Tribal communities make music not for its own sake, but for communion
with some higher power. This evocative function of tribal music is used to the
fullest in various tribal rituals. Music and dance represent a form of prayer and a
duty (Ranade, 2008).Music serves several sacred functions in tribal communities,
including religious ceremonies, healing rituals, invoking super- natural power to
bring success in hunting and for good agricultural production.

On some social occasions such as greeting and game, humour and
pleasure, love and courtship, fun and frolic, hospitality and celebrations, dances
with music are also performed by the tribals of Odisha. On the occasion of certain
festivals and celebrations, members of the tribes may dance and sing for the
pure joy of it. On such occasions, one may also hear songs and music describing
their ancestry and origin of the tribe. In tribal Odisha, music is one of the chief

features of amusement adopted by all the tribes.

Music is important in most people’s lives independent of their cultural origin.
Music can faster bonds between people and communicates values and identity.
As traditional culture has been influenced through context with neighboring
cultures, the purpose and functions of music have been adopted so that music
retains its meaningful role in cultural identity.

CONCLUSION:-

Like its excellent rich culture and vibrant tradition, dance and music of tribal
communities of Odisha is also very charming, colourful and encompassing
various types of tunes. The existing dance and musical tradition of tribal Odisha
is the cumulative experience of last thousand years. Herice the tribal music of
Odisha has its own significance .It needs to be preserved and protected by
documenting since there is every possibility of the intermixing of the culture of
the neighboring areas and it may lose its originality.
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ON
FOLKLORE STUDIES

Paramananda Pate|'
Sushree Sangita Mohanty
Pollyshree Samantray

INTRODUCTION:

Folklore is, according to Alan Dundes, all of these things and more, besides:
Myths, legends, folktales, jokes, proverbs, riddles, chants, charms, blessings,
curses, oaths, insults, retorts, taunts, teases, toasts, tongue-twisters, and greeting

and leave-taking formuias.

It also includes folk costume, folk dance, folk drama (and mime), folk art,
folk belief (or superstition), folk medicine, folk instrumental music, folksongs, folk
speech, folk similies, folk metaphors (e.g., to paint the town red), and names (e.g.,

nicknames and place names).

Folk poetry ranges from oral epics to autograph-book verse, epitaphs, latrinalia
(writings on the walls of public bathrooms), limericks, ball-bouncing rhymes, jump-
rope rhymes, finger and toe rhymes, dandling rhymes (to bounce the children on
the knee), counting-out rhymes (to determine who will be “it” in games), and nursery

rhymes.

The list of folklore forms also contains games; gestures; symbols; prayers
(e.g., graces); practical jokes; folk etymologies; food recipes; quilt and embroidery
designs; house, barn and fence types; street vendors’ cries: and even the traditional
conventional sounds used to summon animals or to give them commands.

Folklore is part of culture, but it seems elusive, flowing along separately
from the mainstream of the major intellectual attainments of humanity. In traditional
lore, however there are counterparts for literary and representational art,
philosophical speculations, scientific inquiries, historical records, social attitudes
and psychological insights. Thus the study of folklore is part of the broader study
of people and their work and as such, folklore research has much in common with
both the humanities and the social science. From the humanistic point of view
past folklore research tended to emphasize the ‘lore’ and often taking a literary
approach to the recorded ‘texts’ of verbal traditions; from social-science point of
view folklore research emphasized the ‘folk’ , often taking an anthropological

! A Compiled work [ 91 ]
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approach to the full cultural significance of traditions. Thus, to a humanist, proverbs
were ‘folk philosophy’ riddles were ‘traditional metaphorical questions’ anéi folktales
were ‘oral literature’, but to an anthropologist these forms were rather educational
1o0ls, social controls or status markers. Seen from either viewpoint, the materials
of folklore afford the unique opportunity of studying what exist and persists in culture
largely without the support of established learning, religion, government, and other
formal institutions.

Folklore represents what people preserve in their culture through the
generations by custom and word of mouth when few other means exist to preserve
it. The discovery of the historical depth and the geographical breadth of some of
these traditional ‘survivals' (as they were once called) is what first gave the study
of folklore much of its fascination.

Nowadays, ther is much more interest than previously in the present
functions and meaning of folk traditions; thus, the literary and anthropological
approaches to folklore study have merged as a new ‘folkloristic’ study develops.
AFS symposium of 1992 on ‘THE CULTURE OF POLITICS’ described, folklore
as a discipline concerned with the study of traditional, vernacular, and local cultural
productions, including the way in which traditionalizing (identifying aspect of the
past as significant in the present) is a dynamic cultural process.

What humanists and social scientists share when they study folklore is an
interest in finding out how, why and which traditional menti-facts, socio-facts and
artifacts develop, vary and are passed on. From observations and records of these
materials folklorists hope to reconstruct something of the unrecorded intellectual
life of people of the past and present.

The findings of such folklore research are applicable to many fields. Some
are interested in the folk roots of epic and other narrative poetry and in the stylistic
or thematic use of folklore in literature. Like that people from other background like
fine art, philosophy and historians may take folklore study in different ways. Likewise
sociologist may study folklore along with other data on group life and behavior. In
fact, probably every field of study involving people and their works will in some
way eventually make use of evidence from folklore as folklorist continue to refine
and publicize their work.

SOME FUNDAMENTAL QUERIES:

: Folklore study holds oral, customary and material aspects of traditional
. Squally, and it makes electric use of theoretical and methodological approaches
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from anthropology, linguistics, communications, psychology and othe (elaya
areas. Even though, there are several theoretical approaches has davelopag ,:
folklore studies, Most of the folklore research may still be thought of as an ulim,.l,;
to gﬁswer certain fundamental question, such as: Definition, Classification, SO
Origin, Transmission, Variation, Structure, Function, Purpose and Meanipg mui
Use. Ideally, no folk products or performances would be considered fully Underston
until answer had at least been suggested for all such questions. The AssuMmplion
that underlies all research in folklore is that, since nothing In culture s meaninglegs
orrandom, folklore - as a part of culture - inevitably has some function or Mmeaning
for those who create it and transmit it. Often the key to unlocking the meaning of
folklore is the identification of habits of thought or formal patterns that both (e
items and the performances of folklore display.

The basic methodology of studying folklore in literature and studying folklore
in culture is almost exactly same; in other words, the discipline of folklore has its
own methodology applying equally well to literary and cultural problems,

There are only two basic steps in the study of folklore in literature and in culture.
The first step is objective and empirical; the second is subjective and speculative,
The first might be termed identification and the second interpretation. Identification
essentially consists of a search for similarities; interpretation depends upon the
delineation of differences. The first task in studying an item is to show how it is like
previously reported items, whereas the second is to show how it differs from

previously reported items.

COLLECTING FOLKLORE:

The raw materials of oral folklore research are ‘text' or records of menti-
facts. It is axiomatic that these texts must be collected exactly (word for word)
from oral sources. Most folklorist today seek out promising informants and use

-tape or video recorders to collect the exact words of the informants, practicing a
variety of interview techniques to achieve a natural response. Often collectors will
make several visits to their best informants, sometimes over a long span of time,
recording familiar materials and asking for new items.

Besides verbatim texts, folklorists recorded data about the informants
themselves (age, occupation, national origin etc.) and gather the background on
the families and communities of the informants, An informant gestures and facial
expressions should be described as an integral part of the performance, and these
aspects of style may be captured with photographs, movie films or videotapes.
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e text and texture of folklore always exist in a specific context, and this,

too, needs to b? carefully documented. Field-workers must note the setting for the
performance (time, place and situation), the participants and their responses to
the performer, and the frame for the folk event ( what preceded and followed the
performance of folklore). The context may be natural- just something that happened

ina tmc;litional way- or it may be induced by the collector, who set up a more or
less artificial situation of collecting folklore.

Context may be summarized in general terms or may be described from
immediate observation. In the most penetrating studies, informants may be asked
to discuss or interpret their text and experiments using planted folk materials have
been attempted with some informants and their audiences. Another kind of data to

collect, suggested by folklorist Alan Dundes is ‘metafolklore’ (proverbs or folktales
about a traditional prank).

Questionnaires have long been successfully used for folklore collecting in
Europe, generally with trained semiprofessional fieldworkers asking the questions
of residents in their own region. Mailed questioners allow researchers to cover a
wide area than they might conveniently visit in person, but this technique also
limits the inquiry to a specific subject and eliminates the free association that is
" often the most productive part of direct collecting. Only a few studies of American
folklore have made use of questionnaires, particularly for accurate distributional
and variation studies of folk speech, customs and artifacts.

Folklore text or descriptions of customs and artifacts may sometime be
collected from handwritten sources, such as diaries, letters and notebooks, or
from printed matter, such as books, magazines and newspapers. Current popular
periodicals also occasionally print items of folklore that have been reported either
as rumors or as actual events.

Unorthodox collecting methods sometimes yield good results when
conventional approaches fail. Whatever the collecting methods employed, and
however ingenious or well prepared the collector may be, persistence and a
willingness to adapt to the informants habits and moods will pay off in the long run.

An important, but sometimes neglected, aspect of folklore fieldwork is the
ethical dimension- the responsibilities and liabilities of a folklorist with regard to
informants and their material, especially when embarrassing, antisocial or illegal
material is involved. Unless clear legal limits of access to and liability for collected
information are established, the folklorist would do well to code his or her sources
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or to give pseudonyms to the human sources of such lore. It is never a good ideg

to record folklore surreptitiously unless the informants are advised of the act |ater
and allowed to review the material, and archives should always insist upon some
kind of informants and collectors release from accompanying any field materig|

and clearly outlining any conditions to be imposed on it.

CLASSIFYING FOLKLORE:

Collected folklore texts, descriptions of customs or artifacts are of little use
to a scholar until identified by category and arranged systematically in an archive

or published.

Classification of the myriad forms of folklore facilitates their study just as
classification systems do for the natural sciences: without standardized
terminology and arrangements, we couldnot communicate effectively or gather
data from archives and published collections. The difficulty is that ethnic or native
categories for folk materials differ a great deal from culture to culture or even from

person to person.

Any classification, it should be borne in mind, is always for a purpose, and
for the purpose of organizing data for analysis, certain traditional categories have
become established in the voluminous reference works for motifs, tales, ballads,

superstitions, riddles, proverbs and other forms.

Folklore materials are usually arranged by genre and subgenre within a
regional or folk-group framework in the published or archived collections. Thus
the proverbs of illiniois might be divided as ‘signs or magic’ and then subdivided
into such categories as ‘equipment’, ‘good luck’, winds and weather and taboos.
Such systems of organization are usefull for bringing like materials together,
and with proper cross-references other grouping are possible. But for the need
of analysis or interpretation the folklorist may wish to sort the data by other
criteria, using headings such as recreational traditions (games, dances and
so forth), educational lore (instructive stories, songs or sayings), practical skills
(crafts, cooking and the like), and artistic creations (folk arts, crafts, music

etc...)

The specific manner of classifying a folklore collection depends mainly
on the interests and needs of researchers. However, it is also important to
consider how the informants themselves view the categories of their own

lore.
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In the past it was assumed that only when folk|
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One orally collected song, for instance, describes numerous geographic
features of oceans and shorelines.

Analyzing With Some Special Approaches:

A literary or esthetic approach to folklore, typical of humanists, may take
the form either of analyzing the poetic of oral style or of charting the influence of
folk traditions upon work of literature and fine arts. The esthetic approach is best
represented in longer studies, such as the essays and books on folklore.

The functional or anthropological approach is very typical of scholars with
background in the social science, examines the roles of folklore in culture in order
to determine meanings and functions. This approach agree with the mindset that,
folklore’ exist not just as a fixed set of abstract genres, verbal or otherwise, but as
traditional patterns of thought and behavior manifested in various ways during
acts of communication between people. This constitutes an approach, variously
called contextual, behavioral, rhetorical or performance oriented.

The psychological approach to interpreting meanings in folklore, often
Freudian or Jungian in orientation, has been advocated by David Hufford and Alan
Dundes, among others. Here either the habits of mind underlying folk belief are
investigated or the symbolic and metaphorical patterns in folk traditions are
decoded.

Another interpretive method advocated by Alan Dundes is the formal or
structural one. Linguistic structuralism is analysis of grammar according to
patterns of speech, flowered into several approaches towards a true folkloristic
structuralism based on the patterns in folklore, rather than those in language itself.
Another brand of formal text analysis is the oral-formulaic theory, which was
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heories and methodologies of folklore

research a number of approaches are evolving in folkloristic study. A specific mass-
cultural school. for instance, may develop out of the work of several folklorists
studving interrelations of oral and customary traditions with the .mgss medla and
advértiéng. The particular interests and scholarly §tyles of specialists in material
culture (those with a folk-cultural approach) are yielding a coherent pody of research
with distinctive goals and techniques. What was once called applied folklore- the
viewpoint that folklore study can make specific contributions to knowledge and
progress in other fields- has evolved into public-sector folklore, more commonly

called just public folklore work, often focusing on the presentation of folk
ce. One of the most vigorous new directions in

Besides these long-established t

performances to a wider audien
folkloristic is feminist folkloristic- a special approach both to aspects of women's

folklore as such and to the production of scholarship countering the male biases
evident in many earlier studies.

The study of folklore, either in its own boundaries or as applied to outside
subjects, is still a relatively young and flexible academic discipline. Many folklore
journals and conference suggested some new approaches or theories for future
research, and even the categories of folklore themselves are being continually
expanded. The keep abreast of such developments, the reader should follow current
publications and use the bibliographic tools.
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